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JOURNAL 

07TRB 

PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  SENATE 

OTTBB 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OP  FLORIDA, 
AT  ITS  FOUHTH  SI»8IO]f , 

Begun  and  held  in  the  City  of  TaUah>aioe,  on  the  third  day  of  Jammy,  1842. 


Monday,  Januanr  3d,  1842. 

The  Senate  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  Se- 
cretary, the  following  members  appeared  and  answer- 
ed to  their  names : 

From  the  Western  District — ^W.  H.  Brockenbrough. 

From  the  Eastern  District — ^Messrs.  Pelot  and 
Cooper. 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  the  Senate  adjonr-^ 
ned  until  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  4, 1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  when 
the  following  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
viz : 

From  the  Middle  District — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Ed- 
wards and  Livingston. 

From  the  Western  District — ^Messrs.  Walker  and 
MTican. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  elected  from  the  Middle  District  to 
supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Duval,  (resigned,)  appeared, 
was  sworn  by  the  Hon.  Judge  Bronson,  and  toolf:  his 
seat. 
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On  motion,  Mr.  Walker  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  an  election  of  President ; 
when  Mr.  Brockenbrough  was  duly  elected,  and 
Messrs.  Dupont  and  Berthelot  appointed  to  conduct 
him  to  the  Chair.  The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  elect 
its  oflSicers — ^J.  S.  Robinson  was  chosen  Secretary ; 
John  W.  Poindexter,  Reading  Clerk ;  D.  G.  Gunn, 
David  E.  Bothwell,  and  G.  W.  Smith,  Enrolling  and 
Engrossing  Clerks  ;  A.  A.  Fisher,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  James  Barry,  Door-keeper. 

On  motion,  the  several  officers  were  sworn  by  the 
President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont,  a  message  was  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  informing  that  body 
that  the  Senate  has  been  duly  organized  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Wm.  H.  Brockenbrough  as  President, 
Jas.  S.  Robinson  as  Secretary,  John  W.  Poindexter 
as  Assistant  Secretary,  A.  A.  Fisher,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  James  Barry,  Door-keeper. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Pelot  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  prices  that  will  be  charged  for  print- 
ing, from  the  Editors  of  this  place,  for  the  Senate, 
during  the  present  session,  with  a  view  to  have  it  done 
at  the  cheapest  possible  rates,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  Senate,  which  was  adopted — 

And  Messrs.  Pelot,  Dupont,  and  Walker,  appointed 
Committee. 

Mr.  Berthelot  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Senate  be  appointed  to  revise,  alter,  or  amend, 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Senate,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time  the  rules  of  the 
last  Senate  be  considered  the  rules  of  this  Senate, 
which  was  adopted. 

And  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  and  Livingston, 
appointed  said  committee. 

The  Senate  then  adjourped  until  to-morrow,  at  12 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  January  5th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Livingston  offered  the  following  resolution, 
viz : — 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  the  members  of  their  respective 
Houses  with  such  Stationary  as  they  may  require, 
and  to  keep  an  account  of  the  same — 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the 
following  report : — 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  adopted  on  yesterday  in  relation  to  the 
rules  of  the  Senate,  beg  leave  to  report  the  rules 
of  the  last  Senate  as  the  rules  of  the  present  Sens^te, 
with  the  exception  of  the  30th  rule,  to  which  the 
conunittee  suggest  the  following  amendment : 

Resolved^  That  the  30th  Rule  be  so  far  amended, 
as  to  require  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  be  styled  the  Conmiittee  on  Public 
Accounts ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and 
Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund,  and  all  oth- 
er officers  having  chaise  of  public  funds  or  accounts. 

The  committee  would  also  suggest  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  following  additional  rule : 

Rule  XL. — No  member  of  this  present  Senate 
shall  absent  himself  from  the  Senate-Chamber  after 
the  roll  shall  have  been  called,  without  first  obtaining 
the  permission  of  the  President. 

XJpon  the  adoption  of  this  report,  the  conunittee 
recommend  the  printing  of  the  proposed  amendment 
and  additional  rule  with  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 
JAMES  A.  BERTHELOT, 
Ch'n  Select  Committee. 

Which  was  received,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  18 
o'clock. 
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Thursday,  January  6th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pttrsnant  to  adjonniment,  and  yes- 
terday's proceedings  were  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represent 
tatives  the  following  message : 

Moved,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  in- 
forming that  body  that  mis  House  has  been  duly  or* 
ganized  by  the  selection  of  the  Hon.  N-  W.  Walker 
as  Speaker;  Hugh  Archer,  Chief  Clerk;  M.  D.  Pappy^ 
Assistant  Chief  Clerk,  and  S.  J.  Perry,  Samuel  Ku8» 
sell,  and  Thos.  T.  Long,  Enrolling  and  Engrossing 
Clerks ;  S.  W.  Barrington,  Sergeant-afr-Araos,  aiM 
Moses  Ellis,  Door-keeper. 

Also  their  concurrence  in  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate requiring  the  chief  officer  of  each  body  to  fumkh 
flieir  respective  Houses  with  Stationary,  with  the 
amendment  that  the  duty  of  each  officer  should  be 
confined  to  his  own  House — which  amendment  was 
accepted  by  the  Senate. 

Also  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  tiiree  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  to  unite  with  any  com*- 
Hiittee  appointed  by  the  Senate  for  Hie  same  purpose ; 
and  that  said  committee  be  required  to  wait  on  the 
Governor  of  this  Territory,  and  inform  him  that  the 
Legislative  Council  is  now  arg^xnzed^  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  may  have  to  make — 
Messrs.  Lancaster,  Steele,  and  Lott,  appointed  said 
committee^ — 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  Messrs.  Dupont,  Bei^ 
d^lot,  and  M'Lecm,  appointed  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Goov- 
emor  the  following  message : 

Gentlemen  of  the  LegislaHve  Council : 

In  acconknce  with  the  estsblJBfaeA  usage  of  our  Government,  it 
becomes  my  duty,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  give  you  such  infor- 
mation as  I  possess  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  Territory,  and 
to  recommend  to  your  .consideration  such  measures  as  I  may  deem 
essential,  to  promote  ^e  prosperity  and  happities^  of  those  whom 
you  represent. 
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In  the  perfotmuioe  of  this  duty,  it  giret  me  p&in  to  infonn  yon 
that  the  war  with  the  Semiiioles,  which  hae  so  long  disturbed  the 
traaqniliity,  and  retarded  the  settlement  aod  improvement  of  our 
<ioimtr7,  still  contiimes.  The  painful  regret  which  I  feel  on  this 
occasion  is,  howerer,  greatly  alleviated  by  the  belief  which  I  en* 
lertain,  that  this  long  and  harraasiag  conflict  is  fast  approiimaling 
to  a  saecesaful  coBcTusion. 

Under  the  present  gallant  and  enterprizing  qommander,  the  war 
has  been  prosecuted  with  a  aeal  and  energy  worthy  of  the  govern* 
ment  which  he  represents ;  and  although  no  decisive  battle  has  been 
fought,  the  active  operations  in  the  field,  the  continued  and  harraas* 
ing  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  during  that  season  of  the  year  when  the 
anny  has  hitherto  reposed  in  summer  quarters,  h^  produced  such 
«  residt  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  Indians,  finding  that 
onr  soldiers  are  able  and  willing  to  encounter  every  fatigue  and  pri- 
ration,  and  to  ^idure  the  burning  sun  of  summer,  as  well  as  the 
keen  blasts  of  winter,  in  order  to  drive  them  from  their  placee  of 
security  and  concealment,  many  of  their  boldest  warriors,  with  their 
families,  have  surrendered,  and  are  now  ready  to  leave  a  comitry  in 
which  they  can  no  longer  hope  f<Nr  a  successful  resistance,  or  to 
TOjoy  nine  months'  safety  and  repose  during  every  year.  Several 
k^ge  detachments  of  these  deluded  savages  have  already  been 
transported  to  the  West.    Many  others  are  now  assen^led  at  Tam- 

KBay  for  emigration ;  and,  from  the  most  recent  intelligence,  it  is 
lieved  that  several  other  banda  are  now  ob  their  way  to  that  place, 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  the  authority  of  the  government. 

The  principal  force  of  the  army  is  now  operating  against  tke  ea* 
«SBy,  on  the  verge  of  the  £ver|^ea.  From  the  heavy  floods  of 
rain,  with  which  the  country  has  recently  been  deluged,  and  the 
natural  barriers  it  presents  to  the  march  of  an  army,  the  expedition 
inay  not  be  entirely  anccesaful — the  enemy  may  for  a  time  evade 
pursuit,  and  continue  to  wage  an  exterminating  war  upon  our  bol- 
der settlers.  But  the  present  plan  tif  operations  mnst  eventual^ 
succeed ;  and,  from  the  determination  of  the  administraiion  of  tke 
general  government,  and  the  unconquerable  energies  of  the  com- 
mander in  the  field,  we  may  indulge  the  hope  that  the  day  of  ev 
d^veranee  is  at  hand,  and  diat  wiUun  the  next,  twelve  momhs,  at 
least,  the  last  sound  of  the  war-whooj^  will  have  been  heard  in  ewr 
land,  and  the  last  savage  warrior  will  have  fatten,  or  submitted  to 
Jus  conqueror. 

During  tluree  years,  under  the  late  admintstration  of  the  govesn- 
mem,  did  I  earnestly  argue  and  r^Bonstrate  against  the  imbecile 
and  fatal  policy  of  the  arm3r'8  retiring  into  scMnoMr  quarters,  and 
leaving  me  enemy  nndistmrbed  masters  of  the  fieldA-but  without 
eoecess.  It  was  continued  umil  the  last  season.  For  the  safety  ef 
onr  country,  no  less  than  for  the  honor  of  our  gallant  army,  I  tmet 
it  will  nevef  again  bo  maintained  that  American  sddiers  a«e  too 
eflbminate  to  hold  any  field  which  may  be  conlealed  by  their  enemiee. 

The  resttU  of  the  operations  of  the  army,  during  the  last  summer, 
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has  fully  established  the  fact,  that  the  troops  most  acttrely  employ- 
ed have  enjoyed  the  greatest  exemption  from  disease.  Since  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  Legislative  Conncil,  the  frontier  settlements 
have  been  greatly  harrassed  by  the  enemy — ^numerous  li?es,  of  er- 
ery  age  and  sex,  have  been  sacrificed,  and  much  valuable  property 
belonging  to  our  citizens  has  been  destroyed.  As  the  best  defence 
against  the  murders  and  depredations  of  the  savages,  I  have  con* 
tinned  to  urge  with  energy,  both  upon  the  War  Department  and  the 
commanders  in  the  field,  the  necessity  of  employing  a  volunteer 
force  as  a  guard  to  the  frontier.  But  the  proposition  was  as  often 
rejected  as  presented  ;  and  it  appears  to  be  the  irrevocable  deter- 
mination of  the  government,  as  well  as  the  commander  of  the  forces 
in  Florida,  to  employ  no  other  than  regular  troops  in  the  future 
operations  against  the  enemy.  It  is  due  to  the  commander  in  Flo- 
rida to  say,  however,  that  he  has  placed  a  very  ample  regular  force 
on  this  fix>ntier ;  and  that  he,  as  well  as  the  officers  in  command  of 
this  force,  have  shown  all  proper  regard  for  the  safety  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  that  they  have  promptly  adopted  every  measure  I  have 
suggested  for  that  purpose,  except  that  of  receiving  into  service 
volnnteers  or  militia.  Sufficient  posts  have  been  established  to 
protect  the  travel,  on  the  exposed  highways ;  and  for  some  that 
past  but  few  depredations  have  been  committed  by  the  Indians. — 
They  are  known,  however,  to  be  still  on  our  borders;  and  I 
am  ai^rehensive,  notwithstanding  the  presence  and  number  of 
the  regular  troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier, 
that  other  victims  will  be  added  to  the  number  they  have  already 
eacrificed  in  this  sanguinary  conflict.  This  apprehension  is  ren- 
dered the  more  painful  by  the  reflection  that  we  are  destitute  of  the 
resources  necessary  to  avert  the  impending  danger.  Without  the 
means  of  supporting  that  description  of  troops,  which  I  deem  so 
essential  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  we  may  again  (as  we  have 
so  often  been)  become  the  passive  spectators  of  the  mangled  bodies 
and  burning  houses  of  our  fellow-citizens,  with  no  other  power  than 
that  of  bestowing  our  sympathy  and  regret  for  their  suflferings.  It 
is  true  ^at,  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  I  have  authority  to  call 
out  the  militia,  in  cases  of  emergency ;  but  without  the  necessary 
supplies  to  support  them  in  the  £ld,  they  are  rendered  unavailable, 
and  this  authority  is  but  an  empty  name. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  United  States,  for  military 
services  rendered,  and  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment, have  generally  undergone  the  necessary  investigation  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  those  which  are  meritorious.  Accounts  exceed- 
ing $800,000,  have  been  examined,  and  reported  on ;  most  of  which 
will  be  paid.  The  government,  no  less  than  the  officers  charged 
with  the  performance  of  this  duty,  has  shown  an  anxious  soliciUide 
to  render  most  ample  justice  to  the  claimants  ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  no  just  account,  sustained  by  proper  evidence,  will  be  rejected. 
Funds  for  the  payment  of  most  of  the  volunteers  have  been  remit- 
ted to  the  Territory,  and  active  and  faithfiil  officers  are  preparing 
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lo  ditbune  them.  This  large  amount  of  specie,  thrown  into.  circQn 
lation»  will  tend  greatly  to  reliere  the  present  necessities  of  the 
country. 

The  Banks  of  the  Territory  continue  suspended  from  specie  pay? 
ments,  and  participate  in  the  general  embarrassments  which  prevail 
throughout  the  community.  They  are  equally  unprepared  for  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  as  their  debtors  are  to  discharge 
their  obligations  to  them.  These  institutions,  so  immediately  con- 
nected  with,  and  dependent  on,  the  ability  and  punctuality  of  those 
to  whom  accommodation  loans  have  been  made,  must  be  sensibly 
affected  by  every  depression  of  the  general  prosperity.  The  banks 
are  indebted  to  the  individuals  who  hold  their  notes  ;  but  individu- 
als are  indebted  to  the  banks  in  an  exceedingly  greater  amount,  and 
(he  whole  community  is  affected  by  this  mutual  embanassment.  In 
this  state  of  things,  the  great  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  the  banks 
as  a  circulating  medium,  proves  the  embarrassment  of  the  people 
no  less  than  that  of  the  banks.  The  debtors  of  these  institutions  might, 
if  they  possessed  the  means,  purchase  the  notes  of  the  banks  at  a 
large  discount,  and  while  they  discharged  with  them  their  own  ob- 
ligations to  the  banks  at  par  ralue,  they  would  render  a  general  ser- 
vice by  withdrawing  from  circulation  a  depreciated  currency.  But 
notwithstanding  this  favorable  opportunity  of  paying  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks,  while  their  paper  has  been  so  greaUy  depreciated, 
very  few,  it  is  believed,  have  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantage,  and  have  found  it  more  convenient  to  join  in  the  general 
denunciation  of  the  banks  than  to  pay  the  debts  which  they  owe  for 
borrowed  money,  even  at  sixty  or  seventy  cents  in  the  dollar ;  and 
the  banks  have  been  compelled  to  the  coercive  measures  given  by 
law,  to  collect  their  debts,  and  thereby  withdraw  from  circulation 
this  depreciated  currency,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  universal 
complaint.  However  inexcusable  these  institutions  may  have  been, 
and  however  greatly  they  may  merit  public  censure,  for  putting  in 
circulation  an  amount  of  paper  beyond  their  means  of  reden^ption, 
for  some  time  past,  at  least,  no  accommodations  have  been  granted, 
n9  issues  have  been  made  ;  and  they  have  shown  a  laudable  desire, 
and  have  made  every  effort  in  their  power,  to  withdraw  their  paper 
from  circulation.  The  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  &  Trust  Company,  will,  it  is  believed,  within  the 
next  twelvemonth,  have  collected  all  their  paper  which  can  be 
reached  by  process  of  law  ;  and  if  then,  as  is  most  probable,  they 
should  still  be  unable  to  pay  specie,  they  will,  at  least,  have  very 
few  if  any  notes  in  circulation  to  pay.  The  bank  of  Pensaicola,  I 
regret  to  say,  is  perhaps  in  a  much  less  favorable  situation,  an4  may 
be  the  cause  of  great  embarrassQient  to  the  Territory.  It  appears, 
from  a  correspondence  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States^  com- 
menced by  that  institution  with  my  predecessor  and  continued  with 
myself,  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed)  that  the  interest  oi^ 
the  bonds  of  the  bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Terriloif ^ 
and  due  the  Ist  January  and  1st  July^  1840,  amounting  to  $3Q,000, 
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was  not  paid  by  that  itistittitiot),  as  required  by  the  terms  of  the 
charter ;  and  that  to  save,  as  is  alleged,  the  honor  of  this  Territory, 
the  agent  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  paid  at  London  the  in- 
terest at  each  of  these  periods ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  claims  of  this  Territory  to  be  reimbursed  in 
the  sum  of  $30,000.  The  letter  to  my  predecessor  giving  this  in*- 
telligence,  which  was  the  first  received,  bears  date  at  Philadelplua, 
3d  of  March,  1841.  It  is  somewhtit  ejctraordinary  that  persons 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  punctuality  in  a  transaction  of  business, 
should  have  allowed  so  long  a  time  to  elapse  without  giving  notice 
of  so  large  a  payment  gratuitously  made,  for  the  disinterested  pur- 
pose of  saving  an  absent  party  from  dishonor.  And  this  fact,  taken 
m  connection  with  the  history  of  the  case,  is  well  calculated  to 
create  a  doubt,  whether  the  bank  of  the  United  States  intended 
originally  to  look  to  the  Territory  for  the  repayment  of  this  sum. 
Under  the  provision  of  the  act  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capi^ 
tal  stock  of  the  bank  of  Pensacola,  five  hundred  bonds  of  $1,000  each 
were,  on  the  29th  April,  1835,  issued  and  endorsed  by  the  then 
Governor  of  this  Territory.  The  firincipal  stockholders  of  the 
bank,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Pensacola  Association,''  on  the  2nd 
day  of  Dec.  1835,  becatne  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds,  and  by  the 
aiticles  of  agreement  entered  inn>  by  the  contracting  parties,  the 
bank  of  Pensacola  stipulated  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  semi- 
annually at  Philadelphia,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
charter,  which  specially  requires  that  the  interest  shall  be  paid  *^  at 
such  place,  or  places,  within  the  United  States,  or  this  Territory, 
as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient."  By  a  subsequent  sale  of  the 
bonds,  it  appears  that  the  venders  have  bound  themselves  to  pay 
the  interest  semi-annually,  at  the  counting  house  of  Messrs.  Gow- 
an  <&  Marx,  London,  thereby  creating  an  obligationess  entialhr  dif- 
ferent from  that  imposed  by  the  charter.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  Agent  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  who  paid  the  inter- 
est on  the  bonds  in  London,  was  a  stockholder  of  the  bank  of  Pen- 
sacola, and,  by  the  charter  of  the  bank,  bound  in  his  individual  and 
personal  capacity  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  ;  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  "  Pensacola  Association"  which  purchased  the  bonds, 
and  as  one  of  the  subsequent  venders  had  incurred  the  respon- 
sibility of  an  endorser;  and  when  it  is  also  remembered  that 
he  was  a  party  to  the  contract  to  pay  the  interest  in  London ; 
and  that  the  Territory  can,  under  no  contingency  which  may 
arise,  ever  become  responsible  to  pay  the  interest  any  where  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Uiiited  States,  or^of  this  Territory ;  it  is  difiicult  to 
resist  the  conclusion  that  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  in  paying  the  interest  in  London,  was  actuated  much  more 
by  the  desire  of  saving  his  own  commercial  honor,  and  that  of  his 
associates,  than  by  the  disinterested  and  generous  n^otive  of  saving 
the  honor  of  this  Territory,  which  could  not,  at  that  place  at  any 
time,  hAve  been  in  jeopardy.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have 
recommended  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  seek  indemnity  from 
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Apm  mm^  mme^^Xelf  vespoiiiiU^  tl^aii  the  Territoiry  of  Fbriia. 
I  ba¥»  received  lettere  from  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  Amsterdam,  and 
Ibeir  a^feot,  Mr.  Forestall,  of  New  Organs,  and  from  Mr.  Hemy 
J.  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  ageatof  Messrs.  Gowan  &  Marx,  Sjqu^ 
doe,  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Peusacola,  claiming  inter- 
est of  the  Territory  on  the  bonds  for  the  last  instalment  of  the  year 
1840,  and  asking  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  afterwards  to  accrue.  A  copy  of  my  corresr 
pondence  with  these  gentlemen  is  herewith  enclosed — from  whicb 
yon  will  perceive  that  I  have  expressed  to  UMun  the  opinion  before 
intimated,  that  they  must  seek  relief  from  the  Bank  of  PensacoU* 
and  its  individual  stockholders,  before  they  can  have  recourse  to 
the  respotts^ity  of  thfts  Territory.  I  deemed  this  course  mosi 
pn^r,  because  the  bonds  were  issued  under  the  charter  for  the 
exduaive  use  and  beteAt  ef  the  stockholders  of  the  bank.  Tb^ 
are  their  property. 

The  TerritcNy  had  no  iayterest  whatever  in  them,  and  became 
dra  endorser  merely  to  promote  a  private  enterprize^  for  the  constroc- 
tion  of  A  Baih-oad,  which,  had  it  been  completed^  would  have  been 
the  property  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank.    Thev  are  rendered 
liable  by  the  ehaiter  of  the  BsAk.    They  have  had  the  use  and 
management  of  the  funds  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  and 
should  be  held  responsible  for  Aeir  mismanagement.    Another  rea- 
son which  may  be  urged  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  is,  that 
most  of  the  stoekholdbrs  ace  non*i«sideots,  and  would  not  partiei- 
jpmU  in  the  general  loss  which  our  citizens  vrovid  sustain,  if  this 
debt  were  d^charged  by  the  Territory.    It  wi^»,  moreover,  the  in- 
taxition  of  the  Legidatuve,  and  has  ever  been  so  understood  in  this 
oomai unity,  that  the  resfpoAsibyity  of  the  Territory,  to  pay  the  inte- 
rest and  pnacipal  of  these  bonds,  cannot  arise  until  after  the  failure 
of  die  Bank,  and  iu  individual  stockholders.    This,  too,  must  have 
been  tiw  understaading  of  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds,  when  the^ 
Mquired  a  stipulation  from  the  venders,  at  variance  with  Ae  provip 
sions  of  the  charter  under  which  the  bonds  were  issued ;  and  k 
proves  most  clearly  that  they  looked  more  immediately  to  th^  secik 
xity  xji&iTed  in  the  wealth  and  oeoHneroial  punctuality  of  the  venders 
•f  Ihe  koods,  than  they  «tid  io  the  responsibility  of  a  distant  TerrL* 
toiy  lof  a  foreign  power.    The  vienders  of  the  bcmd?,  in  the  £un>- 
pean  maricec,  conld  bind  themselves  to  pay  the  interest  semi-ennii- 
aUy  in  Ijondon  ;  but  they  cenld  neither  bied  this  Territory^  or  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola — and  the  bond-holders  must  look  to  those  with 
whom  they  comracted,  befose  they  can  seek  redress  from  this  Ter- 
ritoiy,  nHudi  itaiids  only  in  the  jrelation  of  a  remote  endorser.    In 
Asm  ide  w  slse  junst  have  been  regarded  by  the  bond-holders,  as  the 
iMneest  appears  to  haire  been  paid,  during  the  period  of  fonr  y^e^ops. 
without. onnknowing  by  whe m,  or  to  whom,  the  fis^*vient8  were 
made.    At  ibe  time  I  reeommeasded  Messrs.  Hope  4  Cp.tto  pror 
eeed  against  ihe  Bhnk  of  Pensaoola,  and  its  indiyifdwirl  sto<;kbold- 
em^that  jnatitotionihad,  and  it  is  believed  stiU  has,  valushl^  %/m% 
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which  might  be  appUed  tathe  pa3nneiit  of  the  interest  on  the  b<Mi4s» 
And  although  they  possess  an  unquestionable  right  to  prosecute 
their  claims  in  the  courts  of  justice,  where  an  ample  remedy  might 
he  obtained  for  every  delinquency  of  the  Bank,  they  have  though 
proper  to  disregard  the  suggestion,  and  have  renewed  their  demand 
on  the  Territory.  Their  agent,  Mr.  Forestall,  in  his  letter  of  the  7th 
November  last,  offers  as  an  argument,  to  establish  the  immediate 
responsibility  of  the  Territory,  and  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  the 
interest  on  these  bonds,  the  repeal  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  to 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  by  which  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  are  considered  liable^  in  their  individual 
and  personal  capacity,  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds.  This  in- 
telligent stranger,  though  evidently  acting  under  the  advice  of  per- 
sons learned  in  the  law,  appears  not  to  have  been  aware  of  the  fact 
that  no  subsequent  legislation  can  affect,  or  in  the  smallest  degree 
impair,  the  legal  rights  of  the  bond-holders — ^the  bonds  having  been 
negotiated,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  for  a 
valuable  consideration.  The  repealing  act  of  the  10th  February, 
1838,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is,  bv  the  10th  section  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a 
dead  letter.  This  principle  will  not  be  controverted  in  any  legal 
tribunal  of  our  country. 

The  bonds  bear  on  their  face  the  following  inscription : — '^*  For 
the  pa3rment  of  the  said  principal  sum,  and  interest,  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  is  pledged,  and  the  stockholders  thereof 
are  individually  and  personally  lidle,  according  to  the  stipulatiODB 
of  the  charter  of  said  Bank." 

The  responsibility  of  the  stockholders  is  a  prominent  obligation 
of  the  contract.  The  names  of  the  stockholders,  at  the  time  of  ne- 
gotiating the  bonds — Biddle,  Jaudon,  Chauncey,  Chase,  Wilder, 
and  others — with  their  high  reputation  for  wealth,  commercial  hon- 
or, and  financial  knowledge,  were  worth  much  more  in  the  European 
maricet  than  the  faith  and  responsibility  of  Florida ;  and  it  was  the 
liability  of  these  persons  which  induced  foreign  capitalists  to  make 
the  investment." 

These  distinguished  names,  with  the  unbounded  capital  at  theb 
command,  were  familiarly  known  by  the  bankers  of  Europe,  many 
of  whom  could  not  have  found  our  Territory  on  the  map  of  the 
world.  They  were  as  ignorant  of  our  resources,  and  of  our  locali- 
ty, as  we  are  of  the  most  inconsiderable  principality  of  the  Eastern 
hemisphere. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  emphatically  declares  that 
no  state  shall  pass  any  "  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  coBt];act8 ;'! 
and  under  this  provision,  in  an  action  by  the  bond^holders  against 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  the  act  of  10th  Febnn 
ary,  1838,  could  not  be  successfully  plead  in  bar ;  while  it  might 
be  fatal  in  an  action  by  the  Territory  against  the  same  parties. — 
The  Territory  had  an  unquestionable  right,  by  legislative  enactment, 
to  release  the  stockholders  ftpm  all  responsibility  to  her ;  but  she 
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could  n6t  discharge  them  from  their  slightest  obligations  to  the 
bond-holders. 

The  repeal  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  to  authorize  an  increase 
of  the  dftpita:!  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  (creating  the  liability 
of  the  stockholders,)  by  the  act  of  the  10th  February,  1838,  so  far 
from  supporting  an  argument  against  the  propriety  of  the  bond-hold- 
ers proceeding,  by  an  action  at  law,  to  recover  the  interest  due  on 
the  bonds  from  the  stockholders,  offers,  in  my  opinion,  another,  and 
a  most  cogent  reason,  why  that  measure  should  be  insisted  on  most 
earnestly  by  the  Territory. 

If  this  right  should  be  waived,  and  the  Territory  should  pay  the 
ram  demanded,  it  could  not  by  any  legal  process  recover  the  amount 
from  the  stockholders  ;  as,  against  such  action,  the  act  of  10th  Feb- 
ruary, might  be  plead  in  bar.  This  act  was  introduced,  and  carried 
through  the  Legislative  Council,  by  the  address  and  management 
of  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  and  the  stockholders,  who 
was  at  that  session  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It 
was  signed  by  me,  with  the  opinion  I  now  entertain,  that  it  could 
not  in  any  degree  impair  the  rights  and  security  of  the  bond-holders, 
"while  it  gives  additional  facilities  to  the  stockholders  to  prosecute 
the  construction  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad, 
which  was  the  paramount  object  intended  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and 
which  authorized  the  issuing  of  the  bonds.  It  is  manifest,  from  the 
charter  itself,  as  well  as  from  all  the  subsequent  legislation  of  the 
Territory,  that  it  never  was  the  design  of  the  Legislative  Council 
to  pay  the  interest  on  these  bonds,  and  then  to  collect  the  amount, 
as  a  reimbursement,  from  the  Bank,  or  its  individual  stockholders ; 
as  no  revenue  has  ever  been  raised  or  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  ever  been  understood  that  both  the  interest 
and  principal  of  these  bonds  are  required  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank, 
or  its  individual  stockholders  ;  and  that  the  guarantee^f  the  Terri- 
tory extends  only  to  create  an  ultimate  responsibility  to  pay,  when 
both  these  resources  shall  have  failed.  This  understanding  of  all 
the  parties  to  the  transaction  is  most  apparent,  from  the  fact  that 
the  interest  was  regularly  paid  for  a  series  of  years,  without  the  au- 
thorities of  the  Territory  being  apprized  when  or  where  it  was  paid, 
or  who  were  entitled  to  receive  payment  by  the  possession  of  the 
bonds.  The  act  of  the  10th  February,  1838,  could  be  productive 
of  no  injury  whatever,  either  to  the  Territory  or  to  the  bond-hold- 
ers, who  have  now,  as  they  had  originally,  the  right  to  demand  and 
receive,  semi-annually,  of  the  Bank  and  its  stockholders,  the  inter- 
est due  on  the  bonds ;  and  in  case  of  non-payment,  may  proceed  to 
collect  the  amount  by  legal  process.  The  act  above-mentioned  was 
not  signed  by  me  until  after  the  most  mature  deliberation.  It  was 
kept  under  advisement  for  a  number  of  days,  and  its  operation  fully 
considered.  I  required  of  the  member  by  whom  it  was  introduced 
(knowing  his  connection  with  the  Bank)  an  explanation  of  the  ob- 
ject intended— that  explanation  was  satisfactory.    Finding  that  it 
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wonld  give  addiUonal  facilities  for  the  construction  of  the  Railroadt 
hy  permitting  the  whole  amount  of  the  $500,000  raised  by  the  sale 
of  the  bonds,  to  **  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  instalments 
on  the  stock^  of  that  company  ;  understanding  from  the  law,  and 
the  practice  under  it  for  the  three  preceding  years,  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Legislative  Council  that  the  Territory  should 
become  the  collector  of  the  interest  from  the  Bank  and  its  stock- 
holders,  for  the  use  of  the  bond-holders ;  and  believing  that  the 
rights  of  the  latter  party,  protected,  as  they  are,  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  could  not  be  affected  or  impaired  by  any  sub- 
sequent legislation,  I  gave  my  approval  to  the  act  of  10th  February, 
1838. 

Another  argument  urged  by  the  bond-holders  why  the  TeniUxy 
should  be  considered  immediately  responsible  for  the  interest  ou 
the  bonds,  is,  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  has,  by  the  provi* 
sions  of  the  charter,  been  hypothecated,  as  an  indemnity  to  the 
Territory.  However  plausible  this  argument  may  be,  this  h.ypoth- 
ecation  could  never  have  been  considered  any  thing  more  tnan  a 
nominal  security. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  institution,  and  the  object  for  wliich 
it  was  intended,  the  capital  of  the  Bank  must  have  remained  in  the 
possession,  or  subject  to  the  control  of,  the  stockholders,  who, 
through  the  directors,  are  liable  for  every  misapplication  and  inju- 
dicious management.  The  Territory  could  exercise  no  control  over 
it  without  defeating  the  object  intended  to  be  accomplished — ^henee 
it  has  been  greatly  exhausted  by  a  prodigal  expenditure,  leaving  lit* 
tie  more  than  the  stock  without  the  capiul,  which  can  be  consider- 
ed of  but  small  value.  The  stock,  and  the  property  appertaining  to 
^e  Railroad,  was,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  also  hypo&ecated 
to  the  Territory.  To  show  the  want  of  respect  observed  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  for  this  obligation,  which  was  intended 
as  a  restrict)pn  upon  them,  after  abandoning  the  construction  of  the 
Railroad,  without  finishing  any  part  of  it ;  (the  completion  of  which 
was  the  consideration  which  induced  the  Territory  to  become  the 
endorser  of  their  bonds,)  without  any  notice  whatever  ;  they,  ihroi^h 
the  directors  of  the  Bank,  have  caused  to  be  removed,  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Territory,  and  have  disposed  of  iron,  locomo- 
tives, cars,  and  other  articles,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty *one  thousand  ^\g  hundred  dollars.  After  this  breach  of  good 
faith  on  their  part ^  I  ask  with  what  grace  they  can  attempt  to  shrink 
from  their  liabOity,  and  shelter  iLcinselves  behind  the  responsibility 
of  this  Territory,  whose  con  tide  nee  they  have  so  much  abused?— 
Many  of  them  1  know  lo  be  gentlemen,  justly  proud  of  their  high 
reputation  ;  and  I  indulge  the  hope  that  they  will  yet  stand  forth, 
and  discharge  their  obligation,  with  the  same  :good  faith  with  which 
I  trust  this  Territory  will  vindicate  her  honor.  The  stockholders 
arc  liable  for  ih«  mismanagement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  and 
Kailroad  j  and  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  I  hAve  been  able  to 
coosidex  the  case,  I  tbunk  that  the  Territory  has  a  right  to  reqiure. 
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cf  the  1}on^Iiolders  due  diligence  to  recover  the  imereet  and  prin** 
<:ipa]  from  them,  before  it  can  be  held  responsible. 

But,  gentlemen,  af^er  the  observance  of  this  due  diligence,  wsA 
proper  efforts,  to  recover  the  amount  which  may  be  due  from  the 
bank  and  its  stockholders — if  the  e^ort  should  prove  unsuccessful, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  to  you  my  opinion  that  the  Ter^ 
ritory  is  bound  by  the  highest  obligations  to  satisfy  the  demand.— 
However  convenient  it  may  be  to  disavow  our  responsibility,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  an  onerous  debt ;  however  popu- 
lar the  argument  may  be,  which  is  offered  in  favor  of  the  repudiation 
of  these  bonds,  I  have  an  irresistible  conviction  on  my  ovm  mind 
that  we  are  bound  by  all  the  principles  of  good  faith,  and  by  the 
rules  of  common  honesty,  to  redeem  the  pledges  so  solemnly  given, 
whenever  our  responsibility  may  arise.  The  honor  of  the  Territory 
has,  by  her  Legislation,  been  put  in  pledge.  That  pledge  most  be 
redeemed.  Our  honor  must  be  vindicated,  or  we  leave  an  indelible 
stain  on  our  reputation.  As  a  citizen  of  Florida,  identified. with  her 
fortune  and  her  fame,  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  record  my  solemn 
protest  against  any  act  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  cover  her  wi& 
dishonor.  From  the  days  of  the  first  emigrants  to  this  continent, 
European  capital  has  beeh  employed  to  remove  the  forests,  to  set* 
tie  the  wilderness,  and  aid  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  im- 
provement. Under  this  system,  the  agency  of  steam  has  almost 
annihilated  space,  and  places  before  remotely  situated  are  brought 
in  close  proximity — ^Railroads  have  been  conetructed — mountains 
have  been  tunnelled — ^rivers  made  navigable— canals  have  been  cut 
-^manufactories  established,  and  our  national  prosperity  placed  cen- 
turies in  advance  of  what  it  could  have  been  without  this  invaluable 
resource.  Our  ancestors,  who  introduced  this  system  of  borrowed 
capital,  have  left  us  a  valuable  inheritance  in  their  reputation  f^r 
good  faith  and  honesty,  in  the  discharge  of  their  obligations.  Hith- 
erto Americans  have  been  justly  proud  of  their  character,  for  punc- 
tuality and  good  faith,  and  I  mo^  fervently  hope  that  Florida  will 
not  present  the  first  example  Of  a  departure  from  these  elevated 
principles.  Experience  has  shown  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries, 
that  an  unsullied  reputation  is  the  most  valuable  possessions  to  States 
and  communities,  as  well  as  to  individuals.  We  may,  perhaps, 
persuade  ourselves  that  there  is  no  dishonor  in  refusing  to  observe 
the  obligations  we  ourselves  have  created,  but  we  shall  calculate  too 
largely  on  th^  credulity  of  mankind,  if  we  flatter  ourselves  that 
others  will  believe  it  who  are  less  interested  in  the  proposition.  It 
is  true,  that  we  are  at  present  laboring  under  the  heavy  pressure  of 
many  embarrassments.  Our  currency  is  limited,  and  depreciated 
— our  people  are  in  debt,  and  an  Inman  war  raging  on  our  borders. 
Btrt  our  natural  resources  are  extraordinary — the  war,  it  is  believ- 
ed, will  soon  be  at  an  end — the  tide  of  emigration  will  again  flow 
in  upon  us — ^the  wilderness  will  be  converted  into  fruitful  fields—- 
our  productive  soil,  and  genial  climate,  will  yield  a  rich  reward  to 
ihe  settler ;  and  a  fetv  years  of  patient  industry  and  economy,  will 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


16 

enable  ns  to  discharge  this  debt,  and  redeem  ns  from  the  ererlast" 
ing  shame  and  dishonor  of  repudiating  our  solemn  obligations. — 
There  are  few  to  be  found,  who  openly  avow  the  doctrine  that  the 
money  adranced  by  the  European  capitalists  should  not  be  paid  by 
some  authority ;  and  a  combined  effort  is  making  by  the  bondhold- 
ers and  stockholders,  with  their  agents  and  counsel,  to  put  the  re- 
sponsibility on  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  discover  by  what  process  of  reasoning,  this  doctrine  can  be 
maintained — it  is  alleged  by  those  professing  this  belief,  that  the 
Territory  is  not  responsible  because  the  Legislative  Council  did  not 
possess  the  power  to  create  this  obligation  ;  and  yet  the  same  indi- 
viduals claim  for  the  Territorial  Legilature  the  more  extraordinaiy 
power  of  binding  the  General  Government  by  its  enactments.  All 
the  powers  possessed  by  our  Legislative  Council  are  expressly  con- 
ferred by  Congress — we  have  power  to  act  "  on  all  rightful  subjects 
of  Legislation."  Under  this  grant,  with  what  propriety  can  it  be 
contended  that  we  have  power  to  pass  laws  binding  the  Gk)vernment 
of  the  U.  States,  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  near 
43,150,000,  obtained  by  our  banking  institutions  on  Territorial  se- 
curities 1  Will  it  be  contended  by  any  one  professing  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Government,  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  can  be  bound  by  any  other  than  their  own 
sovereign  authority,  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  their  imme- 
diate representation  "in  Congress  assembled  ?"  Can  it  be  contend- 
ed that  the  Legislative  Concil  of  Florida,  represents  the  soverei^ 
people  of  the  United  States  ?  I  feel  well  assured  that  none  will 
betray  so  gross  an  absurdity,  by  answering  in  the  affirmative  ;  and 
yet  this  absurdity  is  clearly  involved  in  the  proposition  to  render 
the  United  States  responsible  for  the  payment  of  bonds  guaranteed 
by  this  Territory,  under  our  local  Legiislation.  This  ground  will  be 
abandoned  ;  but  another  provision  contained  in  the  organic  law  is 
invoked  to  sustain  this  extraordinary  doctrine — it  provided  that  "the 
Governor  shall  publish  throughout  the  Territory,  all  laws  which 
shall  be  made,  and  shall  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December,  in 
each  year,  report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  which,  if  disapproved  by  Congress,  shall 
thenceforth  be  of  no  force."  From  this  provision  it  is  argued,  that 
Congress,  by  its  having  acquiesced  in  permitting  the  charter  of  the 
bank  to  go  into  operation,  rendered  the  people  of  the  United  States 
liable  to  pay  the  bonds  of  the  bank.  I  cannot  perceive,  myself,  the 
propriety  of  such  a  conclusion.  The  most  rational  deduction,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  drawn  from  the  premises  is,  that  Congress  by  its 
silent  acquiescence  in  our  Legislation,  has  only  permitted  us  to 
bind  ourselves  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases  in  which  the  Legislative 
Council  has  passed  laws,  instead  of  binding  itself  to  redeem  our 
pledges.  The  intention  of  Congress  appears  to  me  too  plain  to  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt.  In  the  language  of  the  law  creating  the  Legislative 
Council,  "  the  legislative  power  shall  also  extend  to  all  the  rightful 
sui^ects  of  legislation."    This  is  our  charter  of  power. 
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In  a  Bubsoqueot  cUme  of  tbe  same,  law^  Conffro ss  reservo^i  to 
itaelf  a  aupervision  of  our  acts,  apd  makes  itself  tne  supreme  judgo 
of  wl)at  are  these  "  rigbtful  subjects"  over  which  the  Legislative 
CotiDcil  shall  exercise  "  Legislative  powet.*^  AH  the  laws  of  tlie 
Territory  are  required  to  be  "  laid  before  Congress,  which,  if  dis- 
approved by  Congress,  shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  force."  This  is 
certain,  and  the  converse  of  the  proposition  DdUst  be  equally  t^e. 
AU  laws  QQt  disapproved  by  Congress,  must  therefore  l>e  of  full 
force  and  effect.  Congres^^  by  not  disapproving  of  tbe  act  author- 
izing the  issue  of  bonds  of  the  Bank,  and  theit  guarantee  by  the 
Territory,  has  decided  that  this  is  '*a  rigbtful  subject  o(  legislation,^ 
and  has  given  a  silent  approval  of  that  act.  From  the  decision  of 
Congress  diere  is  no  appeal,  and  the  law  must  be  obligatory  on  aU 
the  parties  concerned.  There  has  been  no  action  of  Confess  iijL 
the  case — all  has  been  passive  silence..  How,  then,  consistently 
with  the.  provisions  of  the  constitution,  can  Congress,  without  ac- 
tion, bind  th^  people  and  ^yemment  of  the  United  States  to  dia- 
charge  aa  obligation  voluntarily  assumed  by  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida? Cpngress  could,  it  is  true,  under  the  organic  law,  l\ave 
repealed  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  authorizing  the  Terri- 
tory to  guarantee  the  bonds,  and  pledge  its  fjaith  for  their  redemp- 
tion. But  it  appears  to  have  thought  proper  to  g\\'e  it  a  slleni 
approval,  which  was  all  that  was  re^iuired  by  the  organic  taw  ta 
complete  the  ultimate  responsibility  of  iho  Territory.  Now,  if 
there  be  any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  geof^ral  government, 
for  this  act  of  our  Le^slative  Council,  it  ctm  only  be  in  the  nature 
of  ^penalty,  for  a  supposetd  neglect  of  Congress  to  repeal  the  act, 
when  presented  under  the  provisions  of  the  organic  law.  And  who 
are  to  be  the  judges  pf  that  liability?  Before  whsit  iribimd  shall 
the  goyerqment  be  arraigned,  to  answer  for  this  delinquency  '  la  it 
within  the  power  of  th^  Legislative  CJouncil  of  Florida  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  the  case  ?— -to  shift  th«j  roaponsibiUty  from  th<^  Ter- 
ritory, and  transfer  it  to  the  genera^  government  ? 

But,  as  extraordinary  vl$  the  propositioi^  may  be,  for  the  sakp  of 
argument,  let  it  be  adrnitted  that  the  Legislative  Council  of  Flcjrida 
has  full  power  to  bind  the  people  and  government  Qf  the  Unite! 
States  by  its  legislation,  the  question  then  arises — ^has  it  done  so  iii£ 
the  present  instance  t  Does  the  language  employed  in  the  act  tq^ 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  th?  Bank  of  Pensacola,  indicate  siicb 
in  intention  ?  The  ^th  secti^m  of  the  act  requires  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  to  place  the  following  endorsement  op  the  bonds,  ui 
sign  it,  with  thp  Se.a!  of  the  Territory  affixed^  and  i^ttested  by  t^ 
Secretary  :— 

"  Territory  qfFIn^rtd^ 
In  pur^^ftnce  pf  the  laws  of  the  T^rritoryj  ih^  wiitii^  h^^i  If^ 
hereb;^  assigned  ^J^id  n^ade  payable  \o  the  bearer  thereof;  an(|  tijkjj 
payment  thereof,  und  the  interes^t  therepii,  as  within  stipulai?d,  ij 
aereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  fai%  r(  f^ 
Territory  if  p^d^lCftr  the  redompuoa  thereot**        ", 
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The  provision  of  the  act  binding  the  stockholders,  is  in  the  fol« 
lowing  words : — *'  And  the  stockholders  of  said  Bank,  and  of  said 
Railroad,  shall  be  individually  and  personally  liable  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  said  bonds."  From  the  phraseology  in  which  the  intention 
of  the  Legislative  Council  is  expresse4,  it  is  most  certain  that  it 
intended  only  to  exercise  the  power  conferred  upon  it  by  Congress, 
and  to  bind  the  Bank,  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank,  and  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad,  and  ulti- 
mately to  bind  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  payment  of  the 
bonds,  after  the  two  first  named  securities  shall  have  been  exhaust- 
ed. This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  construction  which  can  be 
given  to  the  act.  But  if  it  were  possible  to  arrive  at  a  different  con- 
clusion, and  the  question  was  definitely  settled  that  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida  possesses  the  power  of  rendering  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  liable  for  millions  of  dollars,  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of  Congress,  afler  making  the 
important  discovery,  would  be  to  deprive  the  Territorial  Legislature 
of  this  dangerous  authority. 

Aflter  a  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  I  am  led  to  the 
irresistible  conclusion  that  one  of  the  three  following  propositions 
must  be  adopted : — First,  that  the  Bank  and  its  stockholders  are 
liable,  in  their  individual  and  personal  capacity,  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds  ;  and  that  the  bondholders 
must  first  proceed  against  them.  Secondly,  that  the  Territory  is 
bound  to  redeem  her  pledge,  whenever  the  resources  of  the  Bank 
and  its  stockholders  are  found,  after  full  experiment,  to  be  insufii- 
cient  to  satisfy  the  bondholders.  Or  thirdly,  that  the  Territory 
will  disavow  her  solemn  obligation ;  that  she  will  violate  her  plight- 
ed faith ;  that  she  will  violate  her  honor,  and  repudiate  the  bonds 
which  she  has  guaranteed,  and  which  she  is  bound  by  the  highest 
obligation  to  redeem,  when  the  resources  of  the  Bank  and  its  indi- 
vidual stockholders  shall  have  been  exhausted.  There  appears  to 
me*  to  be  no  alternative ;  and  the  hope  which  animates  die  bond- 
holders and.  their  counsellors,  of  establishing  the  responsibility  of 
the  United  States,  must  prove  fallacious,  ^though  the  bondhold- 
ers have  made  earnest  and  repeated  demands  on  the  Territory,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  they  neither  expect  nor  desire  payment 
from  that  source.  Their  object  is,  through  the  agency  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, to  establish  the  responsibility  of  the  general  government, 
which  would  greatly  enhancja  the  value  of  the  bonds,  and  make 
them  at  once  the  most  desirable,  and  the  most  available  stock  in  the 
European  market.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  liability  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank,  of  their  ample  resources,  and  the  cer- 
tainty with  which  the  interest  may  be  collected  from  them.  But 
thb  would  not  give  to  the  bonds  the  value  and  high  character  they 
would  possess  in  market,  when  secured  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  These  bonds  have  yet  near  20  years  to  run,  to 
maturity.  Let  their  payment  be  guaranteed  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States— let  them  bear  the  denomination  of  six  per  cent. 
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'Ignited  States  stocks,  instead  of  six  per  cent.  Florida  securities,  ana 
it  would  instantly  give  tbem  an  appreciation  of  yalii^  wbich  would 
cause  them  to  be  sought  after  by  every  banker  and  money  changer 
on  the  two  continents,  and  would  command  the  highest  premium 
in  every  market,  foreign  and  domestic.  Great  as  the  advanlage 
wonld  be,  arising  from  this  operation,  it  would  be  inconsiderable 
when  compared  with  the  consequent  results.  The  security  of  these 
bonds  by  toe  government,  amounting  to  $500,000,  would  be  but  the 
introduction  to  the  magnificent  plan  of  the  interested  parties.  The 
whole  $3,150,000,  of  Territorial  pledges,  would  foHow  in  succes- 
sion. The  bonds  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  bonds  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  would  at  once 
appreciate  far  above  par  value,  and  be  anxiously  sought  for  in  mar- 
ket. But  even  this  is  not  the  ultimatum  of  what  is  sought  to  be 
accomplished.  All  the  bonds  of  the  different  states  of  this  Union, 
and  the  bonds  of  the  corporations  of  the  several  states,  which  have 
been  vended  abroad,  would  be  pressed  upon  the  general  government, 
and  claim  to  be  secured  by  an  assumption  of  payment. 

When  we  consider  the  grandeur  of  the  scheme,  and  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interest  involved,  we  need  not  be  siuprized  at  the  num- 
ber of  its  advocates,  and  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  it  is  pros- 
ecuted. But  the  design  is  hopeless — it  never  can  be  consumma- 
ted. There  is  no  responsibility,  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  to  satisfy  these  demands  ;  and  when  the  bond- 
holders have  abandoned  the  hope  of  establishing,  through  the  Ter- 
ritorial authorities,  the  responsibility  of  the  Federal  Government, 
they  will  find  a  much  more  prompt  and  certain  mode  of  collecting 
the  interest  on  the  bonds,  than  that  of  apjdytng  to  the  Legislative 
Council  to  tax  the  people  of  Florida,  to  raise  the  money  for  that 
purpose.  They  will  at  once  proceed  to  collect  the  interest  from  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank ;  who,  not  only  by  the  charter  of  incor- 
poration, but  by  every  principle  of  right  and  justice,  should  be  held 
responsible. 

It  is  contended  by  the  agents  of  the  bondholders,  that  althoodi 
the  stockholders  may  be  liable  for  the  interest  accruing  on  the  bonds, 
yet  the  endorsement  of  the  Grovemor  of  the  Tewitory,  by  which  they 
are  made  payable  to  bearer,  gives  them  the  character  and  effect  of 
bills  of  exchange,  and  that  the  holder  has  a  right  to  make  all  the 
parties  concerned  responsible.  There  is  an  essential  difference 
between  bonds  and  bills  of  exchange.  The  former  are  not  gene- 
rally negotiable  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  endorsement  of  ihoee  in 
question,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  bonds  theuk- 
selves,  point  as  an  index  to  the  law  by  which  they  must  be  govenir 
ed.  That  law  gives  notice  to  all  the  world  of  the  nature  of  the 
transaction,  and  preserves  all  the  equity,  in  the  hands  of  third  pec- 
sons,  which  originally  existed  between  the  first  parties  to  the  bonds. 
The  law  will  not  permit  the  holders  to  plead  ignorance  of  its  pro- 
visions, but  will  confine  them  to  the  respoosibUities  it  creates,  and 
the  remedies  it  affords.    These  bon^  cannot^  therefore,  be  r  -* 
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3iled-tQ  ootanneroialtpap^,  tmd  the  ^Idera  niiiBt  ^eek  redress  from 
the  stoekholders,  before  they  can  look  to  the  responsibility  of  this 
Territoiy.  They  are,  and  they  ought  of  right  to  be,  held  strictly 
i^ocoimtable,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the 
IkHtids.  So  firmly  am  I  impressed  with  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
this  measure,  I  cannot  forbear  reecHamending  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  a 
resolution  be  passed,  expressing  the  fixed  detenmnation  to  afford 
BO  relief,  whatever,  U>  tne  bondholders,  until  they  shall  have  used 
all  due  diligence,  by  an  action  at  law,  to  recover  the  interest  due 
on  the  bdn£  from  the  Bank,  lOid  the  stockholders  of  the  Bai^.-— 
When  these  resources  shall  have  been  exhausted,  then,  and  not 
uiitil  then,  will  the  Tenitory,  as  the  endorser  of  the  bonds,  become 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  interest,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  law.  Whenever  this  contingency  shall  arise, 
even  though  I  may  staifid  alone,  I  shall  be  ready,  as  a  citizen  of  Flo* 
rida,  in  whatever  station  I  itoay  be  placed,  ft>  raise  my  voice  in  vin* 
dication  of  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  and  will  use  every  effort  in 
my- power,  feeble  and  unarailiag  as  Uiose  efibrto  may  be,  to  redeem 
the  plighted  faith  of  Florida  to  the  last  fraction  of  her  responsibili* 
ly.  No  one  dould  be  more  unwilling  than  myself  to  pledge  the 
jfoith  of  the  Territory  to  promote  a  private  enterprize ;  but  when 
pledged,  by  the  laws  of  the  countiy,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  aid  in  the  redeibptiou  of  that  pledge. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  las(  I^dgislative  Council,  my 
predecessor  appointed  Mr.  Walker  Andenton  a  special  commission- 
er to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Ba^k  of  Pensacola.  A  copy 
t>f  his  report  is  herewith  enclosed.  You  will  perceive  from. the 
rdport  of  the  bank,  that  a  part  of  the  debt  due  from  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  Florida  to  (he  Bank  of  Pensacola*  was  secured  by  a  con- 
veyance of  certain  real  estate,  in  the  town  pf  Apalachicda.  I  have 
recently  been  informed  from  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  credit, 
that  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  has,  by  deed,  conveyed  this  property  to 
Messts.  Biddie,  Jaudon  and  Chauncey,  of  Philadelphia,  stockhold- 
ers of  the  barik.  The  amended  charter  of  this  institution  provides, 
riiat  all  the  property  of  the  bank  shall  be  hypothecated  to  the  Terri- 
tory, as  a  protection  against  any  loss  which  might  result  from  the 
endorsement  of  the  b^nds.  And  the  mortgage  given  under  this 
statute  by  the  bank,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1 835,  to  the.  Territory, 
cbnveyis  <*  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  and  all  the  property,  real 
•andpersonaly  and  assets,  which  it  has  or  holds,  or  which  it  may 
kereafter  have  or  hold."  The  conveyance  made  by  the  bank  to 
Messrs.  Biddie  and  others,  of  the  property  at  ApalaGhic9)a,  in  vio- 
-ImiDn  of  the  compact  enteredinto  with  the  Tenit(»y,  afibrds  another 
evidence  of  the  want  of  gbod  faith,  both  cHu  the  part  of  the  bank  and 
in  stockholders,  and  dfiers  another  reason  why  these  parties  slipoid 
'|ie>  prosecuted  to  bankruptcy,  befinre  the  Territory  shall  be  held  re- 
^sfonsifa4e  for  her  endorMment  The  measure  of  justice  can  never 
p^  filled,  until  they  shall  have  been  held  to  a  strict  accountability. 
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fot  dqiianderinigr  the  funds  of  die  bank ;  and  their  bteach  of  tnist  and 
confidence,' hi  lid|)Osing  of  the  real  estate,  and  transporting  beyond 
its  jurisdidlfAblhife^tsonal  property  hypo^ecated  to  the  Territory. 
The  bondhdild^i^slti^y,  if  they  will,  recover  the  amount  of  principid 
sinci  interest  dlie  fVom  them ;  and  if  they  do  not  proceed  with  all 
due  diligence  to  make  the  collection,  I,  at  least,  shall  consider  that 
they  have  given  that  credit  to  the  stockholders  which  will  discharge 
the  Territory  from  her  liability. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Territory  for  the  bdnds  of  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  &>  Ttust  'Company,  although  somewhat  similar  to 
that  incurred  by  the  endorsement  6f  the  bdnds  of  the  Bank  of  Pen- 
sacola,  can  never  be  prodwl^tive  of  the  same  embarrassment.  The 
<lebts  due  the  bank  are  better  secured,  and  the  Territoi^  is  better 
protected  against  loss,  lb  case  of  a  delinquency  of  the  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  principal  and  interest.  The  present  guarantee  by  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  bonds  on  certificates  of  this  institution ,  amount  to  9400,- 
000.  I  have  been  officially  informed  by  the  President  of  this  bank, 
that  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  certificates,  fbr  ode  thousand 
dollars  eaeh,  have  passed  from  its  possession,  owing  to  the  bad 
faith  of  the  purchaser,  without  consideration ;  and  that  measure 
are  in  progress  fbr  their  Recovery,  which,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  successful.  The  remaining  150  are  under  the  present  control  of 
the  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  will  probably  be' snrren^ered  to 
the  Territory.  The  principal  Capital,  amounting  to  $500,000,  l^as 
paid  in  by  the  stockhoMets  before  the  certificates  were  IsisAatrd,  ^ain(d 
endorsed  by  the  Territory.  The  institution  commenced  'biteittdite 
on  this  capftal  H^^ithout  being  entirely  dependent  on  the  funds' pro- 
duced by  the  sale  of  the  certificates.  These  certificates  hafVe  been 
issued  by  the  bank  and  guaranteed  by  the  Territory,  in'striet  eon- 
formity  with  the  dharter,  Which  requires  that  three-fifChs  6f  the  cap- 
ital stock  6f  the  bank  paid  In,  shall  be  loaned  on  mortgajge  of  real 
and  personal  estate  of  double  the  am6unt  of  the  loan,  the  vahte  to 
be  ascertained  by  appraisers,  and  approved  by  a  commissioner  ftp- 
pointed  by  the  Government.  In  case  of  the  non-payment  of  the 
principal  or  interest  of  the  loan  when  due,  the  President  of  the  bade 
Kas  power,  after  giving  twelve  weeks  notice,  to  sell  at  public  auc- 
tion, snch  an  amount  of  the  property  mortgaged  as  maybe  sufficient 
to  pay  the  sum  due.  'By  a  process  equally  snmmaryi  the  Territory 
tnay  protect  herself  against  any  loss,  or  inconvenience,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  endorsement.  The  chatter  provides,  ''that  in  case 
the  said  company  shall  make  default  in  payment  of  the  principal  or 
interest  Of  sudh  certificates,  it  shiul  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, of  said  Territory,  on  being  certified  of  the  fact  by  the  Gov- 
ern6r,  to  issue  ati  appropriate  process  to  the  Afar^al,  commanding 
him  to  take  so  much  of  the  money,  chbses  in  action,  or  odier  efifeds, 
or  property  of  the  said  company,  and  bring  the  same  into  court 
forthwith,  as  will  be  Sufficient  to  indemnify  the  Government  from 
loss  by  reason  of  such  default,  and  the  court  is  hereby  emp<ywered 
>>  di^ct  the  sale  of  die  same.''    "Widi  these  ample  safbguatds4br 
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its  protection,  the  Territoiy  has  ndthiog  to  apprehend  from  tne 
guarantee  it  has  given  of  the  certificates  of  this  company. 

The  liability  erf  the  Territory  assumed  for  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  is  essentially  different  from  that  incurred  by  her  endorse- 
ments for  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
&  Trust  Company.  In  the  latter  cases,  her  responsibility  is  remote 
and  contingent^  in  the  former,  immediate  and  present.  The  bonds 
sold  by  the  Union  Bank  are  those  ef  the  Territory,  signed  by  the 
Governor  under  his  official  seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Territory.  For  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  these  bonds,  the  Territory  is  directly  responsible  to  the 
bondholders.  But  the  bank'  is  also  liable,  and  so  far,  with  a  lauda- 
ble zeal  to  protect  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  the  interest  has  been 
regularly  paid.  The  integrity,  and  high  character,  of  the  present 
officers  of  this  institution,  affi[>rd  the  best  guarantee  that  every  efibrt 
will  continue  to  be  made  to  discbarge,  with  fidelity,  the  obligations 
of  the  bank,  and  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  Territory ;  and  T  trust 
the  Legislative  Council  will  fix  the  seal  of  disapprobation  on  every 
attempt  which  may  be  made  to  depreciate  the  bonds  in  the  hands 
of  those  who,  confiding  in  our  honor,  have  given  for  them  a  fair  and 
hanafide  consideration.  The  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  in  common 
with  most  of  our  citizens,  is  now  laboring  under  many  embarrass- 
ments, and  may  sustain  heavy  pecuniary  losses.  But  whatever 
may  result  from  the  present  state  of  things,  in  midst  of  the  storm  let 
us  endeavor  to  save  from  the  wreck  our  honor,  and  our  good  faith, 
as  the  most  invaluable  of  all  the  treasures  we  possess.  With  these 
we  may  meet  adversity  without  shame  or  reproach,  when,  by  the 
loss  of  them,  we  should  leave  an  indelible  stain  on  our  reputation. 

The  bonds  signed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  under  the 
charter,  and  delivered  to  the  bank,  amount  to  $3,000,000,  and  bear 
an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  To  protect  the  Territory  from 
any  loss  which  she  is  liable  to  sustain  by  the  bonds,  the  stockhold- 
ers have  mortgaged  property  for  the  bank,  real  and  personal,  ascer- 
tained by  appraisement  to  have  been  worth,  at  the  time  the  loans 
were  made,  on  their  mortgages  $3,000,000,  which  bear  an  interest 
of  8  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Wnen  we  consider  that  the  property  was  generally  mortgaged  for 
a  much  less  sum  than  its  appraised  value,  it  is  fair  to  calculate  that, 
with  its  increase,  and  improved  condition,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
charter,  in  the  year  1873,  it  will  at  least  be  worth  the  $3,000,000 
fer  which  the  bonds  have  been  sold,  or  pledged  by  the  Bank. — 
In  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  although  our  Territory  was 
then,  as  it  still  is,  in  its  infancy,  this  was  less  than  the  estimated 
value  of  the  property  pledged ;  and  at  a  time,  too,  when,  from  the 
sparse  populatton,  and  the  wild  and  unimproved  condition  of  the 
country,  lands  had  not  attained  the  high  value  which  those  of  the 
same,  or  even  inferior  quality,  possessed  in  the  same  latitude  of  the 
cotton-growing  region.  It  is  certainly  not  within  the  scope  and 
compass  of  human  knowledge  to  penetrate  the  veil  of  futuri^,  and 
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determine  with  accaracy  what  will  be  the  Take  of  this  property, 
«ome  twenty  years  hence.  But  I  cannot  believe  it  an  extravagant 
calculation  to  estimate,  that  by  the  increase  of  population  in  the 
country,  the  increase  of  the  personal  property,  and  the  addi- 
tional improvement  of  the  real  estate,  it  will  be  worth  as  much 
then,  as  it  was  some  six  or  seven  years  since,  when  most  of  the 
lands  were  unimproved.  If  it  should  possess  only  this  value,  it 
will  at  least  serve  to  protect  this  Territory  from  all  Iom  arising  from 
her  responsibility  for  the  principal  of  the  bonds.  And  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  equally  inconsistent  with  the  dictates  of  wisdom,  and  the 
spirit  of  good  morals,  for  us  to  go  some  twenty  or  thirty  ^ears  in 
advance  of  time,  to  find  an  excuse  which  may  then  possibly,  but 
which  most  probably  will  not  exist,  to  justify  an  act  of  present  bad* 
faith  and  dishonor,  which  we  must  certainly  commit,  by  the  repu- 
diation of  the  bonds.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof," 
is  one  of  the  wise  precepts  we  have  received  from  the  book  of 
knowledge  and  of  truth.  If  we  consult  that  book,  which  was  civen 
to  man  for  his  government  here,  and  to  secure  his  happiness  here* 
after,  we  shall  mid  nothing  which  will  justify  a  departure  from  the 
principles  of  good  faith  in  the  discharge  of  our  obligations.  What- 
ever regard  I  may  have  for  posterity,  if  the  bonds  of  the  Territory 
are  to  be  repudiated — ^if  Florida  is  to  be  dishonored,  b^  an  open  dis- 
avowal, on  the  part  of  her  authorities,  of  her  obligations,  solemnly 
entered  into,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which  her  futh  has  been 
pledged,  I  prefer  that  the  act  be  done  by  those  who  may  come  after 
us,  some  thirty  years  hence,  when  most  of  ns  shall  be  sleeping  in 
the  silent  grave,  rather  than  participate,  myself,  in  this  achievement. 
There  is  certainly  no  necessity,  and  in  my  opinion  there  would  be 
no  apology,  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  at  the  present  time. 
But  it  may  be  contended  that  although  the  security  of  the  Territory 
may  be  abundant  for  the  payment  of  the  principal,  yet  she  may  be 
involved  for  the  non-payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  which  is 
due  semi-annually.  On  this  subject,  too,  I  consider  there  has  been 
an  unnecessary  degree  of  alarm.  The  1  erritory  is  bound  for  the 
interest  on  the  bonds,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  The 
debu  due  the  Bank,  and  which  are  well  secured,  amount  to  a  much 
larger  sum  than  the  bonds,  and  are  drawing  an  interest  of  8  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  last  instalment  of  interest  due  on  the  bonds,  was  . 
promptly  paid,  while  much  of  the  interest  accruing  to  the  Bank  on 
loans,  has  been  accumulating  for  years,  and  yet  remains  unpaid. — 
For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  Bank,  I 
refer  you  to  the  accompanying  official  statement,  exhibiting  its  con- 
dition on  the  Ist  instant.  The  present  circulation  of  the  Bank,  it 
is  believed,  will  be  entirely  absorbed  by  the  interest  which  must 
accrue  to  that  institution  within  the  next  six  months.  With  these 
resources,  and  the  determination  of  the  Bank  to  call  in  its  paper, 
and  make  collections,  even  though  it  should,  from  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  exchange,  be  unable  at  any  time  to  pay  the  interest 
promptly  on  the  day  it  may  become  due,  with  die  judgments  now 
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readered,  aod  wUck  will  be  oblained  ia  a  short  (ime^  it  can  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  the  demand  much  eooaer  than  it  could  be  paid  by  the 
territoi^,  even  if  there  wae  no  oj^oaition  whatever  to  this  measure. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  any 
immediate  action  on  the  subject ;  and  as  we  are  unable  to  relieve 
the  embarrassments  of  either  the  people  or  the  Bank,  justice  re- 
quires that  we  should  adopt  no  means  prejudicial  to  either.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Bank  will  be  enabled  to  continue  to  pay  the  interest 
as  it  becomes  due,  and  save  the  Territory  from  the  humiliating  em-* 
barrassment  which  would  result  from  its  failure  to  do  so.  The  only 
aid  she  invokes  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  object,  is 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  accruing  interest  on  stock  notes,  and  the 
faithful  return  of  the  large  sums  (with  intierest)  she  has  loaned  for 
accommodation. 

There  is  one  subject  connected  with  this  institution,  and  in  my 
opinion  one  only,  which  claims  the  interposition  of  the  Legislative ' 
Council.  The  facilities  with  which  the  personal  property  mortga- 
ged to  the  Bank  may  be  removed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Uie 
Territory,  requires  the  adoption  of  some  energetic  measure  to  pre- 
vent its  occurrence.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommendi 
the  passage  of  a,  law  providing  adequate  penalties  for  this  offence. 
The  Territory,  as  well  as  the  Bank,  has  a  direct  interest  in  this 
property,  and  its  abstraction  from  our  jurisdiction  should  subject  the 
offender  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment. 

As  the  best  corrective  of  the  evil  arising  from  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency, I  would  recommend  to  the  Legislative  Council  the  charter  of 
another  Bank,  based  on  a  metallic  capital,  with  such  guards  and 
restrictions  as  would  insure  the  payment  of  specie  for  all  the  notes  it 
might  put  in  circulation,  with  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter  in  the  event 
at  any  time  of  a  failure  of  such  payment.  A  Bank  chartered  on 
this  principle,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  would  be  sufficient  for  all 
commercial  purposes,  and  would  not  only  furnish  a  sound  currency 
in  its  own  paper,  but  would  produce  the  best  effect  on  all  the  present 
institutions  of  the  country.  It  would  place  their  paper  at  a  certain 
specie  value,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  expelling  it  from  cir- 
culation, and  drive  it  back  on  the  ^anks,  from  whence  it  issued« 
and  where  alone  it  would  pass,  in  (he  payment  of  debts  due  those 
institutions,  for  its  nominal  value.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
most  certain  and  effectual  mode  of  relieving  our  present  embarrass- 
ments— for,  although  the  Banks  are  desirous  of  calling  in  their  cir- 
oulation,  until  some  other  medium  shall  have  been  supplied  to  talui 
the  place  of  this  depreciated  currency,  it  will  continue  from  neces- 
sity to  circulate,  (partially  at  least)  to  the  exclusion  of  gpld  and  silver, 
which  will  be  locked  up  by  individuals,  without  leaving  any  thing 
to  represent  it  in  circulation,  or  will  b,e  transported  abroad  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  exchange.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
surplus  capital  in  Middle  Florida  to  support  such  an  institution, 
which  it  would  immediately  attract ;  and  it  would  be  sustained  by 
the  safest  And  best  financiers  of  (k^  country.    Such  t^n  institution. 
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while  it  fursishes  a  soiuidy  in  the  place  of  the  unsound  currency^ 
which  it  would  drive  from  ckcnlation,  wonld  be  able  to  furnish  ex* 
change  at  a  moderate  premium,  give  facilities  to  commerce,  and  re- 
duce the  price  of  all  imported  articles  which  enter  into  the  con* 
sumption  of  the  country.  Throw  as  many  guards  and  barriers 
jtroond  it  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  ensure  its  fidelity,  to  prevent 
an  abuse  of  power,  and  enforce  the  prompt  redemption  of  its  paper 
with  specie,  but  let  me  earnestly  recommend  to  your  consideration 
the  establishment  of  a  Bank  upon  these  or  similar  principles. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Auditor,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,' 
are  herewith  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legblative 
Council.  They  exhibit  commendable  accuracy  and  vigilance,  on' 
the  part  of  these  officers,  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  du- 
ties ;  and  shew  that  our  revenue  system  is  now  operating  more  ef- 
fectually than  it  did  formerly.  From  the  estimate  of  the  Treasurer 
it  appear  that,  after  appropriating  all  the  available  resources,  and  the 
anticipated  revenue  of  the  next  year,  for  the  payment  of  the  current 
expenses  and  debts  already  due,  there  will  be  a  balance  unpaid,  and 
standing  against  the  Territory,  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1843,  of 
$4,000.  This  sum,  though  inconsiderable,  should  be  paid.  Most 
of  it  has  been  due  for  many  years  for  personal  services,  rendered 
by  our  citizens,  and  claims  the  attention  of  the  Legislative  CounciL 
I  would,  therefore,  recommend  an  increase  of  the  revenue  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  satisfy  this  demand.  The  credit  of  the  Terri- 
tory should  be  sustained  ;  and  in  the  present  instance,  it  may  be 
redeemed  with  very  slight  inconvenience  to  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  Treasurer,  in  his  report,  alludes  to  the  difficulty,  under 
the  present  system,  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Auctioneers,  in  cases  of  delinquency ;  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
an  amendment  of  the  law  on  this  subject.  The  suggestion  appears 
to  me  to  be  highly  worthy  of  attention  ;  and  I  therefore  recommend 
that  the  law  bq  so  amended  as  to  require  all  commissions  of  rev- 
enae  officers,  who  may  incur  a  responsibility  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  the  public  funds,  to  be  deposited  by. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  with  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  be 
required  to  notify  such  person  of  his  appointment,  furnish  him  with 
the  form  of  the  bond  required,  and  withhold  the  commission  until  the 
bond  shall  have  been  returned,  executed  in  due  form.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  would  obviate  all  the  difficulties  which  might 
otherwise  arise  from  the  informalities  of  bonds  given  under  the 
statutes,  and  will  furnish  the  best  safeguards  against  delinquencies 
resulting  from  negligence  and  design. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
without  invoking  its  most  earnest  attention  to  the  present  disor- 
ganized and  inefficient  condition  of  the  militia  of  this  Territory. 
Notwithstanding  the  imminent  duisers  to  which  we  have  been  ex- 
posed from  the  savage  enemy  which  has  prowled  on  our  borders 
for  the  last  six  years — notwithstanding  an  exterminating  « war-  has 
raged  within  the  bosom  of  our  Terriioij,  covering  the  frontier  with 
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itamage  and  rain,  driidii^  \miA  the  advanced  aettienentt,  and  «t 
diffisrent  periods  causing  danger  and  alarm  to  every  portioA  of  tlie 
country, — there  is  not  now,  nor  has  l^re  been  at  any  time,  scarce^ 
hf  one  well  organised  regiment  bf  militia  in  the  whole  Territory ; 
and  our  people  are  leae  prepared  to  defend  diemselfes,  this  day^ 
against  tne  dangers  of  invasion  or  insurrectioni  and  would  offer  • 
more  feeble  resistance  at  iSbe  approach  of  an  -enemy,  foreign  or 
domestic,  than  any  other  portion  of  tiie  American  family.  How** 
ever  painful  it  may  be  to  me,  or  unpleasant  to  jrou,  I  am  impelled 
by  ihe  highest  sense  of  duty  lo  the  country,  to  place  ihis  liiraMlia« 
Ung  troth  before  you,  and  to  ask  for  the  exercise  of  your  author!^ 
here,  and  your  example  at  home,  to  correct  this  most  serious  evii« 
From  the  very  nature  of  our  government  we  must  depend  on  the 
militia  for  defence.  The  war  with  the  Seminoles  will,  it  is  believ* 
ed,  soon  be  closed,  and  the  army  of  the  United  States  will  retire 
from  our  limits.  But  the  Seminoles  may  aot  be  the  last  or  the 
most  deadly  enemy  to  assail  you  from  the  swamps  and  hammocks 
of  Florida.  Your  sparse  white  population,  the  extent  of  your  sea- 
board, its  proximity  to  the  British  islands,  its  exposed  and  defence'* 
less  situatton,  dl  combine  to  address  you  in  a  warning  voice,  and 
remind  you  that  you  are  slumbei^ing  on  a  volcano,  which  by  a  sin- 
gle irruption  mc^  overwhelm  you  with  utter  ruin.  You  may  be 
awakened  from  that  slumber  of  supposed  security  by  a  cry  more 
appalling  than  *<  the  sound  of  the  fire4>eU  at  night.**    You  cannot, 

?mtlemen,  if  you  would,  disguise  this  truth  from  your  perception, 
ou  must  be  aware  of  your  situation,  and  I  ask  you,  without  feel- 
ing or  prejudice,  to  say  whether  it  is  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  pre- 
pare for  danger  while  it  is  yet  distant,  and  may  by  proper  energy 
and  vigilance  be  averted,  rather  than  invite  it  by  apathy  and  neglect, 
and  wait  until  it  has  entered  upon  your  threshold,  before  you  are 
prepared  to  meet  it.  The  only  protection  against  this  danger  is 
to  be  sought  in  a  well  organised  and  armed  militia,  which  can  be 
called  out  at  the  shortest  notice,  in  oases  of  emergency.  But 
neither  organi2ation  or  discipline  can  ^be  introduced  or  maintained, 
uiiless  those  who  are  eubjeet  to  militia  duty  are  oompelled,  under 
proper  penalties  for  neglect  c^  duty  and  disobedience  of  orders,  to 
assemble  promptly  under  arms,  for  instruction. 

By  an  act  m  Congress  passed  in  1808,  returns  of  the  military 
strength  of  the  different  states  and  territories,  are  required  to  be , 
made  annually  to  the  office  of  the  Adiutant  General  of  the  United 
States  Arn^.  Ton  will  perceive,  nom  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  failure  in  this  Terr^oiy 
to  make  those  returns,  for  a  series  of  years,  has  become  a  subject 
of  serious  complaint  at  that  Department.  By  the  act  of  CoDgi^ees 
passed  in  Afoil,  1806,  ums  and  military  equipments  are  requiied  to 
be  distributed  among  the  different  states  and  territories,  in  proper* 
tion  to  their  military  etrenglh ;  and  the  regulations  of  the  govern- 
ment for  canying  Has  act  into  execotien,  provide,  that  to  ^^decennine, 
dieiimdber  of  effective  mililia  in  each  etate  or  territory,  the  official 
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l^hrch  9^  1M3»  tab«  ud^i  aamuiUy,  are  talwi  aB>  th»  gsid*."*^ 
Fiodi  tUs^  )!oii<  will  diaeovcr  tbat  tbe  Tanrkoiy  eanaot  pAftkip«|i| 
Wn  die  advaatagf »  anaiag  uader  tha  a^l  ef  1808)  ualefis  die  retwma 
required  aie  pmiptly  made ;  and.  wlfila  tbe  nilitift  eC  tka  states 
and  other  territories  are  armed  and  equipped  at  the  pul^Iio  eo^nst, 
ooii  nmal  rettaua  unanied  aad  dieCeAcelessi,  ewi«|»  alooA  to>  our 
9mn  B#glect  t»  make  the  neeassury  retttras  in  the  govenimeai.-<> 
This  wSjeet  olaiaiad  n^  eariy  attentiaa' after  eoteiiiig  i^oa  the  HiEtt* 
ctttive  dsiite*  ia  April  kst ;  aadjdie  neeessaiy  erisrs.  wer^  thM 
fiven  in  vdstioii  t»  it*  Oi^  reoemag  the  letteB  from<  the  Seovetaijr 
%t  Wai»  abov*  msntieiied,  I  Bgsitk  iBsoed  tbs-  aaoeesafy  ONodttS^ 
reqiiirifli^  eadb  oessmsAdto  of  br^fade  and  rctgiaieBl  to  make  vetuns 
to  me  without  delay.  But,  with  tba  eiJoepik>&  ef  those  of  the  84 
arid  11th  Mgimenta^  to  returns  whatever  have  yet  been  made,  and 
I  aSb.uaaUft  tk>  oon^y  with  the  reqiiisitioBs  of  the  goserament — 
The  imperfection  of  our  military  wj^stomi  and  the  gwsiat  di^fO^ 
sition  to  S9oid'  miiitaiy  du^,.«eiider  it  abaost  inpsesiUe  to  pmish 
delinquents  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial.  I  therefore  recom- 
mend a  revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject,  and  such  amendments 
as,  in  your  judgment,  will  render  the  system  efficient,  in  producing 
a  proper  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia.  I  cannot  recom- 
mend this  measure  too  strongly,  impressed  as  I  am,  with  its  magni- 
tude and  importance  to  the  safety  oi  the  country ;  and  I  hope  it 
will  .claim  your'  pMiapt  aiid^  eariy  atlenll6iiL 

The  Capitol,  you  will  discover,  is  yet  in  an  unfinished  condi- 
tion, and  from  the  enclosed  account  current  of  the  "  Commissioner 
of  the  Ci^  of  TaMahassae,"  you  will  perceive>  haw  limited  are  our 
resources  for  its  completion,  without  a  furtkerapprof  riation  by  Conr 
gveas  far  that  pui^se.  Shauld  it  be  permitted  to  remain  long  in 
its  present  exposed  situation,  it  may  sustain  much  injmrp.  I  waold, 
^•R&ive^ sufgesttbe proj^et||f  ef  an  eSbit  la obtaiiv the  necessary 
fiiadsy  dpring  the  pvsseat  seaaioa  of  Congress,  to  com|^tail  as 
far  as  possible.  Your  fellow  citizen, 

KIGHARD  K.  CALL^ 
Gaowmrcf  fhrxda, 

"Which  was  read,  and  100  copies  ordered  printed,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents — also,  100  copies  without  documents— ^nd  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pelot,  firom  a  select  committee,  made  thc^  following  report : 

"  The  committee  who  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertaining 
the  best  terms  upon  which  the  printing  of  the  Senate  could  be  ob- 
tained, beg  leave  to  REPORT— 

That  they  have  conferred  with  the  publishers  of  the  respective 
papers  in  Tallahassee,  and  have  received  from  them  the  foUowiag 
proposids,  to  wit : — Samuel  S.  Sibley,  of  the  Floridian,  proposes  to 
churge  for  the  printing^of  the  present  session^  the  average  price 
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which  has  been  paid  for  the  last  three  sessions.  C.  £.  Bartlett,  of 
die  Star,  proposes  to  do  the  printing  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
hnodred  words,  and  one  dollar  and  fiAy  cents  per  page  for  the  Joor- 
nals.  J.  Knowles,  of  the  Sentinel,  proposes  to  do  &e  same  at  one 
and  a  half  cents  per  hundred  words,  and  two  dollars  per  page  for 
the  Journals. 

The  committee  would  recommend  the  proposals  of  the  two  last 
as  the  most  reasonable,  and  so  nearly  equal,  (depending  as  they  do 
upon  the  amount  of  the  miscellaneous  printing  that  may  be  required,) 
that  they  are  unable  to  decide  between  them.  They  would  there- 
fore refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Senate,  with  the  recommendation 
that  whichever  of  the  individuals  may  be  elected,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate,  they  be  bound  by  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  committee. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  PELOT,  Chairman." 

On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  an  election  for  Printer,  when 
Mr.  J.  Knowles  was  duly  elected. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  12  o'clock. 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE— ERRATA. 


On  page  10,  line  9,  "  a  transaction  of  business,"  should  read,  "the 
transaction  of  business." 

On  page  12,  line  11,  "are  considered,  liable,"  should  read,  "  are 
rendered  liable." 

On  page  16,  line  19,  "  $3,150,000"  should  read  «  $3,900,000 ;" 
and  on  same  page,  line  24,  "  representation"  should  read  **represen' 
tatives," 

On  page  19,  line  10,  "  $3,150,000"  should  read  *<  $3,900,000." 

On  page  21,  line  16,  "  bonds  on  certificates"  should  read,  "bonds 
or  certificates." 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYIKO   tHB 

MESSAGE  OP  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Territory  of  Florida, 

To  the  Bank  of  ike  United  States,  DR. 

For  payments  made  by  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  in  London, 
for  interest    due  on  Pensacola  and    Florida  bonds, 
($500,000,)  paid  for  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  viz  : 
Interest  due  January  Ist,  1840,  $15,000 

"   July        1st,  1840,  15,000«$30,000 

with  interest  from  days  of  payment. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  > 
March  3d,  1841.  J 
Sir :  Above  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a 
statement  of  moneys  advanced  by  this  Bank  for  the  credit  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  which  is  now  due.  No  provision  having  been 
made  by  the  Territorial  Government  for  this  payment  of  interest, 
its  securities  would  have  become  valueless,  if  the  Bank  had  not 
advanced  the  fonds.  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your 
Excellency  to  this  debt,  and  request  that  early  arrangement  may  be 
made  for  its  liquidation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  T.  DUNLAP,  President. 

To  his  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 


Executive  Department,  > 
Tallahassee,  30th  March,  1841.      ) 

Sir :  I  have  received  your  letter,  containing  an  account  stated 
against  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
"  for  payment  made  by  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  in  London,  for  inte- 
rest due  on  Pensacola  and  Florida  bonds,  $500,000,  for  the  honor 
of  the  Territory,  viz :  Interest  due  Ist  January,  1840,  1st  July, 
(same  year)  $30,000,  with  interest  from  day  of  payment." 

In  the  letter  annexed  to  this  statement,  you  say  you  have  trans- 
mitted *'  a  statement  of  moneys  advanced  by  the  Bank  for  the  credit 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  which  is  now  due."    You  proceed  to 
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remark  that  **  no  provision  having  been  made  by  the  Territorial  goi- 
vemment  for  this  payment  of  interest,  its  securities  would  have  be-^ 
come  valueless,  if  the  Bank  had  not  advanced  the  funds  ;"  and  yoa  * 
call  my  attention  \o  this  '<  debt,"  and  ''request  that  early  arrange* 
ments  may  be  made  for  its  liquidation." 

I  am  obliged  to  consider  it  a  very  singular  circumstance  that  no- 
tice of  the  non-payment  of  interest,  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  upon 
bonds  for  $600,000,  which  interest  was  due  on  the  1st  Januuy  and 
Ist  July,  1840,  should  be  given  for  the  first  time  in  the  latter  part 
of  March,  1841,  to  the  Territorial  Grovemment.  There  is  a  neglept 
and  delay  in  giving  such  notice,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  busi- 
ness habits  of  business  men — and  upon  this  ground  alone,  the  Ter** 
ritory  might  resist,  with  propriety,  the  payment  of  the  sum  claimed 
to  be  due  ;  but,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  case^I  i^ 
not  feel  authorized  to  resort  to  any  of  the  measures  which  might  be 
made  available  to  the  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  liq^iidating  what 
you  are  pleased  to  call "  a  debt." 

I  yery  much  wish  your  commnnicationi  had  been  made  at  an  ear« 
Uer  day,  and  when  it  would  have  been  in  my  power  to- {dace  it  be* 
fore  the  Legislative  Council,  the  ac^joumment  of  which  took  place 
pn  tho  4th  instant  I  have  not  the  authority  to  call  a  special  or  extra 
session  of  the  Council ,  but  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  on  the  Ist 
Monday  in  January  next,  the  Executive  will  commonicate' your  let- 
teVf  and  thero  can  bo  no  doubt  that  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
will  decide  upon  tUs  important  subject,  (important  tv  the  General 
as  well  as  the  Territorial  Government,)  ae  jnstioe  and  the  rights  oC 
tbeir  constituents  shall  reqpure  at  their  hands. 
I  am^  siTt  ^617  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ROBERT  tlAYMOND  REID. 

Th.  Dunlap,  Esq,,  Pies't  of  the  Bank  of  th»  U.  S» 


BANIt  OF  THE  UnITBD    StATES,  > 

April  20th,  1841.  ) 
Sir :  I  have  been  instructed  hy  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  S.,  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  letter  and  resdutions ;  by  the  pe- 
rusal of  which  ytm  will  be  made  acquainted  with  the  matters  to  which 
the^^  refer.  As  the  interest,  of  which  payment  is  asked,  was  ad- 
tttnced  for  credit  of  Ae  Territory  of  FloridSa„I  fbel  myself  iitithorited 
Id  reqnent  that  you  will  give  to  the  subjectyotir  immediate  attention^ 
so  that  as  little  dela^as  practicable  may  be  made  in  the  reimlburse- 
tfieat  to  the  Baidc  of  the  amount  which  is  Aie  to  ft. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be»  rery  retqpectftdfy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  WM.  DRAYTON,  Presidwr. 

Tto  Ae  Goretnor  of  t]i3^  Tcfjtritwy  of  flo^^ 
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TsRittTORr  OP  Florida, 

To  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  DR* 

For  pajments  made  by  the  Agent  of  tke  Bank  in  LondoO) 
for  intereet  dae  on   Pensacola  and   Florida  Bonds, 
(1500,000)  paid  for  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  m  : 
Interest  due  January  1st,  1840,  $15,000 

«        «     July         1st,  1840,  15,000— $80,000 

with  interest  from  the  days  of  pa3rment. 

Bank  op  the  United  States,  > 
March  3d,  1841,      ) 
To  His  ExeeUeney  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  Governor  of  the  Ter^ 
ritory  of  Florida, 
Sir :  Above  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  3rour  Ezcellenoy  a 
statement  of  moneys  advanced  by  the  Bank  for  the  credit  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  which  are  now  due.    No  provision  having  been 
made  by  tke  Territorial  Govefrnment  for  the  payment  of  interest, 
its  securities  would  have  been  valueless,  if  the  Bank  had  not 
advanced  the  funds.    I  would  respectful^  call  the  attention  of  your 
Excellency  to  this  debt,  and  request  that  early  arrangement  may  be 
made  for  its  liquidation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  leepeetfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  T.  DUNLAP,  President. 

The  committee  on  Exchange,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  13th 
inst.,  a  communication  from  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  Crovemor  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  stating  that  the  account  of  the  bank  against 
the  Territory,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent  of  that  institution,  would  be  submitted  to  the  Legislative  Council 
in  January  next ^ 

REPORT— 

That  the  account  referred  to  was  for  a  claim  of  the  bank  for 
interest  paid  for  the  honor  of  the  Territory  by  the  agent  of  the  bank 
in  London,  on  the  Ist  of  January  and  1st  of  July,  1840,  amounting 
to  $30,000,  with  interest  from  date  of  payment,  on  certain  bonds 
guaranteed  by  that  Territory.  The  committee  would  recommend 
that  another  communication  should  be  addressed  to  the  proper 
authorities,  with  a  request  that  it  might  receive  early  attention. — 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption^  by  the  Board,  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
Governor  of  Florida  another  copy  of  the  account  of  the  &ank  against 
that  Territory,  with  a  request  that,  as  the  amount  claimed  was  paid 
by  the  Bank  toeave  the  Territory  from  dishonor,  early  arrangements 
may  be  made  for  its  liquidation. — Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  thi 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  19,  1841. 
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Tallahassbs,  2l8t  Maji  1841. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  20th  ult.,  enclosiDg  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  my  pre- 
decessor,  and  copies  of  several  resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  United  States  Bank,  accompanied  with  an  account 
against  the  Territory  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  alleged  to  have  been 
paid  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  London,  for 
interest  due  on  Pensacola  and  Florida  bonds,  to  save  this  "Territory 
from  dishonor."  From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  exchange, 
accompanying  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  it 
appears  that  my  predecessor  promised,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  Bank,  to  submit  the  account  against  the  Territoiy 
to  the  Legislative  Council,  in  January  next.  This,  I  presume,  is 
all  that  he  could  with  propriety  have  undertaken  to  do-— for,  though 
the  sum  claimed  is  alleged  to  have  been  paid  on  the  1st  January 
and  1st  July,  1840,  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  had  no  notice  of 
such  payment  until  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  President  of 
the  Bank,  dated  3d  March,  1841,  subsequent  to  the  last  adjournment 
of  the  Legislative  Council.  This  is  of  itself  a  satisfactory  reason 
why  no  provision  has  been  made  to  meet  this  demand ;  and  even  if 
the  justice  of  the  claim  was  unquestionable,  (which  1  am  not  prepa- 
red to  admit,)  it  could  scarcely  have  been  presumed  that  the  Trea- 
sury of  a  Territory  too  limited  in  its  population  and  resources  to 
claim  an  admittance  into  the  Union,  should  have  so  large  a  sum  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  to  meet  a  contingent  and  unexpected 
demand.  Should  I  be  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  at  the  next 
session  of  #he  Legislative  Council,  I  will  not  fail  to  present  this 
claim  for  its  consideration.  In  the  meantime,  I  will  endeavor  to 
investigate  its  merits ;  and  should  I  find  this  Territory  bound  to 
satisfy  this  demand,  I  shall  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  vindi- 
cate its  honor  by  meeting  the  responsibility,  and  discharging  the 
obligation.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  Wm.  Drayton,  Pres't  U.  S.  Bank,  Philadelphia. 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  > 
Philadelphia,  September  28th,  1841.      J 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  July,  addressed  to  my  predecessor, 
was  duly  received.  The  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  chief 
officer  of  the  Bank,  and  other  arrangements  in  regard  to  the  man- 
agement of  its  affairs,  have  prevented  an  earlier  acknowledgment 
of  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 

Although  your  predecessor's  letter  of  the  30th  March  last,  and 
yours  of  the  21st  May,  did  not  authorize  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
expect  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the  Bank  upon  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  for  interest  advanced  by  the  Bank,  in  London,  on  bonds  of 
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the  Teixitoiy,  until  after  the  ineetiDg  of  the  Legislative  Coimcil,  yet 
they  were  not  prepared  to  expect  that  the^  responsibility  of  the  Tem** 
tory,  ibr  the  interest  in  question,  would  be  disputed ;  or  even  that  it 
would  be  insisted  on  that  the  responsibility  could  not  arise,  until  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  its  stockholders,  shall  have  been  prosecu* 
ted  to  bankruptcy. 

As  the  Directors  of  this  Bank  view  the  matter  very  differently 
from  you,  they  submitted  the  whole  matter  to  their  Solicitor.  That 
gentleman  has  examined  the  subject  with  great  care,  and  has  drawn 
up  an  opinion  on  the  case,  which  to  them  appears  very  clear  and 
satisfactory.  By  their  directions,  I  now  enclose  it  to  you  ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  give  it  a  carefbl  examination,  and  I  ittdulge 
the  hope  that  the  result  of  such  an  examination  will  be  to  induoi 
you  to  recommend  the  claims  of  the  Bank  to  the  favoraUe  consMU 
eratiott  of  the  Legislative  Council,  at  its  next  meeting. 
I  am,  sir,  ve^  respectfully. 

Your  obediept  pervant^ 
(Signed)  J.  ROBERTSON. 

OPINION 

On  the  liability  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  repay  the  ammmt  of 
interest  advanced  upon  the  Pensacola  Bank  Bonds  by  the  Agent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  at  London,  in  January  and 
July,  1840. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1834,  the  Legislature  of  tho 
State  of  Alabama,  passed  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  whicli 
road  was  to  be  constructed  from,  or  near  the  town  of  Columbus,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  line  between  Alabama  and  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  in  the  most  eligible  direction  to  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in 
said  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  the  ninth  dav  of  February,  1835,  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida,  passed  an  act  to  authorize  the  said  company 
to  continue  their  road  from  the  said  line  to  the  waters  of  Pensacola 
Bay. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  month,  an  act  of  the  said 
Territory  was  passed  to  increase  the  capital  stock  (^  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola  from  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  sum 
of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  by  the  same  ad 
the  said  Bank  was  authorized  to  purchase  any  shares  of  the  stock 
of  the  said  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Rikil  Hoad  Company,  to 
such  amount  as  the  directors  of  the  Bank  might  deem  expedient. 
To  enable  the  bank  to  purchase  or  subscribe  for  such  stock,  the 
said  bank  was  authorized  forthwith  to  issue  iia  bonds  payable  to  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  gve  hundred  thousand 
dollars^  the  aaid  bonds  to  be  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollaif 
each,  and  to  bear  an  interest  from  the  date  iheieof  at  tbe^rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually  at  such  place  or  places 
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within  tbe  United  States  or  tbe  said  Territory  as  'might  be  deemed 
most  expedient ;  and  (be  said  bonds  to  be  payable  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  1860.  It  was  further  enacted,  thai  when  it  should  be 
satisfactorily  made  to  appear  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Territory 
that  the  said  bank  had  so  purchased  or  subscribed  for  such  stock  as 
aforesaid,  and  on  presentation  of  such  bonds  to  the  Governor  he 
should  endorse  upon  so  many  thereof  as  might  "  be  equal  to  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  the  stock  so  purchased  or  subscribed  as  afore- 
said, the  following  endorsement,  viz: 

«  Territory  of  Florida. 
In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  -the  within  bond  is 
hereby  assigned  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof;  and  the 
payment  thereof,  and  the  interest  thereon,  as  within  stipulated,  is 
hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  faith  of  the 
Territory  is  pledged  for  the  redemption  thereof." 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  Terri- 
tory, at  the  Executive  Office,  this         day  of  , 
183     ,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the        year. 
By  the  Governor. 

Governor  t)f  Florida. 
,  Secretary." 

And  which  said  bonds  should  be  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and 
the  seal  affixed  thereto  without  fee  ;  and  the  Governor  should  there- 
upon deliver  the  same  to  the  said  bank,  in  order  that  by  the  sale 
thereof  the  said  bank  might  be  enabled  to  pay  for  such  purchase 
or  subscription,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  delivery  of  said  bonds  to  the 
purchaser,  by  said  bank,  should  entitle  such  purchaser  to  hold  the 
same,  and  demand  and  receive  the  principal,  and  interest  thereon 
when  due,  as  the  assignee  of  the  Territory,  as  aforesaid.  An 
additional  number  of  bonds  are  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  said 
bank,  in  the  same  manner,  whenever  the  said  Rail  Road  Company 
should  call  in  any  instalments  of  the  stock. 

To  secure  and  indemnify  the  Territory  for  the  guarantee  of  the 
said  bonds,  the  said  bank  is  required  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
Governor  of  tbe  Territory,  at  the  time  of  the  endorsement  t)f  the 
bonds  fiTBi  given  by  said  bank,  an  hypothecation  of  the  capital  stock 
of  the  said  bnnk,  and  of  all  its  property,  real  and  personal,  and 
assetts  which  it  may  then  or  thereafter  hold  or  have,  and  of  the 
etock  it  m^iy  then  or  thereafter  hold,  in  the  said  Alabama,  Florida 
aod  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  the 
Governor  may  direct,  which  hypothecation  is  declared  to  be,  and 
continue^  a  lien  upon  the  said  capital  stock,  property  and  assetts  ; 
and  said  stock  in  said  Rait  Road,  and  also  such  portion  of  said 
Rail  Road  as  h  within  the  said  Territory,  in  preference  to  all  other 
claims  and  liens^  until  said  bonds  are  perfectly  paid  and  extin- 
gniBbed. 
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By  virtue  of  these  laws  bood3  were  issued  by  ithe«ud  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  with  the  assigoment  and  guarantee  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida  endorsed.  Some  of  them  were  purchased,  and  held  in 
Eurc^e.  On  the  furst  day  of  Janui^ry,  1840,  when  the  semi-annual 
interest  became  due,  no  provision  was  made  for  its, payment,  either 
by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  or  the  Territory  i  and  a  similar  failure  to 
supply  funds  for  this  purpose  occuned  on  itk^  first  day  of  July  fol- 
lowing. 

For  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  whofie  faith  was  thus  solemnly 
pledged,  the  Agent,  in  London,  of  the  Bank  pf  the  United  States, 
paid  to  the  European  holders  ^e  interest  as  the  same  became: due, 
at  the  time  above  stated. 

The  amount  of  the  sums  so  paid,  viz : 
Interest  due  January  Ist,  1840,  $15,000 

"     July,       Isi,  1840,  i5,000i^$30,000 

with  interest  from  days  of  payment,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
claims  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  Tenitory  of  Florida,  and  the  claim 
having  been  resisted,  my  opinion  in  relation  to  her  liability  has  been 
requested. 

The  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida  to  make  the  several  enactments  from  which 
the  present  claim  has  emanated,  has  not  been  disputed.  It  is  not 
denied  that  the  bonds  were  legally  issued,  nor  that  they  were  fairly 
purchased  by  the  holders.  There  is  no  allt^gation  that  any  pro- 
vision was  made,  either, by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  or  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  to  meet  the  accruing  interest ;  and  the  payment  by  the 
agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  denied,  nor  has  it 
been  contended  that,  by  that  payment,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  not  acquired  the  rights  of  a  creditor.  The  claim  to  repayment 
from  the  Territory  is  repelled  on  other  grounds. 

By  the  law  merchant,  which  is  founded  ofi  the  rules  of  equity, 
and  governed  in  all  its  parts  by  plain  jusUce  and  good  faith,  "  a 
stranger  who  pays  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the  honor  of  the  parties  to 
it,  acquires  all  the  same  rights  that  the  holder  of  the  bill  had,  although 
no  regqlar  transfer  of  the  bill  was  made  to  him."  The  design  and 
tendency  of  this  rule  are  to  invigorate  credit,  promote  the  exercise 
of  confidence,  and  cultivate  mercantile  honor.  Its  extension  to  the 
present  subject  is  reasonable  and  just.  It  was  obviously  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  furnish  every  facility  and  induce- 
ment for  the  negotiation  of  these  bpuds  ;  and  upon  the  faith  she  had 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  them  and  of  the  interest,,  foreign  capital, 

S:eatly  exceeding  twice  the  amount  of  the  original  stock  of  the 
ank  of  Pensacols,  was  invested.  When  the  interest  became  due, 
and  no  resources  were  at  hand  to  meet  it,  the  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  preserve  and  elevate 
abroad  American,  securities,  interposed  f  and  by  paying  the  interest 
rescued  the  honor  of  the  Territory.  It  would  follow,  5ien,  that  by 
this  act  the  Bank  acquired  the  same  rights  that  the  holders  of  the 
bonds  had  for  the  recovery  of,  the  interest. 
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The^  posilioii  tasnmed  by  Ga^mut  CaH,  in  hib  letter  of  the  29th 
July,  1841,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  does  not  conflict  with  the  principle,  that  the  Bank  is  entitled 
to  stand  upon  the  same  gronnd  that  the  holders  of  the  bonds  would 
have  occupied ;  nor  does  it  impugn  the  claim  of  the  Bank  in  the 
abstract.  It  presents  the  question,  whether  the  Territory  of  Florida 
can  shelter  herself  from  the  liabili^  upon  the  bonds  issued,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  laws  which  have  been  recited,  by  seeking  refuge  behind 
the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  the  stockholders  of  that  institution  t 
It  is  contended  by  GoTemor  Call  that  the  Territory  "  was  not,  at 
the  time  of  the  payment,  nor  is  she  yet,  responsible  for  the  interest 
paid  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  that  by  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  that  institution  and  its  stock- 
holders, in  dieir  individual  capacity,  stand  between  the  bondholders 
and  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  that  they  are  first  liable,  and  the 
Territory  holds  the  relation  only  of  a  remote  endorser,  whose 
responsibility  cannot  arise  until  Ae  Bank  and  its  stockholders  have 
been  prosecuted  to  bankruptcy."  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
anything  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  to  sustain  this 
position.  The  relation  existing  between  the  Bank  and  the  Terri-' 
tory  is  that  of  principal  and  surety.  Their  liabilities  are  co-ezistent ; 
each  is  an  original  promisor,  and  the  responsibility  of  either  may 
be  primarily  enforced  at  the  option  of  the  bondholders. 

Their  liabilities  to  the  holders  arise  simultaneously.  The  instru- 
ments, having  been  executed  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor,  and  Uie  obligation  of  the  Territory  was 
endorsed.  They  were  then  returned  to  the  Bank  to  be  sold,  and 
remained  inchoate,  and  wholly  inoperative,  until  the  delivery  to  the 
purchasers.  From  the  delivery,  they  deiived  their  vitality ;  and 
by  that  act  the  contract  and  liabili^  of  each  obligor  was  comple- 
ted.  The  transaction  formed  one  deed,  creating  separate  co-ordi- 
nate obligations.  When,  therefore,  a  failure  to  perform  any  stipu^ 
lations  of  the  contract  occurred,  the  holders  were  at  liberty  to  de- 
mand redress  from  either  party.  The  accessory  obligation  being 
first  enforced,  the  relation  existing  between  the  obligors  becomes 
important  to  themselvesv  The  surety  may  recover  indemnification 
from  the  principal ;  and  in  the  present  instance,  measures  have  been 
adopted  to  render  this  right  available  to  the  Territory.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislativet  Council  seem  to  have  considered  maturely 
die  nature  of  the  obligation  about  to  be  contracted,  and  to  have  been 
aware  that  the  responsibility  of  the  Territory  would  be  the  promi- 
nent inducement  to  purchasers,  and  would  constitute  their  principal 
reliance.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
was  required,  at  the  time  of  the  endorsement  of  the  bonds  first 
given,  to  hypothecate  to  the  Territory  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
Bank,  and  all  its  property,  real  and  personal ;  and  preference  was 
given  to  the  said  hypothecation  over  all  other  claims  and  liens.  By 
virtue  of  this  general  hypothecation,  the  Territory  is  invested  with 
,every  means  of  protection  and  indemnifitation,  and  likewise  with 
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)  power  of  rendering  all  prooeedingB  against  the  b^  .^  w«  i^ensa- 
.  la  utterly  nugatory. 

GoTernor  Call  has  snggested  that  ^  the  Tenritory  of  Florida  holds 
3  relation  only  of  a  remote  endorser."  In  this  aspect  of  the  qnes* 
n,  the  law  is  abundantly  clear.  The  holder  may  resort  to  any  and 
die  precedent  parties,  and  the  endorser  stands  in  every  respect 
the  same  situation  as  the  drawer. 

It  has  also  been  remarked  that  the  right  to  issue  the  bonds  in 
question  was  gratuitously  granted,  by  the  Territory,  in  aid  of  a  pri- 
vate enterprize,  in  which  the  Territory  had  no  participation.  Con^ 
ceding  the  correctness  of  this  allegation,  it  can  in  no  way  affect  die 
position  which  the  Territory  occupied  in  relation  to  the  holders.*^ 
The  contract  of  suretyship  is  seldom  founded  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  immediate  benefit  to  the  surety.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that 
great  ^nefit  was  expected  to  result  toihe  Territory  from  the  com- 

eetion  of  the  enterprize ;  and  the  resources  of  the  company  being 
adequate  to  its  accomplishment,  the  Territory  interposed  to.secure 
its  execution.  For  this  purpose,  it  seems,  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola  was  increased  to  more  than  twelve  times  the 
original  amount,  to  render  it  instrumental  in  promoting  that  measure 
of  Territorial  pdicy. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice  an  objection  mentioned  by  the  prede* 
cessor  of  the  present  ExecutiTe  of  Florida.  Governor  Reid,  in  his 
letter  of  the  30th  March,  1841,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  says  he  is  '*  obliged  to  consider  it  a  v6ry  singular 
circumstance,  that  notice  of  the  non-payment  of  the  interest,  by  fkt6 
Bank  of  Pensacda,  should  be  given  to  die  Territorial  Government, 
for  die  &«t  time,  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1841,"  and  assumes 
that  upon  this  ground  alcme,  "the  Territory  might  resist  with  propriety 
the  pajrment  of  the  sum  claimed  to  be  due."  This  objection  is  by  no 
means  strenuously  enforced ;  for  Gov.  Reid  adds,  in  immediate  con- 
necdon  with  it,  that  '*  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  h^ 
does  not  feel  authorized  to  resort  to  any  of  the  resources  which 
mij^t  be  made  available  to  the  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  liquid*, 
atin^  the  claim."  Although,  unquestionably,  a  more  prompt  com- 
mnmcadon,  to  the.  authorities  of  the  Territory,  of  the  payment  of  the 
interest  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank,  would  have  accorded  better  with 
the  rules  of  commercial  punctuali^,  the  delay  in  the  present  instance 
does  not  absolve  the  legal  obligation  of  the  Territory  to  repay  the 
amount ;  and  as  there  is  no  allegaUon  that  the  Tenitory  has  sus- 
tained any  detriment  by  the  procrastination,  it  does  not  in  any  re- 
spect impair  the  justice  of  the  claim.  These  are  the  grounds  of 
my  opinion  that  the  Territory  of  Florida  is  responsible  to  the  Bank 
of  die  United  States  for  the  interest  on  the  Pensacola  Bank  bond?, 
paid  at  London  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  i^ 
January  and  July,  1840. 

(Signed)  CH.  W.  BROOKE, 

Solicitor  Bank  U.  S. 

Philadelphia,  August  18, 1840. 
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TALtAHASSEE,  27th  Novooiber,  184L 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  September,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  written  opinion  of 
the  Solicitor  of  the  United  States  Bank,  on  the  subject  of  the  claim 
of  that  institution  against  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  repayment 
of  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  alleged  to  have 
been  advanced  by  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
save  this  Territory  from  dishonor. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  prevented  by  indisposition,  and  other 
causes,  from  giving  an  earUer  reply  to  your  letter,  which,  with  its 
accompanying  documents,  ha»  claimed  by  most  attentive  considerar 
tion.  The  leasned  argument  of  the  Solicitor  has  not,  however,  pro- 
duced any  material  change  in  the  opinion  I  expressed  on  this  sub- 
ject in  my  letter  of  the  29th  July.  It  shall,  nevertheless,  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislative  Council,  where  it  will  no  doubt  be  regarded 
with  the  respect  to  which  it  is  entitled*  I  am  desirous,  sir,  of  lay- 
ing before  the  Legislative  Council  all  the  material  facts  in  relation 
to  this  transaction^  in  order  that  it  may  be  prepared  at  its  session, 
commencing  the  first  Monday  in  January  next,  to  tender  impartial 
justice  to  all  parties  concerned.  With  most  of  these  facts,  you  are 
no  doubt  acquainted,  and  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  me  what  names  appear  on  these  bonds,  as  endorsers.  Who 
were  the  parties  to  the  contract,  by  which  the  interest  on  the  bonds 
is  required  to  be  paid  semi-annually  at  the  counting-house  of  Messrs. 
Gowan  &  Marx,  in  London  I  Was  the  United  States  Bank  at  any 
time  a  holder  of  these  bonds  ?  If  so,  from  whom  were  they  pur- 
chased, and  to  whom  were  they  transferred  ?  If  there  were  written 
articles  of  contract  and  sale  ia  either  or  both  these  cases,  I  have 
further  to  request  that  if  in  your  power,  you  will  furnish  me  with  a 
copy  of  each  of  these  instruments.  In  what  relation  did  the  agent 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  who  paid  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  stand  to  the  Pensacola  Association  ?  Was  he, 
or  was  he  not,  a  member  of  that  association,  and  was  he  not  a  stock- 
.holder  in  the  JBank  of  Pensacola  ?  Your  answers  to  these  several 
inquiries,  in  time  to  enable  me  to  present  them  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  will  perhaps  greatly  facilitate  the  action 
on  the  claim  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  against  the  Territory. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  J.  Robertson,  Pres'tof  the  Bank  U.  States,  Philadelphia. 

COPY  of  a  letter  from  the  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Pen- 
sacola, in  London,  to  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
Florida. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 

The  undersigned,  being  holders  of  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cola, guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  beg  leave  to  represent 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


39 

to  you  that  the  interest  due  let  January  last,  on  said  bonds,  has  not 
been  paid ;  and  from  all  the  information  they  can  collect,  they  fear 
that  the  Bank  of  Pensacoia  is  not  in  a  eondidon  to  pay  it,  or  the  fu- 
ture interest  that  will  become  doe.  It  becomes  therefore  necessary 
for  them  to  apply  to  the  goremment  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  for 
payment  of  the  satne,  as  the  bonds  have  been  purchased  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  said  government,  (aH  of  them  being  duly  signed 
by  the  Governor  and  Secretary,)  in  reliance  upon  which,  alono, 
the  undersigned  have  become  holders,  of  the  security,  and  without 
which  guarantee,  the  said  bonds  could  not  have  been  negotiated.^ — 
And  they  have  entire  confidence  that  en  this  representation,  the 
government  will  lose  no  time  in  taking  such  measures  as  will  not 
only  provide  for  the  interest  now  due,  but  also  prevent  any  future 
irregularities  in  the  payment  thereof. 

With  assurances  of  their  high  esteem,  they  beg  to  subscribe  them-^ 
selves  Your  obedient  servants, 

<Signed)  S.  WAYMOUTH,  Major, 

GOWAN  &  MARX, 
OVERND,  GURNEY  &  Co., 

For  divers  holders : 
JOHN  ALLIARD, 
THOS.  HANKEY  &  Co., 
WILUAM  TRITTON, 
,  H.  L.  THOMAS, 

COUTTS  &  Co., 

Far  divers  holders  : 
EWART,  TAYLOR  &  Co.,  • 
GRAYSON  &  Co., 

For  Lieta,  Col  Clark, 
London,  11th  May,  1841. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida, 

The  undersigned,  for  themselves  and  other  holders  of  bonds  of 
the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  hav* 
ing  been  refused  payment  of  the  interest  due  the  first  of  January  last 
on  said  bonds,  are  compelled  to  address  themselves  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;  and,  from  their  confidence  in  the  faith 
of  that  government,  which  indeed  ofifered  the  principal  inducement 
for  investing  their  money  in  these  securities,  they  feel  convinced 
that  their  simply  mentioning  the^fact  of  the  non-payment  will  be  a 
sufficient  stimulus  for  the  government  of  Florida  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  now  due,  and  which  will 
further  successively  become  due  on  those  bonds,  and  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  irregularity  or  demurs,  so  prejudicial  to  the  interest  and 
credit  of  tl^e  Territory.  (Signed)  HOPE  &  Co. 

Amsterdam,  this  11th  May,  1841. 
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TaIiLahassbb,  25di  JoQ6»  1841. 
Messrs,  Hope  ^  Co, : 

Gentlemen — 1  am  in  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo^ 
written  in  behalf  of  yoursehres  and  other  holders  of  bonds  of  the 
Pensacola  Bank,  informing  nie  that  the  interest  due  on  them  the  Ist 
ef.  January  last,  has  been  refused,  and  calling  on  the  goyernmeiH  of 
Florida  to  redeem  its  pledge,  by  the  payment  of  interest  now  due^  as 
well  as  to  provide  for  the  further  payment  of  that  which  may  here- 
after accrue. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  bonds  above  mentioned  has  been  guaranteed  by  this  Territory  4 
but  she  stands  to  the  bondholders  in  the  relation  only  of  a  remote 
and  contingent  endorser,  whose  responsibility  does  not  arise  until 
after  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  its  respective  stock-* 
holders,  who,  yon  will  perceive,  by  the  amended  charter  of  thai 
Bank,  are  individually  bound  in  their  private  fortunes  to. pay  both 
the  principal  and  interest  of  these  bonds.  Many  of  them  are  gen-' 
tlemen  of  very  large  fortune^  residing  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Louisiana ;  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  states  in  which 
they  live  will  afford  you  the  most  ample  remedy  for  their  delin- 
quency. 

I  have  every  confidence  in  the  honor  of  this  Territory,  and  be* 
lieve  that  she  will,  in  good  faith  redeem  her  responsibility  when  it 
shall  have  arisen ;  but  in  the  character  of  a  remote  endorser,  she 
will  exact  due  diligence,  on  the  part  of  the  bondholders,  in  prose- 
cuting their  claims  against  the  Bank  and  the  individual  stockhold* 
ers,  who  are  first  bound,  and  who  alone  have  had  the  advantage  of 
the  money  raised  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds.  I  would  therefore  re- 
commend to  you,  and  the  other  bondholders,  to  proceed  at  once,  and 
without  delay,  by  attachment,  against  the  assets  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  as  well  as  by  action  against  the  individual  stockholders. 
I  am  induced  to  recommend  the  process  of  attachment  against  the 
Bank,  because  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  stockholders  abroad 
are  withdrawing  the  funds  of  the  Bank  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Territory,  and  appropriating  them  in  a  .n^anner  not  authorized 
by  the  charter.  Should  you  be  disposed  to  pursue  this  course,  you 
will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  find  faithful  agents  here  to  protect  your  inte- 
rest. I  will  myself,  with  much  pleasure,  aid  ypu  in  the  selection 
of  such  as  are  competent  and  worthy  of  confidence. 

You  are  sufficiently  acquainted,  no  doubt,  with  your  rights,  and 
the  remedies  which  the  law  will  give  you  against  the  Bank  and  it» 
stockholders.  But,  perhaps,  you  are  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  remedy  yen  m^y  have  against  this  Territory, 
should  its  responsibility  accrue  to  the  bondholders.    It  is,  theiBfore, 

E roper  that  I  should  inform  you  that  the  Governor  of  this  Territory 
as  no  power  whatever  to  pay,  cor  to  piovide  the  means  of  paying, 
either  the  principal  or  interest  on  the  bonds  which  you  hold,  unttl 
authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
The  Legislative  Council  of  this  Terrkory  meets  annually  oriith* 
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Ist  Monday  in  January,  and  holds  a  session  of  two  months.  Its  mem- 
bers are  elected  by  the  popular  voice  to  serve  for  one  session  only, 
except  the  Senate,  which  is  elected  to  serve  during  two  sessions. 
No  money  can  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  by  the  Governor,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  without  a  special  appropriation  by  the  two 
Houses  composing  the  Legislative  Council.  Not  having  been  in- 
formed of  the  delinquency  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  and  its  stock- 
holders in  not  paying  the  interest  due  on  their  bonds,  until  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  4th  of  March  last, 
no  provision  was  made  for  that  purpose.  In  January  next,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council,  the  subject  shall  be  fully  sub- 
mitted to  that  body  for  such  action  as  it  may  seem  to  them  to  require. 
Should  the  Legislature,  after  viewing  all  the  ground,  be  disposed 
to  pay  the  interest  now  due,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such 
as  may  accrue,  it  must  first  create  a  revenue  far  this  purpose  by 
taxation  or  otherwise,  and  make  a  special  appropriation  of  the  fund. 
Thus,  you  will  perceive  from  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  you  would  experience  much  delay 
and  inconvenience  in  obtaining  redress  from  the  Territory,  who  can 
only  be  reached  through  the  voluntary  act  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  You  will,  therefore,  find  it,  I  apprehend,  much  more  to 
your  advantage  to  proceed  at  once  against  those  who  are  immedi- 
ately responsible  to  you  in  an  action  at  latv.  After  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola  and  its  general  stockholders  have  been  prosecuted  to 
bankruptcy,  should  it  then  be  necessary,  I  will  use  every  effort  in  my 
power  to  redeem  the  faith  of  this  Territory ;  but  you  will  perceive, 
from  what  I  have  already  said,  that  the  paynient  of  any  part  of  the 
principal  or  interest  on  these  bonds,  must  depend  on  the  will  of  the 
Legislature  representing  the  people  of  Florida.  Every  possible 
facility  will  be  given  you  by  the  Government  of  this  Territory  in 
prosecuting  your  claims  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  and  its 
stockholders  ;  and  I  have  respectfully  to  request  thai  you  will  fur- 
nish me  with  the  names  of  ^all  the  endorsers  on  the  bonda  which 
you  hold. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL, 

Governor  of  Florida. 
Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  Amsterdam. 


April  18th,  1841. 

Sir :  The  letter  which  your  Excellency  did  us  the  honor  to  direct 
to  us,  under  the  date  of  the  28th  June,  in  reply  to  our  address  of 
the  11th  May,  touching  the  interest  on  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and 
Florida  6  per  cent,  stock,  has  been  received  by  us.  We  jha^ve  read 
its  contents  with  attention,  and  regret  to  see  that  your  Excellency's 
mode  of  viewing  the  liability  of  the  Territoiy,  in  regard  to  the  afore* 
mentioned  stock,  is  so  much  at  variance  with  our  own. 
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If  sach  argument  as  addressed  by  your  Excellency  can  be  main^ 
tainedy  it  must  prove  destructive  of  the  confidence  in  bonds,  which, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  were  bought  on  the  credit  and  plighted 
faidi  of  the  Territory,  against  which,  nioreover,  it  is  clear,  in  the 
present  case,  that  the  claim  under  any  mode  of  proceeding  must  be 
ultimately  made. 

In  order  not  to  lose  time  by  corresponding  to  and  fro,  we  have 
put  our  interest,  and  that  of  other  holders  of  bonds,  into  the  hands 
of  a  friend,  in  the  United  States  ;  and  sent  to  him  the  January  and 
July  coupons  of  this  year,  to  procure  payment  on  the  same.  We 
hope  soon  to  hear  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  this  matter-^and 
remain,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  Excellency's  ob't  servants, 
(Signed)  HOPE  &  Co. 

To  His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  ftorida. 


Mobile,  29th  October,  1841. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Sir !  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  Messrs.  Hcipe  & 
Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  in  consequence  of  your  letter  to  them  of  28th 
June  last,  have  placed  in  my  hands  225  coupons,  of  $30  each,  of 
the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to 
wit : — 118  coupons,  due  let  January,  1841,  No.  1  c  5 — 9  c  13 — 11 
c  22—24  c  28—39—41  c  89—43  c  72—78—84  c  89—95  c  98  ; 
107  coupons,  due  1st  July,  1841,  No.  1  c  5—9  c  13—11  c  18— 
24  c  28— 39 — 41  c  89 — 43  c  72—95  c  98— instructing  ihe  at  the 
same  time  to  demand  payment  of  the  same.  Messrs.  Hope  A  Co., 
whilst  appreciating  the  honorable  feelings  which  pervade  your  whole 
letter,  do  not  agree  with  you  as  to  the  construction  which  you  are 
pleased  to  put  on  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory.  On  this  head,  they 
thus  express  themselves : 

"  The  refusal  of  payment  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  compelled  us 
to  address  the  Grovemor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  Bank,  guaranteed  by  the 
Territory  ;  and  in  reply.  Gov.  Call  assumes  that  the  Territory  stands 
to  the  bondholders  in  the  relation  only  of  a  remote  and  contingent  en- 
dorser,  whose  responsibility  does  not  arise  until  after  the  failure  of 
the  Banky  and  its  respective  stockholders.  It  appears  on  the  face  of 
the  bonds,  (of  which  we  enclose  a  copy,)  that  the  Bank  is  indebted 
to  the  Territory,  who,  by  assigning  them,  and  making  them' paya- 
ble to  bearer,  assumes  the  responsibility  of  a  commercial  endorser, 
directly  liable  to  the  holders.  It  was  on  the  strength  of  this  guar- 
antee of  the  Territory,  that  the  bonds  were  negotiated,  and  found 
takers  in  this  country." 
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Now  permit  me  respectfojly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  tenor  of 
the  bond.    Upon  its  face  are  the  following  words  : 

"  GUAIANTEED  BY  THE  TERRITORY    OF  PlORIDA," 

"  The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Bank  pledged  to  the  Territory,  and 
the  stockholders  individually  and  personally  liable  for  the  redemp- 
tion  thereof." 

The  endorsement  is  as  follows : 

*'  In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  the  within  bond  is 
hereby  assigned  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof ;  and  the 
payment  thereof,  and  of  the  interest  thereon,  as  within  stipulated,  is 
hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida^  and  the  faith  of  the 
Territory  pledged  for  the  redemption  thereof."'^ 

From  which  it  would  appear  that  the  bond  only  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  bearer,  thereby  making  it  a  commercial  paper^  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  ;  whilst  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank,  pledged  to  the 
Territory,  has  remained  under  its  guardianship  as  a  security  Air  its 
endorsements. 

Should  this  be  found  to  be  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  to  me 
it  appears  incontrovertible^  would  it  be  prudent  to  leave  it  to  the 
bondholders  to  sue  the  Bank  and  the  stockholders  for  the  trifling 
amount  of  unpaid  interest,  whilst,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  28th 
of  June,  above  alluded  to,  '^there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  thd 
stockholders  abroad  are  withdrawing  the  funds  of  the  Bank  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory,  and  appropriating  them  in  a  man- 
ner not  warranted  by  the  charter  ?"  It  must  appear  evident  to  you 
that  an  attachment  for  $6,750,  which  is  the  amount  claimed  by  nse 
in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Hope  ^  Co.  for  unpaid  interest,  would  be  a 
very  trifling  security  for  the  $225,000  of  bonds  they  represent,  and 
which  bear  the  endorsements  of  the  Territory. 

As  the  case,  however,  is  urgent,  I  am  ready  to  join  in  any  meas- 
ure likely  to  ensure  the  interest  of  both  parties,  and  I  shall  feel 
under  great  obligations  to  you  for  an  early  answer  at  Pensacola, 
where  I  intend  to  be  on  Tuesday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 
(Signed)  EDM.  J.  FORESTALL. 

P.  S. — Please  address  your  letter  "  Poste  restaule.*' 

Tallahassee,  Nov.  12th,  1841. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  informing  me  that  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Am- 
sterdam, have  placed  in  your  hands  certain  coupons  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;  and  that  they 
have  instructed  you  *^  at  the  same  time,  to  demand  payment  of  the 
same.** 
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After  the  most  mature  reflection,  I  have  found  no  cause  to  change 
the  opinion  expressed  in  my  letter  of  June  last,  addressed  to  Messrs. 
Hope  ^  Co. ;  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  ;  and  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  as  an  expression  of  my  present  sentiments 
on  this  subject. 

I  am  truly  desirous,  sir,  that  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds  held 
by  this  highly  respectable  house  (which  has  often  evinced  a  great 
degree  of  liberality  towards  American  securities,)  should  be  paid 
with  the  least  possible  delay ;  and  I  am  animated  by  the  most 
ardent  desire  to  sustain  the  honor  of  this  Territory,  and  redeem  its 
pledges  to  the  last  fraction  of  her  responsibility.  But  I  consider  it 
a  common  act  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Florida,  to  require  on  the 
part  of  the  bondholders  due  and  strict  diligence,  to  recover  both  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  bonds  from  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  the 
stockholders  of  that  Bank,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  Alabama, 
Florida  and  Creorgia  Rail  Road  Company.  They  are  first  liable^ 
under  the  charter  of  incorporation  ;  and  stand  between  the  Territory 
and  the  bondholders.  They  were  so  regarded  by  the  ajathorities  of 
the  Territory  at  the  time  the  bonds  were  endorsed,  and  must  have 
been  thus  considered  by  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds,  as  the  interest 
appears  to  have  been  paid  for  a  series  of  years  without  applicatioa 
to  the  Territory,  or  without  our  authorities  even  knowing  by  whom 
it  was  paid  or  by  whom  received  TJie  holders  of  these  obliga* 
tioDs  have  an  unquestionable  right  to  maintain  an  action  at  law 
against  the  parties  above  mentioned,  and  to  recover  from  them  the 
sum  now  demanded,  while  the  Territory  would  fail  in  such  an  action, 
were  she.  to  seek  indemnity  from  the  stockholders  after  paying  the 
amount  claimed.  The  bonds  of  the  bank  were  endorsed  and  deliv* 
ered  by  the  Territory  to  that  institution  without  consideration.  The 
principal  stockholders  became  the  first  purchasers  of  the  bonds  from 
the  Bank.  They  were  the  next  venders  of  the  bonds.  .They 
received  the  money  for  them  ;  and  they,  through  the  Directers  of 
the  Bank,  have  had,  if  not  the  entire  use,  at  least  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  funds  and  property  both  of  the  Bank  and  Rail  Road, 
while  the  Territory  has  neither  exercised  authority  over  them  or 
derived  the  least  benefit  whatever  from  them.  The  pledge  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Bank,  you  will  perceive,  could  not  have  been 
regarded,  by  any  one  at  any  time,  as  more  than  a  nominal  security. 
The  capital  of  the  Bank  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  institution, 
have  remained  in  the  custody  and  under  the  control  of  the  officers 
of  the  Bank ;  and  they  being  subject  to  the  will  of  the  stockholders 
residing  abroad,  you  will  readily  discover  with  what  ease  the  capital 
might  be  withdrawn  from  the  Bank,  and  transported  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Territory  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
i^  authorities.  It  ^as,  therefore,  not  on  this  empty  pledge  that  the 
Territory  relied  as  a  security,  but  on  the  immediate  responsibility 
9f  the  stockholders  in  their  private  and  individual  capacity  to  the 
bondholders  without  the  agency  or  interposition  of  the  Territory. 
However  much  the  bonds  on  their  face  may  be  assimilated  to/'com- 
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mercial  paper,"  and  present  the  appearance,  in  the  language  of 
Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  "  that  the  Bank  is  indebted  to  the  Territory, 
who,  by  assigning  them  (the  bonds),  and  making  them  payable  to 
bearer,  assumes  the  responsibility  of  a  commercial  endorser  directly 
responsible  to  the  holder,**  the  presumption  arising  from  this 
appearance  must  be  removed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  facts.  And 
it  can  scarcely  be  credited  that  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds  were 
so  unguarded  and  incautious  as  not  to  have  examined  the  charter  of 
incorporation  to  asceitain  the  true  character  of  the  transaction,  as 
well  as  the  relative  responsibility  all  of  the  parties  concerned.  Nor 
do  I  imagine  that  they  received  these  bonds  merely  by  delivery, 
without  the  special  endorsement  of  the  venders.  Permit  me  there'' 
fore,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  inquiry  I  made  of  Messrs.  Hope  Si 
Co.,  and  which  they  have  omitted  (unintentionally  no  doubt)  to 
an8wer--*whose  names  appear  on  the  bonds  subsequent  to  the 
endorsement  of  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  ?  If  there  be  no 
impropriety  in  giving  this  intelligence,  I  should  be  obliged  by 
receiving  it.  I  have  thus  expressed  to  you,  sir,  my  undisguised 
opinion,  as  one  of  the  cO-ordinate  branches  of  this  Government,  on 
the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Hope  A  Co.  The  whole  matter 
will,  however,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  on 
the  first  Monday  in  January  next,  be  presented  to  that  body  for  such 
action  as  it  may  think  proper  to  bestow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  Edm.  J.  Forestall. 


Pensacola,  7th  November,  1841. 
To  His  Exc^Uency  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Sir :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  from  Mobile,  on  the  29th 
ult.  I  reached  this  place  last  evening,  and  look  for  an  answer  from 
yon  by  to-morrow's  or  Wednesday's  mail.  In  the  mean  time,  al* 
low  roe  a  few  quotations  and  remarks,  which  the  perusal  of  the 
several  laws  constituting  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  Bank  of 
Fensacola,  now  for  the  first  time  before  me,  naturally  suggest : 

Gordon's  Digest,  page  195,  sect.  79. — ^"  The  Governor  shall 
publish  throughout  the  said  Territory  all  the  laws  which  shall  be 
made ;  and  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  of  December,  in  each  year, 
report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  ;  which,  if  disapproved  by  Congress,  shall  thence* 
forth  be  of  no  force." 

"  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Legislative  Council, 
shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  me  Governor.  If 
he  approves,  he  shall  sign  it ;  if  ilet,  he  shall  return  it,'  with  bia 
pbjections  in  writing,  to  the  Legislative  Council,"  &c, 
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By  the  law  entitled  ^  an  act  to  increase  the  ca|utal  of  the  Bank  of 
Penaacola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  February  14, 1835—- 

Sect.  1  provides  for  the  increase  of  the  capital  to  $2,500,000.. 

Sect.  4  authorizes  the  issue  of  $500,000.  of  bonds,  to.be  endorsed 
by  the  Territory  as  follows : 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  the  within  bond  is^ 
hereby  assigned  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof ;  and  the 
payment  thereof,  and  of  the  interest  thereon,  as  within  stipulated^ 
is  hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  faith  of 
the  Territory  is  pledged  for  the  vedemption  thereof." 

Sect.  6  provides  for  a  further  issue  of  bonds  under  the  same  gua- 
rantee. 

Sect.  7,  in  consideration  of  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory,  re* 
quires  the  hypothecation  of  the  capital  stock  of  aaid  Bank,  and  of 
all  its  property,  personal  and  real,  and  of  all  the  stock  which  it  may 
then  or  thereafter  hold,  in  the  Alabama,  Florida^  and  Georgia  Rail^ 
road  Company,  in  favor  of  said  Territory. 

Sect.  8  requires  that  the  profits  of  the  Bank,  and  all  profits  of  the 
stock  owned  by  said  Bank,  in  said  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia 
Railroad  Company,  shall  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  said  bonds,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
furthermore,  that  the  stockholders  of  said  Bank  of  said  Railroad  Com- 
pani/y  shall  be  personally  and  individually  liable  for  the  redemption  of 
said  bonds. 

By  an  act  *'  supplemental  to  several  acts  incorporating  the  Bank 
of  Pensacola,"  approved  10th  February,  1838,  the  2d  section  pro* 
vides  for  the  repeal  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to 
increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  ^Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the 
laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for  other  purposes,"  thereby  re- 
lieving the  stockholders  from  personal  responsibility ;  from  all 
which,  it  is  evident — 

Ist^  That  as  by  the  law  organizing  Florida  into  a  Territorial  Go- 
vernment, all  laws  of  the  Territory  have  to  be  submitted  annually 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress,  for  their  ap- 
probation, that  the  acts  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  entitled  "an  act 
to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensaoola,  and  to  amend 
the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for  otbei  purposes,"  approved 
1 4th  February,  1835;  and  "an  act  supplemental  to  several  act8» 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,*^  approved  10th  February, 
1838,  not  having  been  disapproved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  find  themselves  de  facto  approved  by  the  Federal  GKOvemment. 

2d.  That  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  having  a  veto 
power,  and  not  having  exercised  it,  fully  approved  the  above  named 
acts. 

3d.  That  by  the  act  of  the  14th  February,  1835,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  guarantee  of  the  bonds  by  the  Territory  was  a  direct 
hypothecation  to  aaid  Territory  of  all  die  property  of  the  Bank,  (seo 
sect.  7,)  and  the  responsibility  of  the  stockholders  (see  sect.  8.) 
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4th.  Tbat  the  endorsement  of  said  bonds  to  order^  kiot  conveying 
the  transfer  of  the  guarantee  thus  required  by  the  Territory,  in  the 
8th  section,  above  cited,  was  a  contract  between  the  Territory  and 
the  stockholders,  no  wise  affecting  third  parties. 

5th.  That  the  hypothecation  of  the  property  of  said  Bank,  and 
the  personal  responsibility  of  the  stockholders,  being  viewed  by  the 
Executive,  and  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  and  the  Federal  go- 
vernment, as  a  contract  between  the  stockholders  and  the  Territory, 
perfectly  independent  of  the  bonds  which  have  been  assigned  with 
no  other  guarantee  than  that  of  the  Territory,  (see  sect.  4,)  a  sup- 
plemental act  to  several  acts  incorporating  the  Bank  of  Pensacola, 
was  passed  10th  February,  1838,  and  approved  by  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  and  the  Federal  Grovernment,  whereby  the  8th  section 
of  the  "  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pedsacola,  and  to 
amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for  other  purposes," 
being  repealed,  the  stockholders  found  themselves  relieved  by  law 
from  all  personal  responsibilities — and  no  other  construction  can  be 
put  on  said  supplemental  act ;  for,  on  close  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  it  could  have  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  release 
of  the  stockholders,  the  other  provisions  therein  contained  being 
only  a  repetition  of  the  conditions  already  provided  for,  in  the  act  of 
14th  February,  1835,  (see  section  8.)  As  to  the  section  requiring 
the  payment  to  the  Territory  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  nett  profits  of 
the  Bank,  it  was  well  known  in  1838  that  it  was  a  nullity.  I  have 
been  informed  that  by  an  act  passed  in  1840,  the  above  act  has  been 
repealed,  as  being  unconstitutional.  In  my  humble  opinion,  1  cannot 
see  the  unconstitutionality  of  that  act.  The  hypothecation  and  per- 
sonal responsibility  of  the  stockholders  having  remained  in  the  sole 
possession  of  the  Territory  in  consideration  of  its  guarantee  to  the 
bonds  issued  by  the  Bank,  and  these  bonds  having  been  transferred 
by  the  Territory  to  bearer  only  with  its  own  guarantee,  the  right  of 
the  Territory  to  abandon  such  personal  security,  cannot  be  disputed. 
The  bondholders  surely  cannot  complain  ;  for  they  well  knew  that 
they  only  had  the  faith  of  the  Territory  to  look  to ;  and  should  it 
fail,  the  Federal  Government.  There  was  no  contract  between 
them  and  the  stockholdeis  ;  consequently,  there  can  be  no  breach  of 
contract  so  far  as  they  are  interested.  As  to  the  law  of  1840,  it 
appears  to  me  an  ex  post  facto  law,  to  all  intent;!  and  purposes. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  repeat  that  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.  never  under- 
stood the  guarantee  of  the  bonds  otherwise  than  above  expressed  by 
the  law  creating  the  same,  to  wit :  the  faith  of  the  Territory  under  the 
guardianship  of  the  Federal  Government— and  that  they  always 
believed  the  approbation  of  the  Executive  appointed  by  the  Federal 
Government,  and  of  the  Federal  Government  itself,  made  these 
bonds  equal  to  any  national  funds. 

(Signed)  EDM.  FORESTALL. 
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Territory  of  Florida,  > 
County  of  Escambia,  City  of  Pensacola.      > 

I,  George  G.  Pattison,  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified,  in  and  for  the  City  of  Pensacola,  and  County  of  Escam- 
bia, hereby  certify  that  on  this  day,  to  wit :  Monday,  8th  November, . 
1841, 1  presented  myself  in  person  at  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  Pen- 
sacola, and  then  and  there  demanded  payment  of  W.  B.  Taylor, 
acting  President  and  Manager  of  said  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  in 
behalf  of  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  represented  by  Ed- 
mund John  Forestall,  of  New  Orleans,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  coupons  of  interest,  due  on  the  bonds  of  said  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cola, guaranteed  and  endorsed  to  bearer  by  the  Territory  of  Florida 
aforesaid,  which  coupons  for  thirty  dollars  each,  were  as  follows  : 

Bonds  A — 55  coupons  due  1st  January,  1841. 
««       B — 58       "  "     "         "        1841. 

"       C —  5       *«  "     **         "        1841. 

"       A— 55      "  "     "  July,        1841. 

«       B— 47      •*  "     "      "  1841. 

"       C —  5      "  "     "      "  1841. 

225 

Say  in  all,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  coupons  of  thirty  dollars,  ~ 
making  altogether  the  sum  of  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fif^ 
dollars  ;  and  was  answered  by  the  aforesaid  W.  B.  Taylor,  acting 
President  and  Manager  as  aforesaid,  that  the  Bank  had  neither  the 
means  or  ability  to  make  the  payment  thus  demanded,  of  said  sum 
of  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  whereupon  I,  the 
undersigned  Notary,  entered  this,  and  do  now  enter  my  solemn  pro- 
test against  said  Bank  and  Territory  of  Florida,  in  behalf  of  whom- 
soever it  may  concern,  for  all  damages,  of  whatsoever  nature,  which  . 
may  accrue  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  payment  of  the 
coupons  aforesaid. 

Done  in  this  city  of  Pensacola,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 
(Signed)  GEO.  G.  PATTISON,  Notary  Public. 


Tallahassee,  Nov.  21,  1841. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  7th,  accompanied  with  a  duplicate  of  that  of  the  29th  of 
October,  and  a  notarial  protest  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  and 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  th&nonpayment  of  certain  coupons  held 
by  Messrs.  Hope  <&  Co.,  of  Amsterdam. 

Having,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  Oct.,  given  you  my 
views  and  opinions,  at  some  length,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  this 
house  against  the  Territory  of  Florida,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
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6Dter  into  further  discussion  on  this  subject  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  when  the  whole  matter  will  be  submitted  to  that  bodjT 
for  consideration. 

t  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  £dm.  J.  Forestall. 


Philadelphia^  October  13th,  184L 

Dear  Sir :  S^ince  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  I  have 
received  another  letter  from  my  friends,  Messrs.  Gowan  And  Marx, 
of  London,  who  represent  the  persons  interested  in  the  bonds  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Flotida.  They 
urge,  in  very  strong  terms,  their  claim  to  have  a  provision  made  for 
the  interest  accruing  on  the  bonds,  which  the  Bank  has  failed  to 
meet ;  and  remonstrate  earnestly  against  any  construction  of  the 
law,  passed  by  the  Territory  in  relation  to  these  instruments,  which 
would  require  them  in  the  first  instance  to  pursue  the  Bank  and 
its  individual  stockholders  before  they  become  entitled  to  demand 
payment  from  the  government.  They  allege  that  it  was  entirely  on 
the  faith  of  that  government  and  its  guarantee  they  depended  when 
they  purchased  the  bonds  ;  that  they  supposed  the  Territory  would 
immediately  indemnify  them  in  case  of  any  default  on  the  part  of 
the  Bank ;  and  that  they  were  never  aware  any  different  effect  would 
be  given  to  the  Legislative  guarantee  from  that  universally  allowed 
lo  similar  obligations  in  commercial  transactions.  They  understood 
the  Territory  had  assumed  the  situation  of  a  surety  for  the  Bank ;  and 
that  their  liability  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  principals  univers&lly 
applicable  to  such  relations.  If,  fot  instance,  a  mercantile  hoUse 
had  entered  into  an  obligation  similar  to  that  of  the  Territory,  there 
is  no  doubt  a  failure  of  the  principal  to  make  his  payment  at  thi$ 
stipulated  time,  would  have  entitled  them  to  pursue  the  surety ;  and 
they  feel  confident  the  immunity  enjoyed  by  a  sovereign  state  from 
such  pursuit  at  law,  will  only  make  them  more  scrupulous  in  fulfill- 
ing their  engagements  to  the  very  letter.  They  suggest,  also,  as  a 
consideration  which  will  not  be  without  its  due  weight,  that  any 
delay  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  will  be  an  additional  and  disas- 
trous blow  to  the  credit  of  our  country  abroad ;  that  the  injury 
resulting  from  this  cause  upon  the  immense  amounts  of  Amencan 
itocks,  held  in  Europe,  will  be  more  than  the  whole  of  their  present 
claim ;  and  that  the  Territory  itself,  if  it  in  its  future  operations 
should  resort  to  loans,  will,  to  obtain  them,  be  obliged  to  submit  to 
a^ sacrifice  greater  than  any  now  required. 

The  genuemen,  on  whose  behalf  I  make  these  representations, 
sustain  high  characters  in  the  commercial  community.  Confiding 
in  the  unquestionable  faith  of  the  government  of  Florida,  ^ey  paid 
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their  money  to  what  was  then  considered  an  important  public  improve'* 
ment.  If  those  to  whom  the  law  confided  the  management  of  this  mo- 
ney have  neglected  or  violated  their  trust ;  if,  from  any  cause,  the  un- 
dertaking has  proved  abortive,  and  the  projectors. and  the  country  have 
been  equally  disappointed  ;  nay,  even  if  the  whole  capital  and  loans 
of  the  Bank  have  been  squandered  or  diverted  from  their  proper 
channels  ;  still  all  this,  were  it  true,  would  aflTord  no  grounds  for  a 
refusal  to  pay  the  interest  on  these  bonds.  The  holders  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  any,  or  either,  of  these  results.  They  had 
no  influence  over,  and  have  derived  no  benefit  from,  this  expendi- 
ture ;  and  if  the  government,  with  all  its  powers,  did  not  discover, 
and  could  not  pie  vent,  any  improper  proceedings  which  may  have 
tBkea  place,  surely  those  at  a  distance,  without  the  means  to  know 
or  prevent  any  mal-practices,  cannot  be  considered  answerable. 

I  know,  my  dear  sir,  that  all  that  I  can  say  on  this  subject  will 
have  already  occurred  to  your  own  mind ;  but  the  amount,  though 
trifling  to  the  people  of  Florida,  is  important  to  my  friends,  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  you  will  excuse  me  foj  troubling  you  again  on  this 
subject.  I  am  sure  it  will  receive  from  you  all  the  consideration  it 
pierits  ;  and  I  hope  the  suggestions  I  have  made  will  not  be  disre- 
garded by  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  HENRY  J.  WILLIAMS. 


Tallahassee,  ^d  November,  1841. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  October,  which  was  duly  received,  but  I  have 
been  prevented  by  a  variety  of  causes  from  giving  you  an  answer 
until  the  present  time. 

The  arguments  you  have  advanced  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
Messrs.  Go  wan  &  Marx,  of  London,  holders  of  certain  bonds  of 
the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
have  received  from  me  the  respectful  and  attentive  consideration 
to  which  they  are  eminently  entitled.  Although  they  have  created 
no  material  change  in  the  opinion  I  had  occasion  to  express  to  you 
in  conversation  on  the  subject,  they  shall  be  presented  to  the  Leg- 
islative Council  in  January  next,  and  may  produce  a  diflerent  resdt 
in  the  deliberations  of  that  body.  I  have  ever  regarded  the  Bank 
and  its  stockholders,  in  their  individual  capacity,  as  standing  be- 
tween the  bondholders  and  the  Territory  ;  and  while  I  am  anxious 
to  vindicate  our  honor,  and  redeem  every  pledge  when  our  respon- 
sibility shall  have  accrued,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  exact  from 
the  bondholders  due  diligence  on  their  part,  to  obtain  redress  from 
those  who  are,  in  my  opinion,  first  liable.  The  Legislative  Coun- 
cil may,  however,  differ  with  me  in  opinion  on  both  these  particu- 
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lars.  It  is  alleged  by  the  bondholders  that  they  became  the  ptir* 
chasers,  relying  on  the  good  faith  and  responsibility  of  the  Territo* 
ry  of  Florida. 

I  am  truly  anxious  that  the  bondholders,  as  well  as  all  other  par- 
ties concerned,  shall  receive  the  most  ample  justice  at  our  hands ; 
and  to  achieve  this  object,  it  is  important  that  every  material  fact 
Connected  with  the  transaction  should  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.  I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request,  sir,  that  you 
will  inform  me  what  names  appear  on  the  bonds  as  endorsers,  and 
that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  contract  and 
sale,  entered  into  by  the  venders  with  Messrs.  Gowan  &  Marx,  at 
the  time  they  became  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds  which  they  now 
hold.  I  desire  this  information  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
trust  that  your  abihty  will  correspond  with  your  disposition  to  com- 
municate it  at  an  early  period. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  HsNRT  J.  Williams. 


Pensacola,  June  12th,  1841. 
To  His  Excellency y  R,  K,  Cally  Governor  cf  Florida, 

Sir :  In  furtherance  of  the  object  of  a  commission  received  int 
March  last,  from  the  late  Governor,  R.  R.  Reid^  Esquire,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  the  enclosed  report  from  the  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola. 

The  situation  of  the  Bank  remaining  substantially  the  same  as 
exhibited  in  the  detailed  report  made  by  me  last  year ;  I  conceive 
that  nothing  need  be  added  to  the  state«ent  of  the  Cashier.  The 
Bank  is  now  doing  no  business,  except  collecting  its  dues,  and  the 
operations  on  the  Railroad  continue  to  be  wholly  suspended. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of  your  Excellency 
to  the  mortgage  given  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  to  secure  the  Tet- 
ritory  from  loss,  as  endorser  on  the  bends  heretofore  issued  by  the 
Bank.  Several  suits  have  recently  been  instituted  against  the 
Bank ;  and  it  is  probable  that  by  execution,,  and  the  process  of  gar- 
nishment, the  security  now  held  by  the  Territory  may  be  in  some 
hazard,  unless  the  claim  of  the  Territory  be  timely  interposed.-^ 
Without  expressing  my  opinion  as  to  the  security  afforded  by  this 
mortgage,  I  have  thought  it  a  duty^  incidental  to  my  office  of  com- 
missioner, to  mention  ihe  institution  of  the  suits  against  the  Bank, 
and  the.  probability  that  a  necessily  may  arise  to  interpose  the  par- 
amount claims  of  the  Territory. 

I  am,  respecifolhr. 

Your  Exccnencj^s  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  WALKER  ANDERSON, 
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Bank  of  Pensacola,  > 
Peasacola,  June  8, 1841.     y 
To  Walker  Anderson^  Esq.  .-^ 

Sir :  Your  commuDications  of  5th  and  15tb  April,  the  former  8ub« 
miuing  to  the  President  and  Directors  your  authority  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  examine  into  the  situation  of 
this  Bank»  and  the  latter  containing  a  series  of  questions  in  further* 
ance  of  the  purposes  of  the  commission,  have  been  laid  before  the 
Board  of  Directors  ;  and^  by  their  instruction,  I  hand  you  the  fol- 
lowing statement  and  report : 

GENERAL  STATEMENT— June  8M,  1341. 
DR. 


Capital  stock. 

$106,115  00 

Bonds, 

500,000  00— 

$606,115  00 

Circulation, 

97,262  39 

Deposits, 

6,845  49 

Certificates  on  Deposit, 

11,885  49— 

115,993  37 

Bank  U.  States,  Philadelphia, 

110,964  25 

Due  to  other  Banks, 

4,718  79— 

115,683  04 

Thos.  Biddle  and  others. 

15,283  75 

Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  R.  R.  Co., 

13,468  57 

2,150  37 

Over  drafts,  $4,046  99. 

$868,694  10 

CR. 

Raihroad  Stock, 

$332,840  33 

"      Bond, 

259,173  83- 

$592,014  16 

Due  by  Commercial  Bank  Florida, 

55,874  77 

"     other  Banks, 

4,197  18— 

60,071  95 

9iU?  receivable. 

12,235  50 

protested, 

61,778  78 

in  suit, 

104,398  67 

Collateral  securities. 

9,039  95— 

187,452  90 

B&ok  furoiture,  &c., 

1,500  00 

Real  Estate, 

5,156  75— 

6,656  75 

B.K.CaU,  Tallahassee, 

3,691  24 

Protest  account, 

259  65 

Interest, 

8,849  06— 

9,108  71 

Profit  and  loa9, 

9,69?  39 

$868,694  1$ 
Territory  of.  Florida,  ^  t  o 
Escambia  County.  >  *  ' 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  said  Coun^,  William,  B*  Taylor,  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the 
(oregoing  statement  is  correct  and  true  in  all  particulars. 

M,  CRUPPER,  J.  P.,  E.  Co. 
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The  Branch  at  Apalachicola  having  been  withdrawn,  its  accounts 
are  mingled  in  the  preceding  general  statement. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  and  16th  of  February  last,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  in  the  bills  of  the  Bank, 
were  burned  by  direction,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

The  undersigned  was  appointed  Cashier  on  the  17th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last. 

As  to  question  1 — <'  What  amount  of  interest  is  due  by  the  Bank 
on  the  bonds  sold  by  the  Bank,  and  endorsed  by  the  Governor  ?" 

On  the  Ist  of  January  last,  the  Bank  owed  two  years'  interest  on 
the  bonds — that  is  to  say,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

2d.  '<  Is  the  amount  wholly  due  to  the  United  States  Bank  ? — 
and  if  not,  to  whom  is  it  due  ?" 

The  semi-annual  interest  due  1st  July,  1839,  was  paid  for  the 
honor  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  by  Messrs.  Thos.  Biddle,  Samuel 
Jaudon,  E.  Chauncey,  and  S.  Y.  S.  Wilder,  and  stands  to  the  credit 
of  those  gentlemen,  in  the  foregoing  statement.  The  interest  fall- 
ing due  in  January  and  July,  1840,  it  is  understood  was  paid  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  but  of  this,  the  Bank  is  not  officially 
apprized,  otherwise  than  through  the  recent  demand  upon  the  Ter- 
ritory, made  by  said  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  half  year's 
interest  due  1st  January  last,  remains  unpaid. 

3d.  "  Is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  under  any 
obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  said  bonds,  if  the  payment  is  not 
provided  for  b^  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  ?" 

The  undersigned  knows  of  no  such  obligation  ;  and  it  is  believed 
none  such  exists. . 

4th.  '*  In  whose  hands  are  those  bonds  ?" 

The  interest  is  payable  at  the  counting-room  of  Gowan  Si  Marx, 
London  ;  but  it  is  not  known  whether  they  are  or  are  not  the  hold- 
ers of  the  bonds. 

5th.  "  What  is  the  present  value  of  the  bonds  ?  or  last  sales  ?" 

6th.  ''In  the  report  of  last  year,  in  relation  to  the  Bank,  it  is  sta- 
ted that  these  bonds  were  sold  to  the  financial  agents  of  the  Peir- 
sacola  Association. — In  passing  into  other  hands,  do  they  bear  any 
other  endorsement  than  that  of  the  Governor  ?" 

On  these  points,  the  undersigned  has  no  means  of  furnishing  in- 
formation. 

7th.  "  Has  any  demand  been  made  of  the  Bank  for  the  unpaid 
interest  on  these  bonds  ? — and  by  whom  ? 

It  does  not  appear  by  the  archives  of  the  Bank  that  any  such 
demand  has  been  made,  except  by  Messrs.  T.  Biddle  and  others, 
for  the  interest  before  mentioned  as  paid  by  them,  which  was  ad- 
vanced individually,  and  not  as  members  of  the  Pensacola  Associa- 
tion. Under  a  wrong  understanding,  both  as  to  the  parties  paying, 
and  the  amount  paid,  that  Association  has  heretofore  appeared  on 
the  books  of  the  Bank  as  a  creditor,  and  for  $30,000,  and  upwards. 
This  item  is  corrected  in  the  precedin$r  statemei^u 
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8th.  "  What  amount  of  bilU  has  the  Bank  in  circulation  ?** 

9th.  «  Deposits  ?" 

10th.  **  What  other  debts,  specifying  the  large  ones  1"* 

11th.  **Are  there  anj  protested  drafts  outstandhig? — to  whaT 
amount?" 

12th.  "  What  amount  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank  is  is  under  protest  1^ 

The  answers  to  these  questiona  are  clearly  set  forth  in  the  state- 
ments. 

13th.  "  Specify  the  resources  of  the  Bank,  as  much  in  detail  as 
may  be  convenient  ?" 

14th.  '<  Does  the  Rail  Road  Company  pay  interest  on  the  amount 
loaned  to  it?" 

,  As  to  the  debt  due  by  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Florida,  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  Bank  holds  collateral  securities  to  the  amount 
of  $36,000,  which  are  not  incorporated  in  the  accompanying  state* 
ment  Of  this  sum  $12,000  is  in  good  paper,  mostly  secured  by 
mortgage  ;  but  which,  nevertheless,  has  gone  into  suit,  the  parties, 
thereon  claiming  to  pay  in  the  bills  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
Florida.  How  far  the  balance  of  those  collaterals  may  be  made 
available  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  at  present. 

The  stock  notes  at  this  time  amount  to  $26,000,  chargeable  with 
^  pa3nrnent  of  40  per  cent,  per  annum.  Most  of  them  are  at  present 
under  protest,  and  several  of  them  in  suit.  Other  portions  of  the 
suspended  debt  will,  from  time  to  time,  be  put  in  suit,  as  circum- 
stances «hall  indicate  the  expediency  of  that  course. 

As  to  that  already  in  suit  ($104,398  67,)  no  remarks  need  be 
made,  further  than  to  state  that  a  very  considerable  amount  matored 
to  judgment  and  execution,  in  Jackson  county,  upwards  of  a  year 
since,  which  has  not  been  realized,  no  court  having  been  held  there 
for  the  two  last  terms.  In  other  quarters  the  suits  have  been  more 
recently  instituted. 

The  bond  of  the  Rail  Road  Company  is  chargeable  with  interest^ 
and  the  amount  standing  to  their  credit,  per  statement,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  applied  in  that  way. 

15th.  "  Who  are  the  present  officers  of  the  Bank?" 

At  the  January  election  the  (bjlowing  board  of  Directors  was 
elected : 

THO.  M.  BLOUNT,  President. 
ROBERT  JOYNER, 
HENRY  MICHELET, 
ROBERT  MITCHELL,  (decUned.) 
GEO.  E.  CHAISE, 
SAM.  W.  TAYLOR, 
WM.  B.  TAYLOR. 

Ir6th.  "What  amount  is  due  the  Bank  by  its  President  ?-^^ashier  T 
— Other  officers  and  Directors  ?" 

There  is  an  unsettled  account  with  the  President ;  the  charges 
having  been  carried  into  his  private  account  it  appears  overdrawa 
tp  the  sum  of  $3,859,  which  constitutes  the  principal  part  of  tbr 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


66 

item  of  OTer-draughts  noted  at  the  foot  or  the  statemeDt.  It  is  to 
be  observed,  however,  that  he  claims  a  credit  to  appear  in  final 
settlement  to  fnUy  the  attionnt  of  that  deposit.  The  Cashier  owes 
nothing  to  the  Bank.  The  total  liability  of  the  Directors  is  $7,800, 
contracted  in  dealings  with  the  Bank  before  their  election  ;  and  of 
that  amount  $3,000  consists  of  stock  notes. 

(Signed)  WM.  B.  TAYLOR,  Cashier. 
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UNION  BANK  REPORT. 


Union  Bank  of  Florida,  > 
Tallahassee,  January  Ist,  1842.      ) 

To  His  Excellency  R,  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida, 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  you  the  annual  statement 
of  this  Bank  as  copied  from  its  books,  at  this  date. 

The  small  amount  of  interest  received  upon  so  large  an  amount 
of  discounted  paper,  together  with  the  amount  of  debt  in  suit,  are 
strong  proofs  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country ;  which 
from  the  first  have  been  the  sole  causes  of  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Bank. 

This  institution,  at  great  pecuniary  sacrifices,  has  continued  to 
sustain  the  faith  of  the  Territory  by  paying  die  interest  on  the 
Territorial  Bonds,  which  were  sold  for  the  attainment  of  its 
capital. 

That  portion  of  the  interest,  which  on  this  day  becomes  payable 
in  London,  has  been  provided  for  ;  and  if  the  interest  payable  this 
day  in  New  York  snail  not  have  been  paid,  it  will  be  owing  to  a 
refusal  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  debt  due 
to  this  Bank  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  which  you  have 
given  the  Bank  an  order  on  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  hope  that,  notwithstanding  the  obstacles  heretofore  opposed  to 
the  payment  of  so  just  a  claim,  it  will  yet  have  been  received  in 
time  to  protect  the  credit  of  the  Florida  bonds. 

Although  the  whole  amount  of  interest  which  became  due  on  the 
1st  of  July  last  has  been  paid,  some  of  the  items  have  not  yet  been 
entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Bank  ;  and  the  entries  must  wait  the 
return  of  the  cashier  of  the  Bank,  who  was  its  agent  in  arranging 
the  payment. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  6.  GAMBLE,  President 
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STATE 

or  n» 

UNION  BANK   OF  FLORIDA, 

ON 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  Jtn.  1,  1842. 


DR. 

Stock  Notes  discounted,  $1,820,705  45 

Notes,  bonds,  and  bills  do.,  1,453,562  13 

Loan  to  the  Territory,*  50,000  00 

Amount  of  loans  bearing  interest,!  3,324,327  58 

Territorial  bonds  unsold^  704,000  00 

Protest  Account,  860  49 

Cotton  Account,  44,345  91 

Interest  Post  Notes  payable  in  1842,|  $15,962  98 

"      "             "           1843,  1,644  07—17,607  05 

Premium  on  Bank  Stock,  12,967  00 

Due  by  Banks  and  Agents,  191,679  09 

Real  Estate,  97,683  46 

Cash,  in  specie,  and  notes  of  other  institutions,  14,736  16 

$4,408;206  74 


*  Upon  this  loan,  interett  amoanting  to  $4,000  it  due  and  mipaid. 
t  Of  these,  there  are  in  suit— Stock  Notes,  $    7,768  00 

Notes, bonds  and  bills,  610,386  ns6l8,lft4  11 
t  These  post  notes  form  part  of  the  item  below. 

CR. 
Capital  stock,  according  to  charter,    $3,000,000  00 
Cash  stock,  6,300  00-^3,006,300  00 

Due  to  Banks  and  others,  405,422  12 

Post  Notes  payable  in  1842  and  1843,*  287,747  85 

Certificates  of  Deposits,  159,900  52 

Deposits,  75,272  14 

Circulation,  203,028  00 

Surplus  Fund  on  1st  January,  1841,       224,816  99 
Discount  Account,!  117,430  83 

IncdVlezp'n^es,  23,151  62 
Int.  and  prem.,     48,560  09    71 ,71 1  71     45,719  12  —  270,53$  1 1 


$4,408,206  74 


*  These  inclnde  the  Poet  Notes,  amoimting  to  $17,607  06,  mentioned  above, 
t  Axiearages  of  interest  due  to  the  Bank  exceed  $160,000. 

HY.  L.  RUTGERS,  Afi't  Caahiw. 


8 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


Treasitrt  Department,  > 
Auditor's  Office,  22d  Dec,  1 841 .      $ 

To  His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call: 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for  the  Territory  of  Florida  has 
the  honor  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, his  annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Statement  No.  1  shows  a  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Territory,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $265  84. 

Statement  No.  2  shows  the  amount  returned  on  Auction  Sales, 
#2,804  84 ;  returned  on  fines  and  forfeitures,  $2,604  66. 

There  has  been  received  on  Auction  tax,  and  arrears  of  Auction 
tax,  $3,490  53. 

Since  I  have  had  charge  of  the  office,  my  attention  has  been  par- 
ticularly directed  to  the  collection  of  fin^s  and  forfeitures,  a  branch 
of  the  revenue  that  had  been  much  overlooked  ;  and  I  am  pleased 
to  state  that  I  have  been  able  to  get  returns  from  all  the  counties, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  Leon,  Escambia,  and  one  or  two  counti^es 
from  the  Southern  part  of  the  Territory. 

Statement  No.  3  shows  arrears  from  all  sources,  amounting  to 
$44,330  23. 

This  large  amount  seems  to  have  fallen  due  between  the  years 
1833  and  1838 ;  and  I  regret  to  say,  that  there  is  but  little  prospect 
of  a  large  portion  of  it  being  recovered  to  the  Territory ;  a  part  has 
been  cancelled  by  Legislative  sanction,  a  part  for  want  of  sufikient 
bonds,  or  by  deaths,  removals,  &c. 

Since  the  year  1838,  the  laws  have  been  so  revised  as  to  have 
but  little  excuse  to  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  forcing  collec- 
tions from  all  delinquents,  that  may  hereafter  accrue  tp  the  Ter^ 
litovy. 

Statement  No.  4  shows  the  expenses  of.  criminal  prosecMUoiis  in 
eadi  Judicial  district,  expense  of  the  Executive  and  Treasury 
Departoients,  and  the  collection  of  Revenue,  to  be  $7,098  05. 

Statement  No.  5  shpws  the  outstanding  ballance  ag^ipst  the 
Territory  to  be  $12,956  25. 

There  has  been  furesented  to  a  board  of  Army  officers,  ^  claim 
against  the  General  Government  for  payment,  a^QOunting  to  $6,- 
768  91.  And,  I  think,  the  sum  of  $2,000  on  arrears^  may  safely 
lie  veiled  upon ;  and^  should  the  government  comply  with  a  resolu-* 
tio&of  the  kst  Legislature  asking  payment  for  criminal  prosecutions, 
*the  accruing  revenue  for  1842«  would  go  far  to  extinguish  the 
tMdance  that  would  be  remaining  against  the  Territory.  All  of 
t^ch  is  respectfully  submitted 

By  your  obH  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  MILLER. 
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.  STATEMENT  No.  1. 

Shawing  th$  settlement  with  the  Territoriai  Treasurer,  for  the  yimr 
including  I7th  December,  1841. 

1841.  Ds. 

Dec.  23.  Bahace  remaining  in  Treasury  at  this  data  as 

per  settlement,  $     2  88 

Dec.  17.  To  amount  reoeiTcd  into  the  Treasury  from  all 

sources  of  reyenue,  to  date,  4,049  66 


$4052  54 


To  balance  in  Treasury,  265  a4 

1841.  Cr. 

December.   By  amounts  receired  on  Auditor's  warrants, 

returned  and  cancelled,  $3,786  70 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  265  84 

$4,052  64 
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STATEMENT  No.  4. 

Showing  the  amount  and  sources  of  Revenue  returned  to  this  ojffice^ 
and  the  eocpenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  in  each  Judicial  District ^ 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  Territory  for  1841. 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  expenses  crim.  pros,  in  the  Middle  District,       -    -  $2;^06  74 

"            "        "        "    Apalachicoia  District    -  2,030  08 

"        "        "     Western            «          -  118  61 

"            "        "        "     Eastern             "          -  287  25 

"        "        "    Southern           «          -  90  00 

Expenses  Treasury  Department 1,949  83 

"          Executive          "        383  94 

"         Collecting  Reyenue   -.--...-  31  60 

$7,098  05 


RECEIPTS. 

By  Auction  Tax $3,594  13 

Fines  and  forfeitures 2,604  66 

$6,198  79 


STATEMENT  No.  6. 

Showing  the  amount  of  Liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Territory  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year,  ending  December  17M,  1841 

Dec.  17.  To  amount  warrants  outstanding,  $12,956  25 

Balance 38,142  89 

$51,099  14 

1841.  Cr. 

December.   By  amount  due  from  ReYenue  Officers, 

as  per  Statement  No.  3,  $44,330  23 

Amount  of  claim  against  tho  U.  S.  6,768  91 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Territory,         51,099  14 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  > 
Treasurer's  Office,  Dec.  17,  1841.  ) 

To  His  Excellency,  Richard  K.  Call. 

Sir  : — Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  my  account  current 
with  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  past  fiscal  year ;  showing  all 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  moneys  during  that  period,  and  leaving 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  date,  of  Two  Hundred  and  sixty- 
five  and  84-100  dollars. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  I  received 
from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  a  certified  list  of  all  the  Auc- 
tioneers and  other  revenue  officers,  then  in  default,  and  against 
whom,  steps  had  not  already  been  taken  to  enforce  collections, 
and  immediately  addressed  them,  stating  that  without  immediate 
payment,  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  **  an  act  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws  fot  the  year  1840,  and  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  all  arrears  due  to  and  from  the 
Territory,"  would  be  enforced  against  them.  As  will  appear 
by  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  they  have,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, complied  with  the  law ;  so  that  almost  the  entire  amount 
now  due  from  revenue  ofiicers,  consists  t>f  the  old  balances  of  many 
years'  standing,  a  large  portion  of  which,  I  am  of  opinion,  there  is 
W  little  prospect  of  collection,  owing  to  the  death  or  removal 
from  the  Territory  of  the  parties,  and  the  irresponsibility  of  the 
securities  on  their  bonds.  In  many  instances  the  accounts  of  Tax- 
collectors  and  Marshals  are  entitled  to  large  credits  for  overcharg- 
eSy  insolvencies,  commissions,  &c.,  so  that  the  amount  actually  due 
the  Territory,  is  far  short  of  that  reported. 

It  will  also  be  shown,  by  the  Auditor's  report,  that  the  liabilities 
*of  the  Territory,  consisting  of  Auditor*s  warrants,  outstanding, 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $12,956  25-100,  an  increase  upon  the  re> 
ported  liabilities  of  the  last  year  of  $2,311  7-100.  Such  increase, 
arising  from  the  fact  of  the  claims  upon  the  Territory  for  expen- 
senses  attending  criminal  prosecutions  for  the,  year  1840,  not  ha?- 
ing  been  audited  until  the  present  year.  This  amount  of  $12,956 
25-100,  comprises  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Territory,  within  the 
knowledge  of  either  the  Auditor  or  myself,  excepting  the  sum  of 
about  $2,000. 

As  assetts  of  the  Territoiy  supposed  to  be  available  within  a 
very  short  time,  we  estimate  the  sum  of  about  $9,000,  consisting 
of  the  claim  of  the  Territory  against  the  United  States,  amounting 
to  $6,768  91-100,  and  about  the  sum  of  $2,000  to  be  expected  from 
other  sources,  leaving  a  balance  against  the  Territory  unprovided 
for,  the  sum  of  about  $6,000. 

The  receipts  of  the  present  year,  and  the  balance  remaining 
uncollected  and  considered  as  soon  available,  amount  to  the  sura 
■of  about  $5,000.  The  current  yearly  expenses  of  this,  and  of  the 
Executive  Department,  amount  to  about  the  sum  of  $3,000,  estima- 
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ting  the  receipts  and  expenditures  o^tfae  next  year  «t  the  saaie  with 
the  present,  leaving  out  of  the  account  any  receipts  from  arrears 
due  the  Territory  (as  none  can  be  calculated  upon  as  certain),  as  also 
any  expenditures  for  expenses  attending  the  prosecution  of  criminals 
the  liabilities  of  the  Territory  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  1842, 
will  have  been  reduced  to  the  sum  of  about  $4,000. 

Should  it,  therefore,  be  deemed  expedient  to  continue  this  depart* 
ment  under  its  existing  regulations,  sunoe  further  legislation,  it  would 
seem,  is  necessary  to  provide  for  its  embarrassed  condition. 

The  laws,  for  the  enforcement  of  collections  from  defaulting 
officers,  appear  to  be  amply  suHicient ;  but,  owing  to  the  remissness 
of  Auctioneers  in  having  their  bonds  forwarded  to  this  office  as  the 
law  requires,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  law, 
making  it  necessary  for  their  bonds  to  be  filed  in  this  office  before 
commissions  are  issued. 

The  suits  of  the  Territory  against  Willis  Alston,  former  commis- 
sioner of  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  and  Tilman  J.  French,  and  Saml 
H.  Duval,  former  tax  collectors  for  Leoa  county,  are  still  pending, 
and  the  District  Attorney  promises  to  hand  in  a  communication  on 
the  subject  in  a  few  days,  which,  whea  received,  shall  be  laid 
before  you. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  No.  36,  approved  4th  March,. 
1841,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Auditor,.  Treasurer,  and  District 
Attorney,  to  adjust  the  account  of  Wm.  H«  Michael,  late  tax  collec- 
tor for  Leon  county,  but  in  consequence  of  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Michael,  his  account  still  remains  unsettled. 

I  have  deferred  making  my  report  of  the  collection  of  rents  of 
school  lands,  in  this  county,  until  the  1st  proximo,  as  the  rents  on 
them,  for  the  present  year,  will  not  be  collected  before  that  time. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  H.  AUSTIN,.  Treasurer  Florida- 
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.Wu  Tprntory  of  Florida  in  Ai^nntm  timt^m^iaiA  Thmrnt  H.  jAiu^ 

ti»i  ntimsutefi,     t  DR. 
1841.    ToB3ip6.Pro8,Oriiii.EMlDwt 

Paid  Audito^  Warrant  No.  279,  $28  35 

«        .     "            «          a      22,  9  75 

•f.           "  .,         ««          ««      23,  122  50 

"             «k             i«         ,u.    24,  5  7A 

"             "             »           **      26,  75  00 

"             »«            »«          «*      53,  8  25—    250  60 
To  Exps.  Pros.  Crim.  South.  Dist. 

Paid  Auditor's  Warrant  l^o.  243,  75  75 

f*          *^      17i  tS(  75 

"            «            •?           "      16,  25  00 

"            "            *•           •'»      18„  45  ^5^     16^  19 

To  Exps.  Collecting  Reventi*.       '  "     / 

Paid  A*iitor*8  Warranf  No.  29^,'  12 '  00' 

«            «            "      '     "      34,  ,     12.00-*      36  00 
Td  E;ifp$;  Pros.  Criqi.  Apalachi9ola  I^^ist. 

Piiji  Auditor's  Wftrrant  No.  )?85,  ,  196  .pO 

«i-   ^'^  "            «           "    ;^88,  ,    23  .?5 

«             u            u           a        2,  100  PO 

*«             «             '«           "    852,  216  J58—     536  23 
To  Exps.  Pros.  Crim.  Western  Dist. 

Vm  Auditor's  Wi^rrant  No.  i?67,  54  00 

«*^        '  •«            "          "    ;?80,  60  (62-*     114  62 
To  Em)^.  "f  reasury  departments 

PaM  Auditor's  Warrant  No.  304,  69  .?5 

iV*             «                 a              a       21i  12,p0 

•'             ««             «*           '*      29i  37,?0 

•«             «             "           »*      42i  '    50  pO 

«*            «            «           "      55i  41  .p3—     210  58 
To  ^si  Pros.  Crimi  Middle  Dist. 

P4M  Auditor's  Warrant  No.  237,  5  pO 

li'^   I  *    <c            «          u    307j  19  ^0 

««             «            Vi          «    '20,  '  258  pO 

«<             "            «          "     [37,  305  ;pO 

a             K             ii           «      37^  '    50  pO 

'  "             «           "        7,  133  00 

"            II             a           «      295,  'U"U\ 

« V  •   rf-  •     '«« •     -•**^' '  "58;'';  '2iii';68^  807  52 

To  Eii^ps.  j^tate  Convention. 

'   rm  Atiditor's  Warrant  No.  185,  '    64  31 

"             "            "          "    137,  130  90 

««             "            "          "    189,  780  (5^ 

**            "            "           "    224  212  59^  1,188  M 

«3;S09  70 
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184L    To  amomit  bnw^t  forwaid,  $3,309  fO 

Exps.  Executive  Department. 

Paid  Auditor's  Warrant  No.  188, 
«  u  cf  «c    179^ 

<C  CI  41  u     254 

tt  U  11  <l  ^ 

Balance 

$4,052  54 


The  Territory  of  Florida,  in  Account  Current  with  Thomas  H.  Aus- 
tin, Treasurer,  CR. 

1841 .    By  balance  in  Treas'y,  per  last  rept,  23d  Dec.  1840>  $2  88 
Auction  Tax, 


15  00 

62  00 

200  00 

200  OOi- 

477  Od 

265  84 
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ertificate, 
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cc 
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39  28 
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cc 
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38  97 
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it 

€1 

cc 
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cc 
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cc 

It 
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cc 
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3  74 
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cc 
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tt 

cc 
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cc 
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cc 
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CC 

cc 
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tt 
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CC 

cc 
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tt 

276  83 

CC 

tt 

cc 

tt 

115  91 

CC 

cc 

cc 

tt 

39  99 

cc 

cc 

it 

tt 

112  2i 

cc 

'           f '  > 

cc 

cc 

tt 

64  43 

cc 

cc 

cc 

tt 

8  25 

cc 

•c 

cc 

tt 

228  19 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

157  65 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

102  73-k$3,843  29 

ReTenue 

Rctceivedon 

Auditors  Certificate, 

$  79  31 

*c 

cc 

cc 

cc 

89  95 

cc 

cc 

cc 

M 

37  12-.    $206  38 

$4052  54 


^7  lialance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  17th,  1841,  exclusire  of  the 

.   Sofaod  Land  Fund, $265  84 

(Signed)  T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 
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1*ltXA8UftT  DePARTXXNT,  > 

Auditors  Office,  December  17th,  1841.     ) 

I  GsRTiFT,  thai  I  ha?e  examined  the  foregoing  acconnt,  and 
compared  the  same  with  Touchers,  and  find  all  correct. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MILLER,  Aud'r  Pub.  Ac'ts,  Fla.  , 
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Tatlahassee,  28th  Oetober,  1841, 
Sir :  It  haa  become  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  a  series  of 
Indian  depredations,  which  have  been  recently  committed  on  this 
frontier.  Within  the  last  week  three  different  attacks  have  been 
made,  and  six  murders,  of  the  most  attrocious  character,  have  been 
perpetrated.  The  first  was  a  night  attack  on  a  family,  in  a  house 
where  they  resided,  near  the  Suwannee  river.  Two  children  were 
murdered,  and  the  mother  severely  wounded.  The  balance  of  the 
family  escaped  uninjured,  but  the  house  was  plundered  and  burnt. 
The  second  attack  occurred  about  thirty  miles  from  this  place.  A' 
party,  while  hunting  near  their  residence,  were  fired  on  by  the 
In<lians,  and  one  man  (a  negro)  killed.  The  third  outrage  was 
committed  not  more  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  from  this  place. 
A  party  of  seven  persons,  on  one  of  the  principal  highways  of  the 
country,  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Indians.  They  were 
Itrmed,  and  defended  themselves  by  returning  the  fire  of  the  savages, 
but  three  of  them  were  killed  ;  and  the  rest,  consisting  of  one  man 
and  woman  and  two  boys,  saved  themselves  by  filght,  leaving  their 
lifeless  companions  to  be  stripped  and  plundered. 

In  regard  to  the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  fron- 
tier, I  bee  leave"  to,  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  September  last, 
add^Mb^d  Ip  yobt  brfedecesVoT  in  oflSce.  Recent  events  have  but 
connrm^a  the  bpirudtis  therein  e^presded ;  and  I  now  renew  the 
piroposicioff  Made  t^  hUn,  X6  vHthdmw  the  reigdlar  iroopa  ireni  the 
frontier,  and  empkfy'thbni  in  ihe  acti<re  ptbeecut^  of  the  ^ar« 
Witk  «  ^o^ni^r  rdve^  of  hardy  ^aoi^vtiktn  of  the  ^counti^^,  ^ind 
of  not  more  than  one  half  of  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
regular  troops  employed  in  this  service,  and  I  will  guarantee  the 
safety  of  the  frontier  se^lements.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  not  consider 
me  importunate,  in  so  often  urging  the  adoption  of  this  measure  on 
the  department,  as  I  am  actuated  alone  by  a  sense  of  duty,  which 
compels  me  to  claim,  for  the  defenceless  citizens  of  this  Territory, 
that  protection  which  they  have  a  right  (o  expect  from  the  govern* 
ment.  I  speak  from  my  own  personal  observation  during  the  last 
(ve  years,  when  I  say  to  you  that  the  only  periods  of  tranquility 
we  have  enjoyed,  during  that  period,  have  been  those  in  which  we 
have  been  defended  by  volunteers  and  militia.  And  you  may  rest 
assured,  sir,  that,  to  close  the  war  with  the  next  twelve  months, 
you  will  require  the  most  active  operations  of  all  the  regular  troopa 
you  may  be  able  to  employ  in  that  service. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Jlon.  J.  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  War,  > 
Washington,  November  10,  1841.      J 
Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  letter 
pf  the  28th  of  October, 
you  will  see,  bv  the  enclosed  copy,  that  Col.  Worth,  commanding 
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die  tV0o{Mi  iti  Ploti^,  hM  hem  kept  r^giilarit  ndvised  of  jour  views 
pft)A  bpiriiotoe  ;  ttnd  this  Deptnment  bsefpll  confidence  in  hie 
disposition  and  ability  to  do  every  things  that  may  be  advisable  im 
fdlatiob  lb  ibk  Wat)  which,  we  believe,  will  soon  be  terminated. 

Veiy  respectftilly, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  C.  SPENCER. 

His  Excellency  n.  K.  Oall,  Govorhor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


HXAD-QUARTERS,   ArMY  OF  FLORIDA,  > 

Fort  Brook,  June  2nd,  1841.      ) 

I  have  the  honor  to  ae<)iiaiiit  your  Excellency  that,  by  direction 
of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  I  ha?e  assumed  command  of 
the  army  of  Florida.  Major  Wilson,  commanding  the  Western 
military  district,  has  been  instructed  to  make  certain  dispositions 
of  his  troqps,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions  under  date  of 
the  17th  ultimo.  I  have,  also,  ordered  that  officer  to  communicate 
freely  with  and  give  evi^ry  consideration  io  such  suggestions  as 
your  Excellency  may  be  pleased  to  xx\ake^ 

My  first  effort  will  be  directed  to  clear  the  country,  between  the 
Witblacoochee  and  the  frontier  settlements,  of  the  small  but 
desperate  bands  of  Indians.  That  most  desirable  obiect  once 
bbtacned^  we  can  ^um  our  attention,  with  better  prospects  'of  eyccess, 
to  the  Southern  hostile^. 

.Any  conuDMnicationjSjrou  may  be  pleased  to  itiake  to  me,  will 
ireceive  the  prompt  and  respectful  attention  of, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
;        (Signed)  W.  WORTH. 

His  Excellency  R,  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 


Ai>jvtki^t  GttKkkAL's  OvFicic,  > 
^a^injjtdti,  November  9th,  1841.      J 

Sir :  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith,  for  yOur  information,  a  copy 
pf  1^^  ExcellBDcy  Governor  Call's  communication  to  the  Secretsiy 
of  War,  dated  tne  28th  of  October,  relative  to  the  present  state  of 
afiairs  iii  Florida.     Annexed  tWreto,  yoti  will  find  an  extract  of  a 
former  letter  of  the  Governor's,  dated  the  1  st  of  September,  oil  the 
^joae  subject,  to  wit,  his  views  relative  to  the  employment  of  militia, 
(pot  i^unteers,  for  there  is  np  legal  authority  to  employ  volunteers). 
However  moclh  the  views  of  His  Excellency  are  entitled  to  respectfu^ 
consideration,  yet  charged*  as  you  are,  with  the  conduct  of  nvear 
mies  in  Florida,  and  not  doubting  thai  ybu  will,  whenever  3rou  ihin) 
It  lUieessny,  VH^omtsend  the  adoptioii  of  ««y  measure  calculated  t 
promote  the  public  service,  either  with  regard  to  the  protectteH  of  th 
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inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  or  the  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  in 
the  interior,  special  suggestions  from  the  head«quarters  of  the  Army, 
at  this  time,  are  deemed  to  be  unnecessary. 

It  appears  from  the  records,  that  you  were  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  Secretary's  answer,  of  September  17th,  to  Governor  Call's 
communication,  of  the  Ist  of  that  month. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  JONES,  Adj.  General 

Col.  W.  J.  Worth,  Commander  of  Army  in  Florida,  Tampa 
Bay. 


Faidat,  January  7th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's  pro*, 
ceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  English  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Peiot  moved  that  inasmuch  as  Joseph  S.  Sanchez  had  resign^ 
ed  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  his  name  shoyld  he  dropped  from  the  roll 
— which  was  ordered. 

The  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Rules  was  again  read, 
amended  by  striking  out  the  clause  "  adopting  an  additional  Rule, 
No.  40,"  and  adopted  as  amended. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  fol* 
lowing  message : 

T^LAHASSEE,  7th  January,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  enclose  herewith  an  official  statement,  exhibiting  the  condition 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  on  the  2l8t  of  December  last,  accompa* 
nied  by  a  letter  from  the  Cashier  of  that  institution.  From  these, 
you  will  perceive  the  hopeless  condition  of  the  Bank,  and  may  form 
some  estimate  of  the  probable  loss  which  will  be  sustained  from 
the  extent  of  its  circulation,  and  other  liabilities. 

It  has  long  since  forfeited  all  claim  to  public  confidence ;  and,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  done  without  increasing  the  responsibility  of  the 
Territory  to  the  holders  of  the  Bank,  its  transactions  as  a  corpora- 
tion should  be  brought  to  a  close. 

I  submit  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislative  Council  the  adoption 
of  such  measures,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  as  may  bd  deemed  most 
expedient.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  announced  the  following  as  sUmding  committeot 
of  the  Senate : 
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STANDING  (X)MMITTEES  OF  THE  SENATE 

Judiciary. 
Messrs.  Wilker, 
Dupont, 
Berthelot. 


Elections. 
Messrs.  McLean, 
Pelot, 
Cooper. 

Schools  and  Colleges. 

Messrs.  Cooper, 
English, 
Livingston. 


State  of  the  Territory ,  to 
have  charge  of  Claims, 
Messrs.  Livingston, 

Walker, 

English. 


Public  Accounts. 
Messrs.  Dupont, 
McLean, 
English. 


Finance  and  Banks. 
Messrs.  Berthelot, 
Dupont, 
Cooper. 

Militia. 
Messrs.  Pelot, 

Edwards, 
Livingston. 


Enrolled  Bills. 
Messrd:  Berthelot, 
Edwards, 
M'Lean. 

Which  was  read,  and  50  copies  ordered  printed. 
The   Senate  then  adjourned   utitil   Monday,    12 
'o'clock. 


Monday,  January  10th,  1842. 

The  Senate  itnet  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate be  authorized  to  subscribe  for  ten  copies  each  of 
the  newspapers  prinfted  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  to 
be  furnished  each  member  of  the  Senate  during  the 
session— -which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Dupont  oflfered  the  following  resolutions,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  his  Excellency,  the- 
Gtoremor's  Message  as  relates  to  the  Seminole  war, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
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claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Ignited  Stat^  for 
military  services  rendered,  and  supplies  furnished  for 
the  use  of  the  government  be  referred  to  the  coipftBit-' 
tee  on  the  ^tate  of  the  Territory. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  banks 
and  otheiT  incorporations,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  and  banks. 

Resfoived,  That  so  much  thereof  a*  rentes  to  ihe 
Pensacoia  Bank  bonds,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Auditor  and  Tr^a,surer  of  the 
Territory  and  other  public  oflScers  hayihg  the  charge 
of  pubUc  funds^  zxA  the  revenue  system  of  the  Terri- 
tory, be  refeft-ed  to  the  committQe  on  pvblie^  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
organization  of  the  militia,  be  referred  to.  the .  com- 
mittee ou  the  militia. 

Resolved,  Ths^t  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
completion  of  the  Capitol,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

Which  F^re  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  4t  was  ordered  tjiat 
the  Senate  meet  hereafter  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  imtil  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Janitary  11,  184S^. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjou7T<mepft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berthelot  it  .was  resolved,  fth0 
House  of  Representatives  concurHng  iu  the  sjwn©] 
that  the  joint  Rules  of  the  last  Legislative  CoupeiJ4b0 
taken  and  considered  as  the  Ruiles  of  the  present  Lftr, 
gislative  Counail,  and  that  the  Secretary  certify  tfeis' 
mption  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Berthelot  gives  notice  thathewillontprnprrfflT 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  an  aetta 
amcrrl  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  x^^^^ 
appn>v"*i  Nov.  21^1,  1828. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


78 

Mr.  Polot  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judkiary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  sufficient  penalties  and  forfeitures  to  prevent 
persons  having  estates  for  life  or  years,  or  temporary 
possession  of  personal  property  the  title  or  right  to 
possession  of  which,  may  be  in  litigation  in  any  court 
of  law  or  equity  in  this  Territory,  from  removing  or 
attempting  to  remove  any  such  property  from  this 
Territory,  or  the  jurisdiction  of  such  court;  with 
leave  to  report  by  will  or  otherwise. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Dupont,  offered  on  yester* 
day,  referring  the  different  parts  of  the  Grovemor's 
Message  to  the  apprc^riate  committees,  were  again 
read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


WEDNEsnAT,  January  19l!h,  1842. 

The  Senate,  met  puisuant  to  a£oummei3it 

Mr.  Berthelot  gives  notice  that  ne  will  on  some  fu- 
ture day  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitle^ 
an  act  amendatory  of  and  supplemental  to  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  moorporate  the  city  of  Tallahassee^ 
approved  March  2d,  1840. 

The  resolatiom  of  Mr.  Pelot,  ofEoml  on  yestwday, 
was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Union  Bank, 
wbieh  was  read^  9md  ordered  copied. 

Mr.  M'Lean  moved  that  the  Sacvetary  <]^  Hke  Terri- 
tery  be  requested  to  finmish  a  copy  of  Duval's  CEom- 
pflmon,  and  tba  Acts  of  the  Legislative  Couai»H 
fftM«d  in  1840  tttd  Id41,  Ujfth^xmei^  eaeh  meaiber 
of  the  Senate  during  the  sessionr^wliieh  wanadctptad. 

10 
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The  President  read  to  the  Senate  the  following 
communication : 

Masonic  Hall,  ) 
Wednesday,  Jan.  12th,  1842.      j 

To  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Brockenbrough, 

,        President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir :  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend,  and 
through  you  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Senate, 
to  join  in  the  procession,  to  take  place  to-day,  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  an  oration  will  be  de- 
Uvered  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Coe,  M.  W.,  Grand  Master 
of  Florida. 

By  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida. 

THOS.  BROWN,  Sec'y. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont,  the  invitation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  accepted,  and  the  Senate  adjourn- 
ed until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Jan.  13th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  Rents,  approved  Nov. 
21st,  1828 ;"  which  was  read. 

The  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  relation  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  was  again 
read. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  141h,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  McLean  gives  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fu- 
ture day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
''  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Roads,  High- 
ways, and  Ferries." 
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Mr.  Cooper  offered  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Territorial  Legislature  does 
not  possess,  nor  was  it  ever  invested  with  authority 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  so  as  to  render 
the  citizens  of  the  Territory  responsible  for  the  debts 
or  engagements  of  any  corporation,  chartered  by  said 
Territorial  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That  the  Territorial  Legislature  has  no 
legal  power  or  authority  to  impose  taxes  on  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
the  obligations  or  paying  the  debts  of  any  bank,  rail- 
road, or  other  corporation ;  and  all  pledges  of  the 
public  faith  so  granted,  and  laws  made  to  sustain 
thereby  a  levy  of  taxes  on  our  citizens,  are  null  and 
void,  ab  initio. 

Which  were  read. 

On  the  question  of  its  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
English  and  Cooper.  And  were  yeas,  Mr.  President, 
Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker — 5. 
Nays,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English  and  Pelot 
— 4.     So  the  reference  was  made. 

A  BiU  to  be  entitled,  '^  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  Rents,''  approved  Nov. 
21st,  1828,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  following  Message,  viz : — 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  Joint 
Rules  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
received  on  a  former  day,  was  again  read,  and  referr- 
ed to  a  Select  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate.  Messrs.  Westcott,  Dancy  and  Tabor,  were 
appointed  said  Committee. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

And  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont  and  Livingston, 
appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  ci£  the  House  of  Representatives 
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in  rekticmto  the  Vmaa  Bank,  was  aginn  read,  and  laid 
on  the  taUe. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


SATxnEiDAT,  January  16th,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
there  being  no  quorum,  adjourned  until  Monday. 


Monday,  January  17, 1848. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Walker  gives  notice  that  he  will  introduce  a 
biU  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  amendatory  of  and 
supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
tiie  city  of  Tallahassee,"  approved  March  2d,  1840 ; 
which  was  read,  and  orderea  copied. 

Mr.  M'Lean,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introdu- 
ced a  bill  to  be  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  Roads, 
Highways,  and  Ferries  f  which  was  twice  read^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  gives  notice  Hmt  on  some  fotare 
day  he  will  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  act  to 
ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  upontiie 
propriety  of  going  into  a  State  Government" 

The  same  also  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  cit- 
izens of  Apalachicola ;  which  was  read,  and  refimred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  English  gives  notice  that  he  will,  at  a  future 
di^,  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  manber  of  Sen-' 
ators  to  fifteen. 

The  Semite  Ihen  ai^oanied  wotni  toHcnom>w. 
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Tuesday,  Jan.  18th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Broekenbrough  gives  notice  that,  on  some  fu- 
ture day,  he  will  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  certain 
portions  of  the  attachment  law.     Also, 

A  bill  concerning  appeal-bonds,  claim-bonds,  re- 
plevin-bonds and  other  bonds  required  by  statute; 
also : — 

A  bill  to  amend  the  acts  regulating  chancery  pro- 
ceedingB. 

Mr.  Berthelot  gives  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
will  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An 
Act  to  repeal  the  36th  section  of  an  act,  entitled  an 
act  concerning  wills,  letters  testamentary,  and  letters 
of  administration,  and  the  duties  of  executors,  admin- 
istrators and  guardians."   Approved  Nov.  20th,  1828. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  "An  Act  amendatory  of  and 
supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Tallahassee,"  approved  2nd  March,  1840, 
was  again  read,  and  ordered  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  al- 
ter the  name  of  the  County  of  Mosquito,"  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  19, 1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  as  adopted. 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  certain  preamble  and  resolutions 
requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  an  ap- 
IMTopriation  to  clear  out  the  Suwannee  river— which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor the  following  message^  viz : 
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Tallahassee,  January  13th,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  Commisaioner  of  the 
city  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  past  year.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  50  copies  of  said  report  or- 
dered printed. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  the  36th 
section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  concerning  wills,  let- 
ters testamentary,  and  letters  of  administration,  and 
the  duties  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians. 
Approved  Nov.  20th,  1828" — ^which  was  rem. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Intendant 
and  Common  Council  of  me  City  of  Tallahassee, 
which  was  read — ^when  Mr.  Berthelot  made  the  fol- 
lowing motion : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Berthelot,  it  was  carried,  That  the 
memorial  of  the  Intendant  and  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Tallahassee,  be  laid  under  the  table,  in 
consequence  of  the  abusive  and  contemptuous  lan- 
guage therein  used  against  a  member  of  this  Senate ; 
and  that  the  Senate  considers  it  as  an  indignity  offer- 
ed to  this  body. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Pelot  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  no  Senator,  during  the  present 
session,  shall  withdraw  himself  from  the  business  of 
the  Senate  without  leave — ^which  was  read,  the  rule 
waived,  and  adopted. 

The  same,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
made  the  following  report  : 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  militia  of  this  Territory,  heg  leave  to 

REPORT, 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration  ;  and,  upon- 
the  examination  of  the  laws  now  in  force,  find  that  amendments 
were  necessary  in  almost  every  particular — some  sections  have  been 
entirely  substituted,  others  in  part,  and  objectionable  ones  left  out 
altogether.  And  in  the  view  of  your  Committee,  the  bill  which  we 
BOW  offer  will  meet  every  exigency ;  and,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  will 
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place  oar  militia  in  a  well  organized  situation — ready  to  render 
effective  service  at  a  moment's  warning.  A  great  deal,  however, 
depends  upon  the  exertion  of  the  Brigadier  Generals  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will 
attend,  in  future,  more  strictly  to  the  official  duties  devolving  on 
them  than  they  have  heretofore  done.  During  the  progress  of  the 
bill  there  are  a  few  suggestions,  which  the  Committee  will  further 
offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

JOHN  C.  PELOT,  Chair'm  Committee  Militia. 

Which  was  read,  and,  with  accompanying  bill,  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  title,  and  ordered  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  name  of 
Mosquito  County,"  was  again  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  a  certain 
message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  nomi- 
nations. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Tallahassee,  January  13th,  18-12. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Ciiy  of  Tallahassee  for  the  past  year. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Citv  of  Tallahassee,  > 

January  3d,  1842.      I 

To  His  Excellency,  Richard  K.  Cally  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 

Florida. 

Sir  '  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report, 
vrith  a  statement  annexed. 

A  full  statement  and  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  fund,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  the  prospect  of  its  com- 
pletion, wer^  presented  to  your  Excellency,  in  June  last,  with  a 
▼iew  to  an  application  to  Congress,  then  in  session,  in  aid  of  the 
work.  To  this  I  beg  leave  to  refer^  having  little  of  interest  to  add 
to  the  remarks  then  made. 

The  building  is  still  unfinished  ;  the  walls  are  erected,  but  with- 
out a  roof  over  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  they  are  suffering  from, 
exposure  to  the  weather.  The  means  of  providing  a  roof  are  not 
within  the  reach  of  the  Commissioner,  having  no  funds  on  hand, 
and  no  prospect  of  realizing  from  the  sale  of  land  belonging  to  the 
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fuDd,  or  of  collecting  debto  due  to  it.  The  hope  is  iodalged  that 
Congress  will  make  an  appropriation  rather  than  allow  the  «xpen 
diture  already  made  to  be  defeated.  Already  has  the  governmen 
profited  by  the  use  of  the  building,  in  the  saving  of  rent  for  rooms 
for  the  Legislature,  offices  for  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory and  others,  which,  by  this  session,  would  have  amounted  to- 
nearly  five  thousand  dollars,  and  which  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing will  greatly  increase. 

It  occurred  to  the  Commissioner  to  contract  for  the  roof  on  credit, 
trusting  to  the  probability  of  raising  funds,  but  on  consultation  with 
your  Excellency,  and  considering  the  prospect  of  an  early  action  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  building,  by  the  delay  of  a  few  months, 
would  not  sustain  much  injury  in  its  present  condition,  this  was  abaiH 
doned  ;  but  if  the  means  are  obtained  a  short  time  only  would  be 
required  to  accomplish  it.  The  importance  of  again  urging  this 
matter  upon  the  Delegate  and  Congress,  is  respectfully  suggested. 
Attention  has  already  been  drawn  to  it  by  that  indefatigable  public 
officer ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  exertions  may  be  seconded  by 
the  local  authorities. 

The  plastering  of  that  portion  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
Legislature,  and  other  offices  of  the  government,  was  in  progress 
of  being  finished  but  was  prevented  by  the  distressing  sickness  thai 
prevailed  in  this  city  during  the  summer.  The  contractor  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  a  portion  of  his  family,  and  was  drawn  by 
his  own  ill  health  and  that  of  the  remainder,  to  the  north  to  escape 
the  sad  efl^ects  of  the  disease  ;  but  it  will  only  require  a  few  weeks 
for  finishing  this  part  of  the  work. 

The  Commissioner  is  happy  to  state  that  the  fund  is  tolerably 
free  from  embarrassment.  The  fortunate  sale  of  lots,  made  in  1840, 
and  the  punctuality  of  purchasers,  almost  unexampled  in  the  south, 
(a  sale  of  nearly  $20,000  being  collected  to  within  $1,200,)  have 
enabled  him  to  pay  the  contractors  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the 
work  performed.  Shine  has  been  paid  $17,219  on  his  contract  of 
$23,500  for  the  brick  work,  Levinus  $9,075  on  his  contract  of 
$10,000  for  carpenter  work,  Johnson  and  Hoyt  $2,400  in  full  of 
their  contract,  Scott  $1,100,  Robinson  $914  78,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  upwards  of  $30,000  of  disbursement  for  the  Capitol,  bes^es 
other  payments  to  a  considerable  amount. 

Two  accounts  against  the  fund  were  omitted  to  be  presented,  as 
the  Commissioner  designed,  to  the  Council  at  last  session,  to  which 
he  now  begs  leave  to  call  their  attention.  His  predecessor  was 
ordered  to  procure  implements,  &c.,  for  boring  a  well  in  the  public 
square,  which  were  purchased ;  and  the  work  was  in  operation  at 
the  time  of  the  Commissioner's  appointment.  As  the  funds  were 
inadequate  to  both  objects,  and  considering  it  more  important  to 
erect  the  building,  and  to  pay  the  contractors  as  they  progressed^ 
and,  also,  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  exchange,  the  Commis- 
sioaer  recommended  the  discontinuance  of  the  work  on  the  welV 
which  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  acting  Governor ;  who,  in  addition. 
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expressed  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of  the  expenditure.  Acting  by 
his  advice,  the  Commissioner  accordingly  suspended  the  payment 
of  the  accounts  for  that  object  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature 
could  be  made  known.  They  are  for  a  small  amount,  and  justly 
due,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  directed  to  be  paid  without  ob- 
jection^     They  are  enclosed  herewith. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  T.  BALTZELL,  Commissioner. 


Thursday,  Jan.  20th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  President  presented  a  commupication  from  the  Intendant 
and  common  council  asking  a  withdrawal  of  their  memorial  presen- 
ted on  yesterday — which  was  read. 

Mr.  Berthlot  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  an  act  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of,  and  sup- 
plemental to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Tallahassee,  approv- 
ed 2d  March,  1840,  be  spread  at  large  upon  the  journals  of  the 
Senate  and  published  with  the  printed  proceedings  of  this  body, 
and  that  a  certain  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  addressed  to  the 
Legislative  Council  by  the  Intendant  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Tallahassee,  signed  by  F.  Eppes  Intendant,  Tho's  Brown 
Treasurer,  P.  Kerr,  Jabez  B.  Bull,  A.  J.  Fisher,  James  B.  Gamble, 
David  C.  Wilson,  R.  A  Shine  and  J.  W.  Levinus,  Common  Coun- 
cil, (which  paper  petition,  or  remonstrance,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Berthelot,  laid  under  the  table  for  containing  vile,  abusive,  and 
contemptuous  language,  in  regard  to  one  of  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body,  and  as  offering  an  indignity  to  this  Senate,)  be  also 
spread  at  large  upon  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  published  wiUi 
the  printed  proceedings  thereof — and  that  after  said  paper,  petition, 
or  remonstance,  shall  have  been  so  printed,  as  aforesaid,  that  the 
said  petitioners  have  leave  to  with  iraw  the,  said  petition  ;  and, 
also,  that  the  motion  made  on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Berthelot,  after 
the  reading  of  said  petition,  to  lay  said  petition  under  the  table,  be 
also  published  with  the  printed  proceedings  of  this  Senate  ;  and 
that  this  present  motion  be  entered  on  the  journals  and  printed  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  body  ;  and  that  the  letter  received  this  day 
be  also  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr^  English  moved  that  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  re- 
quired to  report  tomorrow  on  the  Subject  of  resolutions  offered  in 
relation  u>  the  faith  bonds  :  on  the  question  of  its  adoption  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were*-^ 

Yeas,  Messrs,  English,  Cooper  and  Pelot — 3. 

11 
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Nays,  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bertblot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, McLean  and  Walker — '7.     So  the  motion  was  lost. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  and  supplemental  to  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  approved  2d 
March  1840,  was  again  read.  On  the  motion  to  postpone  said  bill 
for  Monday  next  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Eng- 
lish and  Dupont,  and  were — 

Yeas,  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelbt,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 8. 

Naysj  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper — 2.     So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  was  again  read. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  an  appropriation  to 
clear  out  the  Suwannee  river  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  36th  section  of  an  act 
entitled  an  act  concerning  Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  and  Letters 
of  Administration,  and  the  duties  of  Executors,  Administrators  and 
Guardians,  approved  Nov.  20, 1828,  was  again  read  and  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  committee. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  the  county  of 
Musquito,  was  read  a  third  time ;  on  motion  the  Senate  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Berthelot  in  the  chair,  ailer  some 
time,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  said  bill  as  amended,  which 
report  was  received,  and  said  bill  read  again  and  ordered  for  to 
morrow.^ 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  as  adopt- 
ed, A  Memorial  to  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  Flori- 
da, which  was  read. 

Also  as  passed,  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Jesse   Carter  late  Tax  Collector  of  Alachua  county,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Terri- . 
tory. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  Jan.  21,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pnrsnant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  English,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introdu- 
ced a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incxease  the  num- 
ber of  Senators  to  fifteen." 
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The  same  also  gives  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he 
will  introduce  a  bul  to  prevent  free  negroes  from  co- 
ming into  the  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Edwards  gives  notice  that  he  will  on  some  fu- 
ture day  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
change  venue  in  criminal  cases  from  one  District  to 
another,  when  good  and  sufficient  cause  be  shown 
why  such  venue  be  changed. 

The'  memorial  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  before  adopted 
by  the  House,  was  again  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ^'  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of 
Mosquito  County,"  was  rejui  a  third  time.  On  thiB 
question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  call- 
ed by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeasr— Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean,  ai^d  Pelot— 6. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  'Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
and  Walker — 4. 

So  said  bill  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  ' 
above. 

A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
relation  to  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Co.,  was  again  read,  and  adopted ;  and  Messrs.  Ber- 
thelot, Walker,  and  Livingston,  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  English  moved  that  the  resolutions  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  concerning  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day — which  was  adopted. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Berthelot,  offered  on  yes- 
terday, were  again  read,  when  Mr.  Berthelot  moved 
that  after  the  word  resolved,  the  words  "That  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Intendant  and  Common  Council,  which 
on  a  former  day  was  laid  under  the  table,  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  placed  on  the  table,"  be  inserted.  The 
following  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Intendant  and  Council  of  the 
City  of  Tallahassee  have  by  letter,  on  yesterday,  expressly  and 
fully  disclaimed  all  intention  of  treating  the  Senate  with  indignity" 
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or  insult,  by  iheir  Memorial  preseoled  on  Wednesday,  and  request- 
ed leave  to  withdraw  that  Memorial,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said 
Memorial  be  taken  from  under  the  table,  and  placed  on  the  table, 
and  that  said  memorialists  Have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Union  Banlt  of  Florida,  Mr.  M'Lean  in  the 
Ohair.  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  following  substitute  for  said  resolution : 

Whereas,  fiom  the  continued  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  the  great  depreciation  of  its  bills^nd 
the  consequent  uncertainty  which  prevails  on  this  subject,  which 
is  calculated  to  exert  a  very  pernicious  influence  on  the  industry, 
enterprize  and  trade  of  the  Territory : — 

Therefore,  he  it  reselved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  a  Joint  Select  Committee  of  four  members  of  each 
House  be  appointed,  (in  such  manner  as  the  respective  Houses 
may  prescribe,)  to  devise  the  best  means  to  remedy  the  evil  of  the 
present  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and 
that  said  committee  be  instructed  (should  they  deem  it  necessary,) 
to  report  a  bill  to  place  the  affairs  of  said  institution  in  progress  of 
liquidation,  and  wind  up  said  Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  said  report,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and 
relot,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  B^rthelot,  Cooper,  English^  and 
Pelot— 4. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  English  offered  the  original  as  a  substitute  for 
substitute,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  EngUsh,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker— 6. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor the  following  message ; 
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Tallahassee,  Jan.  21,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  South- 
ern Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
present  month. 

R.  K.  CALL. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  6^  Trust  Company, 
Branches  and  Agency ^  Saturday  morning,  January  1st,  1842. 

RESOURCES  AND  VOUCHERS. 
Amount  due  upon  bonds  and  mortgages,  $705,494  67 

Amount  due  upon  bills  and  notes  discounted,  776,700  97 

Suspended  debt,  ,,  9,758  27 

Notes  for  special  advances  on  Cotton,  40,660  08 

Stocks  held  by  this  company,  52,045  00 

Loan  to  the  Territory  and  Corporation  bonds,  47.000  00 

Real  estate,  22,675  12 

Personal  property,  8,073  11 

Amount  due  from  banks  other  than  branches  of  this 

company  and  individuals,        ^  51,791   82 

Amount  due  from  the  Union,  and  Union  and  Poto- 
mac Companies  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  86,487  89 
Overdrafts  of  sundry  individuals,  14,676  05 

CASH. 
Items  counted  as,  and  equal  to,  cash,     $7,284  06 
Available  notes  of  other  banks,  3,170  00 

Specie,  714  61=         11,168  67 

Resulting  balances  for  items  in  transitu  between  the 

different  offices,  1,045  65 

Balance  of  profit  and  loss  after  deducting  losses  and 

expenses,  78,721  55 


$1,906,298  85 
LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL  STOCK. 

Notes  of  this  company  issued,  $592,537  00 

on  hand,  524,894  00 

Leaving  unredeemed  and  in  circulation,  $72,643  00 

Post  notes  in  circulation,  ^  '    12,850  00 

Due  to  banks  other  than  branches  of  this  company,  6,743  54 

Obligations  of  this  company  past  dpe,  117,240  91 

«      "         "         payable  in  1842,  168,396  83 

«           "      "         "         payable  in  1843,       ,  48,663  28 
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Certificates  issued  to  Union,  and  Union  and  Poto- 
mac companies,  69,300  00 
Certificates  of  deposit  bearing  interest,  38,982  10 
"  "  "  without  interest,  16,364  32 
Dividends  unpaid,  972  50 
Deposits  at  the  various  offices,  59,883  81 
Other  obligations  of  this  company,  99,487  53 


Liabilities,  $711,527  82 

Sterling  certificates  issued,  $400,000  00    ' 

"  "         on  hand,  150,000  00 

•  $250,000  00 
Deposits  to  apply  on  discounted  paper,  27,471  03 

Capital  stock  paid  in,  *  917,300  00 


A,  G.  Hammond,  Ass't  Cashier. 


$1,906,298  85 
G.  FIELD,  President. 


TERRITORY  OF  FLORIDA, )  g    g 
Leon  County.  J 

On  this  18th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1842,  personally  came 
before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the 
county  aforesaid,  George  Field,  President,  and  Andrew  G.  Ham- 
mond, Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  the  above 
^statement  of  the  condition  of  the  said  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company  is  just  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge and  belief. 

Witness  my  hand,  at  Tallahassee,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written.  BENJAMIN  W.  GAUSE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Wliich  was  read,  and  ordered  printed. 

Tlxe  President  offered  the  following  communica- 
tion : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida, 

The  Legislative  Council  at  its  last  session,  appointed  the  ub- 
dersigncd  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  and  requested  him  to 
make  a  report  thereof,  to  the  Council,  at  its  present  session. 

*  Th<3  company  do  not  consider  themselves  as  principal,  or  the  Territory  a» 
fu'dctmr*  liable  for  this  amount. 
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He  has  now  the  honor  to  report  to  that  body,  that  he  has  com- 
menced the  work  assigned  him,  and  he  hopes,  if  he  has  health 
during  the  ensuing  summer,  to  complete,  and  be  able  to  report  to 
the  Council,  at  its  next  session,  the  result  of  his  labor.  His  plan 
.  contemplates  a  complete  revision  of  the  whole  body  of  statutory 
law,  and  the  digesting  and  arranging  of  it  into  distinct  chapters  ac- 
cording to  the  subject  matter.  It  will  at  once  be  seen,  that  the 
magnitude  of  this  undertaking  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  under- 
'  signed's  inability  to  make  a  final  report  at  the  present  session  of 
the  Council. 

The  value  and  usefulness  of  such  a  code  as  the  undersigned 
contemplates,  must  depend  upon  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  and 
circumstances  of  the  country,  antl  to  its  arrangement  into  a  sys- 
tem. The  undersigned  can  give  no  further  assurances  than  that 
he  will  spare  no  labor  to  make  the  work  as  perfect  as  his  abilities 
will  allow. 

WILLIAM  MARVIN. 
Tallahassee  J  January  21,  1842. 

Which  was  read.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Enghsh,  it 
was  carried  that  said  communication  be  placed  upon 
the  Journals  ;  and  (if  the  House  concur)  that  the  time 
for  his  report  be  continued  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature.      ,        -         . 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  22d,  1842.' 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  without  amendment  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  coUectidns  of  rents.  Also,  certain  res- 
olutions in  relation  to  the  act&  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil pledging  the  faith  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Territory,  reported  without  amendment  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and 
Ferries." 

On  the  question  to  adjoum'until  Monday  next,  the 
'  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and 
Cooper,  and  were — 
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'  Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston, 
M'Lean,  and  Walker — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 4. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned. 


^^  Monday,  January  24,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  purstiant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  English,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  prevent  the  fu- 
ture miorration  of  free  nec/roes  and  mulattoes  to  this 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  or>dered  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  Act  amendatory  of  and 
supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Tallahassee,"  was  again  taken  up,  when 
the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  said 
bill,  Mr.  M'Lean  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill,  with  all  strick- 
en out  excejot  the  enacting  clause. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  first  section  of  said  act — 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Leghlatwe  Coun- 
cil of  Florida,  That  from  and  immedialely  after  the  passage  of  this 
law,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Intendant  and  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  or  any  of  their  agents,  attorneys,  or  offi- 
cersi  to  make  and  sign,  issue,  emit,  circulate,  lend,  pass,  pay,  or 
tender  in  payment,  any  change  bills;  and  in  case  said  Intendant  and 
Common  Council  shall  contravene  and  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  such  Jntendant  and  Common  Council- men  who  shall  either 
directly  or  indirectly  assent  thereto,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, by  the  District  Attprnt^y  of  the  Middle  District  of  Florida,  or 
by  any  private  indiv'dual  who  may  be  aggrieved,  and  recovered  in 
an  action  of  debt  or  on  the  case,  in  the  County  or  Superior  Courts 
of  Leon  county,  with  costs  ;  and  one  half  of  said  forfeiture,  when 
recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  use  of  the  Territory,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  District  Attorney,  or  to  the  individual  aggrieved,  bringing 
said  action. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot 
and  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 4.    . 
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Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  M'Lean,  Walker — 6. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Pelot  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  section : — 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Intendant  and  Com- 
mon Conncil  shall  no  longer  possess  the  right  to  assess  and  levy  a 
capitation  or  poll  tax  of  a  larger  amount  than  one  dollar  per  head^ 
for  no  purpose  whatever  ;  and  that  all  taxes  hereafter  to  he  assess- 
ed and  levied,  shall  be  an  ad  valorem  tax. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Berthe- 
lot  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 4. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker— 6. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont  for  an  indefinite  post-^ 
ponement  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Berthelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livijigston,  McLean,  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot-^. 

So  the  bUl  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen-* 
tatives,  as  passed,  an  act  concerning  pubUc  defaulters 
— which  was  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Pelot  in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Senators  to  fifteen."  After  some 
time,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted.  On  motion, 
the  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  same  in  the  Chair*  After  s6me  time,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  said  bill,,  which  was  granted.     On 

12 
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motion,  said  bill  was  referred  to  (he  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Territory. 

The  substitute  of  the  Senate  for  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Represenfafives,  in;relation  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  was  read  the  third  time.  On  the 
question  of  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  McLean  and  Pelot,  and  were— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot;  Dupont,r 
English,  LivingBton,  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 8. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper  and  Edwards— 2. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted^ 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cooper,  in  relation  to  the 
rij^ht  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  Territory,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Bockenbrough  moved  the  postpcmemont  of  the 
resolutions  until  to-morrow,  but  at  the  suggestion  of 
Messrs.  English  and  Dixpont,  moved  that  they  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next ; 
on  which  motion  Mr.  Pelot  moved  to  strike  out  "  Fri* 
4ay  next,"  and  insert  "  the  last  day  of  the  session," 
on  which  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called, 
and  the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  but  renewed  by 
Mr.  Brockenbirough ;  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Brockenbrough,  and  were — • 

Yeas — none. 

Nays — ten. 

On  motion  to  make  said  resdufion  the  special  order 
for  Friday  next,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Berthelot  and  Pelot,  and  were— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupout^  Edwards, 
Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker— 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper^  English  and 
Pelot— 4. 

So  the  order  was  made. 

A  bill  entitled  ^*  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  Rents,  approved  Nov.  21,  1828,'* 
was  again  read,,  recommitted  to  the  conmiittee  Oft 
the  Judiciary,  and  copies  ordered; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


jy 


91 

A  memorial  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Counr 
cil  of  Florida,  before  adopted  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, was  again  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Temtory. 

.  A  bill  to  be  entilied  "  An  Act  conceniing  Roads, 
Highways,  and  Ferries,"  was  again  read,  ordered 
printed,  and  made  the  order  of  Tuesday  week 

A  biU  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  organize  and  reg- 
ulate the  militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to 
repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same,"  was 
again  read,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pelot  moves  that  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  rules 
be  rescinded  so  far  as  they  relate  to  secret  session,  or 
closed  doors,  idiich  was  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor a  message,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


TuKSOAT,  January  25th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  McLean  gives  notice  that  he  will  on  some  future  day  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  suppress  the 
issuing  or  circulating  of  Change-bills,  and  for  x>ther  purposes,"  ap- 
proTed  Feb.  llA,  1838. 

Mr.  Brockenbrou^  offered  the  following  iBsolution : 
Resolved,  Thi^  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instnicted  to  re- 
port a  bill  re^piirii^  the  payment  of  all  taxes,  fines,  and  other  dues 
to  the  Territory,  in  specie,  or  such  funds  as  are  receivable  by  the 
receiving  officers  of  the  United  States,  ox  Auditor's  warrants  only. 
Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  ihe  following  ^ 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

In  T^ly  to  certain  demands  made  upon  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Couneilf  for  interest  scud  to  be  due  upon  certain  obligations 
guaranteed  hy  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Whbrbas  the  Congretro  of  the  United  States,  acting  by  authority 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  fourth  article  of  which 
gives  Congress  **  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong* 
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ing  to  the  United  States,"  has  passed  laws  from  time  to  time,  or- 
ganizing and  constituting  the  Territorial  government  of  Florida,  by 
virtue  of  which  laws  only' the  people  of  Florida  have  hitherto  held 
and  enjoyed  a  political  existence  and  organized  government ; — and . 
whereas,  by  such  organic  laws  a  Legislative  Council  .has  been  es- 
tablished, the  members  of  which  are  dected  hy  the  people  of  Flori- 
da, with  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Territory, 
extending  to  "  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation"  which  laws  are 
to  be  of  full  force  after  their  passage  (and  the  sanction  of  the  governor, 
or  the  passage  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  without  his  sanction,)  unless 
annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  : 

And  whereas,  the  people  of  Florida  have  expressly  and  tacitly, 
collectively  and  individually. acquiesced  in  and  sanctioned  such 
government, — by  voting  for  its  officers — by  resorting  to  its  tribunals 
— by  relying  upon  its  guarantees  for  the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty—by general  obedience  to  its  mandates  and  the  punishment 
of  those  who  violate  its  laws — and,  lastly,  by  living  and  acting  un- 
der its  authority,  without  rebellion,  revolution,  or  the  establishment 
ctf  any  other  form  of  government : 

And  whereas,  the  said  Legislative  Council,  at  the  instance  prin- 
cipally, of  the  people  of  Middle  Florida,  did  in  the  year  1833  pass 
an  act  entitled  **  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,"  by  which  act  the  Governor  was  required  to  sign, 
seal  and  deliver  tathe  said  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  (when  certain 
bonds  and  mortgages  were  executed,)  the  bonds  of  the  Territory, 
iirst  for  one  million,  and  subsequently  for  two  more  millions  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  to  raise  the  capital  stock  of  that 
batik,  which  act  was  permitted  to  pass  and  became  a  law,  and  was 
duly  published  and  carriedinto  full  effect  without  remonstrance  from 
the  people  of  Florida  or  application  to  Congress  to  annul  the  same 
under  its  res'erVed  power,  and  which  act  has  since  been  re-sanc- 
tioned by  amendments  passed  in  1835,  in  1836  and  in  1839, — by 
receiving  and  publishing  the  annual  statements  of  said  Bank,  as 
required  by  said  act — by  appointing  committees  to  examine  the  af- 
fairs of  said  Bank  under  the  authority  of  said  act — by  the  annual 
appointment  of  government  directors,  appointed  by  virtue  of  said 
act — and  by  permitting  said  Bank  to  continue  to  exercise,  corporate 
functions  and  she  and  be  sued,  as  a  body  corporate,  under  authori- 
ty of  said  act  : 

And  whereas  the  said  Legislative  Council  did,  in  the  year  1835, 
pass  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  and  ta  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  principally  at  the  solicitation  of  the  people  and  rep- 
resentatives of  West  Florida,  by  which  said  act  the  said  Bank  of 
Pensacola  was  authorized  to  subscribe  for  certain  Railroad  stock, 
and  to  enable  it  so  to  do,  to  make  its  bonds  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  upon  said 
bonds,  when  satisfied  of  the  subscription  for  said  stock,  the  Gover- 
nor was  required  to  endorse  an  assignment  and  guarantee  in  favor 
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of  the  bearer  iheieof,  under  the  «eal  of  the  Territory,,  which  said 
act  was  likewise  passed  .into  a  law,  published,  and  carried  into  ef- 
fect without  remonstrance  by  the  people  of  Florida,  or  application 
to  Congress  to  annul  the  same,  and  was  further  sanctioned  by  an 
act  of  amendment  in  1838,  and  by  the  other  modes  by  which  the 
charter  of  said  Union  Bank  has  been  sanctioned :  • 

And  whereas  the  said  Legislative  Council  did,  in  1835,  princi^ 
pally  at  the  solicitation  of  the  people  and  representatives  froxn  East 
Florida^  pass  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,**  by  which  said  act  the  said 
Company  was  authorized  to  issue  certificates  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  bearing  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable 
within  the  range  and  limit  of  the  charter,  at  such  times  as  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  might  agree  ilpon,  and  present  the  same  to  the 
Governor  or  acting  Governor  of  this  Territory,,  whose  duty  it  should, 
be  to  endorse  thereon  "  Endorsed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  and 
sign,  his  name  and  title  of  office  thereto,  and  return  the  same  to  said 
company ;  and  the  faith  of  the  said  Territory  was  thereby  pledged 
as  security  for  said  company,  for  the  faithful  payment  of  such  cer- 
tificates, according  Jo  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  same  ;  the  amount 
of  wfhich  certificates  was  only  limited  by  the  amount  of  debts  under 
mortgage  to  the  company  at  the  time  of  making  application,  to  bo 
secured  after  the  mode  and  in  conformity  to  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  sixth  section  of  said  act : 

And  whereas  said  act  was  permitted  to  pass  into  a  law,  be  pub- 
lished, and  acted  upon  wiihom  rerponstrance  or  petition  to  Congress 
to  annul  the  same,  and  was  again  sanctioned  by  amendment  in  1837 
and  1838,  and  by  the  other  modes  mentioned  with  regard  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida  ;  and  certain  certificates  have  been  endor- 
sed and  sold  under  said  acts  last  mentioned : 

And  whereas  the  Legislative  Council,  in  1838,  passed  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  call  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  State  Government,"  and  said  Convention,  elected  under  said  law, 
met  in  conformity  thereto,  at  the  place  and  day  appointed,  and  did 
frame  "  a  constitution  or  form  of  government  for  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida," in  which  it  is  declared  that  "  the  General  Assembly  (under 
that  Constitution)  shall  not  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  stale 
to  raise  funds  in  aid  of  any  corporation,  whatever  ;"  and  it  is  fur- 
ther declared,  that  "  the  General  Assembly  shall,  at  its  fiist  session, 
have  power  to  regulate,  restrain^  and  control  all  associations  claim- 
ing to  exercise  corporate  privileges  in  the  state,  so  as  to  guard,  pro- 
tect and  secure  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  state,  not  violating 
vested  rights,  or  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts ;"  and  thus 
again  sanctioned,  in  another  form,  the  obligations  then  existing  : 

And  whereas  said  convention,  assuming,  as  it  well  might,  though 
elected  for  a  specific  purpose,  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  Florida  upon  important  questions  of  general  interest,  expressly 
refused  to  pass  various  resolutions  and  propositions  introduced,  de- 
claring the  bonds  and  guarantees  before  issued,  or  that  might  he 
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i€sued,  null  and  void,  or  to  repudiate  the  game, — but»  on  the  contra* 
ry,  passed  a  certain  preamble  and  resolution  by  which  the  attention 
of  Congress  was  requested,  and  its  aid  invoked,  "  in  the  passage  of 
A  law  to  remedy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  evils  that  had  ahready 
resulted  from  the  improvident  and  injudicious  acts  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature,  and  to  prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  which  it 
was  apprehended'  might  ensue  from  the  same  cause  ;  and  (stated)i 
that  whilst  that  Convention  would  deprecate  an^  course  calculated  to 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts^  fir  to  weaken  the  credit  or  affect 
injuriously  the  charncter  and  honor  ef  the  people  of  Florida^  they  yet 
respectfully  insisted  that  that  Honorable  body  (Congress)  would 
take  such  action  upon  this  subject  by  altering,  repealing,  or  amend- 
ing the  charters  that  had  been  granted,  or  by  sp  modifying  the  same, 
as  would  protect  the  people  from  further  injury,  maintain  their  rights 
as  a  free  people,  and  preserve  their  just  interests  and  privileges''--* 
thus  again  sanctioning,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida,  the 
inviolability  of  the  faith  pledged,  and  the  obligation  of  the  contracts 
made: 

And  whereas  the  said  acts  have  thus  received  the  sanction  of  the 
people  of  Florida,  by  their  representatives,  in  every  form  in  which 
thay  could  act,  and  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  Florida  ex- 
isting de  facto,  and  the  only  one  which  ever  has  claimed  to  exist,  or 
yet  exists,  and  the  same  being  also  th«  government  dejure,  existing 
of  right  by  the  Constitution — the  acts  of  Congress, — and  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  people  through  all  time  passed,  and  an  ordinance  passed 
by  their  Convention  in  which  the  authority  of  the  same  is  acknow* 
lodged,  and  its  laws  continued  in  force  until  repealed  or  altered  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ;  and  inasmuch  as  nations  are 
held  bound  for  acts  of  aggression  or  efpoliation  committed  by  any 
government  existing  de  facto,  however  tyrannical  or  arbitrary  such 
government  may  be,  or  however  odious  or  unjust  may  be  the  usurpa- 
tion by  which  such  government  exists,  or  however  much  opposed 
the  nation  may  have  been  to  such  government,  or  its  acts  of  aggres- 
sion and  spoliation ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  obligations  of  a  people 
acting  by  their  own  representatives,  in  a  government  acquiesced  in 
by  them,  for  the  loan  of  money  to  be  expended  among,  them,  how-^ 
«ver  injudiciously,  seem  to  present  a  much  higher  moral  claim.  It 
appears  to  the  members  of  the  present  Legislative  Council,  that  a 
proper  respect  for  themselves,  and  a  due  regard  for  the  character  of 
their  constituents^^the  imperative  obligations  of  common  honesty — ^ 
the  inviolable  sacredness  in  which  the  biith  and  honor  of  a  free  peo- 
ple should  be  held — the  bhghtjng  effects  of  infamy,  and  the  scorn  of 
mankind,  upon  the  hopes  and  destinies  of  a  young  Kepublic,  alike  re- 
quire that  how^ever  limited  may  be  theix  present  resources  they  should 
not  undertake  to  declare  null,  obligations  so  repeatedly  sanctioned  ; 
especially  when  it  is  considered  uislI  those  obligations  depend  only 
upon  honor,  and  cannot  be  enforced  by  law,  and  that  the  money  bor- 
rowed has  been  used  and  expended  among  onr  own  people,  and  to 
£ome  extent  lost  or  squandered  by  the  faitUessness  or  incapacity  of  ^ 
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oar  own  agents, — and  wheti  it  is  reraembered  that  xhe  incapacity  off 
this  goyernment  to  bind  the  people,  was  unwhispered  in  the  Council 
as  long  as  money  could  be  obtained  by  the  pledge, — and  it  was  then 
held  omnipcrtent  to  borrow; — and  ther  doctrine  that  it  was  powerless 
)o  pay,  (though  still  held  capable  to  repudiate  in  the  name  of  the 
people)  was  only  heard  in  indistinct  murmurs  when  the  golden 
stream  first  ceased  to  flow,  ajfid  has  only  increased  to  a  voice  of  thun-' 
der  now  since  payment  is  demande^d ;  trnd  that  the  force  and  authority 
of  a  declaration  made  by  thetepresentafivesof  the  same  people,  acting 
under  the  same  organic  laws  and  form  of  government,  to  cmnul  such 
obligations,  is  more  than  questionable,  however  potent  it  may  be  in 
shame  and  mischief;  and  it  may  be  apprehended  that  the  general  opi<» 
nion  of  mankind  and  our  sister  States  might  still  compel  us  to  bear 
the  hurthen  of  the  debt,  as  well  as  the  humiliation  of  repudiating  it. 

And  whereas  the  passage  of  the  Acts  in  question  was  a  gross 
abuse  of  power,  in  every  aspect  unwise  and  unstatesman'-likr,  and 
in  results  unfortunate  and  disastrous,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  to  banks 
and  their  stockholders  monstrous  and  dangerous  privileges ;  as  it 
created  mote  bank  capital  than  Was,  or  ever  will  be,  needed  in 
the  most  prosperous  times  ;  as  it  caused  a  vast  excess  of  currency* 
to  be  issued  (inrto  few  hands  and  on  long  credits,)  beyond  the  wants 
of  wholesome  trade,  which  was  naturally  squandered  in  wild  ex- 
travagance, or  sunk  in  visionary  speculation  ;  as  it  viohited  every 
principle  of  sound  banking  by  requiring  more  money  to  be  loaned 
on  real  estate  upon  long  credirts,^than  ever  could  be  done  with  safe- 
ty and  continue  specie  payments ;  as  it  enabled  a  favored  few  to 
apcumulate  vast  possessions  of  unproductive  property  and  Hold  them 
up  at  extravagant  prices,  thereby  retarding  the  growth  of  tile  coun-' 
try,  and  sending  the  small  planters  and  the  hardy  pioneers  from  our 
doors  to  seek  cheaper  land9  elsewhere  ;  and  as  it  produced  a  sys- 
tem.of  wasteful  extravagance  and  ticious  habits,  corrupting  the 
tastes  and  morals  of  the  people,  and  utterly  at  war  with  steady 
economy  and  wholesome  industry; 

It  was  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  its  prudent  care  and  protective 
power,  to  have  saved  us  from  the  evil  effects  of  the  blind,  partial, 
and  improvident  acts  of  our  deluded  or  interested  reptesentatives, 
then  acting  in  a  single  House,  and^  therefore,  more  liable  to  the 
errors  arising  from  the  arts  of  designing  men,  or  hasty  legblation. 
And  although  we  by  no  means  contend  that  the  failm'e  of  Congress 
to  annul  those  acts  ought  to  shift  the  burthen  from  ourselves  upon 
the  United  States,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  gives  us  an  equita- 
ble claim  to  such  aid  as  Congress  may  reasonably  give  when  calletf 
upon  by  us  for  aid  in  the  honest  discharge  of  our  obligations. 

And  whereas  the  said  banks  have  been  grossly  mismanaged — > 
have  violated  their  charters — have  permitted  the  public  faith  to  be 
violated,  and  placed  in  jeopardy  much  of  the  fund  and  security  pro- 
vided to  save  us  harmless ;  and  have  failed  to  furnish  a  souna  cur- 
rency, but  on  the  contrary,  by  their  long  suspension  of  payments 
and  tho  excessive  depreciation  of  their  money,  have  paralized  Ae* 
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fetiergies  of  industry,  and  poisoned  every  artery  of  trade,  enhancing 
the  evils  arising  from  other  causes,  iand  from  those  which  theit 
former  lavish  liberality  produced  and  fostered  : 

And  whereas,  these  evils  and  the  misfortunes  incident  to  the 
long  protracted  Indian  wjir,  and  the  vast  bodies  of  land  held  up  by 
speculators,  by  reservations  and  by  Spanish  grantees,  have  pre- 
vented the  immigration  of  new  capital  and  industry  into  Florida  ; 
and  the  general  prostration  of  credit  incident  to  the  times  has  pro- 
duced distrust  and  put  in  motion  the  crushing  engines  of  the  law, 
pulverizing  ideal  wealth  and  grinding  the  substance  from  our  peo- 
ple, chiefly  to  pay  debts  abroad,  insomuch  that  it  is  difficult  to  meet 
by  taxation,  the  trivial  expenses  of  our  Territorial  government,  , 
and  utterly  impossible  to  lay  new  burthens  upOn  a  country  so 
prostrated  by  misfortune,  whilst  its  vitals  are  torn  by  war,  and  it  is 
already  bleeding  at  every  pore  : 

And  whereas,  the  genial  nature  of  our  climate  and  the  generous 
character  of  our  soil,  together  with  the  native  industry  and  energy 
of  our  people,  when  deprived  of  unusual  and  unnatural  resources, 
give  us  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  the  sun  yet  shining  above 
the  clouds  which  lower  over  us,  will  again  shine  on  us,  when  the 
"  war  terminates  and  when  the  crisis  in  our  money  affairs ;shall  have 
passed,  and  the  change  and  division  of  property  and  the  influx  of 
population  and  capital  incident  thereto  shall  have  followed  those 
events,  and  when  the  explosion  of  credit  shall  have  brought  our 
people  back  front  gewgaw  finery  and  idle  speculations,  to  the  sub- 
stantial comforts  produced  by  industry  and  economy ;  and  that  then, 
amidst  the  blessings  of  peace  and  abundance  of  prosperity,  a  very 
light  taxation  will  enable  us  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  sink 
the  principal  of  all  the  obligations  which  they  will  ever,  probably, 
btj  called  upon  to  pay,  after  exhausting  the  securities  of  the  banks ; 

And  whereas,  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to  protect  the  people  of 
Florida  and  the  honest  holders  of  their  obligations  from  loss,  by 
all  lawful  means, — and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  obligations  for  which  the  Territory  is  liable,  is  abun- 
dantly secured,  although  now  in  jeopardy,  and  unavailable  to  meet 
present  payments,  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  banks : — 

Be  it  therefore  resolved — First.  That  the  bonds  hitherto  issued 
and  the  guarantees  given  to  the  banks  of  Florida,  are  binding  iipon 
the  people  of  Florida,  in  the  hands  of  alllawful  holders ;  but  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Florida  to  meet  those  obligations  by  taxation  or  any 
other  means  in  our  power. 

Resolved — Secondly.  That  holders  of  all  such  obligations  are 
advised  to  take  active  measures  against  said  banks  and  their  stock-' 
holders  when  liable  ;  to  obtain  security  or  payment,  and  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  render  them  all  possible  aid. 

Resolved — Thirdly.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  with  in* 
Btructions  to  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  and  preaer^ 
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vation  of  the  securities  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory  and 
the  bondholders,  so  as  best  to  secure  the  interests  of  both  from  loss 
by  mismanagement  or  fraud. 

Resolved — Fourthly.  That  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  legislative 
power  of  Florida,  under  whatever  form  of  government  we  may  then 
be,  to  redeem  the  obligations  of  this  Territory,  which  shdl  remain 
unpaid  or  unsecured  by  the  securities  and  effects  of  said  banks  or 
th^ir  stockholders,  by  taxation  or  such  other  means  as  may  be  un- 
der the  control  of  such  legislative  power. 

Resolved — Fifthly,  That  the  Grovemor  be  instructed  to  forward 
a  copy  of  this  Preamble  and  these  Resolutions,  as  the  response  of 
the  Legislative  Council  to  the  persons  demanding  payment  of  in- 
terest. 

Which  was  read. 

On  the  question  to  print  100  copies,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were— 7 

Yea»— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston, 
McLean  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English  and  Pelot— 4. 

So  the  printing  was  ordered,  and  said  resolutions,  &c.,  made  the 
order  for  Friday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  English  it  was  ordered  that  the  resolutions  on 
the  same  subject  hitherto  offered  by  Mr.  Cooper,  be  printed  on  the 
same  paper  with  the  said  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territo- 
ry, reported  a  memorial'and  resolutions  respecting  the  improvement 
of  the  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  the  Apalachicola  River,  without 
amendment. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter, 
as  amended. 

Which  reports  were  concurred  in. 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  concerning  Public  Defaulters,  was  again 
read,  and  copies  ordered. 

The  Senate  went  into  Commmittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  English  in 
the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the 
same.  After  some  time  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Pelot  in  relation  to  rescinding  the  rule  for 
secret  sessiqns  was  again  read,  on  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  ^ 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English  and  Pelot— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston, 
McLean  and  Walker — 6. 

So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  future  migration  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  to  this  Ter- 
ritory, Mr.  Edwards  in  the'  Chair.  After  tome  time  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  said  bill  as  amended.    Which  was  received,  and 

13 
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said  amendments  concurred  in.  Said  bill  was  made  Uie  order  for 
Salurday. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  a  pre- 
amble and  resoluiion  in  relation  to  the  Commissioners  on  Indian 
dapredationsj  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  resolution  respeL^iing  a  revision  of  the  Law8„which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Oovernor  and  Legislative  Council  of  Flo- 
rida was  read,  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late 
Tax  Colleclor  of  Afachua  County,  was  again  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations  of 
hia  Excellency  the  Governor. 

On  moiiouj  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wedjtesday,  January  26,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr,  Cooper  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas  the  conduct  of  CoL  William  S.  Harney,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  while  in  Florida,  won  for  him  in  a  high  degree  the 
conJidence  of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  his  withdrawal  from  Flo- 
rida ia  greatly  regretted  by  them,  aiid  his  return  to  this  Territory, 
in  liis  proper  command,  would  give  general  satisfaction — 
Be  it  therefore  resolved,  hj  ilw  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  of  the  Ttrritory  of  Florida,  That  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  respectfully  requested,  if  consistent  with  the  public  interest, 
and  if  agreeable  to  Col.  Harney,  to  order  that  officer  to  this  Territo- 
ry, and  give  him  a  command  suitable  to  his  rank ;  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  preamble  and  resolution  bo  sent  to  the  Delegate  in  Congress 
forthwith,  and  that  he  be  requet^ted  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dupont^  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
Rents,"  approved  Nov,  2isl,  1S28,  amended,  which  report  was  re- 
ceived, and  said  bill  ordered  for  to-day. 

A  resolution  oilPered  on  yesterday,  giving  certain  instructions  to  the 
committee  on  Finance,  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  M'Lean  in  the 
Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  Act  cohce.rning  Public  Default- 
ers." After  some  time»  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill 
amended,  'which  report  was  received ;  and  on  the  question  of  con- 
curring in  it,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
'  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr,  Preaidetii,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M*Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 8. 
Nays— Messrs.  Cooper  and  English — 2. 


) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


99 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in.  '      ^  ^ 

On  motmn  of  Mr.  English,  to  substitute  the  original  bill'  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper  and  English-^2. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 8. 

The  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  En^sh 
in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  organize  and  regulate 
the  militia  of  the  Temiorf  of  Flbrida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts 
in  relation  to  the  same."  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
calling  on  the  Governor  for  information  as  to  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners on  Indian  depredations,  &c.,  was  again  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,"  was 
again  read,  and  laid  on  Che  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  {provide  for  thb 
collection  of  Rents,"  approved  Nov.  21st,  1828,  was  again  read, 
and  ordered  engrossed  for  {o-morrow,  as  amended  by  the  committee. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  a  bill 
before  passed,  and  amended  by  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  pre- 
amble, with  the  order  "  that  the  bill  be  again  sent  to  the  Senate,  the 
House  having  unanimously  agreed  to  insist  on  the  original  bill,  with- 
out amendment." 

On  the  question  to  adhere  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  M'Ldan,  and  Walker — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot — 2. 

So  the  Senate  adhered  to  their  amendment. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  January  27th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Conunittee  on  the  Jodiciary,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz : 

^  The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  ivhich  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  certain  persons  in  Apalachicola,  praying  that  certain  rules 
might  be  prescribed  for  wharfingers  in  that  city,  respectfully  report 
the  annexed  bill,  with  the  remark  that  the  subject  is  more  appropri- 
ate for  the  legislation  of  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city,  than 
for  this  Council.  (Signed)  GEO.  WALKER, 

Chairman. 
Which  was  received,  and  said  bill  read. 
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A  resolution  to  expedite  the  closing  of  the  Indian  war,  was  again 
read.  « 

An  Act  concerning  Public  Defaulters,  was  ordered  for  Saturday 
next. 

An  Act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  calling  on  the  Governor  for  certain  information,  was 
again  read  and  adopted. 

An  engrossed  biU,  entitled  ''  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  coUectioii  of  Rents,"  approved  21  st  November,  1828,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House,  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled *'  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  now  in  force,  in  rela- 
.  tion  to  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries,"  which  was  read,  copies  or- 
dered, and  made  die  order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Also,  an  Act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  concerning  improvements 
made  on  public  lands,  which  was  read,  and  copies  ordered. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjour;ied  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  SSth,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  resolution  of  Mr.  Cooper  in  relation  to  faith- 
bonds,  &c.,  was  ordered  for  Tuesday. 

A  resolution  to  expedite  the  closing  of  the.  Indian 
war,  was  again  'read  and  passed. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  City  of  Apalachicola,"  was  read  a  second 
time. 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  "  An  Act  concerning  im- 
provements made  on  public  lands,"  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Livingston  offered  the  following,  viz  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  That  it  requires  eight  to 
constitute  a  quorum  of  this  body. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  \mtil  Monday. 


Monday,  January  31st,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  mi- 
gration of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  to  this  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  again  read. 
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On  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  *by  Messrs.  Walker  and  English,  and 
were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Liv- 
ingston, and  Pelot — 5. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  M'Lean  and  Walk- 
er—3. 

So  the  bill  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

An  Act  concerning  Public  Defaulters,  was  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor the  following  message : 

Tallahassee,  January  30th,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith  transmit  an  official  statement  exhibiting  the  condition 
of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonyille  on  the  16th  inst. 

I  also  present  for  the  information  of  the  Legislative  Council,  a 
copy  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Pen- 
sacola,  containing  an  explanatory  statement  of  the  condition  of  that 
Institution.  RICHARD  K.  CALL. 


Bane  of  Jacksonville,  > 
Jacksonville,  January  16th,  1842.      ) 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K,  Call,   Governor  of  the   Territory  of 

Florida. 
Sir :  We  herewith  respectfully  submit  a  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Bank  at  Jacksonville —  ' 
To  bills  of  Exchange  and  notes  discounted,  $10,886  09 
Amount  diie  from  sundry  banks  and  individuals,        47,546  54 
Specie  and  bills  of  specie  paying  banks  of  Savan- 
nah, Charleston  and  New  York,  10,350  00 
Bills  of  other  banks,  7,450  00 
Specie  deposited  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  in  New 

York  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Cashier,    17,560  00 

$93,792  63 

'  By  capital  stock  paid  in,  $50,000  00 

Bills  payable,  4,600  00 

Dcposites,  2,925  00 

Circulation,  5,453  00 

Surplus  fund,  30,814  63 

$93,792  63 
J.  B.  MORGAN,  President. 
L.  M.  Alverson,  Casiiier. 
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Personally  appeared  before  me  J.  B.  Morgan,  President,  and 

L.  M.  Alverson,  Cashier,  of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonrille,  both  of  whom 

being  solemnly  sworn,  doth  depose  and»say,  that  the  within  report 

contains  a  just  and  true  statement  of  the  condition  of  said  Bank,  on 

'this  day,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  B.  MORGAN, 
L.  M.  ALVERSON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Jacksonville,  this  16th 
of  January,  1842.  J.  L.  DOGGETT, 

Judge  County  Court  LbtvcU  Co, 


Tallahassee,  6th  December,  1841. 
•  Sir, : — The  present  situation  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  renders  it 
highly  important  that  the  Legislative  Council,  at  its  next  session, 
should  be  particularly  informed  of  the  value  of  the  assets  of  that  in- 
,  stitution,  as  well  as  the  value  of  assets  belonging  to  the  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Co.  In  order  that  I  may  be  prepar- 
ed as  far  as  possible  to  communicate  this  intelligence,  I  have  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  make  a  special  report  on  this  subject,  designat- 
ing ihe  value  of  each  item  of  account,  and  the  probable  time  when 
it  may  be  made  available. 

If  either  funds,  or  property  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  Bank-or 
the  Railroad,  have  been  removed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Territory,  you  will  please  state  the  amount  or  value  of  each  sum  or 
article  removed — ^to  what  place,  and  to  whom  they  have  been 
sent — at  what  time — for  what  purpose,  and  by  what  authority  they 
have  been  removed  ? 

I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  what  amount  of 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  have  been  paid  out  for  the  purchase  of  cotton 
by  that  institution  within  the  last  three  years  ?  To  whom  the  cot- 
ton was  consigned,  and  in  what  manner,  and  for  what  purpose,  were 
the  proceeds  applied  ? 

You  will  please  inform  me  at  the  same  time,  if  within  your  knowl- 
-edge,  who  are  the  present  endorsers  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  ?  To 
whom  they  were  transferred  by  the  "  Pensacola  Association  ?" — 
And,  if  practicable,  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  contract 
and  sale,  under  which  they  were  disposed  of  by  the  party  above 
mentioned. 

I  have,  also,  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me,  if  in  your  power, 
who  were  the  contracting  parties  to  the  obligation — by  which  the 
interest  on  the  bonds  is  required  to  be  paid  at  the  counting  house  of 
Gowan  &  Marx,  London.  A  copy  of  that  obligation  is  also  re- 
quested. 

Having  entire  confidence  that  the  information  required  will  be 
promptly  given  I  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner to  visit  the  Bank  to  obtain  it ;  and  have  only  to  add  an  ex- 
pression of  my  desire  that  I  may  receive  your  answer  as  early  as 
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practicable,  in  order  that  I  may  lay  it  before  the  Legislative  Council 
on  the  1st  Monday  in  January  next. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  Wm.  B.  Tayloh,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola. 


Bank  of  Pensacola,  > 
Pensacola,  January  19, 1842.      J 
To  His  Excellency  Richard  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 
Sir — In  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  communication 
of  6th  December,  (which  was  received  on  the  17th  irtstant,)  the  un- 
dersigned is  directed  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  this  Hank. 

The  statement  forwarded  you  on  the  21st  December  last,  exhibits 
the  debt  due  by  the  Bank.    From  the  debts  due  to  the  Bank,  appear- 
ing from  the  same  statement,  a  large  deduction  is  to  be  made  fbr 
such  of  it  as  is  desperate. 
There  is  due  from  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Florida, 

and  other  Banks  and  Companies,  $  62,974  06 

From  the  Commercial  Bank  may  be  ultimately  re- 
ceived on  collaterals  now  in  suit,    ,     $12,000  00 
From  other  sources  of  said  item,  5,771  94=«17,771  94 


Bad  debt,  $45,202  12 


Bills  receivable  under  protest,  $  67,886  12 

estimated  as  good,  26,537  54 

Bad  debt,  $41,348  58 


Bills  receivable  in  suit,  $107,623  77 

estimated  good,  80,997  90 


Bad  debt,  $26,625  87 

Bank  property,  say  furniture  of  banking-room,  iron 

chest,  &c.,  valued  at  $1,150  00 

As  to  the  Railroad  stock,  the  whole  item  may  be  put 

down  as  entirely  unavailable,  332,840  33 

As  to  the  amount  due  by  the  Railroad  Company  for  advances, 
viz :  $2;42,585  20,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  speedily  reduced,  such  is  the 
unsaleable  character  of  the  remaining  assets.     These  consist  of — 
2,000  shares  in  the  Afontgomery  Railroad  Co. ;  cost    $92,332  15 
1,200  acres  of  land  at  head  of  Escambia  Bay ;      "         7,500  00 
1  steam  pile  driver,  "         5,000  00 

75  set  car-wheels  and  axles,  cost  $125  per  set,         9,375  00 
4  finished  passenger-cars,  and  1  do:  unfinished,        6,000  00 
Dressed  stuff  and  materials  for  7  other  passenger 
card,  machinery,  and  various  engineering  instru- 
ments, valued  at  4,000  00 
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No  accurate  estimate  can  be  formed  as  to  when  these  assets  of 
the  Bank  and  Railroad  can  be  converted  into  money.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  a  large  portion  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank  is  depending 
upon  the  Courts  of  the  Territory. 

In  regard  to  the  inquiry  whether  funds  or  property  of  the  Bank 
have  been  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Territory :  No  such 
transfers  have  been  made  except  in  the  legitimate  course  of  busi- 
ness, and  in  providing  for  indebtedness  out  of  the  Territory.  Cer- 
tain property  at  Apalachicola,  assigned  to  the  Bank  in  payment  of 
debt,  was  again  turned  over  by  the  Bank  to  her  creditors — among 
others,  a  house  and  lot  of  the  value  of  $6,500,  and  a  mortgage  of 
$2,000,  were  transferred  tp  Thomai^  Biddle  and  others,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  reduction  of  their  claim  for  money  advanced  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  bonds  falling  due  July,  1839. 

As  to  the  Cotton  transactions  of  the  bank  :  At  a  meeting  of  the 
directors  on  the  12th  November,  1839,  (shortly  after  the  8uspen« 
sion  of  specie  payments,)  it  was  "Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient 
for  this  Bank  to  advance  on  cotton  a  price  not  exceeding  eight 
cents  per  pound — that  a  broker  and  agent  of  the  bank  be  employed 
to  proceed  to  Alabama,  and  make  advances  on  cotton  not  under 
prime  quality,  and  that  $25,000  be  appropriated,  for  the  present,  for 
that  purpose." 

The  then  President  of  the  Bank,  Thomas  M.  Blount,  drew  from 
the  Bank,  on  the  17th  November,  $31,000,  and  on  the   13th  De- 
cember, $2(y,000 — in  all,  $51,000,  with  which  he  proceeded  to 
Mobile,  to  carry  out  the  measure.     The  result  of  the  transaction 
will  be  best  exhibited  in  figures,  as  follows  T — 
Amount  taken  by  the  President  to  Mobile  per  receipts,  $51,000  00 
Against  which  he  shipped  to  Davis  Brooks 
&  Co.,  of  New  York,  191  bales,  the  net 
proceeds  of  which  ($8,138  50)  were 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  this  Bank  in 
the  Bank  U.  S.,  New  York.     Said  cot- 
ton cost  $  8,856  02 
Cash  returned  in  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of 

Pensacola,  3,800  00 

Received  by  him  from  Robertson  &  Co., 
of  Mobile,  in  bills  of  Union  Bank  of 
.  Florida,  in  lieu  of  a  like  amount  of  Pen- 
sacola Bank  bills,  the  latter  having  been 
used  in  the  purchase  of  800  bales  of 
cotton,  which  purchase  the  said  T.  M. 
Blount  refused  to  sanction,  36,439  50 

Deduct  amount  used  under  his  orders  in 
the  purchase  of  151  bales  cotton,  at 
Tallahassee,         ,  5,158  28 


Balance  of  Union  money  returned,  31,281  22»43,927  24 


Balance  unaccounted  for,  7,062  76 
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The  l5l  bales  of  cotton  above  noted,  were  shipped  to  James  J. 
Tredwell,  New  York,  who  became  bankrupt  with  the  proceeds  in 
hand,  and  as  the  consignment  to  this  house  was  without  the  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  the  Bank,  the  said  Blount  is  held  bound  for  the 
amount. 

The  proceeds  of  the  shipment  to  Davis,  Rrooks  <&  Co.  were  ap« 
£opriated  to  the  payment  of  checks  drawn  upon  time,  payable  at 
Jew  York,  and  under  protest.  On  the  21st  October,  183d)  when 
the  Bank  suspended  specie  payment,  these  checks  amounted  to 
40,000  dollars.  The  amount  outstanding,  at  the  present  time,  is 
$2,150  37. 

The  accompanying  copy  of  the  articles  of  agreement,  under 
yrhith  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  were  sold  to  the  Pensacola  Associa- 
tion, furnishes  all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  Bank,  upon 
that  subject.  The  Bank  of  Pessacola  contracted  to  pay  the  inte- 
test  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  With  the  payment  in  Lon- 
don, to  the  foreign  holders,  the  Bank  had  no  concern,  and  has  no 
knowledge  of  the  particulars  of  the  agreement,  on  the  part  of  the 
Pensacola  Association,  to  pay  the  interest  at  the  counting-house  of 
Gowan  &  Marx.  The  Bank,  is  equally  uninformed  as  to  whom  the 
.^nds  were  transferred  by  the  aaid  Association,  and  who  are  the 
present  endorsers. 

In  regard  to  the  inquiry  as  to  any  property  of  the  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia and  Florida  Railroad  Company,  having  been  removed  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory :  It  appears  that  on  die  11th  May, 
1838,  the  Board  of  Directors  agreed  to  sell  to  the  Montgomery 
Railroad  Co.  1,000  tons  of  iron  rails,  at  cost  and  charges,  say  at 
$83  per  ton  ;  which  iron  has  all  been  delivered,  and  laid  down  on 
ai^id  road.  Also,  a  quantity  of  splicing  plates,  spikes,  and  materials 
(or  passenger  cars,  &c.,  to  the  value  of  $9,000  and  upwards.  The 
charge  against  the  company  on  this  account  is  $92,332  15^  which 
sum  has  been  absorbed  in  subscription  to  the  2,000  shares  of  stock 
before  referred  to,  the  said  stock  having  been  ptprchased  to  enable 
the  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  to  effect  a  junction  with 
that  road  at  Montgomery. 

By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  on  13th  March,  1839, 
,1,400  tons  of  iron  rails  were  mortgaged  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  secure  the  sum  of  $90,149  31,  borrowed  by  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  to  enable  her  to  resume  specie  payments.  The  loan 
became  due  on  the  22d  December,  1839,  and  the  iron  has  been 
shipped  to  New  York  to  be  sold  for  the  debt.  A  portion  has  been 
sold,  but  no  account  of  sales  have  been  received.  The  balance  is 
in  the  hands  of  Davis  Brooks  &  Co. 

By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  1st  July,  1837, 112  tons  of  rails  and 
a  quantity  of  splicing  plates  were  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Talla- 
hassee Railroad  Company.  This  iron  has  not  been  fuUy  paid  for. 
The  claim  has  been  put  in  suit. 

On  the  21st  July  last,  the  Board,  to  prevent  deterioration  and 
waste,  ordered  a  public  sale  of  a  quantity  of  tools  and  materials  ly- 

14 
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log  at  the  depot  of  the  company.     The  sale  produced  $3,4i25,  in 
bilU  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola.- 
RespectfuUy  submitted. 

(Signed)  W.  fi.  TAYLOR,  Cashier. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  printed. 

An  Act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  concerning  public 
lands,  was  read,  when  the  Senate  went  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  said  biU,  Mr.  Enghsh  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  a 
substitute  for  said  bill,  which  was  received  and  con- 
curred in,  and  said  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  order- 
ed engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apalachicola," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the 
title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nom- 
inations of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  1st,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cooper,  in  relation  to  the 
faith  of  the  Territory,  were  again  read.  On  motion, 
the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  said 
resolutions,  Mr.  Livingston  in  the  Chair.  After  some 
time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  resolu- 
tions amended — ^which  was  concurred  in,  said  resolu- 
tions read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  engrossed  for 
to-morrow,  as  a  special  order.  • 

An  Act  concerning  public  defaulters  was  again  read, 
on  which  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  tne  whole, 
Mr.  Livingston  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  a  substitute  for  said  bill, 
which  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  engrossed 
for  to-morrow. 
,    An  Act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries, 
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was  again  read,  on  which  the  Seriate  went  into  com-^ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cooper  in  the  Chair.  After, 
some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  "bill 
amended,  which  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  en- 
grossed for  Friday. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  repeal  in 
part  an  act  concerning  improvements  made  on  public 
lands,  approved  Sept.  16th,  1822,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, as  passed  without  amendment,  a  resolution  to 
expedite  the  closing  of  the  Indian  war. 
^  Also,  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  Act  to 
amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jackson- 
ville," which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


WEDNESDA.Y,  Feb.  2d,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Pelot,  agreeable  t6  previous  notice,  introduced  * 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  amendatory  of  the  seve- 
ral acts  relative  to  executors  and  administrators;" 
which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot,   "  An  act  to  organize  and 
regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and. 
to  repeaj  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same,"  was 
taken  from  the  table,  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  English  oflFered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  re- 
questing our  Delegate  to  procure  an  appropriation  fix)m 
Congress  to  build  a  Jail  at  Key  West ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  a  resolution  to  expedite  the  closing  of 
the  Indian  war,  ias  correctly  enrolled. 

The  engrossed  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  faith 
of  the  Territory,  were  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

An  act  in  relation  to  public  defaulters,  was  read' a 
third  time.     On  the  question  of  its  passage,  ihe  yeas 
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and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper, 
and  were — 

.  Yeas — ^Messrs.   Berthelot,  Cooper,   English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  M'Lean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 8. 

Nay — ^Mr.  Dupont. 

So  the  bill  passed— Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Jacksonville,  was  again  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  militia  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts 
in  relation  to  the  same,"  Mr.  English  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said 
bill  amended,  which  was  concmred  in,  and  said  bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives as  passed,  "  An  act  to  establish  sundry-  Fer- 
ries ;"  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, viz  :  Messrs.  Pelot,  Cooper,  and  M'Lean. 

Also,  a  resolution  concerning  Col.  W.  J.  Worth, 
which  was  read. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  legitimate  a 
certain  child  therein  named,"  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resolution  asking  bf  Congress 
an  appropriation  to  establish  a  Light-House  on  Cape 
St.  Bias,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee cm  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Feb.  3d,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
-  The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cooper,  ia  relation  to  the 
faith  of  the  Territory,  were  again  read ;  for  which  Mr. 
Brockenbrough  oflFered  the  following  substitute  : 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  acting  by  authority 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  fourth  article  of  which 
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gives  Congress  "  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,"  has  passed  laws  from  time  to  time,  or- 
ganizing and  constituting  the  Territorial  government  of  Florida,  by 
virtue  of  which  laws  only  the  people  of  Florida  have  hitherto  held 
and  enjoyed  a  politipal  existence  and  organized  government ; — and 
whereas,  by  such  organic  laws  a  Legislative  Council  has  been  es- 
tablished, the  members  of  which  are  elected  hy  the  people  of  Flori- 
da, with  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Territory, 
extending  to  "  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation"  which  laws  are 
to  be  of  full  force  after  their  passage  (and  the  sanction  of  the  governor, 
or  the  passage  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  without  his  sanction,)  unless 
annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  : 

And  whereas,  the  people  of  Florida  have  expressly  and  tacitly, 
collectively  and  individually  acquiesced  in  and  sanctioned  such 
government, — by  voting  for  its  officers — by  resorting  to  its  tribunals 
— ^by  relying  upon  its  guarantees  for  the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty— by  general  obedience  to  its  mandates  and  the  punishment 
of  those  who  violate  its  laws — and,  lastly,  by  living  and  acting  un- 
der its  authority,  without  rebellion,  revolution,  or  the  establishment 
of  any  other  form  of  government : 

And  whereas,  the  said  Legislative  Council,  at  the  instance  prin- 
cipally, of  the  people  of  Middle  Florida,  did  in  the  year  1833  pass 
an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,"  by  which  act  the  Governor  was  required  to  sign, 
seal  and  deliver  to  the  said  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  (when  certain 
bonds  and  mortgages  were  executed,)  the  bonds  of  the  Territory, 
first  for  one  million,  and  subsequently  for  two  more  millions  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  to  raise  the  capital  stock  of  that 
bank,  which  act  was  permitted  to  pass  and  became  a  law,  and  was 
duly  published  and  carried  into  full  effect  without  remonstrance  from 
the  people  of  Florida  or  application  to  Congress  to  annul  the  same 
under  its  reserved  power,  and  which  act  has  since  been  re-sanc- 
tioned by  amendments  passed  in  1835,  in  1836  and  in  1839, — by 
receiving  and  publishing  the  annual  statements  of  said  Bank,  as 
required  by  said  act — by  appointing  conunittees  to  examine  the  af- 
fairs of  said  Bank  under  the  authority  of  said  act — by  the  annual 
appointment  of  government  directors,  appointed  by  virtue  of  said 
act — and  by  permitting  said  Bank  to  continue  to  exercise  corporate 
functions  and  sue  and  be  sued,  as  a  body  corporate,  under  authori- 
ty of  said  act  : 

And  whereas  the  said  Legislative  Council  did,  in  the  year  1635, 
pass  an  Uct  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  principally  at  the  solicitation  of  the  people  and  rep- 
resentatives of  West  Florida,  by  which  said  act  the  said  Bank  of 
Pensacola  was  authorized  to  subscribe  for  certain  Railroad  stock, 
and  to  enable  it  so  to  do,  to  make  its  bonds  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  upon  said 
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bonds,  when  satisfied  of  the  subscription  for  said  stock,  the  Gover- 
nor was  required  to  endorse  an  assignment  and  guarantee  in  favor 
of  the  bearer  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  which  said 
act  was  likewise  passed  into  a  law,  published,  and  carried  into  ef- 
fect without  remonstrance  by  the  people  of  Tlorida,  or  application 
to  Congress  to  annul  the  same,  and  was  further  sanctioned  by  kn 
act  of  amendment  in  1838,  and  by  the  other  modes  by  which  the 
charter  of  said  Union  Bank  has  been  sanctioned  : 

And  whereas  the  said  Legislative  Council  did,  in  1835,  princi- 
pally at  the  solicitation  of  the  people  and  representatives  from  East 
Florida,  pass  a»  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  by  which  said  act  the  said 
Company  was  authorized  to  issue  certificates  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  bearing  not  more  thaq  six  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable 
within  the  range  and  limit  of  the  charter,  at  such  times  as  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  might  agree  upon,  and  present  the  same  to  the 
Governor  or  acting  Governor  of  this  Territory,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  endorse  thereon  "  Endorsed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  and 
sign  his  name  and  title  of  office  thereto,  and  return  the  same  to  said 
company ;  and  the  faith  of  the  said  Territory  was  thereby  pledged 
as  security  for  said  company,  for  the  faithful  payment  of  such  cer- 
tificates, according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  same  ;  the  amount 
of  which  certificates  was  only  limited  by  the  amount  of  debts  under 
mortgage  to  the  co;npany  at  the  time  of  making  application,  to  be 
secured  after  the  mode  and  in  conformity  to  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  sixth  section  of  said  act : 

And  whereas  said  act  was  permitted  to  pass  into  a  law,  be  pub- 
lished, and  acted  upon  without  remonstrance  or  petition  to  Congress 
to  annul  the  same,  and  was  again  sanctioned  by  amendment  in  1837 
and  1838,  and  by  the  other  modes  mentioned  with  regard  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida  ;  and  certain  certificates  have  been  endor- 
sed and  sold  under  said  acts  last  mentioned : 

And  whereas  the  Legislative  Council,  in  1838,  passed  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  call  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  State  Government,"  and  said  Convention,  elected  under  said  law, 
met  in  conformity  thereto,  at  the  place  and  day  appointed,  and  did 
frame  "  a  constitution  or  form  of  government  for  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida," in  which  it  is  declared  that  "  the  General  Assembly  (under 
that  Constitution)  shall  not  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  state 
to  raise  funds  in  aid  of  any  corporation,  whatever  ;"  and  it  is  fur- 
ther declared,  that  *'  the  General  Assembly  shall,  at  its  fiist  session, 
have  power  to  regulate,  restrain  and  control  all  associations  claim- 
ing to  exercise  corporate  privileges  in  the  stale,  so  as  to  guard,  pro- 
tect and  secure  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  state,  not  violating 
vested  rights,  or  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts ;"  and  thus 
again  sanctioned,  in  another  form,  tne  obligations  then  existi)[ig : 

And  whereas  said  convention,  assuming,  as  it  well  might,  though 
elected  for  a  specific  purpose,  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
of  Floridfi  upon  important  questions  of  general  interest,  expressly 
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refused  to  pass  various  resolutions  and  propositions  inti^oduced,  de- 
claring the  bonds  and  guarantees  before  issued,  or  that  might  be 
;  issued,  null  and  void,  or  to  repudiate  the  same, — but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, passed  a  certain  preamble  and  resolution  by  which  the  attention 
of  Congress  was  requested,  and  its  aid  invoked,  "  in  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  remedy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  evils  that  had  already 
resulted  from  the  improvident  and  injudicious  acts  of  the  Tertitorial 
Legislature,  and  to  prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  which  it 
was  apprehended  might  ensue  from  the  same  cause ;  and  (stated) 
that  whilst  that  Convention  would  deprecate  any  coursb  calculated  to 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  to  weaken  the  credit  or  affect 
injuriously  the  character  and  honor  of  the  people  of  Florida,  they  yet 
respectfully  insisted  that  that  Honorable  body  (Congress)  would 
take  such  action  upon  this  subject  by  altering,  repealing,  or  amend- 
ing the  charters  that  had  been  granted,  or  by  so  modifying  the  same, 
as  would  protect  the  people  from  further  injury,  maintain  their  rights 
as  a  free  people,  and  preserve  their  just  interests  and  privileges" — 
thus  again  sanctioning,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida,  the 
inviolability  of  the  faith  pledged,  and  the  obligation  of  the  contracts 
made: 

And  whereas  the  said  acts  have  thu^  received  the  sanction  of  the 
people  of  Florida,  by  their  representatives,  in  every  form  in  which 
they  could  act,  and  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  Florida  ex- 
isting de  facto,  and  the  only  one  which  ever  has  claimed  to  exist,  or 
yet  exists,  and  the  same  being  also  the  government  dejure,  existing 
of  right  by  the  Constitution — the  acts  of  Congress, —and  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  people  through  all  lime  passed,  and  an  ordinance  passed 
by  their  Cohvention  in  which  the  authority  of  the  same  is  acknow- 
ledged, and  its  laws  continued  in  force  until  repealed  or  altered  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ;  and  inasmuch  as  nations  are 
held  bound  for  acts  of  aggression  or  spoliation  xiommitted  by  any 
government  existing  de  facto,  however  tyrannical  or  arbitrary  such 
government  may  be,  or  however  odious  or  unjust  may  be  the  usurpa- 
tion by  which  such  government  exists,  or  however  much  opposed 
the  nation  may  have  been  to  such  government,  or  its  acts  of  aggres- 
sion and  spoliation ;  and  in^eismuch  as  the  obligations  of  a  people 
acting  by  their  own  representatives,  in  a  government  acquiesced  in 
by  them,  for  the  loan  of  money  to  be  expended  among  them,  how- 
ever injudiciously,  seem  to  present  a  much  higher  moral  claim.  It 
appears  to  the  members  of  the  present  Legislative  Council,  that  a 
proper  respect  for  themselves,  and  a  due  regard  for  the  character  of 
their  constituents — the  imperative  obligations  of  common  honesty — 
the  inviolable  sacredness  in  which  the  faith  and  honor  of  a  free  peo- 
ple should  be  held — the  blighting  effects  of  infamy,  and  the  scorn  of 
mankind,  upon  the  hopes  and  destinies  of  a  young  Republic,  alike  re- 
quire that  however  limited  may  be  their  present  resources  they  should 
not  undertake  to  declare  null,  obligations  so  repeatedly  sanctioned  ; 
especially  when  it  is  considered  that  those  obligations  depend  only 
upon  honor,  and  cannot  be  enforced  by  law,  and  that  the  money  bor- 
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rowed  has  been  used  and  expended  among  our  own  people,  and  to 
some  extent  lost  or  squandered  by  the  faithlessness  or  incapacity  of 
our  own  agents, — and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  incapacity  of 
this  government  to  bind  the  people,  was  unwhisperedin  the  Council 
as  long  as  money  could  be  obtained  by  the  pledge, — and  it  was  then 
held  omnipotent  to  borrow, — and  the  doctrine  that  it  was  powerless 
to  pay,  (though  still  held  capable  td  repudiate  in  the  name  of  the 
people)  was  only  heard  in  indistinct  murmurs  when  the  golden 
stream  first  ceased  to^ow,  and  has  only  increased  to  a  voice  of  thun- 
der now  since  payment  is  demanded ;  and  that  the  force  and  authority 
of  a  declaration  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  same  people,  acting 
under  the  same  organic  laws  and  form  of  government,  to  annul  such 
obligations,  is  more  than  questionable,  however  potent  it  may  be  in 
shame  and  mischief;  and  it  may  be  apprehended  that  the  general  opi- 
nion of  mankind  and  our  sister  States  might  still  compel  us  to  bear 
the  burthen  of  the  debt,  as  well  as  the  humiliation  of  repudiating  it. 

And  whereas  the  passage  of  the  Acts  in  question  was  a  gross 
abuse  of  power,  in  every  aspect  unwise  and  unstatesman-like,  and 
in  results  unfortunate  and  disastrous,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  to  banks 
and  their  stockholders  monstrpus  and  dangerous  privileges  ;  as  it 
created  more  bank  capital  than  was,  or  ever  will  be,  needed  in 
the  most  pro^erous  times ;  as  it  caused  a  vast  excess  of  currency 
to  be  issued  (into  few  hands  and  on  long  credits,)  beyond  the  wants 
of  wholesome  trade,  which  was*  naturally  sqifandered  in  wild  ex- 
travagance, or  sunk  in  visionary  speculation  ;  as  it  violated  every 
principle  of  sound  banking  by  requiring  more  money  to  be  loaned 
on  real  estate -upon  long  credits,  than  ever  could  be  done  with  safe- 
ty and  continue  specie  payments ;  as  it  enabled  a  favored  few  to 
accumulate  vast  possessions  of  unproductive  property  and  hold  them 
up  at  extravagant  prices,  thereby  retarding  the  growth  of  the  coun- 
try,  and  sending  the  small  planters  and  the  hardy  pioneers'/rom  our 
doors  to  seek  cheaper  Unds  elsewhere  ;  and  as  it  produced  a  sys- 
tem of  wasteful  extravagance  and  vicious  habits,  corrupting  the 
tastes  and  morals  of  the  people,  and  utterly  at  war  with  steady 
economy  and  wholesome  industry; ' 

It  was  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  its  prudent  care  and  protective 
power,  to  haye  saved  us  from  the  evil  effects  of  the  blind,  partial, 
and  improvident  acts  of  our  deluded  or  interested  representatives, 
then  acting  in  a  single  Houses  and,  therefore,  more  liable  to  the 
errors  arising  from  the  arts  of  designing  men,  or  hasty  legislation. 
And  although  we  by  no  means  contend  that  the  failure  of  Congress 
to  annul  those  acts  ought  to  shift  the  burthen  from  ourselves  upon 
the  United  States,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  gives  us  an  equita- 
h\e  claim  to  such  aid  as  Congress  may  reasonably  give  when  called 
upon  by  us  for  aid  in  the  honest  discharge  of  our  obligations. 

And  whereas  the  said  banks  have  been  grossly  mismanaged — 
have  violated  their  charters — have  permitted  the  public  faith  to  be 
violated,  and  placed  in  jeopardy  much  of  the  fund  and  security  pro- 
vided to  save  us  harmless ;  and  have  failed  to  furnish  a  sound  cur- 
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rencj,  but  on  the  contrary,  by  their  long  suspension  of  payments 
and  the  excessiFe  depreciation  of  their  money,  have  paralized  the 
energies  of  industry,  and  poisoned  every  artery  of  trade,  enhancing 
the  evils  arising  from  olher  causes,  and  from  those  which  theii^ 
former  lavish  liberality  produced  and  fostered  : 

And  whereas,  these  evils  and  the  misfortunes  incident  to  the 
long  protracted  Indian  war,  and  the  vast  bodies  of  land  held  up  by 
speculators,  by  reservations  and  by  Spanish  grantees^  have  pre* 
vented  the  immigration  of  new  capital  and  industry  into  Florida  ; 
and  the  general  prostration  of  credit  incident  to  the  times  has  pro- 
duced distrust  and  put  in  motion  the  crushing  engines  of  the  law, 
,  pulverizing  ideal  wealth  and  grinding  the  substance  from  our  peo- 
ple, chiefly  to  pay  debts  abroad,  insomuch  that  it  is  difficult  to  meet 
by  taxation,  the  trivial  expenses  of  our  Territorial  government, 
and  utterly  impossible  to  lay  new  burthens  upon  a  country  so 
prostrated  by  misfortune,  whilst  its  vitals  are  torn  by  war,  and  it  is 
already  bleeding  at  every  pore  : 

And  whereas,  the  genial  nature  of  our  climate  and  the  generous 
character  of  our  soil,  together  with  the  native  industry  and  energy 
of  our  people,  when  deprived  of  unusjual  and  unnatural  resources, 
give  us  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  the  sun  yet  shining  above 
the  clouds  which  lower  over  us,  will  again  shine  on  ua,  when  the 
war  terminates  and  when  the  crisis  in  our  money  aflairs  shall  have 
passed,  and  the  change  and  division  of  property  and  the  iu^xxt  of 
population  and  capital  incident  thereto  shall  have  followed  those 
events,  and  when  the  explosion  of  credit  shall  have  brought  our 
people  back  from  gewgaw  finery  and  idle  speculations,  to  the  sub- 
stantial comforts  produced  by  Industry  and  economy ;  and  that  then, 
amidst  the  blessings  of  peace  and  abundance  of  prosperity,  a  very 
light  taxation  will  enable  us  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  sink 
the  principal  of  all  the  obligations  which  they  will  ever,  probably, 
^  be  called  upon  to  pay,  after  exhausting  the  securitieB  of  the  banks : 

And  whereas,  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to  protect  the  people  of 
Florida  and  the  honest  holders  of  their  obligations  from,  loss,  by 
all  lawful  means, — and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  obligations  for  which  the  Territory  is  liable,  is  abun- 
dantly secured,  although  now  in  jeopardy,  and  unavailable  to  meet 
present  payments,  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  banks : — 

Be  it  therefore  resehed — First,  That  the  bonds  hitherto  issued 
and  the  guarantees  given  to  the  banks  of  Florida,  are  binding  upon 
the  people  of  Florida,  in  the  hands  of  all  lawful  holders ;  but  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Florida  to  meet  those  obligations  by  tazadon  or  any 
O^er  means  in  our  power. 

Resolved — Secondly,  That  holders  of  all  such  obligations  are 
advised  to  take  active  measures  against  said  banks  and  their  stock- 
holders when  liable  ;  to  obtain  security  or  payment,  and  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  render  them  all  possible  aid. 

Resolved — Thirdly.    That  a  Committee  be  appointed  with  in^ 

15 
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structions  to  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  and  ^preser- 
vation of  the  securities  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory  and 
the  bondholders,  so  as  best  to  secure  the  interests  of  both  from  loss 
by  mismanagement  or  fraud. 

Resolved— Fourthly.  That  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  legislative 
power  of  Florida,  under  whatever  form  of  government  we  may  then 
be,  to  redeem  the  obligations  of  this  Territory,  which  shall  remain 
unpaid  or  unsecured  by  the  securities  and  effects  of  said  banks  or 
their  stockholders,  by  taxation  or  such  other  means  as  may  be  un- 
der the  control  of  such  legislative  power. 

Resolved — Fifthly.  That  the  Governor  be  instructed  to  forward 
a  copy  of  this  Preamble  and  these  Resolutions,  as  the  response  of 
the  Legislative  Council  to  the  persons  demanding  payment  of  in- 
terest. 

On  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Pelpt,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Livings- 
ton—3. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Ed- 
wards, M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 7. 

So  the  substitute  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dupont  then  oflFered  the  following  substitute  : 

Whereas  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  did 
at  its  session  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  pass  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  ;**  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  which 
said  act,  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  was  required  to,  and  did 
execute  and  issue  certain  Bonds  of  the  Territory ;  for  the  nltimate 
redemption  whereof,  wl^en  the  same  should  become  due  and  paya- 
ble, the  faith  of  the  Territory  was  solemnly  plighted : 
•  And  whereas  the  said  Legislative  Council  did,  at  a  subsequent 
session,  to  wit,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  pass  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company,''  by  the  provisions  of  which  said  act, 
the  Executive  of  the  Territory  was  required  to  execute  certain  gua- 
rantees, pledging  the  faith  of  the  Territory  for  the  ultimate  redemp- 
tion of  the  certificates  of  deposit,  to  be  issued  by  the  said  company, 
and  payable  at  a  future  period  : 

And  whereas  the  time  of  payment  specified  in  the  said  bonds  and 
certificatea  is  yet  future,  and  no  demand  for  the  payment  or  recog- 
nition thereof,  or  intimation  of  a  demand,  has  as  yet  been  made  upon 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country  : — Therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  That 
any  action  of  this  present  Legislative  Council,  either  confirming  or 
repudiating  the  said  bonds  and  guarantees,  woidd  be  not  only  prem-  ^ 
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ature,  but  unwise,  u/Eidignified,  and  unnecessary,  and  calculated  to    ' 
subserve  no  useful  object. 

And  whereas,  also,  the  Legislative  Council  did,  at  its  said  ses- 
sion of  1835,  pass  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  increase  the  capital 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  ^c,"  by  the  previsions  of  which  said 
act,  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  was  required  to  execute  certain 
guarantees,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the 
ultimate  redemption  of  certain  bonds,  to  be  issued  by  the  said  fiank 
of  Pensacola : 

And  whereas  certain  persons  alleging  themselves  to  be  the  hold- 
ers of,  and  interested  in  the  said  bonds,  have  notified  the  Executive 
of  the  failure  of  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  to  meet  the  interest 
now  due  upon  the  said  obligations ;  and  have  demanded  of  him,  as 
the  organ  of  the  people  of  Florida,  the  payment  of  the  same  : — 
Therefore, 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  until  the  holders  of  the  said  obliga- 
tions shall  have  pursued  the  stockholders  of  the  said  Bank  to  insol- 
vency, they  are  not,  either  in  law,  equity,  orgood  conscience,  enti- 
tled to  make  any  demands  upon  the  people  of  this  Territory  for  the 
payment  thereof. 

Be  it  further  Resehed,  That  while  this  Legislative  Council  (with 
a  view  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  public  mind)  would  forbear  to  antici- 
pate contingencies,  which  may  never  arise,  they  are  free  to  express 
the  ^solemn  conviction  that  their  constituents  can  never  be  brought 
by  atiy  concurrence  of  circumstances  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of 
"  Repudiation." 

On  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Dnpont  and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^ftfo.  President,  Messrs.  Dnpont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  and  M'Lean — 5. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelat, 
and  Walker — 5. 

So  the  substitute  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  adopting  the  original  resolutions,  - 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  caDed  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and 
English  on  each  one  separately,  and  were  on  the  first — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  M'Lean, 
Pelot,  and  Walker— 6. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
and  Livingston — 4 

So  the  first  was  adopted. 

On  the  passage  of  the  second,  the  yeas  and  na}^ 
were  called  by  the  same,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelot, 
and  Walker — 6.  . 
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Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  and  M'Lean — 5. 

So  the  second  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  the  tliird,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  M'Liean,  and  Pe- 
lot— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Pupont, 
Edwards,  Livingston,  and  Walker — 6. 

So  the  third  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  the  fourth,  the  yeas  and  najrs 
were  called,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Unanimous— 10. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives a  message  stating  that  the  House  had  agreed 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  a  biU  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  alter  the  name  of  Mosquito  County." 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  preamble  and  resolution  asking 
of  Congress  an  appropriation  for  constructing  a  road 
from  IVfariaima  to  lola — ^which  was  read. 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  resolution  respecting  a  Law  Li- 
brary for  the  Court  of  Appeals — ^which  was  read. 

An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in 
relation  to  the  same,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  motion  to  recommit  said  bill  to  committee 
of  the  whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
English  and  Pelot^  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs..  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean,  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  and  Pelot — 3. 

So  the  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  English  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  grantei 

A»  preamble  and  resolution  i^equesting  of  Congress 
an  appropriation  to  build  a  Jail  at  Key  West,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  amendatoiy  of  the  se- 
veral acts  relative  to  executors  and  administrators," 
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was  read  a  second  time,  copies  ordered,  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  legitimate  a  certain  cliild 
therem  named,"  was  read  a  second^time,  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

A  resolution  concerning  Colonel  W.  J.  Worth,  was 
read  a  second  time.  • 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  4th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

An  act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — ordered,  that  the 
title  be  as  above. 

A  resolution  asking  an  appropriation  of  Congress 
to  open  and  construct  a  road  from  Marianna  to  lola, 
was  again  read. 

A  resolution  respecting  a  Law  Library  for  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  was  again  read. 

The  Senarte  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  a  bill  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia,  &c. ;  Mr. 
English  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  amended,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

On  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill,  the  yeas 
and  nays  wef e  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper, 
and  were-^ 

Yeas— Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot — 2. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean  and  Walker — 6. 

So  the  motion  was  lost,  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  asking  an  appropriation 
of  Congress  to  build  a  Jail  at  Key  \yest,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  adopted. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  respecting  Col.  Worth, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dupont,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  report- 
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ed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  protection  ot 
Mortgagers ;"  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  Monday, 
12  o'clock,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Pelot  and  Dupont,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  *  English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Waljter — 1. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot — 2, 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 


Monday,  Feb.  7th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  report* 
ed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  legitimate  a  certain 
cluld  therein  named,"  with  all  of  said  bill  stricken  out 
after  the  words  "  Dempsey  D.  Tillis."  Also,  a  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators ;  with  the  suggestion  that  the  object 
sought  to  be  eflfected  is  already  provided  for  in  the 
acts  now  in  force ;  and  would  not,  therefore,  recom- 
mend its  passage. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  ope^ing  of  a  road 
from  Marianna  to  Tola,  was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

A  resolution  respecting  a  Law  Library  for  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive 
business. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  8th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the 
business  was  laid  over  until  to-morrpw. 
.    On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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WEDNESDA.Y,  Feb.  9th,  1842; 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,"  was  taken  from 
tide  table,  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  M'Lean  gives  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fu- 
ture day,  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  rehef  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams." 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory,  reported  a  preamble  and  resolution  re- 
specting the  erection  of  a  Light-House  on  Cape  St. 
Bias,  without  amendment. 

"  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in 
relation  to  the  same,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pass- 
ed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  legitimate  a  certain 
child  therein  named,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  on  a  former 
day,  concurred  in. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  amendatory  of  the  se- 
veral acts  relative  to  executors  and  administrators," 
was  again  read,  and  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee on  said  bill,  made  on  a  former  day,  laid  on  the 
table.  On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Berthelot  in  the  CJiair. 
After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  amended — ^which  was  concurred  in,  said  bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  engrossed  for  to- 
iQorrow. 
'  A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
Carter,  late  Tax-Collector  of  Alachua  County,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  made  a  special  order  for  to- 
morrow. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  for  the  erection  ,of  a 
Light-House  on  Cape  St.  Bias,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  l^om  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor the  following  message : 
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Tallahassee,  February  7th,  1842* 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  additional  report  of  Thomas  H. 
Austin,  Treasurer  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  on  th6  subject  of  the 
School  Fund.  Also,  a  statement  shewing  the  amounts  due,  and 
from  whom,  for  rents  in  Leon  County,  up  to  1st  January  last. 

RICHARD  K.  CALL. 


Treasury  Department,  > 
Treasurer's  office,  Tallahassee,  Jan.  26,  1842.      > 
Sir — ^Herewith  be  pleased  to  find  my  account  with  the  Territory 
of  Florida  on  account  of  the  School  Land  Fnnd,  showing  the  receipts 
of  said  Fund  since  my  report  of  1st  February  last,  and  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  cash  in  the  same  of  801  75-100  dollars. 

I  also  hand  in  a  statement  showing  the  amounts  due,  and  from 
whom,  for  rents  in  Leon  County,  up  to  1st  inst. 

The  rents  have  been  collected  in  the  currency  of  the  country  up 
to  the  month  of  March,  1841 ;  sinpe  which  time,  specie  has  been 
demanded.  Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 

To  His.  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 

The  Territory  of  Florida,  on  account  of  School  Lands,  in  account 

with  Thomas  H.  Austin,  Treasurer.  DR. 

1841.  To  balance,  .     $801  75 


$801  75 

CR. 

1841.  By 

balance, 

cash  on  hand,  per  report  of  Ist  Feb- 

, 

ruary, 

1841, 

$787  75 

i( 

Cash  of  Jesse  Everett,  for  rents, 

4  00 

(( 

<i 

Thomas  L.  Hall,  for  do., 

5  00 

u 

cc 

Jesse  Everett,  for  do.,  (specie,) 

4  00 

(( 

(( 

Minor  Walker,  for  do.,  (specie,) 

1  00 

f 

$801  75 

By  balance,  cash'  on  hand,  26th  January,  1842,  $801  75 

STATEMENT  showing  the  amounts  due  hy  occupants  of  School 

Lands  in  Leim  County,  for  rents  of  said  Lan^s. 

T.  P.  Chaires,  $     8  50 

J.  H.  T.  Lorimer,  36  00 

H.  Doggett,  4  00 

Thomas  L.  Hall,  5  00 

Jesse  H.  Willis,  219  00 

James  Maxwell,                                 .  ,  73  00 


'     $345  00 
T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 
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Which  wa&  read,  and,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Accounts. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen-. 
tatives,  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  en- 
able creditors  of  Banks  to  collect  debts  due  therefrom 
out  of  the  assets  thereof,  in  lawful  money ;"  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Banks. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  secure  the 
people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency ;"  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  and  Banks. 

On  motion,  the  preamble  and  resolution  respecting 
Col.  Worth,  was  taken  from  the  table,  read  a  third 
time,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive 
business. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  Feb.  lOih,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;   and 
here  being  no  quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow.  ' 


Friday,  Feb.  11th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  English  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, That  both  Houses  do  adjourn,  sine  die,  on  Sa- 
turday, the  first  day  of  March.     Which  was  read. 

Mr.  M'Lean  offered  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Williams,  whict  was  read,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts. 

16 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
Carter,  late  Tax-Collector  of  Alachua  County,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  laid  over  until  called  for. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  *^  An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  a  child  therein  named,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  amenda- 
tory of  the  several  acts  relative  to  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators," was  read  a  thJWl  time  and  passed,  and 
the  title  changed  so  as  to  read,  "  An  act  to  define  the 
duties  and  liabilities  of  Sheriflfe,  when  acting  as  ad- 
ministrators." 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 


Monday,  Feb.  14th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  C  cooper  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
ants  of  Amelia  Island ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Pelot,  from  a  select  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  certain  Ferries," 
without  amendioent 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  English,  in  relation  to  the 
adjournment  of  both  Houses  on  the  1st  day  of  March, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  certain 
Ferries/'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Grov- 
emor  the  followii^  message : 

Talulhaskbb,  Febrauy  hlihy  1842. 

To  the  LegidiOive  Counoil  ofFtaMm  : 

In  compliaiMse  wifli  4  YMohithm  passed  by  Ae  LegislatiYe  "Cmuk- 
dlf  re^joestiag  <die  G^irernor  Id  lep^it  whadber  the  lesoilaliaM  pass* 
ed  at  tbe  sesAlon  ci  1B40  (xequixing  ihe  Governor  of  the  Territor  j 
to  prepare  and  present  a  medal,  commemorative  of  the  senrices  of 
thoae  who  defended  the  Block-House  on  Hit  Wi&lacoochee,  m 
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well  as  of  those  who  perilled  their  lives  to  rescue  them,)  '*  have 
been  acted  on ;  and  if  not,  the  cause  of  such  omission,'*  I  have  to 
inform  the  Legislative.  Council  that  the  only  information  I  have  been 
able  to  acquire  on  this  subject  is'  derived  from  a  copy  of  a  procla* 
mation,  issued  by  the  late  Governor,  appointing  the  1st  of  March, 
1841,  as  the  time  for  presenting  the  medals  required  to  be  furnish- 
ed, and  requesting  the  officers  and  soldiers  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion to  assemble  at  Tallahassee  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  to  re- 
ceive the  medal  intended  for  each  respectively. 

Jt  do98  not  appear,  from  any  record  of  subsequent  proceedings, 
that  the  medals  were  either  presented  or  prepared.  I  am  unable  to 
assign,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  cause  or  causes  which 
may  have  induced  the  omission,  on  the  part  of  my  predecesspr,  to 
comply  with  the  above  resolutions  ;  but  I  presume  they  were  those 
which  I  found  existing  when  I  succeeded  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment on  the  5th  day  of  tApril  last,  and  which  still  continue  to  exist ; 
^namely,  the  want  of  revenue  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  the  large  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  Territory 
to  individuals,  whose  claims  have  been  audited,  and  are  lying  over 
unpaid.  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  Legislative  Coimcil  that, 
until  a  fund  shall  have  been  raised  and  appropriated'  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  Executive  will  be  entirely  unable  to  comply  with  the  res- 
olutions requiring  the  medals  to  be  prepared  and  presented,  or  to 
fmrnish  the  sword  to  the  gallant  Col.  Harney,  under  the  resolution 
of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative  Council.  If  it  be  the  will  of 
the  Legislature  to  raise  a  revenue,  and  make  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  these  objects,  they  shall  be  carried  into  execution  yvith  the 
utmost  promptitude,  so  soon  as  the  funds  appropriated  shall  have 
been  collected  at  the  Treasury. 

RICHARD  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Finance  and 
Banks,  reported  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  requi- 
ring the  payment  of  sjpecie  or  its  equivalent  for  dues 
to  the  Territory ;"  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  tiie  Senate  went  into  secret  'session  on 
Executive  nominations. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  16th,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Berthelot  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resohid^  Thai  the  Committee  od  the  JodiciaiT  he  instroetai 
and  direeted  to  report  a  bill  for  the  si^pvestioA  of  the  issmag  9i 
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change-bills,  either  by  individuals  or  by  any  body  politic,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  their  incorporation  ;  and  also  that  said  commit- 
tee be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  incorporating 
the  city  of  Tallahassee,  so  far  a&to  require  the  Intendant  of  said 
city  to  ipake  a  quarterly  exhibit  or  statement  of  the  amounts  receiv- 
ed and  disbursed  by  said  incorporation  ;  and  that  said  exhibit  or 
statement  be  published  in  the  newspapers  of  said  city,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  people." 

Which  was  read. 

The  same,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

'  '*  The  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of*  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the  joint  rules  for  thp  government  of 
both  Houses,  beg  leave  to  REPORT— 

That,  ill  conferring  upon  said  subject,  they  have  adopted  the  joint 
rules  of  the  last  Legislative  Council,  with  Uie  exception  of  the  6th 
and  8th  rules.  The  amendment  or  modification  of  the  8th  rule,  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  has  acceded  to  ;  but  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  6th  rule,  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  has  disagreed  to,  and  cannot  agree  with  the  committee  of 
the  House — the  committee  of  the  House  insisting  on  the  words  in- 
cluded in  brackets  in  the  8th  rulp,  and  the  comipittee  of  the  Senate 
insisting  on  the  words  being  stricken  out. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted." 

JAMES  A.  BERTHELOT, 

Ch'n  Select  Committee. 

Which  was  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
English  in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  entitled  ''  An  act  to 
establish  certain  Ferries."  After  some  time,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  vthe  bill  amended — which 
was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

"An  act  requiring  the  parent  of  money  or  its 
equivalent  for  dues  to  the  Territory,"  was  read  a 
second  time,  when  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bill,  Mr.  Walker  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time,  the  committe'^  rose,  and  reported  said  bill 
amended,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dupont  oflFered  the  following  amendment  to 
•aid  bill — "Except  for  the  ordinary  property  tax 
which  may  become  due  under  the  general  revenue 
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laws" — ^upon  which,  seconded  by  Mr.  Berthelot,  he 
called  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont  and  Edwards — 3. 

Nays — ^Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  English, 
Livingston,  M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 7. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost,  and  said  bill  was  or- 
dered engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  joint  rules 
was  again  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, as  passed,  "  An  act  to  organize  the  county  of 
Santa  Rosa ;"  which  was  read,  me  rule  waived,  and 
passed.  .  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  John 
R.  Chapman  to  build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry 
across  Chipola  river,  in  Jackson  county  ;"  which  was 
read. 

Also,  a  resolution  requesting  of  Congress  an  appro- 
priation to  construct  a  road  from  Quincy  to  some 
point  near  Apalachicola ;  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  resolution  asking  a  re-appropriation  to  con- 
struct a  road  from  Tallahassee  to  lola ;  which  was 
read. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act 
providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  Mos- 
quito County,  and  other  purposes,  approved  2d  Feb- 
ruary, 1838  ;"  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  16th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Pelot  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  '*  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  orphans  of  Fernando  Lowe. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  a  resolution  to  suspend  the  general  revenue 
laws  so  far  as  they  may  authorize  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
a  Territorial  Revenue,  &c. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  English  gives  notice  that  he  will  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  Territorial  Treasury,  and  for  other  purposes. 
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Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory, 
reported  without  amendment,  (one  of  the  committee  disseiiting)  a  bUl 
entitled,  "  An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators." 

Also,  the  petition  of  certain -citizens  of  Amelia  Island,  asking  to 
be  relieved  from  its  further  consideration,  believing  the  subject  to 
come  more  immediately  under  the  control  of  the  County  Court. 

Mr.  Dupont,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Accounts,  made  the 
oil  owing  report : — 

"  The  committee  on  Public  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams,  having  examined 
the  accounts  upon  which  the  resolution  is  based,  beg  leave  to  report 
it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Your  committee 
being  under  the  impression  that  the  class  of  expenses  embraced  in 
the  said  account  ought  of  right  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  beg 
leave  to  report  a  bill  upon  the  subject. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Ch'n  Committee  PubUc  Ac^s.'* 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatiyes,  as  pass- 
ed without  amendment,  "  An  Act  tp  prevent  the  future  migration  of 
free  negroes  and  mulatoes  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Berthelot,  of  yesterday,  giving  certain  in- 
structions to  the  Judiciary  committee,  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

A  resolution  requesting  an  appropriation  to  construct  a  road  from 
Quincy  to  some  point  near  Apalachicola,  was  again  read,  the  rule 
waived,  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  authorize  John  R.  Chapman  lo 
build  a  bridge,  or  establish  a  ferry,  across  the  Chipola  River,  in 
Jackson  County,  was  again  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Territory. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  **  An  Act  requiring  the  payment  of 
money  or  its  equivaledt  for  dues  to  the  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time.  On  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Dupont  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 9. 

Nay — Mr.  Dupont — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  resolution  asking  a  reappropriation  for  constructing  a  road  from 
Tallahassee  to  lola,  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled/  ^'  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  providing  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  the  County  of  Mosquito,  and  other 
purposes,"  approved  February  2nd,  1838,  was  again  read. 

The  Senate  w^nt  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  McLean  in 
the  Chair,  on  an  act  to  increase  tlie  number  of  Senators.  After  some 
time  the  committee  rose  and  reported  a  substitute,  which  was  con^ 
curred  in.  On  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  hill  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  English^  and  were-— 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  EngUsh,  Edwards,  Liv*^ 
ingston  and  McLean — 6. 
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Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker — 4. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 

The  House  sent  to  the  Senate  their  concurrence  in  the  join  t  rule 
adopted  bj  the  Senate  on  yesterday.  Fifty  cbpies  of  said  rules 
were  ordered  printed. 

Also,  as  passed,  a  bill  to  authorize  George  Branning  to  build  a 
bridge,  or  establish  a  ferry,  across  Black  Creek,  in  Duval  County. 

Which  was  read. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled, "  An  Act  to  authorize  Bryant  Sheffield 
to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  the  upper  miner- 
al springs,  known  as  the  White  Sulpher  Spnngs." 

Which  was  read. 

Also,^a  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in- 
corporating the  town  of  Monticello,  except  the  act  of  1831,"  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Terri- 
tory. 

Also,  their  refusal  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  a 
bill  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  legitimate  a  certain  child  therein  named.'' 

On  motion,  the  Senate  ildhered  to  its  amendment  to  said  bill. 

Also,  as  passed,  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  a,ct  to  incorporate 
subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  printed  for  Friday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,.  ''  An  Act  in  relation  to  Criminal  Process," 
was  read. 

A  bill  to  be- entitled  "  An  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of 
Apalachicola,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late 
tax  collector  of  Alachua  'County,  &c.,  was  taken  from  the  table,  on 
which  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Berthelot 
in  the  Chair.  After  some  time  tl^e  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  amended,  which  was  concurred  in,  said  bill  read  again  and 
passed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

On  the  question  of  reconsidering  the  vote  indefinitely  postponing 
an  act  increasing  the  number  of  Senators  the  yeas*  and  nays  were 
called  by  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Livingston,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  McLean,  Pelot  and 
Walker-^. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards  and  Living- 
ston—4. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  calle4  by  Mr. 
President  and  Mr.  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelot  and  Walker--5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Meilsrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston  and 
McLean — 5. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Livingston,  and  were — 
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Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  English  and  Liring- 
ston — 4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Edwiards,  McLean,  Pelot  and 
Walker— 6. 

Said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjonmed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  February  17th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the 
protection  of  mortgagees,"  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  ordered 
for  to-day. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banks,  made 
the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banks,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from 
the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,"  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  believe  that  the  situation  of  the  country  at  this  time 
calls  loudly  for  some  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  this  Legislature 
in  reference  to  the  matters  contained  in  said  bill.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  said  bill  to  the  Senate  without  any 
amendment,  leaving  it  to  the  Senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  or 
in  the  Senate,  to  make  and  propose  such  amendments  or  modifica-. 
tions  as  the  Senate  in  its  wisdom  may  deem  proper  to  make  or  pro- 
pose.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  BERTHELOT, 
-   Ch'n  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banks." 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 
reported  without  amendment  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  author- 
ize John  R.  Chapman  to  build  a  bridge  or  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Chipola  River,  in  Jackson  County." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  English  to  take  from  the  table  "  An  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Senators,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Livingston,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Edwards,  Pelot,  and 
Walker— 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston  and  M'Lean — 4. 

A  resolution  to  suspend  the  Territorial  Revenue  Tax,  &c.,  was 
again  read.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  English  to  strike  out  the  clause 
'excepting  auction  taxes,'  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
English  and  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper  and  English — 2. 
'  Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean,  P^lot,  and  Walker— 8. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  English  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  resolu- 
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tion,  the  yeas  iLnd  naj^  were  called  by  the  same,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper  and  English — 2. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  LiF« 
ingston,  M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker— 8. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Coo^^ 
per  in  the  jOhair,  on  said  resolution.  After  some  time,  the  commit<» 
tee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolution  without  amendment.  On  the 
question  of  concurring  in  said  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were—     . 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Livingston, 
M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 7.  '     • 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper  and  English — ^2.. 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in.  The  resolution  was  ordered  en« 
grossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot,  it  is  ordered  that  the  committee  on  joint 
rules  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  committee  on  joint  rules  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  the  subject  of  bills,  resolutions 
and  other  papers  passing  between  the  two  Houses  without  being 
properly  engrossed  ;  and  to  recommend  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  to  remedy  the  ev^il,  and  that  this  order  be  certified  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  '<  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  providing  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  recoMs  of  Mosquito  County,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses,  approved  2d  February,  ISSS,'^  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above.  ^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  George  Branning  to 
build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  Black  Creek,  in  Duval 
County,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  authoriEO  Bryant  Sheffield  to  es- 
tablish a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  Rive^,  at  the  Upper  Mineral 
Springs,  known  as  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,"  was  read  a  second 
time. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ''An -act  in  relation  to  Criminal  Process,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  protection  of  mortgagees," 
was  again  read,  when  the  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  M'Lean  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill  amended,  which  was  concur- 
red ^in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  4  o'clock,  P*  M. 


Thursday,  Feb.  17, 1842. — 4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to'adjonrnment. 
A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  protection  of  mortgagees," 
was  again  taken  up.    On  the  question  to  strike  out  all  preceding  the 

17 
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4th  section,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and 
Cooper,  and  were — 
-  Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  and  Pelot — 3. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, M'Lean,  and  Walker — 7. 

So  the  motion  was  lost^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Berthelot,  to  postpone 
said  bill  indefinitely,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and  Pelot — 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and 
Walker— 6. 

So  the  motion  was  lost,  and  said  bill  was  ordered  engrossed  for  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from 
the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,"  was  again  read  ;  on  which  the 
-Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Walker  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment ;  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  following  amendment  to  said  bill :  **  Ex- 
^cept  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  upon  such  Ter- 
ritorial bonds  and  guarantees  as  may  have  been  issued  or  given  by 
the  Territory  for  the  benefit  of  said  Banks"— on  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livingston — 3. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cdoper,  English,  M'- 
Lean, Pelot,  and  Walker — 7, 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
the  same,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English. 
M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker— 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livingston — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  John  R.  Chapman  to 
build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chipola  river,  in  Jack- 
son County,"  was  again  read  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title 
be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators,** 
was  again  read.  On  the  question  of  engrossing  said  bill  for  to-mor- 
row, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Edwards,  Pelot^  and 
Walker— 6. 

Najrs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston,  and  M'Lean 
— 4.     So  the  bill  was  engrossed. 

The  House  sent  to  the  Senate,  as  passed  without  amendment, 
"  An  act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries." 

Also,  as  passed,  *'  An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage,  on 
the  waters  and  in  the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay." 

Which  was  read. 
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Also,  a  resolution  requesting  of  Congress  an  appropriation  to  con- 
struct a  road  from  St.  Augustine  to  Palatka,  on  the  St.  Johns  river. 

Which  was  read. 

Also,  their  adoption  of  a  preamble  and  resolution  requesting  an 
appropriation  for  erecting  a  jail  at  Key  West. 

On  the  question  of  adjourning  until  to-morrow  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  lAr- 
ingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker — 7,  ' 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  {Inglish,  and  Pelot — 3. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  18th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    . 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  reported,  without 
amendment,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  act  to  enable  creditors  of 
Banks  to  collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof,  in 
lawful  money." 

The  same,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  building  a  Jail  at 
Key  West. 

Also,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free  negroes  or 
mulattoes  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  as  adopt- 
ed, a  resolution  respecting  the  adoption  of  means  to  prevent  the 
running  off  of  property  mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  faith 
bonds  ;  ^hich  was  read,  and  copies  ordered. 

Also,  as  passed  without  amendment,  "  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
'  titled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apalachicola." 

Also,  as  indefinitely  postponed,  "  An  act  requiring  the  payment 
xof  money  or  its  equivalent  for  the  dues  to  the  Territory." 

Also,  the  following  message  : 

«  leth  February,  IS42. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  a  bill  entitled  ''  An  Act  to 
legitimate  a  certain  child  therein  named."  Ordered  to  be  certified 
to  the  Senate.  (Signed)  H.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Clerk  House  of  Rep." 

Which  was  read,  concurred  in,  and- Messrs.  Pelot,  Berthelot,  and 
Walker,  appointed  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
orphans  of  Fernando  Lowe,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. — 
Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  the  Territorial  Revenue  Laws 
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in  certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Coo* 
per,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dnpont,  Edwards,' Livingston,  M'Lean, 
and  Pelot— 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  and  Walker— 4. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

"  An  Act  to  authorize  George  Branning  to  build  a  Bridge,  or  es- 
tablish a  Ferry,  across  Black  Creek,  in  Duval  County,^  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  Br3rant  Sheffield  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River  at  the  Upper  Mineral 
Springs,  known  as  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  Act  in  relation  to  Criminal  Process/' 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont,  the  Senate  reconsidered  the  above 
vote ;  and  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  protection  of  Mort- 
gagees," was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question  of  its  passage, 
me  yeas  and  nays  Were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  English,  and 
were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston^ 
M'Lean,  and  Walker — 6. 

NayB — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and  Pelotr— 4. 
.    So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Sen- 
ators to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  was 
read  a  third  time.  On  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  i^ays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  Walker,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelot  and  Walker — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston  and 
McLean — 5. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

"  An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on  ihe  waters  and  in 
the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay,"  was  again  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory. 

A  resolution  asking  an  appropriation  to  construct  a  road  from  St« 
Augustine  to  Pilatka,  on  the  St.  Johns  river,  was  read  a  second  time, 
the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks  to 
collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof,  in  lawful  mo- 
ney," was  again  read.  On  the  question  to  make  it  the  special  order 
for  Monday  next,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  En^ish 
and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Dupont,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 9. 

Nay — Mr.  English. 

Copies  of  said  bill  were  ordered. 
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'*  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  sen  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts  respecting  said 
Bank,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said  Bank,  as 
speedily  as  practicable,"  was  read  a  second  time  ;  on  which  the  Se- 
nate went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  English  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  all  the  sections  of 
the  bill  stricken  out.  On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dnpont,  Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  .Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Ed* 
wards,  and  Pelot^ — 6. 

So  the  report  was  not  concurred  in. 

On  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  moved  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
English,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  M'Leui,  and  Walk- 
er— 5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  MessriT.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 5. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  English  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and 
were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liyingston,  M'Lean,  and 
Walker— 5. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Pelot— 5. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  the  President,  the  bill  was  ordered  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  House  sent  to  the  Senate,  as  passed,  "  An  Act  relating  to 
the  punbhment  of  ofienders  not  heretofore  designated  ;"  which  was 
read. 

Also,  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  ^  the  terms  of  the  Superior  Courts 
of  the  Apalachicola  District ;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  sent  to  the  Senate  the  following 
meAsage : 

Tallahassee,  February  18th,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  approved  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  organize  the  county 
Qf  Santa  Rosa."  R.  K.  CALL. 

The  Senate  yreni  into  secret  session  on  Execntive  business.  On 
motion,  the  doors  were  opened.  ' 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next,  10 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  Feb.  23d,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

On  motion  of  Mr.  English,  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  final  adjournment  of  both  Houses,  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  M'Lean  dfltered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, That  a  joint  committee  of  three  members  from 
each  House  be  appointed,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
compensation  bill  for  the  officers,  and  of  the  expendi- 
tm-es  of  the  Legislative  CouncU. 

Which,  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted ;  and 
Messrs.  M'Lean,  Dupont,  and  Pelot,  were  appointed 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  M'Lean  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Chpctawhatchee  river ;  which  was.  read,  the  rule 
waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Territory,  reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack- 
sonville.'* 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  all  the 
former  acts  incorporating  the  town  of  Moi^ticello,  ex- 
cept the  act  pf  1831." 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  creditors  of 
Banks  to  collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets 
thereof,  in  lawful  money,"  was  read  a  third  time.  On 
the  question  of  going  into  conmiittee  of  the  whole  on 
said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
English  and  Cooper,  and  were— r- 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  and 
M'Lean — 4. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,.  Messrs.  Cooper,  English, 
Livingston,  Pelot,  ^nd  Walker — 6. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Berthelot  offered,  with  lea-ve,  the  following  as 
an  engrossed  rider,  to  come  in  the  11th  section,  wler 
the  word  Banks,  in  the  7th  line,  viz :  '*  Sufficient  to 
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satisfy  the  claim  or  demand  of  said  creditor  or  cred- 
itors"— on  which  the  yeas  and  nay^  were  called  by 
Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs,  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  and 
M'Lean — 4. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Enghsh, 
Livingston,  Peloty  and  Walker — 6. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  yeas  And  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were« — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper, 
English,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and 
M'Lean — 4. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be 
as  above. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  4  o'clock. 


4  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

'^  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the 
several  acts  respecting  said  Bank,  and  to  e£fect  a  set- 
tlement of  the  stairs  of  said  Bank  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible," was  again  read,  on  which  the  Senate  went  mto 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Walker  in  the  Chair. — 
After  some  time,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended.  Upon  the  question  of  concurring  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
callpd  by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper, 
English,  M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 1. 

Nays — ^M^ssrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livings- 
ton— 3. 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in — said  bill  was  read 
a  second  time. 
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On  the  question  of  ordering  said  bill  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Berthelot  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper, 
English,  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 7. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards  and  Livings- 
ton— 3. 

So  the  order  was  made. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  the  following  Message  : —     ^ 

'  Tallahassee,  22d  February,  1842. 

To  tlie  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

Grentlemen :  I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  unsettled 
question  of  boundary,  which  has  been  so  long  depending  between 
this  Territory  and  the  State  of  Georgia.  I  am  informed  that  the 
lands  embraced  within  the  fractional  surveys  north  of  the  line  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States  as  the  true  boundary,  have  been  dispos- 
ed of  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ;  and  that  no  attempt  - 
"has  been  made  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  south  of  this 
line.  The  claim  which  Georgia  at  one  time  presented  to  a  portion 
of  the  lands,  south  of  the  line  of  demarkation,  appears  to  have  been 
abandoned  ;  and  her  acquiescence  in  what  we  claim  as  the  proper 
boundary  might  seem  to  render  any  action  on  the  subject  unneces- 
sary ;  but  many  of  our  citizens  having,  by  actual  settlement,  acquir- 
ed a  preemptive  right  to  the  lands  south  of,  and  bordering  on,  that 
line,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  having  directed  those 
lands  to  be  withheld  from  sale  until  the  boundary  shall  have  been 
permanently  settled,  they  have  a  deep,  and  immediate  interest  in 
the  question.  I,  therefore,  suggest  the  propriety  of  calling  the 
attention  of  our  delegate  in  Congress  to  the  subject,  and  requesting 
him  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  cause  a  final  adjustment  of 
the  boundary.  ' 

Respectfully,  ]R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Territory. 

On  the  motion  to  adjourn,  the_yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  relet,  and  were— 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs,  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
M'Lean — 4. 

So;the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow- 
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Thursday,  Feb.  24th,  1842. 

The  Senate  me^t  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  report- 
ed "  An  act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior 
Courts  of  the  Apalachicola  District,"  as  amended. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
BiUs,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  *^An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apa- 
lachicola." 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Territory,  reported  without  amendment  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  and  regulate  Pilot- 
age on  the  waters  and  in  the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay." 

"  An  act  relating  to  the  punishment  of  offences  not 
heretofore  designated,"  was  again  read;  on  which  the 
Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  M'Lean 
in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  said  bill  amended,  which  was  concurred 
in.     Said  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

A  resolution  respecting  the  adoption  of  means  to 
prevent  the  running  oflF  of  property  mortgaged  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  faith  bonds,  was  read  a  second 
time,  when  Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz :  "And  also  what  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed or  proposed  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  or  remedy 
the  loss  of  this  kind  of  security" — ^which  was  adopted, 
and  said  resolution  adopted  as  amended. 

A  resolution  for  the  final  adjournment  of  both  Hou- 
ses on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  was  again  taken 
up,  and  laid  on  the  table,    ' 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  yesterday,  as  adopted,  resolutions  asking 
of  Congress  the  establishment  of  a  Naval  Depot  at 
the  bay  9f  ^t  Joseph,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun ; 
which  wer^  yead. 

Also,  as  passed,  "  An  act  to  increase  the  number  o^ 
Senators ;"  ^Vhich  was  read. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the 
limitation  of  an  act  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker 
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to  establish  a  Perry  across  the  Wakulla  river,  near 
St.  Marks ;"  which  was  read. 

Alse,  an  amendment  to  a  substitute  for  the  Senate's 
bill  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  Public  Defaulters ;" 
which  was  read.  On  the  question  of  acceding  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Pelot,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  and  Pelot — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  and  Walker — a. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

On  mcAion  of  Mr.  President  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  said  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dimont  and  Ei^lish,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont^ 
Edwards,  and  Walker — 5. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Livingston,  and 
Pelot— 4. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  said  bill  laid  on  the 
table,  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  call- 
ed by  Messrs.  English  and  Cooper,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont, 
Edw?urds,  Livingston,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 7. 

Nays — ^Messte.  Cooper  and  English* — 2. 

So  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  written  co- 
pies ordered. 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  select  committee  to  contract  for  me  printing 
of  the  laws  of  the  present  session ;  which  was  read. 

.  Also,  a  resolution  for  the  final  adjournment  of  both 
Houses  on  the  5th  of  March ;  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resolution  asking  an  appro- 
priation to  rebuild  ihe  bridges  H>ver  the  ApalacMcola 
swamps,  and  the  repair  of  the  bridge  Over  the  Chipola 
river ;  which  was  read. 

Also,  as  passed,  '^  An  ^t  to  authorize  Benjamin 
Marshal  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Blackwater  river, 
at  the  town  of  Mil;ton ;"  which  was  te^i. 
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^^  An  act  to  an^end  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town 
of,  Jc^cksonville,"  was  ordered  for  to-morrow,  and  co- 
pies ordered. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  act  to  repeal  all  farmer 
acts  incorporating  the  town  of  Monticello,  except  the 
act  of  1831,"  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  WilliMos, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

"  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and 
the  several  acts  respecting  said  Bank,  and  to  effect  a 
settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said  Bank  as  speedily  as 
possible,"  was  read  a' third  time.  On  its  passage,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
English,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper, 
English,  M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 1. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livings- 
ton—3. 

So  the  bin  passed. "  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

"  An  act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior 
Courts  of  the  Apalachicola  District,"  .was  read  ^^, 
the  amendments  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  concur- 
red in,  and  said  bill  read  a  secpnd  time. 

*'  An  act  to  establish  and  regulate  pUotage  on  the 
waters  and  in  the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay,"  was  again 
read ;  on  which  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Berthelot  in  the  Chair.  After  some 
time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill  as 
amended,  which  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  read 
a  second  time. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, as  adopted  without  amendment,  a  preamble 
and  resolution  asking  an  appropriation  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  Choctawliatchee  river. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive 
business.     On  motion,  the  doors  were  ppened. 
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On  the  question  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  the 
jeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and 
Cooper,  and  wete — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont, 
Edward*,  Livingston,  M'Lean,  and  Walker — 7. 
Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  and  Pelot — 3. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  26th,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Pelot  had  leave  of  absence  after 
to-morrow  for  the  balance  of  the  session  ;  also  Mr.  English,  after 
to-day. 

Mr.  Berthelot  moves  that  a  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  the  Senate  is  now  ready  to  adjourn ;  and  also  that  a  simi- 
lar committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  to  inform  him  that  the  Senate  is  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  now 
waiting  for  any  communication  he  may  think  proper  to  make.  On 
the  question  of  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Berthelot  and  English,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^M^ssrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Edwards,  and  Pe- 
lot—5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston,  M'Lean,  and 
Walker— 5. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dupont,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ^  An  Act  in 
relation  to  Public  Elections  f  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  ordered  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  M'Lean  offered  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  George  Brannell 
and  others ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Accounts. 

Mr.  Livingston  offered  the,  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Talla- 
hassee Fund  be  called  to  a  leak  in  the  wall  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  that  he  be  requested  to  remedy  the  evil  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  same,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 
reported  unfavorably  to  an  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of  Ap- 
alachicola.    Also,  made  the  following  report  : 
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^'  The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory  have  had  under 
their  consideration  the  communication  of  his  Excellency  the  Goy- 
emor,  in  relation  to  Fractional  surveys  of  public  Lands,  and  the  un- 
settled boundary  question  between  this  Territory  and  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  would  most  respectfully  REPORT — That  the  question 
of  boundary  is  a  subject  in  which  the  state  of  Qeorgia  is  interested, 
and  must  be  consulted,  whenever  action  is  had  in  defining  the  true 
boundary  line  between  this  Territory  and  said  state.  The  commit- 
tee are,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  the  question  of  boundary  can- 
not, in  any  wise,  interfore  with  the  right  which  Congress  has  exer- 
cised of  disposing  of  all  the  public  lands  over  which  the  United 
States,  thrpugh  the  Territory  of  Florida,  claims  jurisdiction.  Geor- 
gia once  claimed,  and  proceeded  to  run  a  line  taking  into  that  State 
not  only  the  fractional  surveys  bordering  on  the  present  line,  but 
also  some  two  townships  besides.  But  no  one  will  pretend  to  say, 
should  Georgia  succeed  in  establishing  that  line,  that  it  would  invsd- 
idatethe  titles  to  lands,  made  by  the  United  States  to  individuals 
while  under  the  control  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are,  also,  of  the  opinion  that  the  question  of  boun- 
dary between  this  Territory  and  the  State  of  Georgia  should  be  settled 
as  soon  as  practicable  ;  but  that  question  should  not  prevent  the  United 
States  from  ordering  a  sale  of  the  fractional  lands  bordering  on  the 
present  established  line  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  Many  of  our 
citizens,  having  preemption  rights,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  the  general  interests  of  that  part  of  Florida  would  be  much 
benefited  by  the  sale  of  said  fractional  lands — besides,  the  State  of 
Georgia,  by  her  acts,  has  already  disposed  of  all  the  fractional  lands 
on  the  north  of  the  present  boundary  line,  thus  acknowledging  it  as 
the  true  line.  The  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  the 
following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  That  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  our  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress, be  requested  and  instructed  to  urge  upon  the  proper  authori- 
ties at  Washington  city,  the  necessity  and  policy  of  bringing  the 
public  lands  contained  in  the  fractional  surveys  on  the  Georgia  line 
into  market,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  further,  That  he  be  requested  to*  procure  the  adoption 
of  the  necessary  measures  to  cause  a  final  adjustment  of  the  bound- 
ary between  this  Territory  and  the  state  of  Georgia. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  a  resolution  a8king>  Congress  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Choctawhatchee.      « 

An  Act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same,  was 
received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  amended.  On  the 
question  of  adopting  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  6th  sec- 
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tion,  the  yeas  und  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper,  and  Pelot, 
and  were— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English^  and  Pelot — 4.' 
Nays — Messrs.    Duoont,   Edwards,'  Linngston,    M'Lean,  and 
Walker— 5.     "  ' 

So  the  amendment  was  lost  On  motion,  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  concurred  in,  except  the  5th  section. 

An  Act  relating  to  the  punishment  of  offences  not  heretofore  des* 
ignated,  was  again  read  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

'  A  resolution  for  the  final  adjournment  of  both  Houses  on  the  5th 
of  March  next,  was  again  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

A  resolution  asking  of  Congress  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
Depot  at  St.  Joseph,  was  again  read. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators  was  again  read.  On 
which  the  iSenate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Edwards 
in  the  chair.  After  some  tim'e  the  committee  rose  and  reported  a 
substitute  for  said  bill.  On  concurring  in  the  report  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  by.  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Livingston,  and  were^ — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelot  and  Walker — 5. 
Najrs — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston  and  McLean — 4. 

On  the  adoption  in  the  Senate  of  the  substitute  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  the  same 
and  were  the  same. 

On  the  question  of  reading  the  bill  a  third  time  to-morrow,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Livingstony  and 
were— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthebt,  Cooper,  English,  McLean,  Pelot  and 
Walker— 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards  and  Livingston — 3. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  half  past  3  o'clock. 


Halp  Past  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  *'  An  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  act 
authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  estabUsh  a  ferry  across  the 
Wauc^lla  River,  near  St.  Marks,"  was  read  a  second  time.    ^ 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  acts  of  the  present 
session^  was  read  a  second  ti^e. 

A  resolntion  for  the  repair  of  the  Bridges  ov^  the  Apalachicola 
erwamps,  and  the  bridge  over  the  Chipola  Riyer,  was  read  a  seoofad 
time,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 
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An  "  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshal  to  establish  a  Ferry 
across  Black^water  River,  at  the  town  of  Milton/'  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  incorpo- 
rating the  town  of  Monticello,  except  the  act  of  1831,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed;    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams  was  read 
again  and  adopted. 

An  **  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on  the  waters  and  in 
the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Or- 
dered that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  Act  to  amend  "  An  Act  to  incorpdrate  the  town  of  Jackson- 
ville," was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ordered  that  the  title  be 
as  ^bove. 

.  T&e  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  pas- 
sed, An  Act  to  amend  an  "  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apa- 
lachicola,  approved  March  4th,  1839,"  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banks. 

Also,  "  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton,"  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Edwards,  Livingston  and  Walker. 

Also,  as  adopted  a  Resolution  to  make  Tampa  Bay  a  port  of  en- 
try and  delivery,  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Also,  a  Resolution  in  relation  to  Faith-Bonds,  amended  as 
follows : — 

"  The  title  to  be  prefixed  to  the  first  resolution,  viz : — "  A  Reso- 
lution respecting  the  Faith-Bonds  and  Guarantees" — that  said  Res- 
olution be  made  separate  and  distinct.  That  a  title  be  prefixed  to 
the  second  Resolution,  which  shall  be : — "  A  Resolution  respecting 
the  adoption  of  means  to  prevent  the  running  ofi*  of  property  mort- 
gaged to  secure  the  payment  of  the  faith-bonds."  That  the  words 
"  further"  and  "  accordingly"  be  stricken  out  of  the  second  reso- 
lution." Attest,  H.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

February  23, 1842. 

On  concurring  in  the  first  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rei»re- 
sentatives,  the  yeas  and  nay!i  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and 
Pelol^  and  were— 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  McLean,  Pelot,  and 
Walker— 6. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards  and  Liviiigs- 
ton — 4. 

On  the  second  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  the 
same  and  were  the  same. 
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Also,  a  Resolution  appointing  Messrs.  Westcott,  Eraest  and 
Lancaster^  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  draft  a  com- 
pensation Bill. 

Also,  a  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Pensacola  Bonds,  which 
was  read. 

Also,  as  passed,  "  An  Act  constituting  a  Board  of  Wardens  of  the 
port  of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun,''  which  was  read.  On  the 
question  of  its  indefinite  postponement,  the  ^yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  Edwards,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Edwards  and  McLean— 2. 
Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Dupont,  Eng- 
lish, Livingston,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 8. 
So  the  bill  was  not  postponed. 

An  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of  Apalachicola,  was  xead, 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  report  and  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Territory,  on  the  boundary  line  with  Georgia,  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  following  Message  : 

House  of  Representatives,  > 
Feb.  25,  1842.  J  ' 
Sir — The  House  have  considered  the  enclosed  bill,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  &c.,  and  have  concurred  ^n^all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  have  also  amended  said  amendments  by 
adding  section  20th  to  said  bill,4n  which  the  House  requests  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.        Attest,  H.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Clerk. 
To  J.  S.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Sec'y  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "bears," 
in  the  fifth  line  of  section  20,  the  ^eas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Dupont  and  Edwards,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livingston — 3. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English, 
M'Lean,  Pelot,  and  Walker— 7. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  House,  the  yeas' and 
nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Livingston,  and  werl — 

Yeas— Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  Pelot,  and  Walker — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston, 'and 
M'Leaa — 5. 

'    So  the  Senate  refused  to  concur. 

Also,  the  following  : 
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House  of  Representatives,  > 
Feb.  25, 1842.      J 
To  J,  S.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Sec^y  of  Senate  : 

,  Sir — This  House  recedes,  and  accepts  the  amendments  (the  5th 
and  6th  sections  of  the  amended  bill  of  the  House  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  5th  and  6th  sections  of  the  original  bill  inserted,)  of 
the  Senate.        Attest,  '  H.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  tonnorrow. 


Saturday,  Feb.  26,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

An  act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators,  was  read  a  third 
time.  On  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called^  by  Messrs. 
Dapont  and  Edwards,  and  were-^ 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bertbelot,  Cooper,  English,  and 
Walker— 6. 
^  Nays — Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and  M'Lean — 4. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  establishing  a  Naval  Depot  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  act  passed  on  the  11th  day 
of  February,  1836,  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  establish 
a  Ferry  across  the  Wakulla  river,  near  St.  Marks,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  again  read,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  to  appoint  a  joint  select  committee. for  the  purpose 
of  makilig  arrangements  for  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  this  year  in 
pamphlet  form,  was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

A  resdution  in  relation  to  the  Pensacola  Bank,  was  again  read. 
On  nqption  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  until '  the  20th  March,  th^ 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dupont /and  Edwards,  and 
were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and 
M'Lean — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  English,  and  Walker— 4. 
So  the  motion  prevailed. 

An  act  constituting  a  board  of  wardens  of  the  port  of  Tola,  in  the 
county  of  Calhoun,  was  again  read.  On  motion,  said  bill  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

An  Act  to  authoiftze  Benjamin  Marshall  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
Blackwater  River,  at  the  town  of  Milton,  was  again  read,  and  pass- 
ed.   Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

19     • 
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An  <<  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  tetms  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the 
Apalachicola  District,"  was  again  read,  amended,  and  on  motion, 
indefinitely  postponed. 

An  '*  Act  in  relation  to  public  elections"  was  read  a  third  time^ 
On  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  the  3rea8  tod  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Livingston,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  Cooper — 1. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, McLean  and  Walker — ^7. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Dupont  and  Edwards,  and  were —    , 

Teas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Betthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Liv- 
ingston, McLean  and  Walker?— 7. 

Nay — Mr.  Cooper — 1. 

^0  said  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from'  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
following  communication : — 

Tallahassee,  February  25th^  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  attentively  considered  the  act  entitled  **An  Act  to  prevent 
the  future  migration  of  free  negroes  or  nitilattoes  to  this  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

If  the  object  of  this  bill  was  merely  Ux  prevent  Abe  (btuns  bugra- 
tion  ^  persons  of  this  description  to  the  Territory,  under  penalties 
however  severe,  I  would  most  cheerfully,  give  it  my  approval.  But 
it  contains  odier  provisions,  and  imposes  penalties,  in  my  opinion, 
too  harsh  and  oppressive  for  the  ofibnces  against  which  it  is  intend- 
ed to  provide.  It  is,  in  effect,  a  decree  of  banishment  against  all 
this  unfortunate  race,  of  every  age,  sex  and  condition,  who  have 
emigrated 'to  this  Territory  within  the  last  ten  years,  and  against 
all  others,  however  long  they  may  have  lived  in  .Florida,  (not  even 
natives  ate  exempt  frokn  the  rig6r  of  the  general  rule,)  if  at  any 
tiMe,  and  under  aiiy  4ilrouMisCances,  they  may  have  been  beyond 
the  IkniU  Of  the  Territory,  eince  xhto  year  1832. 

Many  of  these  unfortunate  people  have  intermarried  with  slares 
and  have  cWldren,  whom  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  take  with 
them,  when  banished  from  the  Territory,  and  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  submit)  either  to  the  severance  of  the  strongest  ties  of  our 
nature,  or  become  slaves  themselves,  in  order  to  avoid  separation, 
forever,  from  their  wives  and  children. 

Those  who  are  tot  embraced  within  these  provisions,  are  per^ 
mitted  to  remain  in  the  territory,  only  under  exactions  and  restric- 
tions of  the  most  oppressive  chalracter,  and  such  as  would  place 
them  \a  ^  Audition  i'e^  tolerable  iltikk  that  k^  slaves. 

For  thase  reasons'I  feel  myself  ^^otiMtained  to  return  the  btll 
disapproved.    But  I  earnestly Ir^^mmend  thai  h^te^  M>  amended. 
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bj  striking  out  the  parts  I  deem  objectionable,  and  by  inserting 
such  proTisions  as  will  effectually  prevent  all  future  immigration  of 
free  persons  of  color  to  this  TerriUnry,  and  cutting  off  all  intercourse 
between  those  who  are  now  in  Florida,  and  thos^  residing  beyond 
its  limits.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion,  said  communication  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com* 
mittee,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same  by  half  past  3  o'clock 
P.  M.  Messrs.  English  and  Livingston  w^re  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  pass- 
ed, "  An  Act  to  increase  the  fees  of  Jailors,"  which  was  read. 

Also, ''  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  relating  to  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,'*  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  pror 
cure  the  passage  of  ah  act  to  authorize  the  different  Brigades  of 
tfcis  Territory  to  elect,  by  ballot,  their  respective  Brigadier  Gene- 
rals, which  was  read.    ' 

Also,  a  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House,  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  communication : 

Tallahassee,  25th  February,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  present  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  mine,  of  the  27th 
November  last  to  him,  and  to  which  I  respectfully  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council. 

R.  K.  CALL. 


Bane  of  the  United  States,  > 
Philadelphia,  January  18, 1842.      ) 
Sir — I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  27th  Novem- 
ber last.    I  regretted  to  learn  that  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  of 
this  Bank,  which  I  transmitted  to  you  some  time  ago,  on  the  subject 
of  the  claim  for  a  refund  of  the  interest  paid  by  Uie  Agent,  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  London,  on  certain  bonds  guaranteed 
^  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  had  not  produced  an^  material  change 
in  the  opinion  which  you  had  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  Jidy 
last. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  however,  still  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
Legislative  Council,  as  well  as  yourself,  will,  after  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  some  facts  with  which  you  seem  but  imperfectly  ac- 
quuitted,  and  upon  full  eonsideration  o/  the  ease,  become  satisfied  of 
die  justice  of  the  claim. 
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The  delay  which  has  occurred  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  has  been  occasioned  by-my  anxious  desire  to  get  all  the 
information  I  possibly  could,  in  relation  to  the  several  matters  em- 
braced in  your  inquiries,  I  have  done  so,  and  I  now  present  the 
following  statements  and' remarks :' 

1.  There  is  no  endorsement  on- the  $500,000  of  Pensacola  Bank 
bonds,  except  that  df  the  Territory  of  Florida,  making  them  payable 
to  bearer,  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest, 
and  pledging  the  faith  of  the  Territory  for  their  r^eimbursement. 

2.  The  interest  on  these  bonds  is  payable  agreeably  to  their  tenor, 
at  the  place  named  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  which  Bank  selected 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  the  place  of  payment ;  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stated  agreed  to  remit  the  amount  of  interest, 
when  received,  to  Messrs.  Gowan  &  Marx,  of  London.  A  printed 
copy  of  the  agreement  is  herewith  transmitted. 

3.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  never  was  a  holder  of  these 
bonds,  and  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  their  purchase  or  sale 
either  in  the  United  States  or  Europe. 

4.  The  books  of  this  Bank  do  not' enable/me  to  say  whether  our 
agent  in  London  was  or  was  not  a  memjber  of  the  "  Pensacola  As- 
sociation," or  a  shareholder  in  the  "  Bank  of  Pensacola."  I  deem 
it,  however,  an  act  of  justice  to  him,  and  to  this  Bank,  to  mention 
the  facts  connected  with  the  two  payments  of  interest,  for  which 
we  are  now  expecting  reimbursement,  under  the  guarantee  bf  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

The  first  payment  of  this  sort,  by  our  London  Agent,  was  in  be- 
half of  the  state  of  Mississippi.  The  interest  which  fell  due  in 
.October,  1839,  on  bonds  of  that  state,  and  which  had  always  hereto- 
fore been  paid  by  the  Planter's  Bank  of  Mississippi,  it  appeared  had 
not  been  paid  in  New  York  ;  and  the  Phoenix  Bank  of  New  York, 
which  was  under  an  agreement  to  remit  to  London  the  interest 
when  received,  had  therefore  not  made  any  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment in  London.  Our  London  Agent  was  then  called  upon  by 
some  of  the  leading  Houses  interested  in  American  business,  who 
united  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  extremely  important  that  the  honor 
of  the  state  should  be  protected  by  an  interference  in  its  behalf. — 
In  consequence,  he  advanced,  in  January,  1840,  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  pa3rment  of  this  interest,  not  doubting  that  when  the  Legis- 
lature of  Mississippi  met,  provision  for  payment  would  be  prompts 
ly  made. 

In  April,  1840,  three  months  afterwards,  a  similar  state  of  facts 
was  found  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  Florida  bonds.  The  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  having  failed  to  provide  the  interest  due  in  January,  1840, 
and  payable  in  London  in  about  three  months  afterwards,  according 
to  the  usual  course  of  remittances,  our  London  Agent,  influenced  by 
what  had  already  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  Mississippi  interest 
in  January,  urged  by  eminent  'Houses  in  London  and  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  guided  also  by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Directors  of  this 
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Bank,  who  was  then  in  London  on  a  special  mission,  interposed, 
and  paid  the  interest  for  the  honor  of  Florida  under  the  same  con- 
fidence that  the  Legislature  would  repay  the  adrance  when  called 
upon.  This  payment  made  on  the  11th  April  constitutes  our  first 
claim  on  the  Territory. 

The  second  payment  for  the  honour  of  Florida,  was  ifiade  in 
London  on  the  22d  October,  1840,  being  for  the  interest  due  in  Ju- 
ly preceding.  This  payment  was  made  in  the  absence  of  our  Agent 
from  London,  and  under  express  instructions  given  by  this  Bank  in 
a  letter  written  in  the  month  of  September  of  that  year.  The  Bank 
thus  formally  approved  the  motives  which  had  influenced  its  Lon- 
don Agent  in  making  the  former  payment,  and  gave  another  evi- 
dence of  its  desire  to  protect  the  honor,  and  of  its  reliance  on  the 
guarantee  of  the  Territory  of  Florida.  * 

It  is  plain,  from  what  I  have  stated,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  entire  confidence  in  the  liability  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  in  ques- 
tion. That  confidence  was  inspired  by  the  tenor  of  the  bonds 
themselves.  It  would  seem  hardly  possible  to  use  language  more 
clear  and  explicit  on  the  point,  than  is  used  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  in  his  endorsement  upon  these  bonds.  It  was  in  the  full 
persuasion  of  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Territory,  that  the 
bonds  were  purchased  .both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  ;  and  no 
other  proof  of  this  need  be  required  than  the  fact  that  they  were 
taken  without  any  other  endorsement  than  that  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  as  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  mark,  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
hardship  upon  the  holders  of  these  bonds,  scattered,  as  they  are,  all 
over  Europe,  to  be  compelled  to  prosecute  their  claims  in  a  distant 
land ;  and  be  exposed  to  a  protracted  and  uncertain  litigation,  when, 
in  fact,  it  is  admitted  that  the  faith  of  the  Territory  is  pledged  for 
the  payment ;  aod  when  it  appearo,  too,  that  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
was  required,  at  the  time  of  the  endorsement  of  the  first  bonds  given, 
to  hypothecate  to  the  Territory  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  Bank, 
and  all  its  property,  real  and  personal ;  and  preference  was  given  to 
the  said  hypothecation  over  all  other  claims  and  liens.  By  virtue 
of  this  general  hypothecation  the  Territory  is  invested  with  every 
means  of  protection  and  indemnification ;  and  likewise,  with  the 
power  of  rendering  all  proceedings  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
utterly  nugatory. 

Let  me  again  recommend  the  claim  of  the  Bank  to  your  favora- 
ble consideration.        I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  ROBERTSON,  Preset. 

To  Gen.  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 
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BANK  OF  PENSACOLA,  AND  FLORIDA  SIX  PER  CENT.  STOCK. 

Agreement  and  Coupons  relating  to  the  payment  of  the  interest^  in 
London^  on  the  Bond  of  the  Sank  of  rensacola  and  Territory  of 
Florida. . 

Letter        No.        .    One  Thousand  Dollars. 

Whereas  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  has  engaged  to  pay  half  yearly 
at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  Philadelphia,  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  a  bond  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacc^a 
guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
letter    No.    ,  to  wit : — 

Thirty  dollars  on  the  Ist  day  of  January  and  the  1st  day  of  July 
in  each  year,  fromrthe  date  thereof  until  payment  of  the  said  princi- 
pal sum.  It  is  agreed  between  the  President  and  Directors  of  said 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  Gowan  &  Marx,  of  London,  that 

rthe  requisition  of  the  holder  of  the  above  named  bond,  letter 
,  being  duly  filed  with  the  said  Bank,  the  said  Bank  will,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  remit  the  interest  on 
the  said  bond  as  receiyed  by  them,  a^  the  current  rate  of  exchange, 
to  the  said  London  House  ;  and  the  said  Gowan  &  Marx  do  engage 
to  pay  over  the  etaid  half  yearly  interest  so  remitted,  when  received 
by  them  in  money,  on  presentation  of  the  Coupons  at  foot,  to  which 
the  said  interest  shall  relate,  deducting  for  aU  charges,  in  London 
and  Philadelphia,  one  per  cent,  (whidi  includes  guarantee  of  bill , 
remitted),  on  the  amount  of,  such  pa3rment.  The  holder  of  this 
agreement,  and  Coupons  annexed  thereto,  may,  at  any  time,  deliver 
the  same  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  Philadelphia,  and  afler 
such  delivery  the  interest  received  by  the  Bank  from  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  on  account  of  the  said  bond  herein  mentioned,  will  be 
payable  in  Philadelphia,  conformably  to  the  origin^  provisions 
thereof. 


Cash'r  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  in  Philadelphia. 
Attorneys  for  Gowan  &  Marx,  Philadelphia. 


Which  was  read,  and  ordered  printed.  Also,  the  following  mes- 
sage : 

Tallahassee,  25th  February,  1842. 

To  tlie  Legislative  Council  (f  Florida : 

Grentlemen : — ^I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the 
lands  granted  by  Congress  to  this  Territory  for  the  support  of  a 
seminary  of  learning.  These  lands  have  been  advantageously  lo- 
cated in  small  tracts,  in  differeat  parts  of  the  Territory,  and  possess 
high  value.  Settlements  have  been  formed  around  them,  and  in 
some  instances  upon  them.    They  are  either  suffering  deterioration 
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from  trespass,  or  they  are  liable  to  suffer  damage  from  that  cause. 
I  therefore  respectfully  recommend,  that  some  provisions  may  be 
made  by  law  to  protect  them  from  any  trespass  calculated  to  impair 
their  Talue.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  business.  On 
motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until 
3  o'clock. 


*  Half  past  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  English,  "from  a  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
certain  communication  from  His  Excellency  the  Goremor,  made 
the  following  report : 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Goremor's  message 
respecting  an  act  concerning  free  negroes  and  free  mulattoes,  re- 
port sundry  amendments  to  the  biU." 

Which  was  read,  ai^d  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 


Monday,  Feb.  28th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjounm^ent. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Banks,  reported  without  amendment  ''An  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apalachicola,  ap-. 
proved  March  4,  1839." 

Mr.  Dupont,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Ac- 
counts, reported  favorably  to  a  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  John  BrawneU. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Berthelot  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee to  draft  a  compensation  bill. 

The  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  again  read. 

An  act  to  define  more  positively  the  jurisdiction  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  was  again  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  act  to  increase  ^the  fees  of 
Jailers,"  was  again  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  dte  sev- 
eral acts  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  was 
again  read.    * 
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A  resolution  respecting  the  election  of  Brigadiers 
General,  was  again  read. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Bank  of  Apalachicola,  approved  March  4, 
1839,"  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  John  Brawnell,  was 
again  read,  amended,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  res- 
pecting the  admission  of  book  accounts  in  evidence," 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary- 
Committee. 

Also,  "  An  act  to  authorize  John  A.  Pringle  to  es- 
tablish a  toll  bridge  across  Escambia  river ;"  which 
was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed.  Ordered,  that 
the  title  be  as  above. 

Also,  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  first  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Apalachicola ;"  which  was  read,  the  rule 
waived,  and  j)assed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

Also,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  renting  out  of  the 
School  Lands  of  the  Territory  f  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  resolution  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 
fortification  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews ;  which  was 
read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  the  following  Message  : — 

Tallahassee,  26th  February,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  have  approved  and^signed  the  follovring  acts  and 
resolutions: 

An  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  following 
individuals  (to  wit :  Samuel  Russell,  J.  G.  Blount, 
and  John  Lee  Williams,)  to  establish  Ferries  across 
the  Suwannee  and  St.  Johns  rivers,  at  the  places  be- 
low named." 

An  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  providing 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  the  County  of 
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Mosquito,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Feb.  2d, 
1838." 

An  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  John  R.  Chap- 
man to  build  a  bridge  or  establish  a  feny  across  the 
Chipola  river,  in  the  couptjr  of  Jackson." 

An  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apalachicola." 

A  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  ia  Congress 
to  urge  upon  that  body  the  necessity  and  utilifrjr  of 
erecting  a  Light-House  on  Cape  St.  Blag. 

A  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress 
to  use  his  influence  towards  obtaining^  an  appropria- 
tion  from  Congress  for  the  purpose  oi  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Choctawhatcnee  river. 

A  resolution  requesting  Congress  to  re-appropriate 
ten  thousslnd  dollars,  appropriated  in  1838,  for  con- 
structing a  road  from  Tallahassee  to  lola,  in  the  Ter^ 
ritory  of  Florida. 

A  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress 
to  use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  from  Congress,  du- 
ring the  present  session,  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  St  Augustine  to  PHatka,  on 
the  St.  Johns  river.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjoui|ied  until  to-morrow. 


TxTBSDAT,  Marcb  Ist,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Walker,  &om  the  dommittee  oa  the  Judiciary,  to  winch  waa 
referred  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  criminal  process,  reports  that  they 
regard  such  a  law  as  unnecessary. 

The  same,  from  the  same  committee,  made  the  following  repiOfti : 

*<  The  Judiciary  Committee,  t*  which  was  referred  a  bin  fiom 
the  House  of  Representatires  on  the  subject  of  the  udmissioii  ct 
book  accounts  in  eyidrace,-  REPORT— That  they  deem  ai^  legis- 
lative innorating  upon  the  established  rules  and  jnincipUs  oi  «Ti- 
dence,  which  is  the  effect  of  the  bill  in  question,  as  imcaUed  for 
and  inexpedient,  and  advise  that  said  bill  be  not  passed  into  a  law. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Chaimait'' 

19 
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Mr.-Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
as  correctly  enrolled  "  An  Act  conpeming  Roads,  Highways,  and 
Ferries." 

Also,  a  resolution  respecting  the  faith  bonds  and  guarantees. 

Also,  as  correctly  enrolled,  a  resolution  respecting  the  adoption 
of  means  to  prerent  the  running  off  of  property  mortgaged  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  faith  bonds. 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  a  Select  Committee,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  G.  Thornton. 

A  preamble  and  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  certain  Banks,  was  read  again. 
On  the  adoption  of  Uie  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Dupont,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Dupont,  M'Lean,  and  Walk- 
er — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Livingston — 3. 

On  the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  the  yeas  and  najrs  were  called 
by  the  same,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  M'Lean,  and  Walker— 4. 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Livings- 
ton— 4. 

So  the  preamble  was  adopted,  and  the  resolutions  lost. 

An  Act  to  define  more  positively  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  was  read  again,  and  referred*  to  the  Judiciary  Conmuttee. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  relating  to  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered  that  the 
title  be  as  above. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Brigadiers  General,  was 
again  read.  ^   On  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  ^ 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Livingston,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edward^,  Livingston, 
and  McLean — 6. 
Nays — Mr.  President  and  Walker — 2. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apalaphico- 
la,  approved  March  4,  1839,  was  again  read,  on  which  the  Senate 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  M'Lean  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  amended, 
which  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  again  read,  the  rule  waived^ 
and  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  fees  of  Jailers,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  in  relation  to  Criminal  Process/' 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  act  respecting  the  admission  of  bopk 
accounts  in  evidence,"  was  again  read,  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  concurred  in. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  G.  Thornton,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  act 
to  authorize  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Wakulla  Rirer,  near  St  Marks,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  receired  from  His  Excellency  the  Goremor  the  fol- 
lowing message : 

Tallahassee,  28th  February,  1842. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
accompanied  by  five  bonds  of  that  Institution,  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  and  endorsed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  that  company.  They 
have  been  returned  to  me  in  order  that  they  may  be  cancelled,  and 
I  communicate  the  intelligence  that  the  legislative  Council  may, 
should  it  be  deemed  expedient,  prescribe  the  form  and  manner  in 
which  it  shall  be  done.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  that  I  have  confident  assurances,  from  the  officers  of  this 
institution,  that  a  large  additional  number  of  these  bonds  will  in  a 
short  time  be  returned  to  the  Executive,  in  like  manner  to  be  can- 
celled. R.  K.  CALL. 


(COPY.) 

Southern  Life  Insurance  and*  Trust  Co.,  > 
Tallahassee,  Feb.  28, 1842.      } 

To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Company, 
held  at  theit  office  £is  morning,  I  was  instructed  by  them  to  return 
to  your  Excellency  the  accompanying  sterling  certificates  of  this 
company,  being  five  in  number,  viz  :  No.  40,  41,  42,  43,  and  344, 
endorsed  by  the  Territory,  for  Uie  purpose  of  being  cancelled ;  and 
they  further  instruct  me  to  ask  your  Excellency  to  communicate  this 
fact  to  the  Legislative  Council  to-day,  if  convenient.  As  soon  as 
more  are  received,  they  will  be  transmitted  in  like  manner.  , 
I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  HAMMOND,  Ass't  Cashidr. 

Which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  the  President,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Banks  and  Finance,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
prescribing  the  mode  of  cancellation  requiring  that  no  more  bonds 
or  guarantees  shall  be  given  to  any  corporation,  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  a  sub- 
stitute for  "  An  act  for  the  protection  of  Mortgagees  f  which  was 
read,  and  adopted. 

Also,  aspMsed,  "An  act  to  prevent  trespasses  pn  Uiiiversity 
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Lands ;"  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed.  Ordered, 
that  the  title  be  as  above. 

Also,  "  An  act  to  restrict  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  oa 
the  subject  of  Bail,"  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Also,  a  resolution  requesting  Congress  to  make  the  town  of  Mil* 
ton  a  port  of  entry ;  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Wil- 
liams. 

Also,  as  passed  as  amended,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Senators.**  On  concurring  in  the  amend- 
mehts,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dapont  and  Ed- 
wards, and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Livingston, 
M'Lean,  and  Walker — 6. 

Na)rs — Messrs.  Dupont  and  Edwards — 2. 

So  the  amendments  were  concuned  in. 

Also,  a  resolution  for  the  establishment  of  a  Post  Office  at 
Blountstown,  on  the  Apalachicola  river;  which  was  read,  and 
adopted. 

Also,  "  An  act  to  amepd  an  act  relating  to  executors  and  admin- 
istrators ;"  which  was  twice  read.  On  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  President  and 
Mr.  Dupont,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston, 
and  Walker — 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President  and  Mr.  M'Lean — 2, 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Also,  *'  An  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Pensa- 
cola  ;**  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived, '  and  passed.  Ordered, 
thai  the  title  be  as  above. 

Also,  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  how  in  force  regu- 
lating the  partition  of  property ;"  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  four  o'clock. 


Four  o'clock. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein  nam^," 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ^Berthelot  moves  that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  hare 
leave  at  any  time  during  the  remainder  of  the  session  to  make  their 
report ;  which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  ae 
correctly  enrolled,  <'  An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free 
negroes  or  mulattoes  to  this  Tenitory,  and  for  other  purposes.'* 

Mr.  Berthelot  moves  that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  BiHs  of 
both  Houses  be  jiemiitted  to  have  a  conference  in  relation  to  an  act 
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entitled  *'  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same" 
— which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Also,  "  An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  Ferry 
across  the  Escambia  river  f  which  was  read, .and  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

Also,  '*  An  act  respecting  Executions ;"  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered for  to-morrow*. 

The  President  presented  to  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the 
Conmiissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund ;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  receired  from  the  House  as  passed,  an  act  to  estab- 
lish a  court  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  by 
slaves  and  free  persons  of  color. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Also,  a  substitute  for  an  act  in  relation  to  public  elections. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 

called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Edwards,  and  were — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Cooper  and  Edwards — 2. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Livingston, 
M'Lean,  and  Walker— 6. 
,  So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  M'Lean  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  *'  An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  holdini;  Court  in  the  Apa- 
lachicola  District." 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  McLean  were 
appointed  said  committee.  Who  returned  and  reported  the  recep- 
tion of  said  bill. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  said  bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  whioh  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean  said  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. Messrs.  McLean,  Dupont  and  Walker  were  af^inted  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Dupont  asked  and  obtained  leave  to.be  discharged  from  the 
committee  on  jcompensation.  Mr.  Livingston  was  appointed  in  his 
etead. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  "  An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act 
concerning  improvements  made  on  public  land^,"  was  taken  from 
the  table,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be 
as  iibove. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  suasion  on  Executive  nominations. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  un- 
til to-morrow. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


168 

Wednesday,  March  2d,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of  Solomon  Zipperer,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  following 
reports  : 

"  The  Judiciary  Committee  report  to  the  Senate,  without  amend- 
ment, "  An  act  to  restrict  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the 
subject  of  bail ;  and  they  report  unfavorably  of  an  act  to  deEne  more 
particularly  the  jurisoiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  and  also  un- 
favorably of  an  act  respecting  the  partition  of  property,  for  the  rea- 
son and  on  the  ground  of  impropriety  and  inexpediency. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Ch'n." 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color,''  was  read  a 
second  time. 

"  An  act  respecting  Executions,"  was  read  a  seeond  time. 

"  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 
the  Escambia  river,"  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed.  Or- 
dered, that  the  title  be  as  above.  ' 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named,"  was 
again  read,  and  passed.     Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senatcr  received  from  the  House,  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled .'*  An  act  respecting  securities  ;"  which  was  read,  and  refened 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  limitations  of  actions ;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  resolution  requesting  an  appropriation  for  constructing  a 
road  from  Monticello  to  Port  Leon ;  which  was  read,  the  rule  wai- 
ved, and  adopted. 

Also,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  a  State  Government ;  which  was 
read. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  executors  and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain 
cases,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  ;"  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  Senate's  resolution,  giving  certain  instructions  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  following  message  : 

"  Mr.  Berthelot  moves  that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  of, 
both  Houses  be  permitted  to  have  a  conference  in  relation  to  "  An 
act  entitled  an  act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  ^11  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same" 
— which  was  concurred  in.  '  J.'S.  ROBINSON, 

Sec'y  Senate. 
Read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

H.  ARCHER,  Chief  Clerk. 
March  1, 1842. 
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House  of  Refreskntatives,  } 
Malrch  1st,  1842.      ) 
The  House  insist  on  their  substitute  for  the  Senate's  bill  relating 
to  public  elections,  and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Lancaster,  West-  - 
cott,  and  Stephens,  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  differences  of  the  two  Houses  op  said  bill. 

Attest,  H.  ARCHEll,  Chief  Clerk  H.  of  R. 

Which  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Livings- 
ton and  McLean  appointed  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

"An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  now  in  force  regulating 
the  partition  of  property,"  was  read,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  to  define  more  positively  the  jurisdiction 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace,"  was  read ;  on  which  the  Senate  wefnt 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Edwards  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and.  reported  a  substitute  for  said 
bill,  which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  read  and 
pas$ed.  Ordered,  that  the  title  be  "  An  act  concerning  jurisdiction 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace." 

"  An  act  to  restrict  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the 
subject  of  bail,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled  a  resolution  authorizing  and  requiring  the  auditor 
to  audit  and  pay  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams  the  sum  of  sixty-three 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

Also,  an  act  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  number  of 
Senators." 

Also,  *'  An  act  for  the  protection  of  mortgagees." 

Mr.  Livingston  introduced  '*  An  act  to  aumorize  Solomon  Zipper- 
er  to  establiah  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  river ;  which  was  or- 
dered for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 


8  o'clock,  p.  M. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  being  no 
quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursdat,  March  3d,  1842. 
The  Senate  met  pursutmt  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

"  The  Judiciary  Committee  report  to  the  Senate  as  unfavorably 
considered,  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitl^ed  "An  act  to  authorize  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases ;"  also, 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  concerning  limitations  of  actions. 
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They  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  ^  An  act  respecting  securities." 

GEO.  WALKER,  Ch'n.'' 

Mr.  M'Lean,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  Act  to  alter 
and  fix  the  terfis  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  the  Apalachicola  Dis* 
trict,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  REPORT — ^That 
the  Committee  disagree,  and  ask  to  submit  the  same  to  the  Senate, 
with  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same.  D.  G.  MCLEAN, 

Chairman  Select  Connnittee." 

Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the 
following  report : 

"  The  Enrolling  Committee  of  the  Senate,  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Enrolling  Committee  of  the  House  in  regard  to  "  An  Act 
to  organize  and^  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same,''  beg  leave  to 
REPORT — That  they  have  performed  that  duty,  and  have  made 
the  necessary  corrections  in  said  bill,  and  now  report  said  bill  as 
correctly  enrolled.  J.  A.  BERTHELOT, 

Ch'n  Committee  of  the  Senate." 

*The  same,  from  the  Committee  on  Finanoe  and  Banks,  reported 
^  An  act  prescribing  the  manner  of  cancelling  the  faith  bonds  and 
guarantees." 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  po8q>oned. 

*'  An  act  respecting  Executions,"  was  read  a  third  time.    On  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Coo« 
per  and  Dupont,  and  were — 
-  Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  and  Liviigston-^. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  M'Lean,  and  Walker— 4. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  preamble  and  resolutions  respecting  a  Slate  Government,  was 
read  again.  On  the  question  of  its  indefinite  postponement,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Cooper,  and 
were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Cooper — % 

Nays — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and 
Walker— 5. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  ^as  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolutions  giving  certain  instructions  to  tire  "Cbmmittee  of  the 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Territory,  were  again  read,  and  indefi- 
nitely pos^ned. 

'  *^  An  act  to  authoriz4i  Solomon  Zipperer  ^  establish  a  Ferry  on 
the  Suwannee  nver,  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  imssed.  Or-* 
dered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 
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A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  aothoriae  execntors 
and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,"  was  read 
again,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

"  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  concerning  limitations  of  acUons,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  hill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  securities,''  was  again 
read,  on  which  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Livingston  in  the  Chair.  AAer  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out,  which  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  4  o'clock. 


4  o'clock,  p.  M. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  being  no 
quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  4th,  1842. 

The  Senate  met  pupuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Mad- 
ison County,  together  with  "An  act  to  authorize  Cyprian  T.  Jenkins 
to  establish  a  Ferry  on  the  Withlacoochee  river ;"  which  were  re* 
ceived,  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  following 
report: 

''  The  Judiciary  Committed  report  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  restrict 
the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the  subject  of  bail ;  and  for- 
bear from  any  remarks,  as  they  are  doubtful  as  to  its  merits. 

They  also  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  renting  out  the  school  lands,, 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  acts  now  in  force  on  that  subject  «eem 
to  be  sufllcient.  GEO.  WALKER,  Ch'n." 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: ^ 

'*  The  select  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee from  the  House,  on  the  subject  of  the  Election  laws,  report 
that  the  two  committees  are  unable  to  agree,  and  ask  to  be  permit- 
ted to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Senate  ;  and  also  ask  to  be  dia- 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

M.  LIVINGSTON,  Ch'n." 

Which  was  granted. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  following  message : 

House  of  Represbntatives,  > 
March  2d,  1842.      ) 
The  House  concurs  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  on  the  re- 
ported preamble  and  resolution  on  the  accounts  of  Walker  Anderson 
and  others. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
striking  out  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled  '<  An  act  to  in- 

20 
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coipofale  die  Bank  of  Apaholdcola,'*  Mid  inteKiiig  the  3d  Mttion, 
as  proposed  hj  die  Senate. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  ef  the  Senaley  made  by 
strfldng  out  the  8d  section,  and  inseithig  aa  a  substitute  therefor 
section  4th  of  the  Senate.        Atteel,  H.  ARCHER, 

Chief  Clerk  House  of  Representati?es. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Senate  insists  on  its  amendments. 

AlSQi  as  passedi  **  M  act  in  addition  to  a^n  act  concerning  wlDs, 
letters  testamentary,  and  letters  of  administration,  and  the  duties  of 
executors,  administrators,  and  guardians— approved  Nov.  20, 1838  ;** 
which  was  again  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

AJso,  a  biU  to  b^  entitled  *<  An  act  the  more  effectually  to  sup- 
press tbq  issuing;  of  chaofe^iUs  or  sbin-plast^rs,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;"  which  was  reo^d. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  give  overseers  or  managers 
preference  and  lien  on  the  cropathey  superintend ;"  which  was  lead. 

Alse^  a  preamUa  and  lesolution  respecting  Biyden  Yanbaun ; 
which  was  read. 

<^  An  ad  pvescribing  die  HMwaev  of  oaAseUing  die  faith  bends  and 
guarantees,''  vsa  read,  the  nde  waived,  and  passed.  Ordw ed>  that 
the  tide  be  aa  above. 

<*  An  act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior  Couits  of  the 
ApakKihieda  Disirict,"  wa«iafakire«d,aad  indefoitely  postpoasd. 

"  An  act  to  audiorize  Cyprian  T.  Jenkins  to  establish  a  Ferry  ee 
the  Withlaoaifechee  river/'  waa  xead,  the  rule  waived^  sjid  passed. 
Ovdbred,  that  the  dt(e  be  aa  abom). 

'<  An  aci  te  piofida  for  rasliog  eut  the  SeheeL  Lands  ia  iUs  Tei- 
rilory,"  waa  Sgaiaread* 

^  An  aqt  10  restrict  the  peiwera  of  Justicea  of  the  Peace  soi  the 
subject  of  bail,'^  was  read  a  third  time.  On  its  passage,  the  yeae 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Dupoot^aed  were-*- 

YeMw^Mr.  Pfemdeiit,.MeB8ra.Benheiet  and  CQoper--*a. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  livingston,  M'Lean^  and  Walk* 

09>ii*D. 

So  the  bin  was  hisl. 

The  Senate  received  frooi  the  Heuse,  as  paased,  ^  Aa  act  to  au- 
thflriaeSolnBian  Zippeier  te  establish  a feity  on  the  Suwannee  river.'^ 

AlsOf  as  accepted,  the  substftote  of  the  Senate  for  ^  An  aet  res- 
pecting jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  die  Peace." 

Also,  duQ  foUQwiog  exessage ; 

HousB  OF  Representatives,  } 
March  3d,  1842.  J 
Rissolved,  by  the  Htmtse^  That  the  Senate  be  informed  that  the 
resotutibn  from  the  Judiciary  Oommhtee,  requiring  the  Committee 
on  die  state  of  the  Tsnitory  to  have  copies  made  of  alt  resolutions, 
reports  of  former  committees,  memorials,  &c.^  of  this  House,  or  of 
the  Senate,  was  sent  to  the  Senate  by  mistake,  and  that  the  action 
of  the  Senate  was  not  soHched  thereon. 
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Resoh$d,fitrik&r,  That  th«  Clmk  Cdmply  witk  said  tesblotiMi  as 
if  it  had  not  been  eefit  te  the  Senate. 

Attest,  H.  ARCHER,  Chief  Ctek. 

Alse,  resolntidtts  a^kiftg  eertain  etifytdfAiatfons ;  which  were 
read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  secret  sessf^n  dn  Etetutire 
nominations. 

On  motion,  the  doors  wers  tipened,  and  die  Senate  itdjoniMd  un- 
til half  past  7  o'clock. 

HjJJt  PdLSt  7  O'CIOCK. 

The  SeMle  mel  pufsuaat  tb  edioiiniineBi^ 

"  Aji  act  to  provide  for  the  renting  out  ef  School  Lands  in  this 
Territory,"  was  again  read,  and  lost. 

The-Senate  received  frem  tke  HeiiSei  as  paseed^  a  reeotution  for 
the  suspension  of  the  Revenue  ktwe. 

Also,  a  resolvtioa  for  the  relief  of  John  Bmwnell* 

Also,  ^  An  act  prescribing  the  manner  of  cancelling  the  failh 
bonds  aad  guaraSiees.'' 

Also,  "  An  act  to  suspend  the  Revenue  laws  of  this  Territojr ;" 
which  was  readi  aad  lost. 

Aiso^  <<  An  act  to  enable  execution  creditors  td  coUeet  theii  jndf- 
ments  out  of  stock  choses  in  action  of  defendants  in  ezeention,  er 
oat  of  property  to  which  defendants  nay  have  an  eqnilaUe  title 
only ;"  which  was  read. 

AIso^  <<  An  sot  respecting  lietts  of  osechenics  and  others  >"  which 
was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to^oMfiowi  8  o'clock. 


SAttmi^Y,  Mafth  ftth,  lS4e. 

The  Senate  met  ptiniuant  to  adjoemmenf . 

The  Senate  recerved  from  the  House,  as  passed,  **  An  a(H  to  the 
relief  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  Fernando  Lowe." 

On  ino<^  of  Mr.  HTLesn,  that  a  committee  wait  on  the  House 
to  request  a  return  of  <*  An  act  codteming  Ezeefitifl*s>'*  ibe  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  bv  Mm.  President  and  Mri  Cooper^  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont^  £dwardS|  lavingston,  and 
McLean-^. 

Nay»-*-Mr.  PreiiUent,  Messra.  Cooper  and  Walker — 3. 

Messrs.  M'Leaii  and  Livingston  were  appointed  said  conunittee  ; 
which  committee^  after  some  time,  reported  that  they  had  performed 
the  duty  assifned  them,  and  had  received  the  bill  (torn  the  Houee. 
On  ibli  <]iiestion  of  re  confide  ring  the  TOte  on  said  biU,  the  yeas  and 
naye  were  eaikd  hj  Messrs.  Walker  and  Liviagstcin,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dopont,  Edwards,  Livingsiooj  and 
McLean-^. 

Nays— Mr.  Presidenti  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Walker— 3. 
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Mr.  Beithelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bilb,  reported 
as  correctly  enrolled,  '*  An  act  to  aothorise  Sdomon  Zipperer  to 
estaUish  a  Ferry  on  the  Suwannee  river." 

Also,  *<  An  act  prescribing  the  manner  of  cancelling  the  faith 
bonds  and  guarantees." 

**  An  act  the  more  efiectaally  to  suppress  the  issuing  of  change* 
bills  or  shin-plasters,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  again. 

*'  An  act  to  give  oyerseers  or  managers  preference  or  lien  on  the 
crops  they  superintend,"  was  again  rcMl, 

A  resolution  respecting  Blyden  Yanbaun,  was  again  read. 

Also,  a  resolution  aslung  certain  appropriations  ;  on  which  the 
Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Berthelot  in  the 
Chair.  '  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  a  sub- 
stitute for  said  resolution,  which  was  concurred  in,  aiid  said  reso- 
lution adopted. 

"  An  act  to  enable  execution  creditors  to  collect  their  judgments 
out  of  stock  choses  in  action  of  defendtots  in  execution,  or  out  of 
property  to  which  defendants  may  hare  an  equitable  title  only,"  was 
again  read. 

"  An  act  respecting  liens  of  mechanics  and  others,"  was  again 
read. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  a  mail  route  therein  named; 
which  was  read. 

Also,  a  resolution  requesting  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
Capitol ;  which  was  read,  and  passed. 

'*  An  act  respecting  Executions,"  was  again  read.  On  its  pas- 
sage, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  President  and  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  were—* 

Yeas— Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  and 
M'Lean — 6. 

Nays — Mr.'  President  and  Mr.  Walker — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  fol- 
lowing message : 

Tallahassee,  3d  March»  1842. 
To  th$  Legishaive  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  approved  the  following  acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Council  at  its  present  session !— ^ 

An  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshal  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Blaekwater  River,  at  the  town  of  Milton." 

An  act  entitled  *'  An  Act  far  the  protection  of  mortgagees." 

''  An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  senators." 

A  Resolution  for  the  Relief  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  endeavor 
to  procure  an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  certain  bridges  therein 
named. 

An  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on 
the  waters,  and  in  the  hay  and  waters  of  Tanq>a  Bay." 
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'*^  An  Act  to  authorize  George  Branning  to  build  a  bridge  or  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  Black  Creek  in  Duval  county. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
best  exertious  to  endeavor  to  procure  an  appropriation  for  the  for- 
tification of  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews. 

"  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late  tax-collector  of 
Alachua  County." 

'*  An  Act  to  authorize  John  A.  Pringle  to  establish  a  toll-bridge 
across  Escambia  River." 

An  kci  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  incorporating 
the  town  of  Monticellp,  except  the  act  of  1831." 

*'  An  Act  to  authorize  Bryan  Sheffield  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  Suwannee  River,  at  the  upper  mineral  soring,  known  as  the 
White  Sulpher  Spring." 

A  Resolution  requesting  that  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  a  Naval. 
Depot  at  St.  Joseph,  and  (he  fortification  of  that  harbor. 

**  An  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  act  passed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  February,  1836,  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  the  Wauculla  Kiver,  near  St.  Marks,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

**  An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  Escambia  River." 

**  An  Act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  the  university  lands." 

*'  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Pensacola." 

''  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  relating  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors." 

'<An  Act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  concerning  improvements 
made  on  public  lands." 

*'  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack- 
sonville." 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure 
the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Blount  Town. 

**  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  first  Presb3rterian  Church  of  Apa- 
lachicola."  R.  K.  CALL. 

^  Messrs.  Livingston,  Walker,  and  Berthelot,  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  contract  for  the  printing  of 
the  laws,  under  a  resolution  passed  on  the  26th  February,  ult. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  as  passed,  "An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company ;"  which  was  read.  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  a  preamble  and  resolution  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  therein  named,  was  taken  up,  and 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  as  passed,  a  resolution  in  re- 
lalion  to  Indians,  &c. ;  which  was  read. 

'    Also,  **  An^  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
Auctioneers,  and  defining  tlwir  duties ;"  which  was  read. 

Also,  '*  An  Act  to  alter  the  law  regulating  the  taking  testimony 
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in  chancery  causes ;"  which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 
Oft  motion^  the  Senate  adjourned  mUl  half-past  7  o^Biock. 


Half  Past  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  met  pmrsnant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  a  preamble  and  resdntion  respect- 
ing a  State  Government,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among 
the  orders. 
^  Mr.  Walker,  ftfom  the  Judiciary  Conmnttee,  reported  as  amended, 
*"  An  act  to  alter  the  law  regtdattng  the  taking  testimony  in  Chan- 
cery causes ;"  on  which  the  Senate  went  into  eommittee  of  the 
whde,  Mr.  Livingston  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time,  the  committee 
lose,  and  reported  said  bill  amended,  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
passed.    Ordered,  that  liie  title  be  as  above. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  orphans 
of  Fernando  Lowe." 

The  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  a  State  Goveniment» 
was  again  read.  On  the  passage  of  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  by  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Walker,  and  were*— 

Yeas— Messrs.  Berthelot,  Livingston,  McLean,  and  Walker— 4. 

Nays'^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Edwards^S. 

On  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  the  yeas  and  t^yu  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Berthelot,  and  were-^ 

Yeas — Messrs.  Berthetot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  Mlican^ 
and  Walker— 6. 

Nay— -Mr.  President—-!. 

So  the  resolution  passed. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  die  fol- 
lowing message : 

House  of  Representatives,  > 
March  5th,  1842.     } 
The  House  iusiscs  on  the  substitute  for  Senate's  bill,  entitled  *'An 
aet  relating  to  Elections." 

The  House  accepts  the  substitute  of  Ae  Senate  for  Ae  resoIn6<Mi 
asking  an  i^ropriation  of  five  thousand  doUars  for  the  repairs  of  a 
Bridge  over  Hard  Labor  Creek,  Ac 

H.  ARCHER,  Chief  acrk. 

On  molioft,  the  Senate  adhered  to  tbeir  bill  to  he  entitled  "An  ad 
to  amend  the  several  acts  in  relation  to  Electioast  now  in  ibrco  ia 
this  Tenitory." 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  dM  whole  oaahiU  to  bem« 
titled  ''  Aa  act  for  the  OMnpensation  of  the  offioexa  of  the  Lc«iftla- 
tive  Council  £»r  the  session  of  1842,  md  (at  «lfaer  purpoeett"  Mr. 
M'Leaa  in  thd  Chair.    AftM  seme  timt^  the  cemtttiee  loao,  and 
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reporud  the  bill  aa  amended,  wbich  was  concttrred  in^  aaid  bill  read 
agaitt,  and  passed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House,  as  i>aa8ed,  "An  act  to  alter 
and  change  the  time  lor  holding  the  election  for  Representatives  in 
the  Legislative  Council  from  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Calhoun  f 
wbich  Was  read  and  amended.  On  its  passage^  the  yeas  and  na^rs 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Berthelot  and  Walker,  and  wer^^-* 

Yeas--*Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston.  M'Lean,  and 
Walker-^. 

Nays-^^Messrs.  Berthelot  and  Edwards — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Goveomor,  the 
following  message :-« 

Tallahassee,  5th  March,  1842. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir— 'I  have  examined  the  act  entitled  <*  An  Act  providing  the 
manner  of  cancelling  the  faith  bonds  and  guarantees." 

The  second  section  of  this  bill  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  object 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the  first,  and  appears  to  me  to  be 
unnecessary.  It  provides  **  that  no  Governor  of  this  Territory  shall 
hereafter  sign,  seal  or  deliver  any  bond,  obligation,  or  guarantee  of 
the  Territory,  or  purportingto  bind  the  Territory,  to  any  bank  or 
other  Corporation,  ^c."  The  Union  Bank  has  already  received 
all  the  bonds  which  it  is  entitled  to  receive. 

The  Bank  of  Pensacola  may  already  be  considered  non-existent 
for  every  purpose  contemplated  by  the  charter. 

The  Life  and  Trust  Company  has  received  all  the  gnaranteea  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  miless  it  should  hereaAer  pay  in  additional 
specie  capital  on  the  stock,  an  event  at  present  not  likely  to  ensne. 
But  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  when  it  is  returning  the  guarantees 
of  the  Territory  heretofore  received,  as  being  unavailable  and  use- 
less, it  is  not  very  probable  that  this  instimtton  ivould  apply  for  the 
endorsement  of  other  bonds.  Should  its  stockboldeTs,  however, 
make  the  additional  payments  on  the  stocl^  provided  fox  by  the 
charter,  this  institution  would  have  a  right  to  claim  the  guarantee 
of  the  Territory.  This  right,  acquired  by  the  irrevocable  grant  of 
the  government,  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  either  restrained  or  im^ 
paired  by  subsequent  Legislation. 

I  therefore  return  the  bill  unapproved,  and  respectfhlly  suggest 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  propriety  of  amending  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  second  section,  which  will  leave  an  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  object  indicated  by  the  title  of  the  bill. 

RICHARD  K.  CALL. 

Which  message  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  said  bill  returned 
therewith  was  reconsidered ;  and  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the 
Gorernor's  veto  to  the  contrary  notwithstanmnff,  the  y^as  and  pays 
were  called,  and  were — ^Yeas  8  ;  Nays  0  ;  and  the  roll  being  dul- 
ed,  the  following  members  answered  aye,  to  vrix  :-^Mr.  President, 
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Messrs.  Beithelot,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  M'Lean,  and 
Walker — 7.  And,  on  motion,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  directed 
to  wait  upon  Mr.  Cooper,  (one  of  the  Senators  from  East  Florida,) 
and  request  his  attendance  in  the  Senate-Chamber  to  vote  upon  said 
bill,  if  his  health  would  permit.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms  returned, 
and  reported  to  the  Senate  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  too  ill  to  attend — 
whereupon  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Mr<  Cooper's  apartments  to  re- 
ceive his  vote,  when  he  voted  aye  ;  and  the  Senate  returned  to  its 
Chamber,  and  it  was  ordered  that  said  vote,  and  the  bill  and  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor,  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  a  resolution  for  the  suspension  of  the  Revenue 
laws. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  following  message  : 

The  House  have  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  &c.  H.  ARCHER,  Chief  Clerk. 

The  Senate  also  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  their 
adherence  to  the  original  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  election  for  Representatives  to  the  Legislative  Coun* 
cil  of  this  Territory  from  Franklin  and  Calhoun  Counties.''  On  mo- 
tion, the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dupont,  "  An  act  to  organize  and  regulate  the 
militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in 
relation  to  the  same,"  was  amended  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  last 
section  '*  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next."  Messrs.  Du- 
pont and  Livingston  were  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
House,  and  explain  said  amendment.  After  some  time,  the  cpm- 
mitte  reported  that  the  House  concurred  in  said  amendment. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  fr^e 
negroes  or  mulattoes  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Also,  "An  act  to  authorize  Cyprian  T.  Jenkins  to  establish  a  Fer- 
ry on  the  Withlacoochee  river."  • 

The  Senate  received,  as  passed  by  the  House,  by  the  requisite 
majority,  against  the  veto  of  the  Governor,  "  An  act  prescribing  the 
manner  of  cancelling  the  faith  bonds  and  guarantees."  ^ 

Also,  as  passed,  witlitmt  amendment,  "  An  act  to  authorize  Cy- 
prian T.  Jenkios  to  establish  a  Ferry  on  the  Withlacoochee  river." 

Also,  as  adopted,  a  resolution  for  the  suspension  of  the  Revenue 
laws. 

Also,  &  resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  laws  ;  which 
was  read,  and  adopted. 

Also,  **  An  act  respecting  Marshal's  fees  ;"  which  was  read. 

Also,  a  resolution  giving  certain  instructions  in  relation  to  the 
Capitol ;  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  jpassed. 

Also,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  Judges  and  District  Attorneys  ; 
which  was  read^ 
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The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  following  message : 

House  of  Rbpresentatiws,  > 
March  5th,  1843.      ) 
The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate in  adding  the  11th  section,  and  hare  ordered  it  to  be  stricken  out. 
The  House  have  amended  the  10th  section  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  or^  and  "  is,"  and  by  inserting  the  words  "  one  or  more," 
and  Uie  words  "  or  they  be,"  and  the  letter  *'  S,"  as  noted  in  biU, 
and  concurred  in  all  other  amendments. 

H.  ARCHER,  Chief  Clerk. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  the  10th  section,  but  insist  on  the  insertion  of  the  J  1th  section. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

Tallahassee,  March  5th,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  deem  it  proper  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a 
letter  I  have  jiiat  received  from  Capt  George  E,  McClellatit  of  East 
Florida,  giving  an  account  of  a  succession  of  lodian  barbarities 
which  have  recently  been  committed  on  that  frontier.  From  this 
you  will  perceive  that  the  apprehensiona  I  expressed  in  my  annual 
message  for  the  safety  of  the  border  settlements  were  not  unfound- 
ed. In  addition  to  this  dialressiag  intelligeace,  I  hare,  within  the 
last  two  4.1  ays  J  been  informed  of  several  outrages  committed  by  the 
Indians  oa  the  exposed  settlements  to  the  west  of  this  place.  In- 
telligence has  also  been  received  of  an  attack  by  the  Indians  on 
two  companies  of  the  U,  S.  troops,  while  on  iheir  march  from  Tam- 
pa Bay  to  Fort  King  j  and  every  indication  continues  to  be  given 
by  the  Indians  of  iheir  unyielding  determination  to  remain  in  the 
country,  and  to  prosecute  their  murderous  and  predatory  warfare. 
At  no  time  have  the  frontier  settlements  been  more  unprotected  ; 
and  there  is  not  a  family  on  the  whole  southern  border  settle  menls 
from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  which  is  not  liable  to  ha  masacre- 
ed  and  plundered  by  the  savages.  The  troops  of  the  government 
are  now  retiring  from  the  Territory,  a  portion  will  remain  ;  but  all 
active  operations  against  the  enemy  are  to  be  suspended^  antl  unless 
we  can  organize  a  force  for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  settlements, 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  may  ensue.  I  have  already 
exhausted  this  subject  in  a  correspondence  which  I  have  had  with 
the  Secretary  of  War,  without  any  beneficial  result.  Our  delegate 
in  Congress  has  held  a  zealous  correspondence  with  the  same  func- 
tionary with  but  little  more  success.  The  impression  prevails  at 
Washington  that  the  war  is  over ;  and  that  many  of  the  depredations 
committed  on  the  frontier  are  the  acts  of  white  men,  either  associat- 
ed with  the  Indians  or  acting  alone,  prompted  by  the  desire  for 
plunder.  However  unfounded  this  belief  may  be,  as  I  am  sure  it 
is,  it  has  produced  an  unfavorable  impression  and  most  injurious 
consequences*  At  this  late  hour  it  is  not  practicable,  I  fear,  for  us 
to  devise  any  e^cient  plan  for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  settle- 
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meiitd.  But  lAte  %n  it  is,  I  woold  i^Bpeetiblly  suggest  the  propriety 
of  passing  a  resolMtion  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature 
with  reigani  to  the  necessity,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govem- 
jneat,  of  providing  a  more  efficient  defence  for  the  border  setdements. 
I  would  recommend  that  our  own  troops  be  engaged  in  that  service ; 
and  bad  I  the  means  of  supporting  them,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
employ  them*  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  war  will  never  be  closed 
except  by  the  settlement  of  the  country,  I  would  euggesl  that  the 
plan  I  presented  in  1838,  for  the  encouragement  of  emigrants,  be 
recommended  for  the  adoption  of  the  Government.  Had  this  plan 
been  carried  into  execution  the  whole  peninsula  would  long  since 
have  been  settled,  and  not  a  hiding  place  would  now  be  led  to 
shelter  the  savage  enemy. 

As  the  lateness  of  the  hour  precludes  the  possibility  of  present- 
ing a  detailed  plan.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  resolution 
referring  the  subject  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  Council  may 
be  pleased  to  designate,  with  authority  to  correspond  with  the  proper 
departments  of  the  Government  R.  K.  CALL. 

*'  LiTTLB  RivEiL,  Ccilumbia  Co.,  E.  F.,  28th  February,  1842. 
To  His  E^scellency  R.  K.  Calh  Governor  of  Florida : 

Six:  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  I  am  compelled 
to  inform  you  of  one  of  the  inoet  barbarous  acts  of  Indian  depreda- 
tion.   On  Thursday  last  at  noon,  seven  or  eight  Indians  were 
discovered  in  a  half  or  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  my  house,  making 
towards  a  neighboring  house.    I  immediately  sent  a  runner  to  that 
house  to  apprise  them  ;  and  ibrough  the  neighborhood  for  the  same 
purpose — but  before  the  news  could  reach  around^  a  Mr.  Richard 
Tulli's   family,   about  two  miles  from  me — ^he  being  absent  oa 
business — fell  victims  to  their  barbarity  in  the  following  distressing 
manner  : — The  lady,  Mrs.  T,,  was  shot  dead.     A  young  lady  who 
was  staying  there,  att©mpt*?d  to  run  off  with  Mrs.  T's  infant,  two 
weeks  old,  but  was  run  after  by  an  Indian,  overtaken,  knocked 
down  with  the  limb  of  a  tree  and  stabbed  under  each  arm,  (or  nearly 
so),  to  the  hollow — she  i$  yet  alive.     A  little  girl,  ei^t  years  old, 
was  shot  with  an  arrow  in  the  back,  the  barb  or  spike  made  of  iron, 
severing  00*  part  of  the  bono  and  lodging  under  a  rib — she  died  last 
night.    A  little  boy,  six  years  old,  was  shot  with  an  arrow  in  the 
back,  near  the  bone,  and  came  out  near  the  navel — ^he  is  yet  alive.. 
The  next  oldest  was  killed  dead  with  an^rrow — and  the  next  oldest^ 
a  boy,  was  shot  through  the  body,  and  died  on  Friday  night.    All 
of  the  children  were  shot  and  the  arrows  left  in  them,  except  the 
infant,  which  wa^  not  interruptod.  The  house  was  stripped  and  the 
Indians  made  their  escape.     I  pursued  them  the  next  day  with  24 
men,  but  did  noi  overtake  them  till  they  had  crossed  the  Suwannee; 
and  on  the  opposite  bank  they  were  discovered,  but  out  of  gun-^ot ; 
and  no  possibility  of  crossing  the  river.     Thus  were  we  disappoint- 
ed of  revenge. 

The  steamboat  that  came  after  the  troops  at  Fort  Macomb»  as  I 
am  told,  on  its  return  di@covered|  or  the  men  on  her  saw,  Indian 
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rafts  on  this  tide  the  rif«r,  aad  Milhaij  destroyed  them,  pursued  the 
Indians,  nor  iafornied  us  of  it  However,  Major  Raines,  at  Fort 
White,  came  with  the  Doctor  from  that  Fort  to  see  the  wounded  of 
TuOfs  family,  and  promised  to  do  all  in  Ms  power  for  us.  On 
receiving  information  of  this  murder  he  sent  for  aid  to  Camp  Fan- 
i^ing ;  and  a  company  of  Dragoons  were  immediately — or  as  soon 
as  possible— and  relumed  to  Camp  F.,  to  recross  the  river  and  come 
up  after  them,  But,  alas  \  it  is  too  latt.  They  cannot,  I  fear,  over* 
take  them. 

Yesterday,  about  ten  in  the  momina,  they  made  an  attack  on  Mr. 
Ostein's  house,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Natural  Bridge,  on 
Santa  Fee  river,  killed  Mrs.  0.,  and  was  still  firing  on  the  house 
when  the  express  left  for  Alligator.  The  particulars  of  this  trans- 
action are  yet  to  be  learned.  I  fear  the  worst,  I  start  off  again 
to«morrow,  after  them.  Signs  were  discovered  within  a  few  miles 
of  this,  one  day  since.  Unless  we  get  aid  qpeedily  the  country  must 
be  abandoned.  Not  a  soldier  is  on  the  frontier  of  me  country,  except 
at  Fort  White  leaving  Santa  Fee  and  Suwannee  free  for  them  to 
live  on.     This  is  protection. 

I  have  stated  tnis  much  that  you  may  be  correctly  infcxrmed  of 
matters  in  this  vicinity.    Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon, 
I  am,  air,  3rour  ob't  serv't, 
(Signed)  GEORGE  E.  McCLELLAN, 

Which  was  read,  when  Mr.  Dupont  offered  a  resolution  in  ac* 
cordance  with  the  foregoing  message ;  which  was  read,  the  rule 
waived,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  business. 

On  motion,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  Mr.  Berthelot  offered  the 
ibllowing  resdution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Jomt  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  to  inform  him  that  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  no  further  business  before  diera,  and  are  now  waiting  for 
any  fordwr  communication  which  he  may  deem  proper  to  make. 

Which  was  read,  and  Messrs.  Berthelot,  Dupont,  and  M'Lean,  ap* 
pointed  said  oonunittee. 

The  Senate  j^ceived  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
following  message : 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith.return  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  oompensation 
of  the  Legislative  Council  for  the  session  of  1842,  and  for  other 
purposes,^  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  estimate  for  appropria- 
tions, furnished  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  By  a  comoar- 
ison  of  these  papers,  you  will  perceive  that  the  appropriation  ooes 
not  correspond  with  the  estimate,  erthev  in  the  items  or  the  amount 
— that  injustice  must  be  done  to  some  of  the  parties  by  appropriat- 
ing more  than  will  be  furnished  by  the  Government  under  the  es- 
timate ;  and  that,  after  exhausting  the  whole  amount  of  the  estimate 
by  special  appropriation,  and  leaving  no  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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Governor,  the  act  pporides  that  ditt  Goreraor  dmll  be  authcmzed  to 
allow  three  hundred  dollars  to  a  clerk  for  making  a. copy  of  the 
Laws. 

From,  this  state  of  the  casO)  it  Jmut  result  that  theGoremor  wiQ 
be  unable  to  pay  the  clerk.  The  bill  is  therelbre  returned  disap- 
proved.  R-  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  a  joint  committee  of  conference  appointed, 
who  reported  the  bill  amended. 

Also,  the  following : 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 
I  have  approved  the  following  acts  and  resolutions  : 
<*  An  act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries.'' 
**  An  Act  to  authorize  Solomon  Zipperer  to  establish  a  Ferry 

across  the  Suwannee  river." 

"  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named." 

"  An  act  relating  to  offences  not  heretofore  designated." 

*'  An  act  to  organize  the  militia  of  the  Territory,  and  lepea)  all 

other  laws  in  relation  to  the  same." 

'*  A  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  an 

appropriation  to  repair  the  mail  route  from  Marianna  to  La  Grange." 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Fernando  Lowe.^ 
"  An  act  concerning  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace." 
"  A  resolution  to  suspend  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 

Revenue  laws  of  the  Territory." 
"An  act  to  authorize  Cyprian  Jenkins  to  establish  a  Ferry  across 

the  Withlacoochee  river." 
,  "  A  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  urge  the 

admission  of  Florida  itito  Uie  National  Confederacy." 

'^  An  act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free  negroes  or  nuilat- 

toes  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 
"  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  G.  Thornton." 
"  An  act  respecting  Executions." 
.  *'  An  act  to  alter  and  change  the  time  for  holding  the  election  for 

Representatives  in  the  Legislative  Council  from  the  Counties  of 

Calhoun  and  Franklin." 
*'  A  resolution  directing  the  Commissioner  of  the  oity  of  Talla* 

hassee  to  take  charge  of  the  Capitol."  R.  K.  CALL* 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  tendered  to  the  Pre- 
sident, William  H.  Brockenbrough,  for  the  very  able  and  impartial 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Which  was  read,  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  sine  die. 
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A  JOURNAL 

Of  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  CamcU  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida^  at  the  twentieth  Session  thereof  held 
at  the  Capitol^  in  the  City  of  Tallahassee^  beginning  on  the 
3d  day  of  January ^  A,  D.  1842. 


Monday,  January  3d,  1842. 

The  House  of  Representatives  met  and  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  G.  W.  Parker,  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  former  Legislative 
Council,  who  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor.  There  not  being  a  quorum  present, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  House  adjourned  until  Tues- 
day the  4th,  12  o'clock,  M. 


Tuesday,  January  4th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read.  The  Clerk  proceeded  to 
rail  the  roll  agreeably  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  and 
only  17  members  answered  to  their  names.  Mr.  John  L.  Mc- 
Kinnon  presented  the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  ot  the  Court  of 
Walton  County,  also  the  certificate  of  the  Executive,  declaring 
McKinnon  the  legal  Representative  of  said  County,  in  place  of 
Neil  McPherson,  as  proclaimed  by  the  Governor.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinnon accordingly  took  his  seat.  His  name  was  called ;  ma- 
king 18  members  present.  This  number  not  constituting  a 
qu6rum,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn  the  House  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  12  o'clock,  M.  o:,«zed..GoogIe 


Wednesday,  January  5th)  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  proceedings 
of  yesterday's  meeting  were  read.  The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call 
the  roll  agreeably  to  the  Governor's  Proclamation,  and  there 
being  twenty  members  in  attendance,  on  motion, 

Augustus  Steele,  Esq.  was  called  to  preside  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  the  House,  and  the  Hon.  Judge  Gibson,  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  for  Leon  County,  administered  the  oath  to 
the  following  members,  viz : 
From  the  Cmnty  of  EsatfnbuH^WiXYizm  W.  J.  Kelly* 
«  "  WalUm — John  L.  McSlinnon 

<<  <<  Joei^on*— Isaac  L.  Battle,  Luke  Lott. 

**  "  Qadsden-'John  W.  Malone. 

«*  «  Leon— Jamefc  D.  Westcott,  Daniel  Mc- 

Raeny,  Nath'l  W.  Walker,  Arthur  Burney. 
"  "  Jefferson — E.  E.  Blackburn,   John  L. 

Taylor. 
«  "  Madison — Sherod  Edwards. 

«  «  Hamilton — John  Bryan. 

«*  "  Columbia — William  Cone. 

«  "  -^4/acAtia— Charles  L.  Dell. 

*<  «*  Hillsborough — ^Augustus  Steele. 

**  "  St.  Johns — Franc'is  L.  Dancy. 

**  "  l>at»/—Joseph  B.  Lancaster* 

«  "  W^flwAAig/on— Washington  Tabor. 

<<  '<  AitMtfOtf— John  H.  Haddock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Speaker,  and  upon  counting  the  votes,  Nathaniel 
W.  Walker  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Speaker  was  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Messrs.  Dell 
and  Dancy,  whereupon  he  returned  his  thanks  to  the  House  for 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in  the  following  address  : 
Gentlemen, 
In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  1  assvre  you  it  is 
with  great  diffidence  in  my  own  abilities  to  perform  the  high 
and  important  duties  devolving  upon  it.  Inexperienced  as  I 
am  in  parliamentary  usages,  1  cannot  promise  yon  much,  but  so 
far  as  my  humble  abilities  will  allow,  I  shall  exercise  with  an 
eye  single  to  the  honor,  prosperit}*  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country,  keeping  in  view  at  all  times  the  high  and  important 
trusts  confided  to  us,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Florida. 
In  the  exercise  of  that  high  prerogative,  let  us  move  with  cau- 
tion, prudence,  and  wisdom  ;  and  with  as  much  unanimity  of 
feeling  as  the  nature  of  conflicting'opmions  will  allojit         t 
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I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  honor  you  have  this  day  conferred 
upon  me,  for  which  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks.  Believing 
it  has  proceeded  from  a  generous  confidence,  not  in  any  supe- 
rior abilities  of  mine,  but  that  I  am  zealous  to  do  that  which  is 
right  and  beneficial  to  the  people  of  Florida. 

Called  by  your  confidence  to  the  station  of  presiding  officer  of 
this  House,  I  shall  throw  myself  entirely  on  your  indulgence  for 
any  errors  I  may  commit.  Aided  by  the  wisdom  of  your  coun- 
sels, upon  which  1  shall  confidently  rely,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able 
to  discharge  those  duties  with  satisfaction  to  you.  Gentlemen  ; 
and  I  assure  you  that  no  efibrt  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting,  to 
prove  to  you,  your  confidence  has  not  been  misplaced. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  elect  a  Chief  Clerk  •f  the 
House,  an  assistant  Clerk,  Sergeant  at  Arms,  Door-keeper,  and 
three  Engrossing  and  Enrolling  Clerks,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

H.  Archer,  Chief  Clerk. 
M.  D.  Papy,  Assistant  do. 
S.  W.  Harrington,  Sergeant  at  Arms. 
Moses  Ellis,  Door  keeper. 
S.  J,  Perry,  ^         Engrossing 

Thomas  T.  Long,  >  and 

Sam'l  Russel,        )    Enrolling  Clerks. 
The  oath  of  office  was  ,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
3everal  officers  elected. 

Mr.  Steele,  of  Hillsborough,  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved f  That  this  House  do  novir  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Printer  to  this  House,  and  that  he  receive  for  his  work  the 
medium  price  for  the  last  three  years. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  S.  S.  Sibley  was  duly  elected 
Printer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott, 

Resdved,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  inform  Mr.  Sibley  of  big 
election,  and  take  bond  and  secuiity  from  him  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties. 

The  Senate  transmitted  the  following  message  to  the  House, 
vix : 

<<  On  motion  ot  the  Senate, 

<<  Resolved^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, informing  that  body  the  Senate  has  been  duly  orga- 
nized by  the  appointment  of  William  H«  Brockenbrough  as 
President,  J.  S.  Robinson  Secretary,  J.  W.  Poindexter  Assis- 
tant Secretary,  'A.  A.  Fisher  Sergeant  at  Arms,  and  James 
Barry  Door  keeper.'*  i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott, 
Resohedf  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
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that  body  that  this  House  has  been  daly  organized,  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Honorable  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  as  Speaker,  Hugh 
Archer  Chief  Clerk,  M.  D.  Papy,  Assistant  Chief  Clerk,  and 
S.  J*  Perry,  Samuel  Russel  and  Thomas  T*  Long  Enrolling  and 
Engrossing  Clerks,  S.  W.  Barrington  Sergeant  at  Arms,  and 
Moses  Ellis  Door  keeper. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Lancaster, 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  to  unite  with  any  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Senate  for  the  same  purpose,  and  that  said  Committee  be 
required  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  in  form 
him  the  Legislative  Council  is  now  organized,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  have  to  make. 

Messrs.  Lancaster^  Steele  and  Lott,  were  appointed  that 
Committee. 

Mr.  Cone  presented  the  petition  of  William  D.  Branch, 
claiming  the  seat  from  Alachua,  held  by  Mr.  Dell;  which  4vas 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weslcott  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas  A.  Long, 
claiming  the  seat  of  Luke  Lott,  for  Jackson;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Senate  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  Senate  have  adopted  the  following  Joint  Resolution, 
viz  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives be  directed  to  lurnish  their  respective  Houses  with 
such  Stationery  as  they  may  require,  and  keep  an  account  of 
the  same. 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

January  5th,  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  the  following  amendment  was 
made :  "  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  acting  for  the  Senate,  and 
the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  acting  for  the  House,  and  not 
Jointly."  Which  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday,  12  o'clock,  M. 


Thursday,  January  6,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

A  message  was  leceived  from  the  Senate  as  follows  : 

**  The  Senate  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  unite  with  the 


Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  both  Houses  aie 
now  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may 
have  to  make  to  them." 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  Mr.  Lancaster, 
from  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  to  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  reported  to  the  House  that  they  had 
performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Governor  would  be  ready  in 
a  short  time  to  send  in  his  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  Rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair. 
After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  Com- 
mittee obtained  leave  to  rise,  and  reported  the  following  Rules  : 

Rule  1.  The  speaker  shall  take  the  chair  every  day  precisely 
at  the  hour  to  whish  the  House  shall  have  adjourned  on  the  pre- 
ceding day: — Shall  immediately  call  the  members  to  order,  and 
on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum  shall  cause  the  journal  of  the 
preceding  day  to  be  read. 

2.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum — may  speak  to  points 
of  order  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for 
that  purpose,  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  House  by  any  two  members,  on  which  appeal  no 
member  shall  speak  more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the 
House. 

3.  He  shall  rise  to  put  the  question,  but  may  state  it  sitting. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  to  any  other,  or  oth:rwise  inter- 
rupt the  business  of  the  House,  or  read  any  newspaper  or  other 
paper,  while  the  Jourbals  or  other  public  papers  are  being  read, 
or  pass  between  the  speaker  and  any  other  member  who  may 
be  addressing  the  House. 

5.  Every  member  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the  chair 
standing  in  his  place,  and  when  he  has  finished  shall  sit  down« 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  de- 
bate on  the  same  day,  without  leave  of  the  House. 

7.  When  two  or  more  members  shall  rise  at  the  same  time, 
the  speaker  shall  name  the  person  entitled  to  proceed. 

8.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall  sit  down 
until  the  speaker  shall  have  determined  whether  he  is  in  order 
or  not,  and  every  question  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the 
Speaker  without  debate,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  House. 

9.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken,  the  ex- 
ceptionable words  shall  immediately  be  taken  down  in  writing 
by  the  person  objecting,  that  the  Speaker  may  be  better  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  matter. 

10.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  without  leave  of  the  House  first  obtained,  and  in  case  a 
less  number  than  a  quorum  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  send  the  sergeant  at  arms  or  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, by  them  authorised,  for  any  or  all  absent  members,  as  the 
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majority  of  such  members  present  shall  agree,  at  the  expense  of 
such  absent  members  respectively,  unless  such  excuse  for  Don- 
attendance  shall  be  made  as  the  House  (when  a  quorum  is  con- 
vened) shall  judge  sufficient. 

11.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall  be  se- 
conded. 

12.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded  it  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  speaker  or  any  member, 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  rei9ul  before  the  same  shall  be  de- 
bated. 

13.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  re- 
ceived but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  postpone  indefinite- 
ly, to  postpose  to  a  certain  day,  to  commit  or  to  amend ;  which 
several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  m  which 
they  stand  arranged,  and  the  motion  for  adjournment  shall  al- 
ways be  in  order,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn,  or  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble,'shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

14.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points,  any  mem- 
ber may  have  the  same  divided. 

15.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest  time  shall 
be  first  put. 

16.  When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the  same  is 
objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the 
^ouse  without  debate. 

17.  When  the  Yeas  and  Nays  shall  be  called  for,  by  two  of 
the  members  present,  every  member  within  the  bar  of  the  House 
at  the  time  the  question  was  put  by  the  Speaker,  shall,  (unless 
for  special  reasons  he  be  excused  by  the  House)  declare  openly 
and  without  debate,  his  assent  or  dissent  to  the  question,  ui 
taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the 
names  of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

18.  No  noember  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  on  any  question 
who  was  without  the  bar  of  the  House  at  the  time  the  question 
was  put,  unless  by  consent  of  the  House ;  and  no  motion  to  per- 
mit such  member  to  vote^  shall  be  in  order,  unless  it  sfaan  be 
made  before  the  House  proceed  to  other  business. 

19.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the  doors  of  the 
House,  on  the  decision  of  any  business  which  may,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  a  member,  require  secrecy,  the  Speaker  shall  direct  the 
gallery  to  be  cleared ;  and  during  the  discussion  of  such  motion, 
the  door  shall  remain  shut,  and  no  motion  shall  be  deemed  in 
order,  to  admit  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  within  the 
doors  of  the  Representative  Chamber,  to  present  any  petition, 
memorial  or  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

29.  The  following  order  shall  be  observed  in  taking  up  the 
business  of  the  House,  viz  :  1st.  Motions.  2d.  Petitions,  me* 
morials  and  other  papers  addressed  either  to  the  House  or  to 
the  Speaker  thereof.  8d.  Resolutions.  4tb.  Reports  of  stand- 
ing Committees*    5U).  Reports  of  Select  Committees.    6tb. 
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Messages  from  the  Senate,  lying  on  the  table,  and  lastly,  orders 
of  the  day  ;  but  it  shall  be  in  order  at  any  time,  when  no  other 
question  is  before  the  House,  to  move  to.  go  into  an  election  for 
officers  to  be  elected  either  by  this  House  or  by  joint  ballot. 

21.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  of 
the  majority,  to  move  for  the  reconsideration  thereof;  but  no 
motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after 
a  bill,  resolution,  message,  report,  amendment  or  motion  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the  possession 
of  the  House,  announcing  their  decision.  Nor  shall  any  motion 
for  reconsideration  be  in  order,  unless  made  on  the  same  day 
on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  or  withm  the  two  next  days  of 
actual  session  of  the  house  thereafter. 

22.  On  a  question  when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  for,  in 
the  event  of  a  tie,  the  question  shall  be  decided  in  the  negative. 

23.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  the  members  shall  signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  an- 
swering viva  voce,  yea  or  no. 

24.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  or  the  Speaker  ^ro.  tern,  shall 
have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  but  such  substitute  shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjourn* 
ment. 

25.  Before  any  petition,  memorial,  or  other  paper,  addressed 
either  to  the  House  or  to  the  Speaker  thereof,  shall  be  received 
and  read  at  the  table,  whether  the  same  be  introduced  by  the 
Speaker,  or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition,  memorial  or  other  paper,  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the 
introducer. 

26.  One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  an  intended 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  no  bill  shall  be  written  or 
printed,  except  by  express  order  of  the  House. 

27.  Every  bill  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  for  the 
appropriations  of  the  public  money,  shall  receive  three  readings 
previously  to  the  final  passai2:e  of  such  bill  or  resolutions,  and 
the  speaker  shall  give  notice  at  each,  whether  it  be  the  iBrst,  se- 
cond or  third  reachng,  which  readings  shall  be  on  three  different 
days,  unless  three-fourths  of  the  members  shall  otherwise  direct* 

28.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended,  until  it  shall  have 
passed  its  first  reading,  after  which  it  may  be  referred  or  a- 
niended. 

29.  At  the  second  reading  of  any  bill  or  resolution,  it  shall  be 
in  order  for  any  member  to  move  its  conunitment  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house;  that  it  lie  en  the  table;  for  its  indefinite 
postponement;  for  its  postponement  to  a  day  certain  not  beyond 
the  session;  for  its  commitment  to  a  standing  committee;  to  a 
•elect  committee;  or  to  amend;  which  motions  shall  have  pro* 
cedence  in  the  order  above  stated. 

2 
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**  80.  The  same  rules  shall  be  observed  on  the  third  as  are  re- 
quired on  the  second  reading  of  any  bill,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per,  except  that  no  amendment  shall  be  made  but  by  engrossed 
rider. 

31.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  amend  the  title  of  any  bill  or 
resolution,  until  it  shall  have  passed  its  third  reading. 

32.  The  titles  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as  shall  be 
eflfected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  inserted  on  the  jour- 
nals. 

33.  The  following  standing  committees,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  speaker,  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise,  viz :  a  committee  on  the  Judiciary;  a  committee  on 
the  Miliiia;  a  committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Acx^unts;  a 
committee  on  Claims;  a  committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges;  a 

.  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory;  a  committee  on  Corpo* 
rations;  a  committee  on  the  Currency;  a  committee  on  Agricul« 
ture;  a  committee  on  Internal  Improvements;  a  committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills;  and  a  committee  on  Elections. 

84.  AH  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Grovcrnor  to 
the  House,  shall  be  by  the  members  thereof  kept  secret,  until 
the  House  by  its  resolution,  shall  take  off  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy. 

85.  All  information  or  remarks  touching  or  concerning  the 
character  or  qualifications  of  any  person  nominated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  office,  shall  be  kept  secret.* 

36.  When  acting  on  confidential  or  executive  business,  the 
House  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Clerks,  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  the  Door  Keeper. 

37.  The  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  not  acting  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  as  concise- 
ly as  practicable,  care  being  taken  to  detail  a  true  and  accurate 
account  of  the  proceedings. 

88.  All  bills  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  for  the 
appropriation  of  public  money,  when  they  shall  have  passed  the 
House  after  the  third  reading,  shall  be  carefully  engrossed  by  the 
Clerks  elected  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Senate,  accompanied  with  a  message  stating  the  title  of  the  bill, 
resolution  or  other  paper,  and  asking  the  concurrence  of  that 
body. 

89.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  he  transmitting  the  same  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

40.  Messengers  may  be  introduced  at  any  stage  of  the  bim- 
ness  except  while  a  question  is  being  put,  while  yeas  and  nays 
are  being  called,  or  while  the  ballots  are  being  called  out. 

41.  The  Grovemor  and  Secretanr  of  tlie  Territory,  or  any 
former  Qovernor  or  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  Goveroora 
and  ex-Governors  of  States,  former  members  ot  the  Coaiicil» 
MambtniaiKl  ax-a)tmbers  of  Congress,  Members  of  the  CoDsti- 
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tutional  Convention,  and  the  Judges  and  ex- Judges  of  the  Supe* 
rior  Courts,  and  none  others,  shall  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within 
the  bar  of  the  House,  upon  being  invited  by  any  member  of  the 
House. 

42.  The  Clerks  of  the  House,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  the 
D^or-keeper,  shall  be  severally  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  well  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  their  respective  duties,  and  to  keep  secret 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  when  sitting  with  closed  doors. 

43.  No  bill  shall  be  introduced  into  the  House  on  the  last 
week  of  the  session,  nor  shall  the  above  rules  or  any  of  them  be 
rescinded  or  suspended,  unless  three-fourths  of  the  members 
piesent  otherwise  direct. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  two  hun- 
dred copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  as  follows : 

••  The  Senate  have  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution,  viz : 

**  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Aepresentatives^  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  be  directed  to  furnish  the  members  of  their  re- 
sp^tive  Houses  with  such  Stationery  as  they,  may  require,  and 
to  keep  an  account  of  the  same. 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 
Scc*y  of  the  Senate. 

January  5,  1842.'' 

Also,  that  they  had  coneurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  House, 
as  follows : 

**  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  acting  for  the  Senate,  and  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  House,  acting  for  the  House,  and  not  jointly. 

H.  ARCHER,  Chief  Clerk. 

January  5, 1842.'* 

The  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House,  by  his  private  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  Hawkins,  the  following  message : 

Oeatlemea  of  the  legblatire  Coaaeil : 

In  accordance  with  the  established  osa^re  of  onr  govemment  it  beoomet  mjr 
dvty  on  the  present  occasion,  to  ^ve  you  su&  information  as  I  possess  relative  to 
the  situation  of  the  Territory,  and  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  such  mess, 
vres  as  I  may  deem  essential  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  those 
whom  you  represent.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  it  |riTes  me  pain  to  inform 
you,  that  the  war  with  the  Semindes,  which  has  so  long  disturbed  the  tranquility 
and  retarded  the  setUement,  and  improrement  of  our  country,  still  continues*— 
Hie  painfol  regret  which  I  feel  on  tikis  occasion,  is*  howerer,  gMtly  alleviated,  by 
the  belief  which  I  entertain,  that  this  long  and  harassing  conflict  is  fust  approzu 
mating  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Under  the  present  gallant  and  enteiprising 
oemmander,  the  war  has  been  prosecuted  with  a  zeal  and  energy,  worthy  of  the 
Government  he  represents.  And  although  no  decisive  battle  has  been  fought 
the  active  raerations  in  the  field,  the  continued  and  harassing  pursuit  of  the  ene. 
my  during  that  season  of  the  year  when  the  army  has  hitherto  reposed  in  sum- 
mer  quarters,  has  produced  such  a  result  as  mifi^ht  have  been  anticipated.  The  In- 
dians,  finding  that  our  soldiers  are  ablo  and  wiUing,  to  encounter  every  fatiguo  and 
privation,  and  to  endure  the  burning  sun  of  summer,  as  well  as  the  keen  blast  of 
whiter,  in  order  to  drive  them  from  their  places  of  security  and  oouceaJment;  ma. 
ny  of  their  boldest  warriors,  with  their  families,  have  surrendered  and  are  now  ^pa- 
dy  to  abandon  a  country  in  which  they  can  no  longer  hope  for  successful  resistance 
•rsDjoy  nine  months  suety  and  repose,  during  every  year.    Serertl  Urge  detaeb- 
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ments  of  those  deluded  savaircs,  have  akeady  been  transported  to  the  West — 
Many  others  are  now  assembled  at  Tampa  Bay  for  emigration,  and  from  the  most 
recent  intclligcnee  it  is  believed  that  several  other  bands,  are  now  on  their  way  to 
that  place,  for  the  purpose  of  submittmg  to  the  anthority  of  the  Government  The 
principal  force  of  the  army  is  now  operating  against  the  enemy  on  the  verge  of  the 
everglades.  From  the  heavy  floods  of  rain  with  which  the  coimtry  has  recently 
been  deluged,  and  the  natural  barriers  it  presents  to  the  march  of  an  army,  the  ex- 
pedition may  not  be  entirely  successful.  The  enemy  may  for  a  time  evade  pur- 
«uit,  and  continue  to  wage  aXi  exterminating  war  on  our  border  settlers.  But  th« 
present  plan  of  operations  must  eventually  succeed,  and  from  the  determination  of 
the  administration  of  the  General  Government  and  the  unconquerable  Clergies  of 
the  commander  m  the  field,  we  may  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  day  of  our  deliver- 
ance is  at  hand,  and  that  within  the  next  twelve  months,  at  least,  the  last  sound 
of  the  war  whoop,  will  have  been  heard  in  our  land,  and  the  last  savage  wanioTf 
will  have  fallen,  or  have  surrendered  to  his  conqueror. 

During  three  years  under  the  last  administration  of  the  Government,  did  I  earn, 
•stly  argue  and  remonstrate  against  the  imbecile  and  fatal  policy,  of  the  army*s  re- 
tiring  into  summer  quarters,  and  leaving  the  enemy  undisturbed  masters  of  the 
field,  but  without  success.  It  was  continued  until  the  last  season.  For  the  safety 
of  the  country,  no  less  than  for  the  honor  of  our  gallant  army,  I  trust  it  will  never 
again  be  maintained  that  American  soldiers  are  too  effeminate  to  hold  any  field 
which  may  be  contested  by  their  enemies.  The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  Ar- 
my during  the  last  summer,  has  fully  established  the  fact,  that  the  troops  most  ac 
lively  employed  have  enjoyed  the  greatest  exemption  finom  disease. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislative  Council  the  frontier  settlements 
have  been  greatly  harassed  by  the  enemy.  Numerous  lives  of  every  ago  and  aex 
have  been  sacrifiecd,  and  much  Valuable  property  belonging  to  our  citizens  has 
been  destroyed.  As  the  best  defence  against  the  murders,  and  depredations  of 
the  savages,  I  have  continued  to  urge  with  energy,  both  upon  the  War  Department 
and  the  commanders  in  the  field,  the  necessity  of  employing  a  volunteer  force  as 
a  guard  for  the  frontier,  but  the  proposition  was  as  often  rejected,  as  presented. — 
And  it  appears  to  be  the  irrevocable  determination  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
the  commander  of  the  forces  in  Florida,  to  employ  no  other  than  regular  troops,  in 
the  future  operations  against  the  enemy. 

It  is  due  to  the  commander  in  Florida  to  say,  however,  that  he  has  placed  a 
very  ample  regular  force  on  this  frontier,  and  that  he,  as  well  as  the  officers  in 
command  of  this  force,  have  shown  all  proper  regard  for  the  safety  of  our  citi. 
zens,  and  that  they  have  promptly  adopted  every  measure  I  have  suggested  for 
this  purpose,  except  that  of  receiving  into  service  volunteers,  or  militia.  Su^ 
cient  posts  have  been  establislied  to  protect  the  travel  on  the  exposed  highways, 
and  for  some  time  past,  but  few  depredations  have  been  committed  by  the 
Indians.  They  are  known,  however,  to  be  still  on  our  borders,  and  I  am 
apprehensive,  notwithstanding  the  presence  and  number  of  the  regular 
troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  that  other  victims  will  be  added  to 
those  already  sacrificed  in  this  sanguinary  conflict  This  apprehension  is  ren- 
dered  the  more  painful,  by  the  reflection  that  we  are  destitute  of  the  necessary 
resources  to  avert  the  impending  danger.  Without  the  means  of  supporting  that 
description  of  troops  which  I  deem  so  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  we 
may  again,  (as  we  have  so  often  been,)  become  the  passive  spectators  of  the  man- 
gled  bodies,  and  the  burning  houses  of  our  fellow  citizens,  with  no  other  power 
Sian  that  of  bestowing  our  sympathy,  and  regret  for  their  suflerings. 

It  is  true,  that  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  I  have  authority ,in  cases  of 
emergency,  to  call  out  the  miUtia ;  but  without  the  necessary  supphes  to  support 
them  in  the  field,  they  are  rendered  unavailable,  and  this  autiiority  is  but  an 
empty  name. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  United  States  for  military  services  ren. 
dered,  and  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Grovemment,  have  generally  imd&t 
gone  the  necessary  investigation,  to  insure  the  payment  of  those  which  are  men. 
torious.  Accounts  exceeding  $800,000  have  been  examined  and  reported  on, 
most  of  which  will  be  paid.  The  Government,  no  less  than  the  officers  charged 
with  the  performance  of  this  duty,  has  shown  an  anxious  solicitude,  to  render  the 
most  ample  justice  to  the  claimants ;  and  it  is  beUeved  that  no  just  account,  aos- 
tained  by  proper  evidence,  will  be  rejected.  Funds  for  the  payment  of  most  of 
the  TQlunteers  have  been  remitted  to  the  Territory,  and  active  and  ikithfal  officexs 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


18 

ttre  preparing  to  disbtirBe  them.^   This  large  amount  of  specie  thrown  into  circular 
tion,  will  tend  greatly  to  relieve  the  present  necessities  of  the  country. 

The  Banks  of  the  Territory  continue  suspended  from  specie  paj^mcnts,  and 
participate  in  the  general  embarrassiiient  which  prevails  throughout  the  commu* 
aity.  They  are  equally  unprepared  for  the  resimiption  of  specie  payments,  as 
their  debtors  are,  to  discharge  their  obligations  to  them.  These  institutions,  so 
intimately  connected  with,  and  dependant  on  the  abihty  and  punctuality  of  those 
to  whom  accommodation  loans  have  been  made,  must  be  sensibly  affected  by 
«very  depression  of  the  general  prosperity.  The  Banks  are  indebted  to  the  indi- 
^▼idnals  who  hold  their  notes.  But  individuals  are  indebted  to  the  Banks  in  an 
exceedingly  greater  amount,  and  the  whole  community  is  affected  by  their  mutual 
embarrassments.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  great  depreciation  of  the  paper  of 
the  banks,  as  a  circulating  medium,  proves  the  embarrassment  of  the  people,  no 
less  than  that  of  the  Banks.  The  debtors  of  these  institutions  might,  if  they 
possessed  the  means,  purchase  the  notes  of  the  Banks,  at  a  large  discount,  and 
while  they  discharge  with  them  their  own  obligations  to  the  B<mks  at  par  value^ 
they  would  render  a  general  service,  by  withdrawing  from  circulation  a  depreci. 
ated  currency.  But  notwithstanding  this  favorable  opportunity,  of  paying  the 
debts  due  the  Banks,  while  their  paper  has  been  so  greatly  depreciated,  very  few 
it  is  believed,  have  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage,  and  have 
found  it  more  convenient  to  jom  in  the  general  denunciation  of  the  Bankn,  than 
to  pay  the  debts  which  they  owe  for  borrowed  money,  even  at  sixty  or  seventy 
oents  in  the  dollar ;  and  the  Banks  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  tbe  coersive  mea- 
sures given  by  law,  to  collect  their  debts,  and  thereby  withdraw  from  circulation 
this  depreciated  currency,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  universal  complaint 
However  inexcusable  those  institutions  may  have  been ;  and  however  greatly  they 
■lay  merit  pubhc  censure,  for  puttmg  in  circulation  an  amount  of  paper,  beyond 
their  means  of  redemption;  for  some  time  past,  at  least,  no  accommodations  have 
been  granted,  no  issues  have  been  made,  and  they  have  shown  a  laudable  desire, 
«nd  luive  made  every  effort  in  their  power,  to  withdraw  their  paper  from  circula. 
tion.  The  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  So.  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
will,  it  is  beUeved,  within  the  next  twelve  months,  have  collected  all  their  paper 
which  can  be  reached  by  process  of  law.  And  if  then,  as  is  most  probable,  they 
should  still  be  unable  to  pay  specie,  they  will  have  very  few,  if  any  notes  in  circa 
lation  to  pay. 

The  Bank  of  Pensacola,  I  regret  to  say,  is  perhaps  in  a  much  leas  favorable  sit- 
uation ;  and  may  be  the  cause  of  great  embarrassment  to  the  Territory.  It  appears 
£nom  a  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  conunenced  by  that 
iDititution  with  my  predecessor,  and  continued  with  myself,  (copies  of  which  are 
herewith  enclosed)  that  the  interest  on  the  Bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guar* 
«nteed  by  the  Territory,  and  due  the  Ist  of  January  and  the  Istof  July,  1840, 
amomiting  to  $30,000,  was  not  paid  by  that  institution,  as  required  by  the  terms 
of  the  charter,  and  that  to  save  (as  it  is  alleged)  the  honor  of  this  Territory,  the 
«gent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  paid  at  London  the  mterest  at  each  of 
these  periods.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  claims  of 
this  Territory  to  be  reimbursed  in  the  sum  of  $30,000.  The  letter  to  my  prede- 
eesBor,  ghring  this  intelligence,  which  was  the  first  received,  bears  date  at  Phils, 
delphia,  the  3d  of  March,  1841.  It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  persons  ac 
quainted  with  the  rules  of  punctuality  in  the  transaction  of  business,  should  have 
allowed  so  long  a  time  to  elapse  without  giving  notice  of  so  large  a  payment,  gnu 
tuitously  made  for  the  disinterested  purpose  of  saving  an  absent  party  from  dishoiw 
*  or.  And  this  part,  taken  in  oonnnection  with  the  history  of  the  case,  is  well  caL 
culated  to  create  a  doubt  whether  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  intended  origi- 
MaUy  to  look  to  the  Territory  for  the  repayment  of  this  sum.  Under  the  provisicm 
of  the  act  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
500  bonds  of  $10(K)  each  were  on  the  29th  of  April,  1835,  issued  and  en. 
dorsed  by  the  then  Governor  of  this  Territory.  The  principal  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  unider  the  name  of  the  Pensacola  Association,  on  the  2d  day  of  December, 
1835,  became  the  purchasers  of  these  Bonds,  and  by  the  articles  of  agreement  en- 
tered into  by  the  contracting  parties,  the  Baxik  of  Pensacola  stipulated  to  pay  the 
-interest  on  the  Bonds  semi-annually  at  Philadelphia ;  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  charter,  which  specially  requires  that  the  interest  shall  be  paid  at 
snch  **  place  or  places  within  the  United  States,  or  this  Territory,  as  may  be  deem- 
ed  most  expedient*'    By  a  subsequent  Mle  of  the  Bonds,  it  appears  that  the  vend- 
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en  have  bound  themBelves  to  pay  the  interest  ■emf..aniitial]7  at  the  coonting^ioaft 
of  MeawB.  Gowan  &  Marx,  of  London,  thoreby  creatmg  an  obligation  eewntially 
different  from  that  imposed  by  the  charter.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  agent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  who  paid  the  interest  on  the  Bonds  at  Londoot 
was  a  stockholder  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  bound 
m  his  individual  and  personal  capacity  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds ;  that  ho 
was  a  member  of  the  Pensacola  Association,  which  purchased  the  bonds,  and  as 
one  of  the  subsequent  venders,  had  incurred  the  responsibility  of  an  endcnaer,  an4 
when  it  is  also  remembered  that  he  was  a  party  to  the  contract  to  pay  the  mtereat 
in  London,  and  that  the  Territory  can,  under  no  contingency  which  may  arise, 
ever  become  responsible  topay  the  interest,  any  where  beyond  the  limits  of  tho 
United  States,  or  of  this  Territory ;  it  is  difficult  to  resist  the  conclusion  thatthd 
agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  paying  the  interest  in  London,  was  act- 
nated  much  more  by  the  desire  of  saving  his  own  commercial  honor  and  that  of 
his  associates,  than  by  the  disinterested  and  generous  purpose  of  saving  the  honor 
of  this  Territory,  which  could  not  at  that  place  at  any  time  have  been  placed  in 
jeopardy.  Under  this  view  of  the  case,  I  have  recommended  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  seek  indemnity  from  those  more  immediately  responsible  than  tho 
Territory  of  Florida. 

I  have  received  letters  from  Messrs.  Hope  &.  Co.  of  Amsterdam,  and  their  agent 
Mr.  For^tall,  of  New  Orleans ;  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  agent  of 

'tof  Peni 


Messrs.  Gowan  &.  Marx,  of  London,  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bimk  c 
cola,  claiming  interest  from  the  Territory  on  these  bonds  for  the  last  instalment  of 
the  year  1840,  and  askin^^  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
the  interest  afterwards  to  accrue.  A  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  these  gen- 
tlemen  is  herewith  enclosed,  frx>m  which  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  expressed  to 
them,  the  opinion  before  intimated,  that  they  must  seek  relief  from  the  Bank  of 
Pensacobi,  and  its  individual  stockholders,  before  they  can  have  recourse  to  the  re. 
■ponsibility  of  this  Territory.  I  have  deemed  this  course  most  proper  because  the 
bonds  were  issued  under  the  charter  for  the  exclusive  use  and  benefit  of  the  stock* 
holders  of  the  Bank.  They  were  their  property.  The  Territory  had  no  interest 
whatever  in  them,  and  became  the  endorser  merely  to  promote  a  private  enterprise 
for  the  construction  of  a  rail  road,  which,  had  it  been  completed,  would  have  been 
the  im>perty  only  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank.  They  are  rendered  liable  by  the 
charter  of  the  Bank.  They  have  had  the  use  and  management  of  the  funds  pifodo- 
oed  by  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  and  should  be  held  responsible  for  their  mismanage- 
ment. 

Another  reason  which  may  be  urged  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  is,  that 
the  most  of  the  stockholders  are  non-residents,  and  would  not  participate  in  the 
general  loss  which  our  citizens  would  sustain  if  this  debt  should  be  discharged  by 
the  Territory.  It  was  moreover  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  and  has  ever  been 
80  understood,  in  this  conununity,  that  the  responsibility  of  the  Territory  to  pay 
the  interest  and  principal  of  these  Bonds,  cannot  arise  until  after  the  failure  of  the 
Bank  and  its  individual  Stockholders.  This  too,  must  have  been  the  understand- 
ing  of  the  purchasers  of  the  Bonds,  when  they  required  a  stipulation  from  the  yen- 
dors,  at  variance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  charter  under  which  the 
Bonds  wero  issued,  and  proves  most  clearly  that  they  looked  more  immediately  to 
the  security  offered  in  the  wealth  and  commeroial  punctuality  of  the  vendofsof  the 
Bonds,  than  they  did  to  the  responsibility  of  a  distant  Territory,  of  a  foreign  pow- 
er.  The  vendors  of  the  Bonds  in  the  European  market,  could  bind  themselves  to 
pay  the  interest  semi  annually  in  London,  but  they  could  neither  bind  this  Territory 
or  the  Bank  of  Pensaoda  and  the  Bond  holders  must  look  to  those  with  whom  they 
•contracted,  before  they  can  seek  relief  from  this  Territeir,  which  stands  only  in 
Ihe  relation  ef  a  remote  endorser.  In  this  view  she  most  have  been  regoarded  by 
Ihe  Bond  holders,  as  the  interest  appears  to  have  been  paid  during  the  pmxl  of  four 
years,  without  our  knowledge  by  whom,  or  to  whom  the  payments  were  made.— 
At  the  time  I  recommended  Messrs.  Hope  Sl  Co.  to  proceed  against  the  Bank  of 
fensaoola,  and  its  individual  Stockholders,  that  institution  had,  and  it  is  believed 
•till  has,  valuable  assets,  which  might  be  applied  to  the  pajrment  of  the  interest  on 
the  Bonds.  And  although  they  possess  an  unquestionable  right  to  prosecute  their 
slainis  in  the  Courts  of  justice,  where  an  ample  remedy  might  be  obtained,  for  ev- 
■ry  delinquincy  of  the  Bank,  they  have  thought  proper  to  disregard  the  sugres- 
gestion,  and  have  renewed  their  demand  on  the  Territ(}ry.  Their  agent  Mr  For- 
festtUflnhii  lett«  of  the  7thof  November  kst,  ofltoas  on  uiraineiutoMtabl^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


15 

the  inmiediate  mpoiMibaity  of  the  Territory,  and  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  th« 
intereit  on  these  Bonds,  toe  repeal  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  to  increase  ths 
Capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  bj  which  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank 
are  rendered  liable  in  their  individual  and  personal  capacity,  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Bonds.  This  intelligent  stranger,  though  evidently  acting  under  the  ad- 
▼ke  of  persons  learned  in  the  law,  appears  not  to  have  been  aware  of  the  fact, 
that  no  subsequent  Legislation  can  affect,  or  in  the  smallest  degree  impair  the  le- 
ffal  rights  of  the  Bond  holders.  The  Bonds  having  been  negotiated  and  passed 
mtotl^  hands  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  for  a  valuable  consideration.  The  repeal- 
ing  act  of  the  10th  of  Feb*y.,  1838,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is,  by  the  10th 
pection  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  dead 
letter.  This  principle  will  not  be  controverted  in  any  legal  tribunal  of  our  country. 
The  bonds  bear  on  their  face  the  following  inscription :  "  For  the  faithful  pavment 
of  the  said  principal  sum,  and  interest,  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cda  is  pledged,  and  the  Stockholders  thereof  are  individually  and  permmally  li. 
able,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  charter  of  said  Bank.**  The  responsi. 
Irili^  of  the  Stockholders  is  a  prominent  obligation  of  the  contract.  The  namea 
of  the  Stockholders  at  the  time  of  negotiating  the  Bonds,  Biddle,  Jaudon,  Chan, 
oey,  Chase,  WUder,  and  others,  with  their  high  reputation  for  wealth,  commereial 
honor,  and  financial  knowledge,  was  worth  in  the  European  markets,  much  mfoe 
Chan  the  fidth  and  responsibility  of  Florida,  and  it  was  the  liability  of  these  per. 
■ons,  which  induced  the  the  foreign  capitalists,  to  make  the  investment.  These 
distinguished  names,  with  the  unbounded  capital  at  their  command  were  familiarly 
known  to  the  bankers  of  Europe,  many  of  whom  could  not  have  found  our  Territo- 
tory  on  the  map  of  the  World.  They  were  as  ignorant  of  our  resources  and  our 
locality,  as  we  are  of  the  most  inconsiderable  principality  in  the  E^astem  Hemis- 
phere.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  emphatically  declares,  that 
no  State  shall  pass  any  '*  Law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,**  and  under 
this  provision,  in  an  action  by  the  Bond  holders,  against  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February,  1838,  could  not  be  success, 
fully  plead  in  bar,  while  it  would  be  fatal  in  an  action  by  the  Territory  against  the 
same  parties.  The  Territoir  had  an  unqustionable  right  by  Legislative  enact, 
ment,  to  relieve  the  Stockholders  from  all  responsibility  to  her,  but  could  not  dis. 
charge  them  from  the  slightest  obligation  to  the  Bond  holders.  The  repeal  of  the 
8th  section  of  the  act  to  authorise  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola  ^reating  the  liability  of  the  Stockholders)  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of  Feb. 
mary,  1838,  so  fietr  from  supporting  an  argument  against  the  propriety  of  the 
Bond  holders  proceeding  by  an  action  at  Uw  to  recover  the  interest  due  on  the 
Bonds  frxmi  the  Stockholders,  offers  in  my  opinion  another  and  a  most  cogent  rea. 
son,  why  that  measuie  should  be  insisted  on,  most  earnestly  by  the  Territory.  If 
this  right  be  waived,  and  the  Territory  should  pay  the  sum  demanded,  it  might  not 
be  able  by  legal  process  to  recover  the  amount  from  the  Stockholders ;  as 
against  such  action,  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February,  1838,  might  be  pleaded  in  bar* 
This  act  was  introduced  and  carried  through  the  Legislative  Council  by  the 
address  and  management  of  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  its  Stock- 
holder, who  was  at  that  session  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It 
was  signed  by  me  with  the  opinion  I  now  entertain,  that  it  could  not,  in  any  de- 
ffree,  impair  the  rights  and  security  of  the  Bond-holders,  while  it  gives  additional 
ncilities  to  the  Stock-holders  to  prosecute  the  construction  of  the  Alabama,  Fk>ri 
da,  and  Greorgia  Rail  Road,  which  was  the  paramount  object  intended  to  be  ac 
Gomplished,  by  the  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and 
which  authorised  the  issuing  of  the  Bonds.  It  is  manifest  from  the  charter  itself, 
as  well  as  from  all  the  subsequent  Legislation  of  the  Tciritory,  that  it  never  was 
the  design  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  pay  the  interest  on  these  Bonds,  and  then 
to  collect  the  amount  as  a  reimbursement  from  the  Bank  or  its  Stock-holders,  as 
no  revenue  has  ever  been  raised,  or  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  ever  been  understood,  that  both  the  interest  &  principal  of  the  bonds  is  required 
to  hepaid  by  the  Banks  or  its  individual  Stock-holders,  and  that  the  guarantee  of 
the  Territory  extends  only  to  the  creation  of  an  ultimate  responsibility  to  pay, 
when  both  these  resources  shall  have  failed.  This  understanding  of  all  the  parties 
to  the  transaction,  is  most  apparent,  frx>m  the  fact,  that  the  interest  was  regularly 
paid  for  a  series  of  years,  without  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  being  apprised 
when  or  where  it  was  paidy  or  who  were  entitled  to  receive  the  payment  by  the 
pQMeesioQ  of  the  Bonds.    The  act  of  the  1 0th  pf  February,  1838,  could  be  produc 
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tive  of  no  injory  whatever,  either  to  the  Territory  or  to  the  Bond-holders,  who 
have  now,  as  they  had  originally,  the  right  to  demand  .«nd  receive  semi-annually, 
from  the  Bank  and  its  Stockholders  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds,  and  in  case  of 
non.pa3rracnt  may  proceed  to  collect  the  amount  by  legal  process. 

The  act  above  mentioned  was  not  signed  by  me  until  after  the  most  mature  de. 
liberation.  It  was  kept  under  advisement  for  a  number  of  days,  and  its  operation 
f\]lly  considered.  I  required  of  the  member  by  whom  it  was  introduced,  (knowing 
his  connection  with  the  Bank,)  an  explanation  of  the  object  intended.  That  ex. 
planation  was  satisfactory.  Finding  that  it  would  give  additional  facilities  for  the 
construction  of  the  railroad,  by  permitting  the  whole  amount  of  the  $500,000,  rai* 
■ed  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  instalments 
on  the  stock  of  that  company;  understanding  from  the  law,  and  the  practice  under 
H  for  three  years  preceding,  that  it  was  not  the  the  intention  of  the  Legislativ« 
Council,  that  the  Territory  should  become  the  collector  of  the  interest,  from  the 
Bank  and  its  stockholders,  for  the  use  of  the  bond  holders;  and  believing  that  the 
rights  of  the  latter  party  protected  as  they  are  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  could  not  be  affected  or  impaired  by  any  subsequent  Legislation,  I  gave 
my  approval  to  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February  1838.  Another  argument  urged  by 
the  bond  holders  why  the  Territory  should  be  considered  immediately  responsiDle  fti 
the  interest  on  the  bonds,  is,  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  has,  by  the  provinone 
of  the  charter,been  hypothecated  as  an  indemnity  to  the  Territory.  However  plaum* 
blethis  argiuncnt  may  be,  this  hypothecation  could  never  have  been  ocmsidered 
any  thing  more  than  a  nominal  security,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  institution, 
end  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended,'the  capital  of  the  bank  must  have  remained 
hi  the  possession,  or  subject  to  the  control  of  the  stock  holders,  through  the  direc 
tors  and  liable  to  every  misapplication,  and  injudicious  management.  The  Terri- 
tory could  exercise  no  control  over  it  without  defeating  the  object  intended  to  be 
accomplished.  Hence  it  has  been  exhausted  by  a  prodigal  expenditure,  leaving 
little  more  than  the  stock,  without  the  capital,  which  can  be  considered  but  of 
small  value.  The  stock  and  the  property  appertaining  to  the  Rail  Road,  was  by 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  also  hypothecated  to  the  Territory.  To  show  the  want 
of  respect  observed  by  tlic  stock-holders  of  the  Bank,  for  this  obligation  which  wee 
intended  as  a  restriction  upon  them;  after  abandoningthe  construction  of  the  road» 
without  finishing  any  part  of  it  (the  completion  of  which,  was  the  consideration 
which  induced  the  Territory  to  become  the  endorser  of  their  Bonds,)  without  any 
notice  whatever.  They  through  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  have  caused^to  be  re^ 
moved  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory  and  have  disposed  of  Iron,  Loco 
motives,  cars,.and  other  articles  amounting  to  $271,500.  After  this  breach  of 
good  faith  on  their  part,  I  ask  with  what  grace  they  can  attempt  to  shrink  from 
uieir  liability,  and  shelter  themselves  behind  the  responsibility  of  this  Territory, 
whose  confidence  they  have  so  greatly  abused.  Many  of  them  I  know  to  be  Gen. 
tlemen  justly  proud  of  their  high  reputation,  and  I  indulge  the  hope  that  they 
will  yet  stand  forth  and  discharge  their  obligation  with  the  same  good  faith  witft 
which  I  trust  this  Territory  will  vindicate  her  honor.  The  stock  holders  are  lia- 
ble  for  the  mismanagement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  and  Rail  Road,  and  in 
every  point  of  view  in  which  I  have  been  able  to  consider  the  case,  I  think  the 
Territory  has  a  right  to  require  of  the  bond.holders  due  diligence  to  recover  the 
interest  and  principal  from  them,  before  it  can  be  held  responsible. 

But  gentlemen,  after  the  observance  of  this  due  diligence,  and  proper  efforts 
to  recover  the  amount  which  may  be  due,  from  the  Bank  and  its  stock.holders, 
if  the  effort  should  prove  unsuccessful,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  to  yon 
toy  opinion,  that  the  Territory  is  bound,  by  the  highest  obligation,  to  satisfy  the 
demand.  However  convenient  it  may  be  to  disavow  our  responsibilty,  in  order 
*o  avoid  the  embarrassment  of  an  onerous  debt ;  however  popular  the  argument 
may  be,  which  is  offered  in  favour  of  the  repudiation  of  these  bonds,  I  have  aa 
irresittable  conviction  on  my  own  mind,  that  we  are  bound  by  all  the  principles 
of  good  faith,  and  by  the  rules  of  common  honesty,  to  redeem  the  pledge  we 
have  BO  solemnly,  given,  when  ever  our  respensibility  may  arise.  The  honour  of 
the  Territory  has  by  her  legislation  been  put  in  pledge.  That  pledge  must  be 
redeemed.  Our  honour  must  be  vindicated,  or  we  leave  an  indellible  stain  on  onr 
reputation.  As  a  citizen  of  Florida,  identified  with  her  fortune  and  her  fame,  I 
shall  ever  be  ready  to  record  my  solemn  protest,  against  any  act  which  may  have 
a  tendency  to  cover  her  with  dishonor.  From  the  days  of  the  first  emigrants  to 
this  country,  European  capital  has  been  employed  to  remoye  the  forest,  to  settle 
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the  wilderness  and  aid  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  improvements— > 
Under  this  system  the  agency  of  steam  has  almost  annihilated  space  and  places 
before  remotely  situated,  are  brought  in  close  proximity.  Rail.Roads  have  been 
constructed.  Mountains  have  been  timnelled.  Rivers  made  navigable,  canals 
have  been  out,  manufactories  have  been  established,  and  our  national  prosperity 
placed  centuries  in  advance  of  what  it  could  have  been  without  this  invaluable 
resource.  Our  ancestors  who  introduced  this  system  of  borrowed  capital,  have 
left  us  a  valuable  inheritance  in  their  reputation  for  good  faith,  and  honesty  in^ 
the  discharge  of  their  obligations.  Hitherto  Americans  have  been  justly  proud 
of  their  character  for  punctuality  and  good  faith,  and  I  most  fervently  hope,  that 
Florida,  will  not  present  the  first  example  of  a  de|Airture  from  these  elevated 
principles.  Experience  has  shown  at  aU  times,  and  in  all  countries,  that  an  mu 
Bullied  reputation  is  the  most  valuable  possession,  to  states  and  communities,  as 
well  as  to  individuals.  We  may  perhaps  persuade  ourselves  that  there  is 
no  dishonor  in  refusing  to  observe  the  obligations  we  have  ourselves  created^— 
But  we  shall  calculate  too  largely  on  the  credulity  of  mankind  if  we  flatter  our- 
selves  that  others  wiU  believe  it,  who  arc  less  interested  in  the  proposition.  It  is 
true  that  we  are  at  present  labouring  under  the  heavy  pressure  of  many  embstf. 
rassments.  Our  currency  is  limited,  and  depreciated,  our  people  mdebted, 
and  an  Indian  war  raging  on  our  borders.  But  our  natural  resources  are  extra, 
ordinarv.  The  war  it  is  believed  will  soon  be  ended.  The  tide  of  emigration  will 
again  now  in  upon  us,  the  wilderness  will  bo  converted  into  fruitful  fields,  our 
productive  soil,  and  genial  climate  will  yield  a  rich  reward  to  the  settler,  and  a  few 
years  of  patient  industry  and  economy  will  enable  us  to  discharge  this  debt,  and 
redeem  us  from  the  everlasting  shame  and  disgrace,  of  repudiating  our  solemn 
obligations.  There  are  few  to  be  found,  who  openly  avow  the  doctnnes,  that  the 
money  advanced  by  the  European  capitalist,  should  not  be  paid  by  some  authority, 
and  a  combined  enort  is  making  by  the  bond-holders,  and  the  stock-holders  with 
their  agents  and  counsel,  to  fix  the  responsibility  on  the  Government  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States.  lam  at  a  loss  to  discover  by  what  process  of  reasoning  this  doctrine  can 
be  maintamed.  It  is  alleged  by  those  professing  this  belief,  that  the  Territory  is 
not  responsible,  because  the  Legislative  Council  did  not  possess  the  power  to  ere. 
ate  this  obligation  and  yet  the  same  individuals  claim  for  the  Territorial  Legis. 
lature  the  more  extraordinary  power  of  binding  the  general  Government,  by  its 
enactments.  All  the  powers  possessed  by  our  legislative  Council,  are  expressly 
conferred  by  Congress.  We  have  power  to  act  on  **  all  rightful  subjects  of  leg- 
islation I"  Under  this  grant,  with  what  propriety  can  it  he  contended  that  we 
have  power  to  pass  laws  binding  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  $3,900,000  obtained  by  our  banking  insti- 
tutions, on  Territorial  securities.  Will  it  be  contended  by  any  one  professing  an  ac 
quaintance  with  the  principles  of  our  federal  Government,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  can  be  bound  by  any  other,  than  their  own  sovereigrn  authority,  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  on  their  immediate  representatives  **  in  Congress  assem- 
bled  7"  Can  it  be  contended  that  the  Legislative  Coimcil  of  Florida,  represents  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  U.  States?  I  feel  well  assured  that  none  will  betray  00 
gross  an  absurdity,  by  answenng  in  the  affirmative,  and  yet  this  absurdity  is  evi- 
dently involved  in  the  proposition  to  render  theUnited  States  responsible  for  the  pay. 
ment  of  bonds  gaaranteed  by  this  Territory,  under  our  local  legislation.  This 
ground  wiU  be  abandoned,  but  another  provision  contained  in  the  organic  law  is 
invoked  to  sustain  this  extraordinary  doctrkie.  It  provides  **  that  the  Govern- 
ment  should  publish  throughout  the  Territory  all  laws  which  shall  be  made,  and 
shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year  report  the  same  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  •which  if  disapproved 
by  Conj^ress  shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  force."  From  this  provision  it  is  argued* 
that  Congress  by  its  passive  acquiesence  in  permitting  tiie  charier  of  the  Bum,  to 
go  into  operation,  rendered  the  people  of  the  United  States  liable"  to  pay  the 
Bonds  of  the  Bank.  I  cannot  perceive  myself  the  propriety  of  such  a  conolusiqn.^- 
The  most  rational  deduction  in  my  opinion  to  be  drawn  uom  the  premises,  is  that 
CoDgzess  by  its  sil^it  acquiesence  in  our  legislation,  has  only  peimittad 
OS  to  bind  ourselves,  in  this  as  in  all  other  case^  in  which  the  lIsgislatiYe 
Cooncil  has  passed  laws,  instead  of  binding  itself  to  redeem  our  pledges.  The  v^ 
Untion  of  Cpngxiess  appears  tometo  be  too  plain  to  admit  of  ^ubt.  lat]^  ^f^ 
gu^e  of  the  law  creating  the  Legislative  Council.    ''  Ilie  kgieUtive  power  ^aQ; 
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also  extend  to  all  the  rightful  sabjects  of  legislation.*'  This  is  our  charter  of  potr^ 
er.  In  a  subsequent  clause  of  the  same  law  Congress  reserves  to  itself  a  supervision 
of  our  acts,  and  makes  itself  the  supreme  judge  of  what  are  ^these  *rightful  subjects' 
over  which  the  legislative  council  shall  ezcercise,  '^legislative  power.'*  All  tho 
laws  of  the  Territory  are  required  to  be  **laid  before  Congress,  which  if  disappro- 
Ted  by  Congress  shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  effect."  This  is  certain,  and  the  con- 
▼erseof  the  proposition  must  be  equally  true.  All  laws  not  disapproved  by  Con. 
gross  must,  therefore,  be  of  full  force  and  effect  Congress  by  not  disapproving  of  ' 
tne  act,  authorizing  the  issue  of  Bonds  of  the  Bank  and  their  guarantee  by  the 
the  Territory,  has  decided  ^t  this  is  a  "  rightful  subject  of  legislation,''  and  has 
given  a  sijient  approval  of  tnat  act. 

From  the  decision  of  Congress  there  is  no  appeal,  and  the  law  must  be  obligatory 
on  all  the  parties  concerned.  There  has  been  no  action  of  Congress  in  the  case.^' 
AH  has  been  passive  silence.  How  then  consistently  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  can  Congress,  without  action,  bind  the  people  and  government  of  the 
United  States,  to  discharge  an  obligation  voluntarily  assmned  by  the  Territory  of 
Florida  ?  Confl;ress,  it  is  true,  under  the  Organic  Law,  could  have  repealed  the  act 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  authorisiiig  the  Territory  to  guarantee  the  bonds,  and 
pledge  its  ^th  for  their  redemption.  But  it  appears  to  have  thought  proper  to  give 
a  silent  approval,  which  was  aU  that  was  requii^  by  the  Organic  Law,  to  complete 
the  ultimate  habillty  of  the  Territory. 

Now  if  there  be  any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  general  government  for  this 
act  of  our  Legislative  Council,  it  can  only  be  in  the  nature  of  a  ftf.nulty  for  a  suppo- 
•ed  neglect  of  Congress  to  repeal  the  act  when  presented  under  the*  provisions  of 
the  organic  law.  And  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of  that  liabil.tv  ?  Before  what 
tribunal  shall  the  government  be  arraigned,  to  answer  for  this  delinquency  ?  Is  it 
within  the  power  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the 
case,  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  the  Territory  and  transfer  it  io  the  general 
govemlnent  ?  But  as  extraordinary  as  the  proposition  may  be,  for  the  sake  of 
argument  let  it  be  admitted,  that  the  Legislative  Coimcil  of  Florida  has  full  power 
to  bind  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  its  legislation.  The  question  then  arises, 
has  it  done  so  in  the  present  instance  ?  Does  the  language  employed  in  the  act  to 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  indicate  such  an  intention  7 
The  4th  section  of  the  act  requires  the  Grovernor  of  the  Territory  to  place  the  foL 
lowing  endorsement  on  the  Bonds,  to  sign  it,  with  the  seal  of  the  Territory  affixed, 
and  attested  by  the  Secretary. 

"  Territory  of  Florida, 

In  pursuance  of  the  law  of  this  Territory,  the  within  Bond  is  hereby  assigned  and 
made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof,  and  the  payment  thereof,  and  interest  thereon  as 
within  stipulated,  is  hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  faith  of 
the  Territory  is  pledged  for  the  redemption  thereof."  The  provision  of  the  act 
binding  the  stockholders,  is  in  the  following  words,  **  and  the  stockholders  of  said 
Bank,  and  of  said'  Rail  Road,  shall  be  individually  and  personally  liable  for  tho 
redemption  of  said  Bonds."  From  the  phraseology  in  which  the  intention  of  the 
Legislative  Council  is  expressed,  it  is  most  certain  that  it  desigrned  only  to  exercise 
the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  Congress,  and  to  bind  the  Bank,  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  rail  road, 
and  ultimately  to  bind  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  the  payment  of  the  Bonds  after 
the  two  first  named  securities  shall  have  been  exhausted^  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  only  construction  which  can  be  given  to  the  act.  But  if  it  were  possible  to 
arrive  at  a  different  conclusion,  and  the  question  was  definitely  settled,  that  the 
Legislative  Council  ppssessed  the  power  of  rendering  the  government  of  the  United 
States  liable  for  millions  of  dollars,  I  am  apprehensive  that  one  of  the  earliest  acts 
of  Congress  after  makmg  this  important  discovery,  would  be  to  deprive  the  Territo- 
rial  Legislature  of  this  dangerous  authority. ' 

After  a  caref^il  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  I  am  lead  to  the  irresistible 
conclusion,  that  one  of  the  three  following  propositions  must  be  adopted.  First, 
that  the  Bank  and  its  stockholders  are  liable  in  their  individual  and  private  capaci. 
ty,  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  Bonds,  and  that  the  Bond 
holders  must  first  proceed  against  them.  Secondly,  that  the  Territory  is  bound  to 
redeem  her  pledge  whenever  the  resources  of  the  Bank,  and  its  stockholders  are 
found  after  full  experiment  to  be  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  Bond  holders.  Or, 
"thirdly,  that  the  Territory  will  disavow  her  solemn  obligation  ;  that  she  will  violate 
her  pttghted  faith ;  that  she  will  violate  her  honor,  and  repudiate  the  Bonds  which 
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fihe  has  guaranteed,  and  which  she  is  botmd  by  the  highoat  obligation  to  redeem, 
when  the  reflourcesof  the  Bank  and  its  individoal  stod^olders  smill  have  been  ex. 
hausted.  There  appears  to  me  to  be  no  alternative,  and  the  hope  which  animates 
the  bond  holders  and  their  counsellors,  of  establishing  the  rosponsibihtj  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States,  must  prove  fallacious.  Although  the  bond  holders  have  made  earnest  and 
repeated  demands  on  the  Territory,  I  have  reason  tobelieyc  that  they  neither  expect 
or  desire  payment  from  that  source.  Their  object  is  through  the  agency  of  {he  Ter. 
ritory,  to  establish  the  responsibility  of  the  general  government,  which  would  great- 
ly  enhance  the  value  of  the  bonds,  and  i^ke  them  at  once  the  most  desirable  and 
available  stock  in  the  European  markets.  They  are  fully  aware  of  the  Uability  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bajik,  of  their  ample  resources,  and  the  certainty  w>th 
which  the  interest  may  be  collected  of  them.  But  this  would  not  give  to  the  bonds 
the  value  and  high  character  they  would  possess  in  market  when  secured 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  These  bonds  have  yet  near  20  yea^  to 
run  to  maturity.  Let  their  pajrment  be  guaranteed  by  the  government  of  ue  Uni- 
ted  States.  Ijct  them  bear  the  denomination  of  6  per  cent.  United  States  stocks, 
instead  of  6  per  cent.  Florida  securities,  and  it  would  instantly  give  them  an  ap- 
preciation of  value  which  would  cause  them  to  be  sought  after  by  every  Banker 
and  money  changer  on  the  two  continents,  and  would  command  the  highest 
premium  in  every  market,  foreign  and  domestic.  Great  as  the  advantage  would 
be  arising  from  this  operation,  it  would  be  inconsidcmble,  when  compared  with  the 
consequent  results.  The  security  of  these  bonds  by  the  government,  amounting  to 
9500,000,  would  bo  but  the  introduction  of  the  magnificent  pJan  of  the  interested 
^rties.  The  whole  $3,900,000  of  Territorial  pledges,  wouM  follow  in  succession. 
The  bonds  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  bonds  of  the  Southern  Life  Insu. 
ranee  and  Trust  Company  would  at  once  appreciate  fcir  above  par  value,  and  be 
an3Uonsly  sought  for  in  the  market.  But  even  this  is  not  the  ultimatum  of  what  is 
souffht  to  be  accomplished.  All  the  bonds  of  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  and 
the  bonds  of  the  Corporations  of  the  several  States,  which  have  been  vended  abroad, 
would  be  pressed  upon  the  general  government,  and  claim  to  be  secured  by  an  as. 
sumption  of  payment  When  we  consider  the  grandeur  of  the  scheme,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  interest  involved,  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  number  of  its 
advocates,  and  tlie  zeal  and  energy  with  which  it  is  prosecuted.  But  the  design 
is  hopeless — it  never  can  be  consummated.  There  is  no  responsibility  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the  general  government  to  satisfy  these  demands,  and  when  the  bond 
holdershave  abuidoned  the  hope  of  establishing  through  the  agency  of  the  Terri. 
torial  authorities,  the  responsibility  of  the  Federal  Government,  they  will  find  a 
much  more  prompt  and  certain  mode  of  collecting  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  than 
that  of  appljring  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  tax  the  people  of  Florida  to  raise  mo. 
ney  for  that  purpose.  They  will  at  once  proceed  to  collect  the  interest  from  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank,  who,  not  only  by  the  charter  of  incorporation,  but  by 
every  principle  of  richt  and  justice,  should  be  held  responsible. 

It  is  contended  by  the  agents  of  the  Bond-holders  that  although  the  Stock 
holders  may  be  liable  for  the  interest  accruing  on  the  bonds,  yet  the  endorsement 
of  the  Grovemor  of  the  Territory,  by  which  they  are  made  payable  to  bearer,  gives 
them  the  character  and  effect  of  Bills  of  Exchange,  and  that  the  holder  has  a  right 
to  make  all  the  parties  concerned  responsible. 

There  is  an  essential  difference  between  bonds  and  bills  of  exchange.  The 
former  are  not  generally  negotiable ;  and  the  nature  of  the  endorsement  of  tl;iose  in 
question,  as  weU  as  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  bonds  themselves,  point  as  an 
index  to  the  law  by  which  they  must  be  governed.  That  law  gives  notice  to  all  the 
world  of  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  and  preserves  all  the  equity,  in  the  hands  of 
third  persons,  which  originally  existed  between  the  first  parties  to  the  bonds.  The 
law  will  not  permit  the  holders  to  plead  ignorance  of  its  provisions,  hti  will  confine 
them  to  the  Responsibilities  it  creates,  and  the  remedies  it  affords.  These  bonds 
oannot,  therefore,  be  assimilated  to  commercial  paper,  and  the  holders  must  seek 
relief  fiom  the  Stockholders,  before  they  can  look  to  the  responsibility  of  this  Terri. 
tory.  They  are,  and  they  ought  of  right,  to  be  hold  strictly  responsible  for  the 
pajmient  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  Bonds.  So  firmly  am  I  unprcssed 
with  the  justice  and  propriety  of  thw  measure,  I  cannot  forbear  recommendmg  it 
to  the  consideration  of  the  legislative  Council.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest,  that  a 
resolution  be  passed,  expressing  the  fixed  determination,  to  afford  no  relief  what, 
ever  to  the  Bond-holdcrs  until  they  shall  have  used  all  due  diligence,  by  an  action 
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at  law,  to  recover  tlie  interest  due  on  the  bonds,  from  tlic  Bank,  and  the  individual 
Stock.holders  of  the  Bank. 

When  these  resources  shall  have  been  exhausted,  then,  and  not  until  then,  will 
the  Territory,  as  endorser  of  the  bonds,  become  responsible  for  the  payment  of  in* 
terest,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law.  Whenever  this  con- 
tingencjikshall  arise,  even  though  I  may  stand  alone,  I  shall  be  ready  as  a  citizen  of 
Florida,  in  whatever  situation  I  may  be  placed,  to  raise  my  voice,  in  vindici^tion  of 
the  honor  of  the  Territory,  and  will  use  every  effort  in  mv  power,  futile  and  una- 
vailing as  those  efforts  may  be,  to  redeem  the  plighted  faith  of  Florida,  to  the  last 
fraction  of  her  responsibility.  No  one  could  be  more  unwilling  than  myself  to 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  Territory  to  promote  a  private  crterprise;  but  when 
pledged,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  aid  in 
the  redemption  of  that  pledge. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislative  Council,  my  predecessor  ap. 
pointed  Mr.  Walker  Anderson  a  special  Commissioner,  to  examine  into  the  condi- 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola.  A  copy  of  his  report  is  herewith  enclosed.  From  the 
report  of  the  Bank,  you  will  perceive  that  a  part  of  the  debt  due  from  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Florida  in  1840  to  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  was  secured  by  a  conveyance 
of  certain  real  estate  in  the  town  of  Apalachicola.  I  have  recently  been  informed, 
fh>m  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  that  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  has,  by  deed, 
conveyed  this  property  to  Messrs.  Biddle,  Jaudon,and  Chauncey,  of  Philadelphia, 
Stock-holders  of  the  fiank.  The  amended  charter  of  this  institution  provides  that, 
all  the  property  of  the  Bank  shall  be  hypothecated  to  the  Territory,  as  *a  protection 
against  any  loss  which  might  result  from  her  endorsement  of  the  Bonds.  And  the 
mortgage  given  under  this  statute  by  the  Bank,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,1835,  to  the 
Territory,  conveys:  •*  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  and  all  the  property,  real  and  per 
■onal,  and  assetts,  which  it  now  has  or  holds,  or  which  it  may  hereafter  have  or  hold." 
The  conveyance  made  by  the  Bank  to  Messrs.  Biddle  and  others,  of  the  property  at 
Apalachicola,  in  violation  of  the  compact  entered  into  with  the  Territory,  affords  an- 
other evidence  of  the  want  of  good  faith,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  and  its  Stock, 
holders,  and  offers  another  reason  why  those  parties  should  be  prosecuted  to  bank- 
ruptcy, before  the  Territory  shall  be  held  responsible  for  her  endorsement.  The  mea- 
eure  of  justice  can  never  be  filled,  until  they  shall  have  been  held  to  a  strict  accounta- 
bility,  for  squandering  the  funds  of  the  Bank,  and  their  breaches  of  trust  and  confi- 
dence indisposing  of  real  estate,  and  transporting  beyond  its  jurisdiction  the  personal 
property  hypothecated  to  the  Territory.  The  Bond.holders  may  if  they  will,  re- 
cover the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  due,  from  them,  and  if  they  do  not  pro- 
ceed with  all  due  diligence  to  make  the  collection,  I,  at  least,  shall  consider  that 
they  have  given  that  credit  to  the  Stock.holdcrs,  which  will  discharge  the  Territory 
from  her  liability. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Territory  for  the  Bonds  of  the  Southern  Life  Insur- 
ance  and  Trust  Company,  although  somewhat  similar  to  that  incurred  by  the  en- 
dorsement  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  can  never  be  productive  of  the 
same  embarrassment.  The  debts  due  the  Bank  are  better  secured,  and  the  Ter- 
ritory  is  better  protected  against  loss,  in  case  of  a  delinquency  of  the  Bank  in  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest.  The  present  guarantee  by  the  Territory 
of  the  Bonds  or  certificates  of  this  Institution  amount  to  $400,000.  I  have  been 
officially  informed  by  the  president  of  this  Bank,  that  250  of  these  certificates  for 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  have  passed  fVom  its  possession,  owing  to  the  bad  faith 
of  the  purchaser,  without  consideration,  and  that  measures  ace  in  progress  for  their 
recovery,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  successfld.  The  remaining  150  are  under 
the  present  control  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  will  probably  be  surrendered  to 
the  Territory.  The  principal  capital,  amounting  to  $500,000,  was  paid  in  by  the 
Btock  holders,  beforo  the  certificates  were  issued  and  endorsed  by  the  Territory. — 
The  institution  commenced  business  on  this  capital,  without  being  dependent,  en- 
tirc/y  on  the  flmds,  procured  by  the  sale  of  Uie  certificates.  These  certificates 
llave  been  issued  by  the  Bank  and  guai^nteed  by  the  Territory  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  charter,  which  requires  three  fifths  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  paid 
b^  shall  be  bound  on  mortgage  of  real  and  personal  estate  of  double  the  amount  of 
the  loan,  the  value  to  be  ascertained  by  appraisers,  and  approved  by  a  commission- 
er appointed  by  Government.  In  case  of  the  non-payment  of  the  principal  or  in- 
terest of  the  loans  when  due,  the  President  of  the  Bank  has  power  after  gfiving 
twelve  weeks  notice,  to  sell  at  public  auction,  such  an  amount  of  property  mort- 
gaged*  as  may  be  aufEdeat  to  pay  the  sum  due.    By  a  process  equally  summary, 
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the  Territory  may  protect  herself  against  any  losw  or  Inconvenience  in  conse^ 
qnence  of  her  endorsment.  The  charter  provides,  **  Tliat  in  case  the  Eoid  compa. 
ny  shall  make  deianlts  in  payment  of  the  principal  or  interest  of  such  certificates, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  said  Territory  on  bcin}^  certified  of 
the  fact  by  the  Governor,  to  issue  an  appropriate  process  to  the  Marshal,  comman« 
^Saag  him  to  take  so  much  of  the  money,  choses  in  action,  or  other  effects  or  proper  • 
ty  of  said  Company,  and  bringr  the  same  into  court  forthwith,  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  indemnify  the  Government  from  loss  by  reason  of  such  default,  and  the  Court 
is  hereby  empowered  to  direct  the  sale  of  the  same." 

With  these  ample  safbguards  for  its  protection,  the  Territory  has  nothing  to  ap- 
p^hend  from  the  guarantee  it  has  given  the  certificates  of  this  Company. 

The  liability  of  the  Territory  assumed  for  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  is  essen. 
tially  dUTerent  firom  that  incurred  by  her  endorsements  for  the  Bank  of  Pensacola, 
and  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  latter  cases  her  res. 
ponsibibility  is  remote,  and  contingent.  In  the  former  immediate  and  present. — 
The  Bonds  sold  by  the  Union  Bank  are  those  of  the  Territory,  signed  by  the  Gov- 
emor  under  his  official  seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory. 
For  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  these  Bonds,  the  Territory  is 
directly  responsible  to  the  Bond  holders.  But  the  Bank  is  also  liable,  and  so  far, 
with  a  laudable  zeal  to  protect  the  honour  of  the  Territory,  the  interest  has  been 
regularly  paid. 

The  integrity  and  high  character  of  the  present  officers  of  this  Institution,  af- 
ford the  best  guarantee  that  every  effort  will  continue  to  be  made,to  discharge  with 
fideli^  the  obligations  of  the  Bank,  and  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  Territory. — 
And  I  trust  that  the  Legislative  Council,  will  fix  the  seal  of  disapprobation  on  every 
attempt  which  may  be  made  to  depreciate  the  Bonds  in  the  hands  of  those  who, 
confiding  in  our  honor,  have  given  for  them  a  fair  and  bona  fide  consideration.  The 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  in  common  with  most  of  our  citizens,  is  now  labouring  un- 
der many  embarrassments,  and  may  sustain  heavy  pecuniary  losses,  but  what, 
ever  may  result  from  the  present  state  of  things,  m  the  midst  of  the  storm,  let  us 
eoideavor  to  save  from  the  wreck,  our  honour  and  our  good  faith,  as  the  most  invaU 
liable  of  all  the  treasures  we  possess.  With  these  we  may  meet  adversity,  without 
ihaine  or  reproach,  when  by  the  loos  of  them  we  should  leave  an  indelible  stam  on 
onr  reputation. 

The  bonds  snrned  by  the  Grovemor  of  the  Territory  under  the  charter,  and  de- 
HTered  to  the  Bank,  anoount  to  $3,000,000,  and  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum.  To  protect  the  Territory  from  any  loss,  which  she  is  liable  to  sustain, 
by  the  bonds,  the  Stock-holders  have  mortgaged  property  to  Bank,  real  and  per. 
sonal,  ascertained  by  appraisement  to  have  been  worth,  at  the  time  the  loans  were 
ma^  on  their  mortgages,  $3,000,000,  which  bear  an  interest  of  8  per  cent, 
per  annum.  When  we  consider  that  the  property  was  generaHy  mortgaged  at  a 
much  less  sum  than  its  appraised  value,  it  is  fair  to  calculate  that,  with  its  increase, 
and  improved  condition,  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  in  the  ycoi  1873 
it  will  at  least  be  worth  the  $3,000,000,  for  which  the  bonds  of  the  Terri. 
tory  have  been  sold  or  pledged  by  the  Bank.  In  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  aL 
thou^  our  Territonr  was  then,  as  it  still  is,  in  its  infancy,  this  was  less  than  the 
estimated  value  of  the  property  .pledged ;  and  at  a  time  too,  when  from  the  sparse 
population,  and  the  wild  and  unimproved  condition  of  the  country,  lands  had  not 
attamed  the  high  value,  which  those  of  the  same,  or  even  inferior  quality,  possessed 
in  the  same  latitude  of  the  cotton  growing  region.  It  is  certainly  not  within  the 
scope  and  compass  of  humkn  knowledge,to  penetrate  the  veil  of  fiiturity,and  deter* 
mine  with  accuracy , what  will  be  the  value  of  this  property  some30or  30yearB  hence. 
But  I  cannot  beheve  it  an  extravagant  contemplation,  to  estimate  that,  by  .the  in. 
tsrease  of  population  in  the  country,  the  increase  of  personal  property,  and  the  addi. 
tiooal  improvement  of  the  real  estate,  it  will  be  worth  as  much  then  as  it  was  some 
•ix  or  seven  years  since,  when  most  of  the  lands  were  unimproved.  If  it  should 
^  possess  only  this  value,  it  will  at  least  serve  to  protect  the  Territory  fVom  all  loss 
arising  from  her  rei^nsibility  for  the  principal  of  the  bonds.  And  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  equally  inconsistent  with  the  dictates  of  wisdom,  and  tiie  spirit  of  good 
morals,  for  us  to  go  some  twenty  for  thirty  years  in  advance  of  time,  to  find  an 
excuse  which  may  then,  but  which  most  probably- will  not  exist,  to  justify  an  act  of 
present  bhd  faith  and  di^onor,  which  we  must  certainly  commit  by  the  repudiation 
of  tiie  Bonds.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,**  is  one)  of  the  wise  pre. 
«e|rt8  w)iich  we^ave  received  from  the  Book  of  Knowledge  and  of  Truth.    If  wa 
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consult  that  Book,  which  was^rivontoman  for  hiajfovcmmentherCf  and  to  secure 
his  happmesH  hereafter,  we  flhall  find  nothh)(|r  which  will  justify  i:  departure  from  the 
principal  of  j^ood  faith  in  tho  difx^harge  of,  our  obhgattons.  Whatever  lorard  I 
may  hare  for  posterity,  if  the  b3nd3  of  the  Territory  are  to  be  repudiated ;  if  Florida 
is  to  bo  dishonored,  by  an  open  disavowal,  on  the  part  of  her  authorities,  of  her  obli- 
^tions  solemnly  entered  into,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which  her  faith  has  been 
pledged;  I  prefer  that  the  act  be  done  by  thoso  who  may  come  after  us  some  20  or 
JD  years  hence,when  most  of  us  shall  be  sleeping  in  the  silent  g^vo,  rather  than 
participate  myself  in  this  achievement.  There  is  certainly  no  necessity,  and  in 
my  opinion,  there  would  be  no  apology  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  at  the 
present  time.  « 

But  it  may  bo  contended  that,  although  the  security  to  the  Territory  may  be 
abundant  for  payment  of  the  principal,  yet  she  may  be  involved  by  the  non-pay- 
ment of  tho  interest  on  the  bonds,  which  is  due  semi-annually. 

On  this  subject  too,  I  think  there  has  been  an  unnecessary  degree  of  alarms — 
Tho  Territory  is  bound  for  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  The 
debts  due  the  bank,  and  which  are  all  secured,  amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  than 
the  bonds,  and  arc  drawing  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum.  The  last  in. 
stahnent  of  intorest  due  on  tlie  bonds,  was  promptly  paid.  While  much  of  the 
interest  accruing  to  the  bank,  on  loans,  has  been  accumulatmg  for  years,  and  yet 
remains  unpaid.  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  situation  of  tho  bank,  I 
refer  you  to  the  accompanying  official  statement,  exhibiting  its  condition  on  the 
first  instant. 

The  present  circulation  of  the  bank,  it  is  believed,  will  be  entirely  absorbed  by 
the  interest  which  must  accrue  to  that  institution  within  the  next  six  months^ — 
With  these  resources,  and  tlie  determination  of  the  bank  to  call  in  its  paper,  and 
make  collections,  evon  though  it  should,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  exchange 
be  unable  at  any  time  to  pay  tho  interest  promptly  on  the  day  it  may  l^ome  due, 
with  the  judgment  now  rendered,  and  which  will  be  obtained  in  a  short  time,  it 
can  be  prepared  to  pay  the  demand  much  sooner  than  it  could  be  paid  by  the  Ter- 
ritory,  even  if  there  was  no  opposition  whatever  to  this  matter. 

Under  these  circumstances  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  any  immediate  action 
on  the  subject,  and  as  we  are  unable  to  reheve  tho  embarrassments  either  of  the 
people  or  the  Banks,  justice  requires  that  we  should  adopt  no  measure  which  may 
be  prejudicial  to  either. 

It  is  hoped  that  tlie  Bank  will  be  endblcd  to  continue  to  pay  the  interest  as  it  be. 
comes  due,  and  save  tho  Territory  from  the  humiliating  embarrassment  which 
would  result  from  its  failure  to  do  so.  The  only  aid  she  invokes  for  the  accom. 
plishment  of  this  desirable  object,  is  the  prompt  payment  of  the  accruing  interest  on 
stock  notes,  and  the  faithful  return  of  Uio  large  sums,  (with  interest)  me  has  loan, 
ed  for  accommodation. 

There  is  one  subject  connected  with  this  institution,  and  in  my  opinion  one  only 
*  which  claims  the  interposition  of  the  Legislative  Council.  The  facihties  with 
which  the personalproperty morgagcd  to  the  Bank, may  be  removed  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Territory,  requires  tho  adoption  of  some  eneqjretic  measures  to 
prevent  its  occurrence.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
a  law  providing  adequate  penatics  for  this  offence.  The  Temtory  as  well  as  the 
Bank  has  a  direct  interest  in  this  property,  and  its  abduction  from  our  jurisdiction, 
should  subject  the  offenders,  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment. 

As  the  best  corrective  of  the  evil  arising  from  a  depreciated  currency,  I  would 
recommend  to  the  Legislative  Council  the  charter  of  another  Bank,  based  on  a 
metalic  capital,  with  such  guards  and  restrictions  as  would  insure  the  payment  ef 
specie  for  all  the  notes  it  might  put  in  circulation,  with  a  forfeiture  of  Uie  charter 
in  tho  event  atony  time  of  a  failure  of  such  pajrment.  A  Bank  cliartered  on  this 
principle,  with  a  capital  of  $350,000,  would  bo  sufficient  for  all  commercial  pur. 
poses,  and  would  not  only  furnish  a  sound  currency  m  its  own  paper,  but  would 
produce  the  best  effect  on  all  the  present  institutions  of  tho  country.  It  would 
place  their  paper  at  a  certain  specie  value,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  expelling 
it  from  circulation,  and  drive  it  back  on  the  Banks  from  whence  it  issued,  and 
whore  alone  it  would  pass,  in  the  payment  of  debts  due  those  institutions,  for  its 
nominal  value,  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  certain  and  effectual  mode  of 
relieving  our  present  embarrassments.  For  although  the  Banks  are  desirous  of 
calling  "hi  their  ciroulation,  until  some  other  medium  shall  have  been  suf^Ucd  to 
take  the  place  of  this  depreciated  currency,  it  will  continue,  from  necessity,  to  cir. 
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volate  (psilially  at  least)  to  the  expubion  of  gold  and  silver,  which  will  bo  locked 
up  by  individuals,  without  leaving  any  thing  to  represent  it  in  circulation,  or  will 
be  transported  abroad  to  answer  the  purposes  of  exchange.  There  is  an  abundance 
of  specie  capital  in  Middle  Florida  to  support  such  an  mstituti(m,  which  it  would 
immediately  attract,  and  it  would  be  sustained  by  the  ablest  and  liest  fn&ncicrs  of 
the  country.  Such  an  institution,  while  it  furnished  a  sound,  instead  of  an  uncouiid 
currency,  which  it  would  drive  finom  circulation,  would  be  able  to  furnisii  cxchnng^e 
at  a  moderate  premium ;  give  facilities  to  commerce,  and  reduce  tlie  price  of  all 
imported  articles  which  enter  into  the  consnmption  of  the  country.  Throw  as 
many  guards  and  barriers  around  it  as  you  may  think  proper  to  insure  its  iidelity, 
to  prevent  an  abuse  of  power,  and  enforce  the  prompt  redemption  of  its  paper 
wiu  specie ;  but  let  me  earnestly  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  euUiblish. 
ment  of  a  bank  upon  these  or  similar  principles. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  the  Territory  are  herewith 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislative  Council.  They  exhibit  com- 
mendable accuracy  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  these  officers  in  the  performance 
of  their  respective  duties,  and  shew  that  our  revenue  system  is  now  operuting 
more  efficiently  Ihan  it  did  formerly. 

From  the  estimate  of  the  Treasurer  it  appears,  that  after  appropriating  all  the 
available  resources  amd  the  anticipated  revenue  of  the  next  year,  for  the  payment 
of  the  ciUTcnt  expenses  and  debts  already  due,  there  will  bo  a  balance  unpaid  and 
standmg  against  the  Territory  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1843,  of  84000.  This 
sum,  though  inconsiderable,  should  be  paid.  Mpst  of  it  has  been  due  for  many 
years,  for  personal  services  rendered  by  our  citizens,  and  claims  the  attention  of 
the  Legrislative  Council.  I  would  therefore  roconunend  an  increase  of  the  reve. 
nue  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  satisfy  this  demand.  Tlie  credit  of  the  Territory 
should  besustamed,  and  in  the  present  instance  it  may  be  redeemed  with  very  ht- 
tie  inconvenience  to  any  portion  of  the  people. 

The  Treasurer  in  his  report  alludes  to  the  difficulty,  under  the  present  system, 
of  obtaining  possession  of  the  Bonds  of  the  Auctioneers  in  cases  of  delinquency, 
and  suggei^  the  propriety  of  an  amendment  of  the  law  on  this  subject.  The  sug* 
eesUon  appears  to  me  to  be  highly  worthy  of  attention,  and  I  therefore  recommend 
uat  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  reouire  all  commissions  of  revenue  officers,  wh9 
may  incur  a  responsibihty  for  the  collection,  safe  keeping,  or  disbursement  of  tho 
pubUc  fbnds,  to  be  deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  with  the  Treasurer, 
who  shall  notify  such  person  of  his  appointment,  furnish  him  with  the  form  of  the 
bond  required,  and  withhold  the  commission  until  the  bond  shall  have  been  retumr 
ed  executed  in  due  form.  The  adoption  of  this  measure  would  obviate  all  the  diffi- 
culties  which  might  otherwise  arise  from  the  informalities  of  bonds  given  under  tho 
statute,  and  will  furnish  the  best  safeguard  against  delinquencies  resulting  from 
neghgence  or  design. 

I  cannot  close  this  commimication  to  the  Legislative  Coimcil,  without  inviting 
its  most  earnest  attention  to  the  present  disorganised  and  inefficient  condition  of 
the  miUtia  of  this  Territory.  Notwithstanding  the  imminent  danger  to  which  we 
have  been  exposed  from  the  savage  enemy  which  has  prowled  on  our  borders  for 
the  last  six  years.  Notwithstanmng  an  exterminating  war  has  raged  within  tho 
bosom  of  our  Territory,  covering  the  frontier  with  carnage  and  ruin,  driving  back 
the  advanced  settlements,  and  at  diffi^rent  periods  conveying  danger  and  alarm  to 
every  portion  of  the  country ;  there  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  l^en  at  any  time, 
scarcely  one  well  organized  regiment  of  militia  in  the  whole  Territory,  and  our  peo- 
pte  are  less  prepared  to  defend  themselves,  this  ^ay,  against  the  dangers  of  invasion 
or  insurrectk>n,  and  would  offer  a  more  feeble  resistance  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
foreign  or  domestic,  than  any  other  portion  of  the  American  famuy.  However  pain- 
All  it  may  be  to  me,  and  unpleasant  to  you,  I  am  influenced  by  the  highest  sense  of 
duty,to  the  country,to  place  this  humiliating  truth  before  you,and  to  aw  for  the  exer- 
cise  of  your  authority  here,  and  your  example  at  home,  to  correct  this  most  serious 
cise.  From  the  very  nature  of  our  Government,  we  must  depend  on  the  mihtia  for 
defence.  The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  will,  it  is  believed,  soon  bo  closed,  and  the 
army  of  the  United  States  will  retire  from  our  limits.  But  the  Seminoles  may  not  bo 
the  iast,or  the  most  deadly  enemy  to  assail  you  fh>m  the  swamps&hammoeks  of  Flo- 
da-  Your  sparce  white  population,  the  extent  of  your  sea  board  its  proximity  to  tho 
British  Islands,  its  exposed  and  defenceless  situation,  all  combine  to  address  y<m 
m  a  warning  voice,  and  remind  jrou  that  you  are  slumbering  cm  a  volcano,  whicn, 
by  a  single  exvption,  may  overwhelm  you  in  utter  ruin.    You  may  be  awakened 
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from  that  slumber  of  supposed  security,  by  a  cry  more  appalllni:  than  **  the  soond 
of  the  fire  bell  at  night."  You  camiot,  gentlemen,  if  you  would,  disguise  this 
truth  from  your  perception ;  you  must  be  aware  of  your  situation,  and  I  ask  you^ 
without  feeling  or  prejudice  to  say,  whether  it  is  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  preparo 
for  danger  which  is  yet  distant,  and  may,  by  proper  energy  and  vigilance,  be  avert- 
ed,  rather  than  mvite  it  by  apathy  and  neglect,  and  await  imtil  it  has  entered  upon 
3rour  threshold  before  you  are  prepared  to  meet  it  The  only  protection  against  this 
danger  is  to  be  sought  in  a  well  organised  and  armed  militia,  which  can  be  called 
out  on  the  shortest  notice,  in  cases  of  emergency.  But  neither  organization  nor 
discipline  can  be  introduced  or  maintained,  imloss  those  who  are  subject  to  mihtia 
duty  are  compelled,  under  proper  penalties,  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  disobedience  of 
orders,  to  assemble  promptly,  under  arms  for  instruction. 

By  ao  act  of  CoDgress  passed  in  1803,  returns  of  the  militaiy 
strength  of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  are  required  to  be  made 
annually  to  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United  States  ar- 
my. You  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  failure  in  thisTeritory,  to  make  those  returns, 
for  a  series  of  years  has  become  a  subject  of  serious  complaint  at  that 
Department.  By  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  April  1808,  arms  and  mi- 
litary equipments  are  required  to  be  distributed  among  the  different  States 
and  Territories,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  miltitary  strength,  and  the 
regulations  of  the  government  for  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  pro- 
vides, tba^  to  ^'determine  the  number  of  efficient  militia  in  each  State  or 
Territory,  the  official  returns  of  each  respectively,  which  are  required 
by  the  act  of  March  2d  1803,  to  be  made  annually,  are  taken  as  the 
guide."  From  this  you  will  discover  that  the  Territory  cannot  participate 
in  the  advantage  arising  under  the  act  of  1808,  unless  the  returns  re- 
quired are  promptly  made,  and  while  the  milixia  of  the  States  and  oth- 
er Territories,  are  armed  and  equipped  at  the  public  expense,  ours  must 
remain  unarmed  and  defenceless,  owing  alone  to  our  own  neglect  to 
make  the  necssary  returns  to  the  Government.  This  subject  claimed  my 
early  attention  after  entering  upon  the  Executive  duties  in  April  last 
and  the  necessary  orders  were  then  given  in  relation  to  it.  On  recei 
ving  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  above  mentioned,  I  again  issued 
the  necessary  orders,  requiring  each  Commander  of  Brigade  and  Reg- 
iment to  make  their  returns  to  me  without  delay;  But  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  of  the  3d  and  11th  Regiments,  no  returns  whatever  have 
yet  been  made,  and  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
Government.  The  imperfection  of  our  military  system  and  the  general 
disposition  to  avoid  military  duty,  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  pun- 
ish delinquents  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial.  I  therefore  recom- 
tsend  a  revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject,  and  ^uch  amendments,  as 
in  your  judgment,  will  render  the  system  efficient  in  producing  a  proper 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia.  I  cannot  recommend  tnia 
measure  two  strongly,  impressed  as  I  am  with  its  magnitude  and  im- 
portance to  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  1  hope  it  will  claim  your 
prompt  and  early  attention. 

The  Capitol  you  will  discover,  is  yet  in  an  unfinished  condition,  and 
from  the  enclosed  account  current  of  tbe  "Commissioner  of  the  City  of 
Tallabassee,"^ou  will  perceive,  how  limited  are  our  resources  for  its 
completion  withotit  a  further  appropriation  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
Should  it  be  permitted  to  remain  long  in  its  present  exposed  situation, 
it  may  sustain  much  injury.  I  would  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of 
an  efiort  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds^  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  to  complete  it  as  far  as  possible. 

YoiH  fellow-citizen, 

R.K.CALL, 
GoTeroor  of  Florida. 

Tallahassee,  January  6,  1842. 
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Which  was  read ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  five  hun* 
dred  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Friday,  12  o'clock,  M. 


FmiOAY,  January  7th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedmgs  was  read. 
Mr.  WestcQtt  ofiered  the  following  Resolution : 

A  Resolution  respbcting  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

Resolvei^  That  so  flagrant  has  been  the  mismanagement  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  so  desperate  is  its  present  condition, 
and  hopeless  its  prospects ;  that  the  pro.tection  of  the  interests  of 
the  holders  of  the  Territorial  bohds  issued  to  raise  the  capital 
for  said  Batik ;  the  preservation  of  the  reputation  of  the  People 
of  this  Territory  from  impeachment ;.  and  the  present  and  future 
welfare  of  the  reople  of  Florida,  imperiously  demand  that  the 
affairs  of  said  institution  be  forthwith  placed  in  progress  of  liqui- 
dation, and  said  Bank  wound  up  as  speedily  as  practicable ;  and 
that  (if  the  Senate  concur)  a  joint  Select  Committee,  to  consist 
of  four  members  of  each  House,  be  appointed  to  devise  measures 
to  etkci  such  object ;  said  committee  to  rejport  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Which  was  read  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cone  gave  notice  that  after  to-day  he  will  n!OTe  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  establish  a  Ferry  on  Suwannee  River» 
known  as  Blount's  Ferry,  in  Columbia  County. 

The  Speaker  appointed  the  following  Committees : 

On  Judiciary.  On  Schools  and  Colleges. 

Messrs.  Westcott,  Messrs.  Burney, 

Lancaster,  McKinnon, 

Stephens,  Battle, 

Steele,  Bryan, 

Kellr,  Lewis. 
Blackburn, 

On  the  MiBtia.  SiateofiheHrritmy:^ 

Messrs.  Dancy,  Messrs.  Steele, 

Taylor,  Cone, 

DelU  EdWisrds, 

Tabor,  Peat, 

Battle,  Lewis, 

Gone.  Bfaekburn. 
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finance  and  Public  Accounts. 
Messrs.  Lancaster, 
McRaony, 
Malone, 
Lewis, 
Battle^ 

Elections^ 
Messrs.  Cone, 
Kelly, 
Burney, 
Edwards^ 
Bryan, 


Claims. 
Messrs.  McRaeny, 
Haddock, 
Pent, 
Lott, 
Dell. 


Corporations. 
Messrs.  Blackburn, 
Steele, 
Dancy, 
Malone, 
Lott 

The  Currency. 
Messrs.  Taylor, 
Westcott, 
Kelly, 
Bryan, 
Pent, 
Tabor. 

On  Agriculture. 
Messrs.  McKinnon, 
Burney, 
McRaeny, 
Dell, 
Lott. 


Internal  Improvements. 
Messrs.  Tabor, 
Malone, 
Haddock, 
Edwards, 
Taylor. 


Enrolled  Bills. 
Messrs.  Stephens, 
Westcott, 
Kelly, 
Steele, 
Dancy, 
Lancaster. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  the  petition  of  William  D.  Branch 
claiming  a  seat  as  Member  from  Alachua  County.  Also  the 
petition  of  Nicholas  A.  Long  claiming  a  seat  as  Member 
elect  from  Jackson  County^  presented  on  a  former  day,  bere- 
fered  to  a  Committe  on  Elections. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  lo  the  House  the 
following  Message. 

Tallahassee,  7th.  January  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  enclose  herev^itb  an  official  Statement  Exhibiting  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  on  the  21st,  of  December 
last,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Cashier  of  that  institution. 
From  these,  yon  will  perceive  the  hopeless  condition  of  the 
Bank,  and  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  probable  loss  which 
Will  be  sustained  from  the  extent  of  its  circulation,  and  other 
liabilities. 

It  has  long  since  forfeited  &II  claim  to  public  confidence,  and 
80  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  increasing  the  responsibility  of 
the  Territfn7  to  the  holders  of  the  Bonds  of  the  Bank,  its  iran- 
•actiuns  as  a  corporation  should  be  brought  to  a  close. 
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I  submit  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislative  Council,  the  adop* 
tion  of  such  measures,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  as  may  he 
deemed  most  expedient.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Bank  of  Pensacoia,  ) 
Pensacola,  December  21,  184  L      \ 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement,  showing  the 
situation  of  this  Bank  at  the  present  date. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  has  been  called  for 
the  3d  January  next ;  if  the  meeting  is  had,  steps  will  no  doubt 
be  taken  to  go  into  liquidation.  I  am  apprehensive,  however, 
that  very  few  of  the  Stockholders  will  attend.  In  view  of  such 
a  result,  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  to  your  particular  notice  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  this  "Bank,  that  if  need  be,  your  Exceijency 
may  recommend  to  the  Legislature  such  action  as  shall  cause 
its  concerns  to  be  closed  with  the  least  delay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  B.  TAYLOR,  Cashier. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  BANK  OF  PENSACOLA. 

DSCEMBBR  21st,  1841. 


Dr. 

Capital  Stock  paid  in, 
«        «    JBonds, 

•106,115  00 
500,000  00 

9606,115  00 

88,995  61 

5,236  55 

11,885  49 

122,000  87 
2,150  87 

Bills  issued, 
"    on  hand, 

**      in   /^IrpiilntiAn 

127,917  00 
38,921  39 

JIl    Ulll^UluilUlJ, 

Deposites, 

Certificates  of  Deposite, 
Due  to  Bank  of  United  States, 
**    other  Banks,  <fec. 

110,964  25 
11,126  62 

Time  Checks  outstanding. 

anu* 

Arrears  of  interest  on  Bonds  to  J 
ary  Ist,  1842,  875,000. 

•886,473  89 

Cr. 

Rail  Road  Stock, 
Rail  Road  Company, 

4382,840  83 
242,585  20 

575^425  53 
62,974  06 

)igitized  by  Google 

Commercial  Bank  of  Florida, 
Due  by  other  Banks,  &c. 

55,874  77 
7,099  29 

Bills  and  Notes  protested, 
**           "       insult, 

67,886  12 
W7,628  Tl 

■f 
M 

175,509  89 

Bank  property,  1,160  89 

Interest  account,  8,998  87 

Expense  account,  2,021  62 

Protest  account,  •     268  65 

Profit  and  loss,  10,181  27 

•886,478  89 

The  foregoinff  is  a  true  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacda  at  this  date. 

W.  B.  TAYLOR,  Cashier. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1841. 

M-  CRUPPER,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Escambia  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  ordered  that  500  copies  of 
the  Documents  accompanying  the  6overnor*s  Message,  be  prin- 
ted. 

Mr.  Dancy  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  Citizens  et  Du- 
Tal  County,  praying  for  a  Charter  to  Establish  a  Ferry  acress 
Black  Creek,  known  as  Carey's  Ferry.    Referred  to  the  Com 
mitteo  on  Internal  Improvements. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Saturday  11  o'clock. 


Saturday,  8th  January,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterdays  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  ^ent,  the  Member  elect  from  Dade  County,  appeared, 
was  sworn  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steele,  ordered  that  so  much  of  the  Gover- 
nor's Message  as  relates  to  the  Indian  War  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  ordered  that  so  much  of  the  Govern- 
or's Message  as  relates  to  the  Currency,  and  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  Banks,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Currency. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  ordered  that  so  much  of  the 
Governors  Message  as  relates  to  the  Charters  of  Banks  and 
other  Corporations  be  referred  to  thq  Committee  on  Corpora- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dancy,  ordered  that  so  much  of  the  Gov- 
ernors Message  as  relates  to  the  Militia  be  refered  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  ordered  that  so  much  of  the 
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Governors  Message  as  relates  to  tbe  Capitol,  and  the  Reports  of 
the  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  the  account  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Tallahassee,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Public  accounts. 

Also  that  so  much  of  the  Governors  Message  as  relates  to  the 
claims  of  the  Citizens  of  Florida  against  ihc  United  States  for  , 
services  in  the  Indian  War,  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee. 

Mr.  Bryan  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ham- 
ilton County,  for  leave  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwan- 
nee River,  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs; 

Which  was  referred  to  tbe  Commiitee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Chief  Clerk  be  required  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Territory,  and  request  Him  to  furnish  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council,  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  volumes  of  Duval's  Compilation  of  the  Laws,  and 
of  the  subsequent  statutes  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  as 
will  enable  him  to  place  a  copy  of  each  on  the  table  of  each  of 
the  members.  » 

Resolved^  That  the  Chief  Clerk  be  authorised  and  required  to 
procure  a  case  to  be  placed  in  this  House,  in  which  to  keep  the 
b9oks,  papers  and  stationary  belonging  to  this  House,  and  that 
the  Governor  be  requested  to  deliver  to  said  Clerk  the  Books  in 
tbe  Executive  offi(*^  belonging  to  the  House. 

Which  motions  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cone,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nicholas  A.  Long,  claiming  the  seat 
now  occupied  by  Luke  Lott  as  a  member  elect  from  Jackson 
County,  made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  upon  elections  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Nicholas  A.  Long,  of  Jackson  County,  contesting  the 
right  to  a  seat  in  this  honorable  body  of  Luke  Lott,  of  said 
County,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  ' 

REPORT: 

That  your  Commiitee  upon  referring  to  the  acts  of  the  Legis- 
lative Counciil  of  Florida,  are  satisfied  that  by  the  act  entitled 
**  An  Act  concerning  the  election  of  members  to  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  passed  b>  the  Legislature 
of  Florida  in  the  year  1828,  the  election  of  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Florida  are  directed  to  be  held  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  October,  in  each  and  every  year  in  the  several  Counties 
of  this  Territory,  and  that  by  the  saicj  act  the  Judges  of  the  sev- 
eral County  Courts  of  the  said  Territory  are  directed  to  give 
thirty  days  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  same — 
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that  your  coramitlee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  the 
aforesaid  Act  has  been  repealed,  and  are  therefore  of  the  opinion 
that  the  said  Act  is  the  only  law  now  in  force  regulating  the 
elections  for  the  Legislature  of  Florida — that  by  an  election  held 
on  the  first  MonUay  in  October  last  in  the  Countv  of  Jackson^ 
the  petitioner  Nicholas  A.  Long  and  Isaac  L.  Battle  obtained  a 
majority  of  the  legal  votes  in  said  County.  It  also  appears  to 
your  Committee,  that  an  election  was  subsequently  held  in  said 
County  at  one  precinct  only,  where  a  majority  of  votes  wew 
cast  for  Luke  Lott  and  Isaac  L.  Battle,  but  of  which  said  EleC'- 
lion  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of 
said  County  had  previously  given  thirty  days  notice  as  required 
by  law. 

The  Committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Jackson  County  so  far  as 
the  same  has  been  evidenced  by  the  aforesaid  elections,  that  the 
said  Long  should  be  one  of  their  Representatives,  and  that  in 
compliance  with  the  vvill  of  the  people  thus  expressed  he  should 
be" permitted  to  take  his  seat. 

But  should  this  honorable^  body  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
aforesaid  elections  were  not  held  in  conformity  to  law  (a  ques- 
tion which  your  Committee  hate  forborne  to  decide)  and  that 
an  expression  of  the  public  will  intecnically  and  informally  made, 
will  not  entitle  the  member  chosen  to  his  seat,  your  Committee 
will  then  refer  to  this  honorable  body  to  decide  whether  a  new 
writ  of  election  shall  issue. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  CONE,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  Mr.  Lott  be  heard  by  Counsel  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House  as  to  his  right  to  his  seat  as  a  member  of 
'  this  Hobse ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steele, 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  Luke  Lott  as  a  Representative  of 
the  County  of  Jackson,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
be  vacant. 

Mr.  Westcott  and  Mr.  Lancaster  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  above  resolution,  which  ware : 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Battle,  Burney, 
Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Malone,  McRaeny,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor, 
Westcott— 19. 

Nays — none. 

Mr.  Dell  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  question, 
and  was  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steele, 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  A.  Long  is  entitled  to  the  8ai4  seat 
80  vac^ated. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  to  amend  the  forgoing  Rescdatioo,  bjr 
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inserting  the  word  "  not**  between  the  words  "  is**  and  "  enti- 
tled,'' so  as  to  read,  "  That  the  said  Nicholas  A.  Long  is  not 
entitled  to  the  said  seat  so  vacated." 

Messrs.  Westcott  and  Lancaster  called  for  the  ayes  and  nays 
on  the  amendment,  which  were, 

Ayes — Mr.  Westcott — 1. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker.  Messrs.  Blackburn.  Battle,  Bumey, 
Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy,  Edwards.  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Malone,  McRaeny,  McKinnon,Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor — 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  question  was  then  taken 
upon  the  original  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  Mr.  Lonsr  was  introduced, 
sworn  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Blackburn  introduced  the  following  Preamble  and  Reso- 
lution : 

Whereas,  The  last  election  for  members  of  this  House  in  some 
of  the  Counties  of  this  Territory,  in  consequence  of  the  improper 
publication  amongst  the  laws  of  last  session,  of  a  bill  which  did 
not  become  a  law,  as  such  Idw,  and  in  consequence  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  ef  the  said  Counties,  that 
the  law  was  according  to  the  bill  published,  wei^e  held  on  tho 
first  Monday  of  October,  when  by  law  they  should  havo  hoc^n 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  October;  yet  inasmuch  as  said 
elections  were  fairly  and  fully  had  and  held,  and  as  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  said  Counties  have  acquiesced  therein  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  elections  so  held  on  said  first  Jlonday  of 
October  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  valid,  and 
the  members  elected  at  such  elections  be  accordingly  entitled  to 
their  seats  inPthis  House. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  10th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
Saturday's  proceedincjs  was  read. 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Gadsden,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Musquito, 
were  sworn  as  members  of  this  House,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  provide 
seats  within  the  bar  of  this  House,  for  each  of  the  editors  of 
news-papers  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  to  enable  said  editors 
the  more  conveniently  to  note  and  report  the  debates  within  the 
House,  and  that  said  editors  respectively  be  entitled  to  seattf 
within  the  bar  of  this  House.  • 
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Mr.  Steele  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  a  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  regulate  the 
value  of  money  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory  in 
payment  of  public  dues. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  lo  introduce  a.  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian. 
Church  of  Monticello,  Jefferson  County,  Middle  Florida. 

Mr.  Loner  crave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  holding  an 
election  for  Delegate  to  Consrress  from  the  Territory,  member 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  certain  other 
officers. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  James  W.  Ernest,  claim- 
infir  a  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House  from  Escambia  County, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections,  with  power 
to  swear  and  examine  witnesses  in  $aid  cas9. 

Mr.  Westcott  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Thornton, 
pravinjGT  for  certain  things  therein  mentioned; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Messrs.  Steele,  Long,  Taylor,  Burney  and  Williams,  were 
placed  upon  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Kelly  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  House  be  authorised  to 
subscribe  for  five  copies  each  of  the  newspapers,  published  in 
Tallahassee,  to  be  furnished  each  member  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, duiing  the  presents  ssion. 
Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mn  Lewis,  a  member  elect  from  Franklin  County  appeared^ 
was  sworn  and  took  his  seat. 
Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  following  Resolution : 
Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  levying  an  advaflo- 
rem  tax  on  the  people  of  this  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing Common  Schools  throughout  Ihe  Territory. 
Which  was  read  and  referred  accordingly. 
Mr.  Kelly  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  : 
Whereas,  Territorial  Bonds  have  been  issued  and  negotiated 
to  the  amount  of  $500,000  for  the  benefif  of  the  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cola :    And   Whereas,  it  appears  that  a  demadd  has  recently 
been  made  upon  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  for  the  interest 
which   has  accrued  and  become  payable  upon  said  Bonds: 
And  Whereas,  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  as  appears  by  the 
Cashier's  report,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Governor, 
and  by  him  submitted  to  this  House,  has  ceased  to  issue  notes, 
make  discounts,  or  afford  any  other  commercial  facilities ;  but 
has  refused  to  redeem  its  issues,  and  has  been,  and  is  now,  in  a 
state  of  suspension,  with  no  prospects  of  again  resuming  or 
discounting,  and  is  incapable,  from  its  present  condition  of  pay- 
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ins:  the  interest  on  the  aforesaid  Bonds,  or  redeeming  its  iisues  $ 
Now  be  il  therefore 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ofFkh 
rida.  That  it  is  their  opinion,  and  they  do  hereby  recominendy 
that  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  order  and  direct 
that  proper  proccedin«»s  be  forihwiih  instituted,  both  at  law  and 
inequity,  to  sequester  all  the  assets  and  effects  of  said  Batiky 
under  the  mortgage  which  was  given  to  secure  the  Territory 
'  upon  the  issuing  of  the  aforesaid  Bonds. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  fur  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

A  Resolution  respecting  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  offered 
by  Mr.  Westcott  on  Friday  last,  was  again  read,  and  ordered 
for  a  third  reading?  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bryan  of  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Battle  of  Jackson,  obtained 
leave  of  absence  from  the  House  for  a  few  days. 

The  House  then  adiourned  until  to-morrow,  12  o*cIock» 


l^UBSDAT,  January  lltb,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  <^ 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day 
tisk  leave  tobrmg  in  a  Bill,  to  bo  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  the 
road  laws  now  in  force  in  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Lonirgave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  in* 
troduce  a  Bill  lo  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  penalties  fur  the 
removal  of  personal  property  mortgaged  to  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  or  the  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Cone  presented  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ham* 
ilton  and  Colun>bia  Counties  praying  that  the  privilege  of  a  Fer- 
ry be  granted  to  Samuel  Russell^  at  any  place  within  one  mile 
of  the  Mineral  Springs,  which  affv>rds  convenient  localities  for 
the  same. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Interdtl 
Improvements. 

Mr.  Williams  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing Bill,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  the  County  of 
Mosquito. 

W  hich  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  aeeood  read* 
log  to-morrow. 

Mr«  Cone,  from  the  Conmittee  on  Electiooi«  to  whom  wu 
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rderred  the  Petition  of  James  W.  Ercett,  claiming  a  seat  at 
member  of  this  House  from  Escambia  County,  made  the  follow- 
ing 

REPORT: 

The  Committe  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  James  W.  Ernest,  Esq  ,  of  Escambia  County,  praying 
to  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat  in  this  honorable  body  as  member ' 
elect  from  said  County,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had 
the  matter  foi  investigation  belore  them,  and  upon  the  evidence 
adduced,  your  Committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that 
aaid  Emeat  was  duly  chosen  by  the4>eopie  of  Escambia  County 
one  of  their  Representatives. 

Your  Commiitee  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved^  That  James  W.  Ernest  be  duly  qualified  and  per- 
mitted to  take  his  seat  in  this  honorable  body  as  member  elect 
from  Escambia  County. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  CONE,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  Resolution  embraced  m  the  Re* 
port  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cone, 

Mr  Ernest  was  introduced,  sworn,  and  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  ol  this  IT  nise  from  Escambia  County, 

Mr.  Dancy  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  any  member  of  this  House  who  may  not  be 
present  at  the  call  of  the  House,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  two 
dollars  ior  each  and  every  offence,  unless  a  sutficient  excuse  be 
given. 

Which  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

A  resolution  offered  on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kelly,  respecting 
the  Territorial  Bonds  issued  for  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Connmiltee  on  the  Jud  ciary. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Westcott  on  Friday  last,  r'e- 
ipecting  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time,  when 
Mr.  Long  moved,  that  the  House  go  mto  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  resolution. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  on  said  motion  by  Messrs* 
Westcott  and  Blackburn,  were  as  follows: 

Ayes — Afessrs.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  Mc- 
•Kinnon,  Pent,  Stevens — 8. 

Noes — Mr.  Speakier,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Burney,  Cone,- 
•Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lewia,  MoRaeny,  Steele,- 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott.  Williams — 15. 

Mr.  Lmiff  oflkred  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  and  tub* 
•titute  for  the  original  resolution : 
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Whereas,  considerable  excitement  has  prevailed  among  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  and  doubts  entertained  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate solvency  of'  the  diOTcreni  Banking  Insliiutions  located 
Within  hei  borders; 

Bf  it  Resoloed,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  four  be  appointed 
on. the  part  ot  the  House,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  similar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  whose  duly  it  shall  be  to 
examine  the  aflairs  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  of  the 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  should  it  appear  to 
said  Committee,  on  due  and  proper  investiiT:ation,  that  the  inter- 
est and  welfare  of  the  country  demand  that  the  aff'aiis  of  said 
institution  he  placed  in  progress  of  liquidation,  they  shall  devise 
means  to  effect  such  object,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  ab 
they  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the 
proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Long  for  his  resolution: 

Be  It  Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  four  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  unite  with  any  similar  Commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  inquire  whether  the 
prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  the  currency,  renders  it  wise  and  proper,  to  devise  means 
for  placing  said  institutions  in  progress  of  liquidation,  and  that 
said  Committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Lancaster*s  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute,  the  ayes  and  noes  bein^^  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Weslcott  and  Blackburn,  were  as  follows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Cone,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Ma- 
lone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Stevens — 9. 

Noes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Burnev,  Danr.y, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor, 
Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 14. 

Mr.  Long  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment,  and  Mr.  Lan- 
caster again  offered  his  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the  origi- 
nal resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Weslcott. 

On  the  question  ot  its  adoption,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Blackburn,  were  as  above: 

Ayes — 9.     Noes — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution,  the 
ayes  and  noes  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Black- 
burn, were  as  follows : 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Burney,  Cono,  Dan- 
cy,  Dell, Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRae- 
ny, Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,"  Westcott,  Williams— IS. 
'  Noes — Messrs.  Ernest,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Stevens— 
5. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  tbe 
Senate. 
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The  followini^  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcrtheloi,  it  was 

Resoloerf,  (ihc  House  of  Repiescn»;uivcs  concurring  in  the 
same,)  That  the  Joint  Rules  <»(  ihe  last  Leuislativc  Council  be 
taken  and  considered  as  ilie  Joint  Rules  ofilie  present  Ix*gi»la- 
tive  Council,  and  that  the  Secretary  certify  this  motion  to  the 
House  of  Repre<?enlatives. 

Adopted  January  Utb,  1842. 

(Attest.)  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 

JOINT  RULES. 
TheJoifU  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentcUives 

appointed  to  prepare  joint  rufes^  report  the  following  : 

Ist.  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  either  house  may  su Litest  a  confer- 
ence, and  appoint  a  commitiec  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other 
house  sliall  also  appoint  a  c«>/niiii:tcc  to  cnfor,  at  a  C'uivcriicnt 
hoar,  to  be  agreed  ou  by  their  !cs[>ective  chainnnn  ;  said  com- 
mittee shall  meet  and  confer  freely  on  the  subject  of  disagree- 
ment. 

2d.  Messages  from  either  house  to  the  other,  shall  be  sent  by 
such  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  house  may  deter- 
mine proper. 

3d.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  it  shall  be  duly 
enrolled  by  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives.or  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Sen:Ue,  as  the  bill  may  have  originared  in  one 
or  the  other  H-iuses,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor. 

4.  When  bills  are  enrolIcJ,  they  sliall  be  examined  by  the 
committee  on  eurolhnents  of  the  hou>;e  in  wiiich  they  sliall  have 
originated,  who  shall  caiefully  correct  errors  anJ  forthwith  re- 
port the  same  to  the  liouse,  whereupon  the  presiding  officer 
of  such  house  shall  sign  tne  same,  and  order  the  same  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  other  house,  and  which  shall  be  sufficient  au- 
thority for  the  other  presiding  officer  to  sii^n  also. 

5.  In  siuming  enrolled  bills,  the  s;)eaker's  name  sliall  be  sign- 
ed above  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

6.  If  a  bill  be  returned,  rejected  by  the  Governor,  the  yeas 
and  noes  upon  its  re-consideration  shall  be  first  taken  in  the 
House  in  which  the  bill  originated.  If  a  uhij  »rity  of  two  thirds 
of  that  H«)use  vote  for  the  bill,  it  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  other 
House,  and  if  two- thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  both  Houses 
respectively  concur  in  the  passage  thereof,  it  shall  be  so  certified 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  ihe  Hiuse  of 
Jtepresentatives  respectively,  and  tlie  bill  shall  be  passed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Territory. 

7.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  shall  have  passed  in  one  , 
House,  is  rejected  in  the  otfier,  notice  thereof  shall  be  givcQ  to 
the  House  in  which  the  same  may  have  passed. 
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8.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed  in  pne 
Ho  ise  shall  be  rcjectod  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  Im  brought  in 
dunnnr  the  same  session,  without  a  notice  of  five  days,  and  leave 
of  two-thirds  of  that  House,  in  which  it  siinll  be  renewed. 

9.  Each  House  shall  trnnrtmit  to  the  other  all  papers  which 
any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

10.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagree* 
ment,  a  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost. 

Ttoe  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow»  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


Wbdnesdat,  January  12th,  1842. 

The  Hou<?e  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  piocceduiis  was  read. 

Mr.  Edwards  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  lo  introduce  a  biii  to  repeal  an  act  concerning  Im- 
provements ol  the  Public  Lands,  approved  Sept.  16tli,  1822. 

Mr.  Cone  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse  Carter,  Tax  Collec- 
tor of  Alachua  county,which  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Messrs.  Cone,  Lancaster,  Westcott,  Stevens,  Daucy,  were 
appointed  that  Committee. 

Mr.  Lonir  oflered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolvedy  Thai  the  Territorial  Legislature  does  not  possess, 
nor  was  it  ever  invested  with  authority  to  pledp^e  the  faith  of  the 
Territory,  so  as  lo  render  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  respon- 
sible for  the  debts,  or  enira^iements,  of  any  Corporation,  charter^ 
cd  by  said  Territorial  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That  the  Territorial  Lei;islaturehas  no  legal  power 
or  authority  to  impose  taxes  on  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  disciiargini;  the  obligations,  or  payin'^  the  debts 
of  any  bank,  rail  road,  or  other  corporation;  and  all  pledges  of 
the  public  faith  so  granted,  and  laws  made  to  sustain  thereby  a 
levy  of  taxes  on  our  citizens  are  null  and  void,  ab  initio. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stockholders  ol  the  Pens  icola.  Life  and 
Trust,  and  the  [Jn'nm  Bank,  are  b(>und  to  the  Bond  holders  for 
the  full  amount  of  principal  and  interest,  and  if  there  be  any  de- 
fect in  the  existing  remedies,  or  legal  means  of  enforcing  pay- 
ments, it  is  the  duty  of  our  Legislature  to  lend  its  prompt  and 
unsi»licited  aid  in  producing  ample  relieL 

Wiiich  resolutions  were  read,  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
to-morrow,  And  100  copies  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  following  resolution;  viz: 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur.)  tiiat  a  joint  committee  of 
three  members  ot  each  House  be  appointed  lo  investigate  and 
examipe  into  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  Souihora  Life  Insu- 
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ranee  and  Trust  Company  and  its  branches,  and  especially  in 
regard  to  the  Territorial  guaranties  issued  for  the  benefit  of  said 
Bank,  and  the  time  said  Bank  can  probably  resume  specie  pay« 
ments,  and  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  n^asures 
to  aher,  amend,  or  modify  the  charter  of  said  Bank,  or  if  neces- 
sary to  have  the  same  placed  in  liquidation,  and  cause  it  to  be 
wound  up,  and  in  such  case  to  devise  measures  to  eflfect  such 
object,  said  Committee  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  read,  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow, 
and  100  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  M alone  ofTered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  furnish  this 
House  with  a  list  of  the  Auctioneers,  Judges  of  the  County 
Court,  Justices  ol  the  Peace  and  Notaries  Public,  in  «ach  county 
now  in  commission,  the  time  of  their  appointment,  when  reap- 
pointed, and  when  their commissif>ns  will  expire.  And  that  tiie 
A'jditor  be  requested  to  siate  whether  ^le  Auctioneers  have 
complied  with  the  law,  by  giving  the  requisite  bonds,  and  have 
paid  their  taxes  punctually  into  the  Territorial  Treasury,  and 
the  amount  of  the  same  paid  by  each  individual  Auctioneer  for 
each  year  for  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  Williams  oflTered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  payment  of  militia  for  services  in  the  Indian  war,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

Which  was  adopted ;  and 

Messrs.  Wilhams,  Long,  Ernest,  Edwards  and  Haddock, 
were  placed  on  said  Committee. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  the  following  letter  from 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Masonic  Hall,  > 

Wednesday  Morning,  Jan.  J  2,  1842.  ) 
To  the  Hon.  N.  W.  Walker,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprp- 

sentatives,   and  Members   and  Officers   of   the  Legislative 

Council: 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  join  in  the  pro* 
cession  to  take  place  to-day  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where 
an  Oration  will  be  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Coe,  M»  W. 
Grand  Master  of  Florida. 

By  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida. 

THO.  BROWN,  G.  Sec'y. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  accept  the  invitation  extended  to 
them  by  the  Grand  Lod^re  of  Florida,  and  that  the  Chief  Clerk 
be  required  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Also,  to  signify  that  the  House  is  now  prepared  to  join  the  pro-- 
cession  at  such  time  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  designate. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 
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The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Lancaster  obtained  leave  to  Ijave  the  following  Protest 
spread  upon  the  Journals  of  tiie  House  : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  Protest,  and  state  that  in  vot- 
ing on  Tuesday  last,  for  the  adoption  ot  a  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Westcott  respecting  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  his 
controllin);  motive  was,  to  afford  every  facility  for  raising  the 
Committee  proposed  by  said  resolutioii.  But  while  he  admits 
that  the  currency  afforded  by  the  Banks  of  this  Territory  is 
greatly  depreciated,  and  needs  supei  vision  and  amendment,  he 
most  solemnly  Protests  against  the  expression  of  any  opinion  as 
to  the  flagrant  mismanagement  of  the  Union  Bank,  or  casting 
any  suspicion  on  its  present  condition,  or  future  prospects.  N»r 
has  he  seen  any  necessity  for  the  interference  of  this  House  ta 
protect  the  Bond-holders,  or  to  preserve  the  reputation  of  the 

teople  of  this  Territory  from  impeachment.     On  these  matters 
e  is  unprepared  to  express  an  opinion — and  be  asks  to  have 
this,  his  Protest,  spread  on  the  Journal. 

JOS.  B.  LANCASTER. 

Mr.  Long  obtained  leave  to  have  the  followmg  Protest  spread 
upon  the  Journal  of  the  House.  ^ 

The  undersigned  would  most  solemnly  Protest  against  thaf 
Preamble  of  the  Resolution  offered  by  >/r.  Westcott  on  Tues- 
day last.  We  have  not  seen  the  report  of  the  Bank,  or  any 
Committee  of  this  Honorable  body,  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Union  Bank.  We  are  not,  therelore,  prepared,  without  other 
evidence  than  common  report^  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  its  con- 
dition or  future  prospects. 

The  condition  of  the  Bank  may  be  desperate,  and  its  prospects 
hovekss.  Of  this,  however,  we  have  no  authentic  information^ 
We  Protest  against  the  principle  of  rendering  a  verdict  before 
the  evidence  has  been  heard. 

The  resolotion  to  appoint  a  joint  Select  Committee  to  devise 
nr^eansto  effect  a  liquidation  of  the  affiira  of  said  institution,  we 
deetn  of  great  importance*  and  most  willingly  concur  in  said 
resolution.  The  undersigned  ask  to  have  this,  theii  Protestr 
«pread  on  the  Journal.  NICHOLAS  A.  LONG, 

JA.MES  W.  ERNEST, 
JOHN  L.  iVcKlNNON. 

Mr.  Steele,  pursuant  to  previot>s  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
feftve  te  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the 
▼aloe  of  money  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  ihc  Territory  in 
paynrient  of  public  does.** 
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Whicli  was  read,  and  ordered  far  a  secoDd  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Westcott,  the  presentmcfht  of  the  Grand 
Jury  for  Leon  County,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr,  Lancnf^ter  offered  the  followini?  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  when  no  other  hour  is  specially  ordered  at  thd 
adjournment  of  the  Hou<e,  it  shall  adjourn  from  day  to-day 
(Sunday's  excepted),  to  the  hour  of  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  on   the  subiect  of  the  Joint 
Rules  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  received  od 
a  former  dav,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  confer  with  a  similar  Committee  of  th  e 
Senate. 

The  Resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Longr  on  Wednesday  last, 
were  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fufl'ciarv. 

The  Resolution  respecting  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Cempany,  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  on  Wednesday  last, 
was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-mcrrow. 

A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Mosquito 
County,''  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Messasfc 
as  relates  to  the  faith  bonds  and  croaranties  issued  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  Pensacola  Bank,  and  Southern  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company,  and  the  documents  therein  referred  to,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  tfntil  Friday,  10  o'clock. 


FRiDAt,  January  Hth,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjeumraent,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Ml.  Clzuardi,  a  member  elect  from  Monroe  County,  appeared^ 
Mras  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob^ 
tained  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition 
10  the  several  Acts  now  in  force  in  relation  to  roads,  highways, 
&c. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  next  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  iih 
corporate  the  Insurance  Bank  of  Apsilacbicolav 
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Mr.  Westcott  offered  die  followiDg  Preamble  and  ReioliH 
lioDS : 
A  Pkbamble  and  Resolutions  expunging  certain  proceeeingi 

in  thii  House  in  1&39  from  the  Journals,  and  lor  other  pur* 

poses. 

WHEREAS,  THE  Convention  of  the  People  op  Flor* 
IDA.  which  nsserabled  at  St.  Joseph  on  the  3id  December, 1 838,in 
conformity  to  law,  <<  to  kvise  and  adffpt'the  most  efficient  speed j 
^*and  proper  m'iasHres  jor  thi  format  im  and  esfab'ishment  of  an 
**  independent  State  Qovenrment  for  the  People  of  Floiida^  and 
*•  tofurm  and  adopt  a  Bill  of  Rights^  an  I  a  Constitution  for  the 
••  same^  and  all  n^xdfal  measures  preparatory  to  the  admission  of 
*•  Florida  into  the  National  Confederacy  ;^^  did,  on  the  3rd  day 
of  January,  1939,  adopt  a  preamble  and  resolution  respecting 
the  Banks  and  other  Corporations  in  this  Territory,  as  follows. 

•*  WnpnEAS,  the  Congress  of  thr  United  States  of  America, 
soon  after  the  ce<sion  of  the  Pioridas  to  the  United  States,  in- 
corporated by  law  the  Territorial  Government  of  Florida,  and 
deleg:ited  the  lej^islative  power  over  all  rightful  subjects  of  legis. 
lation,  to  an  officer  called  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  ap- 
pointed by,  and  holding  his  office,  at  the  will  of  the  executive  of 
the  United  St  ites,  and  a  bo;ly  called  the  Legislative  Council,  at 
first  appointed  by  said  executive,  but  subsequently  allowed  to  be 
chosen  by  certain  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  said  Territory — Congresi 
expressly  requiring,  report  to  be  annually  made  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  the  laws  made  by  said  Governor  and 
Legislative  Council,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  which  if  disap- 
proved by  Cv/ngres«>,  where  to  be  thenceforth  of  no  forte . 
And  whereas,  said  Governor  and  Legislative  Cooncil,  have 
passed  numerous  acts,  incorporating  Banking,  Railroad  and 
other  companies,  and  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  in  piirso- 
ance  of  certain  provisions  contained  in  suci  acts,  has  executed 
and  delivered  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  bonds  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  name  of,  and  bind- 
ing the  Territory  of  Florida  to  ihe  payment  of  said  sum;  and 
liaft  made  guarantees  in  thenameof$aidTerritorv,on  bonds  <)ftbe 
BankofPensacoIa,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollar! 
wbkh  bondsand  guarantees  have  been  negociated,  and  the  money 
received  by  said  Banks  respectively;  and  the  said  Bank  of  Pensa* 
€oki  ciainM  the  right  under  the  charter  granted  her  as  aforesaid, 
to  have  further  guarrantees  executed  to  her  by  the  Territory,  td 
the  aiBount  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  And  the  Southern  Lifii 
loioraBCa  and  Trust  Company,  also  claim  the  right  under  tbcf 
ebarter  giranted  to  them»  to  have  the  guarantees  of  the  Territory 

6 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


42 

on  their  bonds,  to  an  amount  not  limited  by  law. — And  the 
foregoing,  with  the  other  Banking,  Railroad  and  other  charters, 
contains  other  grants  of  powers  highly  objectionable,  which  have 
already  produced  serious  injuries,  fc  are  calculated  to  embarrass 
the  government  of  the  State  in  its  future  operations,  and  also  to 
produce  further  great  loss,  detrimc  nt  and  injury  to  the  people. 
And  whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  their 
power  aforesaid,  can  remedy  and  correct  the  injury  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  relieve  the  people  from  their  embarrassment  m  this 
respect." 

*^  Be  it  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  early  attention  of  Congress, 
be  and  is  hereby  earnestly  requested  to  this  subject,  and  this 
Convention  in  behalf  of  the  People  of  Florida,  solemnly  invoke 
Its  aid  in  the  passage  of  a  law,  to  remedy  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  evils  that  have  already  resulted  from  the  improvident  and 
injudicious  acts  of 'the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  to  prevent 
the  disastrous  consequences  which  it  is  apprehended  may  ensue 
from  the  same  cause,  and  whilst  this  Convention  would  depre- 
cate any  course  calculated  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
or  to  weaken  the  credit,  or,  affect  injuriously  the  character  and 
honor  of  the  people  of  Florida,  they  yet  respectfully  insist,  that 
that  honorable  body  will  take  such  action  upon  thb  subject  by 
altering,  repealing,  or  amending  the  charters  that  have  l»een' 
granted,  or  by  so  modifying  the  same,  as  will  protect  the  people 
from  further  injury,  maintain  their  rights  as  a  free  people,  and 
preserve  their  just  interests  and  privileges." 

The  votes  in  said  Convention  on  the  adoption  of  which  pre- 
amble and  resolution  were  as  follows : 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Preamble  : 

Ayes — Walker  Anderson,  Thomas  Baltzell,  Abram  Bellamy^ 
Edmund  Bird,  Wilson  Brooks,  Thomas  Brown,  Joseph  B. 
Brown,  William  Bunce,  James  G.  Cooper  (P)  A.  W.  CrichtODt 
Wm.  P.  Duval,  Samuel  T,  Garey,  (P)  Isaac  Garrason,  Wm. 
Haddock,  Wm.  B.  Hooker,  Edwin  T.  Jenckes,  David  Levy, 
Richard  H.  Long,  Wm.  Marvin,  George  E.  McClellan,  Joseph 
McCants,  Jackson  Morton,  John  N.  Partridge,  Samuel  Park- 
hill,  Leigh  Read,  Stephen  J.  Roche,  E.  Robbins^  Joseph  S. 
Sanchez,  John  Taylor,  Leslie  A.Thompson,  Geoorge  T.  fTard, 
Joseph  S.  Watts,  John  F.  Webb,  James  D.Westcott,  jr.,  E.  K.' 
White,.  Wm.H.  Williams,  Oliver  Wood,  and  Alfred  L.  Wood- 
ward— 38. 

Nays— Robert  R.  Reid,  Richard  C.  Allen,  Cosam  E.  Bart- 
lett,  Samuel  C.  Bellamy,  Thomas  M.  Blount,  E.  Carrington 
Cabell,  Richard  Fitxpatrick,  John  M.  G.  Hunter,  John  W.  Ma- 
lone,  Richard  J.  Mays,  (P)  John  L.  McKinnon,  Daniel  6.  Mc* 
Lean,  John  C.  McGehee,  Banks  Meachara,  A,  G.  Semmes; 
Samuel  B.  Stephens,  Benjamin  D.  Wright,  Wm.  Wyatt— 18. 
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Upon  tlu  adoption  of  tJie  Resolution : 
Ayes — ^Robert  R*  Reid,  Richard  C.  Allen,  Walker  Andeir- 
soDy  Thomas  Baltzel),  Abrani  Bellamy,  Edmund  Bird,  Wilson 
Bfooks,  Joseph  B.  Brown,  Thomas  Brown,  William  Bunce, 
James  G.  Cooper,  (P)  A.  W,  Crichton,  Wm.  P.  Duval,  Samu- 
el Y.  Garey,  (I')  Isaac  Garrason,  Wm,  B.  Hooker,  Kdwin  Tv 
Jenckes,  David  Levy,  Richard  H.  Long,  Wm.  Marvin,  George 
E.  McClellan,  Joseph  McCants,  Jackson  Morton,  John  N. 
Partridge,  Samael  Parkhill,  Stephen  J.  Roche,  E.  Robbins, 
Joseph  iS.  Sanchez,  John  Taylor,  Leslie  A.  Thompson.  George 
T.  Ward,JamesD.WestcoUjr.,Joseph  B.Watts.John  F.Webb, 
E.  K.  While,  Wm.  H.  Williams,  Oliver  Wood  and  Alfred  L. 
Woodward — 38- 

Nays — Cosam  E.  Bartlett,  Samuel  C.  Bellamy,  Thomas  M« 
Blount,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  John  M. 
G-  Hunter,  William  Haddock,  John  W.  Malone,  Richard  Jt 
Mays,  (P)  John  L.  McKinnon,  Daniel  G.  McLean,  John  C. 
McGehee,  Banks  Meacham,  Leigh  Read,  A.  G.  Semmes, 
Samuel  B.  Stephens,  Benjamin  D.Wright,William  Wyatt — 18. 
[Those  marked  (P)  being  gi\enhy  proocy J] 

AND  WHEREAS,  said  Convention,  on  the  5th  of  Janua- 
ry,   1839,  did  adopt  additional  resolutions,  as  follows: 

**Ilesolv€df  That  the  Preamble  andResolution  adopted  by  hte 
Convention  on  the  subject  of  Banking,  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President  of  this  Convention,  and  that  copies  thereof  be 
forwarded  to  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Be  it  further 

Re$olvedf  That  a  copy  thereof,  be  also  forwarded  to  the 
Delegate  in  Congress  from  this  Territory,  with  a  request  that 
the  action  of  that  Honorable  body  be  had  thereon." 

The  votes  in  said  Convention  on  the  adoption  of  which  said 
resolutions  were  as  follows : 

Ayes — R.  R.  Reid,  W.  Anderson,  T.  Baltzell,  A.  Bellamr, 
W.  Brooks,  E.  Bird,  J.  G.  Cooper,  (P)  A.  W.  Crichton,  S.  Y. 
Garey,  (P)  J.  Garrason,  W.  Haddock.  W  B.  Hooker,  E.  T. 
Jenckes,  D.  Levy,  R.  H.  Long,  G.  E.  McClellan,  J.  McCants, 
J.  Morton,  J  N.  Partridge,  S.J.  Roche,  E.  Bobbins,"?.  S.  San- 
chez, L.  A.  Thompson,  J.  B.  Watts,  J.  F.  Webb,  J.  D.  West- 
cott,  jr.,  E.  K.  While,  W.  H.  Williams,  O.  Wood— 29. 

Nays— R.  C.  Allen,  C.  E.  Bartlett,  S.  C.  Bellamy,  T.  M. 
Blount,  T.  Brown,  J.  B.  Brown,  E.  C.  Cabell,  W.  Bunce,  R. 
Fitxpatrick,  J.  M.  G.  Hunter,  J,  W.  Malone,  W.  Marvin,  J,  L. 
McKinnon,  R.  J.  Mays,  (P)  D.  G.  McLean,  J.C.  McGehee,  B. 
Meacham,  S.  Parkhill,  L.  Read,  A.  G.  Semmes,  S.  B.  Ste- 
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pbeot,  J.  Taylor,  G.  T,,  Ward,  A,  B,  Woodward,  B.  D, 
Wright,  W.  Wyatt— 26. 

[As  by  reference  to  the  Journals  of  said  Convention  will  ap- 
pear.] 

AND  WHEREAS,  at  the  17th  session  of  thii  House,  in  the 
year  1839,  the  following  stated  proceedings  were  had,  viz : 
Tuesday,  February  12,  1839. 

''The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  heretofore  introdoc* 
ed  by  Mr.  Burritt,  wete^  taken  from  tlie  special  orders  for  the 
day,  and  read,  to  wit : 

fVhereas,  a  certain  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  late  Convention  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  assembled  for 
I  the  formation  of  a  State  Constitution,  invoking  the  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  bmkiiig,  rail-road,  and  other  corporations  here- 
tofore  ihnrtered  by  the  Territorial  Legislature* 

Be  it  Res(doedy  therefore^  by  the  (Soveraor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Horida^  That  the  powers  of  the 
said  Convention  were  limited  to  the  formation  an  J  adoption  of 
of  a  Constitution  for  the  People  of  Florida,  with  such  other 
measures  as  might  be  needful,  preparatory  to  its  admibsion  into 
the  Natioiunl  (/onfederncy;  and  that  in  assuming  to  represent  the 
people  in  any  other  way,  or  for  nny  other  purpose,  that  body 
has  travelled  beyond  the  pale  of  its  authority. 

Resof-cedf  Tha;,  in  referring  to  Congress  the  chartered  insti- 
tutious  of  this  Territory,  which  for  years  have  been  acquiesced 
in  by  the  General  Government,  and  especial  y,  in  invoking  its 
power  to  repeal,  amend,  or  alter  the  same,  the  said  Convention 
has  assuibed  to  itself  a  prerogative  never  conferred  upon  it,  or 
^ven  contei  iplated  by  the  people. 

Resoloed,  That  the  aliegatioiisin  the  said  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, against  certain  oxisiing  corporate  institutions  in  (his  Ter- 
ritory, are  Lose,  indefinite,  not  founded  in  fact,  and  such  as 
Could  not  with  a  due  regird  to  impartial  justice,  as  the  same  are 
presented,  b3  met,  and  corrected  by  any  tribunal  competent  to 
afib:d  a  remedy. 

Resolved^  Tiiat  the  assailing  the  established  institutions  of  oar 
Territory,  and  referring  them  to  the  action  of  Congress,  is  im- 
politic, unjust,  and  inexpedient,  and  calculated  to  impair  their 
credit  and  usefulness ;  and  that,  while  it  is  not  denied  that  our 
Territorial  banks  referred  to  were  in  common  with  similar  in- 
s  itutions  at  the  South,  driven  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  more  or  less  of  them  to  a  curtailment  in  their  issues,  a  confi- 
dence is  neverihi^less  enieitained  in  their  general  good  manajje- 
wcni.  and  tl  eir  present  as  well  as  future  solvency. 

Resolved^  That  the  adoption  of  ih^  saiil  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, being  an  exercise  of  authority  not  delegated  by  the  people 
of  this  Territory,  should  be  regarded  only  as  the  expression  of 
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individual  sentiment,  so  tar  as  the  same  were  expressed  by  the 
members  of  said  Conventinn. 

Resolved,  Thai  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  he  instructed  to 
resist,  by  all  proper  ways  and  means,  any  measure  in  that  body 
which  may  have  for  its  object  the  repealing,  amending,  or  aher- 
ing  the  charter  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  incorporated  iustitiuions 
of  this  Territory  .*• 

Wednesday,  Febraary  13th,  1830. 

"The  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  under  debate  at  the  adjourn- 
ment of  yesterday — pending  the  debate, 

Tlie  Speaker  announced  to  the  Hou?e  that  he  had  received  a 
commuoicaiion  signed  by  James  D.  Westcott,  jr.,  and  Thomas 
Bahzell,  Esqrs.,  lequesting  permission  to  appear  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  and  defend  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  tlie  late 
Convention  at  St.  Joseph,  in  relation  to  the  banks  of  t.his  Ter* 
ritory. 

Mr,  Blount  moved  that  those  gentlemen  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  said  communication  without  the  same  being  read  in  the 
House,  which  motion  prevailed.  And  the  sergeant  at  arms  it 
instructed  to  take  the  said  commur.ication  from  the  House  and 
deliver  it  to  either  of  these  gentlemen  whom  he  may  meet. 

At  2  o'clock  the  House  tooK  a  recess  until  half  past  3,  when 
they  again  met  and  resumed  the  debate  on  the  aforementioned 
resolutions — the  debate  havir.g  ended, 

On  motion  <>f  Mr.  Fitzpatric-k,  ordered  that  a  select  rommit« 
tee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Col.  Wm.  Mooring,  a  member  of 
this  House,  (who  is  sick  at  his  room,)  and  receive  and  report  to 
tliis  Hout(e,  his  vote  on  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postpone* 
ment  of  the  resolutions. 

Messrs  Fitzpatrick,  Brett,  and  Priest  were  appointed  th«t 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blount,  it  is  ordered, 
'That  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  be  proceeded  with,  and  thai 
absent  members  have  leave  to  record  their  voles  during  to-morr 
row,  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  resolutions.  The 
yeas  and  uays  being  taken  on  said  motioui  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone said  resolutions,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Brett,  Browne,  Doner,  Goa1d» 
Jenrkes,  Manlv,  McRaney,  Somerlin,, Tabor  and  Williams,  IK 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blount,  Burritt,Cooley, Duval, 
Ferguson,  Fitzpatrick,  McCall,  McLeod,  McWeil,  Moorings 
Niblack,  Priest,  Reed,  Thigpin,  Tradewell  aud  Wood,  17. 

8o  the  House  refused  to  indefinitely  postpone  said  resolutions. 

Several  motions  for  adjournment  until  to-morrow  were  mtdt 
and  lost. 
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Mr.  Blackbnrn  moved  that  said  resolutions  be  referred  to  % 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  (he  adoption  of  said  preamble  and  resoln- 
iions.     The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  that  motion,  were 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blount,  Burritt,  Cooley,  Doiier, 
Duval,  Ferguson,  Fitzpatrick,  McCall,  McLeod,  McNeil,  Nib- 
lack,  Priest,  ReedjSumerlin,  *!  higpin,  Tradewell  and  Wood,18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Brett,  Browne,  Jenckes,  Manly, 
Tabor  and  Williams,  7. 

So  said  preamble  and  resolutions  are  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  a  select  committee  is  ordered 
to  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Col.  Mooring,  and  take  his  vote  on 
the  foregoing  question,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  on  to-mor- 
row. 
Messrs.  Fitzpatrick,  Brett,  and  Priest,  were  appointed  thereon. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Blount,  leave  is  given  to  all  absent  mem- 
bers to  record  their  votes  on  the  question  of  adopting  said  reso- 
lutions on  to-morrow." 

Thursday,  February  24,  1839. 

"Mr.  Fitzpatrick  from  the  committee  appointed  to  take  and  re- 
port to  the  House,  the  vote  ol  Wm.  Mooring,  who  is  absent  from 
disease,  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  passed  yesterday,  and 
recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  preceeding  day,  reported  that  Mr. 
Mooring  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  McRaeny  appeared  to-day  and  entered  his  vote  on  the 
adoption  of  said  resolutions  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bannerman  appeared*  and  recorded  his  vote  on  the  indefi 
nite  postponement  of  said  resolutions,  in  the  negative;  and  on  their 
adoption  in  the  affirmative,  so  that  the  votes  now  stand— on  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  said  resolution — ^yeas,  11;  nays, 
18;  and  on  the  motion  to  adopt  said  resolutions,  yeas  20;  nays, 

a*' 

AND  WHEREAS  said  above  recited  proceedings  of  this  House 
exhibit  an  attempt  to  control  and  destroy  the  action  of  a  Conven- 
tion OF  THE  People,  the  highest  political  body  which  can  be 
assembled ;  and  vtere  and  are  an  illegitimate  interference  in  mat- 
ters above  and  beyond  the  authority  and  power  of  this  House: 
And  whereas  said  resolutions  contain  terms  unbecoming  and 
improper  to  be  employed  towards  such  Convention  ;  and  said 
proceedings  display  a  disregard  of  those  rules  which  should  go* 
vern  an  impartial  and  unprejudiced  deliberative  assembly,  and 
especially  the  Le^shtnre  of  a  free  and  enlightened  country : 
And  whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  adoption  of 
said  resolutions  and  proceedings  was  effected  by  a  combination 
of  those  interested  in  some  of  the  Banking  and  other  Corporations 
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of  this  Territory,  to  control  and  stifle  the  will  of  the  People  with 
respect  to  theui :  And  whereas  the  influence  of  said  resolutions 
and  proceedings  has  been  highly  injurious  to  the  uwvn  :^:^  oi  tue 
People  of  Florida,  it  having  in  some  degree  aided  »!)<:  ciiorts  of 
those  who  have  striven  to  keep  tlie  Congress  of  the  United  Staus 
from  acting  in  reference  to  said  Corporations  as  invoked  by  said 
Convention  :  And  whereas  the  People  of  Florida  have  since 
the  passage  of  said  resolutions  repeatedly  set  the  seal  of  their 
condemnation  upon  them  and  suid  proceedings,  as  at  war  with 
correct  principles,  as  conitituting  a  pernicious  precedent,  and  aa^ 
discreditable  lo  this  House  • 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  said  above  recited  resoiutionir 
and  proceedings  ot  this  House  be  expunged  from  the  Journals 
thereof,  and  that  the  Chief  Clerk  do  forthwith  in  the  presence  of 
this  House,  write  on  the  margin  of  the  original  Journal  opposite 
said  resolutions  and  proceedings  above  recited,  *'*  Expunged  by 
order  of  the  House,  January  1842,*'  and  sign  his  name  offi- 
ciailv  to  sucl|  note :  and  that  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  reso- 
lution be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  Chief  Clerk  and  transmitted 
to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  delegate  in  Congress,  who  is  hereby 
requested  to  lay  the  same  before  Congress,  and  also  the  pream 
ble  and  resolutions  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  above  recH 
ted|  and  procure  the  action  of  Congress  thereon  as  therein  invoked. 

Which  were  read,  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  il/onday» 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  500  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr*  Cone,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise  J  J» 
Blount  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwannee  River,  ax  a 
place  known  as  Blount's  Ferry. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Cone  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  authorise  Samuel  Russell  to  establish  a  Fer- 
ry across  the  Suwannee  River,  at  the  lower  itffneral  Springs. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Internal  Improvements,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
whether  it  will  interfere  with  any  incorporated  right. 

A  Bill,  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  itfosquito,  was  read  a  third  time.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Conc» 
the  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  thereon,  Mr, 
Blackburn  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  chairman  reported  the  same  with  amcnd- 
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meots;  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House^aod  the  bill 
passed  unanimously.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  Resolution  of  Mv.  Williams,  respeciin;»  the  Southern 
Life  Insurauce  and  Trust  Company,  was  read  a  third  tinie«and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  value  of  money 
received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  in  payment  of  public 
dues,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informins^  lh« 
House  that  they  had  concurred  in  the  Resolution  of  the  House, 
appointing  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  Joint  Rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  Messrs.  Bertiielot, 
Dupont,  and  Livingston,  had  been  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  for  that  purpose. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  12  o'clock.. 


Monday,  January  17th,  1843. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
Friday's  proceedings  was  read. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  House  with  a  communication  from 
4he  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  as  follows: 

Office  op  the  Secretary, 
January  17th,  1842. 
Hon.  Nathaniel  W.  Walker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Sir — in  compliance  with  a  Resolution  passed  by  the  Hous« 
of  Representatives  on  the  12th  ultimo,  I  herewith  enclose  a  list 
of  Jufl<jfes  of  County  Courls,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Auctioneers 
and  Notaries  Public,  now  in  commissicyn   in   this  Territory, 
•hewing  the  date  and  expiration  of  their  appointments,  as  np- 
f)ears  irom  the  register  of  such  appointments  kept  in  my  office. 
Very  i^spccifully* 
Vour  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  DUVAL, 
Secretary  of  Florida. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  ordered  that  50  copies  of  the  list 
furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  an  agreement  and  coupons  relating 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  London  on  the  Bonds  of  the 
Bank  of  Pen5iacola  and  Territory  of  Florida,  was  laid  before  th« 
House,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 
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Mr.  Long,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  oblaiiieA 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for 
holding  an  election  for  Delegate  to  Congress  from  the  Territo- 
ry, members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
certain  other  officers ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  mcv 
lion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Ernest  was  added  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  following  memorial  and  resolution, 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  readiag 
to-morrow : 

7b  the  Congress  of  the  UnUed  States : 
THE  MEMORIAL  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council 

of  Florida, 

Rbspbctfully  Shbwbth — That  the  harbor  of  the  city  of 
Apalachicola,  is  susceptible  of  great  improvement  at  a  small 
expense.  That  the  straight  channel  which  has  been  already 
made,  might,  with  a  little  labor,  be  deepened  and  widened,  in 
such  a  manner  as  greatly  to  extend  its  usefulness,  and  admit 
vessels  of  a  large  class,  coming  in  at  the  West  Pass,  to  come  im- 
mediately to  the  wharf,  and  save  an  immense  annual  expense  in 
lighterage.  That  by  proper  means,  and  a  small  expenditure,  it  is 
believed  that  the  whole  current  of  the  river,  might  be  thrown 
through  this  straight  channel,  and  thus  prevent  it  from  ever  again 
filling  up.  That  by  a  gale  of  the  past  summer,  the  shoals  at  one 
part  of  this  channel  were  so  increased,  as  not  to  admit  vessek 
drawing  more  than  six  and  a  half  feet  to  pass  to  the  city,  whilst 
vessels  drawing  twelve  and  a  half  feet  full,  can,  at  ordinary  bigk 
water,  come  in  at  the  West  Pass  in  safety,  and  are  compelled 
to  remain  at  anchor  from  four  to  six  miles  below  the  city,  in 
consequence  of  the  obstructions  mentioned. 

The  bar  mentioned  as  formed  in  the  straight  channel,  is  as- 
certain^ to  be  narrow,  and  of  easy  removal.  This  improve* 
ment  would  also  enable  vessels  coming  in  at  the  East  Pass  (ex* 
i:ept  the  largest)  to  come  up  to  the  Ivharves,  by  removing  the 
only  other  dlistructiofi  existing,  to  wit :  a  narrow  shoal  running 
across  the  channel,^  between  St.  Greorge's  Isiand  and  the  main 
land,  known  as  the  Bulk  Head,  which  it  would  be  easy  to  re* 
move.  Vessels  drawing  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  'water,  at  ordi- 
nary high  tide,  can  pass  the  bar  at  the  East  Pass,  bat  all  which 
enter  by  that  Pass,  drawing  over  four  and  a  half  feet,  are  com- 
pelled to  lay  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the  city,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  obstructions  at  the  Bulk  Head,  and  in  the  straight 
channel. 

It  is  believed  that  a  moderate  appropriation  would  eflSsct  both 
these  objects,  and  they  would  vastly  enhance  the  value  of  the 
harbor,  and  produce  an  immense  aimual  saving  to  vessels  in 
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lighterage,  prorided  the  appropriation  bt  judieiously  expedded 
under  the  supervision  and  control  of  competent  and  trust  worthy 
persons. 

For  the  importance  of  the  harbor  in  a  commercial  point  of 
▼i«w,  and  to  prove  that  it  well  merits  the  attention  of  Congress, 
your  men>oriah*std  need  only  refer  to  its  position  on  the  map,  by 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  the  only  outlet,  to  an  immense 
and  fertile  country,  not  only  penetrating  across  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  but  far  into  the  interior  ol  Georgia  and  Alabama,  which 
country  is  yet  new,  and  only  smnll  portions  of  it  brought  into 
cultivation.  But  your  memorialists  refer  to  the  Custom  House 
returns  for  conclusive  evidence,  that  the  trade  already  flowing 
through  the  Port  in  question,  well  deserves  the  appropriation 
asked.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  would  accomplish  the  purposes  proposed. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  annexed  memorial  be  forwarded  to  our 
Delegate  in  Congress,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  urge  the  pro- 
priety of  the  appropriation  upon  Congress. 
•  The  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  appointing  a  Joint 
Sommittee  to  ej^amine  into  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the 
Couthern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  was  taken  up  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Williams  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes, 
which  were  as  follows : 

Ayes — Mr.  Speak  r,  Blackburn,  Bryan.  Cone,  Dancey,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 
Lonp,  McKinnon,  Mclianey,  Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott, 
and  Williams — 21. 

Nays — 0. 

So  the  said  Resolution  was  adopted  unanimously  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  "an  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
now  in  force  in  relation  to  Roads,  Hi^zhways,  &c.  <&c.  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Westcotf's  resolutions  to  expunge  certain  proceedings  in 
this  House  in  1839,  frorti  the  Journals,  and  for  other  purposes, 
offered  on  Friday  last,  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  on  the 
table  until  Thursday  next. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock 
A.M. 


Tuesday,  18th  January,  1842. 

'  The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  name  of  Mr.  Lott  was  strick- 
en from  the  Standing  Commitieos,  and  tliat  of  Air.  Long  inserted. 

Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  tnorot 
effectually  to  suppress  the  issuing  of  change  bills,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Ernest  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Es-, 
Gambia  County,  praying  for  a  division  of  said  County  ;   which 
was  read,  and  relisrred  to^a  Select  Committee ; 

Messrs.  Lancaster,  Blackburn,  McKinnon,  Ernest  and  Kelly, 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  be  requested  tQ 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  as  many  copies  of  a  pamphlet 
containing  the  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  as  shall  enable  the  Chief  Clerk  to  place  one,  copy  on  the 
desk  of  each  member  of  this  House. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  Th?it  the  Committee  on  Corporations  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
incorporating  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  and  that  said  Cot«mittee  have  power  to 
take  testimony,  and  send  f  )r  persons  and  papers. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions,  viz: 

Whereas,  Suwannee  River  takes  its  rise  in,  and  traverses  a 
fertile  and-  productive  rei^ion  of  country,  well  suited  to  the 
growth  of  cotton,  and  other  Southern  productions :  And 
Whereas^  for  the  want  of  a  port  of  entry  at  a  convenient  place 
near  the  mouth  of  Suwannee  river,  the  Cotton  grown  in  the 
Counties  of  Madison,  Hamilton,  Columbia  and  Alachtia,  in  thig 
Territory,  and  of  Lowndes  and  other  Counties  in  Georgia,  is 
necessarily  transported  by  wagons  to  the  Gulf  or  Atlantic  sea- 
board, frequently  a  distance  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles  ;.or 
is  transported  on  open  boats,  impelled  with  poles  down  the  St|- 
wannee,  and  along  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Port 
Leon  or  other  places,  at  great  hazard  and  expense,  and  to  th^ 
great  detrmient  of  the  well  settling  of  said  counties  ; 

Be  it  therefore  Resoloed  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  tkf 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Flp.- 
rida,  be  requested  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  procure  an  act  of 
Congress,  establishing  a  Port  of  Entry  at  Cedar  Keys,  near  th^ 
mouth  of  the  Suwannee  River. 

Be  it  furtlier  Resolved,  That  said  Delegate  be  requested  to 
procure  an  appropriation  from  Congress,  to  clear  away  all  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  said  River,  and  that  his  best  ex- 
ertions to  attain  these  objects  be  solicited. 

Which  PreambiQ  and  Resolutions  were  read  the  first  time» 
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and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  the  second  and  third  timet  and 
adopted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communica* 
lion  from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Account* : 
To  the  Honorable  the  l^eaker 

of  the  House  of  R^oresentaHves : 
Sim:  I  herewith  transmit  a  Keport  of  all  the  Tax  on  Sales  at 
Auction,  made  to  this  office  for  the  last  five  years,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  12th  instant. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  a  repeal  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
Auctioneers,  affixing  a  pencdty  of  20  per  cent  on  sales  at  auction, 
leaving  the  weight  of  proof  and  prosecution  on  the  Territory, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  affix  a  specific  penalty,  that  would  ensure  the 
observance  of  the  statute  requiring  regular  quarterly  returns. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLER, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 
ISth  January^  IS42. 

Which  was  received,  read,  and  two  hundred  copies  of  the  list 
of  Auctioneers,  and  their  yetrlv  returns  and  payments,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
The  House  thee  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  19thy  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  •f 
jresterday^s  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Long  ofieredthe  following  Resolutions,  viz: 
R'isolved,  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territoty  ofFlori" 
da^  That  the  Delegate  from  Fiori'da  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  by  Congress,  requiring  the  Banks  of  Florida, 
to  pay  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  their  notes  or  ob- 
li^tions,  or  funds  received  by  them  in  deposite :  and  if  said 
Corporations  shall  refuse  or  suspend  said  payment,  such  refusal 
or  suspension  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  their  Charters ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  United  States  Attorney,  for  the  Judi- 
cial Districts  in  Florida,  upon  application  of  any  holder  of  any 
note,  or  obligation  of  either  of  said  Banks,  or  of  any  depositor  of 
funds  in  either  of  said  Banks,  who  has  demanded  of  said  Bank 
or  Banks,  a  redemption  or  payment  in  lawful  currency,  of  said 
note,  obligation  or  deposite,  and  been  refused  by  said  Bank  or 
Banks,  to  institute,  in  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
proceedings  by  bill  or  scire  facias,  to  be  served  on  the  President 
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and  Directors  of  said  Bank  or  Banks*  in  any  of  the  Superior 
Courts  of  said  Territory,  to  annul  and  forfeit  the  Charter  of 
said  Bank  or  Banks ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  said  Banks 
to  prepare  to  pay  specie  for  their  liabilities,  the  said  law  is  not 
to  take  efiect  until  after  the  Ist  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1843. 

Be  it  further  Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  this  House  do  make  out,  sign  and  certify,  a  copy 
of  tnest  Resolutions,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  them  by  mail  to  the  Hon.  D.  Levy.  Delegate  in  Congress. 

Which  was  read  tlie  first  time,  and  ordered  lor  a  second 
reading  on  Friday. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Tauabassbb,  January  15th,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida: 

J  transmit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Citv  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  present  year. 

'^Signed)  R.  K.CALU 

Which  Report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved^  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida 
be  requested  most  respectfully,  to  communicate  to  this  House,  a 
copy  of  the  communication  made  to  him  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Tallahassee  Fund  in  June  last,  and  which  is  referred  to  io 
the  report  of  said  Commissioner,  dated  Jan.  dd,  1842. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  followinjo;  Resolution,  viz : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire under  what  law,  or  by  what  authority,  the  expenditures 
for  the  boring  machine,  and  implements,  and  pipes,  and  well,  in 
the  capitol  square,  were  incurred  and  made,  and  out  of  what 
fund  those  heretofore  paid  have  been  paid ;  and  also  the  account 
of  such  expenditures,  by  whom,  when,  and  to  whom  made,  and 
make  report  to  this  House. 

Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cone,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report,  viz : 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Contested  Election 

of  Charles  L.  Dell  and  Wm.  D.  Branch,  have  had  the  same 

under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  by  the  act  of  1833,  any 
person  mtending  to  contest  an  Election,  shall  within  30  days 
after  the  election,  give  to  the  person  whose  election  he  intends 
to  contest,  a  written  notice,  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
lame  wHl  be  contestedi  and  the  nanae  oi  the  Justice  or  Notary 
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Public  before  whom  depositions  will  be  taken,  and  of  the  tinne 
an.d  place  when  such  depositions  will  be  taken.  There  was 
submitted  to  your  Committee  written  statements,  which  were 
rejected  for  want  of  form  and  legality. 

It  therefore  appears  to  your  Committee  that  no  such  notice 
has  been  given,  and  no  depositions  as  required  by  said  act  has 
been  given  or  taken,  and  that  the  only  competent  testimony 
which  has  been  subu?itted  to  your  Committee,  in  reference  to 
the   matter  under  consideration,  is  a   transcript  of  the  Poll 

Which  was  received,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
Books,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court 
of  i^lachua  County,  from  which  it  appears  that  Wm.  D.  Branch 
received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  election,  and  is 
therefore  entitled  to  a  seal  in  this  House  as  a  Representative 
from  said  County. 

The  Committee  would  therefore  report,  and  ask  the  adoption 
of  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  Wm.  D. 
Branch  was  duly  elected  a  representative  from  the  County  of 
Alachua,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  such. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  W.  CONE,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  tl\e  Secretary  of  the  Territory  be  requested  to 
submit  to  this  Housb  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  original  returns 
in  his  office  of  tlie  last  election  in  Alachua  County  for  a  member 
of  this  House  from  said  County,  which  were  received  before  the 
Executive  Proclamation  «»f  the  Election  was  made,  and  also  any 
returns  received  by  the  Governor  since. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Dancy,  frotn  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  made  the 
following  Report: 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Gover- 

ernor's  Message  as  relates  to  the  Militia  of  this  Territory, 

have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  consulted  with  the  Committee  on  the  same 
iubject  in  behalf  of  the  Senate :  And  that  a  Joint  Report  and 
Bill  have  been  agreed  on,  which  will  be  introduced  into  the  Se- 
nate this  day.  F.  S.  DANCY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cone,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  made  the  following 
Report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jesse  Carter,  late  Tax  Collector  of  Alachua  County, 

REPORT: 
.  That  it  seems  by  the  doeuments  submitted,  that  Mr.  Carter 
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met  with  insurmountable  diflicultics  in  collecting  the  assessed 
taxes  upon  the  Arredondo,  and  oilier  large  iracts  of  land, 
claimed  under  Spanish  grants,  although  he  advertised  them,  and 
^lid.his  utmost  to  enforce  the  law  for  the  collection  of  taxes.  It 
is  stated  he  was  restrained  by  injunction  cr  other  legal  process; 
although  no  documentary  evidence  is  given  of  this  fact,  yet  the 
petitioner  has  sworn  to  il,  and  it  is  not  doubted  to  be  so.  After 
the  large  claimants  had  successfully  resisted  the  taxes,  other' 
citizens  followed  their  course.  The  Indian  war  was  raging  at 
its  height  in  Alachua.  He  had  great  dilliculcies  to  encountei', 
and  vvas  unable  to  realize  the  amount  of  his  assessed  list.  He 
incurred  considerable  expense  in  advertising  the  lands,  &c.  It 
is  understood  he  is  ready  to  pay  over  all  he  has  collected,  de- 
ducting these  legal  expenses,  and  his  commissions  on  what  is 
collected.  Under  al!  the  circumstances,  the  Committee  deem 
this  course  just  and  equitable,  and  report  a  bill  to  that  effect,  here- 
to annexed.  The  Committee  have  paid  some  attention  to  a  very 
elaborate  opinion  of  counsel,  setting  fortii' the  invalidity  of  the 
Territorial  laws  taxing  lands.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Co'^i^ittee,  that  most  of  the  positions  assumed  and  contended 
for  in  this  opinion  are  not  tenable.  Certainly  sound  policy  re- 
quires such  taxation.  The  Committee  believe  the  most  just  and 
equitable  tax  ivhich  can  be  laid  would  be  upon  lands.  If  all  the 
taxes  assessed  were  levied  upon  that  species  of  property,  the 
laws  respecting  taxes  would  operate  more  justly  and  equally 
than  they  now  do.  The  owners  of  large  Spanish  grants,  mostly 
non-residents,  keep  their  lands  out  of  market,  by  holding  them 
at.  extravagant  prices — they  contribute  nothing  towards  build- 
ing roads  and  bridges — they  incur  none  of  the  expenses  incident 
to  a  new  country — they  do  not  serve  in  our  Mihtia,  on  Juries, 
or  perform  patrol  duties  in  Florida — but  on  the  contrary  they 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  enterprises  of  the  pioneer  settlers. 
They  have  encountered  none  of  the  hardships  or  perils  of  th© 
Indian  war,  and  by  consequence  of  their  lands  being  unsettled^ 
these  lands  are  nests  a«d  hiding  places  for  hordes  of  hosiil© 
Indians,  from  which  they  have  made  irruptions  to  murder  the 
citizens,  and  devastate  their  property;  ^nd  yet  these  people  would 
ask  to  be  exempt  from  all  taxation  !  If  the  laws  taxing  them  are 
invalid  or  imperfect,  they  should  be  made  valid  and  perfect. 
The  Committee  recommend  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Finance  Committee.  In  addition  to  the  bill  reported,  they 
rep6rt  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  CONE,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  instructed  to  re- 
vise and  amend  the  laws  respecting  taxation,  so  as  to  secure 
the  collection  of  taxes  from  the  owners  of  Spanish  grahts,  and 
lands  of  other  non-resident9,  equal  to  those  paid  by  residents. 

Which  Report  was  received,  and  the  Resolution  adopted. 
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Mr.  Cone,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  to  which  wa« 
rererred  the  petition  of  Jesse  Carter,  late  Tax  Collector  of  Ala- 
chua County,  introduced  the  following  Bill,  viz : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter  late 
Tax  Collector  of  Alachua  County,  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  (and  ihe  rule  being  waived,)  was  read  the  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  Memorial  and  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Lewis  on 
Monday  last,  was  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  their  concurrence. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  January  20th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Elzuardi  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
introduce  a  Bill  to  increase  the  foes  of  certain  County  Officers* 

Mr.  Cone  presented  the  petition  of  David  Piatt,  praying  for  a 
renewal  of  the  Charter  establishing  Piatt's  Ferry  ; 

Which  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements. 

Mr.  Dancy  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  con* 
cerning  Public  Defaulters; 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  (the  rule  being 
waived,)  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to 
which  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to 
the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  relation  to  Roads  and  Highways, 
^c,  &c.,  reported  the  same  to  the  House  without  amendment; 

Which  Report  was  received,  the  Bill  ordered  to  lie  on  th« 
table,  and  50  copies  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Westcott's  resolutions  to  expunge  certain  proceedings  in 
this  House  in  1839  from  the  Journals,  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  ot  the  day 
for  to-morrow, 

A  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  subject 
of  nominations,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  acyourned  until  to-morrow. 
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FsEDAT,  January  2l9t,  1842. 

The  Hoase  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  the  journals  of 
yesterdays  proceedinf^s  was  read. 

Mr.  Ernest  moxred  lh.it  the  (Jpmmittee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  Expediency  of  arnendinij  the  Law 
in  relation  to  Jurors  so  as  to  authorise  the  Grand  Jury  to  be 
Selected. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Arnou,  the  member  elect  from  Calhoun  County,  appear- 
ed was  sworn  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  followmg  Communi- 
cation: 

Office  op  the  Secretary,      ) 
Tallahassee,  January  21sl,  1842.  J 

Hon.  Nathaniel  \V.   Walker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, passed  on  the  ll>lh  ultimo,  f  submit  to  that  honorable 
body,  the  ori^jinal  returns,  now  on  file  in  my  office,  of  the  last 
election  m  Alachua  County  for  a  member  of  your  House.  No 
additional  returns  have  been  received,  since  the  Executive  Proc- 
lamation was  made.  Very  respectfully  your 

ob*t  Servant, 
THO.  H.  DUVAL, 

Sec'y  of  Florida. 

Which  was  read  and  the  returns  inclosed  laid  on  the  table  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  from  his  Excellency  the  CJovernor 
was  received  and  read: 

Tallahassee,  21st  January,  1842, 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida, 

I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  Condition  of  the  South- 
ern Life  InsurAnce  and  Trust  Company,  on  the  first  of  the  pres- 
ent month.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Ordered  that  the  Statement  of  the  Condition  of  said  Bank  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations  and  50  copies  piint- 
ed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  Communi- 
cation: 
To  the  Hon,  Legislative  Cottncil 

of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 

The  Legislative  Council,  at  its  last  Session,  appointed  the  un- 
dersigned to  revise  the  Laws  of  the  Territory,  and  requested 
him  to  naake  a  report  thereof  to  the  Council  at  its  present  Ses« 
sion. 

8 
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He  has  now  the  honor  to  report  to  that  body,  that  he  has 
commenced  the  work  assifjned  him,  and  he  hopes,  if  he 
hasf  health,  during  the  ensuing  summer,  to  complete,  and  be  able 
to  report  to  the  Council,  at  its  next  session,  the  result  of  bis  la- 
bor. 

His  plan  contemplates  a  cornplete  division  of  the  whole  body 
of  Statutory  law,  and  the  digesting  and  arranging  of  it  into  dis- 
tinct chapters,  according  to  the  subject  matter.  It  will  at  once 
be  seen,  that  the  magnitude  of  this  undertaking  is  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  undersigned's  inability  to  make  a  final  report  at 
the  present  Session  of  ihe  Council. 

The  value  and  usefulness  of  such  a  code  as  the  undersigned 
contemplates  must  depend  upon  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  and 
circumstances  of  the  country  ;  and  to  its  arrangement  into  a 
system.  The  undersigned  can  give  no  further  assurances,  than 
that  he  will  spare  no  labor  to  make  the  work  as  perfect  as  his 
abilities  will  allow.  WM.  MARVIN. 

Tallahassee,  January  21,1842. 

Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution, 
viz: 

Whereas,  according  to  an  act  concerning  Indian  depreda- 
tions, and  for  other  purposes,  approved  24th  February,  1841,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  lay  before  the  present  Leg- 
islative Council,  the  results  reported  to  him  by  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  under  said  act,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and 
hearing  the  claims  of  citizens  of  this  Territory,  for  losses  occa- 
sioned by  Indian  depredations,  since  the  1st  November,  1835 : 

Therefore  he  it  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  ot  the  Territory 
of  Florida  be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  reports  of 
said  Commissioners,  (if  any,)  and  all  other  information  on  this 
subject,  which  he  may  possess  or  think  proper  to  suggest. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr.  Weslcott's  Preiamble  and  Resolutions  to  expunge  certain 
proceedings  of  this  House  in  1839,  from  the  Journals,  was  taken 
up; 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  said 
resolutions  until  next  Tuesday ; 

Which  motion  was  lost ; 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  said  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tions, the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lancaster 
and  Kelly,  were  as  follows : 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor, 
Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams— 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent — 10. 

So  the  said  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  adopted. 
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The  Preamble  and  Resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  until 
Monday  next. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Public  Defaulters,  was  read 
a  third  time«  and  passed  ; 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  the  House  now  adjourn,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Ernest  were  as 
follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Battle,  Brj'an,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lan- 
caster, Lone:,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Tabor — 11. 

Nays — Afr.  Speaker,  iJfessrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dan- 
cy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Taylor, 
Westcott— 13. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Chief  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  make  the  Entry, "Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  House,  21st  January,  1842  "as  directed 
by  the  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Wostcott  co«»curred  in  this  day  by 
the  Honse. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


Monday,  24th  January,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
Friday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Ernest  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Act 
regulating  Judicial  proceedings,  so  as  to  entitle  Justices  of  the    . 
Peace  to  appoint  Constables  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Mr.  McRaeny  gave  notice  that  he  will  on  some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an 
Act  entitled  an  Act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws 
for  the  year  1840,  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  all  arrears 
to  and  from  the  Territorial  Treasury,  approved  2nd  March, 
1840. 

Mr.  Battle  gives  notice  that  he  will  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  incorporate  a  Bridge  at  Chapman's 
Mills,  on  the  Chipola  river,  in  Jackson  County. 

Mr.  Westcott  asked  the  rules  to  be  waived  that  he  might, 
without  previous  notice  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to 
secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency.    Also, 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  enable  crecjitors  of  Banks  to 
collect  debts  due  tberefirom  oat  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful 
money. 
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On  the  qnesiion  of  waiving  the  rules,the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Dan  cy,  were 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Burney,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRae- 
ny.  Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  KelJy,  Long,  Malone,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Stephens — 7. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Westcott  gave  notice  that  be  would  on  to-morrow  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  Bills : 

1st.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Flor- 
ida from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency. 

2d.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks 
to  collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful 
money. 

Mr.  Edwards,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  bo  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  , 
entitled  an  Act  concerning  improvements  made  on  public  lands, 
approved  September  16ih,  1822. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lancaster  presented  the  petition  of  the  Intendant  and 
Council  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  praying  for  an  amendment 
of  the  act  of  Incorporaiioii  uf  said  town,  which  was  received  and 
referred  lo  a  special  Committee  of  three. 

Mes?rs.  Lancaster,  Cone  and  Pent  were  appointed  that  Com- 
mittee. 

The  following  message. was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Tallahassee,  January  24th,  1842. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Hous.e  of  Representatives: 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  request  coniaiped  in  the  Reso- 
lution proposed  by  the  House  o(  Representatives  on  the  19th 
instant,  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Tallahas- 
see, made  to  the  Executive  on  the  1st  June  last,  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  Report  enclosed  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts. ' 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Treasur- 
er of  the  Territory,  viz  : 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 
Treasurer's  Office, 
Tallahassee^  24th  January,  1842. 
To  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  W.  Walker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 
Sir, — Incompliance  with  the  resolutiouof  the  House  ofRe- 
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preseotattveSy  [  have  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  in  a  list  of  the 
Auctioneers  of  the  Territory,  shewing  the  dates  of  their  Com. 
mission^,  together  with  li  e  dales  of  the  Bonds  of  those  on  file  in 
this  office  as  the  law  requires. 

I  have  endeavored  to  enforce  that  portion  of  the  law  requiring 
that  the  Bond^  of  all  Auctioneers  **  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury  office,"  but  as  will  appear  by  the  list,  little  attention 
has  been  paid  to  circulars  from  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Public  Accounts. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  resolution 
as  a  substitute  for  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  respecting 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  viz : 

"  Whereas,  from  the  continued  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida;  the  great  depreciation  of 
its  bills,  and  the  consequent  uncertainty  which  prevails  on  this 
subject,  which  is  calculated  to  exert  a  very  pernicious  influ- 
ence on  the  industry,  enterprise,  and  trade  of  the  Territory  ; 

**  Therefore  be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre^ 
sentativeSt  That  a  joint  select  committee  of  four  members  of 
each  House  be  appointed  (in  such  manner  as  the  respective 
houses  may  prescribe,)  to  devise  the  best  means  to  remedy  the 
evil  of  the  present  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  (should  they  deem 
i  t  necessary,)  to  report  a  bill  to  place  the  affairs  of  said  institution 
in  progress  of  liquidation,  and  wind  up  said  Bank  as  speedily  as 
practicable." 

Mr,  Westcolt  moved  the  said  message  and  resolution  of  the 
Senate  be  referred  to  the  Committee  (wi  Corporations,  with  in- 
structions to  report  thereon  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  yeas  and  n(»G8  bein^r  called  on  said  motion  by  Messrs. 
Wesicoit  and  Lancaster,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  A. rnou,  Burney,  Dancy,' Dell, 

d wards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele, 
Taylor,  Westcolt,  Williams— 15, 

Noes — Messrs.  Battle,  Cone,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long, 
Malone,  McKinnon, 'Stephens — 9, 

So  the  motion  of  reference  prevailed. 

Mr.  Steele  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton,  made  the  following  re* 
port,  viz : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Benjamin  6.  Thornton, 

REPORT: 
That  they  have  given  the  subject  a  careful  and  attentive  ex- 
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amInatioD,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  as  the  result,  the  subjoioed 
facts  and  conclusions : 

In  the  year  1823,  a  contract  was  entered  into  by  the  peti- 
tioner, with  ^ohn  P.  Duva),  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  Talla- 
hassee Fttud,  in  which  the  petitioner  eni^aijcd,  for  $17,000,  to 
erect  and  cover  in  a  capilol  for  the  Territory.  The  building 
was  to  be  large,  and  all  the  materials  to  be  furnished  by  the  con- 
tractor, except  the  bricks,  which  were  the  subject  of  a  contract 
with  another  person  for  the  sum  of  $6000.  The  Commissioner 
on  the  part  of  the  Tcrrilorv  en„atrcd  to  supply  the  necessary 
funds  for  accomplishing  the  work  as  it  progressed,  and  prepa- 
rations were  made  and  carried  on  with  praiseworthy  energy, 
zeal  and  vigor,  on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  and  in  such  manner 
as  to  meet  the  entire  sanction  a,nd  approbation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  to  inspire  a  well  grounded  confidence,  that  the 
skill,  ability  and  perseverance,  so  energetically  exerted,  would 
ensure  a  speedy  completion  of  the  contract. 

Your  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  detail 
of  the  minor  and  minute  matters  in  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tions and  circumstances,  that  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  object 
for  which  the  contractor  was  bound — which  have  for  years  past 
brought  the  subject  before  this  body,  and  the  petitioner  in  the  at- 
titude of  a  suppliant,  for  rights  repeatedly  conceded  here,  that 
if  claimed  by  one  individual  (coin  another,  would  promptly  be 
awarded  by  any  Judical  Tribunal  in  our  country.  They  hope 
It  may  suffice  to  say,  that  from  the  testimony  adduced  the  con- 
tract was  faithfully  observed  and  performed  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor,  to  the  utmost  limit  of  his  own  private  means,  as  long 
as  he  saw  any  prospect  of  being  sustained — that  it  was  broken 
on  the  part  01  the  Territory,  the  stipulated  payments  withheld, 
and  the  progress  of  the  work  arrested,  and  tinally  abandoned 
after  ruinous  expenditures  had  been  made  for  its  accomplish- 
ment from  the  contractors  own  resources. 

From  these  ruinous  expenditures,  though  made  in  the  fulfill- 
ment of  a  solemn  contract,  under  the  eye,  and  with  the  sanction 
and  approbation  of  the  agent,  who  was  a  party  to  the  engage- 
ment, the  Territory  has  hitherto  refused  i em uneration;  and 
your  Committee,  with  the  firm  and  settled  conviction  of  the 
justice  of  the  claim,  view  as  a  matter  of  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment, the  continued  delay  from  year  tp  year  in  awarding  that 
justice,  whilst  its  consequences  have  been  irretrievable  ruin, 
penury  an.1  sufTerirg  to  the  claimant. 

Your  Committee  trust,  that  this  reproach  may  no  longer  rest 
tpon  tbe  honor  and  faith  of  the  Territory ;  and  while  by  a  sim- 
ple act  of  justice  the  foul  blot  may  be  cleansed  from  her  escut- 
cheon, the  wrongs  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  a  meritorious  citi- 
zen, if  they  cannot  be  wholly  repaired,  may  after  such  long  en- 
durance, be  mitigated,  at  a  time  when  the  infirmities  ot  age,  ill- 
faealth,  and  a  broken  coDStitutioOi  have  added  their  gloomy  and 
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depressing  effects  to  the  injustice  he  has  so  unmeritedly  suffered. 

From  the  statements  presented,  Mr.  Thornton  received  dur- 
ing the  proijress  of  the  work,  tlic  sum  of  $4034  ^0.  This  sum, 
as  would  appear  from  the  evidence,  was  but  a  small  portion  of 
the  amount  expended,  in  preparation  and  materials,  which  from 
the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Territory,  were'lost  hy  decay  mid 
waste.  For  these,  and  the  ruinous  consequences  ot'  iKe  hrf?a(h 
of  contract,  the  unpaid  balance  due  upon  it,  wou!  i  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  more  than  indemnify  the  petitioner. 

They  submit  the  following 

BILL, 
To  be  entitled  ^An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Morida,  That  Benjamin  G.  Tiiornton  be  paid  in 
full  of  his  claim  against  this  Territory,  the  sum  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  which  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  shall  issue  to 
him  Treasury  Certificates,  bearing  interest  at  six  percent  from 
date,  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  demand,  and  payable  in  not 
less  than  six  months  from  date. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

AUGUSTUS  STEELE,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Joint  Resolution  Respecting  a  Revision  op  the  Laws. 

Resolved,  {if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  the  Hon.  William 
Marvin  be  requested  to  proceed  in  his  revision  of  the  laws,  and 
to  make  report  in  time  for  the  same  to  be  submitted  to  the  Le- 
gislature on  the  first  day  of  its  next  session. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- mor- 
row. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Mosquito 
County,  passed  by  the  House  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  was  re- 
turned with  the  following  message  : 

Bill  passed  bv  striking  out  the  preamble  as  per  brackets. 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

21st  January,  1842.  Sec'y  Senate. 

Which  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  a  Joint  Resolution  of 
the  House  appointing  a  Committee  to  investigate  and  examine 
into  the  affairs  of  the  condition  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company  and  its  Branches,  which  was  adopted  bv 
the  House  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  with  the  following  message : 

Adopted  by  the  Senate — Messrs.  Bcrthelot,  Walker  and 
Livingston,  Committee.  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Sec'y  Senate. 

Whereupon,  the  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Lancaster,  Mc- 
Kinnon  and  Stephens  a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Edwards  on  a  previous  day, 
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calliog  OD  the  Governor  for  information,  was  read  a  second  timo 
and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  returned  to  the  House  as  adopled,  wiihout 
amendment,  certain  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
House,  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his  best  ex- 
ertions to  procure  from  Con^^ress  an  appropriation  to  clear 
away  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River, 
&c.  &c. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
now  in  force  in  relation  to  Roads,  Highways,  <fec.,  was  laid  on 
the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Sundry  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  Wednesday  last 
respecting  the  Banks  of  Florida,  were  read  the  third  time  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dell,  of  Alachua,  whose  seat  in  this  House  is  contested 
by  Mr.  Branch,  presented  his  protest  in  answer  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Elections,  to  which  the  same  had  been  re* 
ferred. 

Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  25th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  Joint  Committee  appointed 
yesterday,  on  a  Joint  Resolution  ot  the  House,  concurred  in  by 
the  Senate,  respecting  the  examination  into  the  affairs  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  was 
discharged  therefrom ; 

Messrs.  Williams,  Long  and  Westcott,  were  appointed  said 
Committee  en  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis  gives  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  Election  for  JUembers  to  the  Legislative  Council 
in  the  County  of  Franklin. 

Mr.  Steele  gives  notice  that,  at  a  future  day,  he  shall  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  restrict  the 
power  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  on  the  subject  of  bail.. 

Mr.  Cone  gives  notice  that  he  will,  after  to-day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  legitimate  a  certlain  child  therein  named. 

Mr,  Arnou  presented  the  petition  of  Edward  Bolen,  Jailer  of 
Calhoun  County,  and  sundry  citizens  of  said  County,  praying 
for  the  remuneration  of  said  Jailor  for  guarding  certain  prisoners; 

Which  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee; 
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Messrs.  Arnou,  Taylor,  Edward  and  Lewis,  were  appointed 
that  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  ot  George  Branning, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
reported  the  Bill  to  the  House  as  amended. 

W.  TABOR, 
Chairman  Committee  Internal  Improvements. 

A  Resolution  offered  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Edwards,  calling 
on  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  information,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  adopted. 

A  Joint  Resolution  respecting  a  Revision  of  the  Laws,  ofiered 
by  Mr.  Westcott  on  Monday  last,  was  read  a  second  and  third 
time,  (the  rule  being  waived,)  and  adopted. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorise  George  Branning  to 
build  a  Bridge,  or  establish  a  Ferry,  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  Bill  to 
be  entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  concern- 
ing Improvements  made  on  Public  Lands,  approved  16th  Sep- 
tember, 1828 ;  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair ; 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  the  Bill  to  the  House  as 
amended ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Musquito 
County,  (returned  by  the  Senate  as  amended,)  was  taken  up  ; 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  the  House  unanimously  agreed 
to  insist  on  the  original  Bill,  without  amendment ; 

Which  was  Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts 
now  in  force  in  relation  to  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries,  wag 
put  on  its  passage,  and  passed ;  ^ 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Tho  contested  Election  of  a  member  from  Alachua  County, 
was  again  taken  up,  and  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow.        ^ 

The  messages  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  on  nomina- 
tions was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clocL 
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STATEIVEIVT 

Of  ih»  Condition  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Cempanf, 

Brane^s  and  Agency,  Saturday  Morning,  January  Ist^  18^. 

Resoarces  and  Toncbers. 

Amoant  dae  upon  Bondii  and  Mortgages,  705,494  67 

Do.      do.    do.  Notes  and  Bills  discounted,  776  JOO  97 

Suspended  Debt,  9,758  37 

Notes  for  special  advances  on  cotton,  40,660  08 

Stocks  held  by  this  Company,  53,045  00 

Loan  to  the  Territory  and  Corporation  Bonds,  47,000  00 

Real  Estate,  22,675  12 

Personal  Property,  8,073  11 

Amount  due  from  Banks  other  than  Branches  of  this  Company  and 

individuals,  51,791  82 

Amount  due  from  the  Union  and  Union  and  Potomac  Companies 

of  Afaryland  and  Virginia,  86,487  89 

Orerdrafls  of  sundry  individuals,  14,676  05 

Casb. 
Items  counted  as  equal  to  cash,  7,284  06 

Available  notes  of  other  Banks,  3,170  00 

Speciq,  714  61 


11,168  67 

Besulting  balances  for  items'in  transitu  between  different  offices,  1,045  65 

Balance  of  profit  and  loss  afler  deductmg  losses  and  expenses,  78,721  55 

Dolls.    1,906,298  85 
liiabilities  and  Capital  Stock. 

Notes  of  this  Company  issued,  597,537  00 

Da     do.         do.        on  hand,  524,894  00 

Leaving  unredeemed  and  in  circulation,  72,643  00 

Post  Notes  in  circulation,  12,850  00 

Due  to  Banks,  other  than  Branches  of  this  Company,  6.743  54 

Obligations  of  this  Company  past  due,  117,240  91 

Do.              do.          do.         payable  in  1842,  168,396  83 

Do.              do.          do.         payable  in  1843,  48,663  28 

Ce;  tificates  issued  to  Union  and  Union  and  Potomac  Companies,  69,300  00 

Certificates  of  deposit  bearing  interest*  38,982  10 

Do.   .            do.        without  interest,  16,364  32 

Dividends  unpaid,  972  50 

Deposits  at  the  various  offices,  59,883  81 

Other  obligations  of  this  Company,  99,487  53 

LiabUities,  71i,52T  82 
Sterling  Cirtificates  issued,                                           400,000  00 
Do.            do.         on  hand,                                       150,000  00 


350,000  00 
Note. — ^The  Company  do  not  consider  themselves  as  principal, 

or  the  Territory  as  endorser,  liable  for  this  amount. 
Deposites  Xo  apply  on  discounted  paper,  27,471  03 

Capital  Stock  paid  in,  917,300  00 

Dolls.    1.906,298  85 
GEO.  FIELD,  Pres't  S.  L.  Ins.  and  Trust  Co. 
A.  G.  Hammond,  AssH  Cashier. 
Tekritort  of  Florida,  >         On  this  18th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1842, 
Leon  County.  J  personally  came  before  me  the  undersigned,  a 

Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Geo.  Field,  President,  and 
Andrew  G.  Hammond,  Assistant  Cashier,  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company,  who  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  the  within  state* 
ment  of  the  condition  of  the  said  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Co.  is 
just  and  true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Witness  my  hand  the  day  and  voar  first  above  written  at  Tallahassee. 

BENJAMIN  W.  GAUSE,  Josticeof  the  Peace, 
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Wednesday,  January  SJdihf  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceeeings  was  read. 

Mr.  Malone  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
Open  Accounts. 

Mr.  Lancaster  presented  the  Election  Returns  of  Duval 
County,  which  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  three  ; 

Messrs.  Westcott,  Elzaurdi  and  McKinnon  were  appointed 
that  Committee. 

Mr.  Westcott  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  enable  ex- 
ecution creditors  to  collect  their  judgments  out  of  stocks,  choses 
iti  action  of  defendants  in  execution,  or  out  of  property  to  which 
defendants  may  have  an  equitable  title  only." 

Mr.  Long,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  pen- 
alties for  the  removal  of  personal  properly  mortgaged  to  the 
Union  Bank,  and  Southern  Life  Insutance  and  Trust  Company, 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Florida  ; 

Which  was  read  tie  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing on  tb-morfow. 

Mr.  Steele,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  restrict  the 
powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the  subject  of  Bail : 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  the  following  Bills  ; 

1st.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  secure  the  people  of 
Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency; 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  the  rule  being- 
waived,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Currency,  and  one 
hundred  copies  of  this,  or  such  bill  as  it  may  report,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  under  direction  of  the  Committee. 

2d.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks 
to  collect  debts  due  therefrom,  out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful 
moneyi 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  the  rule  being 
waived,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  and  100 
copies  of  this,  or  such  other  bill  as  it  may  report,  ordered  to  be 
pointed,  under  direction  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
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ask  leave  to  introdace  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Apalachicola. 

Mr.  Lancaster  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  Yarn,  praying 
to  be  allowed  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Black  Creek,  in  Duval 
County,  • 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements,  together  with  the  petition  of  George  Branning, 
and  the  Bill  reported  by  said  Committee  recommitted  for  far- 
ther consideration. 

IVfr.  Lancaster,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Intendant  and  Council  of  the  Town  of 
Jacksonville,  made  the  following  Report : 
The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Intendant  and  Council  of  the  Town  of  Jacksonville,  praying 
to  have  the  limits  of  the  Town  aforesaid  more  particularly  de- 
fined by  law,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

They  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  are  ot 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  petitioners  is  reasonable.  They 
therefore  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  therewith,  and 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

JOS.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Chairman  Select  Committee. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jackson- 
ville, which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

The  Documents  relating  to  the  contested  election  in  Alacbaa 
County  were  laid  en  the  table,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  fVestcott, 
the  parties  claiming  the  seat  as  a  member  from  said  County  were 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  Counsel  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  on 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution : 

Whereas,  an  appropriation  was  made  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  opening  and  constructing  a  Road  from 
Tallahassee  to  lola  on  the  Apalachicola  River  :  And,  whereas, 
the  said  appropriation  was  not  applied  to  the  purposes,  (or  which 
it  was  intended,  within  the  time  required  by  law. 

And,  whereas,  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  City  of 
Apalachicola,  and  the  general  good  and  welfare  of  its  citizens, 
demand  that  free  and  extensive  Roads  should  be  opened  into  the 
interior  of  the  country,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transportation 
of  produce  and  the  public  mails  :  And,  whereas,  the  opening 
of  a  Road  from  the  town  of  Quincy,  in  the  county  of  Gadsden, 
to  some  point  on  the  Apalachicola  Bay  or  Riverjnear  the  city,  is 
altogether  practicable,  and  would  establish  a  better  and  more 
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certain  comroonicatioD  between  the  Bay  and  the  Capital  at  Tal- 
lahassee,  and  that  the  same  would  be  of  more  public  utility  to 
the  country  in  general,  than  the  one  hitherto  contemplated.  Be 
it  therefore 

Resolved  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  That 
the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  urge  upon  that  body 
the  re-appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  and  constructing  the  Road  as  above  designated. 

Mr.  Arnou  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution : 

Whereas,  an  appropriation  was  made  in  1838  by  Congress, 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  opening  and  constructing  a  road 
from  Tallahassee  to  lola  on  the  Apalachic^la  River :  And, 
whereas,  the  officers  oi  the  General  Government  have  neglected 
to  open  and  construct  said  road,  and  said  appropriation  or  any 
part  thereof  has  not  been  expended  on  said  road,  but  has  reverted 
to  the  Treasury :  And,  whereas,  if  opened,  said  road  will  be  of 
great  service  to  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  East  and  West 
Florida  and  would  facilitate  the  speedy  transmission  of  the 
mail  to  and  from  this  Territory  to  the  South  West. 

It  is  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  Congress  be  respectfully  requested 
to  reappropriate  said  money  for  said  purposes,  and  direct  said 
work  to  be  performed :  and  that  the  Hon.  D.  licvy,  Delegate  in 
Congress,  be  requested  to  lay  this  preamble  and  resolution  before 
Congress  and  procure  said  re-appropriation. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 
A  RESOLUTION  RESPECTING  THE  BANK  OF  MCKSONVILLE. 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Corporations  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Jackson* 
ville,  whether  its  officers  have  regularly  made  the  reports  required 
by  law  since  its  incorporation ;  who  have  been  and  who  are  now 
its  stockholders  and  officers  ;  where  it  chiefly  transacts  its  busi- 
ness ;  whether  the  prosecution  by  sci.  fa.  heretofore  directed  to  be 
instituted  to  effect  a  judgment  of  forfeiture  of  its  charter  has 
been  instituted  and  its  progress,  and  whether  any  oiher  legal 
proceedings  have  ever  been  instituted  by  order  of  the  Executive 
under  the  charter  of  said  Bank,  and  that  said  Committee  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  swear  and  examine 
witnesses. 

Resolvedf  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  re^lution  be  sent  to 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  and  that  those  officers  be  severally 
respectfully  requested  to  fbrnish  this  House  with  any  documents 
or  information  in  their  respective  offices,  or  power  relative  to 
the  subject  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  this  Territory 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  any  and  all  information 
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they  can  procure  relative  to  the  present  situation  of  the  16tb,  or 
School  Sections,  in  the  different  Counties,  in  whose  occupation 
they  are,  how  and  under  what  terms  or  authority  occupied,  what 
rent  is  paid  therefor,  by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom,  and  gener- 
ally all  they  can  ascertain  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

A  Resolution  respecting  Captain  Wade  of  the  United 
States  Army. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  oj  the 
Territory  of  Floriday  That  the  gallant  exploit  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  Army,  on  the  day  of 

,184  ,  under  the  command  of  Captain  R.  D.  Wade, 
of  the  3rd  regiment  of  Artillery,  and  the  ability,  bravery  and 
vigilance  of  that  officer  deserve  the  public  commendation,  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  said  affair,  be  respectfully 
recommended  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Honorable  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Which  Resolutions  were  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a 
second  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thorn- 
ton. After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  through  their  Chairman  reported  the  Bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens  the  said  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  each  member  of  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the 
Journals  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
concerning  improvements  made  on  public  lands,  approved  Sept. 
16th,  1822,  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  ordered  that  the  title  of  the 
Bill  be  "  An  Act  to  repeal  in  part  an  Act  concerning  improve- 
ments made  on  public  lands." 

The  House,  without  closing  the  door,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  nominations  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens,  the  nomination  of  George  Mc- 
Kay, Esq.,  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  County  Court  for 
Alachua  County,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  nominations  of  Rowland  W.  Jenkins  and  Gustavus  O. 
West  to  the  office  of  Port  Wardens  for  the  port  of  St.  Marks, 
were  disagreed  to. 

The  nomination  of  James  Ormon  for  Port  Warden  of  St. 
Marks,  was  advised  and  consented  to. 

Also,  the  following  nominations  were  advised  and  consented 
to,  viz : 
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James  B.  Cole,  for  the  office  of  Auctioneer  at  Pilatka,  in  St. 
John's  County. 

Jesse  Brush,  (or  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Notary 
Public  at  Pilatka,  in  St.  Johns  County  aforesaid, 

Hugh  McCall,  William  B.  Gaines,  and  Neil  McMillarn,  for 
the  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Escambia  County. 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  certified  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor. 

1  he  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  a  motion  respecting  a 
revision  of  the  laws  by  Hon.  William  Marvin,  which  was  laid  oq 
the  table. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  January  27th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Battle,  pursuant  to  previous  notfce,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  John 
R.  Chapman  to  build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  Chi- 
pola  river,  in  Jackson  County. 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  the  rules  being 
waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments. ^   ' 

Mr.  Lewis,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  election  for  Representative  to  the  Legislative 
Council  of  this  Territory  from  the  County  of  Franklin. 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  the  rule  being 
waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  Lancaster  gave  notice  that  he  would  hereafter  introduce 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators  in  this  Territorial  Le- 
gislature. 

?Tr.  Cone  presented  the  petition  of  Geo.  E.  McClellan  and  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Columbia  County,  praying  to  be  compensa- 
ted for  services  rendered  as  a  company  of  militia. 

Which  ^as  read  and  referred  toaSelect  Committee  hereto- 
fore appointed  on  militia  claims. 

Mr.  Dancy  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved^  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  the  Territory  of  Florida  do  adjourn,  sine  die,  on  the  22nd 
day  of  February  next. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow, 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  Resolution : 
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Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  certified  copy  of  the 
opinion  of  said  Court  in  the  case  of  the  Territory  vs.  AlcMulIin, 
and  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  rules  of  Court,  adopted  at  the 
recent  term,  and  a  copy  of  the  old  printed  rules.  And  that  the 
thief  Clerk  direct  one  or  more  of  the  engrossing  Clerks  to  copy 
the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  said  Court,  if  he  de- 
sires it,  and  to  make  out  a  copy  for  each  of  the  members  of  thi.' 
House,  who  may  desire  the  same. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Walker  oflered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Whereas  a  considerable  amount  of  money  has  been  expended 
by  this  County  in  keeping  up  and  repairing  a  free  Bridge  across 
the  Ocklocknee  River,  at  the  place  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  Murray's  Ferry, 

Be  it  nesohedj  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  County  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  required  to  inform  this  House  the  amount  of  money 
expended  upon  said  Bridge. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Westcott,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Poll  Books  from  Duval  County,  made  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Poll  Books 
from  Duval  County,  of  the  election  for  members*  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  at  the  last  general  e- 
]ection,beg  leave  to  Report  that  they  have  discharged  that  duty. 
That  they  find  at  anelectionheldaccordingto  la  won  Monday  the 
11th  day  of  October,  1841,  for  Representatives  to  the  lower 
House  of  the  Liegislative  Council,  upon  a  careful  inspection  of  a 
duly  certified  copy  of  the  Poll  Books  of  that  County,  there  were 
given  for  Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  Esq.,  134  votes,  for  Wyatt  C. 
Allen,  Esq.,  123  votes,  for  John  L.  Thigpin,Esq.  89  votes,  and 
for  John  G.  Smith,  Esq.  74  votes. 

Your  Committee  further  Report,  that  it  appears  from  returns 
made,  and  remaining  in  the  Secretary's  office,  that  a  similar 
election  was  also  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  last,  under 
a  misapprehension  of  the  law.  It  further  appears  that  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  executive  office  are  imperfect ;  no  poll  book 
of  either  election,  held  at  Whitesviile,  having  been  received, 
while  it  appears  by  the  copy  duly  certified  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Court  of  Duval  County,  which  has  been  referred  to  yeur 
Comoiittee,  that  a  large,  respectable,  and  controlling  poll  was 
held  according  to  law  at  that  place. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  sufficient  evidence  has  been 
exhibited  to  shew  that  Mr.  Smith  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House,  and  that  Wyatt  C.  Allen  was  duly  elected  a  member. 
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Your  Committee  report  a  resolution  and  ask  to  be  dischai^d 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr.,  Chair'n. 

Resolved^  That  John  G.  Smith  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House,  as  a  member  from  Duval  County,  and  that  Wyatt  C, 
Allen,  Esq.  is  entitled  to  said  seat. 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Lancaster,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee,  to  whoru 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  B.  Gaines  and  others,  mado 
the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  B.  Gaines  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  others,  mhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Escambia,  praying  a  new  county  to  be  formed 
out  of  that  part  of  said  county,  lying  on  the  main  land  east  of 
Escambia  Bay,  beg  leave  to  report :  That  they  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  after  full  deliberation,  have 
arrived  ai  the  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  rea- 
sonable and  just. 

A  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  situated  in  that  part  of  the 
county  which  is  sought  to  be  set  off  into  a  new  county,  as  it 
appears  to  your  committee  are  favorable,  and  even  anxious  for 
the  establishment  of  a  new  couniy.  It  is  believed,  though  it 
does  not  appeaf  to  us  from  any  couQter  petition,  that  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  residing  on  the  west  side  of  trie  Bay, 
in  Escambia  ccunly,  are  opposed  to  the  proposed  division.  But 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  ^^hen  it  is  remembered  that  the 
district  proposed  to  be  set  off  into  a  new  county,  contains  rpore 
than  two  hundred  voters ;  each  of  whom  when  called  to  court 
or  the  clerk's  office  m  Pensacola,  as  suitor,  witness,  juror,  for 
letters  executory,  or  of  administration,  or  to  have  a  deed  re- 
corded, or  for  any  other  purpose  connected  with  legal  proreed- 
ings,  must  pay  for  ferriage  to  and  from  two  dollars ;  must  be  ex- 
posed to  the  peril  of  Escambia  Bay  in  an  open  ferry  boat ;  and 
compelled  to  travel  a  much  greater  distance  than  would  be  re- 
quired if  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  granted — that  these 
evils  require  a  remedy. 

The  territory  sought  to  be  erected  into  a  new  county  is  be- 
lieved to  be  more  than  forty  miles  square,  and  the  inhabitants 
resident  thereon  more  than  sufficient  to  give  two  hundred  votes. 
We  think  this  population  with  so  large  a  district  of  country  has 
rights  which  the  inhabitants  West  of  Escambia  Bay  ought  not 
to  control,  they  are  not  subjected  to  the  same  expense,  peril,  or 
travel  in  going  to  court  at  Pensacola,  and  that  their  voice  of  op*- 
position  ought  not  to  be  heard,  so  as  to  deprive  the  petitipof  n 
of  the  relief  for  which  they  ask. 

10 
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I 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  petitioners,  and  they  further  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
committee. 

JOS.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Chairman  Select  Committee. 

An  Act  to  organize  the  county  of  Santa  Rosa  was  read  the 
first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  lo-morrovv. 

The  Senate  returned  to  the  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Mosquito  County  with  the  following 
message,  viz : 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment. 
Att.    ' 

J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

Sec'y  Senate. 

January  26,  1842. 

Which  was  received  and  the  bill  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  Westcott,  Williams  and  Dell  were  appointed  that 
Committee. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  a  Resolution  calling  on 
the  Governor  for  information  as  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Also : 

As  having  passed  that  body  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  rents  approved  21st 
November,  1828,  which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for 
a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  documents  relating  to  the  contested  election  in  Alachua 
county  which  were  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  were  taken  up 
and  the  parties  claiming  the  disputed' seat  appeared  at  the  Bar 
of  the  House  with  their  Counsel — Mr.  Dell  by  Thomas  Baltz- 
ell,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Branch  by  Joseph  H.  Branch,  Esq. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  the  order  of  argument  was  as 
follows : 

The  Counsel  of  Mr.  Dell  shall  be  first  heard,  the  Counsel  of 
Mr.  Branch  next,  Mr.  Dell's  Counsel  shall  reply,  and  if  desired 
Mr.  Branches  Counsel  may  rejoin. 

The  Counsel  were  heard  and  the  House  proceeded  to  decide 
the  case. 

The  question  was  upon  the  Resolutions  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections  on  the  19th  instant,  viz  : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  William 
D.  Branch  was  duly  elected  a  representative  from  the  County 
of  Alachua,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  such. 

Mr.  Stevens  moved  the  following  as  an  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  upon  due  and  careful  investigation  of  the 
documents  relative  to  the  contested  election  of  Alachua  county 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  neither  Mr.  Dell,  the  sitting 
member,  nor  Mr.  Branch,  the  party  contesting  .have  shewn  sut- 
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ficiently  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House  that  they  are  entitled 
to  seats  as  members  of  this  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  a  new  elec- 
tion should  be  heldjin  the  County  of  Alachua,  and  the  seat  claim- 
ed by  Charles  L.  Dell  and  William  D.  Branch  be  declared  va- 
cant, and  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  notify  the  same  to 
the  proper  officers  of  the  County,  in  order  that  the  new  election 
may  be  held  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Mf.  Blackburn  moved  the  lollowing  as  a  substitute  or  a- 
mendment  to  the  offered  amendment,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  elec- 
tion held  at  Fort  Fannmg,in  the  county  of  Alachua,  on  Monday 
the  11th  of  October,  1841,  was  illegally  conducted  in  several 
respects : 

1st.  Because  the  Inspectors  were  not  sworn,  as  required  by 
law ; 

2d.  Because  the  said  Inspectors  received  the  vote  or  voles  of 
one  or  more  individuals,  after  the  said  votes  had  been  challeng- 
ed, without  qualifying  the  said  voters ; 

dd.  and  lastly.  Because  the  said  Inspectors  did  not  send  a 
certificate  to  the  Governor,  of  said  election,  neither  did  they 
deposit  a  copy  of  the  poll  book  with  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  Alachua,  as  required  by  law. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the 
said  vole  at  Fort  Fanning,  on  the  said  2d  Monday  of  October, 
1841,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  illegal,  and 
should  not  be  counted,  in  the  election  held  in  the  said  County  of 
Alachua. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  all  the  proposed  amendments  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  that  the  question  be  had  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, as  reported  by  ihe  Committee  on  Elections; 

Which  motion  was  carried; 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  tor  on  the  passage  of  the  orig- 
inal resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Elections,  by* 
Messrs.  Westcott  and  Steele,  were  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Ernest,  Ed- 
wards, Kelly,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent  and  Ste- 
phens— 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Elzaurdi, 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor^^ 
Westcott  and  Williams— 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancuster,  a  Committee  of  two  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Mr.  Burney,  a  member  from  Leon,  who  was 
absent  from  indisposition,  and  receive  his  vote  on  ihe  passage  of 
said  resolution. 

Messrs.  Haddock  and  Taylor  were  appointed  that  Commit- 
tee; and  after  waiting  on  Mr.  Burney,  reported  that  he  voted  ia 
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the  negative;  so  the  votes  were,  for  the  resolaticm  12,  against  it 
14;  and  the  resolution  was  lost. 

Mr.  Long  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  Charles  L.  Dell  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  thii 
House. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  the  amenidmeots  offered  b}r  him  as  a  sub- 
stitute; 

Mr.  Biackburn  offered  his  resolutions  as  a  substitute  fot  Mr. 
Stephen's  resolution; 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  adSournment, 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Wesicott,  and  were : 

Aves — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn.  Elzaurdi,  Haddock, 
McRaeny,  Taylor,  Westcott — 7. 

Nays— Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Brvan,  C5one,  Dancy,  Ernest, 
Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon, 
Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Williams— 18. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Stephen's  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Long's  resolution,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  not,"  which  Mr.  Lone  accepted: 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  to  lay  all  the  amendments  on  the  table; 
and  the  yeas  and  nayS  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and 
Westcott,  were: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy,  Er- 
nest, Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Mc« 
Kinnon,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams 
—18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Bryan,  Edwards,  Malone, 
Pent,  Stephens — 7. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  Mr.  Long's  resolution,  and  the 
whole  subject,  be  indefinitely  postponed;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being-called  for  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Westcott,  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Edwards, 
Elzaurdi.  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Taber, 
Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long» 
Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Stephens — 10. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  oVslodu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


T7 


Fbiday,  January  28th,  184S. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoumment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Lancaster  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day 
aak  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an 
aftt  concerning  the  Jimitation  of  actions. 

Mr.  Westoott  gave  notice  that  he  would^  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  respecting 
deoositions  in  suits  at  law  and  in  equity. 

Mr.  Dancy  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  in  act 
concerning  the  partition  and  division  of  Estates. 

Mr.  Dell  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resohein  That  William  D.  Branch  be  allowed  and  receive 
he  mileage  and  compensation  prescribed  by  law  to  be  paid  to 
members  of  this  House  up  to  this  day; 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  made 
the  following  Report : 
The  Comttiiitee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 

be  entitled,  An  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Bank  to  collect  debtt 

due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof,  in  lawiul  money,  beg 

leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  said  Bill  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  as  their  Chairman  to  have  one  hundred  co- 
pies of  said  bill  printed,  and  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 
without  amendment;  each  member  of  the  Committee,  however, 
reserving  to  himself  the  right  of  offering  such  amendment,  or 
amendments,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  in  the  HousCf 
as  he  may  deem  proper. 

E.E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Corporations. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cone,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing Bill,  heretofore  referred  to  said  Committee. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  holding  an  election 
ibr  Delegate  to  Congress  from  the  Territory,  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  certain  other  ofll- 
cers. 

Which  was  leti  the  iecond  time^  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


78 

Mr.  Arnou,  from  the  select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Edward  Bolen,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Calhoun  County,  praving  that  Edward  Bolen, 
late  Jailer  of  said  Countv,  be  remunerated  for  his  services  as 
Jailer,  in  keeping  certam  prisoners  in  said  County  of  Calhoun, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation,  and  have  examined  all  the  documents  in  reference  to  the 
said  petition. 

Your  Committee  find  that  an  agreement  was  entered  into  be- 
tween the  said  Edward  Bolen  and  Peter  W.  Gautier,  Marshal  of 
the  Apalachicola  District  of  Florida,  by  which  agreement  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  Peter  W.  Gautier  agreed  to  pay  the  said  Ed- 
ward Bolen  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day  for  keeping  and 
boarding  two  certain  prisoners,  to  wit :  Charles  F.  Parsemore 
and  William  R.  Parsemore ;  but  it  appears  to  your  Committee 
that  one  of  the  prisoners,  William  R.  Parsemore,  did  make  his 
escape  before  he  was  to  be  delivered  by  the  said  Edward  Bolen, 
Jailer,  to  the  said  Peter  W.  Gautier,  Marshal  of  the  Apalachico- 
la District. 

We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  said  Edward  Bolen 
did  keep  the  said  Charles  F.  Parsemore  in  his  custody  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  days,  and  agreeable  to  the  agreement  made  and 
entered  into  between  the  said  parties,  it  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee that  the  said  Edward  Bolen  is  justly  entitled  to  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  ARNOU,  Chairman. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolen, 
late  Jailer  of  Calhoun  County,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  as  having  been  adopt- 
ed by  that  body,  a  Resolution  to  expedite  the  closing  of  the  In- 
dian War. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  expedite  the  closing  of  the  Indian  War,  Mr. 
Tabor  in  the  Chair; 

After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  the  Resolution  without 
amendment. 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  to  strikeout  the  caption  or  title  of  the 
ResoluHon,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  JUessrs.  Lan- 
caster and  Westcott,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — iWessrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Ernest,  Haddock, 
Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  McKJnnon,  Steele — 11- 
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Nays — Afr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Burney,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  tlzaurdi,  Lewis,  JtfcRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens,  Ta- 
bor, Westcott— 14. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  Resolution,  the  ayes 
and  noes  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Steele,  were 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Mx,  Speaker,  ikfessrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Burney, Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest, Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Had- 
dock, Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinney,  ilicRaeny, 
Pent,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Westcott — 23. 

Nays— ilfessrsr  Kelly,  Steele — 2. 

So  the  Resolution  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  ^rtified  to 
the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G. 
Thornton  was  read,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday 
next.  » 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  restrict  the  powers  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  on  the  subject  of  Bail,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  penalties  for  the  re- 
moval of  personal  property,  mortgaged  to  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  or  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Florida,  wqs  read  the  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  and  a  copy  for  each 
member  ordered  to  be  written. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jackson- 
ville, was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

An  Act  to  organise  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa  was  read  the 
second  time; 

Mr.  Kelly  moved  that  the  Bill  be  laid  on  the  table;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  ilfessrs.  Kelly  and  Ernest, 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lewis, 
itfalone,  3fcKinnon,  JV/cRaeny,  Pent,  Steel.  Stephens — 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bur- 
ney, Cone,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Lancaster,  Long,  Tabor,  Westcott 
—12. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Kelly  then  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table  until  Wed- 
nesday next,  which  motion  prevailed. 

A  Bill  from  the  Senate  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  Collection  of  Rents,  &c.,  was  read  a  second 
time;  , 

Mr  Westcott  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause 
and  insert  the  following  substitute  for  said  Bill :  That  all  laws 
and  parts  of  laws  authorising  any  landlord  to  distrain  for  rent. 
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he  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  aad  hereafter  no  such  dis- 
tress shall  be  allowed  id  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  Bill  and  the  proposed  substitute 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Lewis,  on  Wednesday  kst,  ask« 
ing  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  apply  for  a  reappropriatioa  of 
monies  granted  by  Congress  to  open  a  road  to  lola. 

Also, 

A  Resolatien  offered  by  Mr.  Amou  on  the  same  sab^t,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  ^  estcott,  on  Wednesday  last, 
respecting  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville,  was  read  a  second  and 
bird  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  adopted. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Blackburn,  on  Wednesday  last, 

calling  on  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  this  Territory  for  in- 

ormation  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  16th  or  School  Sections 

of  Land,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  the  rule  being  waived, 

and  adopted. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  on  Wednesday  last, 
respecting  Capt.  Wade  of  the  United  States  Array,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  laid  on  the  table  until  Wednesday  next. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Dancy,  on  Thursday  last,  pro- 
posing that  (if  the  Senate  concur)  that  the  Legislative  Council 
adjourn  sine  die  on  the  22d  February  next,  was  read.  Mr. 
Blackburn  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
the  22d  February  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Dell, 
and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bumey^ 
Elzaurdi,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Malone,  HcKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Westcott— 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards, 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Long^-9. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  until  Monday  12  o'clock.  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Kelly  were 
as  follows . 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Burney,  Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Kelly, 
JIfalone,  Stephens,  Westcott — 9. 

Navs — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Er- 
nest, fcdwards,  Elzaurdi,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  3fcKinnon, 
Pent,  Steele,  Tabor— 15. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Stephens  then  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Mon^ 
day,  10  6*clock,  and  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Long  ftnd  Elzfiurdi  ware  as  follows*: 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bumey^Dancy,  Dell)  Edwardaj 
Haddock,  Kelly,  Malone,  Stephens,  Westcott — 10. 

pf ays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Er- 
nest, Elzaurdi,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele, 
Tabor— 14. 

So*  the  motion  was  lost 

Messrs.  Burney.  Stephens,  and  Malone  were  granted  leave  of 
absence  for  a  few  days. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Satubbat,  Janvary  29, 1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment^  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  reacl. 

Mr.  Lancaster,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  the 
following  bill.  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  the  limita- 
tion of  actions. 

Which  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  McRaeny  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  next, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  Pilotage  at  the  Ports 
of  Port  licon  and  St.  Marks. 

Mr.  Elzaurdi  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day,  he  will  ask 
eave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  Executors 
Ind  Administrators. 

Mr.  Cone,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  legitimate  a  certain  child  therein  na- 
med. Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
jMbnday. 

Mr.  Dancy  presented  certain  accounts  against  the  United 
States  du^  sundry  individuals. 

Which  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasurer  ot  Leon  County,  m 
obedience  to  a  resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Walker  on  Thursday 
last,  requesting  information  as  to  the  amount  of  moneys  expen- 
ded by  the  county  of  Leon  on  the  bridge  across  the  Oclockony, 
at  the  plac^  formerly  known  as  Murray's  Ferry,  was  received, 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lonu  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  That  our 
Delegate  in  Uoncress  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress,  for  the  payment  of  all  Court 
costs  and  other  expeoces  which  may  be  incurred  in  criminal 
proceedings  in  this  Territory. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


62 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  our 
Delegate  in  Congress,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  use  his  best 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  law. 
"    Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Whereas,  The  following  Resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  at  the  session  of  1840,  and  approved  on  the 
second  of  March  of  the  same  year,  to  wit : 

Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  oj  the  Territory  of  Florid' 
da.  That  some  testimonial  and  mark  of  approbation  is  due  from 
the  Government  of  this  Country,  bv  which  the  services  of  those 
who  defended  the  Blockhouse  on  t^e  Withlacoocbee,  as  well  as 
those  who  gallantly  and  with  a  generous  devotedness  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  perilled  their  lives  to  rescue  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  were  surrounded  by  a  savage  band,  and  reduced  from 
their  position  to  a  state  of  despair,  should  be  commemorated 
and  live  in  the  hearts  of  this  nation  and  a  grateful  posterity. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  be  requested 
to  prepare  a  medal,  commemorative  of  their  services,  and  pre- 
sent the  same  to  the  officers  and  privates  comprismg  the  said 
Companies,  with  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  Florida  ;  and  the 
assurance  of  the  grateful  appreciation  in  which  their  service  will 
be  ever  had. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter» 
ritory  of  Florida,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  this 
Legislature  whether  the  above  resolutions  have  been  acted  upon^ 
and  if  not,  the  cause  of  such  omission,  so  as  to  enable  this  body^ 
(if  within  their  province)  to  remove  such  obstacle  as  may  have 
prevented  Executive  action  thereupon  hitherto. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  lor  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  Amou  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution : 

Whereas,  the  trade  between  the  towns  of  St.  Joseph  and  Apa- 
lachicola,  and  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  has  increased 
to  an  extent  calling  for  the  notice  and  protection  of  the  General 
Government,  and  whereas,  all  vessels  bound  to  and  from  those 
ports,  as  weii  as  those  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  between 
New  Orleans  and  St.  Marks,  are  necessarily  exposed  to  the  dan- 
gerous  navigation  around  Cape  St.  Bias,  which  is  regarded  by 
mariners  as  }he  most  dangerous  Cape  on  the  Gulf,  its  shoals  pro- 
jecting from  eight  or  ten  miles  to  sea,  and  which,  in  many  in- 
stances has  proved  dangerous  to  human  life  and  destructive  to 
Eroperty  ;  and  whereas,  a  lieht-house  erected  on  the  most  eligi- 
le  point  op  said  Cape,  would  be  eminently  useful  to  all  vessels 
bound  in  to  St.  Joseph  and  Apalachicola,  or  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade, 

Beit  therefore  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun* 
ciZ  of  the  Territory  of  Florida^  That  our  Dele^te  in  Congress 
be  requested  to  urge  upon  that  body  the  necessity  and  utiHty  of 
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erecting  on  Cape  St.  Bias,  a  suitable  Ligbt-houset  and  that  this 
resolution,  properly  authenticated,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
the  Delegate  on  Congress. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  Elzaurdi  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  two  members  of  this  House  be 
appomted  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  as- 
certain if  his  predecessor  did  comply  with  the  resolution  passed 
by  both  Houses  last  year,  presenting  Col.  Harney  with  a  sword, 
as  a  testament  of  our  regard  for  that  gallant  officer. 

Which  was  read,and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred sundry  petitions,  praying  authority  to  establish  Ferries, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  RE- 
PORT the  following  Bill.  W.  TABOR,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise  the  following  n&med 
individuals,  (to  wit :)  J.  G.  Blount,  David  Piatt,  and  John  Lee 
Williams,  to  establish  Ferries  across  the  Suwannee  and  St. 
Johns  Rivers, at  the  places  therein  named; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Jack- 
sonville was  read  a  third  time  and  passed;  ordered  that  the  title 
be  as  stated. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


MoifDAT,  31st  January,   1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
the  proceedings  ol  Saturday  were  read. 

Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  con- 
cerning Securities,  and  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Long  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  now  in  force  in  this  Territory  in  relation  to 
Roads  and  Highways ; 

Also,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  Terms 
of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Apalactiicola  District; 

Mr.  McRaeny,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  andobtain- 
td  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  regolite 
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the  m«de  ot  appointing  Pilots  for  the  Ports  of  Port  LeoQ  aiid 
St.  Marks ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow ;     . 

Mr.  Elzaurdiy  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leare 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
relating  to  Executors  and  Administrators ; 

Which  was  read,and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communica- 
tion: 

Clerk's  Office  Court  of  Appeals, 
January  29<A,  1842. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representratives,  I  transmit : 

1.  The  copy  of  the  opinion  of  said  Court  in  the  case  of  the 
Territory  vs.  McMullin ; 

2.  A  copy  of  the  rules  of  said  Court  and  amended  rules. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.T.BIRCHETT,  Clerk. 
Hon.  N.  W.  Walker, 

Speaker  of  the  House  gf  Representatives. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Dell  presented  the  Presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Alachua  county ; 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Blackburn  moved  that  the  original  order  for  printing  one 
hundred  copies  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  *•  An  act  to  enable  credi- 
tors of  Banks  to  collect  debts  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof, 
in  lawful  money,**  be  extended  tp  five  hundred  copies  for  the  use 
of  this  House ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Dancy  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Florida,  That  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  this  Territory,  be  requested  to  use  his  best  exertions 
to  obtain  from  Congress,  during  its  present  session,  an  appro- 

friation  for  the  construction  of  a  Road  from  St.  Augustine  to 
ilatka,  on  St.  Johns  River. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  fcnr  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

j\f  r.  Arnou  offered  the  following  Resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Corporations  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  the  prosecution  heretofore  ordered  to  be  in- 
stituted against  the  Merchants'  and  Planters*  Bank  of  Ma^olia, 
otherwise  called  the  Merchants'  and  Planters'  Bank  of  Florida, 
have  been  prosecuted  to  effect,  and  to  that  end  call  for  informa- 
tion on  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  this  Dis- 
trict, and  others  if  they  deem  it  necessary;  also  to  inquire  who 
okdms  to  own  the  charter  of  said  Bank,  and  from  whom  they 
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derived  the  same,  and  the  present  condition  of  said  Bank,  and 
"wbetberany  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  effect  the  extir* 
pation  of  said  Institution. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read* 
ing  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions,  ^ 
which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  f*r  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow :  "^ 

Resolutions  respecting  Col  Wl  /.  Worth. 

Whereas  in  the  contest  with  a  subtle  and  treacherous  foe,  dif- 
ficulties and  discouragements  have  arisen  of  a  character  which 
could  be  equalled  in  a  conflict  with  no  other  enemy,  and  have 
constantly  retarded  the  most  able,  active  and  energetic  exertions 
to  bring  it  to  a  close : 

And  whereas  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  have  not  witness- 
ed the  extent  of  the  embarrassments  which  thus  burden  and  de- 
press a  commander  charged  with  these  heavy  responsibilities, 
to  appreciate  the  obstacles  by  which  he  is  thus  surrounded. 

nesolved  thereforet  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  Florida,  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  present  commander  in  chief,  Col.  W.  J.  TForth, 
view  with  admiration  and  satisfaction,  the  skill  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  conducted  the  military  operations  entrusted  to  bis 
charge.  ' 

Resolved^  That  amidst  the  occasional  scenes  of  murderous 
barbarity  which  characterize  an  enemy,  to  whom  the  attributes 
of  mercy  and  humanity  are  utterly  unknown,  he  has  manifested 
that  zealous  and  anxious  attentioti  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  which  merit  our  highest  regard,  and  entitle  him 
to  the  thanks  and  applause  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  success  which  has  resulted  from  the 
exertion  of  this  gallant  officer,  in  ridding  our  countiy  of  nearly 
700  of  her  murcferous  foes,  our  government  and  people  have  am- 
ple proof  of  the  high  qualifications  which  fit  him  for  the  impor- 
tant trust  assigned  him,  and  a  snre  guarantee  for  all  that  can 
hereafter  be  accomplished  by  unremitting  effort  and  perseve- 
rance. 

Resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  signed  by  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
thata  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  Col.  Worth,  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

His  Excellency  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  com- 
munication : 

Tallahassee,  January  80th,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida: 

I  hereby  transmit  an  oflScial  statement,  exhibiting  the  coo- 
dition  of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville  on  the  16th  iust. 

I  aisp  present  for  the  conskderatipn  of  the  Legislative  CQunci), 
a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  the*  Cashier  of  the  Badk  of 
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F^nsacola,  containing  an  explanatory  statement  of  the  condition 
ot  that  institution.  R*  K.  CALL, 

Which  was  read,  the  documents  enclosed  referred  to  tht  Se« 
lect  committee  heretofore  appointed. 

A  message  was  also  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, on  the  subject  of  nominations,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Leon  County,  and  other  doco- 
ments,  in  favor  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  asking  for  an  increase 
of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  and  Court 
of  Appeals  of  this  Territory, 

REPORT  : 

That  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  who 
are  also  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  were  originaiiy  fixed 
by  act  of  Congress  at  $1500  per  annum,  and  was  some  time  afl 
tervtrards  raised  to  $  1600  per  annum,  excepting  that  of  the  Judge 
of  the  Southern  District,  which  has  always  been  $2000.  This 
allowance  was  made  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  wh^n  no  Judge  was  required  to  hold  his  Couru 
but  in  one  or  two  Coointies ;  when  the  business  was  not  one  fif^ 
tieth  part  as  onerous  as  it  has  since  become,  and  before  the  Judges 
constituted  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  Judge  of  the  Eastern 
District  was  at  first  oily  required  lo  hold  two  terms  a  year  at  St. 
Augustine ;  since,  he  has  by  law  been  required  to  hold  Courts 
aemi-annually  in  Si.  Johns  County  (for  St.  Johns  and  Mosquito) 
in  Nassau,  in  Duval,  in  Columbia,  and  in  Alachua, — for  Alachua 
and  Hillsborough.  To  attend  these  terms  and  return  to  his 
residence  at  St.  Augustine,  he  has  to  travel  about  700  miles  an- 
nually, which,  in  this  country,  is  attended  with  difficulties  and 
expenses  greatly  exceeding  those  incurred  in  any  other  section 
of  the  Union.  The  Judge  of  the  Western  District  was  original- 
ly required  only  to  hold  semi-annually  terms  at  Pensacola.  Since 
he  has  been  required  to  hold  terms  twice  a  year  in  Escambia 
and  Walton  Counties  respectively,  and  it  is  proposed  by  bill  in- 
troduced this  Session,  to  have  an  additional  Court  in  a  new 
County.  The  Judge  to  attend  these  Courts  will  be  compelled 
to  travel  upwards  of  700  miles. 

So  laborious  had  the  busioeas  of  this  District  become,  that  (wo 
new  Districu  have  been  organized  out  of  it.  The  Middle  Dis- 
trict, in  which  the  Judge  was  originally  required  to  hold  semi- 
annual terms  at  Tallahassee,  and  in  which  he  has  since  been  obli- 
ged by  law  to  hold  such  terms  in  Gadsden,  Jeffersoui  Madison^ 
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and  Hamitton  Coantks^  to  attend  which  he  has  to  travel  aboat 
500  miles  annually. 

The  Judge  of  the  District  of  Apalachicola,  in  which  Courts 
must  be  held  twice  a  year  in  Calhoun,  Franklin,  Washinglon, 
and  Jackson  Counties,  has,  to  attend  those  terms,  to  travel  annu- 
ally about  500  miles.  The  Judge  o(  the  Southern  District  holds 
his  terms  at  this  time  in  but  one  County,  Monroe,  (for  Monroe 
and  Dade)  but  it  is  contemplated  to  attach  Hillsborough  to  that 
District,  and  to  require  a  Court  to  be  held  in  that  County  semi- 
suinually.  In  such  event  the  Judge  must  travel  annually  800 
miles.  But  this  important  Court  is  generally  in  session  through- 
out  th^  year  at  Key  West,  for  the  trial  ot  salvage  cases,  its  chief 
business.  In  January  of  each  year^  all  the  Judges  are  compell- 
ed to  attend  the  session  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

The  three  Judges  residing  at  the  extremes  of  Florida,  have  in 
order  to  come  to,  and  return  frotn  this  Court,  to  travel  a  great 
distance.  The  Judges  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Districts, 
each  upwards  of  GOO  miles,  and  the  Judge  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict, upwards  of  1000  miles.  As  there  are  no  regular  public 
means  of  conveyance,  the  necessity  of  procuring  other  modes  of 
travel,  occasions  considerable  expense.  The  legal  business  in 
our  country  is  greatly  increased  since  the  first  allowances  were 
made.  In  one  county  of  the  JMiddle  District  alone,  (Leon,) 
there  were  upwards  of  1700  common  law  cases  set  for  trial  at 
the  last  fall  term,  besides  upwards  of  150  cases  on  the  criminal 
docket,  and  about  150  chancery  and  other  causes.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Florida  is  the  most  extensive 
and  various  of  any  tribunal  under  the  Government.  It  com- 
prises civil  and  criminal,  chancery  and  admiralty  causes,  and 
m  fact  has  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  State  courts  ^nd  federal 
courts  combined.  Besides,  the  decision  of  land  claims  under 
Spanish  grants  has  hitherto  been  intrusted  to  these  courts,  and 
also  the  adjudication  for  losses  under  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  cession,  and  likewise  several  subjects  under  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, or  of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  Its  original  jurisdiction 
IS  of  all  cases  above  8100,  and  it  has  appellate  jurisdiction  over 
all  the  Territorial  Courts. 

Hitherto  allowances  have  been  made  to  some  of  the  Judges 
for  the  adjudication  of  the  Land  claims,  and  claims  for  losses, 
but  those  subjects  will  soon  be  finally  disposed  of,  and  of  course 
the  allowances  will  cease.  It  is  important  these  offices  should 
be  filled  by  men  of  talents,  learning  and  integrity,  as,  (with  but 
few  exceptions)  they  generally  have  been.  The  present  sala- 
ries are  inadequate.  The  Constitutional  Convention  of  Florida 
in  organizing  the  State  Judiciary  system,under  which  (of  course) 
the  Judges  would  not  be  encumbered  by  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  courts^  now  exercised  by  our  Judges;  secured  to  each 
Judge  a  salary  at  least  of  12000  per  annum* 
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The  expenie  of  liviDg  incident  to  this  country  Is  greater  than 
in  any  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  a  Judge  cannot  support  his 
tamily  comfortably  and  respectably,  and  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  travel  to,  and  ic  attending  his  Courts,  for  less  than 
$3000  per  annum.  The  Committee  deem  it  good  policy  and 
justice  that  the  salaries  of  all  the  Jud;?es  should  be  increased  to 
93000,  including  compensation  for  all  services,  and  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  they 
would  suggest  that  $500  be  specifically  given  for  attendance  at 
each  regular  term  of  that  Court.  The  Committee  deem  it  pro- 
per to  lemark,  that  the  protracted  absence  of  Judges  from  their 
Pistricts  and  the  Territory,  durinc;  the  summer,  and  consequent 
neglect  of  their  duties,  has  heretofore  been  a  great  grievance  to 
suitors  in  civil  cases,  and  one  cause  of  disorder,  disorganization, 
lawlessness  and  violence  in  this  Territory.  They  would  trust 
it  will  not  be  hereafter,  as  heretofore  in  this  respect.  But  to 
ensure  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  Judicial  duties,  they  would  sug- 
gest as  expedient,  that  provision  should  be  made  for  a  cessation 
of  the  Judges  salary  during  his  absence  from  Florida,  or  if  he 
fails  to  hold  his  regular  term,  except  on  account  of  disability 
from  sickness. 

The  committee  do  not  regard  a  memorial  to  Congress  as  ne- 
cessary; but  think  the  object  can  be  as  well  attained  by  the  a- 
doption  and  transmission  to  the  delegate  of  the  accompanying 
resolution,  with  a  certified  copy  of  this  report. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr., 

Chairman  Judiciary  Committee., 

Resolved^  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  the  Delegate  in  Con 

fress  be  requested  to  procure  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the 
udges  of  this  Territory  to  $3000  per  annum,  and  that  this  re- 
solution, and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  be  transmitted  to' him  to  lay  be- 
fore Congress,  in  order  to  effect  that  object. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  the  Resolution  report- 
ed  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
^  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  the  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions, was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  legitimate  a  certain  child 
therein  named,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  following  named 
individuals,  viz:  Samuel  Russell,  J.  G.  Blount,  David  'Piatt,  and 
John  Lee  Williams,  to  establish  Ferries  across  the  Suwan- 
nee and  St.  Johns  Rivers,  at  the  places  therein  named  ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  Saturday  last,  request- 
ing the  delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  fay 
Congress,  for  the  payment  of  Court  costs. 
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A  preamble  itad  re^olutioni  offered  by  Mr.  Blackbiir9»  on 
Saturday  last,  asking  for  iofprmation  bom  U9  Ib^celleQcy  the 
XJpyemor ; 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Elzaurdi  on  Saturday  laat»  aiK- 
ing  for  information  from  the  Governor ; 

And  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Arnou  on  Saturday  last,  re* 
questing  the  delegate  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  obtain  an  ap- 
propriation frem  Congress  for  building  a  Light  House  on  Ci^ 
St.  Bias; 

Were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  House,  without  dosing  the  door,  proceeded  to  consider 
certain  nominations  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  following  nominations  were  advised  and  cenaented  to^ 
viz : 

Cotton  Rawl9i  Judge  of  the  County  Court  for  Aiacbim 
County. 

Nicholas  H.  Mitchell,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington 
County. 

George  D.  Fisher,  William  M,  McCoIlum,  Angus  Campbell, 
WilliaiP  McLean,  Redmund  Crumpter,  Elias  Branch,  Samuel 
McQtiagree,  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Walton  Countv. 

John  J.  Rowles,  Notary  Public,  and  Albert  R.  Alexaoder, 
auctioneer,  for  the  County  6\  Leon. 

William  Monroe,  auctioneer  for  Gadsden  County. 

(7.  J.  Sbepard,  Tax  Collector  for  the  County  of  Franklin, 
William  S.  Morton,  William  Foster,  Hezekiah  HawJey  and 
Seward  Dill,  Auctioneers,  for  Franklin  County. 

Robert  J.  Flovd,  Hopewell  Dorsey,  TTiUiam  W.  Holbackt 
Notaries  Public  for  Franklin  County. 

Natbao  Baker,  Hezekiah  Smith,  James  Ot  McCauIey  and 
Anson  Hancock,  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Franklin  County 

James  F.  Farrior,  Thomas  Ormon,  Benjamin  F.  Nourse,  G.  T. 
TFood,  and  David  G.  Raney,  Port  FFardens  and  Commiasipoeni 
for.  the  Port  of  Apalachicola. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  on  the  appointment  of  JE.  J. 
Wood^  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas^^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryt- 
an,  Cone»Danpy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  La^ 
oMter,  Lewis,  Lon&  Malooe»  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Peal; 
Steele,  Tabor~21. 

Nays^Measrs.  Westcott,  WJlliaaaa— ^ 

Mjltoo  J.  Bry4in,  Willis  W.  Borike,  and  Witiiam  Tidier,  ii» 
'  tiees  of  the  Peaee  for  the  County  of  Hamilton. 

Robert  Brown,  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  CoVrnMrn 
County. 

Joseph  Howell,  John  Ostein,  Enooh  M^Ile,  NathtBial  Bfj* 
an,  Justices  of  the  Ptace  for  the  €o«i^  oi  Columbit* 
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Reuben  Bowman,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Escambia  County. 

The  followib((  nominations  were  laid  on  the  table: 

John  C.  JlfaGehee,  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  ilfadisoo 
County,  and  Johnitf.  Stafibrd,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Alachua 
County. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


TmuiDAT,  1st  February^  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  lor  the  relief 
of  Securities ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Battle  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day» 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entiUed,  an  act  in  relation  to 
judgments  and  executions. 

Mr.  Kelly  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  relating  to  punishment 
of  offences  not  heretofore  designated. 

Mr.  Ernest  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Escambia  county,  praying  that  Benjamin  Marshall  be  allowed  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  Black  Water,  opposite  the  town  of 
Milton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comnutte  on  Internal  Im- 
provements* 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Territory :  [Inseit  No.  1.] 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Colle;;es. 

Mr.  Kelly  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution : 

Whbrbas,  a  petition  from  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Eacam* 
bia  County  has  heretofore  been  presented,  setting  forth  and  declarinc 
that  it  is  their  earnest  wish,  and  that  it  is  essentifd  to  their  present  aad 
future  welfare,  and  it  is  demanded  by  numerous  evils  and  inconf^ 
niences  with  which  they  are  now  surrounded  and  subjected  to,  thai 
they  4^M  be,  as  speedily  as  possible,  set  off  from  the  Territory  of 
Fbrida,  and  annexed  to  the  State  of  Alabama  as  a  part  of  its  Terri- 
tory. From  the  geographical  position  of  said  County  in  rdatioQ  to 
said  State,  nature  seems  to  have  designed  that  it  sbouUi  ibrm  a  pail 
of  said  State.    Therefore, 

Be  U  Resolved  by  the  Gcnemor  and  Legislathe  CaimeU  of  As 
Territory,  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be,  and  he  is  hereby  in* 
•tructed  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  Act  of  Congress,  ceding  all  that 
portion  of  this  Territory  which  lies  within  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
County  of  Escambia,  to  the  State  of  Alabama— and  that  oor  said 
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Delegate  be»  and  he  is  hereby  further  inatmcted,  to  confer  with  the 
Delegation  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Alabama^  as  to  the  best  and 
most  speedy  metho  1  of  attaining  this  end,  so  desirable  to  the  people 
of  said  County  of  Escambia. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  Resolution, 
^nd  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Lancas^ 
ier,  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas-^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone. 
Dancy,  Dell,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  M^ 
Kinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott, 
Williams— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lewi^— 4t 

So  the  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Malone  offered  the  tollowtng  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  requested  to  ex- 
amine the  Attachment  Laws  as  they  now  exist  in  this  Territo- 
ry, and  improve  the  same; 
*  Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
reported  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Bryant  jSfheffield 
to  establish  'a  ferry  across  the  £fuwannee  River,  at  the  upper 
Mineral  fifprings,  known  as  the  White  /Sulphur  Springs; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  the  Currency,  to  which  was  referred  th6 
bill  to  be  entitled,  ••  An  Act  to  secure  the  People  of  Florida  from 
th«  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency ,"• — REPORT : 

That  they  have  examined  said  Bill,  and  decided  to  report  the 
same  to  the  House  without  amendments,  regarding  it  is  mora 
expedient  that  any  member  who  desires  to  offer  amendments 
should  ofier  the  same  while  the  bill  is  in  progress  in  the  House. 
Under  the  order  of  the  House,  the  Committee  have  had  100 
copies  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House;  but  they  regard  the  bill 
of  high  importance,  and  recommend  that  the  House  order  that 
pumber  be  increased  to  500  copies. 
By  order  of  the  Committtee, 

Feb.  1, 1842.  JOHN  L.  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  the  people  of  .Florida 
from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  made  Urst  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  Thursday 
pext. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  enable  creditors  of  banks  to  coir 
led  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful  mo»- 
ney,  was  placed  second  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  Thursr 
dav  next. 

^he  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  as  having  passed  thai 
body  two  bills,  viz^: 

1st.  An  act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free  negroes 
pr  mulato^s  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
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3d.  A  bill  to  M^end  an  act  entitledi  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
City  of  Apalachicola ; 

Which  were  severally  read  the  first  time,  and  ordemd  for 
a  second  time  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  sundry  ferries*  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  ;  ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Af  r.  McEin- 
DM  in  the  Chair,  oa  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  lei^ittmate  a 
certain  child  therein  named.  After  some  time  spent  in  conside** 
ring  said  Bill  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  ra^ 
ported  the  bill  as  amended; 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in; 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  Of  the  bill; 
which  motion  was  lost. 

The  said  bill  was  put  upon  its  passage  and  passed;  ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  a  t  relating  to  Ex- 
ecutors and  Administrators^  &c.,  was  tead  a  second  ttttie,  and 
i^eferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

An  act  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  cf  appoint^ 
ing  PiloU  for  the  Ports  of  Port  Leon  and  St.  Marks,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Resolutiou  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  fiiaturday  last,  respect- 
mg  Court  Costs  was  read  a  third  time  and  laid  on  the  taUew 

A  resolution  oibred  by  Mr.  Blackburn  on  Saturday  la^t; 
i  Also,  a  resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Eizuardi  on  the  same  day, 
asking  iDfonaaiion  of  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor,  were  seve* 
rally  read  a  second  time  and  adopted, 

Messrs.  Elzaurda  and  Lewis  were  appointed  a  Committta 
to  call  on  the  Governor  under  the  latter  resolution. 

A  Resolotion  oflbred  by  Mr.  Amou  on  Saturday  last,  asfcrng 

.  Ibe  Delegate  in  Congress  to  obtain  an  appropriation  from  Coa« 

gress,  for  erecting  a  Light  Haus^  on  Cape  St.  Bias,  was  read 

a  third  time  and  adopted.     Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified 

to  the  Senate. 

A  Resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Steele  on  yesterday,  respecting 
Cok  W.  J,  Worth,  was  read  a  second  and  third  thne,  the  rule 
being  waived  and  adopted.  Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified 
to  the  Senate. 

A  Resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Amou  on  Monday  last,  with 
irespect  to  the  Planter's  Bank  of  Magnolia,  otherwise  called  the 
Merchant's  and  Planter's  Bank  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second 
and  third  time,  the  rule  being  waived  and  adopted. 

A  Resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Dancy  on  Monday  last,  request- 
ing the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  obtain  an  appropriation  frons 
Congress  fi>r  constructing  a  Road  from  St  Augustine  to  Pilatka, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House,  without  closing  the  door,  went  into  the  conside- 
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rttton  of  nominBltons  by  the  Governor,  and  the  nomination  of 
John  H«  Stafford,  for  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  fof^ 
Alachua  Coantv,  was  advised  and  consented  to. 
The  House  thm  «d)0iirned  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  Ski,   1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read» 

Mr.  Taylor,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Monticello; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lancaster,  according  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  Senators; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor* 
row. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  certain  resolutions  respecting  the  ap- 
propriation made  by  Congress  for  opening  a  Road  to  lola,  and 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 

Aiy; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  ImprovementSi 
made  the  following  Report,  vh : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Inmprovements,  to  whom  was 
referred  back  the  petition  of  Geo.  Branning,  and  bill  reported 
at  a  former  day,  authorising  him  to  build  a  Bridge  across  Black 
Creek;  also  a  petition  of  Varnes,  asking  that  a  charter 

may  be  granted  to  him  to  establish  a  Ferry  at  the  same  place* 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  R£^ 
PORT  the  following  BiU. 

W.  TABOR,  Chainmn 
Committee  on  latemal  IroprovwientB* 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

A  Bill  to  authorise  George  Branning  to  build  a  Bridge  or 
establish  a  Ferry,  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petitions  of  sundry  Inhabitifntaof  the 
City  of  Pensacola,  praying  for  permission  to  license  olie  or 
more  Gaming  Houses  in  that  City; 

Which  was  received,  and  on  motion  to  lay  the  same  on  the 
table,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Westcott 
«ad  Lancaster,  were  as  folkws : 
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Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackbaro,  Cone,  Ed- 
virardsy  Elzaurdi,  Malone,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens^ 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Weslcott,  Williams — 15. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Battle,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Kel- 
ly, Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McKinnon — 10. 

So  the  motion  for  laying  the  petition  on  the  table  prevailed. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  follo^ring  Resolution* 

SE90LUTI0N  KESFBCTING  A  LIBRABY  FOS  THB  COVBT  OF  APFEALS* 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Florida^  that  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  respectfully  re% 
guested  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  Congress,  an  appropriation  of 
95000  00,  for  a  Law  Library,  for  the  use  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of 
this  Territory,  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution,  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  both 
kouses,  together  with  the  communication  of  the  Judges  of  said  Court 
and  Members  of  the  Bar,  be  transmitted  to  said  Delegate,  by  the  Sec* 
retary  and  chief  Clerk,  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  said  object. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  being  waived  and  adopted* 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  made 
the  following  Report :  ^ 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Resolu* 
tion  respecfing  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That,  having  no  other  witness  than  the  President,  (J.  B.  Morgan) 
have  not  been  able  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  said  Institution  as  thor* 
oughly  as  they  could  wish. 

The  President  being  sworn,  was  duly  examined  upon  the  different 
heads  of  inquiry  sought  for  in  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  and  his 
evidence  is  herewith  transmitted. 

It  appears  from  a  Resolution  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  at 
its  last  session,  that  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  District  Attorney,  for 
the  Eastern  Judicial  District  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against 
said  Bank  for  non-user  of  its  charter  to  wind  up  said  Institution,  and 
that  the  same  was  commenced  by  the  District  Attorney,  and  has  not 
yet  been  prosecuted  to  judgement ;  and  your  Committee  are  of  opin. 
ion  that  the  said  suit  ought  to  be  continued  according  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Resolution  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  CbairmaD. 

"What  is  the  present  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville  ? 

The  President  refers  the  Committee  to  the  report  of  the  Bank,  made 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Call,  dated  January  I6th,  1842. 

Have  the  officers  of  said  Bank  made  their  reports  required  by  law 
since  its  incorporation  ? 

The  President  answers  that  he  thinks  it  has  made  its  reports  every 
year  except  two,  the  years  1840  and  1841. 

Who  have  been  and  who  are  now  its  stockholdem,  and  officers  t 
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The  PresideDt  answers  that  he  is  unable  to  give  the  names  of  all  the 
stockholders,  numbering  about  fiAy,  some  of  whom  reside  in  the  stat^ 
of  New  York,  a  majority  of  them,  however,  reside  in  this  Territory. 
He  names  as  officers,  John  B.  Morgan,  President.  Lewis  M.  Alver* 
son,  Cashier.  Stephen  Eddy,  Stephen  Fernandez,  William  B.  Ross, 
Directors,  and  H*  T.  Beach,  Agent,  in  New  York. 

Where  does  it  chiefly  transact  its  business  ? 

The  President  answers.  In  Jacksonville,  E.  Fla*  It  draws  oa 
New  York  at  3  1  2  per  cent,  and  redeems  its  bills  in  New  York  at  1 
1.2  per  cent  discount,  and  at  the  .Bank  at  par  in  specie. 

Has  the  prosecution  by  scire  facias^  heretofore  directed  to  be  yisti-     , 
tuted,  to  effect  a  judgment^of  forfeituie  of  its  charter,  been  instituted,, 
and  what  has  been  its  progress  ? 

The  President  answers.  That  the  District  Attorney  comroence<r 
suit  against  the  Bank,  in  an  action  of  non  user,  and  has  prosecuted  it 
through  two  terms  of  the  Court  without  the  suit  being  as  yet  decided, 
but  thinks  it  will  be  decided  at  the  next  term  of  the  Court. 

Have  any  other  legal  proceedings  been  instituted  by  order  of  the- 
Executive  voder  the  charter  of  said  Bank  ? 

The  President  answers.  That  no  proceedings  have  been  bstitu- 
ted  by  the  Executive  against  the  Bank,  so  far  as  he  is  informed. 

You  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  answers  given  to  the  above  questions 
are  correct  and  true  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  behalf. 

J.  B.  MORGAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  t  st  dav  of  February,  1842. 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman,  <kc. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cone,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was* 
referred  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  change  the  time  fop 
holding  the  Election  for  Representatives  to  the  Legislative 
Council  of  this  Territory  from  the  County  of  Franklin,  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment;  which  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Militia  Claims,  made 
the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Militia  claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo«^ 
rial  of  Captain  George  E.  McClellan,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
citizens  of  East-Flurida, 

REPORT, 

That  they  have  examined  said  memorial,  and  the  certificate  of  sun- 
dry citizens  in  proof  thereof.  They  herewith  report  said  papers  to  the 
House  and  recommend  their  being  printed  with  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  but  not  recorded,  and  the  original  papers  transmitted  to  the  Ex. 
ecutive.  That  the  memorialist  and  those  in  whose  behalf  he  has  applied 
to  this  House,  deserve  compensation  for  the  services  they  performed  in 
defending  their  fellow  citizens  against  the  savage  foe,  cannot  be  con- 
tested. Who  is  to  pay  them  t  How  are  they  to  get  the  money  t  an 
however  the  chief  questions.    The  Territorial  Treasury  is  empty. 
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and  there  is  no  prospect  of  its  beioff  in  better  eonditioD  eoeo,  a^iT 
it  was,  the  Territory  should  not  pay  for  their  servioes  The  General 
Government  is  bound  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  wan  It  is  one 
of  their  own  originating,  and  carried  on  for  their  benefit  exclumel^. 
They  are  bound  to  afford  protection  to  the  frontier,  and  if  they  do  DOt» 
to  pay  those  who  do.  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  a- 
doption  of  the  annexed  Resolution,  and  pray  lo  be  discharged  from 
the  subject, 

W.  H.  WILLIAMS,  Cheiraiao. 

Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  be  requested  to  ob- 
tain compensation  for  Captain  McClellan,  and  his  fellow. soldiers  from 
the  United  States  for  their  services,  in  1840,  in  defending  the  frontier 
in  East-Florida. 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Resolution  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  (rom  the  Sdect  Conmictee  to  wboai  was  refers 
red  the  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Musquito 
County,  as  amended  in  the  Senate,  made  the  ibilowtng  Report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  amended  Btt 
from  ^e  Senate,  entitled  *«  An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Mosquito 
County," 

REPORT : 

That  the  first  section  of  the  original  btU  introduced  into  this  House, 
and  which  passed  unammeudyt  was  ia  the  words  following : 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  LegUlatwe  CotmeU  of  the 
Territory  ef  Florida^  That  [as  some  testimony  of  the  eettmatim  ti> 
which  the  memory  of  the  lie  Gener^  Leigh  Read  is  held  by  the 
People  of  FloridOf]  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  name 
of  Mosquito  County,  in  this  Territory,  be  altered  and  changed,  and  thei 
said  County  from  henceforth  be  called  and  designated  as  the  County 
of  Lbioh  Rbad." 

The  Senate  passed  the  bill,  but  a  majority  of  that  body  ordered  the 
words  contained  in  brackets  and  italicised,  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  House  have  tmoataiotifly  agreed  to  insist  on  the  origind  btIV 
without  this  alteration,  hut  a  majority  of  the  Senate  stiH  adhere  to  it. 
'  The  message  of  the  Senate  and  the  two  bills  havQ  been  referred  to 
this  Committee,  The  Committee,  after  deliberation  upon  the  subgeet^ 
recommend  that  this  House  recede  from  its  last  resolution  to  insist  on 
the  original  bill,  without  alteration,  and  pass  the  Bill  as  sent  fiK>m  tho 
Senate. 

The  object  of  the  friends  of  this  bill  is  to  do  honor  to  the  menwy 
of  a  distinguished  and  lamented  Floridtan,  lately  deceased* 

LsioH  Rbad  o«me  to  Florida  from  Tennessee  soon  afler  he  attaiaf 
ed  manhood.  He  was  enabled  by  his  talents  and  energy  to  assume 
in  a  short  time,  a  proauoent  stand  in  our  }  oung  commuuity.  JnteUi, 
geat,  ardent,  and  intrepid  to  a  fault*  impelled  by  patriotic  and  latldaUo 
ambition,  actuated  by  high  principles  of  honor,  and  atom  intagiaty> 
he  would  have  been  no  common  man  in  any  Country. 

Commencing  hifl  oflEuoial  life  in  a  dvil  eapaoity,  m  the  humbia  hMt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


97 

hoBorable  ttstioD  of  Engrossing  Clerk  to  the  Council,  he  became  fa  a 
few  years  twice  a  member,  and  once  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House ;  and  received  a  highly  flattering  vote  for  the  Post  of  Delegate 
in  Congress  against  a  popular  competitor.  He  was  also  choson  a 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  to  form  the  Constitution  fbr  the  State  of 
Florid!a,  from  the  most  populous  County  in  the  Territory.  Had  he 
lived,  he  had  as  fair  prospects  as  any  citizen  to  attain  the  highest  po« 
litical  honors  in  the  gift  of  the  People  of  Florida. 

He  began  his  military  career  as  Inspector  General  of  the  1st  Bri- 
gade  Florida  Militia,  in  which  capacity  he  served  at  the  battle  of 
the  Withlacoochee,  where  he  was  wounded.  He  subsequently  was 
elected  to  command  the  Battaliun  of  Florida  Volunteers  which  served 
in  the  campaign  of  1886,  during  which  year,  by  the  rescue  at  the 
bead  o(  **tke  corps  of  relief  ^^^  of  tho  company  lett  at  HolloroanVi 
blockhouse,  he  won  the  proud  name  of  <*  Hero  of  the  Withlacooehee 
Blockhouse"  He  became  subsequently,  by  appointmei.t  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  Brigadier  General  of^  the  1st  Brigade  of  Florida  Mili- 
tia, and  served  in  the  campaign  of  '37  ;  and  in  1840  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  was  assigned  to  him,  with  a  cominand  of  1200  militia. 
He  performed  this  duty  faithfully,  and  afforded  efficient  protection  to 
the  frontier,  and  the  exposed  citizens  thereof.  In  all  the  several  sta^ 
tioos  he  filled  as  a  soldier,  he  so  deported  himself  as  to  secure  the 
character  of  a  brave  and  skilful  ofiicer,  patriotic  citizen,  and  honora- 
ble man.  A  lew  months  previous  to  his  death  he  received  the  office 
of  U.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Middle  District  of  Florida  from  President 
Van  Buren.  He  was  displaced  from  his  military  command,  and 
removed  from  his  civil  office  very  soon  afler  the  inauguration  of  Pre. 
Bident  Van  Buren *s  successor,  but  entirely  on  politwai grounds.  Hit 
proscriptbn  but  strengthened  the  attachment  of  his  friends,  and  the 
death  of  but  few  citizens  could  have  been  niore  sincerely  regretted 
than  his,  when  stricken  down  in  April  last  by  the  lawless  hand  of 
Tiolence. 

From  the  People  of  Florida,  of  whom  he  was  ever  the  devoted 
friend,  the  tribute  rendered  by  the  bills  referred  to  the  committee,  is 
but  just  and  meet.  And  it  is  to  be  lioped  all  will  appreciate  the  feel- 
ings, which,  as  well  on  account  of  both  bronohes  of  the  Legislature, 
on  account  of  propriety,  and  for  the  reputation  of  Florida,  forbid  that 
a  difference  of  taste  in  the  phrasediogy  of  a  bill  relating  to  sueh 
suhjedt  should  be  a  matter  of  protracted  discussion,  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  law  will  shew  the  intention,  and  if  not  as  well  toiikmH 
as  with  the  words  expunged  by  the  Senate,  a  reference  to  the  Jour- 
nals, will  afford  the  information.  Let  the  House  then  set  the  example 
of  promoting  harmony,  concur  with  the  Senate,  and  let  the  bill  become 
a  Law,  or  at  least  sent  to  the  Executive  for  his  decision. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  WILLIAMS,  ) 

J.  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jb.    >  Committee. 

CHARLES  L.  DELL,     ) 

On  the  qaestioD  of  concurring  in  the  Report  of  the  said  Coms* 
mittee,  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and 
Lancaster,  were  as  follows : 

13 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dtn- 
cy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Eliaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny, 
Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Weslcoit,  Williams— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Batile>  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Malone, 
McKinnon,  Stephens-r7. 

So  the  Report  was  concurred  in,  the  House  receding,  and 
accepting  ihe  amendment  of  the  Senate,  the  Bill  was  passed* 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

TheHouse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Stephens 
in  the  Chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  concerning  Public 
Defaulters,  ofiered  by  the  Senatr  and  accepted  by  the  House  as 
a  substitute  for  a  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  concerning  Public  De- 
faulters. After  some  time  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
Bill  substituted  as  amended, 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  report,  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Lancaster,  on  accepting 
the  proviso  offered  as  an  amenpment,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Er- 
nest, Edwards,  Lancaster,  Long,  M  alone,  McKinnon,  Mc- 
Raeny, Pent,  Stephens,  Taylor — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,   Dell,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock, 
Kelly,  Lewis,  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott,  Williams — 11. 
So  the  Report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dancy  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Ste- 
phens, were  as  follows :  ' 

Ayes — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi, 
Haddock,  Kelly,  Steele,  Tabor — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Cone,  Dancy,  Ernest, 
Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent, 
Stephens,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 16. 

So  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  Iost» 
On  motion  the  Bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  ot  Benjamin  G.  Thornton.     Af- 
ter some  time  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  same  as 
amended; 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  as  amended, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  organise  the  County  of  Santa 
Rosa,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ernest,  laid  on  the  table,  and  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  February  3d,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Joujnal  ot 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Ernest  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  establish  a 
Court  for  the  trial  of  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  committed  by 
Slaves  and  Free  persons  of  color. 

Mr.  Battle,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to  m- 
troduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relating  to  Judgments  and 
Executions ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Edwards  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  all 
Bank  Bills,  in  this  Territory,  for  less  than  the  amount  specified 
on  its  face,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Westcott  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act,  to  give  Mana- 
gers and  Overseers,  a  lien  on  the  crops  they  contract  to  super- 
intend. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steele,  the  Bill  in  relation  to  public  default- 
ers! was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Stephens  presented  the  petiti6n  of  William  Rogers, 
which  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

The  House  received  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Territory,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Arnou  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution,  viz: 
Whereas^  A  petition  has  heretofore  been  forwarded  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  from  the  citizens,  asking  an  appro- 
priation for  the  opening  and  construction  of  a  road  from  Mari- 
^nna  to  lola. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved^  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  Delegate  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  obtain  from  Congress,  an  appropriation 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  opening  and  constructing  of  a 
road  from  Marianna  to  lola,  on  the  Apalachicola  river; 

TFhich  was  read,  (the  Rules  being  waived,)  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  Petition  of  Robert  May  and  others. 
Pilots  of  the  Port  of  Apalachicola,  praying  that  no  person  be 
permitted  to  act  as  Pilots,  who  have  not  served  18  month's  ser- 
vitude. 

TFhich  was  received  and  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
Messrs.  Liowis,  Arnou  and  Battle,  were  appointed  that  commit- 
tee. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lancaster 
in  the  Chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  "an  Act  to  secure  the  Peoole 
of  Florida,  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency.'*    After 
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some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  the  same,  the  committee 
rose  and  by  t.*ieir  Chairman,  reported  the  Bill  as  amended. 

Which  report  was  , concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  ordeied  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Steele  in  the  chair,  on  a  IKll  to  be  entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable 
Creditors  of  Banks  to  cx)llect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the 
assets  thereof  in  lawful  money."  After  some  time  the  Commit- 
tee rose,^  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Actio  relation  to  Public  Defaulters, 
was  on  motion  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday, 
on  agreeing  to  the  Report  of  the  House  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  an  Act  in  relation  to  Public  Defaulters,  and  the  ayes 
and  nays  being  called,  were 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards, 
Kelly,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 
12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Ernest,  Elzanrdi, 
Lancaster,  Long,  M  alone,  McKinnou,  Pent,  Stephens — 11. 

So  the  motion  for  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  the  House  adjourn,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Ernest,  were  as  follows ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi, 
Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens^ — 
12. 

Nays^-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards, 
Haddock,  Kelly,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcot^ 
Williams— 13. 

The  question  was  then  on  concurring  in  the  report  of  said 
Committee  on  said  Bill,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by 
Messrs.  Dancy  and  Ernest,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi, 
Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  McKinaon,  Pent,  Stephens,  Steele 
—12. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards^ 
Haddock,  Kelly,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott, 
Williams— 13. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  Repot  t. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  a  substitute  for  the  Bill  reported  l^ 
the  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  an  act  concerning 
Public  Defaulters,  with  aroendmems,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Tabor  and  Ernest,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lan^ 
caster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent^ 
Stephens — 13* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


101 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards, 
Haddock,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 10. 

So  the  substitute  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  an  adjournment,  and  the  yeas  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messl-s.  Westcott  and  Williams,  were  as  follows. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Cone,  E'lwards,  Kelly, 
Lancaster,  Lewis, Long,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens, 
Tabor— J  3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest, 
Baddock,  Malone,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 10. 

So  tiie  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock* 


Friday,  February  4, 1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Long,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled,  ^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
asts  now  in  force  in  the  Territory  in  relation  to  Roads  and 
Highways ;"  which  was  read  the  first  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  this  Ter- 
ritory against  the  United  States  for  military  services  and  sup- 
plies furnished,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Dell,  Taylor,  Tabor, 
Battle  and  Williams  were  appointed  that  committee. 

Mr.  Ernest,  according  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ''  An  act  to  establish  a  Court  for 
the  trial  of  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  and 
free  persons  of  color ;"  which  was  read  the*  first  and  second 
time,  (the  rule  being  waived,)  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McRaeny, according  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  **  An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  Revenue  Laws  for  the  year 
1840,  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  all  arrears  due  to  and 
from  the  Territorial  Treasury  ;"  which  was  read  the  first  time 
and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kelly,  according  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  An  act  relating  to  pun- 
ishment of  ofiences  not  heretofore  designated ;"  which  was  read 
the  first  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cone  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  a  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  define  the  blood  ot  free  Mulattoes 
and  persons  of  color. 
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Mr.  Long  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  suspend  the 
Revenue  Laws  of  ihisTcrrriiory  for  the  year  1842.*' 

iMr.  Ta\lor  gave  notice  that  he  would  on^some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  he  entitled,  "An  act  to  repeal  all 
acts  incorporalino:  the  Town  of  Monliccllo,"  except  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Town  of  Monliccllo,  in  Jefierson  County,  ap- 
proved on  the  lOih  of  February,  1831. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  bill,  as  having  passed 
that  House,  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Roads,  Highways 
and  Ferries  ;  wiiich  was  read  the  first  Utne  and  ordored  for  to- 
morrow. 

Also  a  Resolution  which  had  been  adopted  by  that  body,  re- 
questing our  Dele^rate  in  Congress  to  apply  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  building  a  Jail  at  Key  West ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered for  to-morrow. 

Also  Resolutions  which  had  been  adopted  by  that  body  with 
respect  to  the  faith  of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  returned  a  bill  which  had  passed  this  House  en- 
titled an  Act  in  addiion  to  the  several  acts  now  in  force  In  rela- 
tion to  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries,  as  having  passed  that 
body  and  incorporated  in  the  Senate's  bill,  entitled  an  Act  con- 
cerning Roads,  Higfjways  and  Ferries. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  following  Resolution  ; 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  this  House  will  not  adjourn  nntil 
the  orders  of  the  day  are  gone  through. 

On  motion  of  indefinite  postponement,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing called  by  Mes«rs.  Westcott  and  Long,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Edwards,  KelJy,  Lan- 
caster, Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  JMcRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Williams — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnon,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Er- 
nest, Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Westcott — 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed* 

Mr.  Stephens  offered  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved^  That  no  member  in  this  House  shall  speak  longer 
than  fifteen  minutes,  nor  more  than  twice  on  any  given  subject. 

On  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  by  Messrs. Westcoit  and  Blackburn,were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  itfessrs.Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  itfcRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Williams— 15. 

Nays — iHessrs.  Battle,  Cone,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Long, 
Jtf alone,  McKinnon,  Stephens,  Westcott — 10. 

So  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  prevailed. 

Mr.  Long  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  the  rules  established  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  House  shall  not  be  waived. 
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Which  was  indefiiiUcly  postponed. 

jMr.  Lewis,  from  ihe  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  Pilots  of  Apalachicola,  reported  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  An  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of  Apalachico- 
)a:  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  Mt.  Mc- 
Raeny  in  the  Chair,  on  resolutions  received  from  the  Senate 
respecting  the  Faith  of  the  Territory.  After  some  time  spent  in 
consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man reported  the  Resolutions  as  amended;  which  report  was 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to  morrow. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whoh,  il/r. 
Steele  in  the  Chair,  on  the  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  ena- 
ble creditorsof  Banks  to  collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  as- 
sets thereof  in  lawful  money.  After  some  time  the  Comm'ttee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  the  same  as  amended; 
which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  to-morrow. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Malone,  of  Gadsden^ 
until  Monday. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  5th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introdured  a  bill  to 
be  entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  incorporating  the 
town  of  Monticello  except  the  act  of  1831. 

Mr.  Arnon  gave  notice  that  ha  would  on  some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Port  War- 
dens for  the  Port  of  [ola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Kelly  moved  that  a  bill  entitled,  An  Act  relating  to  pun- 
ishment of  offences  not  heretofore  designated,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  on  yesterday,  be  taken  up  and  placed  amongst  the  or- 
ders of  the  day ; 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  on  said  motion  by  Messrs. 
Westcott  and  Kelly,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Cone,  Dell,  Ernest,  Ed- 
wards, Elzaurdi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  McKinnon,  P«nt, 
Stephens— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy.  Haddock,  Steele, 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 9. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr;  Taylor  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  a  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  establish  and 
regulate  Pilotage  on  the  waters  and  in  the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
Judge  Jordan,  in  relation  to  the  punishment  of  an  offence  not 
heretofore  designated,  which  was  received  and  read  ;  when 

Mr.  Kelly,  by  lea^e  of  the  House,  withdrew  the  aforesaid  com- 
munication. 

Mr.  Long  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  as  early  as  convenient,  if  any  correspondence  has  taken 
place  between  the  Executive  of  this  Territory,  and  the  North 
American  Trust  and  Banking  Company,  or  any  agent  or  assig* 
iiee  thereof,  or  R.  M.  Blatchford  of  New  York,  or  any  other 
person  re^pecti  ig  the  certificate  or  guaranties  of  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  if  so  to  communicate 
to  this  House  a  copy  of  all  such  correspondence  as  early  as  con- 
venient; which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corpora- 
tions, made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
joint  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  lllh  of  January, 
respecting  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  substitute  there- 
for adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  returned  by  the  House ;  and  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Long,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  penalties  for  the  removal  of  personal 
property  mortgaged  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  or  the  Sou- 
thern Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  bevond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Florida,"   REPORT: 

Thai  in  lieu  of  said  resolution,  substitute  and  bill,  they  have 
drafted  and  now  submit  to  the  House,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida^  and  the  several  acts  respecting  said 
Bank,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said  Bank  as 
.speedily  as  possible.^ 

The  bill  provides  for  the  Union  Bank,  in  substance,  the  reme- 
^dv  proposed  to  be  given  to  both  Banks  in  this  city,  by  the  bill 
above  stated  to  have  been  referred  to  this  Committee,  against 
persons  running  off  mortgaged  slaves.  It  can  be  extended  to 
the  other  Bank,  by  a  distinct  act  amending  its  charter  also. 

The  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  submit  a  brief  statement  of 
some  of  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  them  to  report  this 
Bill,  in  lieu  of  said  Resolution,  and  the  substitute  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  of  this  House  above  referred  to.  was  as  follows: 

**  Resolved,  That  so  flagrant  has  been  the  mismanagement  ef  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  so  desperate  is  its  present  condition,  and  hopeless  its  pros, 
pects ;  that  the  protection  of  the  interest  of  the  holders  of  the  Territorial  bonds, 
i^ssaed  to  raise  the  capital  for  said  Bank ;  the  preserration  of  the  reputation  of 
the  people  of  Florida  from  impeachment;  and  the  present  and  future  welfare 
>ofthe  people  of  Florida,  imperiously  demand,  that  the  affairs  (k  said  instita. 
tion  be  forthwith  placed  in  progress  of  liquidation,  and  said  Bank  wound  up  om 
speedily  as  practicable ;  and  that,  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  a  Joint  iSeleet  Com* 
mittoe,  to  consist  of  four  members  of  each  House,  be  appointed  to  devise 
ooeasures  to  effect  such  object,  said  Committee  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.** 
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The  substitute  of  the  Senate  was  as  follows : 

•*  Wkeremtt  From  the  continued  sotpension  of  specie  pajrments  by  the  XTnioo 
Bank  of  Florida,  the  grent  depreciation  of  its  bUli .  and  the  coneequent  un- 
certainty  which  prevails  on  the  subject,  which  is  calculated  to  exert  a  very 
peruiciona  influence  on  the  indastry,  enterprise  and  trade  of  the  Territory. 

«•  Therefore  be  it  Retolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativet^ 
That  a  joint  select  committee  of  tour  members  of  each  House  be  appointed 
(in  such  manner  as  the  respective  Houses  may  prescribe),  to  detise  the  best 
means  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the  present  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  the  Uuioa 
Bank  of  Florida,  and  that  said  Committee  be  instructed,  (ehomld  they  deenhii 
iieeessary,)  to  report  a  bill  to  place  the  affairs  of  said  insMtution  in  progress  of 
liquidation,  and  wind  up  said  Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable.* 

The  ori^nal  resolution  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  18  to  5» 
The  substitute  of  the  Senate  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  ,6  to  4. 
It  would  seem  by  the  terms  of  the  substitute,  that  a  majority  of 
two  in  the  Senate,  are  not  yet  fully  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of 
winding  up  the  Union  Bank;  while  a  migority  of  13  of  the 
House,  deem  such  measures  imperiously  demanded,  for  the 
reasons  recited  in  the  resolution.  The  Senate  seem  to  regard 
some  jurther  investigation  as  necessary  to  be  had  by  this  Leg- 
islature, before  such  step  is  taken.  It  is  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  defer  the  decision  as  to  the  necessity  of  placing  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  *'  in  progress  of  liquidation,"  to  a  joint  special  Com- 
mittee, who  are  to  devise  the  means  or  not,  according  to  their 
judgment.  The  House  decided  such  further  investigation  un- 
necessary. In  accordance  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union,  in  his  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  urging  the  propriety 
of  all  suspended  Banks,  which  could  not  speedily  resume,  making 
assignments,  and  winding  up,  the  House  in  its  resolution  pro- 
posed to  go  to  work  at  once,  and  in  a  straight-forward  way,  to 
effect  the  desired  object.  As  a  justification  to  the  world  for  the 
proposed  course,  the  causes  and  reasons  were  stated.  If  these 
causes  did  not  exist,  the  proposed  measure  was  not  defensible. 
If  they  did  exist,  there  was  no  impropriety  in  stating  them;  nay,  it 
was  proper  they  should  be  so  stated. 

The  Committee,  after  deliberation,  have  discovered  nothing 
which  should  chanee  the  decision  of  the  House,  or  which  should 
have  influence  to  alter  the  course  indicated  by  its  resolution,  as 
proper  to  be  pursued.  The  Committee  propose,  presently, 
to  advert  briefly  to  some  of  the  facts  which  probably  induced 
the  adoption  by  the  House  of  the  language  used  in  its  resolutiout 
and  which  sustain  every  allegation  there  made.  If  these  facts 
are  not  known  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislatui'e,  suflicient- 
ly  to  induce  its  concurrence  in  the  measure  proposed,  the  House 
can  only  regret  the  diflferenc^  of  opinion,  resulting  from  such 
state  of  things.  It  cannot  be  expected  this  difference  will  change 
the  action  of  this  House.  It  is,  however,  presumed,  the  Senate 
will,  for  itself  ^.resort  to  the  means  it  possesses  of  itself,  to  ac- 
quire sufllcient  and  satisfactory  information,  to  act  advisedly. 

If  it  desires  further  invesUgation  than  that  already  had  at 

14 
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previous  sessions  of  the  Council,  if  it  wishes  more  autbeatic  data 
than  those  already  furnished  of  the  facts  recited  in  the  resolutioo 
of  the  House,  if  the  undenicd,  notorious,  and  (it  is  feared  atmosl 
irretrievable)  embarrassments  of  the  Union  Bank  are  insufficient 
to  convince  the  Senate  to  apply  the  correctives  in  our  power  at 
once,  it  can  adopt  measures  to  make  such  investigation,  acquire 
the  data,  and  satisfy  itself  of  the  existence  and  character  of  those 
embarrassments  without  the  assistance  or  concurrence  of  the 
House.  For  both  Houses  to  direct  such  preliminary  investiga- 
tion by  joint  committee,  as  proposed,  would  occasion  delay, 
could  not  be  productive  of  any  good  within  the  range  of  our  con- 
lecture,  and  would,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
be  a  useless  farce.    Anxious  to  preserve  that  harmony  and 

food  feeling  which  should  exist  between  the  two  coK>rdinate 
ranches  of  the  Legislature,  seeing  no  necessity  for  retraction  by 
the  House  of  its  expressed  opinions ;  and  regarding  it  as  un- 
becoming and  impolitic  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  the  Senate, 
and  especially  about  the  wording  of  a  merely  incipient  and  in- 
troductory proceeding,  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  best  to 
proceed  at  once,  and  by  no  devious  or  winding  path,  to  the 
object  wished  to  be  attained.  Hence  they  recommend  that  the 
lesolution  and  substitute  both  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  they  report  the  bill  annexed. 

The  objects  of  this  bill  are  fully  stated  in  the  20th  section. 
They  are  declared  to  be ''  the  abolition  of  the  franchise  ofbank^ 
ing,  heretofore  exercised  by  said  corporcAion^  and  Us  change  to 
a  mere  loan  o^ce^  for  loaning  money  on  real  estate-^the  speedjf 
settlement  of  it9  chairs,  and  collection  of  the  debts  to  it^andpay^ 
ment  of  all  its  debts;  not  however  molating  the  obligation 
of  contracts^  or  affecting  ve^d  rights  in  regard  thereto  ;  the 
affording  facilities  to  sHid  corporation  to  collect  or  secure  its 
debts;  the  payment  and  cancellation  of  the  Territorial  bonds  by 
said  corporation^or  the  substitution  of  the  bonds  of  said  corpora^ 
tion  therefor ;  the  restoration  of  the  currency  in  part  rendered 
unsound  and  vicious  by  the  depreciation  of  the  notes  of  said  Bank 
in  circulation  ;  the  security  of  the  bondrholders,  and'  the  preset^ 
vation  of  the  reputation  of  the  People  of  Flotnda  from  impeach^' 
mentf  and  the  protection  of  the  preseiU  and  future  weljarsand  in* 
terests  thereof" 

The  Committee  do  not  profess  to  be  sanguine  that  these  ob- 
jects can  all  be  attained  by  the  passage  of  the  proposed  bill  into 
a  law.  The  subject  involved  is  one  aboundii^  in  difficulties 
and  perplexities.  After  agreeing  upon  ^principle  to  be  main- 
tained, or  an  object  to  be  acquired,  the  adoption  of  the  details  of 
a  law  to  efiect  the  desired  end,  is  no  easy  task*    It  is  to  be  ho- 

fed,  however,  that  the  united  efforts  o(  the  members  of  both 
ranches  of  the  legislature,  ^f  tne  Senate  should,  o/^  iiit^s<t- 
gation^  become  satisfied  the  Bank  ought  to  be  wound  up,)  will 
he  patriotically  exerted  to  supply  any  omissions  and  correct  any 
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liefecti  in  Xheprcjet  sabmitted,  by  offering  all  amendments  which 
reflection  and  a  regard  for  the  public  weal,  may  susgesU  By 
this  course  the  imperfections  ot  the  bil!  may  be  cured,  and  a  law 
enacted  which,  if  it  secures  the  attainment  even  of  some  of  the 
objects  recited,  cannot  but  result  to  the  benefit  of  our  constitu- 
ents, who  have  so  loudly  and  earnestly  called  for  legislation  of 
such  character. 

Here  in  Florida,  and  to  those  of  our  own  citizens  who  have 
taken  any  note  of  passing  events,  it  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to 
the  causes  (vhich  not  merely  justify,  but  which  imperiously  de- 
mand  such  course  on  the  part  of  this  Legislature.  That*  they 
may  he  more  generally  diffused,  the  Committee  will  enumerate 
a  few  of  them. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Florida  was  incorporated  in  February, 
1833.  The  Council  ^m  then  but  one  House.  The  first  bill 
passed  by  a  vote  pf  11  against  7.  It  contained  a  clause  requir- 
ing its  ratification  by  Congress  before  it  should  go  into  force. 
This  bill  was  vetoed  by  Grovernor  Duval  solely  on  account  of 
this  clause,  as  will  appear  by  his  published  message*  The 
Council  amended  the  bill  by  striking  out  this  clause,  and  it  then 
passed  by  a  majority  ottwo  votes  only  out  of  eighteen  members, 
and  was  approved  and  signed  by  Governor  Duval. 

The  power  of  Ihe  Governor  and  Council  even  to  incorporate 
a  Bank,  had  before  then  been  seriously  questioned  by  the  Execu- 
tive. A  message  to  the  Council  in  1829,  vetoing  a' bill  to  char- 
ter a  bank,  contained  this  paragraph : 

"  It  is  doubtful  whether,  from  the  character  of  the  Territorial 
Government  deriving  its  power  solely  from  an  act  of  Congress, 
and  dependant  from  its  very  existence  in  its  present  form,  upon 
the  legislation  of  the  National  Government ;  being  itself  but  an 
imperfect,  quatified,and  dependant  corporation,  without  any  cer- 
tain term  of  existence,  it  can  properly  create  other  corporations, 
and  make  them  of  a  more  indissoluble  character  than  itself." 

Many  of  our  most  intelligent  citizens  contested  the  power  of 
the  Governor  and  Council,  (both  mere  federal  agents,)  to  create 
such  institutions,  and  bestow  franchises  upon  them  ;  and  espe- 
cially was  their  assumption  of  authority  to  bind  the  People  of 
Florida,  by  pledging  their  faith  for  the  use  of  this  Bank,  to  the 
amount  of  •3,000,000,  denounced  as  an  ''  usurpation,"  and  the 
**  faith  bonds,**  so  far  as  they  were  intended  to  bind  the  People, 
declared  by  some  to  be  null  and  void. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Bank,  considerable  delay  ensued. 
'  The  then  Secretary  of  the  Territory  was  opposed  to  the  charter 
of  the  Bank,  as  well  upon  the  ground  of  the  absence  of  author- 
ity, in  the  Governor  and  Council  to  grant  such  charter,  as  also 
to  the  provisions  of  the  charter  itseli.  In  the  absence  of  Gov- 
ernor Duval,  his  official  aid  to  the  organization  of  the  Bank  was 
at  first  withheld,  but  after  some  delay,  was  reluctantly  yielded. 
In  a  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  to  organize  the 
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Bank,  July  8th,  1888,  the  following  laqgatge  was  held  by  that 
officer :  **  1  eDtertain  serious  doubts  as  to  the  power  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature  to  create  such  corporatiou,  and  of  the  validity 
of  the  act,  and  consequently,  doubts  also  as  to  the  existence  of 
any  official  obligation  upon  me  to  do  the  various  acts  it  pre* 
scribes  to  be  done  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary.  I  have  also 
strong  apprehensions  that  if  this  Bank  goes  into  operation  un- 
der this  charter,  it  will  be  found  pregnant  with  the  most  mis- 
chievous and  disastrous  results  to  the  credit  and  prosperity  of 
the  Territory  and  its  citizens." 

The  Bank  was  however  organized  in  1833,  and  on  the  16th 
of  April  1834,  Governor  DuVal  signed  and  delivered  to  the 
Bank,  faith  bonds  to  the  amount  of  8360,000.  These  bonds 
were  sold  in  the  fall  of  1834,  to  certain  brokers  in  New- York 
and  Philadelphia,  and  arrangements  made  for  8640,000  more, 
which  additional  amount,  Grovernor  Eaton  issued  10th  February 
1835,  though  the  bonds  are  dated  January  31st,  1885.  Grov- 
enor  Call,  January  1st,  1838,  executed  82000,000,  of  additional 
faith  bonds  for  this  bank,  making  the  full  amount,  authorized  by 
its  act  of  incorporation.  The  Bank,  for  twenty-eight  months 
after  it  went  into  operation  and  commenced  discounting,  contin- 
ued to  pay  specie,  and  by  consequence,  its  liabilities  were  at  par; 
but  May  10th,  1837,  some  di^ys  before  the  suspension  of  the 
other  banks  In  the  South  and  elsewhere,  it  announced  in  the 
newspapers  of  this  city,  that  it  had  but  876.00  "  injoreign  bank 
notes,  to  pay  deposites  amounting  to  8108,694,17,  and  a  circu* 
lotion  of  8254,941,  00.  Annexed  to  this  report,  is  a  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  this  bank  at  different  periods,  which 
exhibits  the  general  course  of  its  business.  Since  1837,  a  period 
of  nearly  five  years,  it  has  remained  "suspended,"  except  for 
short  periods,  when  it  has  paid  out  some  specie  for  special  objects. 

Prior  to  the  incorporation  of  this  Bank,  and  in  the  year  1829, 
the  Bank  of  Florida  had  been  chartered,  to  be  located  in  this  city. 
The  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  was  also  chartered  in  1832.  The 
latter  Bank,  in  1833,  soon  after  it  went  in  operation,  purchased 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Florida,  and  in  1838,  the  Union  Bank 
bousht  up  the  cliarters  of  both  these  Banks. 

The  suspension  of  the  Union  Bank,  has  continued  for  the  pe- 
riod of  four  years  and  ei^ht  months,  although  during  this  period 
it  received  by  the  transfer  of  the  assets  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Florida,  upwards  of  869,000  in  specie,  and  a  large  amount  of 
good  paper,  payable  at  short  dates,  and  notwithstanding  in  1838 
it  goitwo  millions  of  dollars  of''  faith  bonds,"  wherewith  to  raise 
funds  to  enable  it  to  resume  specie  payments,  and  $1,296,000  of 
which,  by  it^  own  account,  it  disposed  of  Amxag  the  years  1838 
and  1839.  The  efiects  of  this  protracted  suspension,has  been  most 

i^rievious  to  this  community.     It  has  destroyed  its  credit,  para- 
yzed  its  commerce,  and  involved  it  in  embarrrassments  which 
will  be  felt  for  years  to  come.    By  it,  the  bank  has  lost  the  coa- 
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fidence  of  the  People,  its  bills  have  greatly  depreciated,  even  so 
low  at  times  as  50  per  cent  below  par,  and  with  ten  specie  doU 
lars,  twenty  dollars  of  its  bills  can  now  be  purchased  within  a 
'  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Bank.  Has  all  this  been  occasion- 
ed by  accident,  casualty  or  misfortune?  Is  it  true,  as  has  been 
contended,  that  this  slate  of  things  is  the  result  of  the  complaints 
or  "denunciations"  (if  the  most  preferable  phrase,)  of  those 
opposed  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  or  of  those  called  its  *'ene* 
mies"?  The  committee  refermg  to  the  reports  of  former  com- 
mittees of  this  House,  to  pamphlets  and  to  statements  and  arti- 
cles in  newspapers,  published  by  autlf^rity  of  the  Bank,  or  of  its 
officers,  and  to  facts  as  notorious  as  the  existence  of  the  Bank  it- 
self, can  find  abundant  cause  for  the  ^'desperate  condition  and 
hopeless  prospects  of  the  Bank,"  in  the  obvious  vices  of  ihe  char- 
ter of  the  Bank,  not  merely  permitting,  but  manifestly  and  inev* 
itably  tending  to  ''flagrant  mismanagement"  ofits  affairs. 

The  principle  found  in  the  charter,  that  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank,  (ordinarily  regarded  as  the  lenders  of  the  money  put 
out  by  the  bank)  are  themselves  recognized  as  the  borrowers 
from  the  Bank,  of  the  principal  portion  ofits  capital,  (originally 
borrowed  by  the  Bank,)  is  one  that  tends  directly  and  unavoida- 
bly to  abuses.  The  management  and  control  of  the  Bank,  is 
thus  placed  in  the  hands  oi  those  whose  direct  pecuniary  interest 
it  is  to  accumulate  stock,  engross  its  capital,  and  then  depreci- 
ate its  bills.  Asthe  stoc^  is  connected  witk  the  debtoi  the  stock- 
holder, in  proportion  as  he  can  more  easily  discharge  his  debt, 
hy  the  purchase  of  the  depreciated  bills,  so  is  the  value  of  his 
43tock  increased. 
J  The  union  of  ihe  functions  of  banking  with  those  ol  a  loan 
^ffice^  for  letting  ouft  money  on  long  credits,  upon  mortgage  of 
real  estate,  is  another  serious  objection  to  the  charter.  This  ex- 
periment was  tried  as  early  as  the  year  1740,  in  the  province  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  result  as  given  by  M inot  in  his  history 
ot  that  Colony,  bears  a  remarkable  similarity  to  that  of  the  same 
system  in  Mississippi,  and  in  Florida,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  within  the  last  few  years.  No  bank  without  the  power 
to  control  its  assets,  ivithin  at  most,  six  months  after  warning, 
can  be  relied  upon  to  afford  a  sound  currency.  However  vigi- 
lant and  careful  in  looking  to  the  uUimaie  security  of  the  debts 
due  to  it,  if  it  cannot  rely  on  the  punctuality  of  its  debtors  in  cases 
of  urgency,  it  cannot  be  reasonably  expected  to  sustain  its  credit. 
Experience  has  proved  that  the  extension  by  a  '^  bank  of  depos- 
ite,  exchange  and  circulation,"  in  any  part  of  the  United  States 
of  a  credit  of  more  than  six  months  to  its  borrowers,  is  certain 
to  involve  the  bank  in  difficulties.  In  the  vicissitudes  of  trade 
and  commerce,  such  extension  exposes  a  bank,  (althou^^'h  it  may 
be  solvent,)  to  constant  danger  of  bein^  obliged  to  suspend. 
That  a  bank  may  escape,  that  banks  have  escaped  for  years, 
through  the  confidence  or  credulity  of  the  people,  is  adinittedi . 
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but  continaed  adbereance  to  saeh  practice,  is  certain  to  entangle 
Ifle  a  bank  io  perplexities.  It  is  oflen  forced,  in  order  to 
sustain  its  credit  to  borrow  money ;  it  is  obliged  to  resort  to 
shifts  and  contrivances  to  raise  funds  on  emergencies ;  to  adopt 
measures  to  putoflTdenr.ands,  or  delay  the  payment  of  its  debts, 
all  of  which  practices  of  **  financiering,'*  as  it  is  called,  may 
possibly  succeed  well,  now  and  then,  and  for  short  periods,  but 
are  certain  m  the  long  run  to  result  in  dis<:redit,  embarrassment 
and  ruin.  By  the  union  of  the  two  functions  of  a  Bank  and  Loan 
office  in  the  charter,  the  B||nking  capital  of  the  Union  Bank,  af* 
ter  all  the  capital  is  obtained  and  paid  in,  although  nominally 
•3000,000.  is  in  fact  but  81000,000.  Two  thirds  of  the  three 
millions  do  not  belong^ to  the  Bank  as  banking  capital.  It  is 
liable  to  be  dragged  out  at  pleasure  by  the  stockholders,  by  their 
stock  pullicans  and  reti^incd  on  a  credit  of  from  20  to  30  years, 
if  tliey  but  pay  the  semi-annual  interest. 

The  absence  in  the  charter  of  any  cfBcicnt'checks  or  guards,  or 
securities  against,  or  of  any  provisions  giving  a  remedy  for  mis- 
management by  the  conductors  of  the  Bank,  to  those  mosi  deqp* 
ly  interested  in  its  ultimate  solvency,  (the  bond  holders)  is  also 
a  glaring  fault.  By  the  present  charter,  so  long  as  the  interest 
is  paid,  although  the  principal  is  daily  being  exhausted  by 
mismanagement  and  waste,  or  running  off  the  mortgaged  slaves, 
the  bond  holders  can  have  no  remedy  either  against  the  Bank 
or  the  Stockholders^  Nay,  if  tlie  conductors  of  the  Bank  were 
openly  to  sell  at  a  sacrifice,  the  only  security  given  for  the 
principal  of  the  bond  debt,  t^  order  to  pay  up  the  interest^  the 
bond  holders  are  remediless  I  Among  the  practices  <^  this  Bank 
which  have  called  loudest  for  public  reprehension,  and  which 
has  occasioned  the  continued  depression  of  the  price  of  its  paper 
here,  has  been  a  system  of'*  financiering,''  having  the  very  etteet 
above  deprecated,  and  tending  to  the  same  result.  In  order  to 
pay  up  the  semi-annual  interest  on  the  foreign  bonds,  cotton  has 
been  obtained  directly  and  indirectly,  at  ruinous  prices,  bonds 
and  other  securities  made  and  shaved  off,  by  which  *'financier- 
ing,"  the  Bank  has  sustained  heavy  losses,  and  although  the 
precise  amount  cannot  be  stated  by  the  committee,  it  is  not 
doubted,  it  has  sunk  by  such  processes,  all  its  past  supposed 
profits,  and  impaired  its  capital  to  a  considerable  amount.  No 
provisions  are  to  be  found  in  this  charter,  imposing  punishments 
upon  the  persons,  who,  as  officers  or  agents  of  the  institution 
may  violate  the  charter,  except  for  a  violation  impossible  to  oc* 
cur,  stated  in  the  15th  and  d5th  sections  of  the  charter.  The 
penalty  for  refusing  to  pay  specie  is  acainst  the  Bank.  This  is 
of  no  avail.  Nay,  if  as  some  contend,  the  People  of  Florida, 
can  be  held  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  faith  bonds,  this 
penalty  is  imposed  in  effect  upon  the  people  themselves. 

These  vices  in  this  system  are  glaring  and  manifest.  The 
history  of  the  present  era  shows  that,  even  when  Banks  are 
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rtgulated  and  i^overned  by  reasonable  and  proper  charters, 
containing  checks  and  guards,  temptations  are  often  ofiered  to 
those  concerned  in  them,  to  commit  improprieties,  and  even 
frauds,  too  strong  for  fallible  and  weak  human  nature  to  resist. 
*  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered,  that  with  such  a  loose,  unguarded 
charter  as  this  is ;  with  a  charter  thrusting  inducements  of  the 
8t:ongestand  most  tempting  character  before  its  stockholders 
and  conductors  to  mistake  the  path  of  public  duty  and 
wise  ppiicy  for  the  country,  and  pursue  courses  dictated  by  self* 
interest,  although  they  are  honest  and  worthy  eiiizens  and  with 
ffood  intentions,  that  they  have  committed  errors  of  judgment, 
blunders,  he.  &c 

As  they  have  promised,  the  Committee  will  now  briefly  enu* 
merate  some  of  the  courses  of  this  Bank,  which  it  is  conceived 
are  included  in  the  category  last  mentioned. 

The  34th  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  provides,  that 
the  faith  bonds  *'  shall  in  no  instance  be  sold,  or  negociated  at  a 
*'  discount,  or  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  named  and  ex* 
^  pressed  in  said  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  capital  of 
**  said  bank ;  but  in  every  such  case,  each  and  every  bond  sold 
**  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  named  and  expressed  therein, 
''shall  thereby. become  forever  absolutely  null  and  void/' 

By  the  admitted  facts,  exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  Commitr 
tee  on  Banks  of  this  House,  at  the  session  of  1840,  it  appears 
that  81.200,000  of  the  last  amount  of  two  millions  ot  bonds, 
were  sold  "  for  a  less  sum  (in  specie)  than  the  amount  named 
and  expressed  in  said  bonds."  The  attempt  to  make  a  distinc* 
tion  between  Tallahassee  par  and  New  York  par^  or  London 
j9ar,  or  between  Union  Bank  par  and  specie /^or,  to  justify  this 
sale,  is,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Committee,  not  deserving  seri- 
ous answer.  The  recent  judgment  of  the  highest  Court  of  Ap* 
peals  of  the  State  of  New  York,  made  by  18  Judges  against 
3  dissentients,  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ««•  l)ela* 
field,  explodes  such  doctrine.  Indeed,  such  excuse  is  not  sus- 
tained by  the  dictates  of  common  sense. 

The  13th  section  of  the  charter  also  provides  that  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Governor  to  execute  the  bonds  for  the  Bank,  is  not 
to  be  exercised  till  the  bonds  **  are  secured  to  the  satis&ction  of 
the  Directors.''  From  the  ^  evidence  adduced  to  the  Cominittee 
of  investigation  of  1840,  it  appears  that  the  last  two  thousand 
bonds  executed  by  Governor  Call  in  January,  1838,  and  de- 
livered to  the  Bank  March  8th,  1838,  were  so  executed  long 
before  the  •«  security"  referred  to  by  the  charter,  was  fully  given, 
and  some  of  these  bonds  were  even  disposed  of,  before  the  mort- 
gages to  the  Bank  were  all  fully  executed  by  the  stockholders. 

The  13th  section  of  the  charter  provides:  "*  That  it  shall  be, 
**  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
**  Territory  to  affix  the  seal  of  said  Territory  to  each  of  said 
^  bonds  so  signed  snd  countersigned,  free  of  charge.** 
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By  the  original  bill,  submitted  to  the  Council  in  1833^  as  ap-^ 
pears  by  a  printed  copy  of  said  bill,  procured  by  the  Conrunittee, 
which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  (and  the  preserration  of  which 
is  recommended,)  it  was  proposed  that,  in  addition  to  said  act, 
he  was  to  attest  the  bonds  by  his  signature,  and  he 
was  allowed  25  cents  on  each  one  of  the  3000  bonds,  but  in  the 
progress  of  the  bill  through  the  Council,  probably  anticipating  a 
refu^'ai  by  the  then  incumbent  of  the  Secretary's  office  to  sign 
the  bonds,  it  was  decided  they  should  be  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  instead  of  the  Secretary.  By  the  testimony  adduced 
to  this  Committee,  and  herewith  reported  to  the  House,  it  seems 
that  when  the  $3C0,000  of  bonds  were  executed  in  1884,  and 
also  the  $2,000,000  in  January,  1838,  the  requirements  of  the 
charter  in  this  rei^rd,  were  not  observ^.  By  requiring  the 
Secretary  to  perform  this  duty,  it  was  doubtless  intend^  to 
place  that  officer  a^  a  ckeck  in  the  issumg  of  the  bonds,  upon 
the  Governor  and  the  Bank.  It  is  not  presumed  the  Council 
contemplated  the  performance  by  him  oi  the  manual  operation 
of  affixing  the  seal  for  the  Bank,  (and  that^o^i^,)  but  bis  super- 
intendance,  his  knowledge,  his  agency,  and  his  consent,  was 
manifestly  expected.  With  respect  to  92,360,000  of  the 
bonds  issued  to  this  Bank,  it  appears  no  such  8uperiatendence» 
agency,  or  consent,  was  extended  by  these  officers.  The  re- 
spectiva  Governors,  when  the  two  issues  of  bonds  referred  to, 
were  made,  assumed  control  of  the  seal,  and  under  his  authority 
they  were  affixed  to  the  bonds,  as  it  ii  believed  by  the  Bank. 

The  Committee  do  not,  on  this  occasion,  deem  it  necessary  to 
comment  upon  the  efifect  of  this  heedlevsness  or  disregard  oi  the 
express  stipulations  of  its  charter  manifested  by  the  Bank,  in  its 
eagerness  and  haste  to  procure  these  bonds — raise  money  by 
the  sale  of  them,  and  make  loans  to  its  stockholders^  or  upon 
the  effect  of  the  disposition  of  them  under  />ar,  as  abeve  men- 
tioned. If  the  validity  of  the  bonds,  as  binding  the  People  of 
Florida  was  acknowledged,  these  woald  be  questions  well  worth 
considering. 

But  the  People  of  Florida  have  decided  the  question  as  to 
their  liability  for  these  bonds,  upon  other  and  broader  principles 
and  grounds.  They  have  said  emphatically,  that  the  Territorial 
Government  is  not  competent  to  bind  them^  or  pledge  their  faith 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  private  coriiorations.  No  People  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  would  revolt  with  more  indignation,  at  the 
commission  of  an  act  which  would  bring  dishonor  on  their  coun- 
try, than  those  citizens  of  Florida  who  have  decided  these  faith 
bonds  to  be  nuirties.  If  we  were  a  sovereign  state — if  the  con- 
stitution of  such  state  authorised  the  Legislature  to  make  such 
pledge,  they  would  scorn  its  violation.  The  last  vestige  of  their 
property  would  cheerfully  be  yielded  up  to  redeem  it.  and  pre- 
serve the  reputation  of  their  state  unstained.  But  the  case  of 
these  faith  bonds  is  widely  different.    With  strict  adherence  to 
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the  nicest  rules  of  honor  ;  nay,  with  a  bumble,  but  firm  and 
abiding  conBdence  that  they  do  not  transgress  those  more  immu- 
table and  sacred  precepts  o(  justice  enjoined  by  that  Great  Being 
who  punishes  the  sins  of  nations  and  of  men ;  have  a  large  ma- 
jority of  this  people  resolved  not-  to  wear  the  manacles  sought 
to  be  rivetted  upon  them,  upon  their  children,  and  their  children's 
children.  They  deny  these  faith  bonds  were  made  by  their  con- 
sent, or  that  the  money  obtained  by  the  sale  of  them,  was  for 
their  use.  The\  have  been  created  by  a  government,  not  of 
the  people^  but  placed  over  them ;  a  mere  temporary  arrange- 
ment by  Congress,  a  police  regulation  only,  a  fugacious  institute, 
three  removes  below  even  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  and 
which  in  chartering  this  bank,  and  issuing  these  bonds,  has  at- 
tempted to  usurp  two  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereign  power. 
These  agents  of  federal  authority ^  in  the  selection  of  but  part  of 
which  to  rule  over  us,  the  citizens  of  Florida  are  permitted  by 
Congress  to  have  a  voice,  have  by  this  charter  sought  to  make 
us  subject  to  their  unlimited  taxation,  and  render  our  posterity 
*' hereditary  bondsmen.^^  The  question  of  **  repudiation,"  (as 
those  who  contend  for  the  validity  o(  the  bonds  have  sneeringly 
called  it,)  is  forever  and  finally  settled  in  Florida  upon  these  prin- 
ciples. No  aid  has,  or  will  be  invoked  from  other  circumstances, 
or  by  a  resort  to  technicalities  or  degrading  quibbles ;  and  the 
facts  above  mentioned  are  only  referred  to,  as  exeniplifying  the 
defects  of  the  charter,  and  the  heedlessness  of  its  conductors  to 
the  requirements  of  its  letter  and  its  spirit. 

The  monopoly  by  the  first  subscribers  of  the  chief  portion  of 
the  stock  at  the  last  subscription  except  a  comparatively  small 
amount  allotted  to  a  limited  number  of  new  subscribers  in  parcels 
of  twenty  shares  to  each,  it  is  considered  was  iii  contravention  of 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  charter,  against  sou.id  policy,  both 
with  respect  to  the  bank  and  the  true  interests  of  the  country, 
and  one  principal  cause  of  the  continued  embarrassments  of  the 
Bank.  The  accumulation  of  a  large  number  of  shares  in  the 
hands  of  a  few,  and  the  borrowing  by  these  few  of  large  amounts 
on  their  stock  notes,  gave  encouragement  to  a  wild  and  reckless 
spirit  of  speculation,  and  which  has  resulted  in  ruinous  losses. 
Large  amounts  of  the  monies  so  loaned  were  expended  in  unpro- 
ductive properly  purchased  in  fact  in  many  instances  **to  put 
into  Bank"  in  order  to  procure  the  loan,  or  if  laid  out  in  prop- 
erty which  could  be  made  productive,  prices  were  paid  unwar- 
ranted by  any  reasonable  or  prudent  calculations.  Consequently 
in  the  revulsion  of  the  times,  many  have  found  themselves  unable 
to  pay  their  semi-annual  instalments  of  stock  interest,  except  by 
obtaining  additional  accommodation  loans  from  the  Bank  or 
other  sources. 

The  extraordinary  process  adopted  in  1838,  by  which  the 

15 
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original  stockholders  obtained  additional  loans  on  their  origi- 
nal stock,  without  yielding  additional  security,  was  clearly  un- 
warranted by  ihe  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  charter.  Owing  to 
the  speculating  mania  which  then  prevailed,  and  the  great 
amount  of  paper  money  afloat  in  Florida,  all  property  had  risen 
to  extraordinary  high  prices — far  above  the  original  appraise- 
ments upon  the  first  subscriptions.  The  appraised  value  of 
the  property  smorlgaged  upon  the  first  subscriptions  was 
increased  by  vote  of  the  stockholders  33  1-3  per  cent.,  and 
additional  loans  to  a  proportionate  amount  authorised.  By  this 
contrivance  the  original  security  of  the  bond  holders  and  the 
public  for  the  first  million  of  stock  was  decreased /Ar^  Atcn- 
dred  and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars  1 

The  measure  by  which  the  old  subscribers,  in  violation  of 
the  23d  section  of  the  charter  which  requiredMhe  Bank  "  to  re- 
tain the  surplus  profits''  and  '^  use  them  as  additional  capital," 
received  the  benefit  of  these  profits  up  to  1838,  ^nd  which, 
when  the  division  was  made,  were  esiin^ated  at  12^  per  cent 
on  the  capital  stock  of  81,000,000,  then  perfected,  cannot  be  loo 
strongly  condemned.  One  half  of  those  profits,  so  soon  as  the 
faith  bonds  were  discharged,  was,  by  the  charter,  to  belong  ta 
the  Territory,  or  State  of  Florida,  and  by  the  36th  section,  was 
to  be  "  forever  held  and  appropriated  by  this  Territory  as  a 
fund,  to  be  controlled,  invested  and  regulated  so  that  the  annual 
interest  or  dividends  which  may  accrue  thereon,  shall  be  applied 
as  the  legislature  may,  oi  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  exclu- 
sively to,  and  for  the  establishment,  support  and  use  of  schools, 
colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning  in  this  Territory.** 

There  is  no  semblance  of  warrant  for  this  dividend  to  be 
found  in  the  charter,  and  the  Committee  regard  it  as  an  inexcu- 
sable breach  ot  trust  to  the  public  by  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank. 

The  loose  and  impro^fident  issues  of  the  Bank  without  a  pro- 
per specie  basis  bemg  first  obtained,  by  the  sale  of  the  "  faith 
bonds,**  is  now  generally  admitted.  But  especially  the  loans  in  1838 
and  '39,  on  the  new  slock,  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars,  before  it 
had  been  ascertained  the  faith  bonds  issued  upon  this  new  stock 
had  been  sold,  and  the  capital,  to  justify  such  loan,  obtained,  can- 
not be  successfully  defended,  either  with  respect  to  legality,  cor- 
rectness, good  faith  to  the  public,  or  judicious  policy.* 

The  exaction  at  diflferent  times  of  exorbitant  premium  for  ex- 
^ihange  on  the  North,  when  paid  for  with  its  own  notes,  has  for- 
med  a  subject  of  just  complaint  against  the  Bank.  When  thus 
paid  for,  to  charge  more  than  a  reasonable  advance  on  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  a  shipment  of  specie,  is  extortionate  and  un- 
just, for  it  is  its  suspension — its  violation  of  its  obligations — and 
the  consequent  depreciation  of  its  paper,  which  occasions  the 
high  rate  of  exchange.  Was  it  lo  pay  specie,  the  buyer  of  the 
ijxchange  could  procure  and  ship  the  specie. 
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The  interference  by  the  Bank  with  the  legitimate  business  of 
the  merchant  in  buying  cotton,  and  in  making  advances  upon 
that  product,  in  fine  in  turning  cotton  broker  and^  speculator, 
has  been  loudly  and  justly  objected  to  as  unwise  and  improper. 
That  it  was  both,  is  shown  by  the  result.  The  immense  losses 
notoriously  sustained  by  the  JBank  on  cotton  purchased,  and  the 
large  amounts  it  is  well  known  it  must  lose  by  the  inability  of 
many  to  whom  advances  were  made,  to  make  good  the  "  recla- 
mations" for  losses  by  sales  below  advances,  has  contributed  iu 
-a  great  degree  to  its  embarrassments. 

Equally  to  be  condemned  are  the  means  adopted  by  the  bank 
to  raise  money  by  making  bank  bonds  and  other  securities  with  . 
the  endorsements  and  guaranties  of  stockholders,  and  pawning 
them  as  security  with  brokers  abroad,  or  selling  them  below 
par.  The  Committee  regard  the  latter  expedient  as  an  evasion 
of  the  34th  section  of  the  charter,  heretorore  quoted,  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  the  faith  bonds  below  par.  Certainly  it  is  of  as  perni- 
cious effect,  as  it  impairs  the  ability  ©f  the  bank  to  an  equal  de- 
gree. The  illegal  pawning  also  of  the  $704,000  of  faith  bonds, 
which  they  have  not  been  enabled  to  sell  according  to  the  char- 
ter, and  a  like  disposition  of  the  Territorial  bonds  issued  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  defending  the  frontier  from  the  Indians,  the 
Committee  cannot  but  regard  as  a  gross  abuse  of  the  trust  con- 
fided to  the  conductors  of  this  Bank,  not  justified  by  any  state  of 
things  possible  to  conce.ve. 

The  excuse  offered  by  the  advoc:ites  of  this  course  of  policy 
is  that  it  has  been  pursued  to  save  the  "credit  of  the  Bank,"  and 
the  "honor  of  the  Territory,"  by  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  faith  bonds  abroad !"  Whether  the  sacrifices 
thus  made,  will  be  very  highly  appreciated  by  the  bond  holders 
when  they  discover  by  sad  experience,  that  it  has  lessened  to 
an  alarming  degree,  the  security  for  the  "punctual  payment"  ol 
the  principal  of  these  bonds ;  and  whether  our  posterity,  when 
dishonor  is  imputed  to  them  for  non-paynient  of  the  principal, 
will  regard  the  visionary  hope  indulged  by  the  Bank  of  being 
able  to  retrieve  its  losses  thus  incurred,  so  as  to  meet  that  prin- 
cipal, as  a  good  excuse  for  such  course,  reflecting  men  can  de- 
cide as  well  now  as  hereafter.  What  right  has  the  present  ge- 
neration to  incur  debts  for  posterity  to  pay  ?  Where  is  the 
nnorality  or  justice  of  that  policy  which  indur.es  the  purchase^ 
for  those  now  on  the  stage  of  action,  of  a  par  character,  the 
price  of  which  is  to  be  paid  by  those  who  come  hereafter  ?  It  is 
not  just  or  right.  We  should  not  saddle  posterity  with 
an  onerous  debt,  that  we  may  "  eat,  drink  and  be  merry  ;" 
and  if  we  do  so,  instead  of  plaudits  for  our  "  zeal  to  protect 
the  honor  of  the  Territory,"  we  may  incur  their  unrestrain- 
ed, and  not  undeserved,  execrations.  The  purchase  of  cotton 
at  such  prices,  in  their  own  paper,  as  must  inevitably  result 
in  heavy  loss  to  the  Bank,  has  been  justified  on  like  grounds. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IIG 

The  Committee  cannot  commend  that  code  of  comfncrcial  mo- 
ralitj  and  justice,  which  authorises  the  commission  of  wron^j 
upon  the  communily  here,  by  allowing  the  bills  of  the  bank  to 
conlinae  in  discredit,  and  to  reniain  worthless  to  all  but  Bank 
debtors^  in  order  that  the  credit  of  the  Bank  may  be  sustained  in 
another  quarter;  and  when,  too,  such  policy  must  inevitably 
in  the  end,  operate  to  the  serious  injury  of  all  parties. 

The  contrivances  called  funding  ;  or  of  givim?  certificates  of 
deposite  bearing  interest,  and  Post  Notes  payab'e  at  future  pe- 
riods, and  issuing  securities  payable  in"  current  funds**  or  "  cur- 
rent bank  notes  of  Florida,"  are  ille^ntimale  and  censurable, 
and  no  bank  which  follows  such  practices,  deserves  the  public 
confidence. 

The  Committee  regard  the  carelessness  and  mil-practices 
which  have  been  discovered  lu  the  manigement  of  the  Bank,  to 
have  been  pursued  .by  some  who  have  been  connected  with  it  as 
officers,  in  permitting  irrcLular  and  iilcgilimrte  leans,  sorre- 
times  upon  mere  "  kites,"  without  sufficient  or  regular  authority; 
in  not  preventing  over  drafts  to  large  amou  ts;  in  negligence  in 
;he  security  of  debts  lo  the  Bank,  by  taking  mortiragesof  pro?* 
perty  without  due  scrutiny  as  to  title,  and  even  without  proper- 
ly ascertaing  its  existence;  in  not  exercising  proper  vigilance  to 
prevent  mortgagors  from  running  off,  or  otherwise  disposing  of 
the  m6rtgaged  prorerty,  so  that  it  cannot  be  reached  by  the 
Bank  ;  and  sundry  other  malfeasances  and  non-feasances,  as  be- 
ing all  but  incidents  to  the  vices  of  the  sj/slem  on  which  the  Bank 
is  based,  and  which  every  day's  experience  proves  would  have 
occurred,  and  will  again  occur,  under  such  system,  although 
others  maybe  entrusted  with  the  control  of  said  Bunk.  The 
facts  which  have  publicly  transpired  of  this  character,  form  a 
cogent  reason,  however,  for  the  proposed  alleralionsof  the  char- 
ier, and  depriving  this  corporation  of  the  privilege  of  baViking. 
They  prove  conclusively,  it  is  unsafe  and  unwise  to  continue  it, 
as  a  Bank. 

The  rpal  estate  of  the  Bank,  in  the  report  o'"  its  condition  on  the  1st 
of  Ja«  uury,  1842,  is  set  down  at  $97,(383.40.  The  policy  of  a  Bank 
investiiig  so  much  of  its  capital  in  uoproductive  property,  thereby 
rendering  so  much  of  its  means  deadj  cannot  be  defended,  except 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  to  settle  debts  due  to  it,  which  could 
not  bo  otherwise  collected.  Where  all  this  real  estate  is  situated, 
the  Committee  have  not  deemed  it  ol  essential  importance  to  make 
special  inquiry;  and  besides,  it  is  believed  it  is  shewn  by  former  re. 
ports  of  this  Bank,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  from 
them,  since  1839 : 


1839. 
Banking  Hcusc  and  Lot,  §14,969  90 


Amount,  14,969  90 


1840. 

Real  Estate— 

Tallahassee,  $15,169  90 

St    Joseph  and  Jackson 

County.  59,223  57 

Richmond,  Va.  in  trast,  9.971  84 

$84,365  31 
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1841. 
Ittrai  t»  lUted  in  1840. 


25.169  90 

59,185  32 

9.971  «4 


1842. 


Real  Estate, 


$9,7.G88  4& 


$94.3f?7  06  ^97,683  46 

The  report  of  this  year  is  without  specificatian.  The  aggregate  is 
increased  over  last  year  $3356.40.  It  is  presumed  this  is  owing  to  the 
expenditure  of  thai  sum,  since  the  report  of  1841,  on  the  **  structure" 
called  the  new  banking  house.  If  so,  this  building  cost  the  Bank 
813,356.40.  The  necessity,  or  good  pohcy,  of  makiig  such  ex- 
pendrure,  whilst  the  Bunk  was  ^^  suspended^^*  and  its  bills  greatly 
depreciated,  and  when,  too,  the  Bank  had  already  a  commodious 
brick  house,  amply  sufficient  for  the  transaction  of  ail  its  business,, 
witli  strong  vaults/or  specie,  dtc.  and  which,  with  the  lot  appurtenant 
to  it,  cost  $15,169.90,  is  doubted  by  the  Committee. 

What  inducement  has  caused  the  Bnnkto  hold,  for  several  years,, 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $9,971.84,  in  llio  City  of  Richaiood, 
(State  of  Virginiay)  where  it  has  no  branch  or  agency,  ihe  Commit- 
tee have  not  sought  to  ascertain.  Perhaps  it  is  expected  it  will  ap- 
preciatc  in  value. 

Why  the  Bank  continues  to  hold  its  "stores,"  **  mansion  house," 
and  "cottage-,"  at  St.  Joseph,  or  its  lands  in  Jackson  County;  valued 
in  gross  at  $59,223.57,  is  hkewise  unknown  to  the  Committee.  It  is 
believed,  however,  ti.al  850,000  at  least,  should  be  deducted  from  the 
value  of  this  item. 

The  cutunglemorit  of  the  Bank  with  the  St.  Joseph  enterprise  and 
speculation  is  to  be  regretted.  By  the  investiiralion  of  this  Committee 
at  this  session,  of  tb.e  atRiirs  of  tlie**  Central  Bank  of  Florida,"  it  has 
been  ascertainerl  that  the  Union  Bank  owns  715  shares  of  the  stock  of 
that  bank,  considered  as  paid  in.  A  reference  to  the  transactions  'by 
which  the  Bank  came  to  have  this  stock,  will,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Committee,  exhibit  a  want  of  proper  vigilance  and  prudence,  on  the 
part  Of  the  Union  Bank.  It  was  possessed  of  an  unquestionably  good 
note  for  about  $104,128.00,  made  by  some  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
old  St.  Joseph  Pail  Road  Company.  By  an  arrangement  made  with 
the  new  St.  Joseph  Company,  it  agreed  to  give  up  this  note,  and  as- 
sign ab.'Ut  $41,500  of  Judgments  it  held  against  the  old  St.  Joseph 
Company,  and  also  the  Central  Bank  charier,  for  $145,628.00. 
This  was  to  be  paid  as  follows  : 
The  Union  Bank  was  to  take  715  shares  of  Central  Bank 

slock,  conndered  as  paid  in,and  valued  at  $71,500  00 

There  was^paid  in  Union  Bills,  June  1st,  1841,  39,128  00 

A  note  made  by  **  Stewart  d  Fonlane,"  "John  R.  Daw* 

son,"    "  H.  T.   Hnil,   (by  J.  A,  Debloi:.),"    « A.  B. 

Davis,"    "  D.   McDougald,"   and  **  N.  McGee,  all  of 

Columbus,  Georgia.     Due  1st  December,  1841,  for      35,000  00 


$145,628  00 

With  the  Bank  stock,  the  Union  Bank  receives  the  same  propor- 
tion of  shares  in  tne  slock,  property,  etc.,  of  the  new  St.  Joseph  Cora- 
prny,  it  being  jn  fact  the  same  Company,  as  the  Central  Bank.     The 
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ii3te  for  $35  000  has  been  dish)noreJ  Uy  iho  makers,  but  the  Uaion 
Ba  )k  has  parted  uith  it.  Tiie  Cciural  llauk  has  not  been  put  into 
operation,  and  cannot  be  at  this  time,  if  ever,  beneficially  for  the 
country,  l»y  ih  se  who  now  own  it.  The  shares  and  proper, 
ty  of  the  new  St.  Jose[)h  Compa:iy,  it  is  believed,  will  ulifnnate- 
ly  prove  to  be  of  inconsider.ible  vaUie,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  Union  f'ank  will,  in  ail  probability,  sink  the  principal  part 
of  the  investment  of  $71,500  in  Central  Bank  stock;  and  if 
thfi  note  for  $35,000,  now  in  suit,  should  not  be  realized,  (as  the 
Bank  has  guaranteed  its  payment  )  the  actual  loss  by  this  transac 
tion  alone  may  be  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollart!  With 
the  estimated  loss  on  the  rcul  estate  at  St.  Joseph,  and  in  Jackson 
County,  taken  in  sotllement  of  debts  contracted  to  the  Bank  at  St.  Jo. 
seph,  and  with  the  estimated  probable  losses  sustained  by  bad  debts  and 
otherwise  at  St  Joseph,  the  Union  Bank,  it  is  feared,  will  lose  by  its 
participation  in  that  concern,  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  Jifty  ikou* 
sand  dollars  ! 

The  expenses  of  (he  Bank  are  at  bast  thrice  as  much  as  they 
•should  be.     The  annual  salaries  now  paid  to  theotncers,  it  appears  by 
a  letter  from  the  President,  in  reply  to  a  written  communication  ad* 
<lres8ed  to  him  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  are  as  follows  : 
Col.  John  G.  Gamble,  President,  $3,000 

Gen,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Cashier,  4,000 

Henry  L.  Rutgers,  Esq.,  Assistant  Cashisri  2,250 

A.  M.  Hobby,  Esq.  Teller,  2000 

Joseph  Richardson,  Jr.  Esq.  ^  1600 

Dr.  Charles  G.  English,  Agent  or  Solicitor,  1600 

Amounting  te  $14,450 

Besides  this  amount,  other  large  amounts  are  paid  to  Attornies  and 
Counsel,  for  fees  and  commissions,  and  to  special  agents  lor  expenses 
and  services.  In  addition  to  this,  the  old  banking;  House,  which  should 
rent  for  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  is  retained  as 
a  residence  for  the  Cashier,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Bank.  When  it  is 
recollected  ti  at  the  Cashier  left  Tallahassee  about  April  last,  and  visit- 
ed New  Orleans,  New  York,  London,  and,  it  is  reported,  Amsterdam, 
for  the  bank  ;  and  has,  since  his  return  to  America,  been  chiefly  at 
Washington,  (it  is  prssumed  attending  to  interests  oi'  the  Bank  in  that 
quarter,)  and  that  of  course  his  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank,  must 
be  considerable  in  amount,  it  is  supposed  the  item  of  $23,151  52, 
^iven  in  the  last  report  as  *'  incidental  expences"  for  1841,  does  not 
include  the  full  amount  incurred,  ahhough  it  may  the  amount  foid 
the  past  year.  The  expenses  incurre  last  year  in  various  ways,  it  is 
believed,  when  they  are  all  settled,  will  be  found  to  exceed  $35,000. 
Professing  to  do  no  business  but  collecting  its  dues,  in  order  to  pay  its 
debts,  the  retention  of  all  the  ofHcers  above  mentioned,  at  the  enor* 
mous  expense  stated,  is  regarded  as  inexcusable  prodigality  and  waste. 
The  management  of  the  Jiank  has  cost  annually,  more  than  the  aver- 
age yearly  expenses  of  some  of  the  State  Governments  of  this 
Union. 

As  real  estate  cannot  be  run  off  from  Florida,  as  it  does  not  die,  caa 
be  readily  identified,  and  its  title  certainly  ascertained  ;  as  its  price  is 
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less  variable,  and  its  value  more  certain  than  that  of  slaves  ;  it  would 
have  been  wise  and  prudent,  as  experience  has  proved,  for  the  Coud« 
cil  of  iddS,  to  ha^e  prescribed  that  lands  only  should  be  taken  as  se. 
curity  for  stock.  And,  it  would  have  been  well  also  to  have  restrain. 
ed  any  stockholder  from  owoing  more  .than  500  shares,  (amounting 
to  950,000,)  upon  which  he  could  borrow  $33,000.  This  would 
have  prevented  the  aggregation  by  individuals,  who,  when  the  bank 
was  started,  possessed  but  limited  means,  and  some  of  whom  were 
greatly  embarrassed  ;  becoming  by  extravagant  speculations  in  prop* 
erty,  and  putting  it  into  Bank— -drawing  money  on  it — procuring 
therewith  more  property — then  more  stock,  and  so  on,  till  they  acqui- 
red hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  stock,  and  vast  amounts  of 
property,  on  a  credit  of  from  20  to  30  years,  and  which  they  continue 
to  use  and  possess,  so  long  as  they  can  manage  to  pay  up  the  interest. 
Some  cannot  continue  to  do  this,  much  less  to  meet  the  principal,  and 
the  bank,  in  not  a  few  instances,  will  be  compelled  to  sell  this  proper- 
ty,  depreciated  in  price,  and  deteriorated  in  intrinsic  value,  at  no 
small  sacrifice  and  loss.  The  policy  which  favored  this  accumuUtion 
of  stock,  in  the  bands  of  a  few,  and  the  acquirement  thereby  of  large 
estates  by  those  persons,  heavily  encumbered,  has  bad  a  deeply  inju« 
rious  effect  upon  the  country,  in  another  respect.  Many  small  plant* 
era,  (which  class  of  population,  are  the  "bone  and  smew"  of  the 
country,)  seduced  by  high  prices  offered  for  their  property  in  Union 
bills  by  stock  specuktors,  when  the  bank  was  in  full  bloom,  and  be« 
fore  the  cri^s  had  arrived,  sold  off,  and  migrated  from  the  Territory* 
The  rise  of  the  prices  of  properly  here,  occasioned  by  the  extrava- 
gant issues  of  bank  paper,  has  also  materially  retarded  the  settlement 
-of  Florida.     Emigration  hither,  has  been  deterred  by  tnat  cause. 

One  of  the  nn>st  glaring  vices,  and  one  ol  the  greatest  evils  of  this 
<:harter,  is  the  fraud  it  works  upon  all  other  creditors  of  a  stockhold- 
<er,  than  the  Bank.  His  property  is  so  tied  up  by  his  stock  mortgage^ 
-that  it  cannot  be  rea<'hed  by  another  creditor,  (if  at  all)  only  by  an  ex«» 
pensive  and  almost  interminable  chancery  suit,  against  the  Bank,  and 
all  persons  connected  with  any  of  his  liabitities  to  the  bank  on  bis 
stock  notes,  or  oihtT/pflper,  whether  as  payer,  endorser,  acceptor  or 
security.  In  the  mean  timo,  so  long  as  the  bank  do  not  press  him, 
he  remnins  in  possession  of  his  plantation  and  rtlaves,  and  can  bid 
defianco  io  all  the  rest  of  his  creditors  with  impunity  !  The  moral 
effert  oi  4his  state  of  things  in  a  community,  U  deplorable.  This 
privilege  of'a  stockholder  of  the  Bank  is  akin  to  the  exemption  of 
the  English  peerase,from  coc  reive  legal  process,and  is  about  as  mo- 
rally and  politically,  right  nnd  jost. 

It  was  doubtless  intended  by  the  Legislature  originally  to  have  re* 
etricted  the  loans  to  stockholders,  to  what  they  were  ent.tled  on  their 
etock.  It  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  that  such  restriction  was  not 
clearly  and  distinctly  expressed.  The  policy  of  allowing  large  ac* 
oommodations  to  stockholders  on  endorsements  for  each  other,  when 
the  bulk  of  their  estates  was  already  encumbered  by  their  stock  mort- 
l^es  for  as  much  as  it  was  prudent  to  receive  it  as  security,  is  now 
pretty  generally  admitted  to  have  been  unwise. 

With  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  an  arrangement  was  for  some 
tune  in  contemplation  to  make  this  mstitution  subordinate  to  the  great 
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Dagon  that  has  recently  fallen  and  broken  to  pieces  in  Philadelphiat 
the  wisdom  of  provisions  prohibiting  Fuch  transfer  cannot  be  doubted. 

The  Committee  have  tbrborne  to  urge  among  the  objections  to  the 
system  on  which  this  bank  is  founded,  i!s  aristucrn:ic  and  anti  repub< 
bean  tendency  ;  or  to  allude  in  the  review  of  the  censurable  practii  es 
ol  the  bank,  to  the  complaints  so  often  made  of  its  having  attempted  to 
control  the  press,  oi  mingle  in  the  political  contests  of  the  Territory, 
or  to  its  defiance  of  legislative  scruiiny,  irrespective  of  every  rule 
but  its  own  pleasure.  They  have  thus  forborne,  because  the  objec- 
tions alluded  to,  apply  to  all  such  institutions  ;  and  the  practices  and 
conduct  complained  of,  experience  has  shown,  muht  be  expected  hs 
evils  incident  to  the  system,  and  inseparable  from  it.  The  corrective 
is  alone  with  the  People.  Unless  this  corrective  is  always  promptly 
and  efficiently  applied,  the  evils  m-^y  take  tirm  hold,  and  their  effects 
will  be  pernicious,  and  may  lead  as  they  have,  to  frauds  and  atrocities 
of  the  most  slacking  character.  If,  however,  the  People  are  vigilant 
and  firm,  there  is  no  danger.  Their  admonitions  and  rebukes,  given 
:tbrough  the  ballot  box,  will  be  effectual  for  every  just  purpose. 

With  this  e«*en  incomplete  enumeration  of  facts,  known  to  the  whole 
-community,  with  respect  to  the  past  conduct  of  the  affairs  and  bust- 
ness  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  the  Committee  feel  satisfied  they 
4)ave  rrdet?med  their  pledge  to  prove  that  the  allegation  in  the  Reso. 
lution  of  ihe  House  that  ^^fltigrant  mismanagement "  of  this  bank,  im* 
periously  demanded  that  its  affairs  should  be  pl^ice'd  in  progress  of  li- 
quidation, and  I  he  bank  wound  up  as  speedily  as  practicable,"  was 
correct. 

Is  its  **  condition  drspcrale,"  and  its  *•  prospects  hopeless,"  as  is 
also  recited  in  that  Resolution  ?  in  1840,  this  House  concurred  in  a 
report  of  one  of  its  standing  committees,  which  proiiouiced  i#s  condi- 
tion to  be  "deplorable,"  and  it  his  been  daily  and  hourly  growicrg 
worse  ever  since.  An  inspection  of  its  report,  made  to  the  Executive, 
January  1st,  1842,  is  all  sufficient  to  prove  thcjo  allegations.  Meagre 
a4  that  report  is,  it  is  manifest  by  the  "simple  substraciion,*"  and 
^'  simple  addition,"  of  a  few  of  the  figures  there  given,  that  the  buok 
cannot  be  expected  by  the  most  judicious  and  prudent  and  economic 
cal  course  of  policy  it  can  adopt,  to  resume  specie  paypients,  for  sev- 
eral yejtrs  to  come,  if  ever,  as  a  bank. 

The  immediate  liabilities  of  the  bank,  by  that  report,  appeiir  to  be. 
Certificates  of  Deposite,  $159,900  50 

Depbsitcs,  75,272  I4 

£:^irculation,  203,028  00 


Aggregate,  $438,200  64 

To  discharge  this  amount,  it  states  that  the  Bank  has  or  Cask  as* 
tsets,  in  ^specie  and  notes  of  other  institutions,"  $14,736  16  !  I  How 
much  of  this  item  is  "  specie,"  and  how  mucli  in  "  notes,"  and  on 
what  "  other  institutions,"  it  in  not  very  essential  to  ask.  Estimate 
the  tokole  amount  as  "  specie,^^  and  it  would  pay  only  a  little  more  tbaa 
three  per  cent  of  the  immediate  liabihties  ;  leaving  unpain  a  balance 
of  $423,464  50 !  If  we  look  at  the  probable  state  of  the  Bank  two 
years  hence,  (in  case  its  management  is  not  changed  for  the  better,) 
ihe  result  is  equally  unfavorable  to  the  BajiL 
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To  said  sum  of  #438^200  66 

There  rotist  be  added, 

^  Due  to  Banks  and  others."         $405,422  12 

"Post Notes payablein  1842, '43"  287,747  85 

•♦  Incidental  expenses"  for  two 

years,  estimated  as  is  charged 

for  1841,  46,303  24 

Interest  for  two  years  on  2296  * 

faith  bond  sold,  bearing  6  per 
^        cent  interest,  275,520  00 

1,014  998  21 


Amount  to  be  paid  within  two  years  by  the  Bank»  91,453,193  87 

In  this  calculation  the  exchange  necessary  to  be  paid  to  discharge 
its  foreign  debts,  is  not  estimated.  To  pay  this  amount  o(  one  milium 
four  hundred  and  fifty. three  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety -tkree 
dollars  and  eighty -seven  cents,  the  Bank  relies  on  the  following  assets  t 

"  Territorial  (Indian  war)  bonds,"  principal 
and  interest,  (said  to  be  paumed  in  Eu« 
rope,)  954,000  00 

**  Que  by  Banks  and  agents,"  (so  stated  in 
report,  but  what  banks  or  what  agents  is 
not  stated)  191,679  09 

"  Cotton  Account,"  (ot  doubtful  realization 

to  the  amount  stated,)  44,345  91 

«•  Real  Estate,"  (if  all  sold,  including  bank- 
ing-houses,) 97,683  46^ 

Amounting  to  $387,70^  46 

After  supposing  that  all  these  items  can  be  realized  to  the^  full  a« 
mount  stated,  there  will  he  still  a  balance  lefl  unpaid  of  $1,065)485.41, 
But  it  is  estimated  that  $50,000  at  least  should  be  deducted  from-  the- 
itom  of**  real  estate,"  and  how  much  from  the  item  "due  by  banks 
and  others,"  or  how  much  frjm  the**  cotton  account,"  we  leave  for 
individual  conjecture.  To  those  at  all  acquainted  with  the  course  of 
l.usiness  of  the  bank,  these  items  are  of  exceedingly  uncertain  credit 
and  value.  Give  the  bank,  however,  full  credit  for  every  cent  of  thera, 
what  is  the  result  ?  To  resume  specie  payments  permanently,  it  has 
still  to  collect  one  million  si  liy -Jive  thousand  four  Hundred  and  eighty* 
Jive  dollars  and  forty -one  cents  of  its  debtors  !  Can  it  do  this  by  Jan- 
uary, 1844?  Its  stock  debtors  it  cannot  reach  for  any  portion  of  their 
Block  debts,  except  the  interest,  if  it  is  paid  punctually.  Some  of  the 
others  debts  are  not  due  till  after  January,  1844.  The  delays  inci- 
dent  to  the  law,  where  the  parties  contest  the  debt,  and  there  ure  ma- 
ny cases  of  this  character  with  this  "bank,  will  extend  the  period  of 
collection  in  those  cases  to  beyond  that  time,  even  if  recovery  be  had^ 
The  whole  amount  of  debts  due  to  it  on  discounted  paper,  other  than 
stock  notes,  is  stated  to  be  $1,453,562  13,  of  which  it  is  stated  $t.l0,- 
386,11  is  already  in  suit.  The  committee  believe  from  data  they  have 
acquired,  that  33  1.3  per  cent  would  not  be  too  large  a  deduction  to 
be  made^for  losses  on  these  debts,  it  the  collectiop  is  attempted  tojie  ea*^ 
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forced  by  January,  1844.  Indeed,  notorio\is,  actual  and  irretrievable 
losses,  by  bad  debts,  known  to  have  been  made  by  the  bank  it  is  be* 
lievedy  could  be  specified,  making  up  a  goodly  portion  of  tb  8  per  cent. 
This  per  cent  amounts  to  $484,520  71,  leaving  a  balance  of  $969,- 
041  42,  which  may  ultimately  be  realized.  This  estimate  leaves  the 
bank,  after  collecting  the  last  amount,  stiU  in  debt,  on  immediate  lia- 
bilities,  $96«443  99. 

But  the  collection  of  such  an  amount  as  9969,041  42  by  January^ 
1844,  Is  totaUy  impractictible.  An  attempt  to  do  so  would  jeopardize 
a  much  greater  amount  of  the  debt  than  is  stated  above.  .  If  the"' 
stockholders  of  the  bank'  whe,  it  should  be  supposed,  would  hold 
themselves  identified  with  tho  credit  and  honor  of  the  bank,  and  bound 
to  uphold  it,  set  the  example  of  eloping  with  their  property  pledged  ta 
the  Bank,  (and  even  while  this  report  is  being  made,  and  under  the 
very  eaves  of  the  banking-house,  and  in  other  counties,  such  instances 
to  a  large  amount  have  occurred,)  it  cannot  be  supposed  other  debtors 
will  be  .less  unscrupulous,  uhen  their  property  is  in  danger  of  being 
sacrificed  by  judicial  sale.  Even  if  the  debtors  of  the  bank  all  act 
honestly,  and  yield  up  their  property  to  be  sold  by  the  Marshal  upon 
execution,  it  Will  be  utterly  impossible  to  collect  a  million  of  dollars^ 
(for  to  this  amount  the  costs  will  swell  it,)  by  sales  wuhm  two  years. 
The  principul  portion  of  the  debts  to  be  collected,  are  owing  from 
persons  residing  m  the  Middle  District  of  Florida,  and  in  Jackson 
county.  A  large  amount  of  these  debts  are  owing  by  stockholders  of 
the  bank,  and  from  some  amongst  those  holding  a  considerable  num. 
ber  of  shares.  The  most  strenuous  efforts  of  these  debtors  to  pay 
their  stock  interest,  will,  it  is  feared,  in  mar)y  instances,  prove  una- 
vailing, if  the  price  of  the  staple  product  of  the  country  continues  as 
depressed  as  it  now  is.  To  compel  them  to  pay  forthwith  the  whole 
amount  of  their  accommodation  debts,  at  any  sacrifice,  and  without  • 
indulgence  under  any  circumstances,  will  cause  certain  rum  to  many,, 
and  result  in  inevitable  loss  to  the  bank,  and  consequently  to  its  cred- 
itors. To  force  large  amounts  of  property  suddenly  into  tho  market 
at  the  same  time,  will  occasion  the  mo-*t  ruinous  prostration  of  prices, 
and  have  the  most  deplorable  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try.  In  such  event,  the  property  of  stockholders  mortgiged  to  the 
bank  for  the  security  of  the  faith  bunds,  and  their  stock  debts,  would 
become  so  depreciated,  that  it  would  not  britig  sufRcient  to  pay  8uch> 
debts,  much  less  to  pay  any  additional  accommodotion,  or  other  lia- 
bilities, and  consequently  the  security  of  the  bond-holders  must  be 
greatly  impaired.  In  this  country,  purchasers  cannot  be  found  for 
the  property  thus  forced  to  be  sold,  and  the  ruin  of  our  citizens  will  be 
effected  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  speculators,  who  will  flock  hither  to 
take  advantage  of  their  embarrassed  condition. 

That  it  is  entirely  out  ef  the  question,  to  expect  the  Bank  to  coU 
lect  the  necessary  amount  of  its  dues,  to  discharge  it^  debts,  within 
at  least,  five  years^  is  conclusively  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  a* 
mount  of  the  annual  products  of  the  district,  in  which  most  of  the 
debtors  ftom  whom  the  debts  are  to  be  collected,  reside.  That  di8« 
trict  raises  an  annual  cotton  crop,  which  may  be  estimated  at  thirty 
ihoussmd  bales.  At  the  present  price  of  this  prodirct,  (and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  its  being  better)  the  gross  amount  of  this  crop  would 
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not  exceed  $900,000.  The  high  estimate  of  $30  per  bale,  is  given 
to  mnke  this  amount.  The  ordinary  annual  expeni«es  of  the  planter 
equals  at  least,  one  third  of  the  gross  amount  of  his  crop.  This 
would  leavo  of  neil  proceeds,  $600,000  annually.  This  being  the 
chief  and  in  fact  only  product  exported^  the  whole  community,  ex- 
cepting those  who  derive  inconr.es  from  official  salaries,  or  for  services 
rendered  non  residents,  or  estates  out  of  the  Territory,  receive  their 
support  and  subsistence  from  its  proceeds,  including  only  those  pro- 
ducts, raised  for  domestic  consumption.  Other  debts  besides  ex^ 
j>en$es^  and  the  del>ls  due  this  Bank^  must  be  paid.  Our  dockets 
show  the  amount  of  these  other  debis,  is  not  inconsiderable.  Now^ 
if  the  amount  of  the  debts  necessary  to  be  collected  by  the  Union 
Bank,  to  pay  its  debts  within  two  years,  was  equally  assessed  upon 
«//  the  planters  of  the  wkoU  district,  accordmg  to  the  amount  of  their 
respective  crops,  it  would  require  the  appropriation  of  nearly  five- 
sixths  of  the  whole  crop,  of  all  the  planters  of  the  entire  district,  for 
both  years.  The  amount  to  be  annually  collected  to  pay  its  debts 
in  two  years,  U  $484,620,71  The  annual  nett  proceeds  of  the  crop 
as  above  estimated,  after  deducting  necessary  expenses^  is  $600,000 
Even  if  such  collection  was  practicable,  it  would  have  litilte  if  any 
spec'e  funds,  to  justify  its  issuing  new  liabilities,  until  it  obtained  tht'Oi 
by  further  coHeclioni,  or  somn  of  the  ^'contrivances,"  called  "negoti- 
ations,** or  **financiering.''  But  when  it  is  considered,  thtt  a  majori'* 
ty  of  our  best,  most  prudent,  Kuccessful  and  wealthy  planters,  do 
not  owe  the  Bank  a  cent,  or  "'owe  those  who  do  owe  the  Bank^^^  and 
that  at  ihe  very  outside,  the  Bniik  cannot  expect  annually  more  than 
5000  hales,  being  one  >-ixth  of  the  whole  crop,  and  worth  about  $150 
000,  in  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  it ;  the  position  assumed  by  the 
committee,  that  it  is  idle  and  visionary  to  calculate  that  even  with 
the  most  j«Jdi<  ious  mana^iernent,  strictest  economy,  and  most  favora- 
ble success,  it  cannot  resume  perinaneutly,  and  do  business,  under 
jive  yearsy  is  established;  and  the  apprehension  is  created  with  all 
who  estimate  the  chances  of  unforsoen  misfortune,  of  war,  of  pesti- 
lence, of  famine,  or  loss  of  crops,  that  it  will  become  so  enervated 
as  never  t(»  rej^ume  and  transact  business  as  a  bank.  With  the  ap- 
prehension that  a  course  of  injlexible  rigoui  towards  its  debtors,  will 
i^uin  many  of  them,  and  ruii;  the  bank,  injure  the  bond  holders,  and 
injure  the  country,  the  committee  have,  in  the  bill  submitted,  provi- 
ded lor  an  allowancif  or  exiension  of  time  to  creditors,  who  pay  a 
portion  and  give  good  security  on  real  estate^  for  the  residue  of  their 
debts. 

The  committee  of  this  House,  which  examined  the  condition  of 
the  Bank  in  184$,  intimated  at  that  time,  an  opinion  of  its  becoming 
insolvent,  if  it  w«nt  on  as  it  had.  Bui  the  Bank  was  then  profuse 
in  promises  to  do  better,  and  profuse  m  denunciations  imputing  folly 
and  ignorance,  and  malice,  to  those  who  dared  to  doubt  either  its 
ability  or  its  infallibility.  Last  year,  when  it  approached  the  Legis- 
lature, a  suppliant  for  permission  to  sell  the  704  unsold  faith  hon<ls 
tinder  par  (which  application  was  spurned  by  the  Legislature,)  it  held 
somewhat  different  language.  It  is  true,  it  reproached  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  1S40,  with  having  pidfced  Floiida  on  a  >t*bad  emi- 
nence,'* and  kindly  and  paternally  admonished  their  successors,  to 
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adopt  more  *^  prudent  counsels,"  and  so  forth,  but  it  ndmitted  its 
forlorn  situation,  and  that  it  could  not  resume,  until  even  six  months 
after  it  could  effect  a  sale  of  these  bonds,  and  solicited  the  privilege 
of  sbavin:''  them  off  as  necessary  to  efiect  such  object. 

The  Executive  in  his  message  of  this  year,  seems  to  thmk  it  may, 
^  within  the  next  twelve  months,  have  collected  all  its  paper  which 
can  be  reached,  by  process  of  law,  and  if  then,  as  is  most  probable,  it 
should  still  be  unable  to  pay  specie,  it  will  at  least  have  very  few,  if 
any  notes,  in  circulation  to  pay."  Were  there  no  other  liabilities  of 
the  Bank  but  its  '*  circulation,"  necessary  to  be  paid,  this  prediction 
mighi,  perhaps,  be  verified  ;  but  this  is  not  the  case.  It  is  feared 
without  legal  restraint,  the  peculiar  interests  of  some  of  those  having 
the  control  of  the  bank,  may  cause  the  taking  up  of  the  circulation  to 
be  deferred.  The  payment  ot  the  endcrsed  post  u  tes,  of  the  en. 
dorsed  bank  bonds,  and  the  **  faith  bond"  interest,  may  absorb  all  the 
^ood  funds  that  the  bank  can  possibly  obtain  within  a  year.  And  is 
it  not  to  be  apprehended,  that  to  obtain  such  funds,  and  seduced  by 
plaudits  for  ^*  laudable  zeal  ty  protect  the  honor  of  the  Territoi  y,"  or 
rather  to  keep  its  standing  at  par  in  London,  it  may  again  make  ne  w 
issues,  or  create  new  liabilities  ;  in  fine,  that  it  may  sacrifice  its  honor, 
its  character,  its  credit  and  its  interests  at  homCf  till  its  name  becomes 
a  hissing  and  a  bye-word  throughout  the  Territory  ;  and  till  the  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  odis  ^lomestic  creditors,  and  of  the  communi. 
ty,  already  well  nigh  exhausted,  is  exasperated  to  indignation,  hosiili- 
ty,  and  wrath. 

As  to  the  probability  of  a  proper  course  being  pursued  in  respect  of 
the  collection  or  security  of  the  debts  due  the  Bank,  and  payment  of 
the  debts  it  owes,  so  long  as  the  performance  of  this  duty  is  intrusted 
4o  those  who  are  the  chief  debtors,  (i.  e.  the  stockholders)  so  long  will 
it  be  idle  to  expect  less  partiality,  le>s  remissness,  or  less  mismanage- 
ment than  heretofore.  An  inspection  of  the  statement  annexed  here- 
to compiled  from  the  official  reports  of  the  Bank  since  1837,  will 
show  bow  few  collections  have  been  made,  and  how  little  the  debts 
owing  to  and  by  the  Bank  have  been  reduced  during  the  four  years 
and  eight  months  that  have  elapsed  since  it  suspended.  Imperfect 
and  obscure  as  the  reports  of  the  Bank  have  been,  and  uncertain  as 
the  data  afforded  by  them  are,  sufficient  can  be  gathered  to  show  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  retrieving  its  affairs. 

A  reterence  to  the  certificates  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
'*— of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  Leon  County,  herewith  laid  before  the  House,  shows  that 
either  from  inability  to  pay^  or  perverseness,  the  Bank  has  su  fie  red  it. 
self  to  be  sued  in  repeated  instances  upon  its  notes  and  other  liabill<- 
ties,  and  judgment  has  been  recovered  in  several  cases,  and  that  even 
recovery  has  been  had  against  it.  for  negligence  with  regard  to  paper 
{>laced  with  it  for  collection,  and  that  on  some  of  these  judgments  ex- 
ecutions will  soon  issue.  These  startling  facts  shodd,  in  the  judg- 
mentofthe  Committee,  be  alone  cause  for  winding  up  the  institution 
as  a  Bank,  With  executions  impending  over  it,  it  cannot  but  fail  to 
fulfil  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  its  establishment — the  furnishing  a 
«ound  currency.  * 

The  Committee  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  disagreeable  duty  o  f 
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making  this  exposition,  would  have  been  spared  them.  Such  motives 
doubtless  had  influence  with  the  [louse,  iu  adopting  the  resolution  it 
sent  to  the  Senate.  To  hi  constrained  to  discuss  matters  that  are 
calculated  to  iijure  any  portion  of  the  Peopl.)  of  Florida,  (all  of  whom 
are  equally  our  coiislituetits,)  in  pecuniary  credit,  or  otherwise,  is 
repugnant  to  the  feeUugs  of  every  good  citizen.  But  the  action  of 
the  Senate  upon  that  resolution,  and  the  course  oi  the  Bank,  indicated 
to  the  public,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood,  not  merely  justi* 
fies.  but  has  made  it  the  solemn  and  imperious  duty  of  this  Committee 
in  vindication  of  the  coiiductof  the  majority  ot  the  House. 

Facts  are  stubborn  things.  With  those  above  referred  to,  standing 
in  bold  relief  before  the  public,  upon  what  principles  the  propriety  of 
the  recital  that  the  coitdition  of  the  Bank  was  ''desperate,"  and  its 
prospects  "hopeless,"  can  be  questioned,  the  Committee  cannot  divine. 
No  reasons  have  been  given  for  proclaiming  the  House  guilty  of  tolly 
and  injustice,  as  has  been  done,  in  adopting  it.  They  are  equally 
at  a  loss  to  conjecture  tl^e  r<  asons  fur  the  objection  to  the  recital  that, 
'^the  pr.  tection  of  the  interests  of  the  holders  of  the  faitli  bonds,"  re- 
quires the  interposition  of  the  legislature,  to  take  aw^y  from  this  cor- 
poration the  franchise  of  banking.  Can  it  Ijc,  that  it  is  intended  to 
deny  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  interfere,  for  the  protection  of 
these  interests  ?  Can  it  be,  that  after  having  got  the  faith  bonds  from 
the  Governor  and  Council,  and  the  money  upon  them  from  the  bond 
holders,  it  intends  to  keep  them  all  at  arms  length,  and  in  defiance  say^ 
^you  have  no  power  to  interfere?"  Truly,  this  course  would  cap  the 
climax  of  the  misdeeds  of  this  bank  most  appropriately.  The  Com- 
mittee disregard  the  kind  suggestion  urged  by  some  who  have  admitted 
the  bidding  obligation  of  the  faith  bonds  upon  the  People,  that  any 
legislation  on  th.s  subject  would  be  ^^  inconsistence  in  those  who  con- 
tend otherwise,  and  would,  in  efiect,  acknowledge  and  ratify  the 
bonds.  It  is  not  so.  The  present  Governor  and  Council  possess  no 
more  power  to  make  them  binding,  than  those  who  formerly  attempt- 
ed it ;  and  besides,  it  is  entirely  competent  for  tnis  Council,  (as  it  has 
d9ne,)  to  place  its  decision  on  this  subject  on  record,  which  will  ex^ 
plain  its  acts.  But  the  Committee  feel  bound  to  say  farther,  as  tb  the 
denial  of  the  power  of  the  Council  to  interfere,  it  ill  becomes  those 
who,  whilst  beseeching  for  the  faith  bonds,  proclaimed  it  to  be  all 
potent  to  do  any  and  every  thing — to  be  of  paramount  and  sov,ereigQ 
authority,  now  to  urge  this,  to  them,  new  doctrine 

Equally  inconsi- tent  is  it  for  those  who  have  so  chivalrously  con- 
tended for  "honor,"  and  "faith,"  and  "duty,"  now  to  resist  the  en- 
forcement of  salutary  measures  to  protect  strangers  from  wrong. — 
hecause  it  interferes  with  the  Bank.  We  ask,  however,  can  this  doc- 
trine be  sound  ?  Could  the  Governor  and  Council  of  1833  so  enthrall 
their  successors, — could  they  tie  such  Gordian  knot,  that  the  sword 
only  could  loosen  the  bond?"  Was  that  Council  exclusively  the  only 
unrestrained  and  unfetteied  Council  that  ever  held  its  sessions  ia  ^ 
Florida?  We  think  the  present  Legislature  possesses  equal  power 
and  authority  to  it.  We  have  yet  to  learn  one  Legisiature  is  compe- 
tent to  forge  fett«?rs  for  the  People,  which  a  succeeding  one  is  power- 
less to  cast  ofi*.  We  do  not  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  stand  by  and  see 
the  interests  of  foreigners  prejudiced  and  jeopardized,  by  the  course  of 
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a  portion  of  this  community,  claimtag  to  act  under  the  sanction  of  law, 
and  yet  folding  our  arms  in  passive  acquiescence,  say,  **  sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereol"," — **tt?e  are  not  yet  injured,'^ — "let  the 
bondholders  lake  care  uf  themselves,''— or  to  excuse  ourselves  by  the 
pretence  that  "until  called  on  by  them  our  action  would  b%  premature." 
The  Committee  do  trust  the  People  of  Florida  will  assume  a  more  el- 
•evated  and  honorable  and  just  position ;  one  more  comporting  with 
true  dignity  and  honest  purposes.  Though  not  liable  for  the  bonds — 
they  owe  to  themselves,  they  owe  it  to  their  honor — to  their  good 
name,  and  to  justice,  to  exert  every  power  to  protect  these  bond  hold- 
ers.  Shameful  would  be  the  policy  that  refused  such  protection. 
Shameless  would  be  ihe  People  that  adopted  it.  It  would  make  a  foul 
i>lot  on  the  escutcheon  of  Florida  that  ages  could  not  eradicate.  We 
ahould  by  salutary  and  energetic  enactments  shew  to  the  world  that 
while  we  deny  the  bonds  to  be  binding  on  the  tohole  people,  we  are 
ready  to  afford  every  facilty  and  aid  in  enforcing  the  security  by, 
and  ultimate  collection  from,  those  w?u>  do  honestly  owe  thenij — that 
the  legislature  of  Florida  will  fulfil  the  duties  of  stewards  or  trustees 
for  those  who  may  in  ignorance  of  our  government,  have  believed 
when  they4)ought  these  bonds  they  were  the  obhgutions  of  our  whole 
people,  and  relied  upon  such  aid  and  protection. 

The  details  of  the  bill  submitted  to  the  House,  have  been  framed 
with  a  view  to  the  acoomplishment  of  the  general  objects  recited  in 
the  20th  section,  herein  before  quoted.  Hut  the  committee  have 
given  special  attention  to  the  inrorponition  of  provisions  to  correct 
and  eradicate  as  far  as  practicable,  the  vices  and  defects  of  the  sys- 
tem on  which  it  is  founded  ;  and  to  prevent  a  rerurrence  of  the  im» 
proper  and  flagitious  practices  udvettcd  to,  ns  constituting  the  past 
•*  flagrant  mismanagement,"  of  the  Bank.  The  several  sections  of 
[he  bill,  all  tend  to  the  nanje  general  objects.  The  primary  and  im- 
portant point  to  be  attained,  the  desideratum^  is  the  abolition  of  the 
franchise  of  Banking  by  this  corporal  ion  as  "a  banic  of  circuliUion;" 
in  other  words,  to  ii»ke  away  from  it,  the  power  of  issuing  its  oton 
bills,,  upon  loans  or  disc^ur.ts  made  by  it.  The  slock  debts  to  the 
Bank,  if  the  ineresl  is  punclualh  paid,  cannot  be  collected  of  the 
siockholders,  till  tho  time  all  wed  by  the  charier  for  the  payment  of 
them  has  elapsed.  The  ci»rporation  cannot  be  finally  wound  up  and 
dissolved,  till  that  period  has  arrived.  It  must  continue  to  exist  in 
some  form,  so  that  the  security  of  these  debts  may  not  be  Impaired, 
and  that  the  semi-annual  interest,  and  ultimately  the  principal,  can 
be  collected  of  the  stockholders.  It  is  proposed  by  tho  bill,  thai  the 
changes  contemplated,  be  submitted  to  the  stockholders  for  their  as- 
sent or  dissent  to  them.  If  they  refuse,  the  power  of  Congress  in  the 
exercise  of  its  reserved  right. to  supervise  our  lejiislation,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  all  controversy  as  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed  act,  is  in- 
voked to  coerce  such  assent.  Full  conlidence  is  entertained  that 
this  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain.  The  deep  responsibility 
ahead)  incurred  by  Congress,  by  its  past  omissions  in  reference  to 
our  Territorial  legislation,  in  respect  of  the  faith  bond  banks;  must 
Constrain  it  to  action  on  this  subject,  and  we  may  safely  rely  on  its 
wbdom  and  justice ;  although  the  past  appeals  of  the  People  of  Flo«» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


127 

rida,  made  again  and  again  in  various  forms,  have  not  be^n  hereto* 
fore  heard,  amid  tbe  howlinga  of  the  tempest  of  political  itrife. 

The  committee  refrHin  from  commeniingYuriher"  upon  any  other 
of  the  particular  details  of  this  bill,  except  th§t  section,  precluding  h 
stockholder  from  receiving  advantages,  which  otherw^iRe  he  might 
obtain,  by  purchase  of  tbe  **  faith  bonds,*'  at  u  deprecuUion.  ,  This, 
has  been  inserted,  firt^tly  to  secure  the  payment  ofaZZ  the  bonds ;  and 
secondly,  to  protect  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  country,  ftom 
impeaehment.  To  prevent  the  imputation,  that  any  portion  of  tbe 
citizens  of  Florida,  would  countenance  so  base  and  degrading  a  deed 
as  the  adoption  of  courses  tending  to  depreciate  their  obiiorations, 
that  they  might  buy  them  up  for  l«ss  than  they  recoived  for  thera 
when  put  forth  !  We  trust  all  will  admit  the  propriety  of  this  pro- 
vision, and  the  deolaration  of  our  opinion  of  ihe  iufamy  of  the  course 
thus  prohibited,  although  there  mny  be  no  danger  of  its  being  pursued. 
It  roust  satisfy  the  world  of  the  honesty  and  rectitude  of  our  purposes* 

The  com'oittee  have,  in  tbe  performance  of  their  duty,  unavoida- 
bly extendrd  this  report  to  ^  length,  which  it  is  feartd  may  deter 
from  that  attentive  perusal  of  it,  wlich  (although  it  miy  be  without 
the  attraction  of  literary  merit,)  the  importance  oi  the  subject  should 
induce.  They  have  sought  to  do  nothing  Zcm,  and  nothing  mofe  than  . 
their  duty.  The/  do  not  anticipate  the  commendations  of  all,  nay^ 
they  expect  the  denunciations  and  reviliiigs  of  many,  but  they  hdve 
the  approval  of  their  own  oonseiencf^s,  and  they  cheerfully  s'lbroit 
the  result  of  their  labours  to  ihis  [louse,  and  to  their  constituents* 
Wiiatever  censure  party^spirit  may  seek  to  invoke,  whatever  imputa- 
tion miy  be  made  ;  th*\v  ai)i<le  the  decision  of  more  impartial  poster- 
ity, without  apprehension  and  without  doubt. 

E.  E.  BLACKRURN, 

Chairman,  C.  C* 
A.  STEELE, 

F.  L.  DAiN  CY, 
F.  ARNOU. 

Gen.  John  P.  Duval, 

Sir — You  will  please  state  to  the  Committee  all  you  know  on 
the  subject  of  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  the  Ter. 
ritorial  Faith  Bonds,  by  others  not  authorized  by  law  to  affix  said  seal 
to  the  Bonds  aforesaid,  and  such  other  information  as  you  may  possess 
on  this  subject. 

Yours  very  respectfuUv, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 
February  1st,  1842. 

*"~  * 

There  were  Territorial  Bonds  on  account  of  the  Union  Bank  of  FJo- 
ida,  executed,  as  I  have  been  informed,  whilst  I  was  Secretary  of 
Florida,  for  $2,000,000.  I  did  not  affix  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  or 
sign  any  of  those  bonds.  I  recollect  upon  entering  my  office  one. 
morning,  I  observed  many  pieces  of  circular  paper  on  the  floor,  and" 
enquired  of  Mr.  Copeland,  the  pi4vate  Secretary  of  Gov.  Call,  what 
he  had  been  doing  with  them.  He  informed  me  that  the  Governor 
and  others  had  been  executing  the  Territorial  bonds  on  account  of  the 
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Union  Bank,  during  the  previous  night.  I  expressed  my  astonish* 
ment,  as  1  had  not  been  requested  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to 
the  bonds,  nor  had  any  intimation  of  the  intention  of  the  Governor  to 
execute  the  bonds.  1  was  afterwards  informed  that  my  office  had 
been  occupied  until  one  or  two  o'clock  at  night,  by  ihe  Govermr  and 
others,  executing  these  bonds.  The  Bank  officers  were  in  the  habit 
of  affixing  the  Territorial  seal  by  permission  of  the  Governor.  On 
one  occasion  I  call  d  with  one  of  the  Bank  officers,  Mr.  Rutgers,  for 
the  seal,  at  his  house,  and  obtkined  it.  Governor  Call,  at  one  time,, 
gave  orders  to  his  private  Secretary  to  lock  up  the  Territorial  Seal, 
£0  as  to  prevent  its  being  in  my  custody. 

JO  .N  P.  DUVAL, 
Late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo,  this  1st  day  of  Feb'ry,  1842. 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

February  4,  1842; 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  1  have  to  state,  that  I  was  Secretary 
when  the  first  issue  of  Faith  Honds  for  the  Union  Bank,  for  $360,- 
000  was  made,  16th  April,  1834.  My  hostility  to  the  system  on 
which  the  Bank  is  based,  was  undisguised.  I  had  expressed  my 
determination  to  decline  any  participation  in  the  making  of  these 
bonds.  No  request  was  made  of  me,  and  I  was  not  notified  to  per- 
form any  duty  undei  the  Charter  with  respect  to  these  bonds.  I  did 
not  aid  in  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to  them,  had  no  agency 
whatever  therein,  and  made  no  authorization,  a  d  gave  no  consent 
about  the  matter  in  any  wise.  Governor  Duval  had  as  much  control 
of  the  seal  as  I  had.  It  was,  I  presume,  affixed  by  his  authority  by 
some  employee  of  the  Bank,  and  I  thuik  was  taken  to  the  Bank  for 
that  purpose.  JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 

To  Col.  Blackburn,  Chairman  Committee. 

Which  war  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  COO  copies,  togeth- 
gether  with  the  accompanying  Bill  and  documents  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  Bill  accompanying^  said  Report,  entitled  an  Act  to  alter 
and  amend  an  Acl  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  Acts  respecting  said  Bank,  as 
speedily  as  practicable,  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a 
second  reading  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  rules  being  waived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcotl,  it  was  ordered  that 

The  Committee  on  Corporations  be  authorized  and  requested 
to  confer  with  the  stockholders  of  the  Union  Bank  on  the  subject 
of  the  bill  aforesaid. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida 
from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  on  its  passage  by  xMessrs. 
Tabor  and  Blackburn,  were  as  follows,  viz  : 

Yeas — Mr  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone, 
Dancy,  Dell.  Ernest,  Edwards,  El2;aurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lan- 
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caster.  Long,  M cKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor, 
Westcott— 21. 

Nays — None. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated,  and  that  the  said  Bill  be  cer- 
tified to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks  to  col- 
lect debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful  mo- 
ney, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated,  and  that  the  said  Bill  be 
certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Tues- 
day 12  o'clock,  and  the  yeas  and  nay^  being  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Dancy  and  Taylor  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Edwards,  Kelly, 
Lancaster,  Long,  McKinuan,  Pent,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Williams 
-12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  El^ 
zaurdi,  Haddock,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott — 10. 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  Tuesday  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  8th,  1842. 

The  Hous"  met  pur$uant  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  and  several  other  members  being  engaged  iq 
an  important  case  pending  before  the  Superior  Court,  now  sit^ 
tiii>(,  was  unable  to  attend. 

Mr.  Steele  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Elzaor* 
di|  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  lif« 


Wednesday,  t^ebruary  9th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  proceedings 
tof  Saturday  were  read.  / 

The  Chief  Clerk  being  absent  from  indisposition,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sieele,  J.  T.  Archer  was  permitied  to^aqtas  Chief  Clerk 
pro.  tern,  and  was  sworn  accordingly. 

Mr.  liOng,  a<;reeable  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  **  An  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior 
Courts  of  the  Apalaehicola  District,''  with  an  acconapaoyiug 
petition  from  the  citizens  ot  Jackson  Countv ; 

17 
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Which  bill  and  petition  were  read,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for 
a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to 
b^  entitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apalacbicola ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  c^rdered  for  a  second  read- 
ing on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Arnou,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to- 
be  entitled,  An  Act  constituting  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  Port 
of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun  ; 

Which  was  read  for  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Elzaurdi,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
to  be  entitled.  An  Act  respecting  the  compensation  of  Judges  of 
the  County  Courts  of  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  lo-mor- 
row.     100  copies  of  said  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  elect  Consta- 
bles by  ballot  in  the  several  Districts  in  the  Territory. 

Mr.  A/alone  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he  will  introdtrce 
a  bill  in  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Taylor,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on  the  wa- 
ters, and  in  the  harbor  ol  Tampa  Bay  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  records  of  the  County  of  Musquito,  (now  Leigh  Read  Coun- 
ty,) and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Malone  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  to  procure  from  flie  Secretary  three  copies 
of  the  Journals  of  this  House  and  of  the  Senate,  which  have 
bjcen  printed,  atid  the  printed  documents  connected  therewith, 
and  also  three  copies  of  all  the  pamphlet  laws  of  the  Council 
since  the  orgamzalion  of  the  Territory,  and  have  the  same 
bound  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  liave  the  same  designated 
as  belonging  to  the  House,  and  place  the  same  in  the  case  pro- 
vided in  this  House. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

JWi.  Westcott  offered  the  following  ressolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed  to 
draft  a  memorial  to  Congress,  requesting  a  law  authorising  the 
People  of  Florida  to  elect  the  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  Militia, 
and  that  they  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  such  election,  if  allowed 
by  Congress. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  as  passed,  a  bill  origi* 
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nating  in  the  Senate,  whicli  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  (the  rule  being  waived,)  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  llie  Militia.  Twelve  copies  of  the  said  Bill  were  then  or- 
dered to  bo  written. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  as  adopted,  a  resolu- 
tion which  orirrjfiaied  in  the  House,  respcctin!]^  a  Law  Library 
for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  a  certifud  copy  of  which  was  ordered 
to  be  forwarded  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  Resolution,  orig- 
naling  in  the  House,  respecting  an  appropriation  for  a  road  from 
Marianna  to  lola  ;  a  certified  copy  of  which  was  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  our  Delegate  in  Confjrcss. 

Certain  nominations  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  which 
were  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  were  read  and  laid 
on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Go* 
Vernor. 

Tallahassee,  8:h  February,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Flor  kIji  : 

I  hereby  nomirmle  Edwin  VV.  Dorsey.  Robert  B.  Ker,  and  Thad- 
dcus  A.  Lawrence,  Auctioneers,  for  the  County  of  Leon. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  made  were  consent- 
ed to  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn,  tho  yeas  and  nays  Tvere  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Stephens  and  Westcott,  and  were. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Pent,  Ste- 
phens, and  Williams — 8. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Deil,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Malone,.McKinnon,  Mc- 
Raeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  and  Westcott — 17. 

A  Bill  to  be  entidcd  an  Act  to  organize  tha  county  of  Santa  Rosa, 
w^s  read  tlie  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  among  the  orders  of 
the  day  for  Friday  next. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  B.  G.  Thornton,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bryan,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Arnou,  obtaine  I  leave  of  absence. 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Dell,  and  were, 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buttle,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  and  VV  ijliams — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Steele,  Tabor,  Tnylor,  Westcott— 13. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  «*an  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of 
free  negroes  or  mulattos  to  this  Territory,  and  lor  other  purposes 
(among  the  orders  for  to^ay)  was  being  read,  when  on  motion  made, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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TfiuRSDAVr  10th  February,  1842. 

The  liouse  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
Ihe  proceedings  of  Tuesday  and  yesterday  was  read. 
.    On  a  motion  to  adjourn,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs. Blackburn  and  Arnou,  and  were: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Lon^?,  Pent,  Steele  and  Williams — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn, Dell.  Ernest, 
Edwards,  IJzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McKinnon, 
McRaeny,  Tabor  and  Taylor — 14. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  on  motion  made, 

The  House  adjpurned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  11th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  t( 
the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  re«a(i. 

Mr.  Malone,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled,  '*  An  Act  to  define 
more  positively  the  Jurisdiciion  of  Justices  of  the  Peace." 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eines^t  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Be  it  Revived  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative$f 
That  both  Houses  do  adjourn  sine  lie  on  the  3d  March,  1842. 

Which  was  read  and  oruered  (or  a  second  reading  on  to-mor« 
Ipow..  • 

Mr.  Long  introduced  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  s 

Whereas,  from  the  dilapidated  state  of  tbe  Bridges  over  the 
Apalacbicola  Swamp  and  Chipola  Kiver,  in  Jackson  County, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  mails  to  be  transported  over  the  road 
with  safety,  and  any  degree  of  regularity ;  and,  whereas,  the 
repair  of  said  bridges  would  afford  great  facilities  to  travellers 
and  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail, 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved^  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  procure  an  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  for  the  building  a  bridge  over  ihe  Apalaihicola 
Swamp,  at  some  point  most  suitable  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
bver  said  iSwamp,  and  a  like  appropriation  of  two  thoosand  dol- 
lars for  the  rrpair  of  the  Bridge  over  the  Chipola  River. 
Be  U  further  Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


133 

forwarded  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  he  be  requested  to 
use  his  best  exertions  to  procure  such  appropriations." 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

The  House  received  from  the  Sennte,  as  adopted  without 
amendment,  a  Resohition  pieviouslj?  adoptecl  hy  the  House,  re- 
specting die  meritorious  services  of  Col.  Worth. 

Also,  a  Kesoluiion  respectuig  the  erection  of  a  Light  House 
on  Cape  St.  Bias. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  **  An  Act  to  organize  the  County  of 
Santa  Kosa,"  was  read  the  fourth  time. 

On  motion  made,  the  .House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Lom?  in  the  Chair,  for  the  consideration  of  said 
Bill,  and  said  Committee  reported  the  Bill  back  to  the  House 
with  atnendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The 
Bill  was  then  put  upon  its  final  passage,  when  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  question  of  its  passage  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Kelly  and  Krorst,  and  were. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackhurn, 
Cone,  Dancy,  Krnest,  Kdwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddoi  k,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  *McRaeny,  Pent,  Tabor, 
Taylor,  and  Westcotl — 20. 

rslays — Messrs.  Kelly  and  Stephens— 2. 
So  said  Bill  passed,   and  it  was  ordered  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

Mr.  Kelly  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  oifer  the  following 
protest : 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Escambia  County 
are  opposed  to  a  division  of  said  County, 

And  whrreas  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
p»'tition  of  William  B  Gaines,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  others, 
praying  that  a  part  of  Escambia  County  be  set  off  into  a  new 
County,  have  reported  a  bill  entitled  an  Act  to  orgabize  the 
County  of  JSanta  Kosa, 

Therefore,  as  the  representative  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Escambia,  I  do  hereby  enter  my  solemn  protest,  and  ask 
that  this  House  will  reject  said  Bill,  and  that  this  my  protest  be 
spread  upon  the  Journals  of  this  House. 

S.  W.  KELLl. 
Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journals 
t)fihe  House. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Houise  the 
following  message : 

Tallahassee,  11th  Feb.  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  oj  Florida : 

1  hereby  nominate  Isaac  Piltman,  Washington  A.  ('ooper, 
Owen    Williams,  Josiah   Daniel,  Britton  Barklay,  William  B. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


134 

Wypns,  Richard  "Wilson,  John  Edwards,  Charles  N.  Jordan 
Edward  W.  Peyton,  Luke  Loit,  WiHiam  King.  Williarii  Neill, 
Joseph  Irvine,  Samuel  Oswald  and  William  MrNealey,  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  John  L.  31yrick,  Ah'xaudor  Parker,  Kulus  Bal- 
lad, and  James  Griffin,  Auctioneers  ;  Allen,  H.  Busii.  Ilujc^h 
Rush,  John  Bird  and  Charles  Howard,  Notaries  Public  for  the 
County  of  Jackson,  and  Territory  of  Florida. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  nominations  therein  made,  consent- 
ed  to. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  as  passed,  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  define  tl  e  duties  and  liabilities  of  Sheriffs, 
when  acting  as  administrators. 

Which  was  read  the  first  lime  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senat3  as  passed,  with  amend- 
ments, a  Bill  previously  passed  by  the  House,  to  be  entitled  An 
Act  to  legitimate  a  certain  child  therein  named. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendments  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  insist  upon  the  bill  as  originally  passed  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  to  ad)out-n,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Blackburn  and.  Dell,  and  were 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,Kclly, 
Lancaster,  Long,  McRaeny  and  Stephens — 10. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy,  Ed- 
wards, Elzaurdi,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Wesicott — 
11. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  on  motion  made,  the 
House  adjourned  until  Monday,  12  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  14th,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournrar  nt,  and  the  Journal  of 
Friday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Malone,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  Open  Accounts,  which  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time,  (the  rule  being  waived,)  and  referred  to  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee.   ' 

Mr.  Cone,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  relative  to  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Long,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  suspend  the 
revenue  laws  of  this  Territory  ; 

\^  hich  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow, 

Mr.  McKaeny  presented  the  following  petition  : 
To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Representatives : 

When  summoned  before  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  I 
gave  testimony  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  seal  of 
the  Territory  was  affixed  to  certain  U.  B.  Bonds.,  I  learn  that 
evidence  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  by  a  U.  Bank  Di- 
rector in  the  Legislature,  in  such  mode  and  manner  as  makes  it 
proper  for  me  to  ask  the  House  that,  by  a  reference  again  of  th& 
subject  to  a  Committee,  with  powers  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  I  may  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  falsity 
of  the  imputations  made  against  me,  and  to  show  also  other 
facts  of  an  important  nature  to  the  public,  with  reference  to  the 
execution  of  said  Bonds.  With  respect, 

JOHN  P.  DU  VAL, 

Feb.  14,  1842.  Late  Secretary  of  Florida. 

Which  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cor-^ 
porations,  with  the  powers  requested. 

Mr.  Dell  presented  the  Petition  of  Francis  R.  Sanchez  and 
James  L.  Townsend,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  their  liability 
as  securities  for  John  Hope,  which  was  received,  and  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

Messrs.  Taylor,Edwards,  and  Dell  were  appointed  said  Corti- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Tallahassee,  11th  February,  1842.     ' 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  requesting  the  Governor  to  report,  whether  the  Reso- 
lutions passed  at  the  session  of  1840  (requiring  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  to  prepare  and  present  a  medal  commemorative  of. 
the  services  of  those  who  defended  the  Block  House  on  the 
Wiihlacoochie,  as  well  as  of  those  who  perilled  their  lives  to  res-  . 
cue  them,)  "  have  been  acted  on,  and  if  not,  the  cause  of  such 
omission."  I  have  to  inform  the  Legislative  Council,  that  the 
only  information  I  have  been  able  to  acquire  on  this  subject,  ia 
derived  from  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  late  Gov- 
ernor, appointing  the  1st  of  March,  1841,  as  the  time  for  pre- 
senting the  medals  required  to  be  furnished,  and  requesting  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  embraced  in  the  resolution,  to  assemble  at. 
Tallahassee  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  to  receive  the  medal 
intended  for  each  repectively. 

It  does  not  appear  from  any  record  of  subsequent  proceedings. 
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that  the  raedals  were  either  presented  or  prepared.  I  am  traa* 
ble  to  assign,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  cause  or  causes, 
which  may  have  induced  the  omission  on  the  part  of  my  prede- 
cessor to  comply  with  the  above  Resohttions;  but  If  presume 
they  were  those  which  I  found  existing  when  I  succeeded  to  the 
Executive  Department,  on  the  5th  day  of  April  last,  and  which 
still  continue  to  exist,  namely,  the  want  of  revenue  to  defray  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  the  large  amount  of 
debts  due  from  the  Territory  to  individuals,  whose  claims  have 
been  audited,  and  are  lying  over  unpaid. 

1  would  res  >ectfully  inform  the  Legislative  Council,  that  un- 
til a  fbnd  shall  have  been  raised  and  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  Executive  will  be  entirely  unable  to  comply  wilh  the 
Resolutions  requiring  the  medals  to  be  prepared  and  presented, 
or  to  furnish  the  sword  to  the  gallant  Col.  Harney,  under  the 
Resolution  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative  Council.  If  it 
be  the  will  of  the  Legislature  to  raise  a  revenue,  and  make  a 
special  appropi  iation  for  these  objects,  they  shall  be  carried  iuto 
execution,  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  so  soon  as  the  funds  ap- 
propriated shall  have  been  collected  at  the  Treasury. 

R  K    CALL. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Public  Accounts,  with  instructions  to  introduce  a  bill  fbr  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  to  meet  the  objects  therein  spoKeo 
•of. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tion : 

Whereas,  the  Port  of  Tampa,  so  soon  as  the  Indian  War  is 
closed,  will,  from  its  position  and  advantages,  become  an  impor- 
tant port,  and  engross  the  chief  part  of  the  trade  on  the  Western 
side  of  the  Peninsula  of  Florida,  and  in  such  event  r  separate 
collection  District  should  be  established,  and  said  port  made  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery,  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  'J'hat 
the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  procure  the  immol- 
ate passage  of  a  law  establishing  a  separate  collection  district  OD 
the  Peninsula  of  Florida,  and  the  establishment  of  Taoipa  as  d 
port  of  entry  and  delivery,  and  that  a  copy  hen  of  be  transmitted 
to  the  Delegate,  and  a  copy  to  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the 
"Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Which  was  read  (the  rule  being  waived)  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Long  offered  ihefollowing  Preamble  and  Resolution  : 

Whereas,  Bonds  predicated  on  the  faith  of  this  Territory, 
Irave  been  issued  in  aid  of  the  Pensacola  Bank,  and  whereas,  a 
demand  has  been  made  of  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  for  the 
iaterest  already  accrued  on  these  bonds,  and  whereas,  the  Pen* 
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sacola  Bank  has  failed  to  pay  the  iotereat  already  accnied  aa4 
demaDded, 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved  bjf  the  Chvemor  and  Legiilative 
CouncUf  That  said  Bonds  are  not  binding  on  the  citiiens  of  this 
Territory  other  than  the  stockholders  of  said  Bank,  inasmuch 
as  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  never  invested  with  power  to 
t  pledgethe  faith  of  this  Territory  for  the  engagementsof  any  Bank 
or  Corporation  whatever ;  aAd  that  we  will  not  levy  any  tax 
whatever  on  the  citizens  of  this  Territory  to  pay  the  interest  now 
due  and  demanded  on  said  Bonds. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe* 
tion  of  William  Rogers,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  Committee  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  petition,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  consider  other 
similar  petitions.  (Signed) 

J.  D-  WESTCOTT,  jr.  Chairman. 
On  motion,  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Battle  were  added  to  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Francis 
R.  Sanchez  and  James  L.  Townsend,  and  Mr.  Dell  was  ex« 
'cused  from  that  duty. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise 
John  R.  Chapman  to  build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across 
Chipola  River  in  Jackson  County,  made  the  following  Keport : 
The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  John  R.  Chapman  to  build  a  Bridge  or 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chipola  River,  in  Jackson  Coun- 
son  County,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  add  report 
the  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

W.  TABOR, 
Chairman  Committee  Internal  troprovemeots. 
Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated,  and  that  said  bill  be  certi- 
fied to  the  Senate. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Blacks 

18'  . 
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bwm  in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  tbe 
future  migration  of  Free  Negroes  or  Mulattoes,  to  this  Territory^ 
land  lor  otner  purposes;  after  some  time  spent  the  Committee  rose 
and  by  their  chairman,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  Bill  ordered  for  to* 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  t 
Thornton  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Dell  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill. 

The  House  took  a  recess  for  one  hour. 

HALF-PAST  3  o'clock. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  be  enti* 
tied,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Beojaiuin  6.  Thornton. 

On  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  said  bill,  the  ayes  and 
nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Dell  and  Dancy,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tea^ — Messrs.  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Had- 
.dock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McKinnoUi  McRaeny,  Pent, 
and  Stephen^ — 13. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Elzavrdi,  Lewis,  Long,  Steele,.  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott  and 
Williams— 12. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cone  in 
the  chair,  on  two  resolutions  formerly  offered  by  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Amon,  with  respect  toH)pening  a  Road « from  Quiocy  to 
Apalachicola  River,  and  from  Tallahassee  to  lola. 

After  some  time  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman^ 
reported  Mr.  Lewis's  resolution  as  amended,  and  Mr.  Arnou*s 
resolution  without  amendment  ;  which  report  was  concurred  in,, 
and  the  Resolutions  adopted. 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn,  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Dell  and  Dancy,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Elzaurdi,  Lewis,  Malone, 
Stephens,  Taylor,  Williams — 8. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou«  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Er- 
nest, Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  McKinnon^ 
Pent,  Steele,  Westcott— 15. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Kelly  in 
the  chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Flo- 
rida, and  the  several  acts  respecting  said  Bank,  and  to  effect  a« 
Betdement  of  the  affairs  of  said  Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

Afler  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill,  the  com- 
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miUee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman  reported  the  same  ad  amen* 
ded  ;  which  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  that  the  rale  be  waived,  and  the  bill  put  npon  its 
final  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Westcott  and  Blackburn,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Cone,  Dancy,  DelL,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Mo*. 
Raeny,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Maloae,- 
McKinnOn,  Pent,  Stephens — 8. 

There  not  being  three-fourths  in  favor  of  the  motion,  the 
same  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  tp-* 
morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  15lh,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Cone  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton,  which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  McRaeny  moved  that  the  tw^  bills,  one  An  Act  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  appointing  Pilots  for  the 
Ports  of  Port  Leon  and  St.  Marks,  and  a  oiil  to  te  entitled,  An 
Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  suspend  the  ope- 
ration of  the  revenue  laws  for  the  year  1840,  and  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  all  arrears  due  to,  and  from  the  Territorial 
Treasury,  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  holding  an  election  for  Delegate  to  Congress  from  the 
Territory,  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  certain  other  officers,  be  placed  among  the  orders  of 
the  day;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved,  that  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to 
alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts  respecting  said 
Bank,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  aflairs  of  said  Bank  as 
speedily  as  practicable,'*  be  placed  first  among  the  orders  of  the 
day  for  to-day;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 
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Tallahassee,  14th  Feb.  1842. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir— ^In  compliance  with  tl  e  Resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  28th  day  of  January  last,  re- 
questing the  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the  Territory  to  furnish 
the  House  of  Representatives  ^*  with  any  documents  or  inform- 
ation in  their  respective  offices  or  power,  relative  to  the  subject'* 
of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville.  I  have  to  observe  that  I  have  no 
^^  documents  or  iniormation^'  on  this  subject,  which  have  not 
already  been  communicated  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

R.  K.  CALL* 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  the 
following  communication : 

Tallahassee,  i4th  February,  1842. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir^— In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the 
Resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  5th 
inst.,  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  R. 
M«  Blatchford,  of  New  York,  which  is  the  only  correspomlence 
I  have  had  with  any  agent  or  assignee  of  the  North  Americao 
Trust  and  Banking  Company* 

R.  K*  CALL« 

New-York,  24th  March,  1841* 
'  Sir :  Being  a  holder  of  a  considerable  amount  of  5  per  cent. 
Certificates,  issued  by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company  of  Florida,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Territory,  1  take 
the  liberty  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  owing  to  those 
Certificates  having  been  put  into  circulation  without  any  agents 
being  designated,  to  whom  application  may  be  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  dividends,  1  find  myself  at  a  loss  how  I  am  to  collect 
the  half-yearly  interest  falling  due  on  the  1st  proximo* 

According  to  the  tenor  of  these  Certificates,  the  Company 
have  pledged  bonds  and  mortgages  bearing  8' per  cent  interest, 
as  a  special  security  for  the  guarantee  of  the  Government  of 
Florida.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  convinced  the  mat- 
ter has  only  to  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of  your  Excellency, 
to  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  protect  the  holders  of 
these  Certificates  from  being  deprived  of  the  payment  of  their 
dividends.  The  other  stipulations  of  the  Certificates  ought  also 
to  be  strictly  carried  into  eflect.  At  a  period  of  so  much  distrust 
in  State  securities,  it  will  greatly  raise  Florida,  not  only  in  the 
estimation  of  capitalists,  but  of  all  men  who  are  not  insensible  to 
the  sacredness  of  public  faith,  that  your  Excellency  should  en- 
force the  fulfilment  of  the  contract  under  which  the  Southern 
jLife  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  have  issued  these  Certifi- 
cates* If,  as  1  presume  to  be  the  case,  the  institutiop  is  in  the 
nctoal  receipt  of  the  interest  on  the  mortgages  pledged,  it  be 
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conies  the  more  important  to  the  Territory  that  the  money  so 
recrived  should  be  applied  to  do  other  purposes  than  those  tor 
which  it  has  been  set  apart. 

Begging  your  Excellency  to  favor  me  with  an  early  reply, 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  M.  BLATCHFORD. 

To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Tallahassee,  16th  April,  1841. 
•  Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  ult.,  informing  me  that  you  are  the  holder  of  a 
number  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  «of  Flor- 
ida ;  and  that  no  Agents  have  been  designated  to  whom  appli- 
cation may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  Dividends,  be*  Though 
ultimately  bound  in  good  faith  to  pay  the  amount  principal,  but 
not  interest,  which  the  Territory  has  guaranteed,  its  responsi- 
bility is  only  contingent,  and  cannot  arise  until  after  the  failure 
by  the  ordinary  process,  to  compel  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Company  to  meet  its  obligation.  Nor  has  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  Territory  any  control  over  the  cfficers  of  this  Insti- 
tution, further  than  to  appoint  annually  a  part  of  its  directors.  I 
have  therefore  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  George  Field,  the  President 
of  this  Institution,  now  in  the  city  of  New  York,  who,  I  doubt 
not,  will  give  you  every  information  you  may  desire  on  that 
subject  Yours,  respectfully, 

(Signed)  R.  E.  CALL. 

To  R.  M.  Blatchford,  New  York. 

Office  of  the  North  American  Trust  4*  Banking  Co.  > 
New-York,  14th  July,  1841.     > 
To  His  Excellency  the  Goveinor  of  Florida ; 

Whereas,  this  Company  are  the  owners  of  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  the  Bonds  issued  by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida ; 
and  whereas,  said  Bonds  state  upon  their  face  that  certain  secu- 
rities are  held  in  trust  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  said 
Bonds,  together  with  the  interest  accruing  thereon : 

I  hope,  therefore,  to  be  pardoned  for  requesting  your  reply  to 
the  following  questions,  or  any  other  general  information  you 
may  feel  authorised  to  communicate : 

Is  the  interest  punctually  paid  upon  the  securities  so  held,  and 
has  the  interest  received  been  paid  over  to  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company  ;  has  any  provision  been  mad« 
by  the  Territory,  or  other  parties,  for  the  two  last  instalmenta 
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past  due,  and  when  can  the  holders  of  these  Bonds  resoonably 
expect  payment  of  interest  past  due  ? 

Your  early  reply  will  confer  a  favor  on,  , 

Sir,  your  obedient  hunible  servant, 
(Signed)  THOS.  G-  TALMAGE, 

President* 

Agency  of  the  Southern  Life  Ins.  in  Trust  Co. 
New  York,  November  23,  1841. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida : 
Dear  Sir — You  will  please  take  notice  that  250  of  the  400 
five  per  cent,  sterling  Certificates  issued  by  this  Company,  and 
guarantied  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  have  passed  from  our 
control  without  any  legal  or  valid  consideration,  aod  that  this 
Company  is  takii^g  legal  measures  for  their  restoration,  and  you 
are  hereby  notified  for  these  reasons,  to  disregard  all  claims 
made  on  you  for  interest  on  the  same. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  but  in  the 
absence  of  all  legal  or  equitable  obligations,  on  our  part,  this 
Company  has  proposed  to  pay  on  the  return  of  the  250  certifi- 
cates, an  amount  which  it  is  believed  will  cover  all  of  principal 
and  interest  which  has  by  any  of  the  parties  been  advanced  upoa 
tfiem.,  and  it  is  further  believed  that  the  spirit  in  which  the  prop- 
osition has  been  made  will  be  met  by  a  corresponding  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  holders  of  these  250,  and  that  they  will,  within  a 
short  period,  be  returned  and  cancelled.  The  remaining  150  are 
under  our  control. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  GEORGE  FIELD,  President 

Southern  Life  Insurance  b  Trust  Co. 
Which  was  read,  referred  to  the  Joint  Select  Committee  ap- 

5ointed  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Life  Insurance  and. 
'rust  Company,  and  fifty  copi^  of  the  same,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  without  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  an  a'4 
providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  Mosquito  Coi  n- 
•  ty,  and  other  purposes,  approved  2d  February.  1838;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  passed.  Or- 
dered, that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Arnou  oflfered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  th€ 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  Delegate,  the  Hon.  David  Levy, 
be  requested  to  apply  to  Congress  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
establish  a  naval  depot  at  the  Bay  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the  County 
of  Calhoun,  Territory  of  Florida. 
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Resohedy  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the 
Chief  Clerk  to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  our  Delegate  in  Congress* 
Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow . 
Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate 
and  House  ol  Representatives,  appointed  to  prepare  Joint  Rules 
to  govern  the  two  Houses  at  this  session,  made  the  following 
Report : 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives, appointed  to  prepare  Joint  Rules  tj  govern  the  two 
Houses  at  this  session,  Report  that  they  have  agreed  on  the 
following  Joint  Rules : 

1st.  In  every  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  either  House  may  suggest  a  conter- 
ence,  and  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  th«  other 
House  shall  also  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer,  atacouvenient 
hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  ihcir  respective  Chairman ;  said  Com- 
mittee shall  meet  and  confer  freely  on  the  subject  of  disagree- 
ment. 

2d.  Messages  from  eithei  House  to  the  other,  shall  be  sent  by 
such  persons  as  a  sense  of  propriety  in  each  House  may  deter- 
mine proper. 

3d.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall  be 
duly  enrolled  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated 
in  one  or  the  other  Houses,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Governor. 

4lh.  When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  enrollments  of  the  House,  in  which  they  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  carefully  correct  errors,  and  forth- 
with report  the  same  to  the  House,  whereupon  the  presiding  of- 
ficer of  such  House  shall  sign  the  same,  and  order  the  same  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  other  House,  and  which  shall  be  sufficient 
authority  for  the  other  presiding  officer  to  sign  also. 

5th.  In  signing  enrolled  bills,  the  Speaker^s  name  shall  be 
signed  above  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

6th.  If  a  bill  be  returned,  rejected  by  the  Governor,  the 
yeas  and  noes  upon  its  reconsideration  shall  be  first  taken  in  the 
House  in  which  the  bill  originated.  If  a  majority  of  two-tbird* 
of  that  House  vote  for  the  bill,  it  shall  be  transmitted  tQ 
the  other  House,  and  if  two- thirds  of  that  House  concur 
in  the  passage  thereof,  it  shall  be  so  certified  by  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative* 
respectively,  and  the  bill  shall  be  passed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory.  The  two-thirds  of  each  House  necessary  to  pass  a 
bill  against  the  veto  of  the  Governor,  is  two-thirda  of  the  whole 
number  elected  to  each  House  and  qualified;  thus:  twenty  votes 
is  necessary,  while  the  House  consists  of  twenty-nine,  and  eight 
voles  while  the  Senate  consists  of  eleven,  [but  when  there  is  a 

^  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


144    '' 

vacancy  by  death,  resignalion,  neglect  to  qaaliry,  or  otherwise, 
jn  estimating  the  two-thirds,  such  vacant  membership  is  to  be 
deducted.] 

7.  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  shall  have  passed  in  one 
House  is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to 
the  House  in  which  the  same  may  have  passed. 

8*  When  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has  been  passed  in  one 
House,  shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  brought  ia 
during  the  same  session,  without  a  notice  of  two  days,  and 
leave  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  House,  in  which  it  shall  be 
renewed. 

9.  Each  House  shall  transmit  to  the  other  all  papers  on  which 
anv  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded,  on  rf>quest  made,  if  not 
done  before. 

10.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagree- 
ment, a  bill  or  resolutien  shall  be  lost. 

The  Committee  of  the  House  insist  on  the  words  in  6th  rale 
in  brackets,  the  Committtee  of  the  Senate  insist  on  their  beings 
expunged.  These  rules  are  a  transcript  of  the  rules  of  last  ses- 
sion, except  the  6th  and  8th,  which  have  been  modified  and  aF- 
tered.  JAMES  A.  BERTH  ELOT, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  iSenate; 
JAMES  D,  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 
Chairman  Committee  of  House  of  Representatives. 

Which  was  received,  concurred  in,  and  the  said  Joint  Rules^ 
(with  the  exception  of-so  much  of  the  sixth  rule  as  is  enclosed  i. 
brackets,)  adopted. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  as  passed,  with  amend- 
ments, a  bill  previously  passed  by  the  House,  entitled.  An  Act 
to  establish  sundry  Femes,  which  was  placed  among  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations  was  taken  up 
and  read. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  said  report,  the  ayes  and 
noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Malone,  were  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburw,  Bry- 
an, Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewis, 
Long,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott,  and 
Williams— 20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ernest,  Eelly,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McKinnon, 
and  Stephens— -6. 

So  the  House  coucorred  in  said  Report. 

A  Hril,  originating  in  the  House,  entitled  air  Act  to  organise 
the  County  of  5anta  Rosa,  was  received  from  the  Senate,  as 
having  passed  that  body  without  amendment. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  Act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the 
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Beverel  Acts  re«pectiDg  said  Bank,  and  to  effect  a  sehlement  '&[ 
the  affairs  of  said  Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable,  was  read  i 
third  time. 

Afrfc  Malone  offered  the  following  Engrossed  rider  as  bA 
amendment  t6  the  first  section  of  said  Bill.. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  hereafter  there  shall  be  out  fi^e  Di- 
rectors for  said  Corporation;  three  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  two  by  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Union  Bank. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  the  said  proposed  amendment  be 
laid  on  thet<ible. 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nnys  were  called  by  Messrs.  Malone 
and  Stephens,  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackbuin,  Bry- 
an, Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancas* 
ter,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott, 
and  Williams-^20. 

Nays— iliessrs.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon  and 
Stephens — 6 

On  the  question  of  the  final  passage  of  the  Bill,  th^  yeas  And 
na^s  being  called  by  Messrs.  Danc^  and  Dell  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker, Messrs.  Arn'>u,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Brj* 
an.  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elxaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly, 
Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  StepbenSf 
Taylor,  Tabor,  Westcott,  and  •VilliaraS'^23. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ernest,  Malone,  McKinnon — 3s 

So  the  Bill  was  passed.  % 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

An  engrossed  Bill  passed  by  the  Senate  and  transmitted  td 
this  House,  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of 
free  Negros  and  Mulattos  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  final  passage  of  said  Bill,  the  ayes  and 
noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Dancy,  were  at^ 
follows  : 

Yens — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dan* 
cy.  Dell,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock.  Kelly,  Lon<j,  Malone,  McKinnoUf 
McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Wertcoli  and  Wil- 
liams— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 
Stephens — 6. 

So  the  said  bill  was  passed.  Ordered,  that  (he  title  be  arf 
stated. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  Report  of  the  joinf 
select  committee  appointed  to  prepare  Joint  Rules,  as  concur^ 
red  in  and  adopted  bv  that  body,  (with  the  exception  of  so  miloh 
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dftiit  msA  rub  as  m  induded  in  brackets,)  which  was  laid  o» 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and 
J}e\U  on  a  motion  that  the  House  take  a  receis  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  and  vvexe  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Kelly,  JlicRaeny,  Steele,  Taylor 
-Jind  Westcott— 14. 

Nays — Mr,  Speaker,  Afessrs.  Battle,  Haddock,  Lancaster,. 
Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  AfcKinnon,  Pent,  Stephens,  Tabor  and 
Williams— 12. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise  Geor/re  Bra^ining  ta 
build  a  Bri Jge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  Black  Creek  in  Du* 
val  County,  was  read  a  third  time.' 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
beinfl: Called  by  Afessrs.  Lancaster  and  Oaiicy,  were  as  follows  t 

Yeas:  Mr.  Speaker, /tfessrs^rnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly.  Long,. 
JIfalone,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor.  Taylor,  Westcott — 19. 

Nays  :  Jlfessrs.  Edwards,  Lancaster — 2. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise  Bryant*  Sheffield  la 
tstablish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwantiee  River,  at  the  Upper  Mi- 
neral Springs,  known  as  the  ^hite  Sulphur  Springs,  was  read 
a  second  and  third  time,  (the  rule  being  waived,)  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
,City  of  Apalachicola,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  tomorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for  tnc  relief  of  Securities,  waa 
^ead  a  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
mod  50  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,.  An  Act  to  repeal  all  former  acts  incor- 
porating the  town  of  ilfonticcllo,  except  the  act  of  1831,  was 
lead  the  second  and  third  time,  (the  rule  being  waived),  and 
passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Presbyteriaa 
Church  of  Monticella,  was,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Blackburn,  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Stepheoa 
in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  increase  the 
number  of  Senators;"  after  some  time  the  Committee  rose,  and 
by  their  Chairman  reported  the  bill  as  anoended;  which  report 
was  concured  in. 

On  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill,  the 
ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Westcott, 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancv,Elzaurdi>  Had- 
dock, Steele,  Tabor^  Taylor,  Westcott,  FTilliams— 10. 
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Nays — ^Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dell,  Emeit^ 
'Edwards,  Keliy,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnori; 
Pent,  Stephens — 15. 

So  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost,  and  th« 
bill  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  relating  to  Judgments  add  Bxe- 
eutions,  was  read  a  second  time ; 

On  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill» 
the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Kelly,  were 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy,  D?1I, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Keliy,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 
Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor, 
Westcottand  Williams— 2L 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Bryan  and  Long — 4. 

So  the  said  bill  was  |ostponed  indefinitely. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of 
Apalachicola,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  the  rule  being 
waived,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  bein^  called  by  Afessrs.  Will- 
iams and  Arnou  on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  were  as  fol* 
lows: 

Yeas — Mn  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  BIzaurdi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long, 
Malone,  AfcKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor  and 
Westcolt— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Haddock,  Williams — 3. 

A  bill  to  be  eniitled  an  Act  concerning  Roads,  Highways  and 
Ferries,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  Long  moved  an  amendnient  to  the  20th  section,  when 
on  motion. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


WxDKBSDAT,  16th  February,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Ernest  moved  that  a  Resolution  relative  to  an  adjourn* 
ment  sine  die  be  placed  first  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Which  motion  was  lostJ 

Mr.  Kelly  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  futun;  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  extend  the  lime  of  a  charter  hereto- 
fore granted  to  Thomas  Cooper,  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the 
Escambia  River,  at  a  place  commonly  known  as  Durand's  Bluff' 
&c.  &c. 

Mr.  WilKams  ^ve  notice  that  he  would  on  some  futore  day 
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Itfk  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  eDtitled  Act  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Territorial  Treasurer  and  Auditor,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr,  Walker,  without  pievious  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  lim- 
itation of  an  Act  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  establish 
a  Ferry  across  the  Wakulla  river,  near  St.  Marks,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  (the  rule  being 
waived,)  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ernetil  prese^ued  the  petition  pf  sundry  citizens  of  Escam- 
bia County,  praying  that  John  A.  Pringle  be  permitted  to  estab- 
lish a  toll  Bridge  aicposs  the  Escambia  river. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvenf\er)ts. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  the  vote  yesterday  on  the  final  passage 
of  a  Bill,  to.b^e  entitled  an  Act  concerning  Pilots  in  the  Bay  of 
Apalachicola,  be  reconsidered. 

Which  motiou  prevailed,  the  said  Bill  amended  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  concerning  Roads,  Highways 
and  Ferries,  wa3  taken  up,  and  on  motion  hr  the  final  passage 
of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Wil- 
IJarps  and  Pent,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Eizaurdi,  Lancaster,  l^w'is. 
Long,  McKinnon,  yWcliaeny,  Pent,  Steele  and  StepJiens — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Edwards,  Haddock,  Malone,  Taylor,  West-- 
qpU  qind  Williams — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  ent^tjed,  An  Act  to  establish  sundry  Ferries,  which 
origmated  m  this  House,  sent  to  the  Senate,'  and  returned  as 
passed  by  liiat  Body,  with  an  amendment,  was  read  ;  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  adapted,  and  the  bill  passed. 

A  Resolution  received  .rom  the  Senate,  as  adopted  by  that 
body,  asking'  an  appropiiaiiMi-from  ('ongrqss  for.  llie  building  a 
Jail  at  Key  West,  was  read  a  second  and  third  lime,  (the  rule 
being  waived),  and  adopted;  Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certi- 
fied to  the  Senate.. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Dancy  on  a  former  day,  asking 
an.  appropriation  from  Congress  for  constructing  a  road  from 
St,  Augustine  to  Palalka,  wa,s  read  the  third  time  and  adopted,. 

A  Billto  be  emitted  an  Act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing Pilots  for  the  Ports  of  Port  Leon  and  St.  Marks,  was  read 
and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Messrs.  McRaeny,Elzaurdi,  and  Malone  were  appointed  that 
Committee. 

A  Resolution  reqiiesting  His  Excellency  the  Governor  toob-. 
laj^compeQsation  for  Captain  McCleJIan  and  bis  feUow  soldiecffK 
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for  their  services  in  1840,  was  read  the  second  and  third  time, 
the  rule  being  waived,  and  adopted. 

The  nominations  ol  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  of  Bank 
Directors  of  the  Union  Bunk  of  Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  the  3d  March  next. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  the  compensation  of 
Judges  of  the  County  Courts  of  thi^  Territory,  and  for  other 
purpose.^  wa^  read  and  postponed  indefinitely. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Public  Defaulters^ 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  made  tho  special  order  of  the  day^ 
for  to-morrow. 

A  Resolution  received  from  the  Senate  as  adopted,  with  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  was  again  read,  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  Resolution  from  the  Senate,  respecting  the  appointincj  a 
Joint  Committee  to  devise  means  to  put  a  stop  to  running  pro- 
perty out  of  the  Territory  was  read.  Mr.  Westcott  moved 
an  amendment  thereto;  which  resolution  and  amendment  was-- 
adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws  for  the  year  1840,  and"^ 
provide  foi  the  settlement  of  all  arrears  due  to  and  from  the 
Terriloriai  Government,  was  read.  On  the  question  of  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and  noes  being, 
called  by  Messrs.  Mcllaeny  and  Dell,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas:  Messrs.  Arnou,  Cone,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Had- 
dock, Malone,  McKinnon,  Stephens  :  9. 

Nays:  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dan- 
cy,  Ernest,  Lancaster.  Lewis,  Long,  McRaen3',Pent,  Steele, Ta- 
bor, Taylor,  Westcott,  Williams:  16. 
.  So  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost. 

On  motion  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Ct*mmitlee  on  Finance. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled.   An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  Pi- 
lotai^e  on   the  waters  and  in  the  Harbor  of  Tampa  Bay,  was 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  the  rule  being  waived  and  passe  dl 
Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  slated. 

The  House  received  fronr\  the  Senate  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An 
Act  to  legitimate  a  certain  child  therem  named,  which  bill  orig- 
inated in  the  House,  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  amended  by  that 
body,  and  which  was  again  considered  by  the  House,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate,  the  House  refusing  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  Senate  adhering  to  the  same;  whereupon  the 
House  appointed  a  Committee  of  Ctmlerence  on  the  subject  o& 
said  Bill.  Messrs.  Cone,  Lancaster  and  Westcott  were  ap-^ 
pointed  that  Committee.  Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to 
the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  constituting  a  Board  of  Wardens 
for  the  Port  of  lola,  :n  the  County  of  Calhcun,  was  agaia  reai 
atul  postponed  iDdefiaitely. 
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A  Bill  to  be  entitled  ao  Act  to  amend  ra  act  inc(Hrporate  the 
Bank  of  Apalachicola,approTed  March  4th«  1839,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  on  the  question  of  the  indefinite  poetponement 
of  said  Bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn 
and  Arnou,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Daocy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Ed- 
wards, Haddock,  Kelly,  Long,  McKinnon,  Stephens,  Taylor  and 
Wesicott— 13. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Elzaurdi, 
Lancaster,  Lewis,  Malone,  Pqut,  Steele  and  Williams— 11. 

So  the  said  Bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior 
Courts  of  the  Apalachicola  District,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  define  more  positively  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  was  read  a  second  tiine. 

On  the  question  of  the  indefiinite  postponenrtent  of  said  Bill,  the 
yeas  and  navs  being  called  by  Messrs.  Malone  and  Blackburn» 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Kelly,  Stephens  and  West- 
cott— 5. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Ma- 
lone, McKinnon.  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor  a..d 
Williams— 20. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  wniving  the  rule  so  that  said  bill  might  be 
read  a  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage,  the  uyes  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Lenvis,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas  :  Mr.  Speaker,  Jiessrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone» 
Delly  Edwards,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Mc- 
Raeny, Tabor  and  Williams*— 14. 

Nays :  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Ernest,  Ehaurdi,  Had- 
dock, Kelly,  Long,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Ta\  lor,  Westcott,  12. 

There  not  being  three-fourths  in  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was 
lost     Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ernest,  on  a  former  day,  relative 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
•on  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  that  day. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late  Tax  Collector  of  Alachua 
County,  which  bill  had  originated  in  this  House,  and  passed  the 
Senate  with  amendments  ;  which  amendments  were  read,  and 
the  bill  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  Mr.  Lancas- 
ter  in  the  Chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relating  to  pun- 
ishments not  heretofore  designated.  After  some  time,  the  Com** 
mittee  rose,  and  by  tbeir  Chairman  report(9d  tim  BiU  as  ameodr 
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ed.  On  the  question  of  concorring  ia  the  report  of  the  Hotise, 
in  CommiMee  of  the  Whole,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  bf 
Messrs.  Westcott  and  K»»lly  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs..  Arnoo,  Blackborn,  Cone,  Dan** 
cy,Dell,  Elzanrdi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  Mc-^ 
Kinnou,  Pent,  and  Stephens«-t5. 

Nays:  Messrs.  Bryan,  Edwards,  Haddock,  itfcRaeny,. 
Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcoti,  and  Williams— 9, 

So  the  House  concurred  in  said  report. 

On  the  question  of  striking  out  all  except  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  the  following;  nmeniknent  :  Ttiat  all  ofiences  known  to  the 
common  law,  the  punishment  whereof  is  not  specifically  prescribed 
bv  statute,  shall  be  punished  by  a  (ine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  or  whipping 
Dot  exceeding  thirty-nine  leshes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury,  and  the 
16th  section  ol' the  act  approved  Fe broory  20>  183:).  entitled  ^  An 
act  relating  to  crimes  and  miademf  anors,'*  as  to  all  offences  commit- 
ted after  the  enactment  of  thitf  law,  shall  be  repealed  ;  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  called  by  Mei^srs.  Kelly  and  Stephens,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas—Messrs  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Daney,  Erner,  Ed* 
wards,  Haddock,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott  and  WilUama— * 
12. 

Nnys-  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Dell,  Eliaurdi,  Kel 
ly,  Lancaster,  Lewi^,  L^mg,  Mulone,  MeKinnon,  Pent  and  Stephen* 
--13, 

So  the  saki  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  ordered  for  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Arnou  moved  to  be  allowed  to  record  his  vote  on  the  question 
of  the  finaf  passage  of  a  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  mt« 
gration  o^  free  negroes  and  mulaUoes  to  this  Territory,  and  lor 
other  purposes,  which  passed  tlie  House  on  yesterday,  which  mo* 
tioii  prevailed,  and  Mr»  Arnou  had  leave  to  record  his  vote  in  the^ 
affirmative. 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  to. morrow,  10  o'clock,  the  ayea  and 
ooos  being  callerl  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Bryan,  wc^e  as  follows:-— 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Dancy,  Ernest.  Kelly,  Lan- 
caster, Lewis,  Matone,  McKmnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens,  Ta« 
borand  Taylor — 14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dell,  Edward^ 
Elsaurdi,  Haddock,  Long,  Steele,  Westcott  and  Williams — 12, 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  to»morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  17th  February,  1842; 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoomment,  and  the  Jotjrncirof 
the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read. 
Mn  TFeslcott  presented  an  accocmt  against  the  Territory^  in 
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faTor  of  Walker  AadersoD,  and  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Claims ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  a  mo- 
tion for  the  indefinite  postponetnent  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton; 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and 
Edwards,  on  the  question  of  the  reconsideration  ot  said  Billy 
and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — j^fr.Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis.  McKin- 
non.  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcoil  and  Williams — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Malone,  Mc- 
Raeny,  Stephens — 7. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  same  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Dell  frave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  amendatory  to  the 
acts  now  in  force  in  relation  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

Mr.  Stephens  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  mlroduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  St.  Andrew's 
Bay  Land  Company. 

Mr*  Steele  presented  a  communication  from  John  P.  Duval, 
on  the  subject  of  compensation  (or  a  Compilation  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Territory,  &c. ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
ciary. 

Mr.  Westcjtt  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of 
Duval  County,  praying  that  the  sureties  of  Dean  P.  Dryant  be 
released  Irom  their  recognizance,  &c.  &c. ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  here- 
tofore appointed  to  consider  similar  petitions; 

On  m«»lion  Mr.  Steele  was  added  to  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Ernest  offered  the  folli»wing  Feso'ution  : 

Resolvad  by  the  Senate  and  House  of-  Representatives,  That 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislative  Council  adjourn  sine  day^  on  the 
6lh  of  .If arch,  1842. 

On  a  motion  to  lay  the  said  resolution  on  the  table,  until  the 
6lh  March  next,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  itfessrs.  Er- 
nest and  Stephens,  were: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn.  Dancy,  Lew- 
is, Malone,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor 
and  Westcott— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards, 
Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  McKinnoa  and 
Williams— 13. 

Mr.  Elzaurdi  moved  to  lay  the  said  Eesolution  on  the  table 
until  the  17th  March,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by 
Messrs.  Elzaurdi  and  Ernest,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas  -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  DaiH 
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cy,  Dell,  Eizaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewif ,  Malone,  McRaeny,  Stede, 
Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westcott — 16. 

f^ays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Cone,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lan* 
caster,  Long,  McKinnon,  Pent  and  Williams — 10. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  mad« 
the  following  Report : 
The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe* 

tition  of  John  P.  Duval,  have  had  the  same  under  considmi* 

tion,and 

REPORT 

The  following  testimony  as  the  result  of  their  labors,  and 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  iaint. 
£.  £.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman. 

Statement  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Rutgers. 

Of  the  two  millions  of  Bonds  issued  and  mentioned  in  Geo. 
DuvaPs  affidavit,  I  affixed  the  seal  to  fifteen  hundred,  and  ob* 
tained  the  seal  from  the  Secretary's  office,  from  Gen.  Duval  or 
Mr.  Copelandy  I  cannot  recollect  which.  I  am  confident  I  never 
obtained  it  from  the  Governor.  I  think  Gen.  Duval  was  pre<» 
sent  on  one  occasion  when  I  obtained  the  seal,  and  no  objection 
was  made  to  ray  taking  it  ,  It  is  true,  as  Gen.  Duval  states,  that 
he  called  at  my  house  on  one  occasion  to  get  the  seal,  and 
obtained  it.  The  seal  was  affixed  in  my  own  house,  and  not  in 
the  Bank.  In  reference  to  the  other  five  hundred  bonds,  I  state 
that  I  was  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  saw  Mr.  Copeland  affix* 
ing  the  seal  to  said  bonds,  but  do  not  know  whether  he  affixed 
the  seal  to  the  whole  of  them  or  not,  in  the  office,  hut  he  did  affix 
the  seal  to  said  five  hundred  bonds.  At  the  time  Gen.  Duval 
called  at  my  house  for  the  seal,  I  gave  it  to  him,  and  wished  to 
know  of  him  whether  I  could  get  it  again,  and  he  gave  his  con- 
sent. I  was  never  in  the  Secretary's  office  at  night,  to  affix  the 
seal  to  said  bonds,  nor  to  bave  any  thing  to  do  with  them. 

HY.  L.  RUTGERS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this   16th  Feb.,  1842 
£.  £.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman  Committee. 

Colond  Washington's  Statement. 
I  was  at  Mr.  Rutger's  bouse  frequently  when  he  was  affixing 
the  seal  to  the  bonds,  and  generally  found  him  alone.  In  the 
winter  of  1838,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  saw  late  at  night 
a  light  in  the  Executive  Office,  which  was  an  unusual  thiug,  and 
it  was  rumored  the  next  day  thai  the  Governor  bad  been  execat* 
ing  the  bonds  of  the  Union  Bank.    I  have  beard  Gen.  Duval 
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wy  tiiit  be  did  not  consider  the  Bonds  fcga!,  for  {tit  lasl  y^r  6f 
two^l)ecause  he  did  not  affix  the  seal  to  the  same. 
^  -■  ,    HENRY  WASmNGTOK. 

Sworn  to  abd  subscribed  before  me,  this  16tb  February,  184S; 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman  Cotnmitttt. 

I  have  been  requested  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Blackbocoi 
Gbakcnin  ^of  the  Commitiee  on  Corp<iration9»  lo  state  aiifit  I 
hnok  reapecting  ftfluuirg  ihe  seai  of  tlie  Teh-iliory  to  certnin 
Territorial  Bonds,  issued  last  for  the  Union  Bank  oi  Flurida^ 
amounting  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  I  answer,  that  the  seal 
was  affixed  to  part  of  said  bonds  by  Henry  L.  Rutgers,  then  an 
officer  of  the  said  Bank,  and  part  by  Robert  Copeland,  then 
Private  Secretary  to  ilie  Croveruor  of  the  Territory.  The 
rnaon  that  the  Secretary  of  the^Territory  did  not  affix  ihese&l; 
a8-l4inderstood  was,  that  the  law  required  him  to  do  it  gmtui- 
tonsly,  and  he  did  not  like  to  work  for  nothing.  I  do  not  rpcol* 
lect  that  he  was  ever  requested  to  affix  the  seal  I  do  not 
armember  of  whom  I  received  the  seaU  but  «n  inclined  to  be- 
4iisve  iliat  1  asked  the  Governor  to  allow  the  seal  to  be  used  U> 
wal  the  Territorial  Bonds,  i  remember  the  late  Secretary^ 
•Qt%.  John  P.  Duval,  calling  on  me  for  tlie  seal,  when  i  directed 
-bim  to  Mr.  Rutgers  for  it ;  he  received  it  fiH)m  Mn  Kntgerst  add 
•ftepwavds  Mr.  Rutgers  received  it  again  to  complete  the  fearisr. 
I  kn^ow  nothing  of  affixing  the  seal  to  said  Bonds  in  the  Serav- 
4ary's  office,  at  a  late  hour  of  tlie  night. 

JOHN  PARKHILL. 
Sworn  tosRdeubsrribed  before  me,  this  17d>of  Feb*  184fi^ 
£.  £.  BLACKBURN,  ChtUnkM  CommitUse. 

Additional  and  Explanatory  Emdence,  hy  J.  P.  Dutak 
:  It  has  been  rf  presented  thai  the  evidence  given  by  me  at  thfe 
'former  examination,  iscalculaled  to  impute  fraud  in  thfe  execu- 
tion of  the  U.  Bank  Bonds  to  the  Directors  and  Bank  officer^ 
1  disclaim  any  such  object.  1  have  always  entertained  a  high 
'opinion  of  the  honor  of  these  gemFemen  individually.  I  ac- 
coiuued  at  the  time  1  gave  my  evidefice,  for  the  haste  m  eXecut- 

Eg  the  bonds  on  the  night  mentioned,  frqm  tlie  report  that  the 
overnor  expected  to  be  removed,  and  that  he  wished  to  execute 
the  bonds  before  his  removal,  as  it  Was  knowh  I  would  not  sign 
the  bonds.     The  Governor  informed  me  on  one  occasion  that 
.Mc  Parkhill  bad  received  the  seal  by  bi&  order. 
;       ^  JOHN  P.  DUVAL,  late  Secretary  of  Florida. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  thU  17th  Feb.^  1842. 
E.  E,  BLACKBURN,  Chairman^ 

Which  Report  was  coocurred  in,  and  500  copies  ef  the  Rd» 
.fort and  aeoonapanyiog  documents  ordened  to  be  prioced^ 
Mr.  Westcott,  Chairman  SdiDt  Committeei  presented  to  the 
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House  a  copy  'of  a  letter  from  the  Presid^ot  ^t  th«  Sout|i.em 
Life  lasoraoce  and  TrU9t  Company,  to  the  Governor,  on  the 
subject  of  faith  ccrtificntes  issued  by  said  Companyt  furnisheil 
by  said  President;  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  prioted 
vith  the  other  correspondence  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Dancy,  from  the  Committer  on  the  Militifi,  made  tbf 
following 

REPORT: 

.  The  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  organif e  and  regulate  the  Militia  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  alt  former  acts  in  relation  to  the 
same,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave 
to  Report  the  same,  with  sundry  amendments. 

F.  L.  DANCY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  Mi^ 
litiaoftbe  T^ritory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  Acts 
in  relation  to  the  same,  was  ordered  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements^ 
made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  Committee  on  fnternal  Improvements,  to  whom  wai  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Benjamin  Marshal,  to  establish  a  Perr^ 
across  the  Black  river,  at  tire  town  of  Milton, 

Report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  ccnsideratioOi  ao4 
Import  the  Bill  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

W.  TABOR,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  tlie  Bill  read  the  second  time 
and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bilts,  mad^ 
the  following* 

REPORT: 

The  Cpm^i^iiitee  on  Enroll^ Bills,  bacve  directed  me  to  Re|^ 

as  correctly  enrolled, 

. :  An  Act  to  (^rjgftnize  the:  Coqnty  of  Santa  Ros^    A}^# 
An  Act  to  alter  the  nan>e  of  the  County  of  Mosqi^^o*    Alapi 
A  Resolution  requesuog  our  Delegate  to  p^f^ure  an  appro- 

jvialionjto  wnproye  iJie  navigation  of  U^e  SmK'^iiee  river.  Ai99f 
A  Resolution  respecting  Colonel  VV.  J,  ^rorlh-    AlsOt 
J^  K^^Mtjofi  requesting  pur  Dete^^  to  procure  an  ^appro- 

DdntioA  to  iofcprpvc^  the  harbor  of  tw' City  of  A flalachipola. 
$AMy^  B.  STEPHENS, 
Cbairptan  Committee  on  Enrolled  Billi. 
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Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  with  the  annual  publication  of  the 
pamphlet  laws ;  and  also  the  publication  of  the  decisions  prior  to 
the  last  term  in  one  volume. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Senate  sent  to  the  House  the  following  communication : 

Senate,  February  17,  1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot  it  is  ordered, 

That  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  be  requested  to  confer 
with  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  of  the  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Bills,  Resolutions,  and  other  papers  passing  between  the 
two  Houses,  without  being  properly  engrossed.  And  to  recom- 
mend such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  remedy  the  evil, 
and  that  this  order  be  certified  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
(Attest.)  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  SecVy  of  Senate. 

Which  motion  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  as  passed  by  that  body, 
an  engrossed  Bill,  entitled  an  Act  reouiring  the  payment  of  mo- 
ney or  its  equivalent,  for  dues  to  the  Territory. 

Which  was  read  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  relation  to  public  defaulters, 
was  again  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  Resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  a  former  day,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  from'  Congress  to  rebuild  a  Bridge  across 
the  Apatachicola  Sivamp,  &c.  read  a  second  time  and  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  define  more  positively  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  was  read  a  third  time  and 


Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Sena- 
tors, was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  the  following  amendment : 

Tfjat  the  District  of  West  Florida,  and  the  Apalachicola  Dis- 
trict, shall  be  entitled  to  four  Senators  jointly;  the  middle  District 
five  Senators;  the  Eastern  District  to  four  Senators,  and  the 
Southern  District  to  two  Senators,  to  be  elected  in  the  manner 
prej»«ribed  by  law. 

The  veas  and  nays  being  called  on  said  amendment  by  Messrs. 
Lancaster «nd  Dell,  ^ere  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Dell,  Elzanrdi, 
Haddock.  Kelly,  itfcRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott, 
and  Williams — 13.    . 

Nays— Messrs.  Batrk  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Ernest,  Lan- 
caster, Lewis,  Long,  Maloiir^,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Stephens— 12. 

Mr.  Edwards  having  been  excused  from  attendance  to-day. 
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Wilis,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  permitted  to  record  his  voto 
hereafter. 

So  the  Bill  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  lo  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Apalachicota,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and  passed  by 
that  body,  was  read  the  third  time  and  (massed. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  relating  to  punishment  of  offences 
not  heretofore  designated,  was  again  ieud,and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  on  its  passage  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Cone,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  I^ng,  Malone, 
McKinnon,  Pent,  and  Stephens — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Haddock,  McRaeny, 
Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams— 9. 

So  the  Bill  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the 
Superior  Courts  of  the  Apalachicola  District,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  ns  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late 
tax  collector  of  Alachua  County,  which  bill  originated  in  and 
passed  the  House,  and  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  again  read, 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  concurred  in. 

A  Resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Arnou  on  a  former  day,  asking 
the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  endeavor  lo  obtain  from  Congress 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  establish  a  Naval  Depot  at  the  Bay  of 
St.  Joseph,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,*  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  l&th  February,  1842, 

The  HoQse  met  parsuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  Edwards  recorded  his  vote  in  the  negative  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment  offered  on  yesterday  on  a  bill  to  increase  the 
number  o(  Senators.  So  the  vote  was.  Ayes  13— Noes  13— and 
the  motion  to  amend  said  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Long  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an 
act  to  authorise  Executors  and  Administrators  to  sell  Real  Es- 
tate in  certain  cases,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Steele,  without  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  an  act  to  give  certain  powers  to  the  County  Courts ; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  facilitate  the  annual  set- 
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UemeQt  of  Admiiiistrators,  Executors  and  Gm^ediaMf  hptb  ^f 
which  bills  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  the  question  of  reconsidering  the  vote  of  yesterday,  or  a 
HKHion  of  a  final  ad|ournroent  on  the  5th  March,  and  U  e  ayes 
and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Dell  oa  said  mo* 
tion,  were  as  follows : 

Teas^ — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Ddl,  Er- 
nest, Edwards,  Eliuardi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Pent  and  Steele- -15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Haddock,  Ma- 
lone,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Westcolt  and  W  illiams — 9. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Resolution  ordered  to  l^ 
placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

'  On  a  motion  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  entitled,  An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apalachicola,  Which  was  indefinitely 
postponed  on  Wednesday  last; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  constituting  a  ]Board  of 
Port  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  lola,  indefinitely  postponed  09 
yesterday ; 

Which  motion  prevailed^  and  the  bills  placed  among  tbe  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  Edwards  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an 
^ct  entitled  an  act  concerning  School  Laiuls,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  February  11th,  1832. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  Bill  originating  in  thia 
House  and  passed  by  the  Senate  without  acneiKlment,  entitled 
an  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depre- 
ciated currency. 

Also,  a  Bill,  as  having  passed  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act,  providing  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  records  of  Mosquito  County,  and  for  otheii  purposes. 

Also,  a  Bill  to  he  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise  John  R.  Chap- 
man to  build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  Chipola  river» 
in  Jackson  County,  which  originated  in  the  House,  and  passed 
Ibo  Seoate  without  amendment. 

Also,  a  Bill,  which  origloated  in  the  House  and  passed  Iht 
S^^te  without  ametniment,  enti  tied  an  Act  to  authorize  George 
Branning  to  build  a  Bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  Blmk 
Creek  m  Duval  County. 

Also,  a  Bill»  which  originated  in  tbe  Houset  and  whi<v(i  had 
paan^cd  the  Senate  without  amendniejit,  entitled  an  Act  to  author* 
^Bryant  Sheffield  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Suwanpee 
River,  at  tjbe  Upper  Mineral  Springs,  known  as  the  White  Sul- 
phur Spring?. 

Also,  a  Resolution  originating  in  the  Houfip  and  adopted  by 
th^  Seqate,  wUtiout  amendment,  askipg  an  appropriation  fro^ 
Congress  for  fioiv3jtr\wti^^  fropi  ^.^^'SS^*'^?^^,^^^"* 
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Also,  a  Resolution  ori  ginating  in  the  Senate  and  adopted  bj^ 
that  40o<)y/on  the  (rubject  of  suspeHding  the  revenue  laws  of  thi» 
T^rritotV,  &c^ 

•  Also»  a  Senate  Bill>  passed  by  that  bodv«  to  be  entitled  an  Aot 
for  tlie  relief  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  JPernando  Lowe,  whicb 
wan  read  and  ordered  for  to-niorrow. 

Also,  an  engrot^sed  Bill,  originating  in  and  passed  by  the  Sen* 
ate,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  protection  of  Mortgages,  which  was 
itead,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  a  motion  to  excuse  Mr.  Cone,  from  Columbia,  for  the  bal*- 
ance  of  the  session,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Arnou,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Batlle.Blackburn,Bryan,Dancyt 
Dell,  Bmest,  Edwards,  Klzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster^ 
Lewis,  Long,  MaUme,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  SteeiO)  Ste* 
phferts,  Tabor,  and  Westcoit— 22. 
,    Nays — Messrs.  Arnou  and  Williams— 2. 

So  the  raoiion  prevailed. 
'   Mr.  Arnou  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resoloedj  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida  be  re* 
quested  to  inform  this  House  wliat  number  of  Faith  Bonds  have- 
been  issoed-to  the  several  Banks  of  this  Territorv,  by  whom^ 
signed,  the  date  of  said  Bondj»»  by  whom  the  seal  of  the  Territo- 
ry was  aflixed,  and  at  what  house,  and  by  whom  crmntersignedy 
to  whom  sold,  when  due,  and  such  other  information  as  he  ma}r 
have  in  his  possession  on  this  subject,  and  also,  whether  any  re- 
cords have  been  kept  of  the  Bonds  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Baiil^  in  this  Territory,  and  how  many  nK>re  Bonds  the  Bank& 
of  this  Territory  may  claim  by  virtue  of  their  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion^ and  how  many  Bonds  have  been  issued  for  other  purposes,, 
the  amount  of  each,  the  date  of  each,  when  sold,  to  whom  8old^ 
at  what  prices,  when  due,  who  holds  such  Bonds,  and  by  what 
aathority  the  Bank  officers  procured  the  seal  of  the  Territory^ 
for  affixing  the  same  to  such  Bonds. 

Re80hed,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  House  do  forthwith 
certify  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  his  Excellency  the  Govern 
nor  of  Florida. 

Mr,  Wesicott  moved  the  Indefinite  postponement  of  said  Res*^ 
olution,  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Arnou  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  the  resolutions 
i3ead  a  second  and  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 
.    Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called 
by  Messra  Arnou  and  Stephens^  on  the  passage  of  said  resolcK 
tion,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dan* 
fejvDell^Kellyi  Lewis,  Long.  McRaeny,  Pent,  Tabor — 18. 

Nfiys-^Mr.  Speaker,  iHessns.  Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzaardl,, 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McKinnon^  Steele^  Stephens,  West> 
cott— 11. 
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So  the  faid  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LoQg offered  the  foIlowiDg  jPreamble  and  Resolutions: 

Whereas  the  geographical  position  of  the  river  Choctahatchie, 
and  its  susceptibility  of  improvement  as  a  commercial  channel  to 
and  from  several  of  the  Counties  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  contig- 
uous to  its  shores,  justify  a  call  on  Congress  for  the  requisite  ap- 
propriations. Issuing  from  the  valliesof  central  Alabama,  and 
augmented  by  the  tides  of  numerous  tributaries,  it  enters  Florida 
at  the  north-western  angle  of  Jackson  County,  with  a  depth  and 
volume  of  water  amply  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  steamboat 
navigation.  But  to  render  it  permanently  useful  in  this  respect, 
some  aid  is  requisite  from  the  hand  of  man,  and  the  skill  of  the 
engineer.  The  only  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  this  river 
is  created  by  fallen  trees.  No  scientific  survey  has  as  yet  ascer* 
tained  the  cost  of  surmounting  this  obstruction,  it  is  nevertheless 
known  and  admitted  to  be  inconsiderable.  But  the  utility  of  the 
proposed  improvement  is  still  less  a  subject  of  speculation,  than 
its  probable  cost. 

Passing  through  a  region  abounding  in  the  elements  of  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  wealth,  nothing  is  wanting  to  arouse 
into  efficient  and  profitable  action  the  latent  energies  of  the  en* 
terprising  planters  of  thevicinity,  to  invite  an  immense  immi* 
gration,  to  secure  a  rapid  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  quadru- 
ple the  value  of  private  estates — but  a  cheap  and  regular  com- 
munication with  a  market  on  the  sea  coast.  And  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  that  the  improvement  here  contemplated  derives 
no  small  strength  from  the  fact  that  the  point  of  communication 
with  the  sea  coast,  will  be  the  town  of  Pensacola,  which  would 
at  all  times  receive  from  that  part  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  be- 
sides valuable  shipments  in  cotton,  important  supplies  in  lumber 
and  provisions,  a  cheap  and  safe  route  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  and  in  time  of  war  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours,  troops 
for  the  protection  of  the  town  and  arsenal.  The  state  of  Ala- 
bama, impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  scheme,  has  alrea- 
dy appropriated  a  considerable  amount  to  the  clearing  out  of  the 
river  to  the  Florida  line;  and  it  only  remains  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  complete  a  work,  which  has  for 
its  accomplishment  no  inconsiderable  advantages  to  the  people 
of  Florida  and  Alabama — 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved^  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida^  That  our  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  procure  an  appropriation 
lor  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  Chocta- 
hatchie  river. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
forwarded  to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  Delegate  to  Congress,  and 
he  be  requested  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  procure  such  appro- 
priation. 
Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


161 

Mr.  Stepheos  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  That  the  Secretary  of  fhe  Territory  be  requested  not 
to  grant  certificated  to  any  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
until  the  last  day  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Elzaurdi  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  Reso- 
lution, which  motion  was  lost,  and  the  same  ordered  for  to-mor- 
row. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  **  an  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Sen- 
ators,^ was  taken  up, 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  said  Bill  be  postponed  until  Toes- 
day  next,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  on  said  motion 
were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  E1-* 
tuardi,  Haddock,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott,  Williams 
«»li. 

Nays — Messrs,  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dell  Ernest,  Edwards, 
Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKuinon,  Pent  and 
l^tephens— 14. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  a  motion  from  Mr.  Westcott  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  IS 
o'clock,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Loug  and 
Pent,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Haddock*  Tabor,  Westcott  and  WilHams— 4* 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburn^ 
Bryan,  Cone,  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Ehaordi,  KHIy, 
Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McKaeny,  Penl^ 
Steele  and  Stephens^ — ^21. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dancy  offered  the  following  amendment  to  said  bill ; 

In  section  2d,  after  the  word  read,  add,  and  the  County  of 
Monroe  the  14th  district,  and  the  County  of  Dade  the  15th 
District ; 

In  section  3d,  strike  out  the  word  '<  saving"  to  include  the 
words  **  Senators  ;** 

On  the  question  of  laying  the  amendments  on  the  table,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Peui,  were 
as  follows : 

Teas— Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cone,  Dell,  Er- 
nest, Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  M»» 
lone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens— 17. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Haddock, 
Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott  and  Williams— 8. 

So  ihe  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  VVestcott  moved  that  the  folbwing^  Protest  be  spread 
upon  the  Journal,  which  was  granted: 

The  u^dersigned  PROT£ST  against  tfat  passage  of  said 
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1.  Became  its  provi8ioti8  are  vidatire  oTthe  act  <tf  Ccngttu 
iMitiidrising  the  elikrtion  of  l^natora. 

2.  Becaose  the  apportidnment  in  this  bill  is  inequitable. 

3.  Because  the  pressing  the  vote  on  this  day,  in  the  temporti- 
TV  absence  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Jefferson,  absent  in  consequence  of 
sickness  in  his  family,  and  of  Mr.  Burney  of  Leon,  owin^  to  his 
own  illness,  is  an  injustice  to  the  People  of  the  Middle  District, 
U'ho  should  not  thus  be  deprived  of  their  fuU  representation  in 
this  House,  on  this  important  bill. 

Feb.  18»  1642. 

F.  L.  DANCY,  of  St.  Johnt. 
J.  H.  HADDOCK,  of  Nassau. 
W.  H.  WILLf  AMS,  of  Leigh  ftead  Coan^. 
FRANCIS  ARNOU,  Caihoan  County. 
JAMES  D.  WESTCOTTJr.  of  Leon. 
D.  McRAENY.ofLeoo. 
N  W.  WALKER,  of  Leon. 
W.  TABOR,  of  Washington. 
On  the  question  of  the  final  passage  of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and 
Mes  being  called  by  Mea^rs.  Westcott  and  Lancaster,  were  as 
Mbws: 

Yeas^-Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Gone,  Dell,  £f^ 
oest,  Edwards,  Ehaurdi,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Ma* 
lone,  McKinnoD,  Pent  aiKl  Stephens— 16. 
,    Nays-— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Haddock,  Mo- 
BMny*  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott  and  Williams— 9. 

So  the  said  bill  passed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 
Mr.  Blackburn  moved  to  introduce  a  bill  without  previous  no- 
tice, entitled.  An  Act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  the  question  ot  waiving  the  rule,  the  ayes  and  noes  wen 
called  by  Messrs.  Williams  and  Tabor,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas^— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Bryan,  Cone,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lan- 
caster, Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKiuoon,  McRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dancy,  Elzuardi,  Westcott,  WiHiams-^4. 
.  tSo  the  rule  was  waived,  the  bill  read  the  first  tisK,  and  or- 
ila^d  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Malone  from  Gadsden,  was  granted  leave  of 
Absence  ontil  Monday  next 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  for  an  adjournment  until  Mondav  next, 
12  o'clock,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  ileasn. 
Westcott  and  Williams,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bryan,  Cone,  Kelly,  Malone,  Stephens,  Ti^ 
j»r  and  Westcott— 7^ 

Nays-^Mr«  Speaker,  Alessrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackbiim^ 
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Dan^y  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Ekuardi,  Haddock,  Lancaster, 
Ifiewis,  Long,  McKionoQt  Pent,  Steele  and  Williarof-rlT. 

On  a  motioD  to  adjourn  until  to*niorrofr,  10  o'clock,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  liessrs.  Westcott  and  Long,  and  were 
as  follows, 

Yeas — Messrs,  Bryan,  Daneyi  Edwards,  tiewis,  Aeelt,  Ta- 
bor and  Westcott^^7. 

Nays— Mr.  iSjpeaker,  Messrs*  Baufe«  Blackburn,  Concb 
Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Long,  McKinnon  m4 
Pent— 11. 

There  not  being  a  quoram  present,  the  Sb*geant-al)rAms 
was  directed  to  be  sent  after  absent  members. 

A  quorum  being  present,  Mr.  Westcott  moved  to-  adjoam  to 
Monday  next,  10  o'clock,  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  being  called 
by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Stephens  on  said  motion,  were  as  fol* 
lows. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bryan,  Cone,  Kelly,  Lewis, 
Malone,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor  and  Westcoti — 10. 

Nays-  Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzuardi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Long,  Mc- 
Einnon,  Pent  and  WilKaros — 14. 

So  the  motion  for  adjournment  was  lost 

The  following  qoessage  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor : 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida ; 

I  have  approved  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  thei  Coun? 
ty  of  Santa  Rosa. 

(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  waa  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
fbllowing  conmiuni^tion  ^ 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  hereby  nominate  William  Williams,  Lewis  Mattioa,  Archi* 
bald  Hagans,  Asa  A.  Stewart  and  Rigdon  Brown,  Justicei  of 
the  Fbaoe  for  the  County  of  Columbia  and  Territory  of  Florida. 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  notioe  of  the  appointf 
ment  of  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
enosiating  of  Messrs.  Peloid  Berthelot  and  Walker,  to  conff^r  with 
tbe  Committee  appointed  by  the  Hou^e,  (Messrs.  Cone,  Laoca»* 
ter  and  Westcott^  on  the  sulyact  of  the  disagreement  of  the  twio 
lio^nm  on  a  QiU  entitled,  ao  Act  to  legitimate  a  certaiii  child 
therein  named. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  Act 
a^athorizio^  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  establish  a  Ferry  acrQs^the 
Wakulla,  nver,  near  St.  Jfarks,  was  read  a  third  Uone  apd  pa^« 
i^r    Ordered,,  that  the  titte  be  aa  stated. 
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A  Bill  to  i)e  entitled  an  Act  in  relation  to  public  defaulters, 
passed  by  the  House  on  a  former  day,  sent  to  the  Senate  and  re* 
turned  by  that  body  with  a  substitute  offered  in  h'en  thereof,  was 
taken  up,  and  a  substitute  for  the  substitute oflfered  by  the  Senate 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

On  8  motion  to  adiourn  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock,  the  ayes 
and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Westcott»  were  as 
ibiiows: 

Yeas-^Mr.  Speaker,  3fessrs«  Arnou,  Battle,  Bryan,  Cone» 
Dancy«  Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  K^llv,  Lewis,  Pent, 
Steele,  Tabor— 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Edwards,  Lancaster,  Long,  ilfcKinnon,  Ste- 
phens, Westcott  and  Williams — 7. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  ta 
morrow  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  lOth  Febmafy,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Jonmil 
of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Tabor  gave  notice  that  he  would  oo  a  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  hill ,  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  the 
College  Lands  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Dell,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors  s  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  referred  to  the  Jo- 
diciary  Committee* 

Mr.  Lojfig,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  tu  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise  Ex* 
ecutors  and  Administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases, 
and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  i  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kelly,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  askeil  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorise 
Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  river. 

Mr.  Steele  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  place  his  signature  to 
the  Protest  spread  on  the  Journals  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Blackburn  oflered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  16th  Sections  or  School  Lands,  and  to  make  proK» 
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^loos  by  law  to  prevent  my  penon  from  trespasriiig  oo  the 
said  Lands. 

Which  was  adopted. 

'Resolved^  That  from  and  i^er  the  first  day  of  March,  no  new 
business  shall  be  introdaced  into  this  House,  except  such  as  may 
grow  out  of  measures  which  may  be  acted  on  tn  this  Hoote  pre- 
vious  to  the  1st  of  March  next,  except  by  mMoimotts  consent  of 
the  House. 

Which  was  read  first  time,  and  ordered  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  following  REPORT : 

The  CoiiTmittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  hare  instructed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled, 

An  Act  authorizing  Samuel  Russell  and  J  6.  Blount  to  ettab* 
lish  Ferries  across  tm  Suwannnee  and  St  Johns  rivers. 

Also,  an  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  oviltof 
a  depreciated  currency. 

Also,  a  Resolution  requesting  our  Dele|[ate  to  procure  an  ap» 

Eropriation  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  light  bouse  on  Cape  St 
>las. 

SAMUEL  B.  STEPHENS, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Btllt. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Steele  was  added  to  the  committee  of  cOn 
ference  on  the  subject  of  the  disagreement  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  on  a  bill  to  legitimate  a  certain  child 
therein  named. 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bemamip  G.  Tbomtoo 
was  taken  up  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tues* 
day  next. 

A  resolution  ofiered  by  Jllr.  Long  on  a  former  day,  asking  an 
appropriation  from  Congress  for  rebuilding  a  bridge  across  the 
Apalachicola  swamp  and  Cbipola  river,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  adopted. 

A  resolution  ofiered  by  Mf.  Ernest  on  a  former  day,  propo- 
sing an  adjourument  sine  4ie^  on  the.  6tb  March  next,  was  or* 
dered  lor  Tuesday  next 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  eitend  the  jnrisdiction  of  Jus- 
tii'es  of'  the  Peace  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Jndiciary  committee,  and  50  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Stephens  on  yesterday,  instmct- 
ing  the'Secretarv  ofthe  Territory  not  to  grant  certificates  to 
members  before  the  last  day  of  the  present  session,  was  indefi* 
nitely  postponed. 

A  Bill  from  the  Senate,  to  b^  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  orphans  of  Fernando  Low,  was  read  a  second 
time.    On  the  qoestion  of  laying  said  bill  on  the  table,  the  yeas 
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m4  myn  bttitf  C4IM  ky  Sfiwrs.  PeU  nod  Sieplmii,  were  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bryan,  Dancy,  Ernest*  Glunrdiy  HacMock, 
McKiunon,  McRaany,  Pent,  Steeli,  Stepbenit  Tabor  aod  WH- 
liams~12. 

N^»--BIr.  Speaker*  Messrs.  Amoa,  BatUe,  Blackburn,  D«U» 
Laaeasleri  Lewis  and  Longw^ 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  ubie. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Arnou  on  a  (brmerday,  asking 
ati  appropriation  of  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  Na^d 
Depot  at  St.  Joseph,  was  read  a  third  tin^e  and  adopted. 

Ordered*  that  the  same  he  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Marshall 
to  establish  a  Ferry  across  Black  Water  rlver„  at  the  town  c^ 
Milton,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Long  on  yesterday,  asking  an 
appcopriation  of  Co^resa  for  the  removal  of  obstrucUons  to  the 
navigatioaof  Choctahatohie  river,  was  read  aaeooad  and  third 
time,  the  rule  being  waived  and  adopted. 

A  Bill  to  be  eq^iUsd  an  Act  oonstituting  a  Board  of  Port  War- 
deoAof  the  Port  of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun,  and 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate 
tke  Ba^k  of  Apalacbicola,  were  ordered  for  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  certain  nominal  .ions  of  Hit 
{Jxcellency  the  Governor,  and  advised  and  consented  to  the 
nomination  of  William  Williams,  Lewis  Mattier,  Archibalct 
Hagans,  Asa  A.  Stewart  and  Rigdon  Brown,  a3  Justices  of  the 
reace  for  the  County  of  Columbia  and  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  the  question  of  consenting  to  the  nomination  of  John  O.' 
McGehee  for  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Madison  County, 
the  yeas  and  pays  were  called  by  Westcott  and  Dell,  and  were 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ernest,  ReBy,  Laaeastep,  JAk 
Kinnon,  Stephens  and  Westcott — 7. 

Nays^^Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  BkckWn,  Bryan,  Daiicy, 
Delt,  Edwards,  Eizaurdi,  Haddook,  Lewis,  Loag,  MoRaepy^ 
Peqt,  Steele,  Tabor«  1*5. 
;   So  the  said  noniinalk>h  was  rmeated. 

A  Reiolatioo  adoptad  by  the  Seaala^  la  auapend  the  revaouo 
tawaof  tfie  Territory,  die.,  was  read  the  aacond  time,  and  nAfr 
led  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  AccounftStt 

Tbe  Hopse  adjoarwd  ta  Monday,  19  o'ckM*» 
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IfofOAT;  Sltt  February,  1843. 

*f  be  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournmenty  and  tbe  Journal  of 
Saturday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Aruou  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein 
mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide 
for  tbe  holding  an  election  for  Deieeate  to  Congress  from  the 
Territory,  members  of  the  Sbnate  andHouse  of  Representatives^ 
and  certain  other  officers,  was  taken  up,  and  placed  among  the 
orders  of  the  dav  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  Fernando  Lowe,  was  taken  uf 
and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to  day. 

Mr.  Long  oflfered  the  following  resolution : 

R&sohed^  hy  tiu  Senate  and  Hotm  of  RepresenMtoes,  That 
a  joint  Mleet  comnnKtee  ot  three  members  of  each  Hotise  be  ap- 
pointed, to  contract -on  the  most  advantageous  terms  for  the 
priotinff  of  the  Laws  of  the  present  session  of  the  LegislativQ 
Council. 

Tl^hich  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow.  . 

Mr.  Ernest  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  viz  s 

ResoIved^*bytke  Oavemor  and  Legislative  Oomncil  of  the  Tet^ 
rH&nf  of  Fhrida^  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  procure  ati  appropriation  for  the  fortificaHeii 
of  the  Bay  of  Si.  ilndrews. 

Be  U  further  Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  b^ 
forwarded  to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  and  he  be  requested  to  use 
bis  be«t  OYertions^to  procure  such  appropristtion. 

Whiith  was  read  the  first  time,  ana  ordered  for  to-morTow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dell  id 
the  Chair,  on  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  organise  and  regulate  the 
Militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts 
in  relation  to  the  same;  after  some  time  the  committee  lose,  and 
by  their  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again^ 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  constituting  a  Board  of  Wardens 
of  the  Port  of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun,  was  ordered  for 
Wednesday  next 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  bank  of  Apalachicola,  approved  March  4th,  18S9«  was 
dl'deretf  i&r  Wedderiday  nett. 

A  Resolution  adopted  by  the  /SeMite,  fespectittf^  the  ftith  (S 
the  llerritbry,  Was  orders  for  WedHedda/ iieit 

aA  k^Mlatmroflbrnd^.l^  Mr.  Bitekkuii  on  Attltfcby  Utt,  t6^ 
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^•pecting  the  iotroduction  of  new  business  after  the  first  March 
iiext,  was  again  read : 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  that  the  wordst  ^except  by  the  unani- 
4nou8  consent  of  the  House,**  be  altered  so  as  to  read,  **  except  by 
Jhe  consent  of  four- fifths  of  the  whole  House,"  which  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  resolution  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to  morrow.. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Thomas  Cooper  to 
establish  a  Ft* rry  across  the  Escambia  River,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  holding  an  etec- 
tion  for  Delegate  to  Congress,  members  of  the  iSenate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  certain  other  officers,  was  ordered  for 
Tuesaav  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  or- 
phans of  Fernando  J^owe,  was  read,nnd  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Tallahassxb,  21st  Feb.  1842. 
To  the  LegitJative  CtmneU  of  Florida : 

I  hereby  nominate  William  Bird,  WilHam  Gotman,  Octavius  H. 
Gadsden,  Heory  L.  Mills,  John  Wooteu,  James  H.  Taylor,  Justicea 
of  the  Peace,  and  John  L.  Taylor  and  F.  A.  Durkina.  Auctioneers, 
for  the  Countv  of  Jefferson,  and  Levi  Pottert  J^udgis  of  the  Count jf 
Court  of  said  County. 

Benjamin  Millechamp,  Sharpless  Evans^  John  McCocmack,  Jesse 
B.  LaMeter,  Ivy  S.  Williums,  John  W.  Cook,  Samuel  Miichell,  Jus- 
lices  of  the  Peace  for  ibe  County  of  Washirigtoo;  Charles  How, 
Juike  of  ibe  Coanty  Cour. 

Henry  B.  Goodyear,  William  C.  Betlell  and  Temple  Pent,  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Dade^ 

Thomas  J.  Puratt,  Warren  Havril,  Isaac  Garrison,.  R.  B*  Stoi;^* 
ton,  John  Sparkmao,  James  IVI.  Bates,  J ustiees  of  tlie  Peace;  Edmund 
Bird,  William  J.  Turner,  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Alachua. 

John  Jones,  A.  J.  Braddock^  C.  C.  Bessent,  Daniel  Vaughan,  Jus^ 
tices  of  the  Peace,  and  John  A.  Cavadp,  Nptary  PubUc  for  th^  Cojun^ 
ly  of  Nassau* 

Jpbn  L.  McKinion»  Justice  of  thp  Peace  for  Walton  County. 

R.  K.  CALU 

The  House  adjourned  until  to.morrow»  IQ  o'clock. 


TmnDAT,  February  22d,  1848* 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  wd  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  waa  read. 

His  Excellency  the  tiovetnor  transmitted  to  the  House  by  bis 
Private  Secretary,  Mr*  HawkiQSi  a  communication  esdosiog 
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certain  nomioations,  which  was  placed  among  the  onkrt  of  iht 
day. 

Mr.  Elxanrdi  g^vo  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  fees  of  iSheriA. 

Mr.  Arnou,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  therein 
named ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-nionrow* 

Mr.  Tabor  offered  the  following  Resolutions  :-— 

Resolvedn  ^^^  Ckwemar  and  LtgUlatboe  CoimcU  gf  th^ 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be^  and 
be  is  hereby  requested  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  procure  an 
appropriation  for  the  fortification  of  the  Itay  of  St.  'Andrews. 

Be  it  further  Retolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be 
certified  by  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  forwarded  to  our  Delegate  in 
Conf^ress,  and  to  the  Delegation  from  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Which  was  read  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ernest,  for  'an  adjournment 
sine  die,  on  the  5th  March  next,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Batde, 
on  the  adoption,  were  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell,  Er* 
nest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Lpng,  Malone, 
McKinuon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens,  Westcott  and  WiUiamt 
—18. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Edwards  and  Tabor— 4* 

So  the  resoludon  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  certified  to 
the  Senate. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Stephens  on  yesterday,  for  tht 
appointment  of  a  Joint  Select  Committee  to  contract  for  print* 
ing  the  laws  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in  one  newspaper,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  adopted. 

Messrs.  Stephens,  Blackburn  and  Dancy,  were  appointed  that 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr; 
Dell  in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  orgaoiie 
and  regulate  the  Militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  rt* 
peal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same.  After  some  time 
the  Comtnittee  rose^  and  by  their  Chairioan  reported  the  bill  as 
amended.  Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  and  placed  first 
among  the  orders  of  the  day* 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  the  yeas  and  nayt 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Malone,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas^^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bryap,  Dancy,  Dell,  Lancaster^ 
Lewis,  Malone,  McKinooo,  McRaeny,  Pent-— 1(L 
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Kays^M^ssM.  Anioo,  Battlt ,  MaoUmm,  Enmt,  Edwtid%. 
Ehaurdiy  Haddock,  Long,  Stephens,  Tabor— -10. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Oo  a  motion  again  to  ac^onm,  the  ayes  nmi  oota  beuig  etJIkr 
ed  by  Messrs.  Malone  avd  Long,  were  asMlows: 

Teas— *Miv  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bryan,  Dell,  Haddock,  taafw 
ter,  Lewis,  McEinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Tabor — 10. 

Nays-^Messra.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blacubom,  Effseit,  Edwaids, 
Lon^,  Malone,  Stephens*^. 

So  the  mwion  prevmiiedy  aad  the  Hoasa  adJoi«eMl  uA  Hh 
Mi0frew>  10  o^doek. 


Wkdhvsdat,  29d  Febrqaiy,  184t. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjaunMBeiit,  and  the  Joqnwd  9f 
yeaterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Long  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to<-morrow,  aik  leavt 
to  introduce  a  hill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  suspend  the  sala  af 
property  under  E^cution,  under  certain  ceoditioMn 

Mr.  Ernest  ofiered  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Route  of  Representaiiveif  Thai 
a  Joint  Committee  of  three  members  of  each  House  be  appoi«|ed 
lekk  instroclions  to  report  a  CompensatioQ  Bill,  for  the  officers 
and  other  expenditures  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
'  Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HcKioBoo,  from  the  Committee  on  Schcok  and  dA^ 
Itoges,  made  the  ioHowiug  Report ; 
The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges^  t^  whpm  was  roievredl 

a  Resolution  upon  the  sutgeet  of  School  Law  Lands  in  Ibis 

Territory,  have  had  the  sane  under  coasid^aiiouy  and  «M^ 

leave  to 

REPORT: 

A  bin  to  be  entitled.  An  Aet  to  prevent  tre«paS9e8  iQMni  die 
School  Lands,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  heretofore  passed  upon  llie 
subject  of  the  sixteenth  sections  in  the  Territory  of  Florida* 
JOHN  L.  McKINNON,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  the  reported  bill  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr  Elzaurdi,  pursimnt  to  previous  notrc^y  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled^  An  Act  to  increase  the  fees  dT 
Jailors  y 
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Wbieh  wai  r«ad  the  Urtt  and  second  linie.  Urn  ride  b^g 
waived^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to^ipor- 
roir. 

The  firiUving  nomtnationafof  His  Excelkm^  tbe  Governor 
was  advised  and  consented  to,  viz :  ' 

Qficenfur  th$  County  of  Monroe,  Territorj/  </  FhtiSa — 
filtpben  K.  Hallory,  Judge  of  the  County  Court ;  Lewis  T. 
Breaker  and  William  C.  Mallory,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Wil- 
liam H«  Wall,  John  P.  Baldwin,  Joseph  B.  Browne,  Fielding 
A.  Browne,  C  C.  La«^)her,  James  Filor»  P.  J.  Fomane, 
George  E.  Weaver,  Samuel  Tittt  Joseph  Bethel,  £*  P.  Hunt 
mud  Asa  Tift,  Auctioneers ;  John  P.  Baldwin,  George  E.  Wea- 
wr,  Joseph  Belliel,  Stephen  R.  B^aHory,  Notaries  Public ;  Ed- 
ward Dexter,  George  E.  Weaver,  Henry  Benners^  Francis  Wf4- 
lloglon,  ft*  W.  CinBatts,  Pert  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  £ey 
West 

For  the  County  of  Dade — Charles  Howe,  Judge  of  the 
County  Court ;  Henry  B.  Goodyear,  William  C.  Bethele  and 
Temple  Pent,  Justices  of  the  Peace* 

For  the  County  of  -4iacAi£a— Thomas  J.  Prevatt,  Warren 
Harrill,  John  Sparkmaa,  Isaac  Garrison,  K.  S.  Stougblon, 
James  M.  Bates,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Edmund  Bird,  William 
J.  Turner,  Auctioneers. 

For  the  Cotinty  of  Nassau — John  Jones,  A  J.  Braddock,  C 
Gr  Bessent,  Daniel  \raughan,  Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  John  A* 
Cavadoi  Notary  Public* 

t'or  the  County  oj  Walton— John  L*  MeEannon,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

For  the  County  qf  Galsden-^^^iorcmf^  Harrison^  Daniel  Bale, 
Daniel  Itf.  Hinsoa,  Stockley  Sadbury,  Thomas  Munroe,  James 
M«  Gilchrist,  William  B*  McCall,  Lewis  Gregory^  Daniel 
Love,  Natiiaoiel  Zeigler,  Daniel  G.  Smith,  William  L.  Gun, 
Har^y  H  Shelfere,  Justices  of  the  Peac«, 

For  the  Comfy  €f  EscanMo'^Jobn  Jerrison,  Jr«  Mark  Mil* 
ler,  George  W.  Barkley,  Blyden  Vanhoru,  Henry  J.  Ingrami 
Charles  C.  Keysa,  John  Gamier  and  William  Bell,  AvctioQeersf 
James  R.  Riley,  Notary  Pnblic ;  Daniel  Saini,  Justice  of  tbe 
Peaoe. 

Onh^red,  that  ike  same  be  certified  to  His  Excelleiicy  ihe 
Oovetaor. 

A  BHi  to  be  cQttelod  m  Act  to  orgimite  and  regelate  tlw  mU 
fiiia  of  the  Temiory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  Ads  in 
fdatlon  totbe  9ame  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  tbe  -qaestion  of  the  passage  of  said  Bill,  Mieyeas  and  nays 
beinjg  called  by  Messrs.  Tabor  and  Loirg  ^ere  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Dancy,  Dell,  Eltanrdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 
Malooe,  Pent,  Steele  and  Stephens— 16* 

'  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


172 

Nayi — ^Messrt.  Eraesti  Edwards,  Long,  McKianon,  lIcRae^ 
ay,  Tabor  and  Williams — 7. 

So  the  Bill  passed.     Ordered,  tiiat  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  6.  Thornton,  was  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

A  Resolution  respecting  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  was  again  read,  and  under  consiileration  when 
a  motion  was  made  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  half  past 
three. 

The  ayes  and  noes  bein^  called  on  said  motion  by  Messrs. 
Dancy  and  Steele,  were  as  follows : 

Teas»-Mr.  Speaker,  Meisrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Ernest,  Ed- 
wards, Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny, 
Pent,  Stephens— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Amou,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell,  Elxaurdi,  Had- 
dock, Long,  Steele,  Tabor — 9. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

HALF  PAST  3  o'clock. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolution  re- 
specting the  Faith  Bonds  adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

Itesdvedf  That  the  Territorial  Legislature  does  not  possess 
the  right,  nor  was  it  ever  invested  with  the  authority  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  Territory,  so  as  to  render  the  citizens  of  the  Ter- 
ritory responsible  for  the  debts  or  engagements  of  any  corpora- 
tion chartered  by  said  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  Malone  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions 
as  a  substitute  for  the  Resolution  under  consideration,  viz : 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  given  unti 
the  people  of  Morida,  the  right  of  electing  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  of  passing  laws  on  '*  all  rightful  sub- 
jects of  Legislation/'  reserving  to  itself,  however,  the  power  to 
approve  or  disapprove  all  its  acts,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
null  and  void:  And  whereas,  said  Leikfislative  Council  did, in 
virtue  of  the  power  to  them  granted,  incorporate  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  in  the  year  1833,  the  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company  in  1835,  and  did  pass  an  additional  Act  to  increase 
the  capital  of  the  Pensacola  Bank,  also,  in  1835:  whereby  Ter- 
ritorial Bonds  and  guarantees  have  been  executed  to  said  fianksi 
for  a  very  large  amount :  And  whereas,  the  said  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration have  been  submitted  to  Congress  according  to  law,  for 
their  approval  or  rejection,  and  such  rejection,  it  any,  has  not 
been  made  known  to  the  people  of  Florida ;  And  whereas,  said 
Bonds  and  guarantees  have  been  sold,  by  said  Banks,  and  the 
money  obtained  thereon,  by  which  rights  have  accroed^and 
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r.ontract8  have  been  made :  and  whereas,  said  Banks  from  mi»r 
jnaoagement  and  other  causes,. have  suffered  their  bills  to  bede* 
predated  and  their  credit  to  be  impaired,  thereby  destroying 
public  confidence,  and  exciting  the  fears  of  the  peopke  of  Florida, 
■as  to  their  solvency  and  ultimate  ability  to  redeem  the  Territo- 
lal  Bonds:  and  whereas,  the  Pensacola  Bank  has  failed  to  pay 
her  interest,  according  to  the  stipulations  affreed  upon  with* the 
Bondholders,  and  the  same  has  been  demanded  of  the  Territory, 
through  her  Executive : 

Be  it  Resolved^  That  inasmuch  as  the  Greneral  Government, 
both  by  their  own  act  and  the  action  of  their  agent  and  repre- 
sentative, were  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  the  unwise  and 
impolitic  law  by  which  the  faith  of  the  Territory  was  given,  not 
for  the  promotion  of  the  public  weal,  but  for  the  advancement 
of  private  Corporations;  we  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida 
consider  any  action  on  the  subject  of  said  bonds  and  guarantees 
at  this  time  as  impolitic  and  unnecessary  until  Congress  has  ex- 
pressly refused  to  assume  said  liabilities,  in  case  of  the  inability 
of  said  Banks  to  pay  the  same. 

Resolved  secondly,  That  the  holders  of  all  such  obligations 
are  advised  to  take  active  measures  against  said  Banks  and  their 
Stockholders,  to  obtain  security  or  payment,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Liegislative  Council  to  render  them  all  possible  aid. 

Resolved  thirdly,  That  we  will  not.  directly  or  indirectly,  tax 
the  people  of  Florida  to  provide  money  for  the  payment  of  inte- 
rest now  due  by  the  Pensacola  Bank. 

Resolvedjourthly,  That  the  Governor  be  instructed  to  forward 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  as  the  response  of  the  Legislative 
Council  to  the  persons  demanding  payment  of  interest. 

Mr.   Westcott  moved  that  the  substitute  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary ; 
.    Which. motion  was  lost. 

^  On  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  said 
subiUitute,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Maloae 
and  Stephens,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancas- 
ter, Lewis,  Long,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott  and  Williams 
—19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Kelly,  Malone,  McEinnon,  Stephens— 4. 

So  the  same  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  original  Resolution, 
the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Arnou, 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancas« 
ter,  Lewis,  Long,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Westcott  and  Williams 
—19. 
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Naysr-Uesfn.  Kelly,  Malone,  McKiimoa  md  St^pbtnt-^-^ 

So  the  resolutkm  was  adopted,  and  ordered  t»  bt  eeitified  fa 
tbe  Senate. 

The  House  receited  from  the  Senate  a  reMrfotion  iklopted  bjr 
that  body,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commitiee  of  three 
members  from  each  House,  with  instmctions  to  report  a  Com- 
pensation Bill  for  the  officers  and  other  expenditures,  of  the  pr^ 
sent  Legislative  Council ;  which  was  read  the  first  time  and  or- 
dered for  to-morrow. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  k-esolutions,  asking  of  Congress  an  ap* 
propriation  for  removing  obstructions  in  tbe  Choctahatchie  ri- 
ver, be,  which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  ati  act  to  incorpofata 
the  Bank  of  Aimlachicola,  approved  4tb  March,  1830,  waa 
read^  and  on  tbe  question  of  the  passage  o(  said  bill,  the  aj^es 
and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Westcolt  and  Peat,  were  as 
follows: 

Teas:    Mr.   Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blaokbura,  Biya«p 
Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  £kaardi>  Kelly,  Lancaaler,  Lewia^  Ma 
looe,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  IS* 

Naysc  Messrs.  Araou,  Edwards,  Hadddok^  i^^of^  MdCin* 
noa.  Pent,  Westcott  and  Williams,  3 

So  tbe  bill  passed ;  ordered  that  tbe  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  10  be  eatitled  aa  Act  canstitating  a  Board  of  Palt 
Wardens  at  the  Port  of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calu>aBy  waa 
lardered  for  to-iaonrow. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Long^  <m  a  fentter  day,  ra^ 

specting  the  power  of  tlic  LegMntivt^  Council  to  tat  the  citiaeal 

,  *f  iP*lorlda  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the  Pensaeola  Bends,  was 

re^dti  third  time.     On  the  question  of  its  pltssage,  tbe  ay«a  md 

noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Blnrieit,  were  as  Aillows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  BMtle,  fttadtburti,  Bry- 
an,  Daicy,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Eltautdi,  Haddock^  Lancaaier^ 
Long,  Pent,  Steele.  Tabor.  Westcott  and  WlHiaiofr— 17. 

Nay^ — Messrs.  Dell,  Keify,  Malone.  McKfainon  andStephena 
—5. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock* 


THURSMTf  24th  February,  IMS. 

The  bouse  met  pursuant  to  adiouramenti  and  the  Jouraal  dT 
yesterdav's  proceeoings  was  read. 
Mr.  Dell  mored  to  change  his  yote  givra  on  yesterday^  on 
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IhefiMl  {Nmageof  the  Reflotution  of  Mr.  hoog^  fitm  the  n^gti* 
livt  to  the  affifiMtiva ; 

Whieh  molioQ  prevailed. 

Mn  Dancy  moved  that  the  vote  given  on  ye8terday»  on  the 
paisaiie  of  a  bill  to  be  eatitled,  kn  Act  to  amend  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  ofApalachicola  be  reconsidered; 

Which  motioB  was  lost. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  Hii  Excellency 
the  Governor: 

TAUJifUesEB  32d  February,  1849. 
To  the  LegidaUve  Council  of  Florida; 

Gen TLEM BB^— I  respectfully  iavlle  yo«f  attention  to  the  «n- 
seltled  qnestion  of  boundary  which  has  been  so  long  depending 
between  this  Territory,  and  the  Stale  of  Georgia*  [  am  inform- 
od  tlMt  the  Laodaeaibra^  witUn  dw  fractional  Surveys  north 
of  the  Line  e^ublished  by  the  United  Stales,  as  the  true  bonn^ 
4ary^  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  aathovities  of  the  State  of 
Oeorgiay  an^  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  extend  tbe  jurio- 
diction  c(  the  State  sooth  of  this  line.  The  claim  which  Georgior 
at  one  time  presented  to  a  portion  of  the  land  south  of  the  lin«  et 
demarcation,  appears  to  have  been  abandoned,  and  her  acqui- 
^  escence  in  what  we  claim  as  the  proper  bounday,  might  seem 
to  render  any  action  on  the  subject  unnecessary.  But  many  of 
our  cititens  having  by  actual  bettlement,  acquired  a  preemptive 
right,  to  the  land  south  of,  and  bordering  on  that  line,  and  die 
Government  of  the  United  States  having  directed  those  lands  to 
be  withheld  from  sale  until  the  bouodery  shall  have  been  perma- 
nently  settled,  they  have  a  deep  and  immediate  interest  in  the 
question.  I  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  passing  a  Keso- 
lotion  calling  tbe  attention  of  our  del^ate  in  Congress  to  the 
subject,  and  requesthig  him  to  adopt  the  neoesaary  measures  tor 
cause  a  Unal  adjustment  of  tbe  boundary*        RespecthiHyt 

R.  K.  CALL. 

f^ch  was'usad,  and  relferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Territory,  with  instrcictions  to  report  thereon  forthwith. 
Also,  received  from  His  Excellency  the  GtovenMnr  the  follow* 
ing  nominations : 

For  the  County  of  Santa  /Zoso^Robert  ilfcKlmioii,  Judge 
otthe  County  Court;  Joseph  Forsyth,  William  B.  Gaines,  Jere- 
miah Savil,  Richard  Yaughan,  Hugh  Mc€all  aadReili  JlfaMfl^^ 
Ian,  Justices  of  Peace. 

For  the  County  of  £!^canMa^W.  J.  Kelly,  Justice  of  tfas 
Peace. 

Which  were  ordered  to  he  pieced  among  the  ovdera  of  the 


Lon^,  pursuant  to  pevbus  notice,  obtained  lettve  to  in^ 
troduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  snepeod  the  sale  of  pso*^ 
pertgr  tmder  Exeeutlon  under  eertain  oondidone ; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis,  without  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Apalachicola ; 

Which  was  read  the  tirst  and  second  time,  and  ordered  for. 
to-morrow, 

Mr.  Kelly,  without  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  tlie  act  in* 
corporating  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com*^ 
mittee; 

^fessrs.  Kelly,  Ernest,  McKinnon  and  Westcott,  were  ap* 
pointed  that  Committee. 

JIfr.  Lewis  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  sonne  future  day,. 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Apakchicok 
Transportation  Company. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  Aa 
Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks  to  collect  debts  due  t.*ierefrom< 
out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful  money ;  said  bill  faavii^  pass- 
ed the  iSSenate  without  amendment. 

Mr.  McRaeny,  from  the  Conimittee  on  Claims,  o&red  the 
following  Report: 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts 

of  Thomas  S.  Brown,  John  M .  Fontane,  and  Alexander  Wat* 

son, 

REPORT: 


That  they  have  bad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  the* 
acooants  having  been  made  out  against  the  United  States,  the 
Committee  deem  any  action  thereon  unnecessary,  and  ask  to  ba 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

D.'ikfcRAENY;  Chairman. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  documents  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dancy,  Blackburn  and 
Steele. 

Alao  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
•f  Walker  Anderson,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
believe  the  name  to  be  just  and  correct,  and  REPORT  the  fd* 
kwiog  bill.  D.  McRAENY,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Claims. 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  subject  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  similar  claims. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was 
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ireferred  the  petition  of  nuodry  citizens  of  fesramliia  (<^(]b 
priiying  that  a  charter  sbontfl  be  .^ranted  Jphi^  A-*  Pf^^  to 
erect  a  Toll  Bridjge  i^cro^s  £9can>bia  River,  bave  jbi^4  tb$,ri|me 
under  consider^tioa,  and  report  the  fol Wine  bill  as^  tbe^  x^ult  of 
their  deliberations.  W.  TABDR,  .  CM^piftn: , 

,     Comrniitee  jnteroal  ImproY§niW9tiN,u 

Which  was  concurred  in.  and, tbg .reported  bilJt  r^^dith^, first 

and  tecond  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  ordered  for  to* 

tnorrowt    .  .).,•'.•..   4.    v  .    .-  ..'-    :w 

Mr.  Dancy,  from  the  Committee  on  the  ATiIitiay  made  the 

following  Report,  viz:  v   .  k  j  : 

The  committee  on  the  Militia  towbpip  wjG^s  referred  a^rci^oliltion 

of  itiis  House  directing  tbe^  tqenquii^  into  the  exp^odieiicy 

ofapplyiDg  to  CoDffre^s  (bran  act  .authorizing  tbejicopleof 

iF'Ibrida  to  elec^  the  firigadier's .  Geni^i^l  fi>r  tbis^  Terntpry* 

We  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT} , 

That  tbey  consider  that  the  desperate  condition  of  the  Militia 
ef  this  Territory,  and  its  perfect  state  of  disorganisation  is  main- 
ly to  be  attributed  to  the  manner  in  which  those  officers  ^re 
now  commissioned,  being  beyond  the  reach  of  any  authority 
in  this  Territory,  and  responsible  alone  to  tlie  Government  of 
the  United  States,  they  have  no  incentive  to  prompt  tbem  tp  the 
faithful  dischai'ge  of  their  dntes,  and  withodt  efficient  heads  .^or 
the  different  brigades  of  this  Territory,  alt  laws  that  may  be  p^^ 
sed  in  reference  to  the  Militia  will  as  they  have  done  prove 
entirely  nugatory.       ,      .     .       .  ^^  ,.        .,  ,;  .,,.,. 

They  have  therefore  instructed  roe  to  offer  the  ibllowiiig  reso* 

'  Resolved^  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  req^est^  to 
use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  an  act  ot  Congr:es^  au^hprniAS 
the  Militia  composing  the  different  Brigades  |p  this  Territory 
to  elect  by  Ballot  their  respective  Brig^dieir's  Qeper^l1^ 

F.L.  DAN.CTj_.. 

,  ;,  ,  ,  ,,     ....  .  _  .V        .  .-Cbaifinsji, 

Which  was  concurred  jp,  anjd  the^.reijplrtlon.wjpptpd.  i.  ^i  ^i 
Mr.  McRaeny,  from  a  Sefect  Committee,  made  the  idlowing 

Rerort:  ,     .-    .      .  ,...   .  u..  ..^ 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act  to^^Qe 
titlecL  An  Act  to  iiQgulate  the  mode  of  appointing  Pilota  for  the 
Ports  or  Port  Leon  and  St.  JRfarkS, 

RBSH^ftT:' 

That  thejr  have  had  the  sam^  under  Consicleration,  and  deem 
aqy  change  in  the  law  now  in  force,  unnecessary  and  impoUtic^ 
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and  ask  to  be  ^Hcharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
mibject.  D.  McRAENY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  resolution  respecting 
the  adoption  ot  means  to  prevent  the  running  off  of  property 
mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  Faith  Bonds,  which  origi- 
nated in  the  House,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  lollowing  Committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
viz:  ATessrs.  Lancaster, Stephens,  Westcolt,  Battle  and  Tabor. 

Ordered^  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resoked,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
establish  the  rate  of  pay  for  the  printer  to  this  House,  agi^eably 
to  a  resolutidn  of  the  House,  passed  on  the  5th  day  of  January 
last,  and  report  to  the  House  lor  its  final  action. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Steele*  Elzaurdi  and  Lan« 
caster  were  appointed  that  Committee. 

A  resolution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Ernest  on  a  former  day,  asking 
of  Congress  an  appropriation  for  the  fortification  of  the  Bay  of 
St.  Andrews ; 

Also,  a  resolution  on  the  same  subject,  offered  by  ilfr.  Tabor, 
were  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Blackburn  on  a  former  day,  rela- 
tive to  the  introduction  of  new  business  in  the  House  auer  the 
1st  day  of  March  next,  was  read  a  third  time  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an 
act  therein  named,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Stephens 
in  the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
holding  an  Election.for  Delegate  to  Congress  from  the  Territory 
ry  of  Florida,  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives and  certain  other  oflicers.  After  some  time  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  ^to  sit  again; 
which  was  concurred  m. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Kelly  in 
the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min G.  Thornton.  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose  and 
by  their  chairman  reported  a  sabstitute  for  said  bill,  which  re- 
port was  concurred  in,  and  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Arnou,  were  as 
follows : 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackbam, 
Bryan,  Dancy,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lew- 
is.  Long,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Dell,.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Malone,  McKinnoo, 
McRaeny,  Pent  and  Stephens,  8. 
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The  following  nominations  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
were  advised  and  consented  to :. 

Far  ike  County  of  CdUumn — L.  M.  Stone,  Judge  of  the 
County  Court;  Thomas  J.  Whaley,  Amos  Browne,  James 
Nolls,  James  Roach,  John  Richards,  Wm  Bryce,  seii.  arid 
Isaac  H*  Stone,  Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  Alexander  McColpin,  - 
Mehemiah  Hayden,  Auctioneers ;  Warham  Cromwell,  Jesse 
Potts  and  James  Roach,  Notaries  Public ;  David  Webster, 
James  S.  Barber,  Nehemiah  Ifayden,  Warham  Cromwell  and 
Allen  Kennedy,  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  St.  Joseph ;  * 
Francis  Arnou,  Weigher  of  Cotton  for  lola  ;  William  Camp- 
bell* Inspector  of  Lumber  for  St.  Josephs. 

For  ike  County  of  Santa  Rosa — Robert  McKinnon,  Judge 
of  the  County  Uourt ;  Joseph  Forsyth,  William  B.  Gaines, 
Jeremiah  Savil,  Richard  Vaughan,  Hugh  McCall,  Neill  itfc- 
JUillan,  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

For  the  County  of  Escambia — ^William  W.  Kelly,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

A  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ernest,  asking  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  of  three  members  to  report  a  Compensation 
Bill  for  the  officers  and  other  expenditures  of  the  present  Coun- 
cil, was  read  and  adopted. 

Messrs.  Ernest,  Westcott  and  Lancaster,  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  Resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  select  committee  to  report  a  Com- 
pensation Bill,  was  again  read  and  adopted.  Ordered  that  the 
same  be  certified  to  the  Smate. 

A  Bill  to.be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  School 
Lands,  he.  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  tor  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  constituting  a  Board  of  Port 
Wardens  for  the  Port  of  lola,  in  Calhoun  County,  was  read  a 
third  time.  On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Arnou,  were 
as  lollows : 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  ilfessrs.  Arnou,  Blackourn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Eliaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Long,  Steele,  and 
Tabor,  12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Malone, 
McKinnon,  Pent  and  Stephens,  8. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 
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Fbidat,  25tb  Februar|r»  1842, 

The  House  met  parsaant  to  adloarament,  and  the  Journal  of 
tbephxsbediog^of  y^iterday  Was  read* 

^Oet  m6tioD  of  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Elzaurdi  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence aft^  t6*day,  for  the  balance  of  the  session. 

'  Mr.'LewiSt  pursuant  U>  previous  ncAice,  obtained  leave  to  in* 
troduce  iTbiUtobeenthled  an  ilct  to  incorporate  the  Apalachi* 
cola  Transportation  Company ;  which  was  read,  the  first  tim^ 
and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day» 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  lo  establish  in 
the  city  of  Apalachicola,  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Mr.  Dancy,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  now  in  force,  regulating  the  partition  of  property. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  a  Fill  which  originated 
in  the  House,  ahd  which  had  passed  the  Senate  as  amended, 
enlftted  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  mcorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts 
r^pectihg  said  Bank,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  afiairs  of 
said  Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable. 
''The  seVefral  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.' Westcott  moved  an  anfiendment  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Sendte.ln  the  following  words  j 

Sio.  20.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  said  Directors,  in  the  se(« 
tlemeiit  of  any^of  tbedebcs  to  said  Bank  may,  if  they  deem  the  inter* 
esfesof  the  said  eofrporatioQ  kdlaw  the  same,  receive  io  satisfaction  any 
liability  of  said  Bank,  whether  the  same  is  due  or  not,  provided,  if  the 
samebe  not  due,  a  rebate  of  interest  till  the  time  it  may  become  doe 
at  8. per  cent,  per  annum  shall  be  made,  unless  such  liability  bears  a 
less  rate  of  ibtereiBt,  in  which  case  the  rebate  shall  be  at  the  rate  it 
bears;  and  provided,  also,  (hat  if  any  stockholdrr  of  said  Bank  shall 
oAer  in  discharge  of  any  debt  he  may  owe  the  Bank,  or  any  part 
thereof,.any  of  the  aforesaid  Terriiorial  Bonds,  if  he  gaie  therefor 
le^' than  90  per  cedt.  of  the  amount  thereof,  he  shall  be  credited  but 
tHiff rice'he  gave  therefQr,'and  ten  per  cent,  additional;  and  in  esti. 
mating  the  amount  paid  for  such  bond,  the  difference  of  exchange  in' 
specie^fands  shall  be  allowed  jflhe  same  was  paid  elsewhere  dian  at 
Tallahassee.  "  '     ' 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  proposed  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  navs  being  calledjby  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Ste* 
phens,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dan- 
cy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Mo* 
Raeny,Pent,  Steele,  Tabor  and  Westcott,  16.' 
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Nays;— Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malone,  McKin- 
non,  Stephens,  7. 

So  tlie  amendment  passed.  Ordered  that  the  same  be  certi* 
fied  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tabor,  without  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to  intro« 
duce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  Uni* 
versity  Lands ;  which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stephens,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  Aa  Act  to  incorporate  tha  St. 
Andrew's  Bay  Land  Company. 

Which  was  rc^d  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow* 

Mr*  Tabor,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  le- 
ferred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cooper,  praying  the  light  to  es« 
tablish  a  Perrv  acioss  the  Escambia  river,  at  a  place  commonly 
called  Durand  s  BluS,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  respectfully  ask  leave  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.  W^  TABOR,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

WhicK  report  was  concurred  in,  the  reported  bill  read  a  sec* 
ond  lime,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  foU 
lowing  report :  ^ 

The  Uommittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  **a  ' 
Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  open 
accounts/' 

REPORT, 

That  a  deliberate  examination  of  said  bill,  and  reflection  upon , 
th^, probable  effect  and  operation  of  its  provisions^  has  induced  , 
tfe  opinion  that  the  enactment  of  the  same  into  a  law  would  be;^ 
upwise  and  ii^udicious. 

Those  provisions  in  terms  only  operate  in  favor  of  a  pliiinUff ;: 
whose  claim  is  founded  on   book  account,  and  a  defeodant» 
wnose  set  off  is  of  the  same  character,  could  not  avail  himself  of ; 
its  advantages.     This  is  unequal  and  un|ust.     Again,  the  novel 
and  arbitrary  rules  of  evidence  it  establishes,  by  which  a  Court : 
and  Jury  mu<st  be  goveitned  and  contro  led  in  every  case  where 
such  law  would  apply,  and  unaer  all  circumstances,  without  any 
reservation   or  qualificatiouj  it  is  to  be  feared  would  in  maiiy 
instances  have  an  injurious  and  unjust  effect ;  and,  the  require-, 
ment  of  an  oath  of  specific  form  and  in  specific  words  (as  jn 
this  bill  is  prescribed)  which  in  many  cases  would  be  inapplica- 
blej^  and  in  others  could  not  be  compli^  witht  we  regard  as  im- 
polnlc*  '  The  sound  policy  of  such  law  upon  general  principles 
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we  do  not  discover.  May  it  not  create  temptations  to  the  sim- 
ulation ef  book  accounts,  and  the  making  of  books,  to  be  subse- 
quently supported  by  ttie  oath  of  reckless  party,  especially 
against  the  estates  of  decedants,  who  cannot  deny  or  disprove 
such  books  f  And,  will  not  the  privilege  allowed  the  defendant 
of  swearing  in  opposition  to  the  plaintiff,  lead  to  a  practice  of 
swearing  and  counter  and  cross  swearing,  and  result  in  repeat* 
ed  cases  of  perjury  f  Wherefore  make  every  Court  of  comroon 
law,  from  Justices  of  the  Peace,  upward^  Courts  of  Chancery, 
to  entertain  parol  bills  of  discovery?  A  party,  if  be  finds  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  his  proofs,  can  in  any  case  resort  to  the  fa- 
cile measure  of  a  bill  for  discovery,  not  in  Florida  either  expen- 
sive or  diSicult.  But  why  if  the  principle  and  policy  of  the 
law  be  sound,  should  it  be  limited  to  accounts  not  exceeding  in 
amount  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Regarding  the  bill  as 
pernicious  in  its  effects,  the  Committee  report  against  its  enact- 
ment. Persons  who  keep  books  by  the  exercise  of  that  ordina- 
ry prudence,  caution  and  care,  which  all  should  observe  in  their 
dealings,  can  easily  provide  against  loss  from  debtors  disputing 
their  books  and  accounts.  Their  Clerk,  if  they  have  any,  can 
prove  their  accounts,  or  books  in  most  cases :  if  he  is  dead,  his 
hand  writing  can  be  proved  ;  and  if  they  have  had  no  clerk  such 
fact  can  be  proved,  and  the  books  verified  by  other  persons  who 
have  settled  by  them,  and  found  them  just  and  correct;  and  by 
proof  of  the  truth  of  some  of  the  entries,  and  ofthe  correctness 
of  some  of  the  items  charged  ;  ami  if  the  party  is  of  good  repu- 
tation for  integrity,  a  Jury  are  justified  in  receiving  the  books 
as  proof  of  the  account.  If  the  party  is  not  of  good  character, 
his  own  entries  in  his  book  unsupported  by  other  evidence,  or 
sustained  only  by  his  own  oath,  should  not  be  taken  as  ^^gockl 
evidence''  as  the  hill  provides.  And,  no  law  should  be  enacted 
to  encourage  negligence  and  carelessness  and  remedy  iu  effects. 
The  Committee  have  drafled  a  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill 
referred  to  them  confirmatory  of  the  law  as  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals  on  this  sutyect,  which  they  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  if  any  should  be  deemed  necessary  on 
this  subject. 

The  bill  submitted  is  <^  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  books  of  account  in  evidence.'' 
By  order  of  Committee, 
JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr.  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  the  reported  bill  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
Also  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  t  bin. 
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to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  give  certain  powers  to  the  County 
Courts^ 

REPORT : 

That  the  first  section  of  said  bill  proposes  to  give  the  Judges 
of  the  several  County  Courts  in  their  respective  Counties^  pow- 
er to  appoint  a  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  Sheriff,  or  Coroner, 
of  the  County,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise.  The  Committee  do  not  deem  this  a  proper  or  safe 
investiture  of  power  in  such  judicial  officer,  even  if  i|  was  legal. 
The  act  of  Congress  gives  the  privilege  of  electing  these  officers 
to  the  People,  and  the  Territorial  Legislature  have  prescribed 
the  mode  df  election  and  the  term  of  office.  The  laws  now  in 
force  sufficiently  provide  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  such  officers  in  case  of  a  vacancy  till  a  new  election  is  held, 
which,  if  the  Judge  does  his  duty,  can  be  at  most  but  a  few 
weeks  after  the  vacancy  occurs.  This  bill  seems  to  be  intended 
to  invest  the  County  Judge  with  the  power  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
not  ad  interim^  but  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  the  old  officer. 
Judicial  officers  should  never  be  clothed  with  political  power. 
It  tends  to  corruption,  or  at  least  to  degradation  of  the  office* 
Give  the  County  Judges  such  power,  and  in  many  Counties  we 
fihall  see  the  judicial  ermine  daggling  in  the  mire  of  party  poli- 
tics without  restraint.  If  would  even  be  less  objectionable  is 
case  of  a  vacancv  in  the  office  of  County  Judge,  to  give  the 
Clerk,  or  Sherifi,  or  Coroner,  power  to  appoint  his  successor* 
and  less  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  Congress  above 
alluded  to. 

The  second  section  provides  that  in  the  absence  of  a  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court,  the  County  Judge  may  issue  writs  of 
*'QueoB-tiroet"  ."ne  exeat*"  "sequestration"  and  *Mnjunciion"  re- 
turnable to  tl  e  Superior  Court  and  to  receive  ten  dollars  for 
such  service ! 

Such  law  would  be  most  pernicious  in  its  effect.  To  entrust 
these  important  powers  cautiously  exercised  by  the  most  learned 
and  elevated  Judges  and  Chancellors  to  these  Courts  as  at  present 
constituted  and  organized  would  be  highly  dangerons  for  many 
reasons  not  necessary  to  enumerate.  With  this  bill  a  law,  the 
Judges  of  the  County  CourU  would  be  invested  with  politi- 
,  cal  and  Judicial  power  of  the  most  plenary  characler,'-^vastly 
superior  to  those  possessed  by  any  other  functionary  in  Florida* 
Executive  or  Judicial,  and  this  too  without  restraint  against,  or 
remedy  for,  its  abuse  to  any  injured  party  of  corresponding  et> 
ficacv. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  fiet  passed. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  jr.  Chairman. 

Wbieb  report  was  concurred  in» 
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Alio  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  oq  the  Judietary,  to  wfaon  wai  referred  i 
bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  leyeral  acts  relatiw 
to  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  report  tbe  same  without  amenif 
meat  J.  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jn  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concnrred  in — the  bill  again  r^d  and  pass* 
ed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  C^hairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  a  bJB 
entitled  an  Act  relating  to  executors  and  administrators,  6ul 
which  bill  had  been  referred  to  said  committee. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  inade 
tbe  following  report : 

Tbe  Committee  on  Elnrolled  Bills,  have  instructed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled — 

^n  act  to  repeal  an  act  providing  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
records  ol  the  County  of  Mosquito,  and  other  pusposes,  approved 
February  2d«  1838 ;'  also. 

An  act  to  enable  creditors  of  Banks  to  collect  debts  du0 
therefrom  out  cfthe  assets  thereof  in  lawful  money  ;  ^Iso, 

A  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  appro^ 
priation  for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  constructing  a  road  from 
Tallahassee  to  tola,  on  the  Apalachicola  River;  also, 

A  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  oropenini;^  and  constructing  a  road  irooi 
the  town  of  Quincv  in  the  County  of  Gadsden,  to  some  point  on 
the  Apalachicola  Bay  or  River ;  also, 

An  act  to  auihorisc  John  R.  Chapman  to  build  a  bridge  or 
^establish  a  fen y  across  the  Chipol^  river  in  Jacksor.  County. 

Also  a  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  ap- 
(propriation  for  the  purpose  ofcoq'structing  a  road  from  St.  Au- 
gustine to  Palatka,  on  the  St.  John's  River. 

SAMX.  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Enrofl^if  61II& 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dancy,  from  the  Select  Commfttee  appofnted*;  nhitde  ^ 
following  Report : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  Was  referred  the  account^  of 

n^alker  Anderson  and  other  Commissioners,  ahif  Thomas  flL 

Brown,  Clerk,  for  aervices  rendered  in  investigathilg  tMs  Bhnfs 

^f  tfaii  Territory  for  the  year  1840;  have  liatl  the  sluii^  itt^ 

consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT* 

The  following  preamble  tad  mfblotion,  to  wit : 
Wbere^  th?  Seaata  of  the  United  Statei  did*  on  tbe  S9th 
December,  1889,  pass  resolutkmi,  calling  on  the  Ooveitoftr 
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ia^Fmtli§n(  ia  refeieooe  to  the  vmocn  hinkkig  ioKlilUlioQV  of 
this  Territory  s  And  whereas,  said  infiirnoatidD  eould  not  bo 
obtfined,  wUhout  a  full  iovest^ii^tipD  of 'the  affairs  of  Said  ittiti* 
tutioDs:  And  whereasi  the  Oovemor,  in  order  the  more  satit^ 
lactorilyr.U)  cocnply  with  the  maDdaie  of  the  Semtie  of  the  Um^ 
ted  States,  did  appoint  certain  persons  ns  Cenunissioners,  tor 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  affairs  of  said*  banking  institu- 
tions :  .  And  whereas,  said  commissioners,  in  compliance  with 
histmctions,  did  make  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  and  re- 
|k)rt  of  the  same :  And  whereas,  your  Committee  are  of  the 
opinibti,  that  the  expenses  of  tb^  investigation  should  properly 
be  paid  by  the  United  Stat^  Government.  The  Committed 
therefore  recommend  thslt  the  claims  be  returnied  to  their  re- 
sp^btive  claimiLbts,  and  that  ihey  be  recommended  to  forward 
the  same  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress  for  collection.  The  Com- 
htitt^e  would,  likewise  recottmend  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Retolv6d  by  the  Governor  aiid  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Jertitory  of  Florida,  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be 
requested  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  payment 
from  th  etJnited  States  of  the  claims  of  Walker  Anderson,  Al- 
exander Watson,  and  Johti  M.  Fontane,  Commissioners,  and 
"Thos.  S.  Brown,  as  Clerk,  for  services  rendered,  in  making  the 
investigation  of  the  fianks  of  this  Territory,  under  a  call  for  in- 
iformation  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  iStates. 

Resohed  further.  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion be  properly  certified  by  tne  Clerk,  tnd  forwarded  without 
delay,  to  the  H!on.  David  Levy,  Defegate  in  Congress. 

F.  L.  DANCY,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An 
A6t  to  organise  isind  regulate  the  Militia  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  same;  with 
the  fallowing  message : 

Th^  iLnriendments  of  the  House  concurred  in,  except  those  to 
the  5th  and  6th  sections*  (Attest) 

J.  g.  ROBINSON,  Secretary  Senate. 

ifhich  amendments  were  read. 

A  motion  Wa^  made  by  Mr.  Dancy^  that  the  House  recede 
add  a(k:ept  the  Senators  amendments; 

Which   motion  prevailed; 

Ordered,  thai  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate* 

The  House  also  received  Irom  the  Senate  ns  passed  by  that 
body  without  amendment,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  relat- 
ing to  piinishment  of  ofiences  not  heretofore  designaiec[« 

Also  a  resolution  on  the  adjijurnmeui  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Legislative  Council  on  the  5th  Msivch  next,  sine  diSj  which  was 
adopted  by  the  S^pa.t^,    .,, 
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t^  *uiidry  petHiDb«,  m^de  the  fotloWin^  lte{k>rt :  \ 

-  Tbe  Select  Cortiriiittee  t6  whum  was  referred  the  peihwd  of 
William  Rogers,  Ffaocts  R;  Sanchez,  and  Jameri  L.  ToWtisend^ 
and  others,  in  behalf  of  John  M.  Hanson,  atid  otberti,  abretietf  oi 
Dean  P.  Brymt  find  John  McMnllin^ 
REPORT: 
That  all  of  the  cases  above  referred  to  are  cases  of  applicatioo 
in  behalfof sureties  for  defendants  in  criminal  prosecutions,  who 
entered  into  recognizance  for  their  appearance  to^answer  to  the 
diarge  made  against  them,  and  then  failed  to  appear,  whereby 
the  lecognizance  became  forfeited,  and  the  sureties  have  been 

8'  rosiecilted,  and  they  now  pray  the  Legislature  to  discharge 
lem. 

The  Committee  conceive  the  Legislature  is  not  the  proper 
tribunal  to  decide  this  matter.  The  parties  must  first  apply  to 
the  Court  for  relief.  If  refused  unjustly  and  arbitrarily,  (\j  snch 
casecoiifd  be  supposed.)  the  Executive  is  the  nett  and  last  re- 
Sf>rL  He  can  interfere  in  the  exercise  of  his  powerof  pardon. 
The  power  of  releasing  such  sureties  is  incident  to,  and  invol- 
ved in  the  broader  and  more  general  authoritv  of  pardon.  Tliio 
Executive,  h  is  to  he  presumed,  would  not  shrink  from  the  exer* 
ctse  of  its  responsibilities  in  a  proper  case. 

The  commiUee  iherefore  propose  the folloviring  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions  aforesaid,  with  a  copy  of  this 
report  and  resolution  be  submitted  to  hisf  Excellenqr  the  Gk>v- 
ernor  for  his  action  thfteon.  ISAAC  L.  6ATTLE, 

Chairman  &lect  Committee. 

Which  i'eport  irad  concurred  in,  ^nd  the  reaeloiion  adopted. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  inarease  tlie^feet  of 
Jailbrs,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passefL  Ordered^  that  the 
title  be  as  stated.. 

The  House  went  into  Committecf  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Ste- 
phens in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  be 
ieintitied.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  holding  an  election  for  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  mehibers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
seniatived,  and  certaib  other  officers,  ^fter  some  time  sfent 
the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  a  substi- 
tute for  said  bill;  which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  die  bill 
substituted  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  Suspend  the  sale  of  property 
under 'execution,  dnder  certain  conditions. 

Which  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Hodse  wbnt  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr,  Kelly  io 
the  CHail-,  on  a  bifl  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  ireapajses 
n{k>n  the  School  Lands,  and  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed 
upon  the  tubject  of  the  IBth  sections  in  the  Terrftorv  of  Flori- 
da. After  some  time  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  dieir  Chair* 
main  reported  the  substitute  for  ^d  bill. 
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Whidi  npoft  wis  eoocarrod  io,  Ite  •obtlitated  bSl  vMi,  and 
4>tfderpd  to  be  en^mMMd  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 
The  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  3  o'clock* 

HALF  PAST   S  p'CLOAK. 

There  being  no  cjuorpm  present,  the  House  adjourned  until 
to-mprrow,  Juo'idock. 


@4.T|R|tQifT,  Wk  Feb?wry,  1942. 


Tlie  I|ouse  met  pursuant  ^o  acKpurnmenf,  and  the  Journal  qf 
yegterc^av's  proceedings  was  read. 

The  Qovpjrnor  trj|nsmiued  ^o  thp  Hpi^s^  the  fqliowipg  ip^* 
sage* 

.    TAiJU4^4WWf  25tb  F^l^.  IP*?.  . 
^V  <i^  fy^jilative  Qotfncjil  of  Ffanda  s 

I  prj^seot  4f»reirft|i  a  cppy  f>f  »  l^ttef  (rop»  thp  Pn^id^  of  thp 

§^q1^  of  the  \Jaiipd  Ptatfis,  in  ^wjBjr  to  n  letter  of  OHIie  of  tde  97t)i 
ovpqpil^r  fast  to  (^  ^d  to  )Ybipb  f  fejU^^iP^fM^b^  inyite  tb«  at^PtiQP 
!?frtt^l^«Mv?^p|ii^cil.  ]^  K*  C^U4^  . 

B^iL  4ir  T9II  TJioTw  States, 
PMtf^ielphHh  *w.  ISr  IW** 

^ur-rl  bad  the  hf^^or  pf  reQeiying  ywur  l^u^  pf  the  a7tii  Novem^ 
W.  I  regriQltpd  to  l^ra  tha^  ^e  ppjqipn  q|  thq  3pUpitpr  of  tUp 
Bapk^  vl^ip^  I  trapsmiHield  to  you  spme  tia^  ^gp,  on  the  fllbjeot  pf  thp 
Qmv^  for  a  f^fpnd  9f  the  ipf^fpat  pa^^  hy  tl^e  agp^pt  of  ttie  3aok  Qf  the 
piilf^d  Stat^  ip  J^jppdup,  00  perxs^a  BppcU  guaraoocd  by  the  Tfini- 
tpry  pf  ;|?lof  jd«,»  had  ap^  prodpped  any  f^at^jai  cbaMgfs  m  Uie  opinion 
whfch  you  bad  e^pres^ed  in  your  letter  pf  ib§  24tb  July  laft.  The 
poard  of  Dircictors,  bow^ver,  siill  indqlge  ^b?  hPPP  tbat  the  Le^la*  - 
jiiv^  Councij,  {is  >¥  dl  as  yot|c^|f,  wU|,  ^^er  o|ore  apcur^te  |uiowledg9 
of  ppiQQfact^  with  i^bich  vou^enfi  b^t  ii|iper(iE)ctiy  i^<^vi^iaed»  ^Ufl 
upon  full  coDsiderauoB  of  the  case,  become  satisfied,  pf  tbp  ji|SUP9  of 
tl}p.c)i|ioi.  , 

*tm  4p|fiy  f^l^ich  h^  99CMf»ad  in  ftpknpwledging  the  receipt  of 
jfour  Ifil^r,  ha^  bie^a  oci^a^n^d  by  qny  anxjpu9  flesire  to  get  all  thp 
lo^fin^'p  I  possibly  cpu)fl»  ^  relation  tp  the  f^Tera)  matters  ei»- 
mfj^  if  yoi^r  inguufietf.  \  have  ^pMO  qp,  ^d  I  pow  preeeat  tbP 
fpUpyf ing  Bfateinppl^  and  romarl^ ; 

1.  Thpfeif  pp  epdorsem^nt  pp  fbe  ^500,000  Pfio^acela  Beak 
^pQ^  R^f^pt  that  ot  the  Tcirritory  of  Florida,  pmluog  them  fMiyaUe 
io  fcsorer,' guaranteeing  the  payment  of  tbe  principiU  fuid  inte^esty  and 
r  thpfailb  of  tiffi  'ferfitpry  for  their  re-ipibprseoipat. 


^.  Thfi)  m^^rtft  op  tl^e^  Boi:^  iq  payable*  agreeably  to  their  te^ 
Rft^/^  f'^jil^^  n^m^p  by  the  Bapk  pf  Pxo^acK^a^  which  Bank  ank 
.JWlliffla  llftff :?C  IM  PsJJai  §»^  »  ^  pla«e  pf  payment*  and 
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}tb«QMdLordiiU«itadSlat«tagMtdlfoiiiaiit  tlmwmomaXi^Sinifmtft 
when  recQW«d,  lo  Momrv.  Qowin  Ac  Men^  «f  Loodao.  ▲  pn^ladl 
copy  of  the  agreement  ig  herewicb  tranaimtM* 

8.  The  Bdukof  the  Uuited  States  was  never  a  bolder  of  these 
Bonds,  and  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  their  purchase  or  sale, 
either  in  the  fJnited  Stutes  or  Europe. 

4*  The  books  of  this  Bank  do  nut  ennble  me  to  say  whether  Qor 
agent  in  London,  was,  or  was  not,  a  member  of  the  **Peusacola  As* 
sociation,"  or  a  sharebokler  in  the  Bank  of  Pensacela.  I  deem  it^ 
however,  an  act  of  justice  to  himi  mad  to  this  Bank,  to  mention  the 
facts  connected  with  the  two  payments  of  imerest,  for  which  we  are 
DOW  expecting  reMmhursemen^  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida.  The  first  payment  of  this  sort  by  our  Loodon  agent, 
was  in  hehalf  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  interest  which  fell 
due  in  October,  1889,  on  bonds  of  that  State,  and  yrhieh  had  always 
heretofore  been  paid  by  ttie  Planters*  Bank  of  Mississippi,  it  appeared 
hi^d  not  been  paid  in  New  York,  and  the  Phoenix  Bank  of  New 
York,  which  was  under  an  agreement  to  remit  to  London  the  inter* 
est  when  received,  had  therefore  not  made  any  provision  for  the  pay* 
ment  in  London.  Our  London  agent  was  then  called  upon  by  soma 
of  the  leading  houses  mterested  in  American  business,  who  unites!  m 
the  opinion,  that  it  was  extremely  important  that  the  honor  ei  the 
State  should  be  protected,  by  an  interference  in  its  behall.  In  cnoae- 
quenoe  he  advanced  in  Jdnuaryt  1840,  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
peymiratof  ibis  interest,  not  doubting  that  when  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi  met,  provision  for  payment  would  promptly  be  made. 

In  April,  1840,  three  months  afterwards,  a  similar  state  of  faete^ 
was  found  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  Florida  Bonds.  The  Bank  of 
Venaacola  having  failed  to  provide  the  interest  due  in  January,  184Q, 
end  payable  in  London,  in  about  three  months  afterwards,  accordipg 
to  the  usual  course  of  remittances,  our  London  agent,  influenced  by 
what  had  already  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  Mississippi  interest  in 
January,  urged  by  eminent  houses  in  London,  and  on  the  continent, 
and  guided  also  by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Directors  of  this  Bank, 
who  was  then  in  London,  on  a  special  mission,  interposed^  aad  paid 
the  interest,  f  »r  the  honor  of  Florida,  under  the  same  confidence  that 
the  Legislature  would  repay  the  advance  when  called  upon.  This 
payment,  made  on  the  11th  April,  1840,  constituted  our  first  claim 
«n  the  Territory. 

The  second  payment  for  the  honor  of  Florida,  was  m^de  in  X^on- 
4on,  on  the  82d  October,  1840— being  for  the  interest*due  in  July 
<preoeding.  This  payment  was  made  in  the  absence  of  our  agent 
•A^otn  London,  and  under  express  instructions  given  by  this  Bank,  in  » 
letter  wvitten  in  the  month  of  September  of  thai  year.  The  Bank 
thus  formally  approved  the  motives  which  had  influenced  its  London 
4gent  in  making  the  former  payments,  and  gave  another  evidence  of 
its  desire  to  protect  the  honor,  and  of  its  rehance  on  the  guarantee  of 
the  Territory  of  iPkirida. 

It  is  plain  from  what  I  have  stated,  that  the  Bank  of  the  Vnited 
BtatoM  had  entire  eonfidence  in  the  Ualnlity  of  the  Territory  of  Ptori. 
4th  for  thepemftual  payment  of  the  interest  on  th^  bqnds  hi  qtiestloii. 
1%at  -copfidtoce  -wa^  iti^i!NDd  by  ^e  tenor  of  W  Bonds  thems^ve^. 
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It  wiiUdseeniiaidlypoMbktoiiteUi^piftgeiii^  clfMur  and  esftti» 
Oi  QQ  lli^  jpoiat,  tb»o  is  used  by  the  Govarqoor  of  the  Territory  in  hi* 
#  dortemeot  on  tiieee  Boadt.  It  was  in  the  full  pevsqasion  of  the 
direct  responsibiUiy  of  ^he  Terrrtory,  that  the  Bonds  were  purchaaedy 
both  in  thia  country  and  in  Europe;  and  no  other  proof  of  tbia  need  bf» 
requiredy  than  the  fact  that  ihey  %ere  take^  without  any  other  eow 
dorsenoeot,  than  that  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territoryy  ae  autboriae4 
b^  the  Legislature. 

Alkiw  me,  in  conolutioo»  to  remark,  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
hardahjp  upon  the  holders  of  these  Bonds,  scattered  as  they  are  all 
over  Europe,  to  be  connpeUed  to  prosecute  their  Ciaims  in  a  distant 
land,  and  be  exposed  to  a  protracted  uncertain  litigation  when,  in 
^leti  it  is  admitted  that  the  faith  of  the  Territory  is  pledged  for  the 
payment,  and  when  it  appears  too,  that  the  Bank  Qf  Pensacola  wa« 
required,  at  the  time  of  the  endorsement  of  the  Bonds  first  given,  to 
hypochecf^te  to  the  Territory  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  Bank,  and 
all  its  property,  real  and  personali  and  preference  was  given  to  the 
faid  hypothecation,  ever  all  other  claims  and  liens.  By  virtue  of 
this  general  hypothecation,  the  Territory  ia  invested  with  every 
flie#ne(i  of  protection  and  indemnification,  and  bkewiBe  with  the 
power  ol  rendering  all  proceedings  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
Utterly  litigatory. 

I^et  ma  f^ain  recommend  the  ^laim  of  this  Bank  to  your  favotab^ 
eopsideration 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  aervant, 
(Signed)  J.  R0BERT30N,  PruUmn 

7o  Qeoeral  ^  K.  CAL^ 

Gavttnor  of  Florida. 

Battle  ol  Fepnncola  ai94  Florida  Six  per  €ent  Stock. 

Agreement  and  Cowpone  relatk^  ta  t^t  pt^jfmeml  of  ike  v^oreni  i» 
London^  mtke  Binuk  of  tie  Bank^ Pme^iooh  §nfi  TerrUm^of 
Florida. 

l^iSTTEB  MO.  CMC  VHOIFSAIVB  D0E.I.AB9. 

WiiEKEAa,  ih©  Ba^ik  of  pensacola  has  eiiijagi^d  (o  pay  halfyeurly 
m  the  Biiak  of  the  United  Stales,  m  PhilndeLphia,  interest  at  the  rate 
of  siji  per  cent  per  atioum^  ou  a  Bond  of  tha  Bunk  of  PenHacalar 

fu^mntead  by  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  Oae  Tbonsand  Dollare, 
letter  No,  to  wit ;  Thirty  dollars  on  the  first  day  of 

January  and  the  first  day  of  July,  in  each  year  from  the  date  ihereofr 
lintU  ihe  payment  ot  the  said  principal  sura.  It  Is  agreed  between 
the  President  and  Dirtjctors  of  said  Bank  of  the  United  Stales*  and 
Gowan  dt  Marx  of  London,  that  upon  the  requisition  of  the  holder  of 
the  ibove  named  Bond,  Lntter  No*  being  duly  fi]«d  with 

said  BaJik,  the  Bank  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in 
each  year,  retnit  the  interest  on  the  said  Bond^  as  received  by  them, 
at  the  current  rale  of  exchange,  to  the  said  London  Houae,  and  rhe 
aaid  60 wart  6i  Marx  do  engage  to  pay  over  (he  half  yearly  interest 
90  remiued,  when  received  by  them,  in  money,  on  presentaibn  of  the 
Coupons,  at  foot,  to  which  the  said  tnteresi  ahall  relate,  dedactmg  fan 
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ftlt  eharges  k  Loodmi  tad  PkiltM^M^  Me  ^  «miI,  (wImIi  io* 
eludes  goaranlee  of  BiH  remitted,)  on  ilio  Mnoum  ot  etch  pftymeaU 
The  holder  o  this  agreement  and  Coupons  aunexed  thereto,  may  at 
any  time  deliver  the  same  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slater  io  Phila« 
delphia,  and  after  such  delivery,  the  interest  received  by  the  Bank 
from  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  on  account  of  the  said  Bond  henm 
mentioned,  will  be  payable  ia  Philadelphia,  eoaformably  to  thf  ongii^ 
nal  provision  thereof. 

Oaahier  of  the  Baak  of  the  United  SuHaa 

in  PhiMelphpA. 
Attomeya  Ibr  GewAV  4^  Massu 

Philadblphia,  '  ^ 

Which  was  read,  and  50  copies  of  the  same  and  the  aoGOOH 
pany  documents  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also  tt^e  fi)llowing  messages  t 

Tallahassbb,  25th  Feb.  184S. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  hereby  nominate  the  following  persons  for  office  io  the  respeotm 
Cpunties  for  which  \\\ey  are  named. 

^Denet  H*  Mays,  of  Madinon  County,  Justice  of  the  Beaee  for  said 
County. 

John  C.  Clelaod,  James  1!^.  Gould,  and  James  B.  Cole,  Justieea  of 
the  Peace ;  James  Kengh,  Aithur  Magee,  aod  Jacob  Alickleri  Aue- 
tioneers,  and  James  B.  Cole,  Notary  Public,  tor  the  County  of  &L 
Johns. 

John  F.  Wobb  and  William  Cone,  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Columbia.  - 

Peter  Simmons,  Judfre  of  the  County  Court  for  the  County  of  Jack* 
son  and  Territory  of  Florida. 

R*  K..  CALfLtf. 
Tallahassee,  26th  Peb.  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

Gentlemen :  i  Neg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  siluatioo  of  the 
lands  grai.ted  by  Congress  to  this  Territory,  for  the  support  of  a  sem- 
inary or*l^rnlrjg.  Thpap  lairds  b^vi|  been  advaniageoualy  located  in 
amah  truf-ta  in  ditferent  parts  ot  the  Territory,  ^r^d  possess  high  value. 
8etitem»i«ta  have  been  formed  around  them,  and  in  some  iDitanc^ 
upon  them.  They  are  either  suffering  deterioraticiD  from  tre^pasA, 
or  they  are  liable  lo  suffer  damage  from  that  cause,  1  therefore  re^ 
8 pec  1  fully  recommend  that  some  provision  may  be  made  by  law,  to 
protect  them  from  every  trespass  calculated  to  impair  their  value. 

R,  K,  CAIjL. 

Which  werci  ordered  to  be  placed  among  the  orders  ot  ih^ 
day  for  to  day. 

J^T.  Malone  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Preamble  and  R^ifoi$aionJi  respecting  a  SUtU  Giwmmpf^ 

Whereai|,  in  pursuance  pf  an  Act  of  the  Legislative  Cpuncii  of  lii^ 
Teniiory  of  Florida,  entitled  ao  **  Act  to  calf*  Convention  fef  % 
fiurpofuBof  qfgani^iiiga  State  9<>y®T"'^^°^>'  PAC*^  ^^^^  'f^PHSfl' 
Xp9l8,  an<j  approvcj^id  F^lpirMary  of  the  si^e  ye^r^  th^^aoiTei&l  ' 
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titfy,  dStt  aMnbl^  at  ^  Jo^h,  accbtditi^  t6  ih^  prbvhiio^s  '6T  stiid* 
act,  OD  Monday,  the  Sd  day  of  December,  18S8,  for  the  pnrpote  of 
**  det fsihg  atid  adopting  the  ihost  efltcitsnt,.  speedy  and  proper  hieba* 
urea  for  tbe  fbrtoation  and  ealablishittent  of  ao  iodepiendent  Statir 
Goveroment  for  the  people  of  Florida,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  Bilt  of 
Rights  and  a  Coostiiution  for  ibe  same,  and  all  needful  measures  pre- 
paratory to  the  admisMon  of  Florida  idto  the  National  ooafederacy'* 

And,  whereaai  the  intenubo  of  th«^  Legislative  Couneil,  and  tho 
wishes  ot  the  people  were  carried  out  and  complied  with  h}  midijOBr 
Tobt'lao,  b  the  f<>hBation  and  adoption  of  a  Constitutipn,  i^hich;  in 
<0di»  to  test  more  fully  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Florida  on  tho 
subject  01  State  Government,  was  submitted  to  them  for  their  ratifi* 
cation  in  the  year  1839. 

And,  whereas,  said  ratification  was  confirmed  by  a  majority  of  the 
legally  quahfied  voters  of  th|fi  Territory,  we  conceive  it  highly  ne« 
cessary,  expe.  ieot.  and  wise  to  throw  off  our  Territorial  vassalagOf 
and  assume  an  rnoependent  State  Government,  not  only  from  ihotives 
of  policy,  but  from  the  repealed  declaration  of  tie  will  of  the  people 
<hi  this  subject,  and  in  order  to  do  so,  an  early  apphcation  ought  and 
Mioutd  be  made  to  the  CbngriBss  of  the  Unitied  Srates  for  theadmissioh 
df  Florida  iiito  the  Uiiion  as  a  soVer^ign  atld  Independent  State. 

Bs  tf  thtrtfo^  flesolwd  by  the  Gbverfior  atld  LegUldtwe  CintneB 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida^  That  our  Delegate  In  i  ongresa  b^  re. 
i}nesied  to  aubihit  the  Cbnsiitulion  adopted  ai  St.  Jobeph,  arid  sulMe- 
^uieritly  ratified  by  the  people  of  Florida,  to  the  Congfisss  of  the  Unl. 
ted  States,  and  to  urge  upon  that  body  its  reception,  and  dor  desire  tl^ 
be  speedily  admiued  ihto  the  National  Confederaby  as  an  Independent 
State* 

Bmotoei  iecondiy.  That  a  copy  of  this  Preamble  and  Resohitioito 
be  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  properly  certifibd  by  boll| 
Houses. 

Vl  hibh  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Gomaiiitteel  on  the  State 
of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Long  o^ered  the  following  reaolution : 

Mesohed,  br  the  Gbwetnot  and  LegtslHtive  Couneil  of  the 
Territory  of  Flpf tda«  That  our  Delegate  in  Congf^a  l)e  add  b<9 
la  hereby  rectuesfed  to  procure  an  appropriat'hm  of  96009  fi^ 
'  Iheeialtibgaod.dearingout  a  road  from  Campbellton  in  Jeck? 
son  County,  to  interseet  the  road  from  Penaacola,  terminating 
in  Walton  County,  cut  by  ad  appropriation  frpm  CoQgnBss. 
AImo  an  appraf  mtlon  of  92000  for  th^  cutting  and  clearing  cmi 
«  road  from  Oches^  in  Jacknou  County,  to  loia  in  Qalnotm 
Coimly* 

B^UfurikotBeeobed,  Tbftt  t  copy  of  theae  reaolotiotiv  be 
forwarded  to  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  add  he  be  requested  to  use 
Us  heat  exidrtaooe  to  procure  such  appropriationa^ 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  that  the 
bill  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  itnd  aihend  an  Act  to  incorporate 
the  subftcribera  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several 
acta  reapecting  said  Bank,  aild  to  @^t  A  setilemdtt  6f  tte  af- 
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fiiiraof  latd  Bank,  at  speedily  at  pnu^^ci^bk^  Jie  jnt  uypaito 
passage. 

Oo  the  question  of  waiving  the  rule,  the  yeas  anci  pays  weie 
called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Long»  and  were  as  follows  i 

Yeas- 
Nays— 

There  not  being  three-timrths  in  falror  of  the  motioBi  the  sane 
was  lost,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  placed  first  among  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Westcott  presented  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  1I10 
United  States,  on  the  subject  of  two  accounts,  one  in  fairor  oTS* 
S.  Sibley,  and  the  other  in  favor  of  G.  E.  Bartlett ;  also,  an  m^ 
count  in  favor  of  the  Executive  Department  of  Florida,  agaiost 
the  United  States. 

All  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Compeasationi. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Corporations  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  any  such  bank  or  corporation  exists  in  thia 
Territory  called  the  Phenix  Bank,  and  if  not,  whether  any  legal 
measures  are  necessary  to  prevent  persons  from  attempting  to 
exercise  corporate  powers,  not  entitled  to  ihem  by  law« 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  resolution  adopted  bjr 
thai  body,  requiring  the  Auditor  to  audit  an  account  of  Airs. 
Sarah  Wdliams. 

Wbieh  was  read  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

Mr.  ELelly,  from  the  Select  (*ommittee  to  whom  was  referrad 
the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Aldenooen  of  the  city  of  Ptosaeula, 
Mspectfally  beg  leave  to 

REPORT, 

That  thav  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  deem 
it  proper  that  said  communications  should  be  returned  to  the 
House  for  its  consideration. 

Yoor  cottiniittee,  however*  in  the  discharge  of  the  doty  which 
has  been  assigned  to  them,  cannot  conclude  their  report  with- 
out urging  upon  this  honorable  body  the  motive  which  actuated 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  df  Pensacola  in  passing  tiie  * 
tesdotion  in  relation  to  gaming  in  that  city.. 

Yoor  committee  would  therefore  in  consideration  of  the  pre^ 
mises,  recommend  and  ask  for  the  adoption  of  the  aooo»paoyiii§ 
bill.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  W.  KELLY,  Chainmw 

Which  report  was  concurred  in;  the  biU  rdperted  read  and 
]Mi8sed«    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Blackburui  from  the  Committee  on  CorporatiiMU^  msM 
the  following 

REPORT: 
Tha^Conunittee  on  Corporations,  to  Whom  was  referred  alUidlii* 
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Hon  temf^Ji&eMetAuitB  and  Planfe^n  Bank  of  Jlagn61ia»  oOiai- 
wise  called  the  Merchants  and  Planters  Bank  of  Florida,  have  bad  tt» 
same  urtder  their  cou8ideration»  and  beg  leare  to  report  that  they 
have  conferred  with  the  U.  S.  Attorney  lor  ibis  District  who  has  ad- 
dressed to  theqi  the  fetio%viog  communication  upon  the  subejct*  Your 
committee  have  not  been  aUe  to  ascertam  the  names  of  the;  persons 
claimiog  to  own  the  charter,  uor  from  whom  their  claim  was  derived*. 
AJi  of  which  is  respecifully  submitted. 

E.  £.  BLACKBURN,  CbairmaQ. 

Office  U.  S.  Attorney  Mid.  Dist.  Florida,  1 
Tallahasbbb,  Feb«  35, 1642. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  on  Corporations  of  tlie  House  ^f 

Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  : 

Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  situation  of  the 
prosecution  ordered  to  be  instituted  against  the  Merchahtb  and  PlanU 
ers  Bank  of  Magnolia,  otherwise  called  the  Merchants  and  Planted 
Bank  of  Florida,  and  whether  the  same  has  been  prose^cuted  to  effect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  instituted  proceedings  for  the  forfeiture 
of  the  charter  of  said  institution  by  scire  facia$y  in  the  month  of  July» 
1840*  This  proceeding  was  ordered  to  be  advertised  agreeably  to 
law  in  the  Floridian,  but  was  di^ontinued  by  the  then  acting  Marshal 
of  this  District  before  it  had  been  publis  ed  for  the  requisite  time-  • 
consequently  it  became  neceseary  to  recpnmience«  Subaequeot  to 
'the  succeediog  term  of  the  Court  to  which  it  was  returnable,  in  Janq- 
ary,  1841,  K  filed  a  second  «ctre  facias^  which  was  published  for  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  and  made  returnable  to  April  term,  1841,  jpf 
the  Superior  Court.  This  term  failed  t6  be  held.  The  cause  will 
therefore  come  up  at  the  term  now  in  session.  I  understand  that  an 
efibrt  will  be  made  by  those  inletested  in  sustaining  the  charter,  to 
contmue  the  case  to  the  next  April  term.  I  have,  however,  notified 
Ibaoiy  that  1  shall  urge  the  trial  at  the  present  teryi,  and  I  confidently 
expect  to  succeed  in  procuring  the  forleiture  of  the  charter.  I  do  ncilt, 
therefore,  consider  any  further  Legislation  necessary  to  efieotlbis 
objeot. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  to  be^  vary  reapectftiHy^ 
Your  obedient  servant, 
CHARUSS  S.  SIBLGY,  U.  SJk^oimy. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  received  fpooi  the  Senate  tl^e  following  bilU, 

tt  Bill  to  be  entitled  an. act  to  repeal  all  former  acts.^corpd- 
.T»tfiig  the  town  of  Monticello.     Passed  withont  annen^ment. 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  inoorporate  the 
'  town  of  Jackson v/ille.     Passed  without  amendnD^nt. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  establish  and  regtHate  Pilotage 
Oft  the  waters  and  in  the  haHbor  of  Tampa  J^ay.  Paiseld  Witn- 
oai  amendment. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  alter  and  am^nd  an  act,  to  [o- 
corporate  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  ff).e 
several  acts  respecting  said  Bank,  and  to  effect  a  8eUlen|cnt,j6f 
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said  Bank  at  speedily  as  practicable,  with  the  following  Met* 
safce. 

The  Senate  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House, 
addinff  th  20th  section  to  enclosed  Bill. 

(Attest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON. 

Februaiy  25th,  1842.  Secretary  of  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott,  the  House  agreed  to  recede  from 
their  proposed  amendment.  Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified 
to  the  Senate. 

Also,  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  resolutions.  A 
Resol'Jtion  asking  the  delegate  in  Congress,  to  apply  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  rebuilding  a  Bridge  over  the  Apalachicola 
Swamp.    Adopted  without  amendment. 

A  Resolution  asking  the  delegate  in  Con|:ress,to  endeavor  to 
obtain  the  passa^  of  a  law  by  Congress,  for  the  establishn^ot 
of  a  separate  collection  District,  and  Port  ofentry  and  delivery 
at  Tampa  Bay.    Adopted  by  the  Senate,  without  amendment. 

The  House  took  a  recess  to  half  past  3  o'clock. 


HALF  PAST  d  o'clock. 


Mr.  Westcott  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  BUI  from 
the  Senate  to  be  entitled  <<  an  Act  for  the  protection  of  Mortgages.*' 

REPORT : 

That  the  first  section  of  Bill,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  makes  a 
new  Condi  ion  or  contract  between  the  parties  to  a  mortgage  not  uso* 
ally  included  in  mortgages ;  namely,  that  the  debtor  shall  not  take 
the  property  for  any  purpose  ^  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county''  in 
which  it  was  **  situated  ''  wheii  the  mortgage  was  made.  Whether 
the  Legislature  has  the  power  thus  to  **  increase  "  the  obligatioo  of 
the  deft^r's  contract,  and  to  destroy  or  control  his  *'  vested  right "  to 
usa  his  property  for  an  honest  purpose  as  he  pleases,  is  a  question  at 
leact  tf  doubt,  and  the  policy  and  justice  of  the  exercise  of  such  power 
by  us  (if  possessed)  is  also  questionable.  It  places  the  control  of  the 
lawful  and  houeet  business  of  the  debtor  under  the  arbitrary  caprieey 
whim  or  wiU  of  his  creditura  ;  for  under  such  law  he  can  prevent  the 
migration  of  th«  debtor  from  one  county  to  another  with  his  slaves, 
for  ^y  purpose,^  he  pleases,  by  his  simple,  unqualified  veto  !  This 
is  investing  a  crediior  with  power  over  his  debtor  to  an  exteot.noc 
justified  by  any  knowh  example  of  any  free  republican  government* 
This  section  does  not  diaiiuguish  between  the  honest  use  of  property 
by  a  debtor  when  necessary  to  take  it  out  of  the  county  it  was  in  when 
mortjraged,  and  a  fraudulent  or  intended  or  attempted  fraudulent  re«« 
moval.    A  debtor,  under  its  provisions,  couM  not  ride  his  horse  (if 
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mortgaged  for  a  debt)  to  a  Court  io  aa  adjoining  Coanty,  without 
first  obtaining  ^  the  i%  ritten  consent "  of  his  mortgage  creditor !  The 
stockholders  of  the  banks,  who  are  living  io  Gadsden,  Jeflerson  or 
Madison,  could  not  send  a  mortgaged  slave  with  a  waggon  load  of 
cotton,  or  for  stores  to  St.  Marks  or  rallahassee,  without  a  writteo 
<'  pass  "  from  the  bank !  The  Committee  cannot  acquiesce  in  this. 
They  propose  amendments  and  alterations  to  this  section  which  they 
consider  are  demanded  by  good  feelinii:  and  justice,  making  the  fraud* 
ulent  intent  or  attempt  to  commit  the  crime  punishable,  and  not  the 
mere  act  with  no  dishonest  purpose. 

The  second  section  is  altered  in  like  manner. 

The  third  section  is  not  changed. 

The  fourth  section  is  modified  ^as  to  prevent  those  who  *<know* 
ingly  and  wilfully  "  aid  and  abet  in  a  frtiudulent  removal.  I  heso 
words  were  omitted  in  the  Senate  bill  The  Committee  do  not  deem 
it  just  to  punish  a  man  who  may  innocently  assist  in  carrying  proper- 
ty from  one  county  to  another,  not  only  without  evil  design^  but  witb«» 
out  the  knowledge  of  its  being  mortgaged.  The  punishment  by  fine 
is  considered  useless.  It  would  operate  to  deprive  the  debtor  hi  many 
cases  of  the  ability  to  pay  his  creditor,  and  thus  the  law  intended  lo 
secure  to  creditors  their  rights  would  defeat  itself,  and  whipping  a 
free  white  citizen  is  odious  nnd  revoltinK*  and  therefore  these  modes 
of  punishment  are  expunged  from  the  bill  and  imprisonment  alone  re* 
tained. 

The  bill  is  otherwise  amended  so  as  to  perfect  it  and  carry  out  the 
object  desired.  No  one  can  deny  thai  recent  extraordinary  and  I'nda* 
feasible  conduct  of  some  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Uni  ip  Hank  of 
Florida,  and  some  of  the  mortgage  debtors  of  the  South^<^  I^i^o  Inau. 
ranee  and  Trust  Company*  calls  for  the  enactmep^  of  ^^ne  law  to 
prevent  the  running  offo^  mortgaged  property 

The  Committee  reconomend  the  adoption  of  <he  said  bill  as  amende 
ed.  ^  JAMES  D.  WESTCOrr,  Jr.  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  o«d  the  Bill  ordered  for 
Monday  next.  The  House  receive  from  the  Senate  a  Bill 
originating  in  that  Hou80.  cntitM  an  act,  in  relation  to  /wiblic 
Elections.  Which  wa»  ordered  to  be  placed  among  ths  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Lancaster  otkred  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  a^  a  standing  rule  for  the  residue  of  the  session,  that 
whenever  i^  shall  be  necessary  during  the  sitting  of  the  House* 
to  move  a  call  of  the  House,  that  the  names  ot  all  absentees  not 
uoaalmously  excused,  shall  be  noted  on  the  Journal  absent  with- 
out leave. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  author^  John  A.  Pringle  to 
establish  a  Toll  Bridge  across  Escambia  river.  Was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed.    Ordered,  that  ihe  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  first  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Apatachicola,  was  again  read.  The  ayes  and 
nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Tabor  and  Blackburoi  were  ai 
follows: 
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Yeas — Mn  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amoiu  Battle,  Ddl»  Elzaurdi^ 
Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Maione,  McKionoD,  Pent, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor— 16. 

I^ays — Afessrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Mo- 
Raeny  and  Williams — 6. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named, 
i;^as  read  a  third  t^me.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by 
Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Long  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Long,  Malene,  McRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Williams — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  McKinoon, 
Westcott— (5. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ernest  asking  an  appropriation 
fr^Di  Congress  for  the  fortification  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews, 
wa^  again  read. 

Mr.  Kelly  offered  a  substitute  for  said  resolution,  which  being 
accepted  by  Mr.  Ernest,  the  same  was  read  and  ordered  for 
Monday  next. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Tabor,  asking  an  appropriation 
from  Congress  for  the  fortification  of  S.  Andrews  Bay,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  adopted. 

The  House  advised  and  consented  to  the  following  nomina« 
lions  of  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor. 

For  tht,  County  of  Jefferson. — William  Gormon,  Octavius  H. 
Gadsden,  Htnry  L.  Mills,  John  Wootten,  James  H.  Taylor, 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  John  L.  Taylor  and  T.  A.  Darkins, 
Auctioneers. 

t'orUie  County  of  Waskington.— Lev]  Potter,  Judge  of  the 
County  Court.  Benjah»jn  Mellichamp,  Sharpless  Evans,  John 
MttQormack,  Jesse  B.  l^sseter.  Ivy  S.  Williams,  John  W. 
Cook,  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Ordered,  thai  the  same  be  certi- 
fied to  \he  Governor. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  relating  to  "Executors  and  Admin- 
istrators, (fee.  was  read  a  third  time.  The  v^s  and  nays  being 
called  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Stephens,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn  Dan- 
cy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Maione^ 
McKinnon,  McRa^nv,  Pent,  Steele,  Westcolt — 17. 

Nays— Messrs.  Kelly,  Long,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor — 5. 

Ordered,  that  the  vitle  be  as  staled. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ^n  act  in  relation  to  public  Elections,  Was 
received  from  the  Senate  as  having  passed  that  body,  whid)  was 
read.  On  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Long 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  McRaeny,  Taylor,  Williams,  U. 
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Nays — ^Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone, 
McKir.non,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Westcolt,  12. 

80  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  ordered  for  Monday. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  elections  now  in  force  in  this  Territory.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Dancy,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dell,  Elzaurdi,  Had- 
dock, Lancaster!  Lewist  Steele,  Wesieott,  9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Dancy,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malode, 
McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor,  12. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dancy  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  ordering 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  an  act,  in  relation  to  Public 
Elections. 

Which  rtwtion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dancy  objected. 

Whereupon  the  House  decided  by  rote  againrt  the  readmgof 
the  bill,  and  the  Speaker  decided  under  the  16th  rule,  which 
provides,  **  When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the. 
same  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  a 
vote  of  the  House  without  debate."  That  the  reading  was  not 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  iStephens  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Elzaiur-* 
ii^  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell,  El^urdi,. 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Ta- 
bor, Taylor,  Wcslcott,  15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Maloae,  McKiAnon,,  Ste^. 
pbens,  5. 

On  a  motion  to  strike  out  all  but  the  enacting  clause  of  said 
bill,  the  veas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs^  Tabor  and  Blaci^ 
burn,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy^  Deil,  Elzaur- 
4i,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McBaeny,  Steele,  Tayloiv 
Westcott,  Williams,  ISi 

Nays — iVessrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Buelly,  Long,  JUalooe, 
McKinnon,  Pent,  Stephens,  Tabor— 10. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on.  the*  passage  of  a  bill  to 
he  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  now  in  foroe  in^r-elah 
tion  to  Elections,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  caiied  by  Mmen* 
Stephens  and  Ernest,  were  as  follows. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell>  ElzaiBi^ 
di,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis^  McRaeoy^  iSteeie»  Ta)f«t 
lor^  Wesieott  mi  Willionw,  i4*  ,     .  - 
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Nayg — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Long,  Malone,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Pent,  ^Stephens  and  Tabor,  9. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  said  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  Senate's 
bill,  eniiiled  an  act  concerning  Public  Elections,  and  the  '•yes 
and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  iStepheus  and  Tabor,  were  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Mt-  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell,  Elzaur- 
di,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  AfcRaeny,  Steele,  Tay- 
lor, Westcott  and  Williams,  14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Long,  Malone,  AfcKin- 
non,  rent,  Stephens  and  Tabor,  9. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  respecting  the  admission  of  books 
of  accounts  in  evidence,  was  read  a  third  time.  The  yeas  and 
nays  being  called  on  the  passage  of  said  bHI  were  a^  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Elzaurdi, 
Kelly,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinncn,  Steele,  Westcott,  11. 

Nays — 3fessrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Lancas- 
ter, McRaeny,  Pent,  Stephens  and  Taylor,  10. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  House  took  a  recess  to  half  past  7  o'clock. 


HALF  PAST   7  o'clock. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  UniVersi* 
ty  Lands,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  resolution  which  ori- 
ginated in  this  House,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  select  com- 
mittee to  contract  for  printing^  the  Laws  in  pamphlet  form, 
adopted  by  tho  Senate  as  amended  by  that  body  ;  which  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

Also,  an  engrossed  resolution  of  the  House,  asking  our  Dele- 
gate in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passac^e  of  a  law  to 
establish  a  Naval  Depot  at  the  bay  of  St.  Josephs,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate  without  amendment. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Benjamin  Mar- 
shall to  establish  a  ferry  across  Blackwater  river,  at  the  town  of 
Milton,  which  had  passed  the  Sesate  without  amendment. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  constituting  a  Board  of  Port 
Wardens  of  the  Port  of  lola,  in  the  County  of  Calhoun,  which 
bill  was  indifinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate. 

Also,  an  engrossed  bill  passed  by  the  House,  entitled  an  act  to 
alter  and  fix  the  terms  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  the  Apalachico- 
la  District,  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  adclition  to  the  several  acts  now 
in  force  regulating  the  partition  of  property,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  ordered  for  Monday  n'jxt. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  property  un* 
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der  execution,  under  certain  conditions,  which  was  read  and  or«^ 
dered  for  Monday  next. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  bill  which  had  passed 
the  House,  enlilled  an  act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free 
negroes  and  free  mulattoes  to  this  Territory,  and  amended  by  the 
Senate.     Which  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Apalachicola 
Transportation  Company;  which  was  read  and  ordered  for 
Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  AndrewV 
Bay  Land  Company,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for 
Monday  next. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  a  substitute  for  an  en- 
grossed bill,  which  orii^inated  in  and  passed  the  House,  entitled 
an  act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  for  Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  renting  out  the 
School  Lftnds  in  this  Territory,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

On  the  question  of  striking  out  the  7th  section,  the  ayes  and 
nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Elzaurdi  and  Dancy,  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas :  Messrs.  Battle,  Long,  ilf  alone,  Steele  and  Stephens,  5. 

Nays :  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McKinnon,  Mc- 
Raeny,  Pent,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westcotl,  16. 

Un'the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and  niys 
beinff  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Elzaurdi,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas:  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  DeU, 
Elzaurdi,  Haddock,  Kell^,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McK.iQnoQ» 
McRaeny,  Pent,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westcott,  17. 

Nays :  Messrs.  Battle,  Malone,  Steele  and  Stephens.  4. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  iStephens  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  Comtnittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing said  Bank,  and  to  eflfect  a  settlement  of  the  afiairs  of  said 
Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

SAM'L.  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills* 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday,  10  o'clock. 
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MoKMT,  ^th  February,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
ISaturday^s  proceedings  was  read, 

ilfr.  Lewis,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  ^n  Act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  constables  by  the  people  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to  morrow. 

Air.  TFestcott  presented  the  account  of  John  C.  Jacobi,  for 
tp^ork  done  on  the  Executive  Office  in  1840. 

On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  compensation. 

The  House  received  the  following  Message  from  His  Excel- 
lency,  the  Governor : — 

Tallahassee,  26th  Feb.  1842. 
To  the  Legislative   Council  of  Florida: 

I  have  approved  and  signed  the  following  acts  and  resolutions: 

An  Act  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise  the  followmg  named 
individuals,  to  wit :  ^Samuel  Russell,  J.  6.  Blount,  aod  John  Lee 
Williams,  to  establish  Ferries  across  the  Suwannee  and  St. 
Johns  Rivers,  at  the  places  below  named. 

An  act  entitled,  an  Act  to  repeal  an  act  providing  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  Records  of  the  County  of  Musquiloe,  and  other 
purposes,  approved  Feb.  2d,  1838. 

An  Act  entitled,  an  Act  to  authorise  John  R.  Chapman  to 
build  a  bridge  or  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Chipola  River,  in 
the  county  of  Jackson. 

An  Act  entitled,  an  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  Cfty  of  Apalachicola. 

A  j^esolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  urge  upon 
^hat  body  the  necessity  and  utility  of  erecting  a  Light  House  oo 
Cape  St.  Bias. 

A  resolotion  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
Influence  towards  obtaining  an  appropriation  from  Congress,  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  tne  narigation  of  the  Choctahatchee 
■River. 

A  resoiution  requesting  Congress  to  rc-appropriate  ten  thou- 
sand doHars,  appropriated  in  1838,  for  constructing  a  Road  from 
Ta'Hahassee  to  tola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
jbest  exertions  to x)btain  from  Congress,  during  the  present  ses- 
flioR«  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  St 
Augustine  to  Palatka,  on  the  Su  John's  River. 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  Wefftcott,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  enable  Ex- 
ecution Creditors  to  collect  their  judgments  out  of  stock  choses 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SOI 

in  action  of  defendants  in  execution,  or  out  of  property  to  which 
defendants  may  have  an  equitable  title  only; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtain* 
ed  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  give  over- 
seers and  managers  preference  and  lien  on  the  crops  they  super- 
intend; 

Which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  (rule  being  waived) 
and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kelly  ofiered  the  following  resolution  r 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representcaives  of  the 
Temtory  of  Florida^  That  the  Hon.  David  Levy,  our  Delegate 
in  Congress,  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  obtain  the  pas&age 
of  a  law  by  Congress,  making  the  town  of  Milton,  on  the  Black 
Water  River,  in  the  County  of  "Santa  Rosa,"  a  port  of  entry; 

Which  was  read,  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Arnou  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  The  citizens  of  Blunt's  Town,  and  those  living 
in  its  vicinity,  on  the  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  County  of  Cat 
houn,  labor  under  great  inconvenience  as  to  mail  facilities,  (it 
being  twenty-five  miles  to  any  post  office); 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  J)elegale  in  Con- 
gress, the  Hon.  David  Levy  be  requested  to  use  his  best  exertions 
to  have  a  post  office  established  at  Blunt's  Town,  and  to  have 
iShadrack  Sutton,  Esq.  appointed  post  master  at  said  place. 

Resolved furt her f  That  ^copy  of  the  foregoing  preaicble  and 
resolution  be  duly  authenticated,  and  forwarded  to  our  Delegate 
in  Congress. 

Which  was  read,  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  -Arnou  offered  the  followmg  Resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  cf  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  and  he 
is  hereby  requested  to  procure  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  or  such  sum  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  for  the  re- 
pairs of  a  bridge  on  Hard  Labor  Creek,  and  the  repair  of  tha 
road  from  Marianna  to  some  point  on  the  Choctahatchee  river, 
where  the  United  States  mail  may  cross  said  river  in  Washing- 
ton county. 

Resolved  further,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  duly 
certified  by  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  David 
Levy,  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  he  be  requested  to  use 
his  best  exertions  to  procure  such  appropriation. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory^ 
made  the  following  P.eport : 
The  Committee  on  ihe  State  of  the  Territory,  to  which  was  referral 

so  much  of  the  Governor's  MesMge  as  ralates  to  the  Indian  wM^ 

and  which  has  also  been  ioitructed  to  report  JReeolutiensi  oalliiy; 

26 
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the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  application  heretofore  made  for 
the  admission  of  Florida  into  the  Union  as  a  State^ 

REPORT: 

That  these  subjects  being  deemed  by  the  Committee  somewhat 
connected,  they  have  embodied  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on 
both,  in  this  Report. 

The  right  of  the  people  of  Florida  to  admission  as  a  State,  under 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  has  been  maintained  in  re« 
peated  Reports  of  former  Committees  of  the  Territorial  Le^slature, 
in  memorials  from  it,  and  from  the  Constitutional  Convention  at  St* 
Joseph,  to  Congress,  till  the  argument  is  exhausted. 

The  deep  excitement  which  pervades  Florida,  in  consequence  of 
the  neglect  which  her  repeated  appeals  have  heretofore  received 
from  Congress,  the  Committee  are  aware,  not,  only  would  justify,  bat 
•  perhaps  call  upon  the  Council,  once  more  to  urge  upon  Congress  the 
recognition  of  our  claim  to  admission  as  a  righty  and  in  again  pre- 
senting  the  facts  and  arguments  upon  which  this  right  is  based ;  but 
they  have  considered  that,  if  Congress  should  yet  be  disposed  to  deny 
us  such  right,  guarantied  as  it  is  by  the  Treaty,  and  which  every 
principle  of  honor,  plighted  faith,  and  justice,  demand  should  be 
yielded  us,  it  is  useless  to  reiterate  these  facts  and  arguments. 

Now  that,  (as  is  hoped),  the  political  atmosphere  is  disinfected  by 
the  mists  of  party  excitement,  the  perception  of  these  principles,  and 
the  duty  of  no  longer  postponing  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the 
nation  to  this  people,  will  be  admitted  by  all. 

The  Committee  have  therefore,  on  reflection,  considered,  that  leav- 
ing  all  other  questions,  with  a  mere  reference  to  the  past  reports  and 
memorials  above  referred  to,  and  asking  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
them,  an  appeal  to  the  federal  government,  adducing  facts,  proving  it 
is  the  interest  of  that  government,  and  a  measure  called  for  by  the  dic« 
tates  of  wise  policy,  as  it  regards  Uself,  to  accede  to  our  application 
for  admission  forthwith,  knight,  perhaps,  be  of  more  cogent  effect,  and 
have  greater  and  more  salutary  influence.  If  our  appeals  to  tlfe 
justice  of  the  American  people  bhould,  (as  we  would  hope  they  will 
Bot,)/aiZ,  it  may  be,  the  presentation  of  such  consideration  would 
have  weight. 

Florida  is  the  most  exposed  and  most  defenceless  portion  of  this 
Union.  It  has  a  more  extensive  seaboard  than  any  two  States  to* 
getber.  From  the  Perdido  to  the  St.  Mary's,  is  an  extent  of  upwards 
of  sixteen  hundred  miles.  Several  commodious  and  safe  har« 
bors  are  to  be  found  on  this  coast,  which  in  time  of  war,  defenceless 
as  they  now  aro,  could  easily  be  possessed  by  an  enemy,  and  made 
the  secure  rendezvous  of  a  naval  force,  that  might  not  merely  annoy» 
but  it  is  to  be  feared,  would  utterly  destroy  our  domestic  commerce  in 
the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  extreme  Southern  States.  In  fact,  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Western  and  Southwestern  States,  foreign  and 
domestic,  ont  of  the  Mississippi  and  other  rivers  emptying  into  the 
Gulf,  could,  (while  this  coast  is  thus  exposed  to  be  taken  by  an  ene- 
my,  without  power  of  resistance,)  be  destroyed,  unless  the  chief  part 
of  our  entire  navy  was  emptoyed  for  our  protectioii. 
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Is  it  not  to  be  anticipated  also^  that  such  enemy  might  be  enaUed 
to  concentrate  large  military  forces  at  such  points,  and  to  make  from 
them  successful  predatory  irruptions,  if  not  more  fatal  demonstrations, 
into  the  interior  of  some  of  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States,  or 
at  least  to  keep  those  sections  in  a  continual  state  of  alarm  of  inva* 
sion,  and  make  necessary  the  employment  of  large  armies,  at  such 
different  stations,  to  keep  them  in  check? 

It  is  said  to  be  a  maxim  in  war,  that  it  is  conducted  with  least  ex« 
pense,  and  also  with  less  injury  and  suffering  to  a  nation,  if  carried 
into  an  enemy's  country,  than  if  waged  on  their  own  shores,  or  with- 
in  their  own  borders.  Past  experience  has  proved  that  such  policy 
would'  be  pursued  by  those  nations  with  whom  only  we  shall  ever 
probably  come  in  conflict.  Who  can  ponder  on  the  probable  effects 
and  results  of  such  a  state  of  things  with  complacency?  Who  is 
there  that  will  hesitate  to  concede  it  is  the  part  of  prudence  and  wis- 
dom, and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  imperative  duty  of  this  nation,  to 
adopt  measures  to  prevent  them.  The  South  and  Southwest  are 
deeply  and  directly  interested  to  see  such  course  pursued.  Are  not 
the  Western,  and  Middle,  and  Northern  States,  also  interested?  If  it 
were  possible  to  smother  every  stimulant,  growing  out  of  feelings  of 
national  fraternity — to  put  out  of  the  quesUon  the  honor  and  integrity 
of  this  great  nation — to  lay  aside  also  those  considerations  which  con- 
trol the  conduct  of  liberal  and  elevated  Statesmen — still,  the  immedi- 
ate  interests — the  merest  selfish  policy  of  most  of  those  States,  would, 
it  seems  to  us,  induce  them  to  promote  the  adoption  of  such  measures. 
There  can  be  no  case  in  which  the  maxim,  that  <<  an  ounce  of  pre^ 
vention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure,"  is  more  applicable.  The  expense 
of  placing  Florida  in  a  condition  of  defence,  effectually  to  prevent 
such  a  state  of  affairs,  would  be  less  than  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  mea« 
Bures  inevitably  consequent  upon  its  neglect,  if  the  nation  should  be 
involved  in  war. 

But  further,  our  people  rely  upon  those  states  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  bread  siuffs,  meats  and  other  provisions,  and  fur  cat- 
tle and  stock — for  their  manufactures — for  their  iron,  and  indeed  for 
roost  articles  of  merchandize.  In  return,  those  states  receive  much 
of  our  cotton  and  sugar  and  othei  southern  agricultural  products.  Is 
the  market  we  afford  for  thehi  valueless?  Are  the  products  we  fur. 
nish  useless  to  them?  Can  they  abandon  this  trade  without  detriment? 
Are  they  wiUiog  to  see  it  destroyed,  and  with  it,  that  also  they  have 
with  some  of  the  states  contiguous  to  us,  without  any  effort  1o  se- 
cure its  continuance  in  time  of  war;  and  when  too,  in  such  crisis,  the 
necessity  with  them  for  some  of  our  southern  products  would  be  en- 
hanced, and  if  we  could  make  successful  resistance  to  an  invading 
enemy  (as  our  foreign  trade  must  be  relinquished)  our  intercourse 
with  them  would  be  increased. 

If  Congress  does  not  pursue  the  policy  indicated,  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  government  never  to  have  obtained  the  cession  of 
Florida,  and  to  have  let  it  remain  in  the  possession  of  a  neutral  pow- 
er— as  then,  an  enemy  could  not  have  had  the  advantage  of  annoying 
the  contiguous  states  through  it,  in  time  of  war,  as  in  her  present  si- 
tuation  will  be  the  case. 

We  do  not  urge  that  the  national  government  is  required  to  conw 
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I  foithwiifa  the  eoBsttuetioni  aad  to  eouipIiBte  an  extended  end 
expeniive  syBtem  of  fortificatioos  of  our  whole  sea  board.  Such  m 
aot  our  parpoee.  Indeed  we  are  willing  to  concede  that  aa  yet  the 
tiiBe  baa  not  arrived  for  the  erectioa  of  such  worka  except  at  a  few 
important  points.  It  is  our  object  to  suggest  to  Congress  the  policy 
and  necessity  of  adopting  measures  to  induce  emigration  to  Florida^ 
to  promote  its  settlement — to  place  a  population  here  cojrnpetentt  ca- 
pable and  willing  to  defend  her  shores  and  repel  an  invading  foe,  who 
would  open  channels  of  intercommunication  with  the  interior,  afford- 
ing important  facilities  for  such  defence — itself  able  to  meet  mosi  of 
the  necessary  delences  and  maintain  them,  and  sustain  the  beoor 
and  interests  of  the  nation.  This  is  the  true  policy — this  is  the  men* 
aure  we  would  urge — this  is  the  system  of  fortification  and  defence 
we  advocate.  Until  this  takes  place,  forts  of  mere  bricks  and 
mortar,  will  he  of  little  avail.  Cannon  without  men  to  man  them,  are 
harmless.  Bring  hither  and  place  on  her  genial  soil,  a  community  of 
American  citizens — ^yeomanry  attached  to  their  country,  and  who 
will  be  prompted  by  the  dictates  of  interest  as  well  as  of  palriotio 
duty,  to  defend  the  soil  which  has  hecome  their  own.  First  see  that 
she  haa  a  population  sufiicieni  to  raise  the  produce  necessary  (or  ihm 
subsistence  of  the  regular  force  adequate  to  garrison  the  forts,  before 
they  are  built. 

We  have  a  chmate  that  may  vie  with  that  of  Italy — a  soil,  portions 
ef  which,  are  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  various  valued  pro- 
ducts  and  luxuries  of  that  highly  prized  region.  All  we  need  is  a  po« 
puiatioa  to  bring  forth  the  resources  of  the  country  and  develope  its 
advantages;  and  to  bring  such  population,  one  noeasure  necessary  isb 
the  declaration  that  we  are  a  free,  sovereign  and  independent  Stato-^ 
not  the  colony  of  a  government  wielding  over  us  its  dictatorial  pow« 
er— not  a  mere  plantation  controlled  by  a  federal  master,  but  a  go. 
vernment  deriving  its  authority  from  the  people — the  sovereign 
eource  of  all  politica]  power — the  officers  of  which  are  dependant  upon, 
and  responsible  to  them.  Few  who  have  not  Uved  in  a  territorial  go* 
vemroent  can  realize  how  galling  it  is  to  the  feelings  of  a  freeman  to 
submit  to  the  disfranchisement  of  political  rights,  and  the  imposition  of 
political  wrongs,  attendant  on  such  residence. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  should,  as  a  course  of 
economy  and  sound  policy,  give,  free  of  cost,  to  every  citizen 
of  the  States  who  would  emigrate  and  permanently  settle 
here,  sufficient  land  for  his  own  cultivation,  \(ithout  the  exac- 
tion required  by  the  laws  now  in  force.  TIlis  exaction  is  of 
little  consideration  to  the  National  Government,  but  it  is  of  con- 
siderable moment  to  an  emigrant  coming  to  settle  with  his  fa- 
mily in  a  new  country.  Besides,  we  think  the  exaction  origi- 
nates in  a  miserable  and  unworthy  system  of  huckstering,  both 
narrow  and  selfish,  and  which  should  never  have  been  adopted 
by  a  great  and  free  and  enlightened  nation.  There  is  no  part 
of*the  United  States  similar  in  its  geological  features  to  Florida. 
Four-fifths  of  the  lands  are  nearly  valueless  pine  barrens,  of  no 
use  or  benefit  but  to  the  possessor  of  contiguous  farms  of  fertile 
Mil-^-generaUy  hamniocks ;  and  which  poor  lands  wUl  never 
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be  purchased  by  anv  persons  at  the  prices  now  demanded  br 
the  Govenuuent.  l^he  expenses  of  the  offices  required  by  law, 
while  they  are  unsold,  would  be  saved  by  their  abandonment  to 
the  people  of  Florida,  to  be  held  as  common  property,  under  le- 
gal regulations. 

Spotted  as  our  Territory  is  with  fertile  tracts  in  the  midst  of 
these  deserts,  unfit  for  settlement  and  useless  except  as  pastures 
and  as  appurtenant  to  those  portions  susceptible  of  cultivation, 
our  population  will  always  be  in  sparse  and  detached  settle- 
ments. 

To  bring  into  Florida  within  at  most  the  next  two  years,  a 
white  population  (not  estimating  that  of  any  other  character,) 
of  fifty  thousand  souls,  calculating  an  average  of  four  in  addition 
to  every  head  of  family,  and  bestowing  upon  him  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land*,  would  cost  the  United  States  the  relin- 
quishment of  two  millions  of  dollars,  ^ut  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  without  some  such  measure,  these  lands  will  not  be 
sold  perhaps  in  fifteen  or  twenty  years  to  come,  the  relinquish* 
ment  is  in  troth  almost  nominal.  If  judiciously  regulated  by 
law  to  prevent  speculation,  the  speedy  sale  of  the  other  contig* 
uous  lands  not  thus  bestowed,  would  be  promoted,  and  their  va- 
hie  enhanced,  to  an  amount  equal  to  that  really  relinquisl-ied,  by 
emigration  and  settlement  here  of  such  population  within  two 
years.  It  is  but.  required  to  set  the  current  hither,  and  it  will 
not  soon  be  checked.  The  amount  above  slated  as  being  re« 
Itnquished,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  inevitable  immense 
expense  of  protecting  this  country  from  a  foreign  foe,  without 
such  population,  if  a  war  should  ensue.  Had  this  policy  beeo 
commenced  before  the  contest  with  the  Seminoles  in  1835,  as 
was  strenuously  ur^ed  by  an^eminent  statesman  of  the  West  in 
the  United  Stales  Senate^  and  by  some  of  the  most  patriotic  and 
distinguished  officers  of  the  regular  army,  it  would  have  saved 
the  Government  of  the  Uniled  States,  millions  and  millions  of 
dollars,  and  many  of  the  deplorable  consequences  which  have 
resulted  from  this  insurrection,  to  the  reputation  of  the  nation, 
and  the  prosperity  of  Florida. 
.    With  reference  to  the  Indian  War,  the  committee  are  com- 

Eelled  by  truth  to  say,  that  so  far  as  the  regular  army  of  the 
fnited  Slates  is  eancerned,  the  contest  is  as  nearly  closed  as  it 
probably  will  be  for  the  next  five  years.  The  exertions  of 
some  of  the  ablest  and  roost  distinguished  commanders  and  olh* 
er  officers,  have  for  six  years  past  been  devoted  to  this  service* 
It  is  attributable  to  the  i  haracter  of  that  service,  of  the  foe,  and 
the  peculiarities  of  the  country,  and  to  no  lack  of  talent,  or  zeal, 
or  energy,  that  it  has  be^i  unsuccessful  to  rid  us  entirely  of  the 
savage  enemy.  It  is  believed  there  are  not  now  more  than  two 
hundred  hosiile  warriors  left  in  Florida,  and  these  are  in  detach- 
ed, fugitive  bands,  roving  over  a  widely  extended  country,  and 
who  are  capable  of  doing  as  mach  mischief  as  two  tboasand— 
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despite  the  most  active  efforts  of  the  regular  forces.  Years  will 
elapse  before  they  can  be  extirpated.  Daring  this  period  scenes 
of  frontier  depredation  and  outrage— -of  midnight  devastation 
and  murder,  will  be  often  witnessed.  Snch  result  is  inevitable. 
It  cannot  be  avoided  by  armistice  with  the  foe.  It  can  be  bat 
partially  prevented  by  any  hostile  operations  of  an  army  of  reg>- 
ulars  thrice  the  force  of  that  now  in  Florida.  It  is  only  by 
settlement  of  the  frontier  with  a  hardy  and  fearless  population, 
identified  with  the  country — it  is  only  by  crowding  upon  the 
savages  with  such  population,  and  gradually  forcing  them  to 
recede  before  civilization  to  the  extremity  of  the  Peninsula,  that 
they  can  be  totally  conquered  and  compelled  to  go  West.  Such 
policy  may  be  deferred  by  Congress,  but  it  will  sooner  or  later 
have  to  be  adopted.  The  gallant  officer  now  in  command,  who 
has  already  earned  the  meed  of  praise  for  his  unsurpassed  exer- 
tions, may  succeed  in  his  efforts  to  cause  the  surrender  of  an 
additional  numb<?r,  but  an  attempt  to  capture  all  the  wild  vemun 
in  Florida  with  his  army,  would  be  about  as  visionary  and  pro- 
fitless, as  the  result  of  the  most  energetic  exertions  to  effect  the 
emigration  of  the  scattered  remnants  of  Creeks  and  Seminoles 
yet  here,  by  a  continuance  of  hostile  operations,  unaided  by 
such  population  above  referred  to. 

The  consequences  of  this  war  upon  the  People  of  Florida  have 
been  from  its  commencement,  are  yet,  and  will  be  for  years,  most 
injurious  to  their  prosperity.  In  truth,  the  history  of  this  hem- 
isphere does  not  exhibit  a  parallel  to  the  distress  and  suffering 
of  our  citizens,  growing  out  of  it.  The  deserted  plantations — 
the  ruins  of  habitations  burned  by  the  Jndians — the  graves  of 
hundreds  of  citizens,  nay,  of  entire  families,  to  be  found  along  a 
frontier  of  four  hundred  miles,  are  sad  testimonials  of  the  horri- 
ble calamities  visited  upon  them  by  this  war. 

The  opinion  that  any  advantages  have  accrued  to  the  People 
of  Florida  from  this  war,  or  by  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney here,  is  not  founded  in  fact.  A  comparison  of  the  present 
ruined  condition  of  whole  districts,  with  their  prosperity  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  seems  to  us  would  at  once  cor- 
rect such  opinion.  Most  of  the  expenditures  profitable  to  those 
to  whom  they  were  made,  have  been  made  in  remote  sections  of 
the  Union.  If  the  claims  for  furnishing  supplies  for  services  in 
the  field,  and  otherwise,  had  been  punctually  and  justly  settled, 
without  delay  or  procrastination,  they  would  have  been  a  source 
of  but  little  benefit.  All  other  channels  of  industry  were  choked 
up  by  the  war,  otherwise  our  people  would  not  have  found  it  to 
their  interest  to  abandon  profitable  agricultural  employment,  for 
the  niggard  remuneration  afforded  by  such  business. 

The  losses  occasioned  by  the  actual  destruction  of  property 
by  the  enemy  during  the  contest,  it  is  believed,  do  not  fall  short 
of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


207 

Of  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  sufferers  for  remuneration 
from  the  National  government  there  can  be  no  dispute.  This  is 
not  a  Florida  war — it  was  not  undertaken  for  our  benefit — to 
sustain  or  enforce  any  local  interests ;  or  carry  out  any  system  of 
local  policy  ;  but  it  was  emphatically  for  the  exclusive  advan- 
tage of  the  Nation  at  large,  and  to  sustain  its  confirmed  systems 
of  policy  with  respect  to  the  Indians.  Of  their  allowance  and 
payment  ultimately  by  the  National  government,  we  will  not  per- 
mit ourselves  to  doubt — for  it  would  be  to  doubt  the  integrity, 
and  honor,  and  justice  of  the  American  People.  A  cause  may 
perhaps  be  found  for  the  inexcusable  and  shocking  neglect  by 
Congress  heretofore,  of  these  claims,  in  the  excitement  of  party 
politics,  which  has  distracted  this  nation  for  the  last  four  years, 
but  we  have  confidence  that  occasion  for  just  reproach  in  this  re- 
gard, will  not  exist  much  longer. 

Florida  demands  ot  the  federal  government  admission  into  the 
Union  as  a  right.  In  recognizing  this  right,  we  believe  we 
have  shown  the  interests  of  the  nation  will  be  promoted.  There 
is,  however,  one  other  topic  proper  to  be  commented  upon. 
Florida  presents  herself  to  Congress  impoverished  by  this  war — 
she  asks  of  the  people  of  the  States  to  reflect  upon  the  calamities 
with  which  she  has  been  visited,  ^and  decide  if  hers  is  not  a  pro- 
per case  for  the  exercise  of  liberality.  Donations  have  always 
been  made  of  land  to  a  State  on  its  admission,  if  the  soil  belong 
to  the  United  States.  The  reservation  of  the  sixteenth  ^sections 
for  school  purposes  in  Florida,  owing  to  the  spotted  character  of 
the  country,  is,  in  four  cases  out  of  five,  comparatively  worthless. 
Would  it  not  be  just  for  Congress  to  authorize  in  such  cases  the 
selection  of  other  sections  for  such  purposes,  under  the  direction 
of  the  State  Government. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  donations,  the  appropriation  of  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  to'enable  the  erection  of  a  State  pen- 
itentiary, and  other  necessary  public  buildings,  w<Duld  cause  the 
completion  of  such  edifices  directly,  when  without  such  aid,  the 
inability  ef  our  people  to  pay  onerous  taxes,  by  reason  of  the 
eflfects  of  this  war,  may  cause  postponement  for  many  years. 

As  by  admission  as  a  State,  the  Federal  Government  saves 
the  expense  of  maintaining  the  Territorial  Government,  a  do- 
nation often  townships  of  land  to  get  our  State  Government  in- 
to operation,  and  aiding  its  support  for  the  first  two  or  three 
years,  would  be  an  act  of  generosity  as  well  as  justice. 

If  to  get  rid,  (as  far  as  it  regards  Florida,)  of  the  dispute  in 
relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  it 
would  consent  also  to  cede  all  the  lands  not  covered  by  bona 
fide  Spanish  grants,  or  necessary  to  the  federal  governments  to 
the  State  of  Florida,  upon  condition  of  her  satisfying  the  claims 
jfio^  Indian  spoliations^  and  the  surplus  to  be  applied  to  objects  of 
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general  public  otility  to  be  specified  by  Coogreaii  the  sun  of 
prosperity  would  again  dawn  in  Florida. 

If  Congress  will  yield  this  tribute  to  justice  and  generosity— > 
if  it  will  encourage  emigraiion  as  we  have  suggested — if  it  will 
admit  us  a  state,  as  we  have  asked,  the  destinies  of  Florida,  *^or 
weal  or  for  woe,"  will  under  Providence  depend  hereafter  on  her. 
own  citizens,  with  the  prudence  and  energy  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  continue  to  characterize  most  of  her  people,  that  her 
career  would  be  as  prosperous  as,  in'such  case,  its  commence- 
ment  will  be  auspicious  no  one  can  doubt. 

The  Committee  deem  their  duly  fulfilled  by  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory 
be  directed  to  have  two  copies  made  of  all  the  reports  of  for- 
mer Committees  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Senate,  and  of  all  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  either,  and  of  memorials  by  either,  to  Con- 
gress, in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a  State  under  the 
St.  Joseph  constitution,  and  also  that  it  procure  two  copies  of 
the  published  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  at  St.  Joseph,  and  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  it 
and  ratified  by  the  people,  and  all  protect?,  with  such  other  pa- 
pers and  documents  as  said  Committee  may  deem  advisable;  one 
copy  whereof  wiih  a  copy  of  said  report  and  of  this  resoluliott 
be  certified  by  the  Speaker  and  Clerk  of  this  House  and  trans* 
mitted  to  His  Excellency  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  hereby  respectfully  solicited  to  lay  the  same  be- 
fore Congress  for  their  action  thereon;  and  tbe  other  copy  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Honorable  David  Levy,  the  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  Florida,  in  order  to  procure  a  decision  thereon,  if 
practicable,  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Resolvedj  That  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
clerk  for  said  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

AUGUSTUS  STEELE,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  the  reported  resolution  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow: 
Also,  ordered  that  500  copies  of  the  Report  andilesolutioa  be 
printed. 

The  House  received  from  tho  Senate : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  authorise  John  A.  Pringle  to 
establish  a  toll  bridge  across  Escambia  river*  Passed  by  the 
Senate  without  amendment; 

Also,  a  bill  entitled,  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Apalachicola.  Passed  by  the  Senate  without 
amendment, 

Also,  a  Resolution  originating  in  the  House,  askiin;  an  appro- 
pnation  of  Congress,  for  the  fortification  of  St.  Anarews'  Bay* 
Adopted  by  the  Senate  without  amendment. 
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Abo,  a  rekoiiilioii  adopted  b^  that  body  antboriiifig  fUidfe*' 
quiring  the  Auditor  to  audit  and  settle  to  John  Brotniwell,twea« 
IjMbar  doHats  for  aervices  rendered;  which  was  read  the  first 
time  and  ordered  for  to-<norrow, 

Mt*  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territoiy) 
made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  ^tate  of  the  Territory  to  whom  was 
rciferted  certafn  resolatioqs  reqolring  Ihe  immediale  aditaiMion 
of  Florida  into  the  Union  as  a  Staite, 

REPORT: 


That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration  and  ap- 
proving of  the  views  embraced  in  said  resolutions,  recommend 
their  adoption,  with  some  slight  amendment,  which  they  have 
suggested.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  general  report  of  the 
Committee  heretofore  made. 

AUGUSTUS  STEELE,  Cbairmati. 

28th  February,  1842. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  the  resolution  read  and  oN 
dered  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  tbt 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  ibt 
following  Bills,  viz : 

1.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  establish  a  Court  for  <lhe 
trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  committed  by  slaves  and  Iree 
persons  of  color. 

2.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  concerning  the  Hmittttton  df  ac- 
tions. 

3.  A  Bin  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  sureties. 

4.  A  Bill,  to  be  entitled  ad  Act  to  restrict  the  power  of  Justi* 
ces  of  the  Peace  on  the  subject  of  bail. 

5.  A  Bill  to  be  entitled  ad  Act  to  authorize  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  and  to  repeal  cer- 
tain Acts  therein  mentioned  aod  for  other  purposes. 

6.  A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  faciliidte  the  annual  settlement  of 
ifdmitisstrators,  executors  and  guardians. 

Repon  said  Bills  back  to  the  House.  To  the  first  Bill  snty- 
dry  ^tmendments  are  proposed  to  make  it  conform  to  the  organic 

The  second,  third  and  fourth  bills  are  reported  without  amend- 
ment, leaving  anv  member  to  prepare  any  amendments  ip  the 
House  he  may  thin/k  advisable. 

To  the  Mb  Bill  the  Committee  report  «nidry  i 
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The  sixth  they  report  as  inexpedient.   ,  They  report  a  substitate 
therefor,  entitled 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerning- 
wills,  letters  testamentary,  and  letters  of  administration  and  the 
duties  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,  approved  No- 
vember 20, 1828. 

J.  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr.  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be 
placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  made 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  who  were  "  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  repealing  the  Act  incorporating 
the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  Acts  suppleroentory  there* 
to,  with  power  to  take  testimony  and  send  for  persons  and  papers, 

REPORT : 

That  in  pursuance  of  said  instruction,  they  called  before  them  sun- 
dry witnesses  whose  examinations  the^  took  in  writing,  which  with 
copies  of  several  important  documents  procured  firom  said  witneaeee 
are  hereto  annexed,  marked  Ic.  B.  C.  D.  E. 

The  Committee  find,  by  reference  to  the  published  statutes  of  the 
Territory  that  the  following  Acts  have  been  heretofore  passed  respect* 
ing  said  Bank,  viz : 

An  Ace  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  city  of  Tallahaiitoe,  passed 
Feb.  11,  1882. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  and  amendatory  of  the  charter  of  the  Centnd 
Bank  of  Florida,  passed  Feb.  13,  1834. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  approved  Febw 
13th,  1886. 

.An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Central  Bank  of  Fieri, 
da,  approyed  Feb.  12,  1837. 

An  Act  amendatory  to  the  several  Acts  incorporating  the  Central 
Bank  of  Florida,  approved  4th  March,  1841. 

Under  the  Act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  March  4, 1839,  Chas* 
S.  Sibley,  Esq.,  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Fk)rida,  instituted  proceedings  by  scire  facias  to  procure  a  forfeiture 
of  the  charter  of  said  bank  for  non^user.  These  proceedings  were 
commenced  in  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty^ne,  and  are  yet 
pending,  but  probably  will  be  determined  at  the  present  or  the  next 
ensuing  term  of  the  Superior  Court  of  this  County.  It  is  understood 
that  those  who  claim  to  own  the  Bank,  contend  that  the  Act  of  last 
session  abates  the  suit  so  instituted ;  but  the  District  Attorney,  we 
learn,  has  not  deemed  himself  authorized  or  requured  to  enter  its  dis* 
continuance,  since  the  act  which  was  passed  subsequent  to  the  ioati* 
tiittion  and  publication  of  the  proceedings,  makes  no  provision  for  the 
abatement  of  the  suit,  but  intends  to  submit  the  question  to  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Court.  The  Committee  do  not  deem  it  proper  to  interfere 
"^itli  the  course  of  (his  ofiicer,  if  disapproved  of,  which  is  not  the  case* 
Hie  Committee  also  learn  the  costs  have  not  been  paid  by  the  Bank* 
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The  Central  Bank  of  Florida  was  bought  up  by*  the  Udioq  Bank  of 
Florida,  January,  1838,  since  which  time  it  has  hot  been  ia  operatioa.. 
Its  Bills  have  it  is  believed  been  nearly  all  redeemed,  but  there  ace  out* 
standing  and  unpaid  liabilities  of  the  Central  Bank,  amounting  to  be-  • 
tween  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars.  These  liabilities  still  exist,  it  is 
presumed,  against  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank,  when  it  sold  out  at 
the  Union  Bank,  and  it  is  uodersiood  the  Union  Bank  have  also  foe* 
conie  expressly  responsible  for  them« 

During  the  last  spring,  the  Union  Bank  sold  this  charter  to  an  as- 
sociation incorporated  at  St.  Joseph,  called  the 

The  particulara  of  this  sale  are  briefly  set  forth  in  the  report  of  this 
Committee  on  a  previous  day  of  this  session,  in  relation  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida. 

The  Committee  recite  that  statement. 

**  By  the  investigation  of  this  Committee,  at  this,  session,  of  the 
afiaira  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
Union  Bank  owns  715  shares  of  the  stock  of  that  Bank,  considered  as 
paid  in.  A  reference  to  the  transactions  by  which  the  bank  came  to 
have  this  stock,  will  in  the  estimation  of  the  Committee,  exhibit  a 
wast  of  proper  vigilance  and  prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  Union 
Bcmk*  It  was  possessed  of  tfn  unquestionably  good  note  for  about 
$104,128,  made  by  some  of  the  stockholdera  of  the  old  St.  Joseph 
Rail  Road  Company.  By  an  arraagement  made  with  the  new  St. 
Joseph  Company,  it  agreed  to  give  up  this  note  and  assign  about 
•41,500  of  Judgments  it  held  against  the  old  St.  Joseph  Company, 
and  also  the  Central  Bank  charter  for  8145,628  00.  This  was  to  be 
paid  as  follows: 
The  Union  Bank  was  to  take  715  shares  of  Central 

Bank  stock,  considered  as  paid  in,  and  valued  at  $71,500  00 

There  was  paid  in  Union  Bills,  June  1st,  1841,  39,128  00 

A  note  made  by  Stewart  &  Fontane,  John  R.  Daw- 
son, H.  T.  Hall  and  J.  A.  Deblois,  A.  B.  Davis, 
D.  McDougald,  and  N.  McGee,  all  of  Columbu9, 
Geojrgia.    Due  Ist  December,  1841,  for  35,000  00 

•145,028  00 
\^ith  the  bank  stock»  the  Union  Bank  receives  the  same  propor- 
tion of  shares  in  the  stock,  property,  etc.,  of  the  new  St.  Joseph  Com« 
pany,  it  being  in  fact  the  same  Company  as  the  Central  Bank.  The 
note  for  935,000  has  been  dishonored  by  the  makers,  but  the  Union 
j^ank  has  parted  with  it.  The  Central  ^ank  has  not  been  put  into 
operation,  and  cannot  be  at  this  time,  if  ever,  beneficially  for  the  coun« 
try,  by  those  who  now  own  it.  Ti  e  shares  and  property  of  the  new 
St.  Joseph  Company,  it  is  believed,  will  ultimately  prove  to  be  of  in- 
considerable value,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Union^^ank  will  in 
all  probability  sLik  the  principal  part  of  the  investment  oi  971,500  in 
Central  Bank  stock ;  and  if  the  note  for  $35,000,  now  in  suit,  should 
not  be  realized  (as  the  bank  has  guaranteed  its  payment)  the  actual 
loss  by  thiik  transaction  alone  may  be  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dc^lara." 

A  raference  to  the  documents  annexed  will  show  the  data  and  evt* 
dence.on  which  it  was  made,  and  will  also  show  the  names  of  the 
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ffmeiat  sto^koldeni  of  said  hmak.  The  Committee  afipand  bifOtQ 
oe|Nes  «f  Geitan  Wtlers  addressed  to  the  CoHnoii  al  last  aewkufe  .to  i»^ 
diioe  the  passage  of  the  act  last  above  re&ried  to. 

Bj  a  reference  to  them  it  will  appear  that  some  of  the  aasiuranaeft 
llieft  given  of  the  intentions  of  those  who  wished  the  aet  were  madA 
as  usual  *^  for  effect,"  and  have  not  been  righteously  complied  witfa. 

Tlie  Committee  submit  to  the  House  testimony  and  dooumeals. 
going  to  show  who  and  what  are  the  persona  residing  out  oi  Florida, 
daiming  to  have  control  of  this  charter,  and  showing  alsa  that  under 
their  auspices  it  is  not  probable  it  will  be  put  into  operatioa  propezl|^. 
and  advantageously  to  the  People  of  Florida,  if  at  aU. 

Nevertheless  the  Committee  will  not  recommend  either  the  pvapriety 
OX  expediency  of  an  absolute  repeal  of  this  charter. 

The  sacrifice  of  the  seventy  one  thousand  five  huadsed  ddlars 
which  the  Union  ^nk  owns  of  its  stock,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  stock 
of  our  own  citizens,  wterested  in  said  bank,  consequent  oo  8ue&  re« 
Beal,  and  the  embarrassment  it  might  cause  to  tl^e  oreditora  of  the 
bank  in  Florida,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  di^aia  aloaa» 
restrain  us  from  such  recommendation. 

To  secure  and  protect  ttiose  interests,  the  Committee  deem  k  most 
advisable  to  pass  an  amendatory  act.  As  the  bank  baa  not  beau  ia« 
arganized  since  its  sale,  and  as  difficulties  occur  ki  the  legal  reorganU 
zation  thereof,  requiring  Legislative  aid,  the  Committea  propoae  that 
to  secure  in  such  organization  the  interests  of  our  own  coBinBii|Mtj» 
the  first  directors  be  named  in  such  amendatory  act,  and  be  selected 
exclusively  from  tlie  Florida  stockholders,  and  that  other  amendmeata 
containing  restrictions  be  made  to  the  former  acts,  to  eiaot  whiohtha 
Conunitee  report  the  following  BiU.  ' 

E.'E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman- 

(A.) 

Richard  C.  Spann,  Elsq.  of  Akbama«  was  examineJ  before  the 
Committee. 

Being  asked  if  he  was  acquainted  with  Daniel  McDougald,  John 
Fountain,  H.  Hall,  A  B.  Davis  and  others,  who  are  stated  to  be  inter- 
asted  in.  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  and  also  enquired  of  as  to  their 
residonco  and  business,  and  whether  they  are  interested  iu  suspeoded 
Banks  in  Cokunbue,  Georgia,  answers  that  none  of  the  persons  who 
are  named  above,  are  residents  of  Florida.  General  McDougald  was 
lately  tho  Prosident  of  the  Planters  Bank  of  Columbus,  which  is  in 
bad  credit  and  in  a  state  of  suspension,  and  which  it  ia  antioipated  by 
nsany  will  fail.  He  resides  in  Georgia,  at  Columbus.  Mr.  Pountaia 
also  resides  in  Columbus,  Georgia.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Northern  man,  en. 
gaged  in  purchasing  cotton  for  some  Lowell  or  Boston  houses.  Ha 
ia  a  young  man.  He  is  generally,  during  the  cotton  buying^ssMoa  ia 
OokMBbus,  but  in  the  summer  at  the  North.  A.  B.  Davis  k  Cashier 
of  tha  Bank  of  Columbus,  also  in  a  state  of  suspension,  and  has  baea 
for  soma  time.  The  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  it  ba^  boon  raportad» 
was  to  be  efitahlished  at  St.  Joseph,  but  it  has  not  been  astaUiBba^ 
and  the  pretty  s^neral  opinion  is  entertained  that  it  will  not  ba,  or  if 
it  is,  it  will  act  be  conducted  with  reference  to  benefitin^^  the  intesests 
of  the  ooaHMi&i^  in  Flarida,  but  merely  aa  a  mean  u  inatrumeotta 
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aabserve  th^  jmrfam  of  ihoM  MBoamed  ki  the  Bai|k0  in  CdamM% 
<Mr  the  iflterestfl  of  those  ii^  Coliiiiibus  who  are  MtackhoUanMi  laid 
Geetn^  Bank ;  and  he  further  says,  m  answer  to  enquiry  to  that  point, 
Ibat  ha  4oth  not  believe  those  concerned,  and  said  to  be  concerned  in 
it,  can  furnish  the  specie  capital  to  put  it  inlo  succeesftil  and  beaefi* 
eial  operation  at  St.  Joseph. 

RICHARD  C  SPANN. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  18, 1842. 

£.  £.  BLACKBURN,  ChairaMiH  htu 

(B.) 

Daniel  E.  Dodge,  Esq.  merchant,  of  Apalachicola,  Florida,  being 
iiworn,  and  enquired  of  respecting  those  said  to  be  interested  in  tke 
Central  Bank  of  Florida,  residing  in  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  also  as 
to  the  prospect  of  said  Bank  being  established  on  proper  prineiplesy 
aeeordmg  to  its  amended  charter,  answers  and  sa)  s,  that  he  knows 
most  of  the  persons  of  Columbus,  said  to  be  concerned  in  it,  and  that 
ikey  are  also  mostly  interested  in  the  suspended  Banks  at  Gohitnbas : 
that  there  is  a  very  general  opinion  that  said  Bank  eannot  be  flirnish* 
ed  with  a  speeie  capital,  and  establisted  at  St.  Joseph  by  them,  and  if 
It  is  established  that  (here  is  Rule  security  for  its  being  conducted  and 
managed  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Pk>rida,  but 
will  be  most  probably  used  chiefly  to  promote  the  Columbus  tntorests 
of  a  rival  character;  and  that  deponent  would  not,  with  his  present 
impressions  of  said  Bank,  and  those  having  tftie  control  of  k,  if  it 
was  to  go  into  operation,  take  its  bills. 

D.  K.  DOD6B. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  18, 1842. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corporationa* 

(C.) 

John  6.  Gramble,  President  of  the  Union  Bank  ef  Ftortda,  keinf 
flummotied  before  the  Committee,  and  sworn,  was  enquired  of  re« 
epecting  the  negotiations  for  the  disposal  ef  the  charter  ef  the  Cea« 
tral  Bank  of  Florida,  by  the  Union  ^ank,  and  the  particulars  thereof 
and  was  requested  to  state  whether  the  agreement  had  been  eompfied 
with,  states  that  after  varknis  negotiations^  the  Union  J9ank  et  Pbrida^ 
did,  in  the  month  of  May,  1841,  enter  into  ati  agreement  with  A.  J^ 
Davis,  H.  T.  Hall  and  others,  for  the  transfer  and  sale  oftheekarter 
of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida. 

The  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  sale  was  made  were,  that 
ihe  Union  J^ank  of  Fk>rida  woukl  be  entitled  to  seven  hundred  and 
HHeen  shares  of  one  hundred  dollant  each,  in  the  capital  sleek  of 
iaid  Centra!  Aink,  to  be  paid  for  as  feNows,  viz : 

1.  Bj  Iransfor  to  the  purchasers  of  the  Charter,  or  to  the  new 
Company,  claims  and  judgments  which  the  Unk)n  Bank  of  Florida 
held  againsi  the  Lake  \¥imioo  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  abd  Rail  Road 
Company,  amounting  to  $41|6W 

9.  By  a  deduction  of  $30,000,  Irom  the  amoont  of  a  cer- 
lain  note  ealed  the  <^IroB  Note,'^  wUch  was  due  to  the 
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Union  Bank^  by  parties,  who  were  understood  to  be  kurge 
stockholders  in  the  new  i^anking  Company^  80,000 

$71,500 
The  amount,  principnl  and  interest  of  said  Iron  Note,  on 
Ist  June,  1841,  was  x  404,128 

From  which  deducting  the  aforesaid  sum  of  80,000 

Left  to  be  paid,  974,128 

Which  the  parties  agree  to  pay  as  follows : 
On  the  1st  June,  1841,  989,128 

And  by  a  satisfactory  note  payable  with  in- 
terest on  Ist'Decemher,  1841,  85,000 


•74,128 

The  payment  of  the  $89,128  has  been  made. 
The  note  for  $35,000  remains  unpaid;  and  the  Union  Bank  has  re- 
cently transferred  it  to  one  of  its  creditors. 

By  the  agreement  for  the  t^ransfer  of  the  chapter  of  the  Central 
Bankf  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  is  entitled  to  the  same  proportion  of 
■hares  in  the  capital  stock,  property,  d(c.  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Lake 
Winico  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company,  which  it  is  entitled  lo  iu  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Central  Bank. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Florida  gave  to  the  subscribers  for  the  pur- 
chase, of  the  charter  of  the  Central  Bank,  a  bond  of  indemnity  against 
ftll  liabilities  of  the  Central  Bank  previously  exbting. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  19th  of  January,  1842. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations. 

(D.) 

Tom  Peter  Chaires,  Esq.,  being  summoned  before  the  Committee 
and  interrogated,  says  that  the  papers  annexed  are, 

1st.  A  copy  of  a  memorandum  of  a  contract  entered  into  by  H.  T» 
Hall  and  A.  B.  Davis  for  themselves  and  others,  and  deponent  and  C. 
H.  Dupont,  Esq*  in  behalf  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

2d.  A  hst,  as  near  as  deponent  can  state  from  memory  at  this  time, 
of  those  said  to  be  interested  in  the  Central  Bank  at  this  time,  and 
their  residence,  with  the  amounts  paid  in  by  each  towards  liquidating 
the  detnand  of  the  Union  Bank. 

Deponent  says  the  Columbus  subscribers  yet  owe  the  Union  Bank 
or  Its  assignee,  the  $85,000  note  given  by  several  of  them  as  stated  by 
Colonel  Gamble,  and  they  have  not  repaid  deponent  his  balance 
due  for  advances  amounting  to  about  $11,000,  besides  interest.  The 
Columbus  subscribers  or  shareholders  have  the  assignment  of  the 
charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  the  seal  of  said  Bank  and  other  pa«* 
pers  in  their  possession,  but  no  transfer  in  writing  by  the  deponent* 
A  copy  of  the  $85,000  is  annexed  hereto  at  request  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  deeds  and  papers  were  made  to  deponent  as  agent  by  the  bank 
and  the  Marshal  of  the  Apalachicola  District,    The  bank  has  nyt  yet 
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beep  organized,  or  put  in  operation,  or  new  directors  or  officers  legallj 
ektoted. 

Deponent  annexes  copies  of  two  powers  to  bring  sundry  other  pa* 
pers  at  the  request  of  the  committee.  For  a  fuller  eiplanation  of  ail 
of  the  transactions,  he  refers  to  the  statement  of  Col.  Gamble,  which 
be  has  seen. 

TOM  PETER  CHAIRES. 

(E.) 
CoLiTHBirs,  Geo. — Be  it  known  that  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in 
us  vested,  by  an  order  of  the  subscribers  for  the  purchase  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  we  do  hereby  constitute  ^nd  ap« 
point  T.  P.  Chaires,  Esq.  our  agent  to  carry  into  effect  the  articles 
of  agreement  this  day  entered  into  between  the  committee  of  the  Un* 
ion  Bank  of  Florida  and  the  said  subscribers  for  the  said  purchase,. by 
receiving  from  the  said  Union  Bank  of  Florida  all  such  transfers  and 
assignments,  and  doing  and  performing  such  things  as  may  be  ueces* 
*  sary  to  effect  the  objects  of  said  agreement. 

Witness  oui  bands  and  seals  the  2l8t  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1841* 

H.   T.  HALL,      I  CnrntmitP^ 

A.  B.  DAVISI,    ;  Committee. 
Witness,         > 
John  Fontaitb,  \ 

(F.) 

CoLuicBUB,  June  21, 1841. 
Mr.  Tom  Peter  Gfaaires  is  hereby  fully  authorised  to  act  for  the 
Colambus  stockhokiers  in  the  Central  Bank,  and  any' contract,  sale, 
or  arraogements  he  may  make  will  be  considered  as  binding  upoa 
them. 

H.  T.  HALL, 
Agent  for  the  Columbus  stockhokiers* 

(G.) 
List  of  the  Stockholderi  of  the  Central  Jgankof  Florida* 
Stewart  6i  Fontane,  Smith  6i  Green,  A.  B.  Davis,  Hall  ^  Oeblois, 
D.  McDougald,  Thomas  Moore,  John  R.  Dawson.  Davis  ^  Plume» 
J.  R.  Ridgwa^,  John  H.  Howard,  Thomas  Morris,  R.  T.  Hardaway^ 
F.  N.  Ruse,  N.  McGehee,  James  H.  Shorten  J.  R.  Clapp,Thoma» 
Hoxey,  Jones  dc  Moore,  Joseph  L.  Smallwood,  £.  S.  Greenwoodr 
John  D.  Howell,  Robert  H.  Taylor,  William  R.  Daffin,  Samuel  Sr 
Sibley,  Greorge  M.  Smith,  M.  L.  Cavert,  Josepb  Chaires,  D.  B* 
Wooo,  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

(H.) 
Memorandum  of  an  Agreement  entered  into  oh  the  part  cf  Tho9^ 
'    Peter  Chaires  and  Charles  H.  Dupant,  Es^s.,  a  Committee  of 

the  Union  Bank  of  Florida^  on  the  one  party  and  the  ^Subscribers 

for  the  purchase  of  the  Charter  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida  on 

the  other  part : 

1st.  That  the  Union  Bank  of  Fkrida  will  transfer  the  Iron  Notet 
originally  given  for  $1M,000,  on  which  ten  thousand  dollars  has 
been  paid ;  the  Union  Bank  ol  FWrida  also  agrees  to  transfer  to 
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Ike  Subscribers  for  ihe  pur6bas»  of  the  CliHtter  of  the  Comrtl  Bmk 
of  Florida,  Judgments  against  the  St.  Joseph  and  Lake  Wimmo 
Ciinftl  aed  ft^il  Road  Company,  to  the  amount  of  ^M^tOO 

And  also  Bonds  of  said  Company,  upon  trbich  Judgweoc 
Im8  BOt  beea  obtained;  se  far  as  k  koowo,  19^5M 


$41,500 

The  Subscribers  for  the  purchase  of  the  ChaHer  of  the  Central 
Bank  of  Florida  on  their  part,  agree  to  pay  to  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  on  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  thuty-nine  thousand  oce  huo- 
dred  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  and  to  give  said  Bank  a  Bond  or 
^otea,  satisfactorily  endorsed*  for  thirty-five  thousand  dollarst  paya« 
ble  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  1841,  and  stock  in  the 
Central  Bank  of  Florida  for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  say  $300  sliares 
at  $100  each,  which  said  cash,  Bond  or  Notes,  and  Slock,  will  be  ia 
full  payment  for  the  Iron  Note. 

The  Subscribers  for  the  purchase  of  the  Charter  of  tbe  Central 
Bank  of  Florida,  also  agree  to  issue  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Flortda« 
Stock  in  the  Central  Bank  at  $100  per  share,  for  the  amount  of  ibe 
Judgments  end  Bonds  before  specified,  say  $41,500,  and  the  interest 
that  may  be  due  on  the  same,  which  it  is  agreed  will  be  iu  full  pay« 
ment  for  said  judgment  and  bonds. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Florida  further  agrees  to  give  the  subscri- 
bers for  the  purchase  of  the  charter  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida, « 
•atufaotory  boad  of  indemnity  against  all  liabilities  of  the  Central 
Bank,  previous  to  the  transfer  before  athided  to. 

It  in  further  agreed  and  urndei  stood  between  die  parties,  that  the 
IBtookholders  ia  the  Ceatral  Bank  a(  Fbriea,  are  to  be  eqailly  loter^ 
ested  in  proportion  to  their  stork  in  said^ank,  in  the  Rjiil  Road* 
Locomotives,  Cars,  dbc,  and  in  all  the  property,  real  and  personal^ 
ihat  May  be  bought  nader  ibe  Judgmeols,  Bonds  aad  Mortgages,  be- 
fore  specified. 

Dated  in  Columbus,  May  21st,  1841,  and  sif^ned  in  duplicate. 

H.  T.  HALL, 
A.  B.  DAVIS, 
Committee  on  part  of  the  Columbus  Sto^kboldeis. 
TOM  PETER  CUAIBES, 
C.  H.  DUPONf. 

CoiA7ic]ii7s,<6ed.)  1st  Jooe)  IMt. 
$85,000. 

On  or  before  the  first  day  of  December  next,  we,  the  subecribers, 
joiiitty  Bod  severally,  promise  to  pay  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Floridat 
tbirQr  five  thousand  Dollars,  with  interest  from  date,  for  value  reeeiv* 
siit  iMcatiable  and  payable  at  Said  Bank. 

aTBWART  ^  fONTAIHX. 
JOUll  A.    DAWSOIC 
B.  T.  BAJUL    d&  #•  JL,  JNBVXmS* 
A.  B.  AatVI. 
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Which  report  was  coDcnrred  in,  and  the  bill  reported  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  nominations  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
were  considered  and  consented  to,  vis : 

Dcrmit  H.  Mays,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Madison  County. 
For  the  County  of  St.  Johns,  James  M.  Gould  and  James  B. 
Cole,  Justices  of  the  Peace.  James  Eeogh,  Arthur  Magee  and 
Jacob  Mickler,  Auctioneers.  James  B.  Cole,  Notary  Public. 
For  the  County  of  Columbia,  John  F.  Webb  and  William  Cone, 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  following  nominations  were  rejected : 
Peter  Simmons,  forjudge  of  the  County  Court,  for  Jackson 
County. 

On  the  question  of  consenting  to  the  nomination  of  John  C. 
Cleland,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Couuty  of  St.  Johns, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Dancy 
and  were  as  follows: 
Teas — Messrs.  Bryan  and  Lancaster — 2. 
Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Long, 
McKinnon,  McRaney,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor,  West- 
c#tt— 19. 

So  the  nomination  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Amon  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  nomination  of  Dermit 
H.  Mays,  be  reconsidered ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

On  the  question  of  advising  and  consenting  to  the  nominal 
tion  of  Dermit  H.  Mays,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  Madison 
County,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Arnou  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Kelly, 
Malone,  Westcott — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Edwards, 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,   Long,  McKinnon,  McRaney, 
Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor  and  Taylor — 15. 
So  the  nomination  was  rejected. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  protection  of  mortgagers 
was  again  read.  The  House  went  into  Committee  6i  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Tabor  in  the  chair,  on  said  Bill,  after  some  time  the  Com- 
mittee  rose  and  by  their  chairman  reported  the  Bill  as  amended, 
which  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  Bill  passed ;  ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Arnou  moved  that  a  Bill  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Bolan,  be  taken  from  the  table  and  be  placed  first 
among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill,  substituted  for  a  Bill  passed  by  the  House,  to  be  en- 
titled an  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Sen^tt^rs  wim  t^ken  op. 

28 
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M r«  Lancaster  moved  that  die  Home  insist  on  the  original  Bill 
-passed  by  the  House,  and  the  yeas  an^  nays  being  tailed  hy 
Messrs.  Westcolt  and  Dancy  were  as  follows: 

^  eas — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryau,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  Long,  M alone,  McKinnon  and  Stephens — 10. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy, 
Haddock,  Kelly,  McRaney,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  West- 
cott— 11. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  Bill  as  amended,  by 
inserting  the  following,  ''also  Calhoun,  Jackson  and  Washing- 
ton,*' in  the  second  line  of  the  second  section,  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Edwards  were  as  follows* 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker.  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Krily,  Lancaster,  Lewb,  Loqg, 
McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Edwards,  Malone,  McKinnon  and 
Stephens — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed.  Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated,  and 
•the  same  certified  to  the  Senate. 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate,  instructing  the  Andrtor 
to  audit  and  pay  an  account  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams, 
was  again  read.  The  ayes  and  noe^  being  called  on  its  adop- 
tion, were  as  follows :    . 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Dancy,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly, 
Lancaster,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Stephens',  Tabor — ^11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Haddock» 
Lewis,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott — 10. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted  without  amendment  Ordered 
that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kelly  offered  the  following  memorial,  which  was  read 
and  put  upon  its  passage: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepretenlaHve$  ui 

Congress  assembled. 

The  undersigned  memorialists,  the  Goremor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respectfully  represent  to 
your  Honorable  bod}*,  that  they  deem  it  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance that  no  time  should  ht  lost  in  putting  in  the  best  possible 
state  of  defence  that  portion  of  their  frontier,  which  borders  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  our  whole  line  of  frontier,  no  one  por- 
tion centers  a  deeper  interest  than  that  which  embraces  tbe 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Chatahooche  Rivers, 
and  in  the  event  of  misunderstanding  with  a  foreign  maratime 
power,  at  no  point  would  the  enemy  be  so  sure  to  rendetvons  as 
at  that,  where  he,  could  at  once  shut  up,  or  cut  off  a  vast  per- 
lion  of  our  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  dangerously  threaten  die 
lecurity  of  our  fellow  cititens^ 
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The  mmolested  trade  by  the  rivers  alladed  to,  is  not  ontyof 
indispensable  importance  to  tte  numerous  States  which  border 
on  them,  but  to  the  entire  country ;  for  what  State  ofthe  Union 
is  not  more  or  less  interested  directly  in  the  trade  which  passes 
through  these  natural  channels?  On  every  principle  then  ofna- 
tionai  interest  and  patriotism,  this  unmolested  intercourse  must 
be  protected  and  seitared* 

Your  memorialists  do  not  pretend  to  judge  ofthe  advantages 
of  any  one  point  over  another  on  that  frontier^  as  best  calculated 
to  effect  thid  desirable  objeqt,  but  some  one  point,  at  leasts 
should  at  once  be  rendered  capable  of  not  only  making  a  de- 
fence, but  also  of  furnishing  a  ready  assistance  and  defence  to 
other  contiguous  points.  Some  post  where  repairs  and  sup- 
plies to  our  navy  could  at  any  time  be  furnished  withbut  the 
absolute  necessity,  as  at  present,  ior  any  vessel  to  resort  to  a 
distant  northern  or  Adantic  port  for  that  object.  The  exis- 
tence of  such  a  rendezvous  for  our  ships,  and  an  easy  and  rapid 
channel  of  commnntcarion  by  Rail  Road  with  the  interior,  would 
be  a  matter  of  incalculable  advantage. 

A  marititne  force,  inimical  to  us,  might  be  disposed  to  attack 
an  isolated  point,  or  one  having  no  facile  commtniication  from 
the  interior,  but  would  ponder,  and  ponder  well,  before  risking 
a  blow,  however  successful  in  promise,  under  conviction  that  the 
triumph  would  then  be  confined  and  Kmrted,  and  without  power 
to  extend  it  further  against  accumulating  defence^  which  such 
channels  of  communication  would  brin^s^.  Such  a  triumph' 
would,  atbesti  be  but  precarious  and  temporary,  and  therefbre 
not  likely  to  be  attempted.  And  your  memorialists  would  here 
haiard  an  opinion,  that  no  portion  of  our  maritime  border  is  less 
likely  to  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  than  that,  where  he  knows 
that  internal  communication  exist  to  promptly  bring  to  the  de- 
fence a  patriotic  population  from  the  interior.  Nor  would  an 
enemy  lie  able  to  hold  a  position  in  safety,  or  with  impunity, 
contiguous  to  a  point  of  rendezvous  for  our  own  Navy,  thus 
provided  with  the  means  of  defence  and  attack.  Tour  memori- 
aiUsts  will  not  stop  to  inquire  how  far  such  a  rendezvous,  thus 
organised,  and  aided  by  Rail-road  communication,  squares  with 
9  rigid  construction  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress* 
Tb^  know  that  such  an  indispensable  necessity  exists,  and  most 
respectfully  urge  on  Congress  cither  a  friendly  aid  to  private 
enterprise  ready  to  undertake  it,  or  by  a  natioiial  adoptioB  at 
the  work,  carry  it  promptly  to  completion. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Tay- 
lor OB  its  adoption,  were  as  follows: 

Xeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,     . 
Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Stephens  and  Westcott — 10. 
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Nays — ^Messrs.  Blackbarn,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards, 
Haddocky  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRaney,  Steele  and  Taylor-^IL 
So  the  House  refused  to  adopt  the  memorial. 
The  House  took  a  recess  till  half  past  7  o'clock. 

HALF  PAST  7  O'CLOCK. 


Mr.  Stephens^  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bilk  made 
the  follovFuig  Report : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to 

REPORT 

As  correctly  enrolled,  a  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to 
procure  the  immediate  passage  of  a  law,  establishing  a  separate 
collection  District  in  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  Tampa  as  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  ;  also. 

An  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on  the  waters  and 
in^the  harbor  of  Tampa  Bay ;  also, 

A  resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  the  Apa- 
lachicola  Swamp,  and  and  repairing  the  bridge  over  the  Chipola 
river;  also. 

An  Act  to  authorise  Benjamin  Marshal  to  establish  a  ferry 
acrois  the  Blackwater  river,  at  the  town  of  Milton. 

SAMUEL  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Westcott. moved  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  that  he  be 
permitted  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

JOINT  RB80LVTI0N8  BB8PBCTINO   THB  imfEDIATB  XSTABUSHlUirr 
OF  A  8TATB   GOVBRNXBNT. 

Wheretu  the  People  of  Florida  formed  io  the  years  1888  and  9  a 
CoDstitutioQ  for  the  State  of  Florida,  which  was  io  May,  1889  ratified 
by  a  popular  vote  of  the  whole  people,  and  whereas  the  ConatitotioQal 
Conventioo  memorialized  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  people  for  recog- 
nition of  our  right  to  admission,  and  whereas  the  people  of  Florida 
have  since  made  repeated  petitions  for  such  admission;  and  whereas 
the  Legislative  Council  at  every  session  since  1839,  have  in  obedi* 
^ce  to  the  will  of  the  people,  also  applied  to  Congress  to  allow  such 
admission;  and  whereas  all  these  memorials,  petitions  and  applica* 
lions  have  been  treated  with  inexcusable  neglect  and  indifference; 
and  whereas  the  people  of  this  Territory  are  resolved  to  assert  and 
main  tain  their  rights  as  freemen,  and  determined  not  to  submit  lo  the 
intolerable  evils  of  our  present  dependant  and  degrading  state  of  vas- 
salage any  longer  than  circumstances  will  allow  them  to  rid  them- 
■elves  thereof: 
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'  Be  it  therefore  Remjhed.  by  the  Senate  tnd  House  ofRepfoeenti 
lives  of  the  Territory  of  Florida*  that  the  Judges  of  the  Counly 
Courts  of  thb  Territory  be,  and  they  are  herel^  adthorized  and  re- 
quired to  order  eleotions  to  be  held  in  their  respective  counties  on  the 
se<k>nd  Monday  of  October  next,  for  the  several  State  Officers  desig* 
Dated  by  the  Constitution  framed  at  St.  Joseph  and  for  members  of 
the  State  Legislature,  who  shall  meet  as  directed  by  said  ConstitutioQ 
and  organize  said  State  Government  forthwith  in  case  Congress  doee 
not  accede  to  the  application  for  admission  during  this  session. 

Be  U  therefore  Reeolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Territory  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  County  Couits  of 
this  Territory,  a  copy  of  the  printed  J3umalB  of  preceedings  of  the 
Convention,  and  of  the  Constitution  in  his  office,  and  a  certi&d  copy 
of  (his  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Which  was  read  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  McKin- 
non  in  the  chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to 
the  several  Acts  now  in  force,  regolatmg  the  partition  of  pro-^ 
perty.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Com* 
mittee  rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  sundry 
amendments.     Which  Report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  Bill  lie  on  the  table  till  to-mor-     ' 
row,  which  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by 
Messrs  Taylor  and  Dancy,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnon,  Blackburn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Mc- 
Einnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westcott — 17, 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle.  Ernest,  Long  and  Malone— -4. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  St.  An* 
drew's  Bay  Land  Company,  was  again  read* 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  pro- 
perty under  execution,  under  certain  conditions,  was  again  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens,  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Dancy  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  in  conitideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  all  but  the  enacUng 
clause  stricken  out,  and  a  substitute  therefor; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Arnou  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Haddock  and  Ed- 
wards, were  as  follows,  vix : 

Teas — Messrs.  Arnon,  Battle,  Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Lewis, 
Makme,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele — 10. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker^  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan^  Ernest, 
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Edwards,  Kellf,  Ltncaste^  Lcmg,  Si/tfkHtfff  Tdbor»  Tagrfor 
and  Wib8ttott--f!^ 

So  tfie  motioii  wm  tost 

On  the  question  shall  this  btll  pass,  the  jett»  md  nays  Mttg 
called  by  Messrs.  Haddock  and  Arnoa,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  ittessrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Ernest.  Bd- 
wards^  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Stephens^  Tabor,  Taylor,  Weat- 
cott— 12. 

Nays — MtsBTtu  Arnou,,  Battle,  Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Lewis, 
Mal<Nie»  A^cKiimoo,  Pe^nt  and  Steele — 10. 

Sdsaid  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dttocy  moved  that  the  absent  members  be  alTowed 
to  record  their  votes  on  said  bill  on  to-morrow. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Steele  and  Dan- 
Gf  inrereaS  fi>Uows^: 

Yeas — Mn  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arn^u,  Battle,  Bryan,  Dancy» 
Deltf,  Bmest,  Haddock,  Kelly»  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malooe, 
Pent,  Steele,  Westcou— 16," 

Nays — Messrs.  Edwards,  AfcKinnon, Stephens,  Tabor,  Tay- 

lOF— *l^» 

Mr.  N^cstcott,  moved  that  the  title  of  the  bill  be  altered  tt> 
read,  "An  act  respecting  Executions." 

The  yeas  and  navs  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and 
Stephens,  were  a^  /olTows,  viz : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Afessrs.  Battle,  Bhckbtrm,  Dell,  Ernest, 
Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  McKmnon,  Steele,  Stephens^  Tay- 
lor, Tabor.  Westcott— 14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Amoa,  Bryan,  Dan^y^  Baddoek,  Ls^s, 
Long,  Malone  and  P^t—8. 

So  th^  motion  prev^led. 

A  bilt  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  ameiid  the  several  act$  in  ve- 
latibn  to  Ctecrions,  now  in  ibrce  in  this  Tlerritidryi  was  agaia 
read,  and  ordered  for  ta-raorrrow. 

A  hill  to  beemitled.  An  Ace  to  prcTent  trespasses^ on  Univw- 
sity  L^nd^,  wals  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
'  Ordered,  that  the  titFe  be  as  stated. 

A  bilt  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise  Thonras  Cooptr  to 
establish  d  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  River,  was  read  albird 
tim6  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  tiil&  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entid^d,  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  ApriiNibitttifr 
Transportation  Company,  was  again  resid, 

Oraered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  ti^^HAOrrow. 

A  Bilt  to  be  ^nthled,  ait  Ati  tt^estabfish  a  Grart  for  ttie  trial 
of  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  commkted  by  shtves  tndfreeh 
persons  of  cofor^  was  read  a:  tbtrd  dme  add  pthiscKfc 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  as  stftted. 
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A  Btfiltobeeiifideil,  m  Act  to  mtrict  Ae  powem  of  Jinitces 
of  4be  Peace,  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  theqaeitioa  shall  tfaie  bill  pass,  theyeae  and  naytbeiag 
lealled  t>y  IMesars*  Long  and  Malone,  were  as  ibilowe,  vti : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Afessrs.  Bal^le,  Blaokbura,  BrjaOtDa*- 
cy.  Deli,  Edwaf da.  Haddock,  Loag,  JUalpne,  McKiaDOiit  Fent^ 
fiteele,  Tabor.  We$lcM—l5i. 

Nays— Messrs.  Arnou,  Ernest,  LancasteivLewa^  StdpbdDV 
Jayloiiw6. 

The  Bouse  acyourned  till  10  b'dock  <tOpmorBow« 


Tuesday,  l«t  March,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  4BOtk>n  of  Mr.  f^wis,  a  bill  to  be  entithsd,  An  Act  t(> 
change  ihe  time  of  holding  the  Election  ibr  Representative  to 
the  Legislative  Council  of  this  Territory  from  Franklin  County, 
be  taken  from  tlte  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
:day.     Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  pursuant  to  prevtotrs  notice,  asked  and  db- 
tained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  Au  Act  the  more 
jefiect€Kitly  to  supptess  the  issuing  of  change  biTls,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  fi4iich  was  read  the  first  and  second  time^  the  rde 
waived,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

His  Exeellency  the  <jovernor,  transmitted  to  the  Hous^the 
'Mlowing  message : 

<See  Appendix.) 

Which  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  <!/otnmiltef  do 
ibe  LUe  Insaranee  and  Trust  Company. 

On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  that  die  Committee  on  Ftoanc^, 
on  the  Judiciary,  ^  joint  select  Committee  respecting  the  ^fe 
-IfMuranoe  and  Trust  Company,  be  instructed  to  report  on  to-^ 
-anorrew  momtng,  Tespecting  the  business  before  them  respect- 
ively. 

Mr.  Lewis,  without  previous  notice,  obtained  leave  to,  iptef* 
dnce  a  hill  to  foe  entitled,  an  Act  respecting  liens  of  mecfoanica 
•and  others;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  <Umj^  the  niffi 
being  waived,  and  ordered  for  to-monroif. 

Mr  Kelly,  without  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leifxe 
to  introduce  a  biH  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  for  the  relief  ff, Sly d9> 
Van  Born;  which  was  read  dieJirst  and  second  iiflic^  A^  Tule 
"bein^  waived,  and  ordered  fior  to-day« 

itfr.  Taylor  offered  0ieii9d)o«iivff^^  .  .  . 
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Resolvedf  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use 
bis  best  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation  from  Congress  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  opening  and  improving  the  road 
from  the  town  of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  County » to  Port  Lecm 
or  St.  Marks,  on  the  Bay  of  Apalachee. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 
ilf  r.  Steele,  from  the  /Select  Committee  on  printing,  made  the 
following  Report : 

The  Select  Committee,  appointed  to  establish  the  .price  of  print- 
ing for  the  Journals  ot  the  House  for  iu  present  session,  on 
the  basb  of  the  average  of  the  last  three  years, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  ascertained  that  the  prices  allowed  for  the 
year  1839,  was  per  pamphlet  page,  $3  50 

1840,  **  4  00 . 

1841,  *•  4  00 

making  the  average  price  to  be  allowed,  agreeably  to  said  reso- 
lution, $3.83  1-3,  and  for  Bills,  Reports,  be,  four  cents  fi>r 
each  hundred  words. 

AUGUSTUS  STEELE,  Chairman, 

ilfr.  Westcott,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  reported  the 
following  Joint  Resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  make  a 
contract  for  printing  the  laws,  be  instructed  to  muke  another 
contract  with  a  different  printer  from  the  one  selected  to  print 
the  laws  in  pamphlet  form,  to  print  750  copies  of  the  Decisions 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  prior  to  1842,  in  like  form,  and  to  al- 
low Messrs.  Thompson  &:  Hagner  250  copies  thereof^  for  pre- 
paring the  same,  and  superintending  the  publication  thereof— 
and  also  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  this  Term;  and  to  in* 
dude  the  cost  thereof  in  the  compensation  act. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolin» 
late  Jailor  of  Calhoun  County,  was  read  and  ordered  for  to- 
rn rrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  St  Andrewi 
Bav  Land  Company  was  again  i-ead.  On  the  question  of  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  said  Bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dell  and  Blackburn  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas~Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry- 
an, Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  McRaney, 
Pent  and  Tabor— 14. 

Nays— ilfessrs.  Ernest,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Mtlone,  Steele^ 
Strohens,  Taylor  and  Westcott— 8. 

So  the  Bill  w^  indefinitely  postponed. 
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His  Excellency  the  Gtoveroor  tiiuasmitted  to  the  Houm  the 
feUowing  list  ai  nomimtions: 

TaujoumvBi  28lb  F^b.  1842. 
To  the  L^iskaive  Council  of  Florida. 

I  hereby  nominate  the  following  persons  for  office,  io  th^  re- 
spective counties  for  which  they  are  named, 

For  the  County  of  Lieon,  William  Hilliard,  Benj.  ilf anning, 
Izrael  F.  Braad,  Joseph  B.  Johnson,  Henry  H.  Walker, George 
E.  Dennis,  John  H*  Shehee,  Haley  T.  Blocker,  James  L.  Hart, 
•  Richard  G.  Burney,  James  Willis,  James  R.  Nicks,  George 
Young,  William  C.  Campbell,  Francis*  B.  Whiting,  Daniel 
Ladd,  Nathaniel  W.  Walker,  James  Epps,  Jesse  Atkinson,  Wil- 
liam Dunsmore,  Lionel  Fletcher,  S.  J.  W.  Roach,  John  Casoa 
and  Samuel  S.  Sibley,  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Amos  M.  Alexander,  Benj.  Bvrd,  Daniel  Ladd,  Francis  B. 
Whiting,  Wm.  P.  Gorman,  Robert  H.  Berry  and  Robert  J. 
Hackley,  Auctioneers. 

Henry  L.  Rutgers,  Andrew  G.  Hammond,  Alfred  M.  Hobby 
Daniel  McRaney,  Jesse  Atkinson,  and  Richard  T.  Burchet 
Notaries  Public. 

William  C.  Campbell,  Cotton  weigher  for  Tallahassee. 

William  W.  Hart  Tax  Collector. 

For  the  County  of  Nassau,  John  A.  Gavado,  Aactloneer. 

For  the  Counly  of  Jefferson,  John  N.  Patridge,  Judge  of  the 
County  Court.  William  Budd,  Sampson  B.  mrritoii.  Hardy 
Moore,  James  McNeill,  and  Elias  E.  Blackburn,  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

For  the  County  of  Escambia,  William  W.  J.  Keller,  Notary 
Public.  Hanson  Kelly,  sen.  Robert  A.  Mitchell,  John  Camp- 
bell, Charles  C.  Keyser  and  Henry  F.  Ingraham,  Port  Wardens 
for  the  Port  of  Pensacola. 

For  the  County  of  Franklin,  Hezekiah  Smith  and  John  Lucas, 
Surveyors  of  Lumber.    Marshal  P.  Ellis,  Notary  Public- 

Jkv.  K..  OALL. 

The  name  of  N.  W.  Walker,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  wds, 
on  motion  of  ill r.  Walker,  stricken  out,  and  the  nomination  of 
WtUiam  W.  Hart,  Tax  Collector  for  Leon  County,  laid  on  the 
table.    All  the  other  nominations  advised  and  consented  to. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  concerning  the  limitation  of  ftc« 
tioDs,  was  again  read  aod  passed.  Ordered  that  the  tide  be  as 
slated. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  folkmiog  KHs  and 
B«8ekKioiis,  ta  wit : 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act,  relating  to  executors  and  admtnia- 
tfoiors*    IbdeficMtely  postponed. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  iooopporaiing  the  City  of  Pensaeelay 
passed  without  amendment. 

An  Ast  to  prev0nt  irespasaes  op  nntv^rifty  lands,  passed 
without^amendnmit. 

29 
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An  Act,  to  extend  the  limitations  of  an  Act,  authorizing  Na- 
thaniel W.  Walker,  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Wakulla 
river,  near  St.  Marks,  passed  without  amendment. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton  passed  with- 
out amendment. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apala- 
chicola,  approved  4th  March,  1839.     Passed  as  amended. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  relating  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.    Passed  without  amendment 

An  Act  respecting  the  admission  of  Books  of  Account  in 
evidence.     LQ3t  in  the  Senate. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  fees  of  Jailors.    Lost  in  the  Senate* 

A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  accounts  of  Thomas 
S.  Brown,  Walker  Anderson,  Alexander  Watson,  and  John  M. 
Fontane.     Preamble  adopted,  and  resolution  lost  in  the  Senate. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to- obtain 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress,  authorising  the  different 
Brigades  in  this  Territory  to  elect  their  Brigadiers-General. 
Adopted  without  amendment 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  mining  the  town  of 
JIfilton  on  the  Black  Water  river,  m  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa, 
a  port  of  entry. 

Adopted  without  amendment 

Also,  a  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to 
endeavor  to  have  established  a  post  office  at  Blount's  Town. 

Adopted  without  amendment. 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  to  the  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Sena- 
tors', concuned  in. 

(Attfest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

JIfarch  1st,  1842.  Secretary  ot  Senate. 

The  Senate  have  adopted  the  substitute  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  protection  of  mortgairees. 
(Attest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

March  1st,  1842.  Secretary  of  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Securities,  was 
again  read. 

On  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  Bill,  the 
ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  ifessrs.  Dancy  and  Haddock 
were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lopg, 
Malone,  Stephens — 8.' 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor, 
Tavlor  and  Weslcott— 14. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  Bill,  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  by  itfessrs.  iCelly  and  Taylor,  were, 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell* 
Haddock,  Lancaster,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor  and 
Westcott— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lew- 
is, Long,  Malone  and  Stephens — 9. 

So  the  Bill  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  be  **  An  Act  respecting  securities." 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  authorize  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  and 
to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein  named,  was  again  read  and  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
election  for  Representative  to  the  Legislative  Council  ot  this 
Territory  from  Franklin  County,  was  read  and  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Apalachicola 
Transportation  Company,  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  BUI  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
Constables  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  roll  was  called,  andMessrs.  Long  and  Tabor 
were  absent  without  leave  of  the  House, 
r    The  House  took  a  recess  to  half  past  8  o'clock. 


HALF  PAST  3  o'clock. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an 
Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts  in  relation  to  elections  now  in 
force  in  this  Territory,  which  Bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  sent 
to  the  House,  and  a  substitute  sent  by  the  House  in  lieu  of  the 
Senate's  Bill.  Tfie  Senate  refusing  to  concur  in  the  substitute 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  he  be  permitted 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  prescribe  penalties 
for  usury ;  which  motion  prevailed,  the  bill  read  by  its  title,  and 
ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  St^te  of  the  Territory, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  mach  of  the  Governor's  message  as 
relates  to  the  Indian  War,  and  the  Admission  of  Florida  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  and  the  Resolution  reported  therein,  was 
takeq  up;  also  a  resolution  on  the  same  subject,  offered  by  Mr* 
Malone  on  a  previous  day;  also,  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Westcott  on  the  same  subject; 

On  the  qnestion  of  adopting  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Westcott,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Kelly  and 
Long,  and  were, 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackbuin,  Ernest,  Edwards,, 
McRaeny,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott— 8. 
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Nay»^Messrs.  Arnoih  BaUle,  Bryan,  Dancy,  DelU  Had- 
dock, Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  Pent,  Slepbeos 
and  Tabor — 14. 

So  the  Resolution  was  not  adopted* 

On  the  qaestion  of  adopting  the  resolation  offered  by  Mr. 
Malone,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  by  Messrs.  Malone  and 
Long,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Teas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnon,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McRaeny, 
Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Dancy,  Haddock,  Eelly,  Lancaster, 
Pent  and  Tabor— 7. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  concurnng  in  the  Report,  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Long,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
Dell,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Lewis«Eong,  Malone,  McRaeny,  Steele, 
Stephens,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams— 16, 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,'  P^it 
and  Tabor — 6. 

So  the  Report  was  concurred  in. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  .the  Resolutions  reported 
by  said  Committee,  the  ajes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs. 
iSteele  and  Lancaster,  were  as  follows : 

Teas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  iHcRaeny,  Steele,  Ste- 
phens,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Dancy,  Hadddbk,  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Pent  and  Tabor— 7. 

So  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  Messace : 

Mr.  Berthelot  moves  that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  of 
both  Houses  be  permitted  to  have  a  conference  in  relation  to  an 
Act  entitled  an  Act  to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  all  former  Acts  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

(Attest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

March  1st,  1842.  Secretary  of  Senate. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott, 

Resolved,  That  the  House  insist  on  the  substitute  passed  by 
the  House  for  the  /Senate's  Bill,  entitled  an  Act  in  relation  to 
public  Elections  and  that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Housie  on  the  sutgect  of  the  di«agreeiiient 
of  the  two  Houses  on  said  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Senate, 
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Messrs.  Lancaster,  Westcott  and  Stephens  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourasd  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clsck. 


Wednesday,  2d  March,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoamment,  and  the  Journal  of 
J^esterday*8  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  vthe  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bins,  made 
the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to  Re- 
port, as  correctly  enrolled. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Bryant  Sheffield  to  estahlish  a  Ferry 
across  the  Suwannee,  at  the  upper  Mineral  Springs,  known  as 
the  White  Sulphur  Springs.    Also, 

All  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carter,  late  Tax  Collsctotof 
Aladiua  County.    Also, 

A  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
best  exertions  to  obtain  an  Act  of  Congress  authorising  the  diA 
ftrent  Brigades  in  this  Territory  to  elect  by  ballot  their  respee^ 
tive  Bngadiers  Genet'al.    Also, 

An  Act  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  all  former  Acts  incor- 
porating the  town  of  Monticello,  except  the  Act  of  1831.     Also, 

A  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  apply  to  Congress 
for  the  passage  of  an  Act  to  establish  a  Depot  at  the  Bay  oi  Si* 
Joseph  in  the  County  of  Calhoun,  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to 
fortify  the  entrance  to  said  Bay.     Also, 

A  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  ao  appro- 
priation for  the  fortification  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews.    » Ahoi 

An  Act  to  authorize  Jf^a  A,  Pringle  to  establish  a  toll  Bridge 
across  the  Escambia  river.    Also, 

An  Act  to  authorize  George  Branning  to  sstabBsh  a  Ferry 
across  Black  Creek,  in  Duval  County. 

SAMUEL  B.  STEPHENS. 
Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolfod  Bills. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in* 

Mr.  Blackburn  moved  that  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commitee  on  Corporations,  on  the  Central  Bank,  be 
printedy  as  also  the  accompanying  documents. 

Which  motion  was  granted. 
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Mr.  Steele  obtained  leave  to  have  spread  npon  the  JoonuJf 
or  the  Hoase  the  following  Protest : 
The  undertigned  members  of  the  Houae  of  RepreaeotatiTei» 

enter  their  solemn 

PROTEST, 

against  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  '^An  Act  respect- 
ing Executions :" 

B^use,  it  is  a  direct,  positive,  and  unqualified  violatioa  of 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
says:  **  No  State  shall  pass  any  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  viola!- 
ins  the  obligation  of  contracts.'' 

Because,  it  violates  every  principle  of  justice,  honor  and  inteff-^ 
rity — strikes  at  the  root  of  every  moral  obligation,  and  is  sub-^ 
versive  of  thie  sound  rules  and  maxims  which  ought  to  govern, 
control,  and  bind  together  the  best  interests  and  relations  of  so« 
ciety. 

Because  in  Effect,  in  many  instances,  it  takes  from  the  bodesC  credi- 
tor,  the  meat  IS  which  by  a  course  of  prudent  economy  be  has  acquiredf 
and  places  tbem  in  the  bands  of  those  who  have  squtndered  in  reck* 
less  extravagance,  or  luxurious  dissipation,  those  resources  whidi 
ought  to  baye  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their  just  and  hoa- 
est  debts. 

Because,  in  the  passage  of  the  BiU,  at  a  night  seasion,  two  of  Ike 
members  opposed  to  its  provisions,  were  absent  lirom  indisposition ; 
one  of  whom  was  refused  permission  to  record  bis  vote  on  the  next 
day,  contrary  to  a  vote  of  the  House  at  the  passage  of  the  BiU,  ac- 
cording such  permission,  and  contrary  to  the  repealed  practice  of  Ihe 
House  during  the  present  session,  and  which  vote  would  have  defeat* 
ed  said  bill,  as  may  appear  by  the  votes  here  stated,  to  wit: 

For  the  Bill—Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Eroest, 
Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Stephens,  Taybr,  Tabor, 
Westcott— 12. 

Against  the  Bill— Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Dancy,  DeD,  Haddock, 
Lewis,  Malone,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele— -10. 

Absent,  Mr.  McRaeny,  permitted  to  vote  next  day,  and  BIr.  Wil* 
liams,  whose  vote  was  refused— making  12. 

Augttstus  Steele,  W.  H.  WOUam, 

CharUs  S.  DeU,  John  H.  Haddock, 

F.  L.  Dancy,  l$aac  L.  BaMe. 

Francis  Amou,  John  L.  McKimnm, 

m  Temple  Pent,  Seih  P.  Lewis, 

John  W.  Malone,  D.  MeRaeng. 

The  House  received  firom  His  Excellency  the  €rovenior  the 
following  message : 

Tallahassh,  25th  Februaiy,  1842; 
To  ihe  Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Repreeentatioet, 

Sir:-^I  have  attentively  considered  the  following  resoliitioa: 
^'Reeolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida  be  rt- 
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quested  to  inform  this  House,  what  number  of  faith  bonds  have 
been  issued  to  the  several  Banks  of  this  Territory,  by  whom  signed, 
the  date  of  said  bonds,  by  whom  the  seal  of  the  Territory  was  affixed, 
and  at  what  house,  Jind  by  whom  countersigned,  to  whom  sold  when 
due,  and  such  other  information  as  he  may  have  :o  his  possession  on 
this  subject,  and  also,  whether  any  records  have  been  Icept  of  the 
bonds  issued,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Banks  in  this  Territory,  and  bow 
many  more  bonds,  the  Banks  of  this  Territory  may  cisim  by  virtue  of 
their  acts  of  mcorporation,  and  how  many  bonds  have  been  issued 
for  other  ^rposes«  the  amount  of  each,  the  date  of  each,  when  sold, 
te  wliom  sold,  at  what  prices,  when  due,  who  hold  such  bonds,  and 
by  what  authority  the  Bank  officers  procured  the  seal  of  the  Territo- 
ry, for  affixing  the  same  to  such  bonds. 

«« Betohedt  That  the  chief  clerk  of  this  House  do  forthwith  cerli* 
fy  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
Florida. 

Adopted  18th  February,  1842. 

(Attested  by;  H«  ARCHER,  ChiefClerk." 

In  reply  to  the  three  first  interrogatories,  to  wit :  *»What  number 
of  faith  bonds  have  been  issued  to  the  several  Banks  of  this  Territo- 
ry, by  whom  signed,  and  the  date  of  said  bonds,'*  I  respectfully  re« 
fer  the  House  of  Representatives  to  its  own  journals,  where  it  mill 
find  all  the  information  sought  to  be  obtained  from  me  on  this  sub? 
ject,  which  the  executive  department  can, furnish. 

To  the  4th  interro^^atory,  *«by  whom  the  seal  of  the  Territory  «^ 
affixed  t^  I  have  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the 
archives  of  the  Executive  Department  furnish  no  information  ori 
this  subject,  and  personally  I  can  speak  only  of  the  impressions  mada 
with  the  seal  on  the  bonds  issued  during  my  own  administration  of 
the  government.  I  have  ever  been  under  the  impression,  that  the 
seal  was  affixed  in  every  instance  by  the  private  Secretary  of  the 
Executive  office,  Mr.  Robert  Copeland,  (since  deceased.)  But  it 
appears  from  the  depositions  of  Mr.  Henry  L.  Rutgers,  and  Mr. 
John  Parkhill,  which  will  be  found  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Representatiiresy  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  reler  the 
House,  that  a  part  of  the  bonds  issued  by  me,  to  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  had  the  seals  affixed  to  them  by  Mr.  Rutgers,  f  be  law,  as 
I  understaud  it,  made  it  obligatory  on  me  to  sign  the  bonds  under 
the  seal  of  Ike  Territory,  aud  although  it  required  the  Secretary  lo 
perform  the  manual  labor  of  making  the  impression  with  the  seal,  t 
then  considered,  as  I  now  do,  that  the  seal  was  quite  as  (i^ood  when 
affixed  by  the  hand  of  another,  as  by  that  of  the  Secretary,  who  ap^ 

Crs  from  the  statements  of  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned  to  have 
n  nnwilKng  to  perform  the  manual  labor  without  pajf. 
To  the  fith  interrogatory  **at  what  house'*  was  the  sekl  affixed  t 
I  be^  leave  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  archives 
of  the  Executive  office  furnish  no  information  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  no  knowledge  ef  the  seal  ever  having  been  affixed  at  any  house 
other  than  the  capitol  of  the  rerritory,  except  that  derived  from  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Parkhill,  already  referred  to. 

To  the  6th  interrogatory  **to  whom  sold  T'  i  beg  leave  to  refer 
'tho'ANisa  of  ^Bepresentativea  to  my  annual  message  presented  et 
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die  comm^coemeat  of  the  present  aeesion,  which  contains  aD  die  iiw 
(brmatioo  I  poesess  oo  the  subject. 

7th  interrogatory,  *'when  dueT'  The  answer  will  be  found  on  the 
journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  page  60  of  the  jeumal  of 
1840,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  give  the  information  required* 

S»h  interrogatory,  **wheiher  any  record  has  besn  hept  of  the 
bonds  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank?"  The  receipt  of  (be  pro. 
per  officers  of  the  respective  Banks,  for  the  bonds  issued  to  them,  or 
endorsed  by  the  Territory  for  their  use,  are  the  only  reoord  on  this 
subject  in  the  archives  of  this  government. 

9ih  interrogatory,  **how  many  more  bonds  (he  Banks  of  this  Ter- 
ritory may  claim  by  virtue  of  their  acts  of  incorporation  V*  1  beg  leave 
roost  respectfully  to  refer  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  char- 
ters of  the  different  Banks  as  affording  the  most  satisfactory  kiibrma* 
tion  00  the  subject. 

10th  interrogatory,  *'how  many  bonds  have  been  issued  for  other 
purposes!**  I  have  no  knowledge  of  more  than  one  hundred. 

11th  interrogatory,  **tbe  amount  of  each,  the  datOi  when  sold, 
at  what  price,  to  whom  sold,  when  due,  who  holds  each  bond  V^  I 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer  the  House  of  Representatives  to  its 
own  Journal,  and  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  cashier  ef 
the  ooutliem  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  for  all  the  inforoMi^ 
tion  required  b|f  these  several  interrogatories. 

**By  what  authority  the  Bank  officers  procured  the  seal  of  the  Ter- 
-ritory  for  affixing  it  to  such  bonds  ]" 

For  information  on  this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  invite  the  at* 
tention  of  the  House,  to  the  depositk>ns  of  Mr.  John  Parkhii!,  aad 
Mr,  Henry  L.  Rutgers,  which  will  be  found  on  the  journals  of  the 
House  ef  the  present  session,  and  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letser 
from  Col.  John  6.  Gamble,  President  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

No  matter  what  may  have  been  the  motives  which  prompted  the 
staking  of  the  last  question.  I  rejoice  that  it  has  been  done,  and  re- 
turn to  the  House  of  Representatives  my  grateful  acknowledgemeota 
for  thus  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  vindioaticg  my  reputatisn  from 
the  iMidious  and  malignant  attempts  made  to  cast  reproach  open  rae» 
in  the  examinstioa  of  witneasee  before  the  chairman  ef  the  coasmit- 
lee  on  Corporations,  it  is  mttch  to  be  regretted  that  a  conunitiee 
oomposnU  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  charged  with  tte  in- 
vestigation of  a  grave  and  important  subject,  in  wbich  the  whole  com- 
snonity  is  viully  concerned,  should  have  descended  from  tts  dignified 
elevatiMi,  in  the  performance  of  a  high  public  trust,  to  seek  an  oeca- 
aien  by  the  ex  parte  examination  of  a  witness  known,  to  he  anfrimid- 
ly,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  me  a  public  as  well  as  private  injary.  It  ^ 
is  scsrcely  to  he  presumed  that  the  ohairmaa  of  (he  committee  b  m> 
entireljr  unacquainted  with  the  pitnciples  of  the  constitiutieo,  the  in- 
stitSKians  of  bis  country,  and  the  daiiy  and  universal  fMraetice  iMsder 
theoi^BS  not  to  be  sensible  of  the  ri^t  secured  to  the  accused  he- 
finre  every  tribunal*  of  confrooting  the  witnesses  to  be  eaasNned 
against  him,  aud  of  his  right  to  cross  examine  those  witneaaes  in  eiieh  i 
a  manner  as  to  elicit  the  truth,  the  whole  troth,  and  nothing  bnt  tbe 
tinth*  It  wouU  be  too  great  a  reflection  upon,  his  want  of  intelli- 
gcM9  toexpresa  a  belief  that  the  abakmmvf  dm  posnmitise^Eaei^ 
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poratioDs  is  ignorant  of  ibMe  sacred  rights,  secured  by  tbe  'consUtu^ 
tion  to  every  Amerioao  citizen,  and  which  have  never  been  denied  to 
tbe  humblest  defendant  laboring  under  .criminal  accusation.  Ye% 
this  privilege  has  not  been  extended  to  me,  and  a  deposition  takea  ' 
before  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee,  casting  reproach  npon  mOf 
was  spread  upon  the  journals  of  the  House,  and  publbhed  in  the 
newspapers  of  tbe « Territory,  before  I  was  informed  of  any  proceed- 
ings  in  tbe  case.  All  I  desire  for  my  defence  against  any  charge 
which  can  be  biousht  against  me,  is  a  fair  and  impartial  investiga* 
lion,  before  any  tribunal  honest  enough  to  desire,  the  trutbyand  intel- 
ligent enough  to  comprehend  it. 

Not  having  had  the  privilege  of  cross  examining  the  witness  before 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Corporations,  I  now  presume  to 
ask  the  House  of  Represeutatives,  composed  as  it  is  of  a  large  ma* 
jority  of  gentlemen,  differing  with  me  in  political  opinions,  (but 
who,  I  persuade  myself,  are  too  much  elevated  above  the  feelings 
of  a  partisan,  to  disregard  truth  or  deny  mejusUce,)  a  careful  exam* 
ination  of  tbe  statement  I  wish  toiffer  in  my  own  defence,  against 
the  injurious  representations  and  insinuations  of  ])fr.  Duval,  late 
Secretary  of  this  Territory.  This  individual  represents  the  execu- 
tion  of  the  Bonds  issued  by  me  to  the  Union  Bank,  in  the  year 
1838,  as  a  mysterious  transaction,  accomplished  at  night,  secretly, 
and  without  his  knowle^lge.  He  says,  '*  I  did  not  affix  the  seal  of  the 
Territory,  or  sign  any  of  those  Bonds."  He  knows  full  welt  that  he 
was  not  required  by  law  to  sign  them,  and  that  he  would  not  have 
been  permitted  to  do  so.  It  was  tbe  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Territory  to  countersign  tbe  Bonds,  which  he  did  accordingly. 

He  fuither  adds,  **  1  recollect  upon  entering  my  office  one  morn* 
ing,  I  observed  many  pieces  of  circular  paper  on  the  floor,  and  en^ 
quired  of  Mr.  Copeland,  the  private  Secretary  of  Gov.  Call,  what  he 
liad  beoB  doing  with  them.  He  informed  me  that  the  Governor  and 
4>tbers  had  been  executing'  the  Territorial  Bonds  on  account  of  the 
tJuion  Bank,  during  the  previous  night."  (Mr.  Copeland  is  dead.) 
**I  expressed  my  astonishment,  as  I  had  not  been  requested  to  affix 
tbe  seal  of  tbe  Territory  to  the  Bonds,  nor  had  any  intimation  of  thid 
iniention  of  the  Governor  to  execute  the  Bonds."  Now  this  is  a 
very  consistent  statem^ent,  and  so  far  the  witness  does  not  contradict 
himself.  He  could  prove  the  mystery  of  the  deed,  in  the  absence  of 
all  other  evidence,  but  when  he  attempts  to  prove  that  the  **  Bank 
officers  were  in  the  habjt  of  affixing  the  Teiritorial  seal  by  the 
, permission  of  the  Governor,  he  disproves  the  mystery,  shows  that 
theie  was  no  concealment,  and  that  he  knew  all  about  the  transac- 
tion,  **On  one  occasion,'*  he  says,  *'I  called  on  one  of  the  bank  of- 
ficers, Mr.  Rutgers,  for  the  seal  at  his  house,  and  obtained  it*** 
Now,  for  what  purpose  couW  the  bank  officer  have  had  the  Territo- 
rial  seal,  but  to  se^l  tbe  Territorial  Bonds  for  the  use  of  the  Bank. 
For  this  purpose  <he  law  gave  no  Jee  to  the  Secretary;  therefore, 
according  to  the  statement  of  Col.  Gamble  and  Mr.  Farkhill,  the 
Secretary  would  not  seal  the  bonds*  But  for  all  Other  impressioqs 
of  the  seal,  except  to  commissions,  the  Secretary  was  allowed  one 
dollar,  which  he  loves  to  clutch,  and  would  not  have  given  even  to  n 
^'Bonk  oficer.'^    The  getting  of  the  seal  iirom  Sit.  Rutgers  jomt 
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have  been  prior  to  (he  mysterioui  night,  in  which  the  Goveroor 
and  others  executed  the  Bonds  at  the  Capitol,  and  prior  to  the 
morning  when  the  witness  was  so  much  astonished  to  find  diat  th« 
bonds  had  been  executed,  without  his  having  had  **any  intimatum  of 
the  intention  of  the  Governor  to  execute  the  bonds,'*  and  yet  those  sin* 
eular  facts  did  not  sound  the  alarm,  to  this  vigilant  sentinel  of  proprietf* 
But  if  Mr.  Duval  cannot  be  received  as  a  competent  witness  to  dis* 
prove  his  own  statementi  let  us  see  what  others  have  said  on  tbo 
same  subject.  It  appears  from  the  statement  of  Coh  Gamble,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  to  wb?ch  I  beg  leave  to 
refer,  that  the  **seals  were  always  attached  to  the  Bonds,  before  l>e* 
ing  signed  by  the  Governor,  or  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer.** 
Mr.  Rutgers  says  in  his  deposition,  which  will  be  found  on  the 
journals  of  the  House,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  **I  affixed 
the  seal  fifteen  hundred  f'Bonds)  and  obtained  the  seal  from  the 
Secretary's  office,  from  Gen  Duval  or  Mr.  Copeland,  I  cannot  teH 
which;  I  am  confident  I  never  obtained  it  from  the  Governor.** 
Again  he  says,  **At  the  time  Gen.  Duval  called  at  my  house  for  the 
seal,  I  gave  it  to  him,  and  wished  to  know  of  him,  whether  I  could 
get  it  again,  and  he  gave  kis  consent.  Now  it  is  very  certain, 
notwithstanding  the  assertion  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Duval,  that  the  ^^Baiik 
officers  were  in  the  habit  of  affixing  the  Territorial  seal  by  the  per^ 
mission  of  the  Governor,'*  that  it  was  alone  by  his  own  *'C(m9eBif^ 
and  permission  that  the  act  was  done.  Mr.  Parkhill,  in  his  state- 
ment which  will  be  found  on  the  journals  of  the  House,  and  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  says,  ''I  do  not  remember  of  whom  I 
received  the  seal,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  I  asked  the  Got^ 
ernor  to  allow  the  seal  to  be  used  to  seal  the  Territorial  Bonds*** 
Now  this  is  the  inclination  of  Mr.  Parkhill  to  believe  a  fiict  which  be 
emphatically  declares  he  does  not  remember.  But  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  his  deposition,  he  sustains  the  statement  of  Mr.  Rutger«« 
He  says,  ^  I  remember  that  the  late  Secretary,  Gen.  John  P.  Du* 
val,  called  on  me  for  the  seal,  when  I  directed  him  to  Mr.  Rntgers. 
He  received  it  from  Mr.  Rutgers,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Rutgers  re^ 
ceived  it  again  to  complete  the  work.**  It  seems  then,  from  the 
statements  of  both  these  sentlemeh,  that  Mr.  Rutgers  twice  bad 
possession  ef  the  seal,  ^e  declares*  that  he  never  <*  obtained  it 
from  the  Governor,"  and  says  when  he  wished  to  know  of  Mr. 
Duval  whether  he  could  get  it  *<again,  he  gave  his  consent,**  On 
this  point  the  evidence  against  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Duval*s  asser^ 
tioQ  is  conclusive,  and  must  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  all* 
who  are  not  determined  to  resist  the  power  of  truth.  In  connectioa 
with  the  alleged  secrecy  of  manner  in  which  the  Bonds  weie  exe- 
cuted, Mr.  Duval  says,  ^^Governor  Call  at  one  time  gave  orders  to 
his  private  Secretary,  to  lock  up  the  Territorial  seal,  so  as  to  prevent 
its  being  in  my  custody.**  This  is  one  continuous  statement,  and 
the  latter  clause  is  evidently  intended  to  induce  nhe  belief,  that  the 
order  given  to  m)  private  Secretary,  in  relation  to  the  seal,  was  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  execution  of  the  Bonds.  Feeble 
indeed  must  be  the  head,  or  deeply  depraved  must  be  the  heart  of 
the  man,  who,  even  when  telling  the  truth,  cannot  avoid  creating  a 
false  impression;  and  if  done  by  designi  he  is  guilty  of  all  the  mend 
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tnrpitnde  ot  deliberate  fabiehood.    It  is  true  that  I  did  order  the 

Slyate  Secretary  to  retain  the  custody  of  the  Territorial  teali  when 
r.  Duvalt  who  had  long  time  been  absent  from  his  duties,  was  ex* 
peded  to  return.  It  is  true  also,  that  on  his  arrival-,  and  the  first 
time  I  met  him  at  the  Capitol,  I  suspended  him  from  office,  until  the 
will  of  the  President  could  be  known.  .  But  this  was  on  the  16th 
day  of  November,  1839,  near  two  years  after  the  last  Bond  had 
been  sealed*  and  signed,  and  but  a  very  few  days  before  the  receipt 
of  the  intelligence  at  Tallahassee,  that  Mr.  Duval  bad  been  removed 
from  the  office  of  Secretary,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  examination  of  dates,  it  will  be  found,  that  he  had  actuaHy 
been  remoited,  before  I  deprived  him  of  the  seal,  or  suspended  him 
from  office.  But  it  is  totally  utitrue  that  I  ever  did,  either  at  any 
time  before  that  which  I  have  mentioned,  or  tbaf  it  had  any  conection 
whatever  with  the  execution  of  the  Bonds. 

In  eonclusion  I  have  one  remark  to  make,  on  the  affected  ^  aston* 
ishment  *'  of  Mr.  Duval  on  finding  that  the  Bonds  had  been  executed. 
He  says  he  had  not  '*  had  any  itUimation  of  the  uUeniion  of  the  Gov^ 
emor  to  execute  the  Bondi."  He  certainly  should  |inow  best  what 
untmaiknu  he  had  had  of  an  event,  which  had  been  publicly  known 
to  be  approaching,  and  universally  anticipated  by  the  whole  communi- 
ty  for  weeks  and  months  before  it  transpired.  In  the  language  of 
Col.  Gamble,  whose  letter  accompanies  this  communication,  and  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer^  <'  If  the  sealing  and  execution  of  the  last 
two  thousand  bonds  was  unknown  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Duval,  it  is 
eomewhat  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  when  the  bonds  were 
being  executed,  the  new  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  Union  Bank 
was  a  subject  which  excited  great  and  universal  interest  in  this  com- 
munity.'' Hundreds  and  thousands  will  respond  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  statement.  The  object  of  subscribing  for  new  stock  was  to 
procure  the  issue  of  more  bonds,  to  be  sold  for  the  increase  of  the  cap« 
ital  of  the  bank.  Crowds  had  been  .rushing  to  the  bank  from  every 
part  of  Middle,  and  a  part  of  West  Florida,  to  subscribe  for  the  neW" 
stock.  Appraisers  were  traversing  every  neighborhood,  to  appraise 
lands  and  negroes  to  be  mortgaged  to  the  bank,  as  an  indenmity  to  the 
Territory  for  the  bonds  which,  under  the  charter,  the  Governor  was 
bound  to  issue.  In  support  of  this  statement,  I  appeal  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Middle  Florida,  and  to  this 
whole  community.  And  yet  my  accuser  had  no  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  the  Governor  to  sign  the  bonds,"  and  would  represent  it 
as  a  clandestine,  midnight  transaction,  intended  to  be  concealed.  And 
to  what  end?  For  what  object  could  concealment  have  been  desired  / 
The  law  required  the  act  to  be  done.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
conomunity  desired  it  to  be  done.  Some  wanted  the  stock,  and  all 
an  wanted  the  money.  Many  of  those  who  are  now  loudest  in  their 
denunciations,  would  have  been  still  louder  (if  possible)  m  their  oxe- 
crations  of  the  Governor  if  he  had  at  that  time  refused  to  issue  the 
bonds.  They  (the  bonds)  were  two  thousand  in  number,  and  does 
any  man  believe,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Duval's  expression *of  astonish^ 
ment,  that  they  were  all  signed,  and  sealed  in  one  night.  They  were  ^ 
in  the  progress  of  execution  for  a  number  of  days.  The  Legislative 
Council  was  then  in  sesfeioo,  both  my  private  secretary  and  myself  were 
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reiy  much  engaged  with  the  legislathre  department  of  the  govemmeDt.. 
It  was  only  at  leisure  moments  that  he  had  time  to  seal,  and  I  had  lei^ 
sure  to  sign  them.  But  they  were  signed  publicly,  and  openly  at  the 
Executive  office  in  the  capitol,  at  leisure  moments  during  several  days^ 
and  the  last  parpel  of  them  was  signed  at  night,  which  now  appears 
to  excite  such  extraordinary  amazement.  1  ask  again  what  motive 
could  there  have  been  for  concealment?  Aad  what  power  the  Go- 
vernor feared  to  offend  in  the  performance  of  an  act  which  the  law 
commanded  to  be  done  t  If  an  apology  is  due  the  House  oi  Represen- 
tatives for  the  spirit  in  which  this  conmiunication  is  made,  I  trust  it 
ivill  be  found  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  in  the  feelitigs  of  ererjr 
honorable  roan,  who  has  a  proper  regard  for  his  own  reputation,  and  is 
resolved  to  defend  it  whenever  assailed. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  part  of  this  communication,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory, 
by  whom  the  bonds  wore  countersigned  under  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  of  the  Union  Bank.  To  this  letter  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
refer  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  any  additional  evidence  could 
have  been  necessary  to  prove  the  public  and  open  manner  in  which 
the  bonds  were  executed,  and  the  further  fact,  that  Mf.  Duval  must 
have  had  a  luii  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  transaction,  while  it 
was  in  progress,  and  prior  to  the  time  when  he  says  he  had  had  no 
**itUimation  of  the  interUion  of  the  Governor  to  execute  the  bonds f^*  it 
■will  be  found  in  the  following  statement  of*  Mr.  Austin,  the  Treasur- 
er, «As  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  some  time  during  the  winter 
of  1838,  at  the  request  of  your  Excellency,  and  in  discharge  of  my  da. 
ty,  I  affixed  my  signature  to  these  bonds ;  the  duty  was  performed  by 
me  at  intervals  during  a  period  of  several  days,  a  portion  of  it  in  the 
office  occupied  by  your  Excellyncy,  and  a  portion  in  that  occupied  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  it  was  performed  by  me  during  the 
da/ time  and  open  to  the  observation  of  persons  passing  through  the 
office,  and  a  part  of  the  time  I  thiak  in  the  presence  of  General  Da- 
val  and  the  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Copeland."  With  these  accumu- 
lated and  conclusive  facts,  contradicting  every  material  allegation  in 
the  deposition  of  Mr.  Duval^  in  all  charity  for  the  infirmities  bf  oqr 
nature,  be  it  said  f  hat  he  has  been  mistaken  and  misled  by  the  blind* 
ness  of  personal  and  political  animosity.  I'hat  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citement, produced  by  disappointment,  prejudice  and  passion,  he  has 
forgotten.  He  has  been  unmindful  of  the  holy  precepts  of  his  reli- 
gion, and  in  an  unguarded  moment  he  has  born  *<fals&  witness  against 
his  neighbor."  Chirity  may  cover  the  deed  with  her  mantle,  and 
pity  may  drop  a  tear  over  his  errors,  but  the  immutable  principles  of 
truth  have  been  violated,  and  justice  must  prevail.  This  is  all  I  de« 
sire,  and  this  I  am  sure,  will  not  be  denied  to 
Your  fellow  citizen, 

R.  K.  CALL* 

Union  Bank  of  Flobida* 
TaOahassee,  February  Ulsi,   1842* 
H.  R.  Call,  Esq.  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir — ^In  reply  to  yours  of  the  17tli  instant,  t  have  to  say,  that  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having,  at  any  time,  bad  aay  conTenatiMMi 
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with  you  on  che  subject  of  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to  the 
Bonds  which  were  received  by  this  Bank  in  1838.  Nor  have  I 
any  knowledge  of  your  having  given  to  any  officer  of  this  Bank 
permission  to  take,  keep,  or  use  the  seal.  But  I  pray  leave  to  say  a 
Ibw  words  in  relation  to  the  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to  the 
several  parcels  of  bonds  which  have  been  given  to  the  Union  bank. 

The  10th  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  directs,  that  *'aU 
expenses  attending  the  issuing  of  said  (Territorial)  bonds,  shall  be 
paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Union  bank.'' 

And  the  12th  section  declares  it  '*to  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory,  to  affix  the  seal  of  said  Territory,  to  each  of  the 
said  bonds,  so  signed,  and  countersigned,  free  of  charge." 
'  The  first  three  hundred  and  sixty  bonds  were  received  from  Gov. 
Duval  in  the  spring  of  1834.  Mr.  Westcott  was  then  Secretary  of 
the  Territory,  and  learning  that  he  would  refuse  to  perform  a  labor 
for  which  the  law  declared  he  should  receive  no  compensation,  I  on 
16th  April,  1834,  *« tendered  to  Gov.  Duval  every  assistance  neces- 
sary for  the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  Bonds,"  which  tender 
was  by  letter  of  same  date,  '^thankfully  accepted.'* 

The  three  hundred  and  sixty  bonds  were  then  prepared  by  th« 
Directors  of  the  Bank,  and  according  to  my  recollection,  the  seal  of 
the.Territoiy  was  affixed  by  some  of  them. 

According  to  my  recollection,  the  Territorial  seals  to  the  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  bonds,  received  from  Governor  Eaton,  were  affixed 
by  Mr.  Rutgiers  aiui  Mr.  Smith,  who  were  at  that  time  officers  of 
ike  Bank. 

Of  the  two  thousand  bonds  received  from  you,  the  sealof  the 
Territory  was  affixed  ta  i^ve  hundred  bonds  by  Mr.  Copeland,  the 
private  Secretary  of  the  Qovernor,  who  was  compensated  for  hit 
labor  by  the  bank.  I  think  that  Mr.  Rutgers,  an  officer  of  ibe 
bank,  affixed  the  seal  to  the  remaining  fifteen  hundred  bonds;  and  I 
Qiiderstood  thai  it  was  done  with  the  assent  of  John  P.  Duval,  £so. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  who  like  Mr.  Westcott,  was  unviU* 
ing  to  perform  a  work  of  much  labor  without  compensation. 

Mr.  Rutgers  has  been  examined  on  oath  in  relation  to  this  subject^ 
by  a  CommiUee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  which  exami* 
nation  I  take  leave  to  refer  you.  If  the  sealing  and  execution  of 
the  last  two  thousand  bonds  was  unknown  to  Uie  Secretary,  Mr» 
Duval,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  the  bonds 
were  being  e^ipeculed,  the  new  subscripttoo  to  the  stock  of  the  Union 
Bank,  was  a  subject  which  excited  great  and  universal  interest  in 
this  community. 

,  Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
.  -  (Signed)  '        JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Fresidenfc 

P.  S.  I  have  omitted  to  say  what  was  the  tact,  to  wit;  lltot  tto 
seals  were  always  attached  to  the  bonds  before  being  signed  by  the 
Governor,  or  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer. 

(Signed)  JOHN  Q.  GAMBlJi^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


888 


OFnOS  SOVTHIRN  UFB  INSUKANCB  ATCD  TSVtT  CO. 

Tdaaha$$ee,  Marek  Iti  1842. 

Snt : — In  the  year  of  1840,  this  compaDy  loaned  to  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  $50,000,  on  fifty  of  its  bonds^  of  one  thooaand  dollars 
each. 

The  firat  twenty.five  dated  the  10th  of  Febniar3F,  and.  the  laat 
twenty  five  dated  the  let  of  May,  1840,  all  payable  on  the  lat  day^of 
July,  1850,  with  eight  per  cent,  interest. 

Fcfur  hundred  certificates  of  this  company,  payable  twenty.siz 
years  aAer  date,  for  two  hundred  and  twenty/five  pounds  sterling,  or 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  dated  the  1st  of  August,  1839,  hare  beea 
endonnd  by  the  Grovemor  of  Florida.  Of  the  above  certificates,  275, 
wer6  endorsed  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  the  other  one  hun« 
dred.and  twenty.five  about  the  middle  of  December,  1839,  and  at  the 
■aoie  time  the  seal  of  the  Territory  was  afiixed,  the  endorsement  bears 
no  date.  The  above  items  embrace  all  the  obligations  of  the  Territo* 
ry,  to  pay  money,  with  which  this  company  has  had  ai^  concenu 
Most  respectfully,  your  ob't  servt. 

GEO.  FIELD,  President. 

To  His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call. 

TssAtirxT  DsPASTMsifT,  Tbba817RSB*s  Offios, 

Tallahassee,  Marek  1,  1643.     • 
His  Excellency  Rich.  E.  Call, 

Sir :  The  facts  in  relation  to  my  agency  in,  and  knowledge  of  the 
executing  the  last  issue  of  Territorial  bonds  to  the  Union  bank  oi 
Florida,  are  simply  these : 

As  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  some  time  during  the  winter  of 
1838,  at  the  request  of  your  Excellency,  and  in  discharge  ef  my 
duty,  I  affixed  my  signature  to  these  hoods;  the  duty  was  performed 
by  me  at  intervalii,  during  a  period  of  several  days,  a  portion  of  it  in 
the  office  occupied  by  your  Excellency,  and  a  portion  in  that  occupi- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory;  it  was  performed  by  me  during 
the  day  time,  and  open  to  the  observation  of  persons  passing  tbrou^ 
the  offices,  and  a  part  of  the  time,  I  think^  in  the  presence  of  Gen. 
Duval,  and  the  Private  Secretary,  Mr.  Copeland. 

As  to  the  time  and  manner  of  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to 
theee  bonds,  I  know  nothing. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer  T.  Fla. 

Which  was  lead  on  the  table,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  on  the  printing  of  die  Gover- 
nor's message,  by  Messrs.  Long  and  Pent,  were  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bryjan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis, 
Long,  Malone,  McKinnoR|  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens, 
Taylor,  Westcott— 14. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs*  Araou,  Blackbnrn,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock— 7. 
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Mr.  Westcolt  (ir<yn  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowiog  Bills : 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  the  law  regnlating  the 
taking  of  testimony  in  Chancery  cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to  and  amenda- 
tory of  the  several  Acts  in  this  Territory,  relative  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.  • 

Which  were  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
The^  House  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  nominations : 

Tallahassee,  2d  Ma.rch,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  hereby  nominate  Daniel  Whitehurst  Collector  of  Taxes  for 
the  County  of  Hamilton: 

John  R.  Dorsey  and  Chester  6.  Holmes,  Port  Warders  for 
the  Port  of  Apalachicola. 

Michael  Garrison,  Samuel  R.  Piles,  and  Thomas  H.  Jenkins, 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Alachua. 

John  B.  Allen,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Archibald  McNeil, 
Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough. 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  nominations  were  advised  and  consented,  except  the 
« nomination  of  Daniel  Whitehurst,  Tax  Collector  for  Hamilton 
Connty,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate 

An  Act  to  repeal  in  part  an  Act  concerning  improvements 
made  on  public  lands.     Passed  without  amendment. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  now  in  force,  regula- 
ting  the  partition  of  property.    Indefinitely  postponed. 

An  Act  to  authorixe  Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  Ferry 
across  the  Escambia  river.    Passed  without  amendment. 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  therein  named.  Passed  without 
amendment. 

Also,  a  Resolution  asking  an  appropriation  from  Congress 
for  opening  and  repairing  a  road  from  Monticello  to  St.  Marks 
or  Port  Leon.    Adopted  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Westcott  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the 
following  Report ; 
The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  *te  much  of 

the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  faitl»  bonds  and  guaran« 

tees  issued  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Fk)rida,  jBank  of  Peusacola  and 

Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  the  documenta 

therein  referred  to,  and  also  sundry  resolutions  ofiered  in  this 

House  by  difierent  members,  relating  to  the  same  subject*' 

REPORT: 
Some  years  since  the  <?ovemor  of  this  Territory — a  mere  federal 
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agent— whom  the  people  of  Florida  had  no  pM|  or  lot  io  selectbg,  ib 
conjunction  with  a  mnjority  of  the  members  oi  the  Legislative  C<»ttD- 
ciU  also  agents  of  the  federal  government,  permitted  by  act  of  Con- 
gress to  be  selected  by  sundry  citizens  of  Florida,  assumed  to  them- 
selves the  authority  of  investing  the  Governor  with  power  to  execute 
three  millions  of  dollars  of.  bonds  to  the  0nioa  Bank  of  Florida, 
pledging  the  faith  oi  the  people  of  this  Territory  for  their  redemp<- 
tion.  These  three  millions  ol  dollars  of  bonds  have  been  made  and 
issued  to  this  Bwnk. 

Some  time  after  this  assumption  of  authority,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  the  Governor  was  invested  (so  far  as  himself 
and  a  majority  of  the  members  6f  the  Council  could  invest  him)  with 
power  to  endorse  and  guarantee  in  like  manner,  certain  specified  se* 
curities  for  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  to  an 
unlimited  amount.  Four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  these  guaran* 
tees  have  been  made  and  issued.  The  interest  on  some  of  them  be- 
ing unpaid  by  the  Bank,  the  Governor  has  been  applied  to  for  its 
payment  by  the  holders.  The  Bank  contends  however,  they  were 
wrongfully  obtained  from  i^  and  resists  the  legality  and  justice  of  the 
claim  for  interest. 

The  same  year  the  Governor  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  assumed  to  invest  him  with  authority  to  allow  tlie  ^ank  of 
.Pensacola  to  issue  certain  bonds  which  the  Govemoi  i^^as  to  endorse 
and  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof  in 
the  name  of  the  Territory  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Territory  fbc 
the  redemption  thereof. 

Hall  a  million  of  dollars  of  ^[uaraDtees,  were  endorsed  and  is- 
sued by  the  Governor  lor  this  bank,  and  sold  by  it. 

The  Bank  has  broke — its  property  and  assets  have  been 
squandered,  and  the  interest  for  some  time  past  is  in  arrear.  As 
nothing  can  be  got  from  the  Bank,  the  holclers  of  these  bonds 
now  demand  payment  of  the  People  of  this  Territory  of  this 
interest  in  arrear. 

It  appears  they  have  had  a  long  correspondence  with  the 
Governor,  sbpposing  he  was  the  rightful  agent  of  the  people  in 
the  premises.  This  correspondence  or  th.at  with  the  holders  of 
the  guarantees  to  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com- 
'  pany  is  not,  however,  of  a  very  interesting  character,  and  not 
deemed  by  the  Committee  to  be  higlily  Important. 

The  (Governor's  message  contains  a  great'  deal  on  the  same 
subject. 

^  The  Committee  coincide  with  the  Governor  in  but  few  of  the 
views  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  correspondentie  or  message. 
They  do  not  consider  themselves  called  upon  to  combat  the  po- 
sitions sought  to  be  maintained'therein,  as  in  their  judgment  they 
are  wide  ol  the  true  and  sole  question  involved. 

In  one  sentiment  repeated  in  varied  expressions  several  times 
in  the  message,  the  committee  concur  most  cordially  and  fully. 
It  is  the  duty  of  holding  sacred  the  public  faith  :  of  preserviiMf 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  a  Government  or  people  unsullied. 
He  who  would  tarnish  the  reputation^  of  his  country  by^the  de- 
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Dial  or  repudiation  of  ber  just  liabilities,  or  who  would  seek  for 
excuses  and  pretexts  to  evade  or  shuffle  ofi"  such  liabilities  if 
one  of  the  basest  and  worst  of  traitors. 

The  Governor  seems  to  have  entertained  some  apprehensioo 
that  the  people  of  Florida  might  violate  these  rules  of  National 
moralily.  They  were  done  injustice  by  the  suspicion.  It  ii 
true  they  have  resolved  not  to  pay  any  of  the  bonas  or  guaran- 
tees  referred  to,  but  it  is  denied  that  any  of  these  rules  apply  to 
them. 

Ii  IS  asserted  they  are  not  rlphtful  or  just  liabilities  legally  or 
morally  binding  upon  the  whole  people  of  Florida. 

The  only  question  involved  is : 
* '    Had  the  Governor  of  Florida,  or  the  Council^  or  hoth^  the 
power  thus  to  bind  the  people  of  Florida ;  thus  to  plight  their 
faith  and  honor  ? 

Here  in  Florida  this  question  is  definitively  settled. 
,    The  people,  acting  in  their  primary  capacity,  decided  it  in  the 
Constitutional  Convention  ot  1838-9.     They  then  refused  to 
acknowledge  or  assume  these  bonds  and  guarantees. 

The  Constitution  then  formed  and  adopted  and  since  ratified 
by  the  people,  contained  the  following  provisions  prohibiting  the 
State  Legislature  froiti  so  doing : 

**  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pledge  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  Slate  to  raise  furids  in  aid  of  any  corporation  whatso* 
everf* — [Article  xiil,  clause  13.] 

'"  No  other  or  greater  amount  ef  tax  or  revenue^  shaU  at  any 
txme  be  levied  than  may  be  required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of 
Governments^ — [Article  rm,  clause  2.] 

Oth^r  acts  and  other  provisions  indicate  the  intention  of  the 
people,  (assembled  in  Convention  to  establish  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  State)  not  merely  to  refuse  any  sarxtion  to  or  acknow- 
ledgement of  these  bonds  and  guarantees,  but  to  prohibit  the 
State  Legislature,  under  any  circumstances,  from  so  doing,  or 
levying  any  tax  to  .pay  them  ;  and  also  to  prohibit  the  continu- 
ed existence  of  the  '*  faith  bond  banks,"  under  the  SioXe  Govern* 
mefit,  with  their  present  charters.  The  Constitution  contains 
provisions  inconsistent  with  those  charters,  and  to  which  they 
could  not  conform. 

The  guarantees  for  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Txost 
Company  were  made  and  issued  several  months  subsequeftt  to 
ratification  of  this  Constitution.  Some  of  the  bonds  issued  to 
the  Union  Bank  in  1838,  were  not  disposed  of  till  after  the  adop- 
tion and  ratification  of  the  Constitution. 

In  1840  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  thia  House  mi^de  an  elab- 
orate report,  asserting  and  sustaining,  by  cogent  reasoning,  tbo 
negative  of  the  question  above  propounded.  It  was  concurrea 
in  by  the  House,  and  a  resolution  dieclaratory  of  its  concluiioiM» 
ftdojpted. 

All  this  occurred  before  ''payment  was  demandedj^  More 
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any  of  the  baaks  had  sufl&red  the  bonds  or  gcuirantees  to  be 
dishonored  by  the  nonpayment  of  interest,  and  when  the.adTO- 
cates  of  the  banks  were  loud  in  declarations  of  there  being  **  nB 
danger."*  ^ 

Evidence  is  adduced  in  the  report  of  1840  showing  that  long 
before  4he  assumption  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  pow* 
er  to  bind  the  people  of  Florida  by  these  bonds  and  guarantees, 
the  existence  of  such  power  was  questioned— ^that  ^  their  tnca* 
fdcityT  thus  to  **  hind  the  peopkr  was  at  least  •*  whispered  in 
the  Council^"  before  the  usurpation  was  attempted. 

Other  facts  could  be  referred  to  redeeming  tne  people  of  Flo- 
rida from  the  imputation,  ignorantly  or  wantonly  made,  of  being 
prompted  by  "wicked,**  "selfish,**  "shameless,**  "dishonoraWe, 
and  "dishonest**  moiives  to  deny  this  power.  And,  that  in  so 
doing,  they  but  fulfill  the  solemn  duty  ot patriotic  freemen,  to  pre- 
serve unimpaired  the  rich  legacy  of  poMtical  privileges  they  re- 
ceived from  their  fathers:  to  protect  their  just  rights  from  en- 
croachment, and  hand  down  these  privileges  and  rights  to  pos- 
teiity,  as  perfect  as  when  entrusted  to  their  keeping. 

To  the  iZcport  of  1840,  the  committee  would  also  refer,  as 
cootaining  arguments  sustaining  the  course  of  the  people  of  Flo* 
rida,  hitherto  not  successfully  answered,  because,  aa  tbe  commit* 
tee  believe,  they  are  unanswerable. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  present  in  this  report*  a 
brief  synopsis  of  the  leading  positions  maintained  in  that  docu- 
ment. Satisfied  they  could  not  equal,  much  less  improve  its  fe- 
Kcity  of  style,  or  strengthen  the  force  cf  the  arguments  there  aif- 
duced,  the  committee  will  essay  to  do  but  little  more  than  eon* 
merate  the  propositions  advanced. 

^  This  is  done  less  for  this  House  than  for  the  public  The  o^ 
ItM  of  this  House  heretofore,  at  this  session,  on  this  subject,  hM 
be6n  decisive.  Indeed  both  branches  of  this  Legislature  united 
in  a  resdution  which  declared : 

*^1rhat  the  Territorial  Legislature  does  not  possess^  nor  was  U 
ever  invested  with  the  authority  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Terriio^ 
ry  soas  to  render  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  responsible  for  the 
debts  or  engagements  of  any  corporation  chartered  by  Ae  said 
Territorial  Legislature/* 

In  this  House  was,  ayes  19,  noss  4, 
'  In  the  Report  referred  to,  tKie  postulate  is  atfsumed  that  the 
raopuB  are  primarily  the  sole  depository  of  sovereign  power^ 
and  that  such  power  cannot  be  riffhtfuliy  and  justly  exercised 
unless  derived  from,  and  delegated  by  the  people. 

Ir  is  presumed  no  republican  will  dispute  the  correctness  of  this 
pesition. 

irrefragible  authority  is  adduced,  proving  that  the  power  to 
create  a^^n6ii^5  with  franchises,  is  one  of  the  most  exalted 
acts  of  sovereignty^  and  that  it  does  not  belong  to  the  mere  km 
»«jbiif  power. 
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The  Report  also  maintains  that  Congress,  under  the  Gonsti- 
tation  of  the  United  States,  is  not  competent  to  exercise  such 
act  df  sovereignty  over  the  people  of  a  Territory  exclosively, 
fttuch  less  to  delegate  any  right  to  do  so  to  its  agents.  .The  only 
power  possessed  by  Congress  over  a  Territory  is  derived  from 
that  Ql^use  of  the  federal  compact  which  provides  that  **C7on- 
gress  shall  have  power  to  diq)ose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
€aid  regulations  respecting  the  Territory  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  StatesJ*  The  authority  to  make  •*«!/ 
needful  rules  and  regulations^^  does  not  invest  Congress  with 
sovereign  power.  It  would  seem  to  be  less  extensive  than  the 
power  to  eTiact  laws.  The  terms  employed  denote  an  intention 
to  limit  and  restrict  Congress  in  the  character  of  its  laws  with 
respect  to  the  territories.  To  contend  for  a  contrary  doctrine 
would  be  to  concede  the  power  claimed  by  some  in  Congress  to 
interfere  by  its  enactments  to  destroy  our  rights  of  property  axid 
other  political  rights.  If  it  cannot  rightfully  exercise  such 
power  it  cannot  delegate  its  exercise  to  others ;  it  cannot  invest 
others  with  such  power. 

The  Report  further  shows  that  Congress  never  has  delegated, 
or  attempted  to  delegate  sovereign  power  to  the  Governor  and 
Council.  By  the  express  terms  of  the  Act  <>f  Congress, 
known  as  the  Organic  law,  no  power  is  attempted  to  be  invested 
in  the  Governor  and  Council,  but  that  of  ordinary  ''legislation!^ 
and  this  is  restricted  by  the  qualifying  term  ''rightjul.^  This 
legislation  cannot  be  of  a  higher  or  different  character  than  the 
terms  employed  in  the  constitution,  ''needful  rules  and  reguta- 
tiontT  intended.  Conceding  for  argument  sake,  that  Congress 
possesses  such  sovereign  power  over  us,  therefore  it  has  not 
parted  with  it  to  the  Governor  and  Council  and  it  is  yet  retained 
oy  Congress.  The  inconsistency  of  those  who  to  give  the  power 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  to  create  corporations  with  franchi- 
ses argue  that  the  Act  of  incorporation  is  a  mere  law,  but  so  soon 
as  it  18  granted,  contend  it  is  a  contract^  a  grant,  a  charter,  and 
not  subject  to  alteration  or  repeal,  is  also  exhibited  in  the  report 
of  1840.  It  is  necessary  for  them  to  say  it  is  a  TJiere  law  to 
bring  it  within  the  terms  of  the  delegation  by  Congress — "rights 
ful  legislation  ;^  and  it  is  equally  necessary  they  should  also 
contend  such  Act  is  Tnore  than  a  law — that  it  is  a  contract  con- 
ferring rights  and  franchises  irrevocable  by  the  legislative  powefs 
in  order  to  take  it  out  of  the  reach  of  the  power  of  repeal  bv  the 
Governor  and  Council.  The  power  of  the  Governor  and  (JooA-  • 
cil  to  pass  all  mere  laws,  the  test  of  which  is  that  they  are  sub- 
ject to  revision  or  repeal  bv  the  Legislature,  is  not  denied.  It  Ca& 
authorize  individuals  to  aggregate  their  means  or  credit  and  use 
a  convenient  name,  not  however  bestowing  upon  them  immuni- 
ties, privileged  and  franchises  taken  away  from  the  neopto,  or 
giving  exemptions  to  such  association^  not  enjoyed  by  tne  ptfoplo. 
The  report  of  1840  fully  anafyses  the  character  of  th*  Ter 
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Iftdrial  Gavemmeals,aD<I  proves  by  iDContestible  aothqiity  and 
imaoning  ^t  they  have  ever  been  held  as  mere  temporarj 
municipal  cdtporations  for  the  police  regulation  of  th^  emigrants 
till  they  acquire  the  ability  to  become  a  state.  Tb^y  are  insti- 
tutions arising  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  founded  upon  the 
Inability  of  the  people  owing  to  insufficiency  of  numbers  to  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  sovereign  state  government.  The  Ter- 
rial  government  fs  clearly  proved  to  be  the  mere  creature  of 
fedeiral  authority  liable  to  be  changed  or  dissolved  at  any  time 
by  Congress  in  the  exercise  of  its  constitutional  power.  It  is 
Hot  a  government  created  by  the  people — derived  from  the  peo- 
ple—or responsible  to  the  people.  The  Governor  shares  the 
Legislative  power  with  the  Council.  Indeed  his  power  is  su- 
|)erior  to  that  of  the  Council.  His  right  to  veto  renders  it  con- 
trolling. Wj^o  appoints  ?  Who  Commissions  ?  Who  pays 
him  ?  At  whose  will  is  the  tenurQ  of  his  office  ?  To  whom  is' 
he  responsible  for  his  acts?  The  federal  government — the 
President  of  the  United  States — are  the  only  answers  which 
can  be  made  to  these  Questions.  When — wher^ — how  did  the 
people  of  Florida  a ppoHnt  and  empower  this  officer  their  a^ent; 
whehabd  how  did  they  authorise  him  to  act  in  their  behalf  and 
hmd  them  by  these  bonds  and  guarantees?  It  is  alleged*  they  did 
so  through  their  representatives  and  agents  the  members  of  the 
Councij.  And  it  is  true  that  himself  and  a  majority  of  those 
members  assumed  authorhy  to  clothe  him  with  such  pow- 
er,  but  from  whence  springs  the  authority  of  the  Counciff 

The  reasoning  of  the  report .  must  con  vmoe  an  unprejudio^ 
ttiind  that  X\\Q  power  of  the  Council  like  that  of  thd*  Governor 
IS  wholly  derived  from  Congress;  It  is  also  conferred  by  the 
orffaaic  law. 

It  is  true  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  are  graciously 
wrftHtied  to  select  the  man  who  exercise  the  law  making  power ; 
out  the  junctiom  to  be  performed,  the  powers  to  be  exercised, 
ere  exclnsively  of  federal  derivation^  and  do  not  emanate  from 
the  People. 

The  reservation  of  the  power  of  tiullifying  the  acts  of  the  Go 
vemor  and  Council  proves  the  Territorial  ^government  is  not 
spfWrdjg^  and  does  not  spring  from  the  People.  It  shows  the 
j|)ower  tp  create  sub-corporations  for  terms  of  years  was  never 
intended  to  be  delegated  by  Congress  to  the  Territorial  Corpo- 
ration, bnt  on  the  contrary  (if  possessed  by  Congress)  was  iu- 
tended  to  be,  and  was  reserved.  Such  reservation  is  totally  in- 
consistent with  the  delegation  of  power  to  create  these  corpora- 
tions for  a  specified  term  of  years  which  may  extend  beyond  the 
existence  of  the  Territorial  government.  Most  of  the  advocates 
of  the  bank  deny  that  even  Congress  can  repeal  these  acts  of  in- 
corporation, after  the  corporations  have  gone  i  ito  operation, 
and  the  lapse  of  any  considera))le  length  of  time,  although  their 
most  distinguished  counsel,  Mr.  Webster,  holds  the  contrary  doc- 
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tMne.  If  this  is  so,  ia  respect  to  tbese  acts  of  itraorponAion,  (be 
reserved  power  of  annulment  is  by  the  merc^  trharactli^f  tte  le« 
gislation,  in  defiance  of  the  constitutional  fupremacy  of  Congress 
over  their  creatures,  the  Governor  and  Council,  totally  destroy-* 
«d. 

This  is  an  imperfect  recapitulation  of  some  of  the  principal  argu- 
'  ments  in  the  Report  of  1840,  showing  that  these  faith  bonds  and 
guarantees,  so  far  forth  astl>ey  are  sought  to  be  made  binding  on, 
the  people  of  Florida,  are  wtt//and  void.  They  •are  yet  held  to  he 
binding  on  the  Corporators — ^^those  who  obirained  the  proceeds 
of  them.  And  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  People  of  Florida,  of 
the  Legislature  of  Florida,  and  of  the  officers,  federal  and  Ter-» 
lilorial,  to  use  their  utmost  efibrts  to  effect  the  security  and  hon- 
est payment  of  all' of  them  by  those  who  do  righteously  owe 
them.  Every  principle  of  juslice^-every  dictate  of  honesty  de^ 
mands  it.      . 

But  the  people  of  Florida  never  will— ^ihey  never  can,  keeping 
in  view  the  obligations  they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  their  pos- 
terity, rightfully  consent  to  have  this  spurious  simulated  faith— 
tiiese  odious  usurpations  ioiposed  upon  tliem  and  their  descend- 
ants. They  do  not  ''repudiate"  or  " disavow *' any  . aqt  of 
their  own.  They  only  refuse  to  sanction  unjust  and  illegal  act^ 
of  others,  in  which  they  had  no  agency,  but  which  are  sou^t  (p 
be  established  a§  their  obligations.  • 

They  repeKthe  fpul  charge  of  **  dishonor,"  imputed  to  them 
for  asserting  their  rights,  as  unfottnded  and  unjust.  They  send 
back  the  imj^tatioo  to  thobe  who  make  it,  and  tell  them  the 
"  dishonor,"  and  **  shame,"  and  "  infamy  "resulting  from  the  . 
non-payment  of  the  last  dollar  of  these  bonds  and  guarantees  wilt 
justly  fall  on  those  Who  created,  who  u^ed  them,  wbo  imposed 
them  on  the  purchasers,'  and  havB  sought  and  stilFseek  to  impose 
tbem  upon  the  Peopled 

II  seems  by  the  message  and  divers  correbpondence  comroam- 
eated  to  the  House,  and  some  of  which  has  been  referred  to  this 
committee,  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  does  not  coincide    . 
in  th^  opinions  and   doctrines  and  viev^rs  above  advanced  and 
maintained.     He  holds  the  doctrine  that  himself  and  the  Coun^ 
cil  represent  the  People  of  Florida  and  have  power  to  bind  them    : 
in  this  form.     And,  to  maintain  the  honoi'  of  the  People  unsuU 
lied-^to  redeem  the   pledge  of  their  faith  (as  he  considers)  thus    * 
lawfully  and  rightfully  made — to  preserve  their  reputation  un- 
tarnished, he  would,  by  consequence,  at  the  proper  time,  impose 
a  tax  to  pay  th$  interest  and  principal  of  these  bonds  and  guar^ 
antees.  *  -  •       ^ 

The  Executive  ditfers  with  a  large  majority  of  his  fellow  biti- 
lens  on  this  subject.  No  one  will  dispute  his  privilege  to  ex- 
press bis  opinion  as  an  individual^  or  officially,  dnd  he  may  seek 
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by  hit  adroiaistration  and  acts  to  enforce  his  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples,  and  to  make  the  faith  guarantees  binding  on  the  People. 
Snch  efforts  will|  however,  be  impotent. 

HisExcellencyis  an  officer  o(  the  federal  government;  ap- 
pointed by  it;  not  selected  by  the  People  of  Florida,  and  his  fj^ 
pressed  opinions  and  pledges,  or  his  official  acts,  cannot  bind  any 
Dot  the  government  he  represents  and  himself.  The  Committee 
do  not  regard  it  as  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  enquire  into  the 
soundness  of  the  doctrine  advocated  in  the  message,  that  the 
jfedenU  government  are  not  in  any  wise  compromitted  by  the 
acts  of  iis  agents  in  creating  the  faith  bond  corporations,  and  in 
allowing  to  them  such  faith  bonds  and  guarantees  in  wrong  of 
the  People  of  Florida,  and  of  those  who  have  been  beguiled  to 
discuss  the  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  extraordinary  reiuisness 
of  Congress  in  fulfilling  its  solemn  <x)nstitutiona]  duty  of  guar- 
dianship over  this  infant  province^r— in  its  inexcusable  negligence 
to  purchase  them.  Nor  do  they  regard  themselves  called  upon  to 
exerrecise  the  power  of  revision  of  the  Territorial  laws,  txpressly 
reserved  for  our  protection,  from  hasty  and  unwise  legislation.  It 
would  be  indecorpus  and  unbecoming  to  do  so.  The  Legislature 
of  this  Territory  is  not  the  proper  forum  before  which  these 
questions  can  properly  be  discussed.  It  is  not  competent  to  de* 
cade  them.    It  is  for  Congress  alone  to  determine  them. 

No  one  competent  to  understand  the  diflerence  between  the 
government  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  State^  and  the  ^'rules 
and  regulations"  made  for  die  police  of  a  Territory,  could  an- 
ticipate that  the  adoption  by  Congress  of  measures  to  secure  the 
holders  of  the  **  faith,"  even  if  Congrees  agrees  to  redeen^  it, 
sFnd  for  its  indemnity  takes  the  banks  under  its  supervision  and 
control ;  could  affect,  in  any  wise  the  apprehended  proposition 
for  the  federal  government  to  assume  the  State  delits.  If  the 
Committee  could  discover  that  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
might  be  used  as  an  entering  wedge  for  such  policy,  they  would 
deprecate  it  in  as  strong  language  as  they  could  use. 

We  will  oot  permit  ourselves  to  doubt  that  when  the  questions 
Mally  involved  are  du*ectly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress  it  will  do  its  duty.  In  one  case,  at  least  of  somewhat 
analogous  character^  it  has  not  hesitated  to  act  as  became  the 
custodier  of  the  honor,  integrity  and  justice  of  this  great  nation. 
Neither  will  the  Committee  on  this  occasion,  advance  any 
opinion  as  to  another  ground  assumed  by  some,  predicated  upon 
the  non^liability  of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  upon  the  exonera- 
4ioQ  claimied  for  tiie  national  government,  that  those  Governora 
"who  signed  iind  issued  them  without  authority,  are  individoal* 
ly  and  personally  liable  to  the  holders.  To  qnote  from  the  metf« 
asige-^^* Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof  is  one  of  the 
wke  precepu  which  we  have  received  from  the  book  of  know- 
ledge and  truth." 
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'  The.  Gfovernor  ac^sucnes  various  grounds  in  support  of  the 
opiDioQ  he  advances,  that  although  the  faith  bonds  are  binding 
GO  the  whole  people  in  defaOlt  of  the  Banks  and  their  stockhold- 
ers—yet t}ieir  responsibility  is  merely  collateral  and  contingent. 
He  contends  the  people  are  ta  be  considered  as  "  rdnote  endof^ 
ser$^^  only  for  the  Banks ;  and  '*  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory 
extends  only  to  the  creation  of  an  ultimate  responsibility  to  pay^** 
after  the  banks  and  the  individual  stockholders  have  been  pur- 
siied  to  **  insolvency^*  or  "  bankruptcy'*  by  the  holders,  and  he 
argues  that  Wfuii  of  **  due  diligence**  in  doing  so  by  them  may 
release  or  exonerate  the  people.  He  seems  to  be  firmly  convin- 
ced, that  although  liable,  the  people  cannot  be  rightfully  called 
on  till  both  the  banks  and. the  stockholders  prove  ^^insufficieni^ 
afier  full  experiment**  Other  positions  are  assumed  by  the 
Governor  which,  if  tenable,  would  tend  to  such  result.  The 
soupdness  or  propriety  of  these  various  grounds  and  positions^ 
are  contested  by  the  holders  of  the  dishonored  guarantees,  and 
fheir  agents  and  counsel.  As  before  observed,  in  these  discus- 
sions this  committee  are  not  disposed  to  mingle.  I'he  honor  or 
interests  of  the  people  do  not,  in  their  opinion,  demand  such  in- 
terference.* They  would  avoid  it  as  tending  to  confuse,  embar- 
rass, and  distract  the  investigation  of  the  only  important  question 
involved,  as  before  stated. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee,  from  the  message,  that  His  Ex** 
cellency  has  manifestly  been  laboring  under  a  very  singular 
misapprehension  in  one  respect.  He  seems  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  it  is  claimed  by  those  who  dispute  the  validity 
of  these  bonds  and  guarantees,  so  far  as  regards  the  People, 
that  thjp  "Governor  and  Council  have  power  to  pass  laws  bind- 
ing the  government  of  the  United  ^States,"  to  pay  these  bondft 
aiid  guarantees,  and  *Hiie  Legislative  Council  represents  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States;"  and  he  seems  also  to 
have  apprehended  some   attempt  to  exercise  such  supposed 

Eower  at  this  session.     V^  e  are  not  aware  ^ny  such  doctrtne 
as  been  contended  for  by  those  referred  to.     On  the  contrary, 
thcfy  contend  for  the  imbecility  and  paucity  of  the  powers  of    * 
the  Governor  and  Council,  as  the  cause  of  the  invalidity  of 
their  acts,  by  which  it  was  attempted  to   bind  the  People.—* 
Certainly,  it  has  not  been  sought  to  carry  out  such  do^rine^ 
or  principjes   at  this  session,   by  any  action  of  this  House* 
Individual    opinions  mtty  have  been   entertained  as   to  such  para« 
mount  power  of  the  Governor,  and  of  the  Council,  quite  as  preposter<i 
OU8  as  these.     Indeed,  the  power  claimed,  and  necessary  to  justi^  . 
the  mukiog  of  these  bonds  and  guarantees  is  somewhat  akid  to  suchr 
pretension.    The  Committee  are  rejoiced  to  aay  they  do  not  fea»  any 
danger  firom  any  attempted  exercise  of  it  hereafter  on  the  part  if 
^CouncO. 
The  Committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  that  any  legislative 
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action  shoald  be  had  at  this  ses^oti,  ia  relation  to  the  Bwak  of  Pensa- 
ovla^  beside  the  funeral  laws  which  have  passed  both  Houses  of  tba 
Council  affording  summary  and  efficient  remedies  to  creditors  of  sus- 
pended or  defaulting  banks,  which  they  would  hope  wi!l  receive  the 
Executive  sanction. 

Sundry  proposed  resolutions  having  relation  to  the  faith  bonds  and 
guarantees  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee,  containing  declara 
tions  of  their  being  null,  requesting  the  interference  of  Congress,  or 
particularly  specified  action  of  the  Governor,  or  judicial  action  with 
respect  to  them.  In  lieu  of  these  several  resolutions,  the  Committee 
recommend  the  adoption  of  those  appended  to  this  report.  They 
cover  the  whole  ground  taken  by  the  people  of  Florida  on  this  subject, 
and  embody  in  as  brief  form  as  this  Committee  could  devise,  the  pria* 
ciples  and  arguments  relied  upon  to  sustain  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee. 

JAMEg^  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 

Chairman. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  LegiskUioe 
Ctmncilofthe  Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  dependant  municipal 
corporation,  styled  "the  Territorial  Government  of  Florida,"  is  not 
X  oovBBifMB:iT  OF  THE  Peopls,  but  a  mere  temporary  institute  crea- 
ted and  .regulated  by  law  of  Congress ;  and  that  to  contend  it  is  a  gov« 
emmcnt  of  the  People,  because  Congress  have  allowed  the  designa- 
tion by  certain  citizens  who  shall  be  members  of  the  Council,  whilst 
those  so  designated  are  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Governor,  aa 
agent  of  the  United  States,  appointed  and  commissioned  by,  and  hold- 
ing  his  office  at  the  will  of  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and 
whose  veto  outweighs  any  vote  less  than  two  thirds  of  both  Houses ; 
and  whilst  Congress,  (where  the  Peo))le  of  r'lorida  are  without  a  Re- 
presentati^  e  vote,)  can  nullify  the  laws  passed  by  such  two-thirds  ; 
and  whilst  the  functions  and  powers  exercised  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  are  all  of  federal  derivation,  i^  an  insulting  mockery. 

2.  Resohed  further.  That  the  Territorial  Government  not  being  a 
government  of  the  people,  its  enactments  and  «ts  acts  are  not,  upon  its 
dissolution,  binding  on  the  People  of  Florida  without  their  consent ; 
mnd  upon  the  assumption  by  them  of  the  right  of  self  governmentf 
they  cau'rightfully  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  ^  hich 
ihey  will  recognize  those  enactments  and  acts,  as  uny  long«r 
obligatory  upon  or  of  force  over  them. 

3.  Resolved  further,  That  the  granting  of  charters  for  corporations 
with  franchises  by  the  Territorial  government  beyond  the  term  of  its 
own  existence,  is  not  a  rightful  exercise  of  power,  or  a  ^rightful 
subject  of  legislation ',^^  that  it  cannot  make  laws  of  a  more  indisso- 
hible  character  or  permanent  continuance  than  itself:  that  by  the 
established  maxims  of  the  common  law,  handed  down  to  us  from  our 
forefathers,  as  firm  barriers  against  encroachments  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  lllMirty,  the  creation  of  such  corporations  is  not  an  attribute  o£ 
the  mere  (oto  making  power,  but  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  sooer- 
e^  authority ; — that  in  republican  governments  such  sovereign  pow- 
er  IS  IN  THE  People  ;  that  until  a  government  of  the  people  is  estab- 
Hshed,  and  the  right  to  create  ^uch  corporatioBs  delegated  by  consti- 
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tutional  provisions,  it  is  fketr  prerogative  to  refiifle  to  recognize  SQeh 
usurped  authority,  or  to  suffer  and  saoctiou  it,  oo  such  tenns  and 
under  such  securities,  as  the  public  weal  n^y  demand  should  be  iin* 
posed  and  required, 

4.  Resolvedfurther^  That  the  ptMic  faith  and  credit  riiould  be 
used  for  public  purposes  and  uses  only ;  that  to  allow  it  to  be  begged* 
borrowed,  or  bought  by  corporations,  or  individuals,  for  pr^oate  pur* 
poses ;  whetlier  to  establish  a  bank,  found  a  city,  build  a  rail  road,  or 
to  aid  in  other  speculations,  is  a  violation  of  sound  principles,  and  m 
departure  from  wise  policy ;  and  that  the  territorial  govefnmeiit  of 
Florida,  not  being  a  government  of  the  people^  had  not,  and  hath  doI, 
any  authority  to  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  people  of  Florida 
for  such  purpose,  to  any  bank  or  other  corporation  whatsoever. 

5.  ^Resolved further,  That  the  "faith  bonds"  issued  by  Governors 
of  Florida,  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  0  the  amount  of  three  mil* 
Ztbiw^/ 2>oWar«,  to  enable  it  to  raise  its  capital;  thCfoith  guaran- 
tees"  issued  by  a  former  &^vemor  to  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  to  the 
amount  ot  half  a  million  ^dollars ;  and  the  "fiiith  guarantees'*  is- 
sued by  the  present  Governor  to  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thmuand  doOare, 
are  not  binding  on  the  people  of  Florida ;  and  will  not  be,  a«d  cwu 
not  be  assumed  by  the  government  of  the  State  of  Florida,  upon  ilt 
establishment,  unfess  expressly  authorized  thereto  by  the  people. 

6.  Resolved  further,  That  whilst  the  people  of  Florida  maintaia 
and  secure  their  rights  and  prerogatives,  every  rule  of  sound  and  libe- 
ral policy  dictates,  that  the  preservation  of  the  credit  and  honor  and 
interests  of  that  portion  of  ojr  citizens,  involved  by  loans  to  them 
from  foreigners  and  others,  upon  these  bonds  and  guarantees,  should 
be  an  object  of  high  importance ;  and,  that  as  their  non-payment  may 
cause  imputatidns,  (although  they  would  be  unfounded  rfhd  unjust,) 
to  be  cast  upon  our  whole  people,  it  is  wise  that  the  utmost  care  and 
vigilance  should  be  exercised  to  secure,  and  every  facility  and  aid 
given  to  those  who  have  sold  or  pawned  the  miscalled  "faith"  to  ef- 
fect its  eariy  and  honest  redefinption ;  and  that  whilst  care  should  be 
observed  that  the  rights  of  the  people  are  not  compromitted,  no  mea- 
sures by  which  any  vested  rights  of  the  co-partners  in  said  Bankswe 
violated,  or  the  obligation  of  contracts  between  them  and  their  credi- 
tors or  debtors  impaired,  should  be  adopted  ;  and  ahhough  no  pnnci- 
pie  of  equity  o^  justice  requii-es  that  the  whole  people  of  Florida 
should  confirm  the  doings  ot  those  pretending^  act  in  their  nam^ 
and  who  have  attempted  to  bind  them  without  rightfiil  authonty,  and 
although  it  was  the  duty  of  the  purchasers  of  the  faith  bonds  and  guar- 
antees,  to  have  looked  to  the  legal  powers  and  authority  of  those  claim- 
ing the  power  "to  pledge  the  faith'*  of  the  whole  people  of  Fk>rida; 
yetae  such  purchasers  are,  it  is  believed,  mostly  foreigners,  and  ign^ 
rant  of  the  peculiar  character  of  our  bcal  government,  we  are  ^^^^ 
upon  by  every  dictate  of  liberality  and  propriety  and  honor,  to  afford 
autlie  assistance  in  our  power,  to  secure  the  payment  of  every  dw- 
lar  of  these  bonds  and  guarantees /rom  those  who  do  owe  iMMh  with* 
out  delay  or  difficulty  to  the  holders. 

7.  Resolved  further,  That  as  the  only  mode  of  effecting  paytaMOl 
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of  these  bonds  and  guarantees /rom  the  peapUt  would  be,  the  i 
ment  by  the  Legislature  of  a  tax  for  such  purpose  ;  this  House  deems 
it  an  imperative  duty  to  declare  its  belief  that  a  Legislature  cannot  be 
convened  which  would  venture  to  impose  such  tax,  nor,  if  such  tax 
was  imposed,  could  its  collection  be  enforced :  so  settled  and  decided  is 
public  opinion  that  these  bonds  and  guarantees  abb  WBOneFUL 
USURPATIONS,  and  that  such  tax  would  be  an  outrage  :  And  that  the 
honor,  and  the  character  for  integrity  and  truth  of  the  people  of  Fk>« 
rida,  deipand  the  announcement  of  these  facts  to  the  Woild. 

8.  Resolved  further,  That  in  fulfilment  of  the  duty  this  House  owes 
to  itself  and  to  the  citizens  of  Florida,  and  also  to  the  holders  of  these 
bonds  and  guarantees,  it  is  constrained  to  advise  all  such  holders  that 
the  protection  of  their  interests  demands  that  they  should  forthwith 
send  an  agent  or  agents  hither,  with  plenary  power,  to  make  arrange* 
ments  with  said  banks  tor  the  substitution  of  other  and  different  and 
better  securities  in  lieu  of  these  bonds  and  guarantees,  and  to  conseat 
to  the  surrender  and  cancellation  of  the  latter. 

9.  Resolvedfurther,  That  white  this  House  regards  it  presumptuoas, 
indecorous  and  unbecoming;  to  discuss  or  pretend  to  decide,  bow  far 

,  Xhefedercd  government,  by  its  oa^t  neglect,  (notwithstanding;  repeated 
appeals  to  it,)  of  its  constitutional  duties  as  to  ihe  Territorial  legisla- 
tion of  Florida,  has  incuired  just  responsibility  to  al!  parties;  for  the 
evil  consequences  resulting  from  the  mnl.conduct  of  its  agents ;  yet, 
this  House  feels  constrained  by  its  sense  of  duly,  to  ask  ol  Congress 
to  consider  the  resolution  addressed  to  it  by  the  Constitutional  Con. 
vention  at  St.  Joseph  on  this  subject,  and  the  subsequent  action  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  also  liiid  before  it,  and  take  such  course 
in  regard  thereto,  as  the  honor  of  the  American  people  demands. 

10.  Resolved  further  y  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  teport  and  these 
resolutions;  acopy.of  the  joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  faith 
bonds  and  guarantees,  passed  this  session;  a  copy  of  toe  printed 
journals  of  this  House,  in  1840 — 1841,  and  of  this  year,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  His  Excellency  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America ,  to  the  Honorable  David  Levy,  Delegate  of  Florida,  io 
Congress;  to  the  resident  minister  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
at  Washington,  for  transmission  to  the  holders  of  the  faith  bonds 
or  guarantees  in  his  country ;  and  to  the  resident  minister  of  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  at  Wash ingtor,  for  transmission  to  the  hold- 
ers of  the  faith  bonds  or  guaiantees  in  his  country.  The  same  to  be 
done  by  the  chief  clerk  of  this  House. 

Which  Report  was  concurred  in,  and  500  copies  of  the  Report 
and  Resolutious  ordered  to  be  printed- 

The  reported  Resolutions  read  1st  and  2d  time  and  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  message— 

The  Senate  have  appointed  as  a  Committee  of  Conference 
on,  an  Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts  in  relation  to  £lectioiis» 
Messrs.  Berthelot,  Livingston  and  McLean. 

(Attest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

March  2d,  ]  842.  Secretary  of  Senate. 
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Tl.e  Committee  on  Finance  and  PubKc  Accounts  to  whom 
were  referred  the  following  Bills  and  Resolution —    . 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Territory. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  value  of  money  received  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Territory  in  payment  of  public  dues. 

A  Resolution  to  suspend  the  revenue  laws  of  the  Territory; 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lancaster  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public 
Accounts,  made  the  following  Report ; 

The  committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  building  the 
Capitol  md  to  tb^  Tallahassee  Fund,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: . 


That  they  have  had  the  sdme  under  their  consideration,  and  ascar* 
lained  the  following  facts  :  The  Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee 
fund  contracted  with  R.  A.  Shine  for  the  brick  work  of  the  capitol, 
and  contracted  to  pay  him  for  the  entire  work  the  sum  of  twenty- 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  And  with  John  W.  Levinus,  for 
the  wood  work,  and  contracted  to  pay  him  therefor  the  sum  of  tea  ' 
thousand  dollars.  This  sum  for  the  roofing  which  has  been  done  ;  for 
materials ;  for  the  jQooring  of  the  centre  and  south  wing  of  the  Capitol^ 
for  window  and  door  frames  and  finishing  Senate  Chamber.  And  to 
Johnson  &  Hoy t,  for  other  mtenor  work  on  ihe  capitol,  the  Sum  of 
twenty  four  hundred  dollars.  Tb  Andrew  Scott,  for  plastering,  so 
far  as  the  same  has  been  executed,  the  sum  of  sixty  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  yard.  To  Isaac  R.  Robinson,  for  wooden  materials  for  the 
northern  wing  of  the  building,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  seven  dollars. 

They  fiirtber  ascertain^  there  has  been  paid  by  the  said  Commis« 
sioner  to  Mr.  Shine,  on  his  contract,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  which  is  believed  to  be  a  just 
proportion  for  the  amount  of  his  contract  which  has  been  executed.  . 
Also,  that  he  has  paid  to  Mr.  Lavinus  the  sura  of  nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty.eight  dollars,  leaving  unpaid  on  the  contract 
'  with  him  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  two  dollars ;  his  contract 
has  not  been  entirely  completed,  and  it  is  supposed  the  work  done, 
has  been  nearly  compensated  by  the  payments  made.  Johnson  ds 
Hoyt  have  completed  their  contract,  and  have  been  paid  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  in  full.  Mr.  Scott,  under  the 
contract  with  him  for  ptaistering,  has  received  the  sum  of  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars,  which,  is  believed  to  be  about  equivalent  to  the  work 
done,  and  materiaU  furnished;  if  there  be  a  difference,  it  is  supposed 
the  cororaissioner  is^in  advaoce^with  bim.  Mr.  Robinson  has  receiv. 
ed  on  his  contract  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  and 
there  is  due  him  fifty-thiee  dollars ;  bat  he  is  indebted  to  the  fund  as 
endoiser  for  a  larger  sum. 

The  committee  have  carefully  examined  all  the  contracts,  ac 
counts  and  vouchers  of  the  Commissioner,  and  so  far  as  they  can 
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Bfcertain,  they  were  all  correct,  htviog  detected  in  the  whole  m 
lake  of  lees  than  teo  dollars*  resulting  from  a  wrong  additioo.  This 
haa  been  corrected  on  the  books,  and  it  leaves  a  balance  due  the  fundi 
of  $1617.89,  which  consists  of  notes  against  sundry  mdividuals, 
most  of  which,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  realized  to  the  fund. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  contracts  for  building  the  CapHol 
were  judiciously  made  by  Mr.  faltzell,  the  Commieisioner,  and  that 
he  has  manifested  much  prudence,  fidelity,  and  ability,  in  the  dis« 
chaigeof  his  cuties  as  Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  fund;  that 
the  Irailding  of  the  Capitol  has  progressed  as  well,  and  as  far,  as  a 
just  expectation  would  warrant;  and  that  its  present  incomplete  con* 
dition  ia  entirely  attributable  to  a  want  of  means. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  from  estimates  which  have  been 
made,  it  will  require  at  least  twenty  thousand  dollars  fully  and  entire- 
ly to  complete  that  building.  And  from  their  own  observation  of  its 
condition,  they  are  constrained  to  countenance  that  estimate.  They 
therefore  report  a  resolution  in  conformity  thereto,  and  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration. 
All  which  ia  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  B.  LANCASTER,  Chairman. 

Resolved^  That  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  bis 

Mit  exertions  to  prooure  an  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 

firom  Congress,  to  be  expended  by  t|;ie  Commissioner  of  the  Tallabas* 

see  fund,  tor  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  Capitol  in  that  city.  And 

that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  said  delegate* 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Westcott,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
^  John  P.  Duval,  Esq.  asking  that  Congress  be  applied  to  for 
an  appropriation  tor  compensation  to  him  for  a  compilation 
of  the  pripate  laws  of  this  Territory  and  the  treaty  of  cession, 
&c.  and  an  index  to  the  first  volume  of  the  public  acts  hereto- 
fore compiled 

REPORT: 

^  That  it  does  not  appear  be  compiled  the  same  under  any  spe- 
dfic  or  certain  contract  with  any  authority  empowered  to  make 
soch  contract.'  He  has  received  liberal  compensation  for  the 
first  volume,  which  it  appears  was  contracted  for.  The  book  is 
bound  and  ^/ittrilmied  with  an  imperfect  ind  x,  made  and  furnish*  ■ 
ed,  the  Committee  is  informed  by  the  printer,  without  compen- 
sation. The  book  is  incomplete  and  so  arranged  as  to  render  it 
of  little  utility.  The  index  now  proposed  to  te  furnished  would  ' 
be  useless;  and  the  Committee  ao  not  think  it  necessary  to  re- 
publish the  private  acts  as  proposed.  We  shall  probably  soon 
become  a  State,  and  Judffe  Marvin  is  now  employed  in  a  revision 
of  the  laws  which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  will  supercede,  in  a 
great  measure,  common  reference  to  anterior  legislation.    The 
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Committee  ask,  therefore,  to  be  discharged  from  tiie  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

J.  D.  WBSTCOTT,  Jr.  Chairman. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  ioUowing  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled 

An  Act,  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts,  relating  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors;  also, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  6.  Thornton ;  also. 

An  Act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  University  lands  ;  also, 

An  Act  to  extend  the  limitation  of  an  Act  passed  on  the  11th 
day  of  February,  1836,  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Waculla  river,  near  St.  Mark«,  aod  for 
other  purposes ;  also, 

A  Resolutioo  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
best  exertions  to  have  a  post  office  established  at  Blount's  Town, 
and  oth^r  purposes ;  also, 

A  Resolution  in  favor  of  a  Port  of  Entry  at  Bfilton,  at  Black* 
water  River;  also, 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Pensacola ; 
also, 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  of  Appa« 
lachicola;  also, 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Jackson* 
ville. 

SAMUEL  B.  STEPHENS, 
Chairman  on  Onrolled  Bills. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  3  o'clock. 


HALF  PAST  3  o'clock. 


A  Resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  audit  and  aettle  an  ac* 
count  of  John  Brownell,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
fw  to-morrow. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  the  Central 
Bank  of  Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole,Mr.  Steele  in  the 
Chair,  on  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  con* 
cerniog  wills,  letters  testamentary  and  letters  of  administra* 
tlon,  and  the  duties  of  executors,  a'dministrators  and  guardians, 
approved  November  20th  1828,  after  some  time  the  committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  reported  the  same  as  amended. 
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which  report  wa^concurred  in  and  the  bill  passed.  Ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act,  to  give  Overseers  and  Managers 
preference  and  a  lien  on , the  Crops  they  superintend,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed.    Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated.^ 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act,  to  enable  execution  creditors  to 
collect  their  judgii?ents  out  of  stock  choses  in  action  of  defen- 
dants in  Execution  or  out  of  property  to  which  defendants  may 
havean  equitable  title  only — was  read  a  third  time.  '  On  mo- 
lion  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Tabor 
in  the  Chair,  on  said  Bill ;  after  some  time  the  Committee  rose  and 
by  their  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

A  Resolution  asking  an  appropriation  for  building  a  Bric^ 
over  Hard  Labor  Creek,  was  read  an  adopted. 

Mr.  Stephens  from  the  Committee  on  enrolled  bills  made  the 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port 9S  correctly  enrolled. 

An  Act  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  icpeal  an  act  herein  named. 

Also,  an  Act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  concerning  improve- 
ments made  on  public  lands. 

Also,  an  Act  to  authorise  Thomas  Cooper,  to  establish  a  ferry 
across  the  Escambia  River. 

Ai80|  a  Resolution,  requesting  our  delegate  in  Congress  to  pro- 
cure an  appropration  for  the  purpose  opening  and  improvingMthe 
road  from  the  Town  of  Monticello  in  Jefferson  County,  to  rort 
Leon  or  St.  Marks  on  the  Bay  of  Appalachee. 

8AML.  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman, 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Westcott  presented  sundry  accounts  in  favor  of  F.  Towle, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  compensatioik 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Coo- 
stables  was  read  a  third  time. 

,  On  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  M:essrs.  Edwards  and  Had- 
dock, were  as  follows. 

Yeas — Mr.  ^Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  McKinnon,  ilfcRaeay,  Pent,  Steele, 
Stephens,  Taylor — 14. 

Nays — Me.s9T8.  Arnou,  Battle,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Z^wis,  Long, 
Tabor— 8. 

3o  the  Bill  was  indifinitely  postponed. 

The  preamble  and  Resolutions  >  reported  on  the  accoilnts  of 
Walker  Anderson  and  others,  for  services  in  examing  certain 
Banks,  was  taken  up  and  the  House  agreed  to  concur  with  the 
&Date  in  the  amendments  proposed. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  £dvrard  Bolin, 
late  Jailor  of  Calhoun  Countyi  was  again  read. 
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The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  Ar 
nou,  on  the  passage  of  said  Bill,  and  were, 

Yeas^-Messrs,  Arnou,  Edwards,  Lewis,  Long,  Tabor,  Tay- 
lor and  Westcott — 7. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  McKinnon, 
McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens — 15. 

So  the  Bill  was  lost. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  Blyden  Vanhorn, 
was  again  read. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called 
by  Messrs.  McRaeny  and  Kelly,  and  were, 

Yeas-^-Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dell,  Er* 
nest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McKinnon,  Steele,  Ste« 
pbens,  Taylor,  Wfestcott— 15. 

Nays — Mr.  /Speaker,  Messrs.  Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Mc« 
Raeny,  Pent,  Tabor — 7. 

So  the  Bill  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  more  effectually  to  suppress  the 
the  issuing  of  change  bills  or  shin  plasters,  and  for  other  purp<>* 
ses,  was  again  read. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  Bill,  the  ayes  and  noes 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Haddock,  and  were. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRaeny, 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott— 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  McKinnon,  Fent| 
Steele  and  Stephens— <-8. 

So  the  Bill  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  liens  of  laecbanica  and 
others,  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitlpd  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
€lection  for  representative  to  the  Legislauve  Council  from 
Franklin  County,  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apa* 
lachicola,  was  taken  up.  On  the  motion  to  concur  in  thQ 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  as  sent  from  the  House,  th^ 
question  was  divided. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment  proposed, 
by  striking  out  the  4th  section,  as  passed  by  the  House  and  in- 
aerting  the  3d  section,  as  proposed  by  the  Senate. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 

Ayes— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kdtjr, 
Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  iUcKinnon  and  Stephens — 10. 

Noes— ^Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dd,^£dwirdf, 
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Haddoclu  McRaeny,  Peat,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Wett- 
cott— 12. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  made 
by  striking  ou^  the  dd  section  and  inserting  a  substitute  therefor, 
section  4  ot  the  Senate. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  3d  March,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  the  Go- 
vernor's message,  be  reconsi'lered;  which  motion  was  withdraWoi 
and  a  motion  made  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  motkm 
prevailed. 

Mr.  McRaeny  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  iutrodnce  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  piovide 
for  the  appointment  of  auctioneers,  and  defining  their  daties^ 
approved  Nov.  21st,  1829. 
.  His  Excelleecy  the  Governor  returned  the  followiq^  bills: 

1st.  An  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of 
a  depreciated  currency, 

2d.  An  Act  to  enable  creditors  of  Bai^is  to  collect  debts  doe 
therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereot  in  lawful  money; 

3d.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  subscribers  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts  respecting  said 
Bank,  and  to  afiect  a  settlement  of  the  afiairs  of  said  Bank,  as 
speedily  as  practicable; 

With  the  following  objections. 

Tallahassee,  March  1st,  18^ 
To  the  Legidativt  Council  of  Florida: 

With  a  disposition  to  concur  with  the  Legislative  Council  in 
every  measure  it  may  adopt,  so  far  as  my  judgment  enables  me 
to  give  it  my  approval,  I  have  examined  the  act  entitled,  ^^  An 
Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  deprecia- 
ted currency."  The  title  of  this  act  is  indeed  most  imposing, 
and  is  calculated  to  render  itself  acceptable  to  a  community, 
soffering  to  the  utmost  extremity  from  the  evils  it  promises  to 
correct.  U  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  to  be  decided  by  its  title, 
regardless  of  the  provisions  it  contains,  I  should,  without  hesi- 
tation, give  it  my  most  cordial  approval  But  m^  duty  requires 
ne  to  look  beyond  the  fascinating  name  by  which  it  is  intro-  ^ 
doced ;  to  disro'oe  it  of  the  fanciful  dress  in  which  it  is  presented; 
to  weigh  itsmeritSi  scan  its  provbions,  and  decide  whether  there 
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are  not  objects  intended  to  be  accomplished,  other  lhi|B  ti^oiO 
expressed  in  the  title,  and  which  wdnld  be  prodnetiye  of  evil#,  ti 
lar  greater  ikiagnitude,  than  those  it  may  prpmis0.tQ  corre^ 
After  the  most  carefal  examination,  it  appears  tome,  that  llMf 
primary  object  of  this  bill,  in  connection  with  others  of  the  saoril 
character,  which  are  dow  before  me  for  approval,  is  the  utter 
annihilation  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the^errilory,  regai^ 
less  of  the  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  charter  to  a  linmbet 
of  our  fellow  citizens. 

These  charters  were  g^nted  by  Legislative  power,  not  faN 
ferior  to  that  With  which  we  are  clothed.  They  received  tht 
approval  of  men  possessing  as  /nuch  wisdom,  virtue,  and  fial^ 
riotism  as  we  possess,  and  I  should  enter  with  great  diffiirlernc#f 
and  distrust  of  my  authority,  on  any  measure  proposed  to  abrd* 
gate  the  rights  diey  were  intended  to  secure. 

Within  the  provisions  of  their  several  charters,  the  stockhold' 
ers  of  these  institutions,  in  their  collective  cnpacity,  so  far  as  re* 
lates  to  the  acquisition,  possession,  and  enjoyment  iif  propertf , 
possess  all  the  rights  and  capacity  of  naiuml  persons.  If  their 
charters  have  been  violated,  if  public  confidence  has  been  aba- 
sed, if  they  have  failed  to  perform  the  functions  for  which  they 
they  were  created,  they  are  amenable  to  the  laws  ihey  have  of* 
fended.  These  are  judicial  questions,  to  be  decided  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  over  which  the  Legislative  departioMiit 
cannot,  in  my  judgment,  exercise  the  least  control,  x  et  in  al- 
most every  section  contained  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration^ 
there  is  some  onerous  restriction  of  the  powers  and  privilegei 
conferred  on  the  banking  institutions  of  the  Territory,  by  e&* 
press  charter. 

They  are  prohibited  from  the  exercise  of  the  banking  prefOg» 
ative  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  shoyM  they  not  at  ihal 
'tim<  have  permanently  resumed  specie  payments.  If  they  baaa 
now  a  right,  in  the  absence  of  this  bill,  to  exercise  thalt  power 
under  their  respective  charters  of  incorporation,  the  L^fstalHl9 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  possess  the  authority  to  distotb  itt  W 
ercise.  Ifthey  have  not  the  power,  then  it  seems  to  ns^  to  bit 
entirely  unnecessary  to  make  Legislative  provisions  agteiM  UH 
and,  they  must  be  held  accountable  to  the  jndicial  tribtinalsv  al^ 
ready  fully  aathorised  to  protect  th^  people  fikml  anyrealet^ 
which  may  result  from  their  illegal  and  uttacitboiil^  prbceedS* 
ings. 

It  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Legislature  to  make  lawfp 
and  that  of  the  Courts  to  enforce  them,  aoJif  the  present  bfll 
should  become  a  law,  it  would  be  as  inoperative  wiihout  the  avl 
of  the  courts  as  are  the  existing  gt^tui^s,  winch  it  is  contended 
have  been  violated.  Kesori  must  be  had  to  the  judiolal  p<^wet 
under  either,  to  decide  vvbether  these  instUutions  bavia  focrMtect 
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their  charters,  by  transcending  the  powers  conferred  on  them 
hj  competent  authority.  If  it  is  found  that  tbey  have,  then  it  is 
competent  for  the  courts  to  ^rant  a  decree  of  forfeiture,  and  de- 
prive those  institutions  of  their  corporate  existence.  But  while 
tbey  are  permitted  to  exist  as  corporations,  they  cannot  be  de- 
prived  ofany  essential  right  conferred  upon  them  by  charter. 

The  citizens  of  the  Territory,  who  are  associated  under  these 
•everai  acts  of  incorporation,  and  whose  fortunes  have  been  in« 
Tested  in  th^ir  capital,  are  entitled  to  equal  rights  with  their 
feifow  citizens  of  the  same  community,  and  in  all  legal  remedies 
sod  responsibilities,  a  destinction  cannot  be  made,  without  vio- 
lating the  principles  of  the  constitution.  The  protection  secured 
by  this  sacred  instrument  is  the  birth  right  and  natural  inheri- 
tance of  every  American  citizen.  Its  mantle  covers  with  equal 
protection  every  person  of  this  community,  whether  considered 
as  an  individuaf  or  as  a  member  of  a  corporation. '  If  the  trvith 
of  this  proposition  be  admitted,  then  it  results  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence that  the  principles  contained  in  the  present  bill,  intend* 
ed  to  create  a  distinction  between  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  banks  in  their  collective  capacity,  and  other  ^ 
defendants,  in  our  courts  of  iustice  are  odious  in  their  discrimina- 
tion, and  are  equally  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  great  principles  of  justice. 

The  7ih  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  npon  any  suit  being 
brought  against  any  of  the  Banking  Institutions  of  this  Territo* 
ry,  the  cause  shall  be  tried  and  final  judgment  rendered  thereon, 
at  the  first  term  of  the  court  after  le<jial  service  of  the  writ,  unless 
good  cause  is  shewn  by  affidavit  for  a  continuance.  This  is  a 
special  provision  made  applicable  alone  to  the  Banking  lostftu- 
tioos,  and  thereby  vitally  affecting  each  individual  member  of 
those  institutions,  citizens  of  the  same  country  with  ourselves, 
sod  entitled  by  every  principle  of  right  to  the  sanxe  privileges, 
sod  the  same  even-banded  justice. 

Will  this  bill,  harsh  in  its  provisions,  and  unequal  in  its  opera- 
tioo,  produce  this  desirable  result?  The  answer  will  be  found 
10  your  statute  book,  where  it  is  provided  that  defendants  in  all 
civil  cases  in  the  courts  of  this  Territory  shall  be  allowed  an 
sppearance  term^  and  final  judgment  cannot  be  rendered  against 
them  (except  by  their  own  confessions,  or  negligence  in  not  filing 
s  Dlea)  until  the  nei^i  term  after  the  institution  of  the  suit.  This 
^  bill  repeals  the  general  law  (wisely  intended  for  the  benefit  and 
^  government  of  all  defendants)  so  fiir  as  the  Banking  Institutions 
'  sre  coooe/ned.  It  deprives  them  of  the  advantage  of  an  appear- 
ance term,  apd  renders  them  subject  to  a  final  judgment  at  the 
iGrst  term  to  which'  the  case  may  be  brought  unless  they  can 
shew  cause  uoder  oath  for  a  continuance.  The  severity  and 
injustice  of  this  iprpvision  may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing supposed  case,  most  liable  to  occur.  A  foreign  creditor 
iasiiiutss  bis  action  of  debt  or  assumpsit  on  a  note  of  the  Bank. 
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No  cause  can  be  jihewn  by  affidavit  for  a  coDtinuancCy  and  jodg- 
ment  is  rendered  against  the  Bank  at  the  first  term.  The  bank 
holds  the  notes  of  individuals,  or  corporations,  other  than  thd 
Banking  institutions  of  the  Territory.  To  meet  the  demand  of 
the  foreign  creditor  on  which  it  has  been  sued,  the  bank  com* 
mences  an  action  on  these  notes  at  the  same  term  of  the  Court 

Bui  the  defendant  in  the  last  caee  under  the  general  law  regobtiog 
judicial  proceedings,  is  entitled  as  a  maUer  of  right  to  a  continuance 
of  the  case,  uotil  the  next  term  of  the  Court  to  be  held  six  moothi 
thereafler.  Id  tho  mean  time  execution  has  been  issued  against  th« 
Bank,  a  levy  baa  been  made,  a  sale  has  taken  place,  and  ihe  Marshal 
cdraes  into  court  with  the  money,  made  by  a  sacrifice  of  the  property 
of  the  Bank,  before  this  institution  can  obtain  judgment  on  a  debt  of 
equal  character,  in  a  suit  commenced  the  same  day  on  which  process 
issued,  in  the  case  of  the  foreign  creditor  when  the  Bank  was  a  da- 
fendant. 

No  one  can  doiibt  that  this  will  be  a  common  result,  if  the  present 
Bill  should  become  a  law«  Under  this  system,  the  Banks  muit  be 
annihilated.  The  property  of  the  Banks  of  every  kind  and  descrip- 
tion, must  be  sacrificed.  7  he  Stockholdors  of  the  Banks  must  be 
reduced  to  insolvency  and  ruin,  and  in  this  attendant  train  of  evils 
will  follow,  the  total  prostration  and  bankruptcy  of  nine  tenths  of  tiiis 
whole  community.  Bo  assured  thi^  is  not  a  fiction  of  the  imagina* 
tion,  drawn  from  fancy,  and  intended  to  produce  an  unnecessary 
alarm,  but  is,  in  my  humble  conception,  what  must  ensue  from  the 
present  system  of  legisjiition,  should  it  be  carried  into  efTebt.  But 
there  is  another  oner^^s  .restriction  imposed  upon  the  banking  iostitu* 
tions,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  which  I  regard  as  being  no  less 
oppressive  and  objectionable  than  that  which  subjects  them  to  a  final 
judgment  at  the  term  to  which  the  suit  is  made  returnable.  The  lOth 
section  provides  that  ho  appeal  taken  by  thei  Bank,  fronor  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Superior  Court,  shall  operate  as  a  supercedeas  to  the  ex* 
ecution,  unless  the  appellaut  shall  file  a  bond,  payable  to  tbe  plaintiff 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  judgment  appealed  from,  conditioned  that 
tbe  appellant  shall,  on  the  affirmance  of  the  judgment  by  th6  Court  of 
Appeals,  in  whole  or  in  part,  abide  by  and  perform  such  judgment* 
and  forthwith  pay  the  amount,  with  such  costs  and  damages,  as  majT 
be  assessed  by  said  court,  (said  damages  not  to  exceed  ten  per  can. 
tum,  per  annum,  on  the  judgment,)  into  court,  and  which  bond  shall 
also  1)6  executed  by  at  least  two  good  securities,  who  shall  not  be 
f»lockholders  of  said  Bank,  and  who  shall  each  severally  swear  that 
he  is  worth  double  the  sum  fur  which  he  is  securitij,  after  all  his  just  * 
debts  are  paid,  and  which  bond  shall  also  be  approved  by  a  Judge  of 
the  Court  ot  Appeals,  and  such  Judge  shall  hkewise  certify  that  he 
.  h9S  inspected  the  record  in  such  case,  and  entertains  doubts  of  the 
legality  and  correctness  of  such  judgmeiit ;  and  on  the  affirmance  in 
whole  or  in  part,  of  such  judgment,  a  judgment  shall  ir8tantur,on  mo| 
motion  of  the  appellee,  be  entered  in  his  favor,  agiHbst  any  or  all  of 
the  Said  secorhfes,  as  w«ll  as  such  appellant,  for  the  amount  thereof^ 
nnd  erecutioo  issue,  either  jointly  ot  severally,  till  SaiddebCSidamagse 
and  costs  are  fully  satisfied. 
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Tmm  fure  die  kirdent  and  reiCridtions  intended  lo-  be  thrown  on 
A0  Bankfy  mad  their  respective  stockholderg,  by  the  provisiong  of  thie 
Bfll,  fttid  when  thej  ere  carefuHy  exunined,  I  asicy  in  all  aincerityy 
WbellMr  Ibej  do  not  virtually  deny  to  the  banking  institntions  the  right 
ef  appeal!  Does  anyone  believe  that  t  case  can  ever  occur  under 
the  provisions  of  this  BtUf  in  which  an  appeal  can  be  taken^  which 
^rfU  ipwate  as  a  supercedeasy  however  erroneous  may  be  the  judg- 
■wnt  on  which  the  execution  is  issued  7  A  comparison  of  these  pro* 
visioae  of  the  Bill»  with  the  general  law  regulating  |ippeals,  will  best 
shew  the  trrsgularity  of  its  operation,  and  Uie  injurious  effect  it  mast 
fHttdttee  to  t^  Banks.    The  existing  law  on  this  subject;  grants  the 
i^t  of  appeal  to  all  patties  who  may  be  dissatisfied  with  the  judg- 
talent  of  the  Court,  and  in  the  case  of  defendants,  it  requires  a  bond 
te  be  signed  by  one  or  more  securities,  only  in  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
the  ittdgneot,  with  coet  and  damages,  in  the  event  of  an  affirmance  oC 
the  judgment  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.    This  is  all  that  is  required  by 
]aw«  of  any  defendant  in  our  oourts  of  justice,  and  why,  permit  me  to 
nsk,  should  we  now,  |>y  legislative  enactment,  proceed  to  deprive  one 
MTtion  of  this  community  of  the  important  rights  and  privileges  con« 
nrred  by  this  law,  while  it  remains  on  your  statute  book  unrepealed, 
fir  the  advantage  and  enjoyment  of  all  others?  Can  this  distinction 
he  reeonciled  with  the  principles  of  equal  right,  and  equal  justice, 
■eourei  by  the  Constitution  to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  t 

Is  it  in  accordance. with  the  forbearance  and  liberality  manifested 
kf  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session,  in  the  passage  of  a  bill  for 
iim  rebef  of  all  others,  by  granting  a  stay  of  execution  afler  jddg. 
■MOt  t  If  the  Legislature  have  power  to  destroy  the  stockholders  of 
the  banking  institutions,  by  a  partial,  illiberal,  and  oppressive  system 
•f  legisbition,  it  has  equal  power  to  single  out  any  other  class  of  men. 
It  npy  individual  who  may  be  obnoxious  to  its  members,  and  to  vwit 
Vfi^m  then^  and  upon  him,  the  same  measure  of  oppression.  Do  I 
eiiploy  terms  too  harsh  when  I  speak  of  this  bill  as  being  partial  in 
tin  niliifei  end  illiberal  and  oppressive  b  its  operation  t  Those  who 
W^  4iHSt  Aeanselvsi  of  the  feeling  and  political  excitement  in 
Ifbkk  Mhs  biH  originated,  I  think  must  a'lswer  in  the  negative.  If 
fi|irie4  inlo  sueeessfiil  opemtion ;  if  final  judgments  are  rendered 
l^pMnet  ttese  banking  institutions  at  the  first  term  of  the  court ;  if  the 
qglilef  appeal  is  denied  to  them,  as  it  virtually  is  by  this  bill,  then 
9M  eniy  the  bftnks  must  be  annihilated,  but  tlieir  stockholders,  and  every 
jiidividuel  of  this  eomouinity  connected  with  them  must  participate 
P IM  Ifm^  ruin.  While  these  disastrous  consequences  of  partial 
llgiptatioa  are  visited  upon  one  portion  of  the  community,  another 
foitioii,  e^pially  indebted,  and  owing  to  the  bank,  an  aggregate  suna 
ijrhich  would  havQ  saved  them,  and  their  stockholders,  f^m  ruin,  had 
it  1)0^  paid»  reposing  sa&ly  under  their  rights  as  defendants  to  an 
fypeftfanee  terni  in  Court,  to  their  right  of  appeal,  untrammelled  by 
tof  restriptioqs  imposed  on  the  hanks«  and  perhaps  sheltered  by  that 
l|9i^  of  mw^y  which  places  the  stay  law  in  the  baUnce  with  the 
fieeMtipSb  they  nmy  remain  passive  spectators  ot  the  scene  of  ruin, 
mi  f*^  kmm  purfhaieif.  eft  the  sale  of  the  property  ctf  the  bank 
nod  thMT  stockhoUers,  with  the  money  harrowed  tiy  theqi  fpom 
ijMmmtiMi^     the  days  of  their  prosperity^  wheq  th^  return  of 
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it  miglit  hav«  rdieTed  them  frcm  Ibis  faUil  enlMmMaieiit.  The 
bill  to  be  entitled,  **  Ao  Act  to  eDaUacredaten  of  the  Beoke  to  oeileel 
debts  due  therefirom,  out  of  the  aflsete  thereot  in  lawful  moneyv"  and 
the  bill  entitled*  ^An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorpora|9 
the  Sabscrihers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acta 
respecting  said  Bank,  and  to  eflTect  a  settlement  of  the  afikirs  of  aaki 
Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable,"  being  all  of  the  same  charactert 
and  having  all  in  view  the  same  object,  (the  abolition  of  the  Banking 
Institutions  of  the  Territory,)  the  general  objections  I  have  endeavor* 
ed  to  present  to  the  Bill,  entitled,  **  an  Act  to  secure  the  people  of 
Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,"  are  applicable  to 
them,  and  for  these  reasons  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  return  all  three  of 
these  bilto  unapproved. 

That  the  Legislative  Council  does  not  possess  the  power  of 
disfranchising  the  Banking  institutions  of  the  Territory,  is  fully 
sustained  by  ali  the  learned  decisions  in  the  law,  governing  the 
case,  and  the  want  of  that  power  is  fully  admitted  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill  entitled  **  an  Act  to 
dtei  and  arrend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  subset  ibers  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  Acts  respecting  said 
Bank,  and  effect  a  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Bank  as 
speedily  as  practicable.**  This  bill,  the  avowed  object  of  which 
is  the  abolition  of  the  banking  franchise,  is  by  the  provision  of  the 
18th  section,  to  be  submitted  to  the  stockholders  of  the  bailk  for 
thc^ir  express  acceptance,  and  if  not  accepted  by  them,  it  can  nev* 
er  be  carried  into  effect,  even  though  it  should,  by  the  signature 
of  the  Governor,  become  a  law.  As  an  iilducement  for  the  stock- 
holders to  accept  of  a  bill  intended  for  the  destruction  of  the  most 
valuable  prerogative  of  the  Bank,  the  concluding  clause  of  thi$ 
extraordinary  bill  declares,  that  ''in  case  of  such  acceptance  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  this  session  entitled  *  an  act  to  enable  the 
creditors  of  the  banks  to  collect  debts  due  therefrom  out  of  the 
assets  thereof  in  lawful  money,'  shall  not  apply  to  said  corpora^ 
lion.**  Here  is  not  only  an  express  acknowledgment  of  the  want 
of  power  in  the  Legislature  to  invade  tl'e  banking  franchise  so* 
cured  by  charter,  but  a  boon  is  offered  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  as  an  inducement  to  accept  an  alteration  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  This  measure  reminds  roe  too  forcibly  of  the  o  Id 
mercy  sometimes  shown  to  the  wayfaring  man  when  his  purse  ie 
demanded  as  the  price  of  his  life;  and  if  the  bill  presented  no 
other  objection,  I  could  never  give  it  my  signature. 

R.  K.  CALL* 

Mr.  Westcott  moved  that  500  copies  be  printed,  that  the  billf 
be  reconsidered,  and  the  vote  taken  on  to*morrow,  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  of  the  Hou$<^  on  their  passage  over  the  Govemor^s 
veto,  and  that  said  message  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to 
report  thereon,  before  said  vote  ifi  takea;  whkh  waa  adopted: 

Mr.  £nie«t  moved  a  rfconsideratioii  of  said  V0te^  which  wae 
carried. 
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Mr*  Laocafler  moved  ihat  tbe  mewtge  be  spread  on  the 
Jdmtials«  wbicfa  was  carried. 

If  r*  Blackburn  renewed  Mr.  Westcou's  motion,  that  the 
s|ime  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Deli,'were  as  follows: 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  McRaeny,  Pent, 
Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malone, 
McKuinoa  and  Stepliens— 8. 

So  tbe  motioo  was  carried. 

Messrs.  Westcott,  Blackburn,  Edwards  and  Dell  were  ap- 
pointed said  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Tabor  asked  th^t  the  rule  be  waived,  to  allow  biro  to  in- 
tr<K]iice  the  following  resolution,  which  was  granted: 

Whereas,  the  United  States  mail  to  New  Orleans  when  con- 
veyed by  the  Alligator  rbutCt  namely,  via  Macon,  Bainbridge, 
Marianna,  Lagrange  ^nd  Pcnsacola,  was  carried  with  great 
certainty  and  despatch,  the  road  being  unequalled  in  any  coun- 
try.  and  convenient  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  so 
much  so  as  to  draw  forth  expressions  jndicaitive  of  the  highest 
degree  of  satisfaction  from  every  traveller,  as  well  for  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  contractors,  as  on  account  of  the  road,  which  was 
profitable  to  all : 

And  whereas,  since  the  abandonment  of  said  route,  for  other 
ioiaginary  ahd  untried  routes,  the  public  have  sustained  great 
injury  and  loss,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  and  delay  of  the 
mails,  their  frequent  failure,  and  in  the  disappointment,  serious 
detention,  and  delay  of  the  passengers: 

Resolved  therefore^  That  the  attention  of  the  Post  Master  Gen- 
eral be  earnestly  requested  to  this  important  route,  as  the  main 
communication  by  stage  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans, 
in  the  winter  time,  as  subject  to  less  accident  from  bad  roads  and 
high  water,  than  any  other,  as  most  speedy,  safe  and  best  for  the 
certain  and  effectual  transportation  of  the  mail  and  travelfers. 

Resolved  Juriher,  That  this  Legislature  protest  against  a 
change  of  the  route,  so  as  to  go  to  Americus  and  cross  the 
Flint  River,  thereby  making  an  addition  of  bad  road  for  many 
miles,  through  a  hilly  country ;  increasing  the  chance  of  failure 
and  detention  of  the  mails,  by  crossing  a  river  frequently  flooded 
and  impassable  for  weeks,  indeed  making  the  destruction  of  tbe 
route  almost  sure. 

Resolved  fuiiher^  That  the  Post  Master  General  berequested 
to  have  a  daily  line  of  stages  tp  the  seat  of  Government  of  this 
Territory. 

Resolved jMrtker,  That  the  attention  of  th6  Delegate  be  ear- 
neatly  reqtiested  to  this  subjecti  and  that  he  lay  thdse  resolutions 
before  Congress. 
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Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Hoase  received  from  the' Senate- the  following  bills,  kc. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  anthorise  Eieen- 

utors  and  Administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  and 

to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned.     Indefinitely  postponed. 

Also,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  limitation  of  actions. 

Indefinitely  postponed. 

AUo,  an  act  respecting  jCxecntions.  L#ost  in  the  Senate. 
Also,  a  Resolution,  directing  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory  to  have  copies  made  of  all  the  reports  of  former 
Committees  of  this  House  or  the  Senate,  and  of  all  resoladont 
adopted  by  either,  and  of  memorials  by  either  to  Congress,  ia 
favor  of  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a  State,  under  the  St*  Jos- 
eph Constitution^  and  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  John  Ty« 
ler.  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  our  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  procure  a  decision  thereon,  if  practicable,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  present  session.  Which  was  indefinitely 
postponed  by  the  Senate. 

Also,  an  act  to  authoriso  Solomon  Zipperer  to  establish  a  fer- 
ry on  the  Suwannee  river.  Passed  bj*  the  Senate,  and  sent  to 
the  House  for  their  concurrence. 

Also,  an  act  to  establish  a  court  for  the  trial  of  criipes  and 
misdemeanors,  committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color. 
Returned  as  indefinitely  postponed. 

Also,  a  bill  to^be  entitled,  an  act  to  define  more  particularly 
the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Returned  with  a  sufan 
stitute  for  said  bill. 
Also,  an  act  in  relation' to  Elections,  if^assed  by  the  Senate. 
And  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  '  * 
relation  to  Elections  now  in  force  in  this  Territory,  passed  by 
the  House,  and  sent  as  a  substitute  by  the  House  to  the  Senate; 
which  bills  were  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Confeitnce 
on  taid  bills. 

Mr.  Wesicott,  fr9m  the  Joint  Select  Committeei  made  the  fel» 
lowing  Report : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee,  appointed  ^to  inveatigate  and  exaniiio 
into  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  Southern  Life  loauraTiee  and 
Trust  Company,  and  its  Branches,  and  especially  in  r^gaid  to  the 
Territorial  guarantees  issued  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  bank,  and 
the  time  said  bank  can  probably  resume  specie  payments,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  measures  to  aher,  amend, 
or  modify  the  charter  of  said  bank,  or  if  neceesary  to  have  the 
same  placed  in  liquidation,  and  cause  it  to  be  wound  up,  and  in 
such  case  to  deirise  measures  to  effect  sneh  otject,  and  to  report  tqr 
bid  or  otherwise,** 

REPORT: 
That  in  compliance  with  the  leqiiiyemepia  of  the  joial  i^iolii^ 
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tbore  reeited,  t  porCkm  of  the  cominUtee  forthwith  called  oo  the 
offieers  of  mid  benk,  for  sa  exhibit  of  iu  books  and  papers  to  the 
cofDfiitttee.  This  call  was  readily  complied  with.  The  committee 
made  such  iospection  as  satisfied  them  of  the  efficiency,  ability  and 
correctness  ofthoi^  officers,  to  whom  the  duty  of  keeping  the  books  of 
accounts  at  the  office  in  this  city  is  intrusted.  Not  having  made  any 
personal  examination  of  any  other  office,  the  committee  express  do 
opinion  as  to  any  but  this,  except  that  the  reports  from  the  braachns 
at  Jacksonville  and  Apalachicola  appear  to  be  fair. 

It  coukJ  not  have  been  anticipated  that  the  committee  should,  in  the 
required  investigation,  make  a  full  and  thorough  overhauling  of  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  bank.  They  have,  therefore,  been  cooteot, 
with  the  procurement  of  explanations,  and  answers  to  queries  pr». 
pounded  to  the  officers  of  the  bank*  and  ^ith  obtaining  copies  of  sim« 
dry  papers  and  documents  now  herewith  reported.  UercUo  annexed 
is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  cash  stockholders  of  said  bank,  on  the 
14th  Februaryt  1842,  with  their  residence,  nnmberof  shares  held, 
and  amount  paid  in  by  each.  By  this  it  appears  there  are  134  cash 
stockholders,  who  have  paid  in,  in  cash  stock  $539,200,  and  most  of 
whom  reside  out  of  Florida. 

Hereto  annexed  is  also  a  list  of  the  names  of  tlie  stockholders 
who  have  not  paid  in  their  stock  in  cash,  but  have,  according  to  the 
charter,  mortgaged  real  or  personal  property  for  such  stock,  shewing 
their  residence,  amount  of  stock,  description  and  value  of  property 
mortgaged,  daie  of  iportgnge,  and  when  due.  By  this,  it  appears 
that  the  amount  of  this  speciea  of  stock  U  $378,000,  secured  by 
mortgage  i»f  20,725$  acres  of  land,  sundry  town  lots,  btores,  ware* 
bouses,  and  other  houses,  and  609  slaves. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Hammond  tbe  assistant  «*ashier,  is  hereto'annexed, 
accompanying  the  foiegoing  documents,  which  states  that  the  cash 
stockholders  residing  out  of  Flonda  **  do  not  owe  the  bank  at  alt," 
and  that  toe  property  stockholders  owe  it  **  in  the  ags;r^ate  on  stock 
kmns  but  $162,983  04,"  being  less  than  d.5ths  they  are  entitled  to 
draw  under  the  charter.  This  letter  also  states  that  **the  indebtedaaw 
of  tbe  ten  trustees  above  their  mortgages  stated,  and  tbe  araonot  of 
8  5ths  upon  their  stock,  does  not  exceed  eight  thousand  dollars — thai 
one  ie  not  indebted  exoefSt  by  mortgage  stated,  and  neither  tbe  Presi. 
dent,  or  any  of  the  assistant  cashiers,  are  indebted  to  the  institatioa  a 
dollar." 

But  little  satisfactory  information  is  affi)rded  to  the  public  generally 
by  tbe  reports  usually  made  by  banks  to  public  authorities.     After 

Crocuriog  the  information  contained  in  the  foregoing  documents  and 
»tter  with  respect  to  the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  the  committee 
proceeded  lo  ask  of  the  officers  full  explanations  of  the  several  items 
•D  both  sides  of  the  report  of  this  bank,  to  the  Governor  on  the  IsC 
January  last.  The  officers  of  the  bank  readily  and  cheeHuUy  ro« 
^ponded  to  all  inquiries,  and  made  full  exposition  of  the  opiufitioa 
and  prospects  of  the  bank. 

The  committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  time  said  bank 
esn  probably  resume  specif  paymeots^  and  they  accordingly  made  nw- 
quiries  to  that  point. 
ReArrlDf  la  Ae  rep4it  of  dM  slals  aad  ooa£tiim  of  thia  lMili» 
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nado  al  tfie  commeiieeaant  of  tfaia  s^mkhk*  and  after  giVteg  il  ii 
deliberate  examinatioQ,  the  committee  are  cooatraioed  to  expreaa  the 
opinion  that  the  bank  cannot  be  reasonably  expected  permaoently  to 
resume  specie  payments  under  one  year  at  least*  Within  the  next 
year  it  has  to  pay  all  the  items  except  the  6th,  payable  in  1649*  on 
the  left  hand  side  of  that  statement,  ^m  >unting  to  the  sum  of  #66Sy. 
864  54.  liVhat  has  it  to  pay  with  ?  Its  resources  for  such  pay^ 
ment.  except  its  stock  and  bond  and  mortgage  debtoi«,  and  tboe^  wh6 
owa  for  notes  and  bills  disconnted,  aipount  to  $887,308  65.  Tbia 
comprises  all  the  .items  on  the  right  band  aide,  except  **  pemoal 
property,"  and  the  detka  due  it  for  Ipans  as  above  mentiooed*  If 
tbis  amount  can  all  be  reaJised,  there  is  aiili  left  in  arrear  before  tba 
bank  is  square  with  its  creditors*  whose  demands  .aire  dtfe  now,  or  ia 
ajl  this  year,  $825f555  09,  wbich  tiuai  it  must  collect  of  its  debtbra. 
The  debtors  of  the  bauk  are  as  follows: 

On  bonds  and  morkgagesy  #705,404  67 

On  notes  and  bills  discounted^  ,  776,700  07 

$1,482,105  64 
The  bank  cannot  make  the  required  emotint  of  collections  in  Florida 
within  the  next  year.  The  facts  stated  and  deductions  nttide  by  the 
Committee  on  Corporations  of  the  House  of  Repre$eBl<divea,  in  refe- 
rence to  thtt  collections  necessary  for  the  resumption  by  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  apply  with  nqual  force  to  tbia  l:afik  to  establish  the 
above  'position*  I'he  Committee  do  not  cooaider  it  necessary  'to  di- 
late upon  the  causes  wbich  have  occaaioned  this  bank  to  become 
embarraased  to  auch  degrejo.  Its  lopg  continued  sospensiooi — the 
consequent  depreciation  of  its  bHla  and  uotea  to  about  50  centa  in  the 
dollar*  must  be  owing  at  least  partially  to  inisaiauagement  and  blun* 
ders,  on  the  part  of  its  conductors  in  past  years.  Plausible  excasea 
may  be  conjured  up,  but  the  naked  fact  of  the  continued  sus- 
pension for  nearly  two  years  cannot  be  overcome.  The  hank  baa 
not  met  with  any  misfortune  which  might  not  have  been  prevented 
by  prudence.  If  the  policy  and  management  pursued  baa  not  beea 
faulty,  the  system  on  which  the  bank  is  based  must  be  exceedingly 
vicious  aitdTotten,  Hiere  is  certainly  error  somewhere*  3u^  (be 
committee  do  not  deem  it  nedessary  to  kk>k  beyond' a  very  few  and 
aimple  facts,'  for  *ample  cause  for  the  present  conditkHi  of  ibe  hai^k* 
Ita  whole  capital  stock  is,  ^Cash  stock  paid  in,  $580,200;^'  ^mort* 
gaged  stock,  $878,000; '  amounting  to  $01,7,200*  It  ban)^  out  on 
longcredita  on  bond  and  mortgage  of  tbis  capital,  the  sum  of  $705,. 
404  64,,aod  on  notes  and  bills  discoui.ted  and  otherwise,  $776,700  07 
«.-deducting  the  capital  rendered  **dead^^  by  these  long  loans,  the 
real  legitimate  active  banking  capital  left^  is  only  $211,715  86  ;  and 
}ret  upon  thia  the  bank  haa  discounted  $776*700  07,  aa  above  men* 
tioned.  Thia  was  unwise  and  extravagant,  especiauy  at  a  time  whwa 
public  confidence  in  hanks,  and  particularly  Florida  banks,  had  be* 
oome  impaired;  and  suspicions  and  incredulity  aa  to  their  solvency 
had  taken  its  place* 
The  only  palliatioa  of  such  imprudence  is  the  albnoiit  imivacsal  if^ 


*  Set  page  66  Jeonitl  ef  the  Heost. 

34 


Digitized  by  VjO^OQIC 


3W 

IMbft  wUeh  for  five  or  six  yem  part  hat  prermled  orar  fkm  land— 
ffiidoDder  the  infiueoceofuvhieh^emineot  ohiseDa  baretoibre  ea^MiD. 
ed  for  dialingaiahed  talenta  anii  UMuapected  probity,  have  engaged  ia 
aeheaoeaof  the  wiMeat  extravagance,  and  on  their  faihire,  have  baea 
farced  by  atraita  to  acta  ot  frantic  desperation.  The  debi.of  gnitt* 
tiMfo  doe  to  thoae  illuatrlooa  public  aervaota  who  have  at  every  aacri- 
fm  ateod  forth  in  defence  of  the  righu  oi  posterity  and  who  have 
thereby  prevented .  oonaeqoencea  still  more  direful  than  thoae  which 
llaveahready  aoaued,  is  yet  to  be  satisfied* 

The  cotton  specuhitiona  the  bank  has  engaged  in  directly  by  pur. 
chase  of,  or  indirectly  by  loana  or  advances  on  that  product,  and  the 
stock  speoulaiions^  it  appe  rs  to  have  been  connected  with,  aflbrd  of 
thtmaelves  full-  cause  for  these  embarrassments,  and  will  doubtless 
ocoAKioo  conaiderable  uhimate  loas  to  the  bank.  The  former  iropro^ 
prieties  of  some  connected  with  the  bank  in.  seeking  to  connect  it 
with  political  contests  here,  ano  especially  the  very  exceptionable  aiid 
censurable  course  pursued  by  one  of  its  trust rees  and  directors,  and 
wlio  was  also  acting  assistant  cashier  at  8t.  Augustine  in  April  1840, 
in  refusing  any  scrutiny  or  examination  of  i|s  condition,  by  the  com- 
missiooera  appointed  by  Governor  Reid  under  a  resohitioo  of  the 
House  of  Repi^sentatives  of  that  year,  created  no  little  distrust  and 
alarm  among  the  billholders  and  community  generally,  and  dciubtleas 
baa  been  one  principle  tause  of  the  very  general  hostflity  displayed 
towards  thi6  bank  since  then,  especi  lly  in  East  Florida.  The  cooiu 
mittee  are  gratified  that  the  conduct  of  the  officera  in  the  ihatitotioD  in 
the  present  year  haa  been  of  a  very  difierent  character. 

Complaint  has  been  nnade  that  the  bank  has  in  sereral  install* 
oes  assignei  to  its  creditors  paper  it  had  discounted,  and  the  aa- 
aignees  of  which  had  afterwards  denrianded  specie  of  the  parties 
thereto  in  payment.  So  far  from  condemoing  this  course  of  as* 
signing  its  assets  in  satisfaction  of  its  just  debts,  a  portion  of  thi» 
Comnuttee  deem  it  honest  and  commendable.  Whether  the 
debtor  can  be  compelled  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  paper  to 
such  assignee  in  specie,  or  whether,  m  other  words,  the  debtor 
can  discharge  sudi  assigned  debts  by  notes  of  the  bank  under  all 
circumstances  is  a  question  of  la  w  mH  necessary  now  to  be  s  It- 
ed  or  discussed.  The  maxim  ^  that  whatever  Is  lawfiil  is  just,*^ 
applies  to  stich  caae.  The  Committee  annex  hereto.some  papera 
which  have  beeu  specially  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Commit- 
tee relating  to  the  (bourse  of  the  Bank  in  this  regard,  and  a  ootioe 
published  oy  the  bank,  whidi  is  submitted  to  the  cooaidbratioo 
of  the  Council. 

IXmbtiess  the  anticipation  of  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  fiutb 
ffoarantees  for  9400,000  profitably,  has  induced  this  extraTagaot 
discount,  and  hence  the  disappomtment  in  that  regard  has  been 
one  cause  of  the  subsequent  difficulties  of  t^ie  bank.  This  is  not, 
however,  a  justification  for  such  departure  from  jodidous  and 
prudent  policy ;  nor  does  the  fact  that  the  grantinj^s  of  these 

guarantees  has  thus  proved  a  serious  detrhnent  to  the  ftink,  eatir 
a  it  in  any  degrae  to  the  aympathy  or  favorable  ooottdaratioa 
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of  the  Legialalure  or  people  of  Florida.  On  the  coatrary*  it  is 
cause  of  gratulation  that  the  efl^ts  of  the  wutnia  under  the  ia- 
fluence  of  which  these  guarantees  were  allowed^  has  worked  the 
cure  of  the  disease. 

The  facility  with  which  such  '-securities^  Were  obtained  from 
legislatures,  Stcite  and  Territorial,  town  Councils,  and  all 
kinds  and  characters  of  corporations,  rendered  them  worthless. 
Andy  it  has  taught  those  who  contrived  them,  lessons  of  wisdoncif 
prudence,  and  virtue  which  must  be  remembered  with  profit  to 
all.  In  this  case,  as  in  that  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  and 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  they  were  too  an  attempted  usurpation  of 
power  not  rightfully  possessed  by  the  authorities  under  whose 
fl|anction  they  were  issued,  and  all  good  citizens  may  well  rejoice  > 
thsrt  the  full  perpetration  of  the  wrong  and  outrage  on  the  people 
was  not  consummated. 

The  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  if  the  estimates 
made  by  the  Bsink  with  respect  to  the  character  of  the  debts  due 
to  the  Bank  are  correct,  and  if  the  Bank  sustains  its  claim  to  the 
return  of  the  $250,000  faith  certificates,  without  payment  ot  the 
amount  thereof,  as  heremafter  explained,  a  reasonable  expecta- 
tion can  be  entertained  of  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  and  holders 
of  Its  paper  can  safely  rely  upon  the  ultimate  redemption  of  them 
at  par.  An  essential  diSerence  between  the  condition  of  this 
bank  and  the  Union  Bank  js,  that  in  this  bank  there  are  upwards 
of  .half  a  million  of  dollars  of  cask  stock,  the  holders  of  which 
owe  the  bank  nothing.  While  in  the  other  bank  the  stock  is  based 
on  property  mortjot^ed  at  high  appraisements,  and  the  holders 
of  which  have  borrawed,  and  in  many  cases,  to  more  than  its  Aill 
value.  If  there  is  any  eventual  loss  iu  this  bank  it  must  fall  on 
the  stockholders.  An  amount  of  $530,200  pf  cash  stock,  and 
•3T8,000  of  wuHigage  stock  must  be  actually  sunk  by  bad  debts, 
befoie  the  bill  holders  can  lose  any  thmg.  The  tact  that  the 
bilia  of  the  bank  are  useless  to. purchase  exchanges,  to  travel 
withy  or  indeed  for  any  purposes  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  but  to 
pay  a  debt  to  this  bank,  will  keep  them  below  par,  till  the  bank 
ceases  to  issue  any  n^iore,  and  enforces  the  collection  of  its  debts. 
But  if  such  wise  policy  is  pursued,  although  the  bank  may  still 
be  tinableto  permanently  resume  specie  payments,  the  bills  wjll, 
in  a  short  time,  roost  probably,  appreciate  in  value.  Of  the  de- 
gree of  credence  to  be  yielded  to  the  estimates  above  referred  to* 
the  Legislature  and  the  people  can  judge  as  well  as  the  Commit- 
tee. The  Committee  were  ofiered  to  be  she  wa  the  names  of  all 
the  debtors  and  the  enumeration  of  them  esteemed  **good"  or 
**  doubtfur  or  ^  hopeless,"  but  they  declined  such  scrutiny  as  an 
invidious  task,  and  one  which,  if  they  had  attempted  its  perform- 
ance, they  would  not  probably  have  succeeded  with  any  greater 
satisfaction  even  to  themselves  than  is  now  afforded. 

The  pubiicatio»  of  a  list  of  the  debtors  might  perhaps  gratify 
the  curiosiQr  of  some,  but  it  is  not  called  for  by  any  considera- 
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tioD^f  pabliG  utility  at  thn  time.  It  woald  not  render  the  bad 
or  doubtful  debts  Any  better.  Nevertbelesii,  if  fhe  Legislature 
deem  it  necessary  it  can  yet  be  asked  for,  and  published  by  res-t 
olution  of  either  house.  The  only  list  of  this  character  the 
^^omniittee  have  asked  for,  is  a  schedule  of  the  bonds  and  mort- 
gages pledged  for  redemption  ef  the  faith  certificates. 

With  resp^'ct  to  the  faith  guarantees  issued  to  this  Bank,  by 
reference  to  evidence  found  U\  the  Journal?  of  this  House  in  1840^ 
It  appears  $274,00Q  were  issued  by  Governor  Call;  20th  August, 
1830,  and  $126,000  by  the  same  officer,  December  20th,  1839. 

The  Committee  annex  hereto  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
H(Mi.  J.  McCants,  Secretary  of  Florida,  to  Gov.  Reid,  d^ted  Jan. 
24^  1840.  respecting  the  execution  of  these  guarantees,  the  same 
being  wiiiwut  hit  knowledge  or  assent.  From*  ti^is  document 
also.it.  appears,  that  the  last  $126,<)00  of  these  guarantees  were 
executed  and  issued  by  Gov..  Call,  after  Gov.  keid,  who  ^^soper- 
seded'*  hifp,  had  been  nominated  to  an^F  confirmed  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United,  States.  Gov^Rcid's  comipission  i$  dated  Decem- 
ber 13th,  1839,  aiid  Qonsi^quently  this  ac,t  was  done  by  Goy.  Call, 
after  he  had  ceased  tp^be  Governor  of  tHe  Territory,  withooc 
doubt,  however,  before  he  was  apprised  of  his  removal.  The 
Committee  deem  it  prpp^r  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  a  clause  contained  in  the  bpnk  '*  certifica^tes "  guaran- 
tied by  Governor  Call,  which  they  regard  as  a  manifest  viola- 
tion of  an  express  provision  of  the  charter.  It  is  this:  **The 
bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  amounting  to  $400,000, 
specially  pledged  to  the  Government  of  Florida  lor  the  security 
M  of  the  present  loan,  will  be  exchanged  f rem  time  io  time  as  the 
same  art  coUeded^  and  as  the  money  received  is  re-invesied  ac' 
cording  to  law  in  similar  securities.''^  Whereas  the  6th  section 
of  the  charter  declares  the*  mortgage  *<  shall  not  be  assignable^ 
but  sliaU  remain  as  a  security  for  the  ultimate  payment  and  re- 
demption of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  liabilities,  of  this 
Territ4fry  for  said  oompany.^^  The  Committee  in  the  course  of 
this  investigation,  have  discovered  that  in  one  case  at  least  ha^ 
the  bank,  by  the  consent  of  the  Executive,  undertook  to  cancel 
a  mortgage  lodged  in  the  Executive  office  as  security  for  the 
ifaith  guarantees,  in  payment  of  the  amourxt  to  the  bank,  and  sub- 
ijtitution  of  another  mortgage.  This  course  has  been  pursued 
aft^r  repeated  refusals  by  the  Legislature  upon  applications  by 
ibe^Bank  so  to  alter  the  charter  as  to  permit  the  release  of  prop- 
erty mortgi^ed  for  stock,  or  the  substitution  of  other  property 
in  its  place,  l^he  committee  forbear  m9king  any  comments. 
Their  more  legitifnati^  duty  is  to  state  the  siimple  facts. 

It  appears  the  Ban)(  i^  involved  in  difficifUips.  and  litigations 
respecting  some  of  theii:  faith  certificates  aqd  guarantees.  It 
teems  some  lime  in  1840,  Alr«  Lot  Clark,  the  ogent  of  tbe  3auk 
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hi  New  York,  made  a  swap  of  them  for  other  stocks,  or  some 
arrangement  to  raise  money  upon  them,  which  resulted  in  the 
bank  being  deprived  of  the  possession  of  at  lea^t  $250,000  of 
them  and  gettiqg  nothing  in  return.  It  is  neither  very  import* 
ant  or  interesting  for  the  public  to  know  the  particulars  of  these 
transactions  Similar  ^^negoiiations"  or  '*  financial  operations'*" 
(as  they  are  called  in  bank  parlance)  occur  daily  in  Wall  street,^ 
New  York.  There  is  little  difference  in  ^heir  history  except  the 
difference  in  the  names  of  the  cheater  and  cheaiee* 

Advertisements  in  the  New  York  newspapers  last  fall,  notified 
the  people  of  Florida  that  several  of  these  guarantees  claimed  to 
be  their  plighted  laith  and  credit,  were  being  hawked  about 
among  the  brokers  in  New  York,  and  had  been  sold  at  auction 
for  ten  cents  in  the  dDllar.  Public  rumor  bad  also  told  us  the 
Governor  of  Florida  had  been  applied  to  by  the  hoJders  of  these 
giiiarantees  to  pay  gp  the  arrears  of  interest  which  the  bauk  had 
refused  to  pay  to  them.  The  Executive  message  at  |he  opening 
of  this  session,  contains  the  foltpwiog  paragraphs  in  relation  to 
thisBapk. 

**Th0  Banks  of  the  TerrUory  continue,  suspended  from  specie 
paymentB«  and.  piiriiripHte  in  the  general  en)barra'f(i«ment  which  pre* 
vails  tbroughnul  the  community*  They  arc  fqunlly  unprepared  for 
the  resuinoti«*n  uf  ttpe^e  paynients,  as  their  debtors  are,  to  dischirge 
thetr  obligations  to  them.  These  instituiioD8«  so  intimately  connect*, 
•d  with,  and  dependant  on  the  ability  and  punctuality  of  those  to 
whom  accommodation  loans  have  been  m^ide,  must  he  sensibly  affect* 
ed  by  every  depression  of  tbe  general  prosperity.  The  Banks  are 
indebted  to  the  individuals  who  hold  their  notes*  But  individuals' 
%ce  indebted  to  the  banks  in  an  exceedingly  gi eater  amount*  and  the 
whole,  rominunity  ia  affected  by  their  mutual  embarrassments*  la 
this  atate  of  things,  the  greet  depieciation  ol'  the  paper  of  the  banks* 
aa  a  circulating  medium,  proves  the  embarrassment  of  the  peonie*  no 
less  than  that  o|  tbo  banks*  Tbe  debtors  of  these  in^tiiultonra  might,' 
if  they  possessed  the  means,  purchar^e  the  notes  of  the  banks,  at  a 
large  discount,  and  while  tbcy  discharged  with  them  their  own 
obl:ga:ion8  to  the  banks  at  par  value,  they  would  render  a  general 
service,  by,  whiidrawing  from,  circulation  a  depreciated  currency* 
But  notwithstanding  this  favorable  opp<»rtunity,  of  paying  the  debts 
due  the  banks,  wtiile  ibeir  paper  has  been  so  ^reaJly  di>prt*ci4ied, 
very  few,  it  U  believed^  have  been  able  to  avail  themtdves  of  the  ad. 
vantage  f  and  have  found  it  more  convenient  to  join  in  the  general  de^ 
smnciation  of  the  banks^  than  to  pay  the  debts  which  tkey  owe  fer 
borrowed  money,  even  at  sixty  or  seventy  cents  m  the  dollar ;  and  th« 
bankj*  have  bet* n  compelled  lo  resort  to  the  coersive  measures  giveo 
by  law,  to  collect  their  debts,  and  thereby  wilhdiaw  from  circuUtion 
this  depreciated  rurrency,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  universal 
complaint*  However  inexcusable  tbo^e  institutionn  may  have  been; 
and  however  greatly  they  may  iiuirit  public  censure^  for  putting  in  . 
circulation  an  amount  of  paper,  beyond  their  means  of  redemption; 
£6r  aoroe  time  pasti  at  least,  no  accommodations  have  been  granted, 
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ma  i$$ues  Aove  beem  made^  and  thay  have  shewn  a  laudable  daaire^ 
and  have  made  every  ipfibrt  io  their  power,  lo  withdraw  their  paper 
from  circulation.  The  I^nioo  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  Southern  LUe 
Insurance  and  fruitt  Company,  will,  it  is  believed,  wUkin  the  next 
Moelve  months,  have  collected  all  their  paper  which  can  be  reached  hf 
proceeaof  law.  And  if  then,  as  ia  most  probible,  they  ijbould  aiill 
be  unable  to  pay  specie,  they  will  have  very  f 3w,  if  any  notes  io  cir- 
CttlatioD  to  pay." 

,         ♦  •  ♦  *  * 

«<  The  responsibility  of  the  Territory  for  the  bonds  of  the  S<>othera 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com'paay,  alihoujfh  8omewhat  similar  to 
that  incurred  by  the  epdorsemf*nt  of  tlie  bonds  of  the  bank  ^  Pensa- 
«ola«  can  never^be  productive  of  the  same  embarra«(snient«  The 
debis  due  ihe  banV  are  belter  secured,  and  the  T^^rrhory  ia  better 
protected  against  lo.«S|  in  case  of  a  delinquency  ofthebank  lis  the 
payment  cf  the  principnl  and  interest.  The  present  guarantee  bi  the 
Territory,  oCihe  bonds  or  ceriificaiVs  of  this  Ii.stituiion  amount  to 
^400,000,  1  have  been  officiully  informi*d  by  the  president  of  this 
bank,  that  250  of  ihese  certificates  for  one  thousand  dollara  each, 
have  pasMed  from  itn  |»osse?(sion,  owing  to  the  bad  faith  of  the  pur* 
chaser,  without  consi4lcrution,  and  that  measures  are  in  progress  for 
their  rerovery,  which  it  ts  believed  will  be  succeKsfuL  The  remain* 
inr  150  are  under  the  proKeut  rontrol  of  th«  officeis  of  the  bank,  amd 
wm  probably  be  surrendered  to  the  lerrUory.  The  principal  c-tpiia), 
amoumiug  to  $500,000,  was  )>aid  in  bv  the  stork  holders,  before  the 
certificates  weie  ixsueil  and  endor^ed  by  the  Territory.  The  insti* 
tution  commenred  business  on  this  capital,  without  being  dependant, 
entirely  on  the  funds  |)rocured  hy  the  sale  of  the  certificates.  These 
certificates  iiuve  been  issued  by  t^ie  bank  and  guarantied  by  iheTer^ 
ritory  in  strict  confoiniiiy  with  the  charter,  which  requires  three « 
fifths  ol  the  capital  Ptock  of  the  bank  paid  in,  shall  be  bnand  on  mort* 
gage  of  real  and  pertcmal  estate  of  double  the  amount  of  the  Iohd, 
the  vtflue  to  be  ascertained  by  appraisers',  and  approved  by  a  rooi. 
roissioner  appointed  l>y  government.  In  case  of  the  non-payment  ol 
the  |>rincipal  or. interest  of  the  loans  when  due,  the  l^reaident  of  the 
Bank  han  power,  after  giving  twelve  weeks  notice,  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  suc-h  an  amount  of  property  mortiinged,  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  sum  due.  By  a  process  equally  summary,  the  Territoi  j 
may  protect  herself  against  an>  losi  or  inconvenience  in  coastequence 
of  her  erdorMement.  The  charter  provides,  ^^Thai  in  caee  the  mM 
ttmpaiiy  shall  make  defaults  in  payment  of  the  principal  or  interest  of 
eueh  certiSca'es.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  said 
Tenitory!,  on  being  certified  of  the  fad  by  the  Chvemor,  to  issue,  €m 
appropriate  proceu  to  the  Marshal,  commanding  him  to  take  so  mmdi 
of  the  money,  choses  in  action,  or  other  effect*  or  property  of  said  com* 
panyf  and  bring  the  same  into  court  forthwith^  as  will  be  sujtciem  to 
indemnify  the  government  from  loss  by  reason  of  such  defauUiOndtke 
court  is  hereby  empowered  to  direct  the  sale  of  the  same.** 

With  these  ample  saleguarda  for  iu»  protection,  the  Territory  bee 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  guarantee  it  has  given  the  certificalee 
of  this  company.** 

The  letter  of  the  President  of  the  bank,  referred  to  in  the  i 
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has  been  procured  from  the  bank  by  the  commiCCeei  and  a  resolutioa 
of  the  Houae  brought  ibrth  from  the  Executive  office  the  dufia  for  the 
interest,  {noi  referr^  to  in  the  tneasage,)  and  the  reply  of  Uia  Excel- 
lency thereto,  (also  not  noticed  in  tha  message),  which  being  referred 
to  this  coroniittee  are  hereto  annexed.* 

The  committee  ;ake  occasion  to  repeat  that  they  do  not  regardi 
these  matters  as  very  ihiportant,  and  that  therefore  it  is  nut  necessary 
to  make  them  the  subject  of  extended  comment.  By  repeated,  une* 
quiyocal  and  emphatic  declarations  in  various  wa}  s  and  modes,  and 
among  them  by  resolution  adopted  at  this  session  by  both  Houses, 
Jiave  the  people  of  Florida  declared :      , 

**  That  the  i  erritoria^  Legislature  does  not  possess,  not  was  it  ever 
^  invested  with  the  authority  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  as 
*^  to  render  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  responsible  for  the  debts  or 
**  engagements  of  any  corporation  chartered  by  any  Tercitorial  Legis» 
••lature." 

The  opinions  advanced  by  His  Excellency  in  the  message,  adverse 
to  the  declarations  of  the  Legislature,  are  of  no  effect  in  rendering 
the  faith  bonds  or  guarantees  a  whit  more  obligatory^  than  if  the  ex- 
pression of  them  had  been  withheld.  He  is  the  agent, — the  officer,— 
the  Representative  of  the  federal  government  in  Florida, — not  the 
selected  agent  or  organ  of  the  people. 

Neither  do  his  admissions  in  the  corre>spondenr«  above  referred  to,, 
or  any  other,  bind  the  People  to  any  degree  whatever.  He  is  not 
their  mouth-piece  chosen  by  them  to  defend  their  rights,-  protect 
their  interests,  or  to  take  charge  of  and  preserve  their  honor  in  this 
matter. 

He  diflfers  with  the  people  of  Florida  on  this  subject*  'He  can 
speak  for  himself— -perhaps  for  that  government  of  which  he  is  the 
agent*  His  acts  and  admissions  may  bind  himself,  and  that  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  the  People  will  speak  and  act  for  themselves.  They  are 
fuHy  competent  to  take  care  of,  to  protect,  and  defend,  their  own 
honor,  and  rights,  and  their  interests  in  this  regard. 

The  public  elsewhere  should  not  be  led  into  error  on  this  subject. 
Before  making  up  an  opinion,  scrutiny  should  be  made  as  to  the 
donstittttion  and  character  of  the  Territorial  government,— -the  legiti*f 
HMte  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Council, — and  the  character  o  ' 
the  power  they  assumed  in  issuing  these  gunrantees.  Such  investiga* 
tion  may,  perhaps,  lead  to  conclusions,  sustaining  the  position  taken 
by  this  Legislature  and  the  People  of  Florida. 

They  have  definitely  settled  the  question,  and  the  holders  of  all  such 
guarantees  may,  onre  fi>r  all,  understand  they  must  k)ok  to  the  corpo* 
rators,  and  to  them  alone,  for  payment  of  interest  and  prineipaL 

The  people  of  this  Territory  are  not  interested  i»i  the  controversy 
between  this  bai.k  and  those  who  have  obtained  possession  of  the 
•350,000  of  certificates  and  gU;>rantoe8,  and  claim  to  hold  them  ae 
bona  fide  purchasers,  any  more  than  are  the  people  of  Iowa  or  Wui* 
censin.  It  shoukl  be  their  desire  that  justice  and  right  shouk)  take 
place.  If  the  holders  h^ve  a  just  right  to  these  bon£»  the  peopfe  of 
Fk>rida  and  the  public  funetkniaries  shoakl  exert  all  legal  authority 
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they  may  *p6m$tB,  to  «oiatrain  the  bank  to  pay  tbenti«  or  aecuiHe  tlMtt 
to  the  hddors.  This  ie  the  extent  oi  the  obligation  or  duty  of  the 
people  or  Legislature  of  Florida. 

T  .e  iprovisionaMQ  the  charter 'cifed  by  the  Governor,  authorising 
the  Court  of  Appeaht  on  the  fact  of  the  non-payment  of  the  Dnncipd 
or  inlereBtoi  the  certificates  being  certified  by  the  Governor,  to 
issue  -a  vrit  of  sequestration  against  the  banktlgives  an  efieciual  reiiie& 
dy  in  iBUch  case.  The  Committee  do  not  doubt  it  is  the^uty  of  the 
Executive,  wk  the  appucation  ot  the  holders  of  ihestt  cefrtiticfiteay  to 
obey  thii^  provision  of  the  charter,  and  the  dispute  tfs  to  the  right  of 
the  bonds  can  then  be  determined  by  the  Court  of  Appetd».  It  caonot 
be  contended  with  semblance  of  piausibility,  that  a  mere  letter  from  fbe 
Pn^sident  of  the  Bank  denying  the  bank  is  bound-^iict  verrfied  by  «^ 
fidavtt  6r  proof  of  any  kind,  justifies  a  disobedience  ^of  the  law  m  itAs 
regard.  The  Executive  is  not  the  department  proper  to  decide  be* 
tween  the  bank  and  those  who  claim  to  be  its  creditors.  Our  anxiety 
to  preserve  the  honor  of  Florida  unimpeaCched,  induces  this  not*ce.  We 
sheuld  do  nothing  which  can  give  color  to  Suspicion  of  colluding  with 
the  bank  against  the  bond  holders.  It  would  brtmd  Florida  with  iode. 
Uble  disgrace. 

The  Committee  have  deemed  it  within  th6  scope  of  their  duties 
to  make  enquiry  of  the  officers  of  the  bar^  whether  h  would 
forthwith  surrender  the  one  hundred  and  filty  thoiusand  hilars 
of  guarantees  reported  to  be  in  its  possession  and  not  disposed  of,  upoo 
delivery  to  it  of  that  amount  of  the  bonds  and  ntortgages  lodged  io 
the  Secretary's  office,  and  likewise  the  residue  lof  two  hundred  and 
filly  thausand  dollars  when  it  should  acquire  possession  ot  them  oq 
siinilar terms,  aod  likewise  whether  the  bank  woutd  consent  to  a  repeal 
eif  so  much  of  hs  charter  as  authorizes  the  faith  guarantees  to  be  Signed 
by  the  Uovernor.  This  course  was  pursued  in  consequence  of  the  inti- 
liiation  of  the  Governor  in  his  message,  that  the  «*ofie  hundred  atdfiftp 
bonds  under  the  present  eontrol  of  the  officer's  of  the  bank^*  would  *^pro* 
hahly  be  surt^endered**^  The  bank  gave  assurances  to  the  Committee 
these  guarautees  should  shortly  be  delivered  up  for  cancellation.  It 
declined  delivering  any  of  these  bonds  to  the  committee  to  be  surren 
dered  to  ^le  Legislature  for  its  action,  but  on  yesterday,  as  it  iearaed 
by  a  communication  from  the  Governor  to  the  Houses  referred  to  this 
committee,  and  hereto  annexed,  the  bank  yielded  up  five  of  these  gua* 
ranties,  amounting  to  five  thousand  dollMrs.*  The  committee  are  iiv- 
fermed  the  other  one  hundred  and  forty- five  of  th*  m  staled  to  be  <Hiil* 
der  the  present  control  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,"  are  uot  under  such 
control  as  to  enable  the  bank  to  surrender  them  at  |faiB  time,  but  ex^ 
pected  to  be  in  a  few  days. 

The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature 
to  adopt  measures  to  constrain  the  bank  to  recal  and  cancel  the 
whole  of  these  $400,000  of  cenificates  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  if 
it  refuses;  to  effect  if  possible  the  abolition  of  this  corporation.  If  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  to  do  this  is  disputed,  that  of 
Congreis  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  should  be  invi.ked. 

With  reference  to  the  instruction  to  this  Committev,  ^to  ioqoira 
^  into  the  exj^ediency  oif  adopting  measures  to  alter,  amend  or  modify 
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<<  the  charter  of  said  bink,  or  if  necessary  to  have  the  same  placed  ia 
**  liquidation,  and  cause  it  to  be  wound  up,  and  in  such  case  to  devise 
^  measures  to  effect  such  object,"  the  committee  would  say  that  they 
do  not  advise  the' adoptio.i  of  measures  to  abolish  and  wind  up  the 
bank  at  once,  unless  made  necessary  by  the  contumacy  of  the  stocks 
holders  in  refusing  lo  conform  to  such  judicious  and  salutary  laws,  as 
the  public  weuld.emands  should  be  enacted  and  enforced  with  respect 
to  it.  The  Committee  deem  the  proper  course  to  be  the  alteration, 
modification,  and  amendment  of  the  charter,  (a  course  similar  to  that 
recommended  by  the  committee  on  corporations  of  the  House  at  this 
Jiession  v  ith  respect  to  the  Union  Bank,)  of  course  adapting  the  details 
ofthe  bill  to  the  peculiarities  of  this  charter,  and  permitting  the  corpo- 
ration to  continue  under  restrictions,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  prevent  its 
being  again  preoipitated  into  embarrassments  and  difRculties* 

The  Committee  du  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion  that  no  char« 
ter  was  ever  granted  by  a  Legislative  or  other  power  containing  so 
many  features  of  an  objectionable  character,  and  with  so  few  salutary 
guards  and  restriitions  as  are  to  be  found  in  this.  It  is  infinitely  more 
dangerous  and  of  more  pernicious  tendency  than  even  that  of  the 
Union  Ba^k  of  Florida.  On  the  29th  of  June,  1886,  this  charter, 
with  those  of  other  Florida  banks,  came  under  the  notice  ofthe  Com«» 
mittee  on  Finance  of  the  United  States  Senate.  Mr.  Daniel  Web* 
ster  made  a  special  report  in  relation  to  them,  from  which  the  Com* 
mittee  have  made  the  following  extracts,  to  which  the  attention  ofthe 
Legislature  is  invited. 

**0n  the  4th  of  February,  1895,  an  Act  passed  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil,  and  was  approved  by  the  Guvernor,  entitled  *'An  Act  to  incorpo- 
rate \he  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company."  This  com . 
paoy  is  to  be  located  at  St.  Augustine.  Some  of  its  powers  are  thus 
described  : 

"Sec.  2.  The  said  Company  shall  have  power,  1st,  to  make  insu- 
rance on  lives;  2d,  to  graft  and  purchase  annuities;  dd,  to  make 
any  other  contingent  contracts  involving  the  interests  of  money,  and 
the  duration  «f  life ;  4th,  to  receive  monies  in  trust,  and  to  accumu- 
late the  same  at  such  rates  of  interest,  as  may  be  obtained  or  agreed 
on,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum^  or  to  allow 
sucb  interest  thereon,  as  may  be  agreed  on  ;  ^thy  to  accept  and  exe- 
cute all  such  trusts,  of  every  description,  as  may  be  connmitted  to 
them  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  or  may  be  transferred  to 
them  by  order  of  any  of  the  courts  of  this  Territory,  or  by  any  court 
as  a  court  of  chancery ;  6th,  to  receive  and  hold  land  under  grantu 
with  such  general  r  r  special  trusts  or  covenants,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  taken  in  payment  of' their  debts,  or  in  security  of  their  capi» 
tal  or  loans,  or  debts  due  them,  or  purchased  upon  sales,  under  any 
law  ol  this  Territory  as  may  be  necessary  to  proteet  the  rights  ofthe 
said  dempany,  and  the  same  again  to  sell,,  convey  and  ilispose  of; 
7tb,  to  buy,  discount,  and  sell  drafts,  promissory  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange ;  8tb,  to  establish  and  locate  branches  for  carrying  on  their 
business.  *' 

^Tbo  capital  stock  is  two  millions,  and  nay  be  increased  to  four 
floillioDs  of  doUen ;  and  the  whole  capital  ia  to  be  k>8ned  oo  bondb 
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or  Dotety  secured  on  real  asd  pereooal  estate  ia  the  Territory  of  Plo* 
rida*  The  powers  of  the  compaoy  are  to  be  exercised  by  a  board  of 
trustees,  to  consist  of  tea  persous*  and  so  classed  as  that  the  term  of 
service  of  tbeoi  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  each  successive  period  of  two 
years,  being,  in  effect,  an  election  of  ten  years,  but  vrith  a  power  in 
the  court  of  appeals,  in  the  Territdry,  to  remove  a  trustee  for  misbe- 
famviour. 

*«The  company  has  power  to  issue  bills  or  notes,  other  than  drafts 
mr  bills  of  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  in,  and  *Ho 
enable  the  ^aid  company  to^  make  ^ans  and  discounts  beyond  the 
Mnottot  of  their  capital,  to.be  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  as  aforesaid, 
they  may  issue  certificates  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing  Hot 
«ore  than  six  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  within  the  range  and 
limit  of  the  charter,  at  such  times  as  the  Goverasr  and  the  Compaaj 
aiay  agree  on,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Governor  or  actuig  Gover- 
nor  of  this  Territory,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endorse  thereon,  *guar« 
antied  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,'  and  sign  his  name  and  title  ofof« 
fice  thereto,  and  return  the  same  to  said  company;  and  the  faith  of 
the  said  Territory  is  hereby  pledged, as  security  for  said  company, 
for  the  faithful  payment  of  such  certificates  according  to  the  tenor  and 
efiectof  the  sums*  But  no  greater  amount  of  certificates  shall  be^  at 
any  time,  endorsed,  than  may  be  equal  to  the  debts  placed  under 
mortgage  to  the  company  at  the  time  of  making  application,  to  be  se* 
cured  after  the  mode,  and  in  conformity  to  the  manner  pointed  out 
ftnd  directed  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act." 

**The  two  last  sections  of  the  act  are  as  fblbws  :— 

'^Sec  35*  This  law  shall  remain  unalterable,  without  consent 
of  the  trustees  of  the  said  company,  until  the  expiration  d*  fifty 
years  from  its  passage ;  nor  shaH  it,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  so 
altered  as  to  prevent  the  execution  by  the  company  of  any  sub- 
sisting contract. 

''SeOk  S6»  This  act  shall  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts, 
and  by  all  judj^es,  magistrates,  and  all  other  public  officers,  as  a 
public  act,  and  shall  receive,  on  all  occasions,  a  favorable  con* 
struction ;  and  all  printed  copies  of  the  satne,  which  shall  be 
printed  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
shall  be  admitted  as  good  evidence  thereof,  without  any  other 
proof  whatever. 

''As  this  act  passed  oh  the  14th  of  February  last,  it  could  not 
have  reached  Washington  in  season  for  its  consideration  by 
Con/2fress,  at  any  time  during  the  last  session. 

**The  Committee  hardly  deem  it  necessary  to  remark,  at  any 
great  length,  on  the  extraordinary  nature  and  provisions  of  the 
act  for  increasing  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacoia,  and  this 
act  incorporating  the  Southern  Insurance  Compan;^.  The  acts 
themselves  are  now  brought  to  the  attention  oi  tiie  Senate,  and 
tiieir  nature  and  provisions  are  clearly  seen.  But,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opipion  that  both  these  Territorial  laws  were  highly 
4mprudeot,  that  they  ougtit  not  to  have  been  passed,  and  they 
lit  to  tbe'Seoate  Whether  they  ought  now  to  be  stifiered  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


27a 

be  carried  into  efiect,  without  proper  amendments,  such  at  ihal) 
reduce  the  amount  of  their  capital,,  especially  that  part  which 
is  contingent,  abridge  and  reform  the  grants  of  extraordinary 

Eowers,  and  take  away  the  guaranty  of  the  Territory  from  therp 
onds  and  contracts,  or  at  least  from  all  bonds*  and  contracts 
which  have  not  been  issued  and  sold*  and  passed  into  the  hands 
.  of  bona  fide  holders,  before  the  day  of  the  dale  of  ihis  report,** 

The  Finance  Connmittee  further  recommended  that  Congress 
should  take  no  action  at  that  time  on  these  charters,  ^^saa$to> 
give  the  corporators  an  opUon  and  an  opportunity  to  obtain pro^ 
per  amtTubnents  to  their  chatters;  if  they  shouhi  seefit" 

The  stockholders  of  this  bank  never  availed  themselves  of  this 
liberal  indulgence.  Nay,  in  defiance  of  the  expres&ed  opinion  c^ 
the  impropriety  of  the  guarantees  contained  in  tnat  report,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  action  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  at  St. 
Joseph,  in  January,  1839,  by  which  the  People  in  their  primary 
capacity  decided' against  these  guarantees,  did  tho  stocKholders 
demand,  and  Governor  Call  yield,  in  the  eutumn  and  winter  of 
ISSd,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  these  guarantees  to  thia 
bank  f 

Every  alteration  the  bank  has  since  solicited  has  been  to  re« 
move  some  stray  restriction  or  fugitive  check,  which  by  mistake 
or  accident  had  found  its  way  into  the  charter. 

The  bill  herewith  reported  by  the  Committee,  proposes  so  ta 
,  modify  and  amend  the  original  act,  and  the  several  suoplemeots 
thereto,  as  to  expunge  most  of  the  odious  provisions  in  them.  It 
continues  the  bank  as  a  simple  bank  of  ''aiscou  t,  deposite,  ex- 
change and  circulation,^  with  a  specie  capital  paid  in.  All  past 
contracts  of  the  Bank  are  to  be  arranged  to  conform  to  its  new 
character  when  the  times  arrive  that  such  course  can  be  adopted* 
without  affecting  the  contract  as  it  now  exists.  The  charter  of 
the  banic  is  made  subject  to  any  necessary  ahcration,  amend- 
ment  or  modification  by  any  fuiure  legislature  of  the  Tervitory 
or  stale  of  Florida,  and  expressly  made  subject  to  the  restrictionf 
of  the  St.  Joseph  constitution  if  we  beconie  a  State  uader  it. 
The  corporators  are  called  upon  to  accept  the  amendments  by  ^ 
certain  day,  and  if  they  refuse,  the  action  of  Congress-is  invoked 
to  coerce  their  assent  or  the  repeal  of  their  charter  absolutely. 

With  the  other  general  laws  which  it  is  trusted  will  be  enact- 
ed this  session,  the  Committee  have  confidence  this  bill,  if  pass- 
ed, will  result  in  public  benefit. 

The  Committee  also  report  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
guarantees  delivered  up  to  the  Governor. 

By  order  majority  of  Committee, 

J.  A.  BERTHELOT, 
Chairman  Select  Committee  of  Senate. 
J.   D.  WESTCOTT,Jr. 
Chairman  Committee  House  of  Rep. 

Resolvedf  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  rsqoestadio 
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i^DCcl  the  fiiith  guarantees  delivered  up  to  him  by  the  Southern 
Life  Inturtnce  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses* 
amd  that  he  cause  a  record  the^reof  to  be  made,  attested  by  said 
witnesses,  and  notify  the  Council  thereof,  and  t^at  a  like  course 
be  pursued  witlr  respect  to  other  guarantees  hereafter  delivered 
up  to  him,  and  publication  thereof  be  made  in  some  newspaper 
in  this  Territory. 

Whirb  report  was  concurred  in,  BOO  copies  ordered  to  lie 
printed,  the  resolutions  appended  adopted,  (the  rule  being  vraiv* 
ed,)  and  the  reported  bill  read  the  first  time.  On  the  question 
'  of  waiving  the  rule,  that  the  bill  might  be  read  the  second  time, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Black- 
burn, and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Steele,  Taylor^ 
Westcott — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malooe, 
Pent  and  Stephens — 8. 

There  not  being  three-fourths  id  favor,  the  motion  was  losU 
Ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  nominaUonSi  viz : 

Tallahassee,  3d  March,  1842. 
To  the  Legi^tative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  hereby  nominate  John  Wilkinson  for  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Ppace  for  the  County  of  Santa  Rosa. 

Arthur  H.  Moore,  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Hillsborough. 
Nathaniel  C.  Robjus,  Notary  Public  for  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin- R.  K.  CALL. 

The  nomination  of  John  Wilkinson,  for  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  Santa  Rosa  county,  and  Arthur  H.  Moore, 
Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  were  advised  and 
consented  to. 

On  agreeing  to  the  nomination  of  Nathaniel  C»  Robins  as 
Notary  Public  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  the  ayes  and  noes 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Stephens,  were  as  folloirs : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Bryan,  Erneit,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Long,  Ma- 
lone,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,.  Westcott— 10. 

Nays-^Mr.  Speaker,  illessrs.  Arnou,  Battle,   Blackburn, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lewis  Taylor-*-10. 
So  the  nomination  was  rejected. 
The  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  4  o*clock. 

HALF  PAST    4   o'clock. 

His  Excellency  the  Governer  transmitted  to  the  House  the 
Mlowing  message : 
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Tallahassee,  3d  March,  1842. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Representaiites: 

Sir — I  have  heard  officially,  and  with  much  regret,  that  the 
concluding  paragraph  in  my  message,  delivcfred  today,  and 
accompanying  the  three  bills  which  I  returned  unapproved,  has 
been  deemed  disrespectful  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 
ake  this  early  occasion  to  disclaim  all  intention  of  being  disre-; 
tespectful,  either  to  the  House,  or  to  any  individual  member  of 
that  body,  in  the  message  referred  to,  and  request  that  this  state- 
ment may  be  placed  on  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives.        Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read,  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Journals,  and 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Governor's  veto. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Westcolt,  it  was 

Resolioed^  That  the  iSenate  be  informed  that  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  was  sent  them  by 
mistake,  and  that  the  action  of  the  Senate  was  not  solicited 
thereon. 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  comply  with  said  resolution,  as  if 
it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolvedf  That  tl  e  committee  o(  the  House,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  committee  of  the  Senate  in  conference,  on  a 
bill  concerning  Elections,  be  instructed  by  the  House  to  have  the 
laws^o  changed  and  altered,  as  to  provide  for  voting  viva  voce. 
On  the  adoption  of  said  resolution,  the  ayes  and  noes  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Daocy  and  Pent,  and  were  as  follows: 

r^as — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  McKinnon,  Pent  and  Westeott — 8. 

Nays— Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dancy* 
Ernest,  Haddock,  Long,  Malone,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor, 
Taylor— 13. 

So  the  resolution  failed. 

The  House  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  nominations. : 

Tallahassee,  3d  March,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  hereby  nominate  James  C»  Johnson  and  Zacariah  Wheeler, 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Jefferson ;  William  W. 
Briggs,  sen.  Tax  Collector  for  the  County  of  Calhoun 

R.  K.  CALL. 
The  nomination  of  James  C.  Johnson  and  Zacariah  Wheeler, 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Jefferson  County  ;  and  the  nomination 
of  W.  W.  Briggs,  sen.  Tax  Collector,  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  respecting  jurisdiction  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  receivin]  from  the  Senate  as  a,  substitute  for  a  bill 
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passed  by  the  Honse,  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  define  more  ptr- 
ticularly  the  Jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  On  the  qnes- 
tion  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bobstitute,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  called  by  Af  essrs.  Stephens  and  Pent,  and  were. 

Teas — Messrs.  Arnou,  Dftncy,  Dell,  Ernest,  Steele,  StepbenSy 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcotl,  9. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker*  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan^  Ed- 
wards, Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Lbng,  Malone,  ilfc- 
Kinnon,  Pe.it,  13. 

On  the  question  of  adopting  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  by  striking  out  **  fifty'*  and  inserting  "  thirty." 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Pent 
were  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Ernest,  Edwards, 
Lewis,  Long,  Stephens^  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westcoit,  10. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Deli,  Haddock, 
Kelly,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McRinnon,  Pent  aiid  Steele,  10, 

8o  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  Senate's  bill  snbstitated, 
the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Ernest  and  Peot, 
were  as  follows ; 

Ayes — Mr4  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackbaro, 
Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Kolly,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  Long,  Malope,  McKinnon  and  Pent— *-16. 

Nays :  Messrs.  Ernest,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor  and 
Westcott:  6. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  substitute  otkr^d  by  the  Se- 
nate.    Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified4o  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorise  Solomon  Zipperer 
to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  /Suwannee  River,  was  passed.  Or- 
dered that  the  title  be  as  stated* 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Friday   4th  March,  1842. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoumnnent,  and  the  jounud  of 

yesterdays  proceedings  was  read. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  Bills  : 

'An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Apaia- 
chicola.  The  Senate  insists  on  their  amendment ;  which  BiU 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  ao  Act,  to  be  entitled  an  Act,  respecting  Securities,  with 
the  enactii^  clause  stricken  out. 

Also,  a  Kn  entitled  an  Act,  prescribing  the  manner  of  can- 
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celling  the  Faith  Bonds  and  Guarantees*  which  Bill  ori^nated   ' 
in»  and  passed  by  the  Senate;  which  was  read  and  (the  rule  be* 
ing  waved)  passed  without  amendment. 

Also,  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  and  fix  the  terms  of 
holding  the  Courts  in  Apalachicola  District,  again  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Abo,  a  Bill  originating  in  the  Senate,  entitled  an  Act  to  t^u* 
tborize  Cyprian  T.  Jenkins  to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  Withla« 
coorhy  river;  which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  took  a  recess  to  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Westcolt.  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  re-      • 
ferred  the  vpto  of  the  Governor  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  600  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  select  ComiDittee  to  which  has  been  referred  the  commo* 
DtcatioD  of  His  Excellency,  Richard  E.  Call,  Governor  of  this 
Territory,  refusing  to  allow  certain  bills  passed  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  to  become  laws ;  and  to  report 
thereon,  and  to  which  has  also  been  referred  a  certain  supple- 
mental communication  on  the  same  subject 

REPORT: 

That  from  the  debate  which  took  place  on  the  receipt  of  the 
aforesaid  first  mentioned  document  in  the  House,  and  the  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  thb  committee,  and  the  reference  of  said 
document  thereto,  the  Committee  presume  it  was  anticipated 
they  would  notice  the  character  ol  said  document,  as  well  as  the 
reasons  given  for  the  course  adopted  in  regard  to  said  bills. 
The  Committee  will  endeavor  to  fulfil  that  duty  calmly,  dispa»- 
lionately,  and  with  all  proper  and  due  respect  for  the  functioii- 
ary  from  whom  that  document  emanated. 

The  aforesaid  document  contains,  in  its  commencement,  a  cih 
rious  admixture  of  compliment,  accusation,  reproof  and  censor^ 
of  the  Legislature* 

The  first  bill  noticed  is  that  entitled  ^' An  Act  to  secure  the 
people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency. •• 
The  fact  is,  we  think,  fairly  deducible  from  said  document,  that 
this  tUk  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  of  this 
Territory.  It  is  spoken  of  as  **  moH  inpodng** — as  a  **f(ueineh 
Ungname^^^  and  as  a  ^^ fanciful  dress^^^  and  as  *'  calculated  to 
render  the  bill  acceptable  to  a  community  suffering  to  the  utnio$t 
extremity  from  the  evils  it  [the  title]  promises  to  correct."  For 
these  gracious  commendations  of  the  title  of  the  bill,  certainly, 
Sone  should  withhold  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 

It  is  presumed,  however,  these  encomiums  were  merely  oied 
as  a  polite  introduction  to  denunciations  of  the  impitei  ^0B« 
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JECTS,**  nnd  of  the  provisions  of  the  three  bills ;  to  tmpuUi^ 
tiom  df  motives  and  accusations  of  its  originating  in  '^political 
excitement,*'  and  influences,  and  to  reproofs  for  injustice  and  fol- 
1^1  which  follow  immediately  after,  in  that  document,  and  to 
be  found  throughout  to  its  conclusion. 

The  document  in  quesiion  inForms  the  House,  that  after  look- 
ing "beyond  the  name'' — after  **disrobmg"  this  Bill  of  its 
••dress**,  and  then  ''weighing"  and  "scanning"  "its  merits,"  there 
are  ••o6;«c<«  intended  to  be  accomplished,  other  than  those  «r- 
pressea  in  the  tide,  which  would  be  productive  of  6W& /j/ybr 
greater  magnitude  than  those  it  [the  titlej  may  promise  to  cor- 
rect ;"  and  it  asserts  that  the  ^'primary'*  (evil  producing)  ^ob- 
ject** of  the  Bill  IS  '*the  utter  annihilation  of  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  Territory'*  The  document  slates  the  "o^ccf  of 
the  first  Bill  to  be  '^regardless  of  the  rights  and  privileges'*  of  the 
itockholders  of  the  Banks,  granted  by  past  Governors  and  for- 
mer Councils,  having  as  much  power  and  authority,  "wisdom, 
virtue  and  patriotism,  as  the  present  Governor  and  present  Coun- 
ciL  It  denounces  the  three  Bills  as  imposing  '^onerous  restric- 
tions'* on  the  Bank.  It  says  the  Bills  "  violate  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  great  principles  of 
justice^  wliicri  it  notifies  the  Council  is  "the  birth  right  and 
natural  inheritance  of  every  American  citizen,  and  whose  man- 
tle covers  every  person  with  equal  protection" — it  slates  these 
Bills  are  "harsh"  in  their  character,  "irreconcilable  to  equal 
justice  and  equal  rights ;"  ^pa^  tial  in  their  nature,"  and  **illiberal 
and  oppressive  in  iheif  operation,"  and  says  they  "originated  in 
feeKng  and  political  excitement**  which  it  admonishes  us  we 
should  **divest**  ourselves  of.  It  denounces  them  as  "partial 
legislation,"  which  would  "  produce  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences"— ^"destructive"  and  "unmerciful,"  and  declares  that  a 
certain  clause  in  the  last  bill  "reminds"  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor of  this  Terriiory  ^*  forcibly  of  the  cold  mercy  sometimes 
Mkown  to  the  wayfaring  man,  when  his  purse  is  demanded  as  the 
price  of  his  liJeJ* 

The  communication  secondly  above  mentioned,  is  as  follows : 

Tallahassee,  3d  March,  1842.    . 
To  ike  Speaker  of  ike  Hmise  of  Representatives : 

SiB-^1  have  heard  unofficially,  and  with  much  regret,  that  the  cob* 
eluding  paragraph  in  my  message,  delivered  to-day,  and  accompany, 
iog  the  throe  bills  which  I  returned  unapproved,  has  been  deemed 
disre«peciful  to  th^  House  of  Jtepresentatives.  I  take  this  early  oc 
casioQ  to  disclaim  all  intention  of  being  disrespectful,  either  to  the 
House,  or  to  any  mdividual  member  of  that  body,  in  the  message 
referred  to,  and  request  that  this  statement  may  be  placed  on  t& 
journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Very  respectfully, 

\our  obedient  servant,  R.  K.  CALL. 

Bow  Mm  Excellency  the  Governor  became  *<ciBcitf^"  inlbritted 
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of  the  opinions  of  the  House,  is  not  stated.  The  House  took  no 
action  on  said  first  document,  except  its  entry  on  the  Joui^als,  order* 
ing  500  copies  printed,  and  its  reference  to  this  Committee.  The 
document  first  transmitted,  whatever  may  have  been  the  internum  of 
the  Governor,  (and  we  give  full  credence  to  his  disavowal  on  that 
pomt,)  is  ycT  exceedingly  disrespecfful  to  the  House.  The  disclaimer 
of  improper  fnottf76«  by  the  Governor,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
document  is  spread  upon  the  Legislative  records  of  the  country,  does 
not  relieve  this  Hous4)  from  the  duty  it  owes  to  itself  of  placing  its  an- 
swer, and  its  justification  on  the  same  lecord. 

The  right  of  the  Governor  to  pass  judgment  upon  the  motives  and  . 
intentioTU  of  the  members  of  the  Council — to  intimate  to  us  his  opin. 
ion  that  our  course  originated  in  *^  feeling  and  political  ^icUemenij** 
is  denied — and  it  is  also  denied  that  in  this  case,  there  is  shadow  of 
truth  in  the  accusation.  The  Journals  of  this  Hou^  show,  the  first 
bill  passed  it  unanimottsly,  by  the  ayes  and  noes ;  and  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate  show,  the  vote  in  that  body,  was  7  ayes,  to  8  noes,  and  in 
the  affirmative  are  to  be  found  members  of  decidedly  adverse  political 
sentiments.  Would  it  be  becoming  or  proper  in  this  committee,  to 
retort  upon  the  Governor,  that  the  document  referred  to  this  commit- 
tee,  was  prepared  under  **excitement^^  or  *' feeling,**  or  influences  of  any 
character,  but  those  of  duty,  and  patriotism — and  would  the  disclaimer 
of  intentional  disrespect,  justify  the  impropriety^ .  The  committee  make 
no  such  retort — they  will  presume  His  Excellency  ^ac«ed  conscienti- 
ously in  discharge  of  that  oath,  which  he  has  taken,  to  fulfil  his  duties 
to  the  best  of  h>s  abilities  and  understanding;  but' they  regret  that  his 
conceptions  of  what  was  due  to  the  House,  were  so  extraordinary  as 
to  have  allowed  him  to  address  to  it  such  a  tirade,  instead  of  a  grave, 
dignified,  and  respectful  message. 

The  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  reply  briefly  to  some  of  the 
reasoning  in  said  document;  and  correct  some  of  the  improper  state- 
ments, and  refute  some  of  its  false  inferences  and  deductions. 

It  is  denied  that  the  "  primary  object**  of  the  first,  or  of  either  of  the 
three  bills,  was  *<  the  utter  annihilation*^  of  the  Florida  Banks.  One 
object  was,  it  is  admitted,  the  reform  and  correction  of  these  corpora* 
tions-^to  coerce  them  to  fulfil  their  obligations— to  do  their  duty — to 
compel  their  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  thus,  **ie' 
cure  the  people  against  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency^^*  Can 
any  one  suppose  the  vicious  character  of  our  currency  will  be  changed 
for  the  better,  till  our  banks  do  resume?  Has  any  man,  who  has 
witnessed  their  course  for  the  last  five  years,  a  particle  of  confidence 
lefl«  that  they  will  resume  till  coerced  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  to 
such  policy;  when,  too,  the  direct  pecuniary  interest  of  most  of  those 
having  the  power  to  eontrol  them,  is  adverse  to  such  resumption  ? 

The  effect  of  these  three  bills  would  not  have  been  as  His  Excel 
lency  predicts,  unless  indeed  the  banks  should  persist  in  defying  pub- 
Uc  opinion  still  longer — in  outraging  still  further  the  rights  of  tho 
community  by  continued  disregard  and  contempt  of  the  laws.  None 
of  these  bills  could  afiect  injuriously  a  bank  which  paid  lawful  const! 
tutional  currency  for  its  liabilities.  They  do  not  interfere  with  ths 
lawful  exercise  of  the  banking  franchise  of  any  bank  in  th^  Territoiy 
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—nor  with  its  operations  upon  fair,  honest,  and  just  priociples.  It  t9 
true,  they  do  operate  to  restrict  prospec'wely  the  banks  from  banking 
without  a  specie  capital — from  issuing  their  depreciated  paper  while 
suspended,  aAer  the  first  oi  April,  1842,  under  pretence  of  exercising 
a  chartered  privilege.  It  is  denied  they  have  such  privilege.  It  is 
denied  that  a  syllable  can  he  found  m  any  act  of  incorporation,  which 
josiifies  the  suspension  by  a  Bunk,  and  intended  to  allow  it  to  con. 
tinue  to  discount  notes  and  issue  its  paper  afterwards  and  when  de* 
precuUed.  The  Governor  seems  to  think  differently.  We  wooU 
suppose  from  this  docun>ent  that  he  considered  it  not  only  a  **  char* 
iered  '^  and  **  essential  right,"  but  also  approved  of  its  exercise  here- 
tofore, now,  and  in  all  time  to  come.  This  mistake  of  the  law  has, 
we  presume,  caused  his  error  of  decision  on  this  subject.  Now,  the 
dommittee  consider  that  these  banks  engaged,  if  not  evprfuhf^  at  least 
impliedly,  when  they  obtained  their  acts  of  incorporation,  to  furnish  a 
8oui;d  par  currency.  Considering  their  rights  as  being  in  virtue  of  a 
eonir^tct  with  the  Legislature,  (and  so  the  banks  contend)  we  aver  lbs 
present  depreciated  currency  was  not  what  the  former  **  wise,  virtu- 
ous and  patriotic  "  Governors  and  CounciU  bargained  for.  IfittSy 
we  do  not  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  compliment  paid  them  by 
His  Bxcellency.  We  contend  that  it  is  not  a  chartered  right  tu  bank 
upon,  and  issue,  and  put  into  circu'ation,  irredeemable^. depreciated, 
and  worthless  biHs,  without  restraint  or  limit. 

Upon  the  abstract  question  of  vested  and  "  chartered  rights/* 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Commivtee  to  offer  but  a  few  remarks. 
When  the  Governor  refers  to  the  **  Constitution  of  th6  United 
States,"  as  forbidding  by  its  terms,  the  interference  in  any  wise 
of  the  Legislature,  with  these  suspended  banks,  in  order'  to  se- 
cure the^^ttre  honest  fulfilment  of  the  very  provisions  of  their 
acts  of  incorporation,  he  is  manifestly  without  knowledge,  that 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  decided,  that  its 
clauses  referring  to  States,  are  inapplicable  to  the  Territory  of  ^ 
Florida,  and  are  inoperative  here,  unless  expressly  adopted  by 
the  organic  law.  It  is  true  the  organic  law  of  Florida  reiterates 
the  constitutional  provisiori,  forbidding  any  law  to  be  passed 
**  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts^  but  the  Committee  do 
not  find,  with  his  Excellency,  any  prohibition  in  this  law  upoa 
the  Legislature,  fiom  causing  these  banks  which  (to  borrow  a 
few  phrases  his  Excellency  has  used  hypot)ietical|y,)  have**t9i- 
ohzed  their  charlers*^^^  abtised public  confidence^ — and  •'  faikd 
to  perform  the  functions  for  which  they  were  creaUdT — and  tlie 
Committee  would  add, disregarded  the  repi)tation,ruin6d  the  cre- 
dit, and  brought  embarrassments  upon  the  Territory^  to  obey 
the  requirements  of  the  laws  to  which  they  owe  their  existence. 

The  bill  heretofore  mentioned,  and  the  bill  entitled  "An  Act 
to  enable  the  creditors  of  banks  to  collect  their  debts  out  of  the 
assets  thereof  in  lawful  money ,*•  do  not  either  "  impm^  aby 
debts  to  ^he  banks,  or  render  them  less  safe  than  before ;  and  do 
not  afllbct  them  so  as  to  interfere  in  any  wise  with  the  contract. 
Nor  do  they  **  impair^  or  in€f9e^  the  '*  Migation^  of  the  coa- 
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tracts  by  the  banks  with  its  creditors.  That  obligation  is  to 
pay  its  debts.  It  is  true  they  create  additional  inducements  to 
pay  such  debts  honestly.  They  facilitate  the  remedy  for  its  reco- 
very and  collection  bv  law.  The  distinction  between  ihe  right 
and  the  remedy — the  contract  and  the  mode  of  its  enforcement^ 
no  one  having  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  jf  constitutional  law, 
can  be  ignorant  of.  The  two  bills  above  referred  to,  are  founded 
on  this  distinction,  which  fact  the  Committee  regard  as  peculiarly 
unfortunate  for  the  country,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  did  not 
perceive.  This  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  the  observations  of 
His  Excelleiicy  about  rights  by  "  hirth^^  by  ^^inheritance,*'  and 
"under  the  Constitution,"  which  the  banks  can  be  entitled  to. 
The  Committee  cannot  agree  they  have  a  "prerogative'*  (to 
quote  another  word  from  His  Excellency,)  to  fleece  the  People 
of  Fhrida  at  pleasure,  and  without  restraint,  in  defiance  of  the 
very  letter  and  the  spirit  of  their  charters,  and  that  the  hands  of 
the  Legislative  power  of  the  country,  are  so  tied  it  cannot  inter- 
fere, by  affi)rding  means  of  redress,  or  giving  remedies  for  such 
outrage  in  future.  We  cannot  concede  we  are  thus  powerless 
to  enact  such  laws,  for  the  protectipnof  the  People  from  such 
grievous  wrong. 

AAer  the  admission  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  his 
salutatory  message  of  this  session,  that  in  1838,  after  "mature 
deliberatiort;"  for  "several  days,  he  signed  An  Act  releasing  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  from  certain  individual 
liability^  on  account  of  said  Bank,  knowing  that  so  far  forth  as 
the  holders  of  the  faith  guarantees  were  concerned,  it  was  of  no 
effect,  by  reason  of  constitutional  barriers  intervening  for  the 
protection  of  their  rights,  the  Committee  were  astonished  that 
objections  should  have  been  interposed  to  the  Bill  entitled  "An 
Act  to  alter  and  amend, an  Act,  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  fee,  and  to  effect  a  seulement  of 
the  affairs  of  said  bank  as  speedily  as  practicable,"  which  ex- 
pressly provides  for  its  voluntary  acceptance  by  the  stockholders, 
and  its  being  submitted  to  Congress  for  its  approval.  The  irre- 
concilable character  of  these  two  oiiicial  acts,  cannot  be  account- 
ed for  only  upon  the  principle  ihai  ronstitutional  provisions  are 
of  no  force  against  banks,  but  \n  favor  of  them,  are  all  potent! 
His  Excellency  could  certainly  have  bestowed  but  little  attention 
upon  ihis  bill.  So  far  from  its  being  of  the  destructive  effect  upon 
1  that  bank  His  Excellency  manifestly  supposes,  it  was  intended  to 
be,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  would  be  an  allaying 
cataplasm,  cjilcnlatrd  lo  heal  the  wounds  it  h<3S  received,  and  to 
cure  »he  disease  wiih  whicii  it  has  been  afflicted. 

His,  Excellency  says,  wlunher  **ihe  chtirters  of  the  banks  have 
been  violated,  or  "piihlic  confitience  abu'-ec!,"  or  ''if  the  banks 
have  failed  to  perform  tlie  fmu  tioii>  for  whi'di  they  weie  created, 
*^arejudidul  qnestious  to.be  decided  in  the  courts  of  justice,'* 
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aDcl  over  which  the  legislative  department  caDnot  (in  bis  jodg* 
ment)  "exercise  ihe  least  control.'*  He  informs  qs  it  is  our  "pro- 
vince to  make  lans,  and  of  "the  courts  to  inforce  them,'"  but  he 
would  seem  by  his  argument  to  consider  the  proviso  to  "nui^' 
does  not  include  the  amendment  of  pa>t  laws,  or  the  enactment  of 
laws  to  prevent  the  future  commission  of  acts,  or  non  perform- 
ance of  duties  which  the  defects  and  omissions  of  past  laws  have 
caused  to  go  unpunished.  Do  banks  especially  possess  an  immu- 
nity from  legislative  action,  to  ^'disturb"  them  from  committing 
such  acts,  or  refusing  to'  fuIBI  such  duties  f  He  says  ulso,  the 
"judicial  tribunals  are  already  fully  authorized  to  protect  the 
peo^e  from  any  real  evil  which  m^y  result  from  the  illegal 
and  unauthorized  proceedings  of  the  banks,"  and  *'if  it  is  found 
those  institutions  have  forfeited  their  charters  by  transcending  ike 
powers  conferred  on  them^^^  then  'Ht  is  competent  for  ihe  courts 
to  grant  a  decree  of  forfeiture,  and  deprive  these  institutions  cf 
their  corporate  existence." 

Can  his  Excellency  not  be  aware  that  there  can  be  violation  of  a 
bank  charter,  even  b^  '*  transcending  its  authority,"  and  yef,  unless  it 
has  been  expressly  provided  in  the  act  of  incorporationf  a  Court  of 
Justice  is  not  competent  to  decree  a  for  eilure  for  such  violation." 
The  Florida  Banks  are  mostly  within  this  rule.  By  the  19th  seclion 
of  the  original  charter  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company,  suspension  of  specie  payment  for  90  days  worked  a  forfeit, 
ure  ;  but  in  February,  1836,  His  Excellency  approved  an  "  amend, 
raent"  introduced  by  a  stockholder/and  director  of  the  bank,  a  member 
of  the  Council,  repealing  this  provision  !  The  Union  Hank  contains 
no  such  provision.  Resort  to  the  Judiciary  then  to  compel  these  banks 
to  resume  specie  payments — they  will  leWthe  Courts,  till  further  Z^i*. 
lation  is  had,  the  hands  of  the  Court  are  tied,  and  we  shall  again  hear 
the  story  of  •*  essential  rights."  •*  chartered  rights,"  &c.  as  now  told 
to  stifle  legislative  action,  nnd  the  charters  it  will  be  said  are  not  vio- 
lated, so  as  to  be  forfeited,  and  *'  the  suspension  only  makes  the  banks 
liable  to  be  sued,  and  to  pay  10  per  cent,  damages." 

The  Governor  claims  tit  terms  the  same  rights  for  the  Banks  as 
^  natural  persons"  have,  and  in  effect  much  greater.  If  a  natural 
person  so  conducts  hiit  self  as  that  his  acts  work  public  evil,  the  le^. 
lature  can  impose  penalties  and  punishments  for  such  acis  in  future 
— they  are  only  restricted  from  passing  expost  facto  laws.  To  exempt 
banks  from  this  rule  involves  the  paradox  that  a  Legislature  nay  char- 
ter a  Corporation  to  commit  offences,  break  contracts,  iand  they  can 
plead  their  charters  m  bar* 

Wc  regret  that  Hie  Excellency,  in  commenting  upon  the 
provisions  giving  a'Judgmeivt  against  a  bank  which  had  no  just 
defence  ^i  appearance  term,  and  in  stating  it  was  *^ partial  and 
•*  unequal"  &c., could  not  see  thai  the  Bank  was  given  the  same 
right  against  its  debtors,  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1842 
by  the  fifth  section  of  the  last  act — and  we  are  not  a  little 
stu-prised  at  the  objection  to  these  acts,  to  prevent  frivolous^ 
joppeab,  without  security,  and  for  delay  mprely*    Such  policy 
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will  prove  destructive  of  all -morality,  credit,  and  character^  id 
this  people.  We  Cannot  conceive  why  His  Excellency  attached 
so  much  importance  to  these  restrictions/.as  to  comment  on  them 
specially,  jind  leave  other  features,  more  important,  unnoticed, 
except  by  general  objection. 

Who  can  reflect  on  the  effects  of  this  veto,  without  deploring 
that  Eis  Excellency  felt  constrained  and  bound  to  make  it? 
Wfiile  the  people  generally  will  sufler  incalculable  evils — the 
stockholders  of  the  banks,  and  those  deeply  indebted  to  the  bankSf 
may  perhaps  be  enabled  to  redeem  themselves  by  purchase  of 
the  depreciated  paper  at  low  prices,  and  pay  it  into  bank  to 
dischar^re  their  debts.  It  is  to  this  interest  that  the  welfare  of 
the  People  has  been  sacrificed.  Yes  1  it|is  only  those  deeply 
immersed  in  bank  and  coiporation  speculations,  stocks,  and 
who  owe  the  banks  large  sums,  that  the  veto  can  benefit.  To 
the  People  generally— to  those  who  have  not  embarked  in  fuin- 
ous  adventures  and  speculations,  its  eflfects  will  be  as  blighting 
as  those  of  a  pestilence.  The  curse  of  war,  and  of  famine,  could 
be  scarcely  less  injurious. 

His  Excellency  delicately  intimates  that  a  stay  law  would  be 
more  merciful  than  these  bilis.     The  followmg  is  the  remark  : 

"  Is  it  in  accordance  with  the  forbearance  and  liberality  mani- 
fested by  the  Legislature  at  jts  present  session,  in  the  passage  of 
v^  bill  for  the  relief  of  all  others,  by  granting  a  stay  of  executioD 
after  judgment?** 

His  Excellency  does  not  seem  to  have  been  correctly  informed 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  this  session.  No  "slay 
law"  has  yet  been  passed  this  session,  and  the  bill  supposed  to  be 
alluded  to,'  which  was  introduced  into  the  house,  and  the  policy 
of  which  was  a  subject  of  much  dispute  and  close  division,  will 
not  be  submitted  for  His  Excellency's  approbation,  because  it  did 
not  pass  the  Legislature.  Whether  it  would  have  been  approved 
by  the  Governor,*  we  will  not  hazard  a  conjecture.  We  w*ould 
observe,  however,  it  was  founded  on  the  same  system  of  policy 
these  rejected  bills  are-^of  relief  to  an  oppressed  people,  and  the 
laudation  of  that  bill  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  condemna- 
tion of  them. 

Want  of  time  restrains  the  Committee  from  further  comments 

on  the  documentin  question,  and  they  report  it  back  to  the 

House  recommending  the  passage  of  these  bills  against  a  veto 

founded  on  sucb  reasons  and  principles  us  are  therein  set  forth. 

JAS.  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 

Chairman  Select  Committee* 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
CHARLES  L.  DELL, 
SHERROD  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  DeW  tnoved  that  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief 
of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  Fernando  Low  be  taken  froHn  tho 
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table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  mocko 
prevailed. 

Mh  Stephens  moved  that  the  nomination  of  Baok  Directors 
be  taken  from  the  table,  and  considered;  which  motion  prevailed. 
The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  on  consenting  to  the  nomina- 
tions, were  as  follows: 

On  the  nomination  of  John  C  McGeehee. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  3fessrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster.  LfCwis,  Long,  Malone,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  JMcRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens  and  Taylor — 18. 

Nays-^Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Haddock,  Tabor  and  Wi- 
liams — 5. 

On  the  nomination  of  George  6.  Anderson*  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Dancy,  Earnest, 
Edwards,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKioooo, 
McRaeny.  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens— 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Haddock,  Tabor,  Taylor 
and  Williams — 6. 

On  the  nomination  of  Hector  W.  Braden  and  Richard  Hay- 
ward: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bryan,  Ernest,  Edwards.  Kelly,  Lancaster, 
Lewis,  Long,  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent  and  Ste- 
phens— 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy, 
Haddock,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 9. 

On  the  nomination  of  Tom  Peter  Randolph. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Dancy,  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kel- 

K,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Longi  Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny, 
jBt  and  Taylor— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnou,  Haddock,  Tabor  and  Williams— 4.  * 

So  the  nominations  were  advised  and  consented  to. 

Mr.  Blackburn  presented  the  petition  of  John  P.  Duval,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  rermitted  to  record  his  defence  in  answer 
to  the  Executive  Message  read  yesterday,  &c  which  was  re- 
fused. 

The  House  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Groremor,  the 
following  message : 

Tallahassee,  3d  March,  1842. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  have  approved  the  following  Acts  and  Resolutions  passed 
by  the  Council,  at  its  present  session: 

An  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize  Benj.  Marshal  toestaUiah 
a  ferry  across  the  Black  Water  River,  at  the  Town  of  Miltoo. 

An  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  the  protection  of  Mortgages. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Senators. 

A  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Williams. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  endea- 
vor to  procure  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  repair  of 
certain  Bridges  thirein  named. 
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An  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilotage  on 
,  the  waters  and  in  the  bay  and  harbors  of  Tampa  Bay. 

An  Act  to  authorize  George  Branning  to  build  a  bridge  ores* 
tabh'sh  a  ferr^  across  Black  Creek,  Duval  County. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his 
best  exertions  to  endeavor  to  procure  an  appropriation  for  the  , 
fortification  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Andrews. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Qarter,  late  Tax  Collector  of 
Alachua  County. 

An  Act  to  authorize  John  A.  Pringle  to  establish  a  toll  bridge 
across  Escambia  RiVer. 

An  Act  entitled  ap  Act  to  repeal  all  former  Acts  incorporating 
the  Town  of  MonticelK  except  the  Act  of  1831. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Bryan  Sheffield  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  jS^uwannee  River,  at  the  upper  Mineral  ^Spring,  known  ai 
the  White  Sulphur  Spring. 

A  Resolution  requesting  that  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Naval  Depot  at  St.  Josephs,  and  the  fortilieation  of  that  harbor. 

An  Act  to  dxtend  the  limitation  of  an  Act  passed  on  the  1st 
day  of  February,  1836,  authorizing  Nathaniel  W.  Walker  toes- 
tablish  a  ferry  across  the  Wacullo  River  near  St.  Marks,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Thomas  Cooper  to  establish  a  ferfj 
across  the  Escambia  Fiver. 

An  Act  to  prevent  trespasses  on  University  lands. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  incorporating  the  City  of  Pensacob. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  Acts  relating  to  crimes  and 
ivisdemeanors. 

An  Act  to  repeal  in  part,  an  Act  coocenung  FmprovenieDte 
made  on  public  lands. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  incorporate'  the  Town  of  Jaekp 
sonville. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  proeore 
the  establishment  of  a  Post  Office  at  BlouBt*s  Town. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  first  Preabyteriaa  Cburcb  o^  Apa* 
lachicola. 

•R.  K.  CALL* 

Which  was  read 

The  house  took  a  recess  to  3  o'clock,  P.  JUL 


3  o'clock,   Fi  HI. 

A  bill  «o  be  eutfded,  >aQ  Act  retpeetiog  liens  of  ncdiMHCf^or 
others*  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ordered  Hmt  tbt 
dtle  be  aa  staled*. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  suspend  the  revenae  laws  of 
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this  Territory,  Was  read  the  third  lime.  On  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs. 
Dell  and  Dancy,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Sp'  aker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackbam, 
Bryan,  Dancy,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Lon^,  Ma- 
lone,  McRaeny,  McKinnon,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor, 
Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 2L 

Nays— Mr.  Dell— L 

So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  revenue  laws 
was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question  of  laying  the  resolution 
OP  the  table,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Malone 
and  Dell,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Dan- 
cy, '^ellyf  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  AfcRaeny,  Pent,  Steele, 
Tabor,  Taylor  and  Williams — 15. 

Nayb — Messrs.  Arnou,  Dell,  Haddock,  Malone,  McKinnnn 
and  Stephens — 6. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  Certified  to  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Long  ia 
the  Chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  and 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  in  this  Territory,  relative  to 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  After  some  time  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  all  but  the  enacting  clause 
stricken  out ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  Resolution  to  authorise  the  payment  of  an  account  of  Jobn 
Brownell,  was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  adoption,  the  ayes  and 
Does  were  called  by  Messrs.  McRaeny  and  Taylor,  and  were  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ernest,  Edwards,  Kelly,  Long,  McKinnon, 
Tabor  and  Taylor — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Rryao, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Malone,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele, 
Stephens,  Westcott  and  Williams — 15. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adopt  said  resolution. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  re- 
specting the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  was  again  read,  and  in- 
definittiy  postponed. 

A  Resolution  respecting  a  mail  route  on  the  Alligator  lioc, 
was  again  read  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  to  regulate  the  value  of  money 
received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  in  payment  of  pab- 
lic  dues,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Oo  the  question  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  biU,  the 
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9yes  aid  oaes  were  called  by  Mesurs.  Dmcy  and  Haddock,  itnd 

were: 

Tea9— Messrs.  Araoa,  Blackbarn,  Ernest,  Lotigt  Malanc, 
McKinDOD,  McRaeny,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor  and  Westoott 
—11. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Brjran,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewie,  Steele  and  Wil- 
Hams-^-lSL 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  ayes  and  n06| 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Haddock,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan.  Dancy,  0ell^ 
Edwards,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Pent  and  Steele 
—12. 

Nays— Messrs.  Amon,  Blackborn,  Ernest,  Lon(^,  Malone, 
McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Stephens,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott  and 
Williams — 12. 

So  the  House  refused  to  pass  the  bill. 

An  act  to  enable  execution  creditors  to  collect  their  judgments 
out  of  stock  cboses  in  action  of  defendants  in  execution,  or  out 
of  property  tp  which  defendants  may  have  an  equitable  title 
only.  The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs.  Westcott  and 
Dancy,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr,  Speaker,  ikfessrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy,  Dell, 
Edwards,  Lewis,  Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williaoli 
—12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Laooaater, 
Long,  Malone,  iV/cKinnon,  McRaeny,  Peat  and  Stephens — 11^ 

So  the  Bill  passed. 

Ordered,  that  ihe  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Billi,made  the 
following  Keporl : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instiuoted  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled, 

An  Act  relating  to  the  punishment  of  ofienees  not  heretofore 
designated. 

SAM'L.  B.  STEPHENS, 
Chairman  Committee  on  BnroUed  Biitl. 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  7  o^ciock* 

HALF  PAST  7  o'clock. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  change  the  timeof  h^HFftg  fh* 
election  for  Representaiive  to  the  Legislative  Cooncil  from  the 
County  of  Frnnklin,  was  again  read. 

On  the  question  of  the  i  assa^'e  of  said  Bill,  the  ayes  and  noe* 
wcue  called  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Blackburn,  and  wete  sla-ibK 
lows: 
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YcM^-JUV;  ISpeaker,  Messrs.  Battle,  Brjran,  Dellt  Erneift 
Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long  and  Stephens — 10. 

Navs-^Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  DanCy,  Haddock,  McKin- 
HOD,  ^cRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  West'cott  and  WilKmiM— » 
IL 
,    So  the  House  refused  to  pass  said  Bill. 

•  Jfr.  Westcott  presented  a  communication  from  George  K. 
Walker,  Esq.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com* 
pensation. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate. 

A  Bill  to  entitled  an  Aci  to  restrict  the  powers  oi  Justices  of 
the  Peace  on  the  subject  of  bail. 

Lost  in  the  Senate. 

Also,  an  Act  for  renting  out  the  school  lands  in  this  Territory* 

Lost  in  the  Senate. 

A  Senate  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  orphans  of  Fernando  Luw,  was  again  read  and  passed. 

Ordered^4hflt  the  title  be  as  stated. 

An  Act  to  incorpoiate  the  Apiilachicola  Transportation  Com« 
joany  was  K^'m  read,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by 
Messrs.  Dell  and  Haddock,  were  as  follows :         • 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Afessrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Laocai terr 
Lewis,  Loii^,  McKinnon  and  Stephens — 9. 

•  Nays— Messrs.  A rnou,  Bryan,  Dane/,  Dell,  Haddock,  Jtfo* 
Raeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williamson. 

So'thr  House  refused  to  pass  said  Bill. 

A  Resolution  reported  by  the  Finance  Committee,  askinfr  the 
Delegate  in  Congress  to  apply  for  an  appropriation  from  Con- 
gross  for  finishing  thecapitol  in  this  city,  was  read,  the  rule  wair- 
ed,  and  adopted. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  on  said  resolution  and  were. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Bry« 
an,  Dane},  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McKinnoOt 
McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Taylor  and  Westcott — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dell,  Haddock  and  TFilliams — 3. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  message: 

Senatb,  March  4th  1842. 

The  Senate  have  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  9  o'clock,  with 
a  view  to  receive  any  business  that  may  be  due  from  the  Honst 
at  that  early  hour,  which  is  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House. 
(Attest.)        J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Seq.  Senate. 

Messrs.  Steele,  Dancy  and  Battle  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  Senate  and  withdraw  a  Resolution  to  suspend 
the  Revenue  Laws  of  the  Territory,  the  said  Resolution  having 
been  sent  them  by  mistake. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  alter  the  law  regulating  the 
taking  of  testimon  v  in  Chancery  causes  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  time.    The  ayes  and  noes  beiiig  called  on 
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the  passage  of  said  Bill  by  Messrs.  Dancy  and  Dell»  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Mr,  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackbom,  Uancy,  Dell, 
Ernest,  Haddock,  Kelly,  I^ncaster,  Lewis,  McKinnon,  McRea- 
ny,  Steel,  Taylor,  Westcott  and  Williams — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Battle,  Bryan,  Lon^,  Pent  and  Stephens — 5.] 

So  the  Bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  ap« 

KMntment  of  Auctioneers  and  defining  their  duties,  approved 
ovember  21,  1829,  was  again  read.  On  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  said  Bill,  ihe  ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Dell,  were 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnoa,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Dell, 
Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny,  Steele,  /Stephens,  Taylor,  Westcott' 
and  Williams— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bryan,  Dancy,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Lancaster, 
McKinnon  and  Pent — 7. 

So  (he  biK  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  was  read  the 
third  time.  On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the 
ayes  and  noes  being  called  by  Me<;srs.  Dancy  and  Aruou,  and 
were  as  fjllows : 

Yeas-  -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Bryan, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Haddock,  Keily,  Lancaster,  Leviis,  Long,  Mc- 
Raeny, Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  VV^js! cot i  and  Williams  — 17. 

Nays— Messrs.  Battle,  Ernest,  McKinnon  and  Stephens— 4. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  it  was  ordered  that  the  three 
bills  vetoed  by  the  Governor  be  taken  up,  and  made  first  among 
the  orders  of  ihe  day  for  to-morrow. 

Also,  that  the  resolutions  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  be  placed  second  among  the  orders  of  the  day 
for  t'»-roorrow. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  March  5th,  1842. 

The  House  mot  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  Jpnmal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Blackburn  moved  that  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  a  bill  to 
be  enti*led,  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  election  for 
Representative  of  Franklin  County,  be  reconsidered;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day« 
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Mr.  Dancy  offered  the  ff>l\owiDg  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter^ 
rttory  of  Florida^  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested 
to  use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  law  authoris- 
ing rewards  to  lie  paid  for  Indian  scalps;  also,  a  reward  for  every 
Itidian  taken  alive  by  any  person  or  persons  other  than  those  at- 
tached to  and  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  army. 

Adopted  unanimously.  ' 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  waited  on  the  House,  and  re- 
<]|aested  to  withdraw  a  bill  respecting  £xecutionSy  which  was 
granted. 

Mr.  Lancaster,  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subjec^f  the 
difference  of  the  two  Houses,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in 
'*  relation  to  Elections,'*  reported  that  there  being  no  probability 
of  an  agreement  between  the  Committee  asked  to  return  the 
bills,  an^d  that  they  be  sent  to  the  Senate  with  a  message,  that 
tbo  House  insist  on  their  substitute ;  which  report  was  concurred 
in. 

Mr*  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
t^e  following  Keport : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to  RE- 
PORT as  correctlj'  enrolled : 

Resolutions  respecting  the  Alligator  mail  route ; 

Also,  a  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  ap- 
piopriation  for  the  completion  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Talla- 
hassee; 

Also,  a  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegate  to  procure  an  ap* 
propriation  for  the  opening  and  constructing  a  Road  from  Ma- 
rianna  to  lola,  on  the  Apalachicola  River. 

S.  B.  STEPHENS, 
Chairman  Committee  Enrolled  Bills. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  bills  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Act  respecting  Executions ;  passed 
without  amendment  by  the  Senate  ; 

Also,  a  reolution  adopted  by  the  House,  asking  of  Congress 
mxk  appropriation  for  fouiJding  a  bridge  over  Hard  Labor  Creek; 
a  substitute  sent  from  the  Senate  for  said  resolution,  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House;  ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to 
the  Senate; 

Also,  a  Resolution  asking  of  Congress  an  appropriation  of 
t^ty  thousand  doUars  for  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  Cap- 
itol in  Tallahassee;  adopted  by  the  Senate  without  amendment; 
.  AfHfl>  ^  resolution  with  respect  to  the  mail  route,  via  Macon, 
BiiiptM^idg^t,  W  Gbrange^  &«•;  adopted  by  the  Senate  without 

VI II     II    'III  '^ 
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Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrorlled  Billg,  made 
the  following  Report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instructed  me  to  RE- 
PORT as  correctly  enrolled: 

An  Act  concerning  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace; 

AkOf  aq  act  respecting  Executions. 

SAM'L  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills^ 
'  The  House  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

Tallahassee,  5tb  March,  1842. 
To  the  Legklaiivie  Council  of  Flonda: 

I  hereby  nominate  Joseph  Irwin  for  the  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  of  Jackson  County. 

:  Demiett  H,  May,  Judge  of  the  County  Court;  Charnick 
Self,  Jobn  G.  Pillaiis,  John  S.  Brown,  James  A.  Boyt,  Hamden 
S.  Linton,  and  Silas  Casoii,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Rufus  Dick-* 
erson.  and  Geortre  H.  Smith,  Notaries  Public;  Solomon  Rouse, 
and  Charles  J.  Fletcher.  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Madison* 

William  Kersey,  Barkley  Winns,  and  David  Wooll,  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Jefferson. 

Francis  Arnou,  Liewis  W.  Dubose,  and  Jesse  F.  Potts,  Com- 
missioners to  appraise  the  damages  by  Indian  depredations  in  the 
DiiUrict  of  West  Florida.  R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  were  all  advised  and  consented  to,  except  the  nomina*' 
imtion  of  Joseph  Ir;vin. 

Mr.  Westcoit  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  spread  the  follow- 
ing Protest  on  the  Journals :' 

(Insert  No.  1.) 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  of  His  Excel*«  . 
leucy  the  Governor,  and  throe  bills  vetoed  and  returned  by  tfao 
Governor;  which  bills  were  put  on  their  passage; 

1st.  An  Act  to  secure  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of 
a  depreciated  currency  On  the  passage  of  said  bilK  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  as  follows: 

Veas^^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs^  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn^  Da»4 
cy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny,<  jSteele^ 
Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcott— -15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Krnest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Malone,  McKinnon, 
Pent,  Stephens— 7. 

An  act  to  enable  the  creditors  of  Banks  to  collect  their  debit 
d«e  therefrom  out  of  the  assets  thereof  in  lawful  money*  Tba 
ajres  and  noes  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  were  at  follows; 

Yea< — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn, 
lh»Bcy>  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  He* 
Atenyi,  Smie^  Tabor,  Taylor^  We8itcott-->16. 
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Nays — Messrs.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Malone,  McKinnoOt  Pent  mod 
Stephens—^. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  sobscri* 
bers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  several  acts  re* 
speciing  said  bank,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said 
Bank  as  speedily  as  practicable.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  said  bill,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas— -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnoa,  Battle,  Btackbom, 
Dancy,  Dell,  Edwards,  Haddock,  Lewis,  Long,  McRaeny, 
Steele,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcoit— 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ernest,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Malooe,  McKin- 
oon,  Pent  and  Stephens — 7. 

There  not  being  two-thirds  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  said 
bills,  the  same  were  lost. 

The  Committee  on  Compensation  reported  the  following  bill : 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  for  the  session  of  1842,  and  for  other  pur- 
po^s.  The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Edwards  in  the  Chair;  after  some  time  spent  in  considering  tbe 
same,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  Westcott  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  oi 
Tallahassee,  to  take  charge  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Legislative 
Chambers,  and  the  furniture,  articles,  an^l  papers  therein,  bis 
present  salary  to  be  considered  as  including  his  compejisatioo 
therefor. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House,  do  arrange  and  place  in  files  the  papers 
and  documents  in  their  respective  Houses,  for  the  pre^tent  and 
past  sessions,  and  that  they  have  a  list  thereof,  and  each  be  paid 
fi.ly  dollars  therefor,  to  be  certified  by  the  Governor  and  ptdd  by 
the  Treasurer* 

Resolved  fttrther.  That  H.  T.  Copeland  be  allowed  one  ban* 
dred  dollars  for  taking  care  of  Representative  Chamber  and 
furniture  in  1641,  and  J.  S.  Robinson  a  like  snm  for  taking 
care  of  Senate  for  1841,  to  be  certified  by  the  Governor,  and 
paid  out  of  the  Tallahassee  fund. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Blackburn  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdace  a  bill 
to  be  entitled.  An  Act  respecting  Marshall's  fees,  which  was 
read,  the  rules  waived,  and  passed.  Ordered  that  the  title  be  at 
stated.  The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  by  Mesars.. 
Haddock  and  Dell,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Battle,  Blackbaiti» 
Dancy,  Ernest,  Edwarcls,  H.ddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis^ 
Long,  Malone,  Pent,  Steele,  Taylor,  Westcott~17. 
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N'«y«...Metfr8.  Dell,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Stepbenf— ^. 

Mr.  Long  offered  the  following  Resolutions : 

ReMolved  ly  the  Chwemor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  Tbat  onr  Delegate  in  Congress  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  reqnested  to  procure  tiie  passage  of  a  law,  making 
it  obligatory  on  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  District 
Attorneys,  to  reside  in  the  Districts  in  which  they  are  required 
to  act  and  in  case  of  absence  from  their  District  for  more  than 
three  months  at  any  one  time^  their  respective  offices  shall  be 
vacated. 

Resolved  further^  That  a  copy  of  tliese  resolutions  be  for- 
w^arded  to  the  Delegate,  and  he  be  requested  to  use  his  best  ex«^ 
ertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  law. 

Which  was  read,  the  rule  waived  and  adopted. 

Mr4  Dell,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  made  the  following  Report : 
The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the 

Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims 

of  the  citizens  of  this  Territory  against  the  United  States  for 

Miliary  services  and  supplies  furnished, 

REPORT: 


The  remarks  contained  in  the  message  are  as  follows : 

^  The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  United  States  for 
military  services  rendered,  and  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  Government,  have  generally  undergone  the  necessarv  in* 
vestigation,  to  insure  the  payment  of  those  which  are  merftori- 
ous.  Accounts  exceeding  (SOO^OOO  have  been  examined  and 
reported  on,  most  of  wliicli  will  be  paid.  The  Government,  no 
less  than  the  oHScers  charged  with  the  performance  of  this  dutyi 
has  shown  an  anxious  solicitude,  to  render  the  most  ample  jus- 
tice to  the  claimants ;  and  it  is  "believed  that  no  just  account, 
sustained  by  proper  evidence,  will  be  rejected.  Funds  for  the 
payment  of  most  of  the  volunteers  have  been  remitted  to  the 
Territory,  and  active  and  faithful  officers  are  preparing  to  dis* 
burse  them.  This  large  amount  of  specie  thrown  into  circula- 
tion, will  tend  greatly  to  relieve  the  present  necessities  ol  the 
country.** 

The  Committee  do  not  coincide  with  the  Governor  in  the 
encomiums  he  has  bestowed  upon  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  its  officers  Kenerafly,  with  respect  to  these  claims, 
and  the  course  pursued  upon  them. 

Since  the  comnrencement  of  this  war,  the  treatment  of  the 
people  of  Florida  from  the  Federal  Grovernment,  and  with  but 
partial  exceptions,  generally  from  those  entrusted  with  aotbori* 
ty  by  it,  has  been  any  thing  bat  just  and  liberal,  iiur  or  patriotic 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S96 

TIm  war  was  not  a  Florida  war,  5r  commenced  by  hs  citi- 
zens for  their  benefit,  but  it  was  brought  on  by,  (to  say  the 
least,)  the  errors  of  judgment  of  its  agents  and  officers. 

Eveiy  slander, and  calumny  that  could  bq  invented  has 
been  circulated  against  us.  Her  citizens  have  been  acca- 
$ed  of  wishing  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  deriv- 
ing profit  from  \U  They  have  been  assailed  as  wanting  cou- 
rage, patriotism  or  honesty.  Individual  instances,  (we  admit 
some  of  these  have  been  distinguished,)  of  folly  or  weakness, 
have  been  imputed  as  characterising  our  whole  population;  lite 
instances  of  peculation  or  fraud  have  been  referred  to  as  jdstify- 
ing  suspicions  and  accusations  of  our  entire  community. 

Our  citizens  have  been  denied  that  protection  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  render.  While  our  frontier  is  in 
ruins — the  inhabitants  not  slauirhieied,  huddled  to;^elher  in  forts 
—while  whole  famiies  have  been  murdered,  federal  officers 
have,  it  would  seem  to  us,  thoujyht  more  of  miliiarv  fame,  oi 
rather  ease,  than  of  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  and  tfie  defence- 
less women  and  children,  who  had  a  ri^ht  to  expect  such  pro- 
tection. 

When  our  citizens  have  been  forced  to  go  into  the  fieU,  they 
have  been  denied  that  honest  and  just  remuneration  they  were 
entitled  to— the  most  insultinif  and  vexatious  exactions  as  to 
forms  and  as  to  proofs,  have  been  made  by  those  clothed  with 
petty  authority.  It  would  seem  as  if  our  people  were  all  le- 
garded /?rii»a  facia  as  dishonest;  and  every  pretext  producing 
delay  and  difficulty  has  been  resorted  to.  With  reference  to 
supplies  furoished,  a  similar  course  ha^  been  pursued;  but  the 
course  in  regard  to  our  militia  has  been  most  unjustifiabif;;  and 
unjust.  Delays  of  payment  after  allowance  have  been  experi- 
enced without  excuse  or  palliat)f>n.  Remuneration  for  spoilia^ 
lions  by  the  savai^es,  estimated  to  amount  to  ne  million  and  a 
ha^f  of  dollars,  have  been  neglected.  No  steps  have  been  taken 
to  do  our  citizen«$  justice  ;  and  with  respect  to  claims  which  have 
been  referred  to  Consrress,  th^y  ha^e  met  with  objections  that 
Bothing  but  the  coldest,  unfeeling  and  selfish  consideraUoos 
eould  dictate. 

The  GoffMnittee  deem  it  unneces^^ary  to  say  more  than  to  ro- 
oommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed^  That  a  copy  of  this  report  be  forwarded  to  the  Hon. 
David  Levy,  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  that  he  be  reqiaeat- 
#d[  to  ucse  (bat  justioe  be  done  our  people  wHh  respect  to  said 
claims. 

CHARLES  S.  DELU 
Chairman  Select  Committee. 

'WhicA  Report  was  roncorred  in,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 
.    The  Kesnlutions  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  ttie 
Cntk  bnods,  wwe  taken  «p»  and  the  Report  ooncnifed  in>  atti 
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tlM  am  «Dd  noes  teiog  eiM.by  Mmw  X^ 
at  follows : 

Teas^^Mr.  Speaker,  Ittessrs*  Amou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Dan* 
cjp^  Oell,  Edwarck,  Baddock,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long,  McRa^  "^ 
ny,  Pern*  Sieele,- Tabor,  Taylor,  Westcou— 17. 

Na^s-^Mjessrs.  Kelly^  Malone  and  Stephens— 3* 

SotbevesatutioRs.  were  adopted. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Seqate. 

The  Report  of  the  Sdect  Commiltae,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  Message  ef  His  ExocJIency  the  Governor  vetoing  three  bi^i 
on  Thursday  last,  was  agaio'  taken  up  aid  concurred  in. 

A  Keioltttioo,  adopted  by  tbe  Senate,  to  suspend  Uif  revettut 
laws  of  the  Territory  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

A  Bill  passed  by  tbe  Senate,  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  author* 
iie  Cyprian  Tr  Jenkins  to  establish  a  ferry  on  tbs^  WiihljACOochv 
river,  was  again  read  and  passed  without  aaieodaient» 

A  Bill  to  be  skilled  An  Act  to  change  the  nine  for  holding 
^  the  electiott  for  Representatives  to  the  Legislative  Council  of 
*  this  Territory  from  Franklin   aad  Calboua  Co^nlj^f ,  wa^  imd 
md  parsed. 

Ordered,  fbat  the  title  be  as  slated.  , 

An  Act  la  amend  An  Act  to  incorporate .  tbe  Bank  of  Api^ 
hcbicoia,  approved  March  4th,  1839,  was  taken  up  Md  lakt  oa 
tbe  table  utatil  April  next. 

The  Houae  took  a  rece$a  until  half  ptsi  7  o^clock. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Printsng  oaade  the  follawiog 
REPORT: 

The  Select  Committee  on  Printing  Report,  that  C.  E  BartWn 
have  tbe  Laws  and  Resolutions  of  this  session  in  pamphlet  foroh 
sthrhihg  and  folding  included,  and  to  be  published  in  newspaper^ 
at  twd  dollars  and  ieventycenis  per  page,  750 copies. 

To  Joshua  KnOrVles,  for  prlntmg,  sthdbing  and  folding  tto 
decisions  of  the  Court  of  AppeaH  prior  to  last  term,  750  ctopM^ 
at  $2  75  cents  per  page. 

To  S.  S.  Sibley,  for  printing,  stitching  and  fdrMlbgihe  decis- 
ions oT  the  Court  of  Appeals  at  last  tf>rm,  rules  of  <y«nrt  aad 
amended  rules,  750  copies,  at  $2  75  cewts  per  page.  . '» 

All  the  pages  to  be  of  the  same  size  as  laws-of  18dS«  itnd^ppa 
to  amount  to  same  work  per  page,  -and  blank  spaces  to  be  no 

freater  than  in  that  pamphlet,  and  Thompson  k  Hagner  tef 'bflfb 
50  copies  of  Iteports  for  n)dex  and  preparimg  tfae^aoMiaai 
notes.  .    •  : 

And  if  any  of  said  printert  reftte  to  accede  t#  tb»tem»  ff^ 
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^Widv  M'^kMNhitbi^  h  klMt^  acrfboitesd  toaifrisf  ngr  mc  wImi 
will  pOQtiact  for  the  same  oo  the  terms  proposed. 

6.  B.  STEPHCXSt  Cbairtnm 

on  the  part  of  the  FIo«i8^« 
M;  a  LIYINOSTON^  CiMraiaa 

on  the  pilrt  of  die  Senate. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  ord^ed  to  be  certified  to  the 
^nate. 

The  Houife  li^ceiv^d  from  the  Senat^a  Bill  whteli  kwi  poaml  thb 
fieniis^,  «4fitilled  "  Att  Act  to  aher  the  law  regofcdtiK  the     ~ 
testimony  in  Chancery  Causes  aod  for  oiber  purpostf*" 
•  P^assed  wkb  ameudnients  by  the  Senate^  which 
were  concurred  id  by  tfh(p  House* 

'  llle^sr^.  Ltkitaster,  ftrnest  and  Stephens  w^^re  oppoiiited  a 
Cbthn^htee  to  ^^h  on  thie  Senate  and  enquire  with  regiinl  la  dm 
amendment  proposed. 

Also,  received  fh>h)  the  Senate,  a  Resolottea  adofMed  by  d»e 
|l6(i^,  respecting  the  formation  of  a  State  Oovernunti, 
*-  AdOf^ted  by  ib^  .Senate  witboat  ameodmetit. 

The  Chief  Clerk  presented  a  statement  of  the  amomt  of  eodb 
member's  stationery  account,  in  aecordante  with  a  HeiolittkHi 
BMk>j>teti  at  an  eaty  period  of  the  s^sioo  of  this  Housa 
'•"'SSr.  LsracaMer)  t\r6m  the  Select  Comnittee  appokited  to  wak 
on  the  li^enate,  on  the  subject  of  their  atnendmeni  to  the  BiH  e»* 
titled  An  Act  matter  rii^  L<aw  regulating  tbe  taking  testimony 
in  Chancery  causes,  be,  reported  tbe  amendments  made  by  the 
;Senate«  and  moved  'fhr  a  reconsideration  of  the  vole  joat  taken  on 
concurring  in  said  amendments. 

The  House  relused  to  concur  in  tbe  amendments  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate, and  in  adding  the  lltb  section,  and  ordered  it  stricken  oat* 
The  tenth  section  altered  by  striking  out  ♦*  or,"  ♦*  is,"  and  insert- 
k^  .lh«  ftoHa  'Vooe  or  more/*  and  ''or  lli^y  bt,"  as  notMlio 

.  Tbe  House  rectefy^ed  from^  the  iSenate  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An 
Act  to  oravide  for  the  Cofapensatioo  of  tbe  o^ers  of  the  Legit- 
Mvo  CduHcil  (or  the  session  of  1842,  and  tor  other  piirpoiei» 
puiittd  bjr  lh»,  Hoqs^  and  amended  by  the  Senate. 

The  Hnuiie  concurred  in  the  amendment. 
./Ofclarl}dy  th«t  l\^  same  be^  certified  to  the  £Senat^ 
I  ^I'bf iMIoirinf  Message  was  traxisositted  by  His  fixcelleQcy  t&t 
Governor,  and  ordered  to  beq>readonthe  joMBals  with  tbe  ao- 
m<yimfii%tett»iu 

c :        '      ,  Tallahasbke,  4tb  Harcb^  1^4^ 

S«  thr  SpOi|k0t  of  die  Honsn  of  Representatives : 
h  .8iffrr4  aodose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  fitnn  Mr*  ^oaopl^ 
McCaots^  late  Secretary  of  this  Territory,  which  I  am-  de«iroQS 
<<Jiy^iMfa»\itffA  Off  die  ^iiranls  of  the  Hpqaeof  Bejmaenta- 
tives.    This  desire  arises  firont  Ae  fi»t,'thatafetterorb»t&Bl 
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^  49iftrqfJ»  of  i840,  nt  p«gis  53,  whicb,  oneq^^q«<}» jrfpP^iiV^ 
9!Q94i«r4  in  m  eqoiv<^ftl  Mtitilde,  with  re^iard  ^ thp^ejie^f^iofic^ 
Ifae  Iflsl  Bpffd^  endorsed  bv  me  ai  Qovefnor  ^  |hW  TemliPfy»^^fiMI 
Ib^  &}pibern  Mi<  lo^iraqce  and  Trim  Cuinppiiy* 

In  that  letter,  when  spealiHig of  ibe  rfr-eipi  g^ywt^yidhOiMWt 
of  the  9ank  for  the#e  Bood^  %hi  writer  obiserv^t  *'  It  w^o4i4d:$4?in 
fwom  t'ne  n^^temeni  in  the  lasi  receipt  tb%t  the  Sei^l  cl  thei  Tef  nh 
vra»  affined  afier  I  had  entered  u^on  tke  dmie^  ^.thtioAci^^ 
Secretary ;  if  to,  I  beg  leave  to  state  ibat  1  knew  n^ibb^^of  tbt 
trausac^OD."  Had  Mn  McCantt  added  the  fiuit&fte4ftMtli« 
Ipii  pemory  at  the  dme  of  writing,  ^at  be  epMt  bni  Oile  ^^ 
and  one  nigbi  ^^  Tallabasaee  from  the  tiioe  of  bk  Af^poiqlMllI 
in  November  qntil  the  first  day  of  JamAary ;  that  he  returned  to 
Monticeiio  oa  the  16th,  and  tl  at  the  Bonds  were  executed  on  the 
20ih  ot  December.  Had  he  d4>ae  this,  it  would  not  have  been 
to  passing  sti^nge  that  he  '^knew  imtbiiig  of  the  transaction/' 
more  especially  when  it  is  bcime  in  toind  tfaat  she  ^aw  reqnif^  of 
.  him  a$  Secretary  no  agency  or  participation  whuteiver  i*  tbe.Mit 
Miioo  pf  the  Bonds,  e'ltb^r  by  coutiteraignin^  or  afiiing  ifaf 
•eal  to  ibeoi. 

The  attendant  circninstaocea  too,  and  I  he  time*  all  e«nfl|itrfit4 
ta  give  gn  iioppaiBg  effect  to  the  insinvaiion.  of  mrystery  ni 
iinpropriety  itt  the  traes«Qtioiu  I  had  ^t  haeii  remowd  (hrote 
office;  the  powers  which  inflicted  the  wrong  had  not  deigoed  Ap 
iissign  a  reason  for  ^  dieed  ;  aild  the  world  iwae  left  to  speeiilair 
atid  jsearoh  the  wide  field  of  osi^eotnie  for  tibe  cmiee  whick  kfl-ft 
4bat  result* 

I  ani  aware*  sr,  that  maiiy  inaUboM  and  mnranramaUa  ^- 
ie«np(s  have  been  oantte  to  repne»ent  ray  coMbct  in  an  unfavaeiih 
hie  light.  It  has  been  cliarged  against  his  ibm  the  laat  btiodi 
HMtorsed  for  the  Hoytberu  Uife  InsutaMe  aad  Tsiki  Cooapataf 
were  eneKMNl  after  my  reiftsval  trom  office.  TfaU  ia.certaloif 
true,  as  the  intelligence  4£  stueb  conovai,  vitis  received  at  this 
pla^'oo  4ie^4tb'of  Dec^i'fnlber*  only  C[Uir  Hays{ofcrr;lb|B  execu 
tion  of  the^ Bonds.  But  it  is  eut  rely  untrue  tltat  1  eiihi^r  Miew 
of,  or  amicipaied  such  an  eveni  at  ihai  time. 

But  bad  U  been  oihrrwise/  ii«  man  of  evi*n  the  most  brdii.arv 
capacity  would  nrpe  thi>  as  an  nryumpnt  against  the  validity  ef 
^be  HoBcb.  U  nil  my  sjirtMs^or  \*  15  qual4$pd,  »ndent*'i«H  up*»n 
the  ckiiies  of  his  ofllc+f^  1  ha<1  a  r  ght,  \l  I  hh4  tbnngbt  propwf'^ 
exercise  att  thf  powt^rs  iont^rre^  bv  faw  on  the  <J<weriior  ot  tl^ 
Territory.  It  was  so  with  the  late  Governor  for  Jtlthough  1  wis 
appointed  tosicceed^him  on  the  lOtbdny  of  March,  he  continued 
to  [ifrform  (he  duties  and  received  the  pay  ot  Governor  ui^Ltbe 
fth  d^y  of  April,  when  I  entered. upqn  those  dQti|?s.'  jBm  be,  I 
jlroft,  ^as  ney^  had  an  enenoy  so'  rdendess^  and.  dnCt\^H|j|m^ 
torepreaem tfab^aytn  o1ficiaHmpropriet}%   '    *  '  •"        * 
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MO 

•  ft^eiiMiiMatioB  Aat  I  endorsed  these  Boods  wMi  aktioMrledge 
titwff  reittovai  from  oflke^  has  been  made  Vith  a  WBucorfittniess, 
ilelicaey,  and  jpropriety/  equalled  only  by  thetnattce  in  whtch 
Aatr  instdtiation  was  conceived.  I  repeat  agntti^  that  I  never 
performed  this  or  any  other  official  act,  however  trivial,  after  the 
asoment  of  receiving  that  iDtelligence. 

i  have  nothing  to  conceal  in  relation  to  any  official  Iransac- 
flbnt^myRfe.  1  do  not  claim  an  exemption  from  the  imper- 
fections of  humanity.  I  am  fully  aware  of  my  manifold  errors 
and  improprieties,  but  that  of  wantonly  assailing  (he  feelings  or 
blighting  the  reputation  of  another,  I  trust  is  not  one  of  them, 
beoee  I  intend  this  communication,  only  to  defend  myself  from 
tittjwit  aeeasatibns  without  costing  reflections  on  others 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K*  CALL. 

Secretary's  Office,  Feb.  17th,  1840. 

Sir :  Upon  receiving  yours  of  the  15th  inst.,  I  referred  to  the 
communication  alluded  to,  and  6nd  that  I  <}td  not  uae  the  ex- 
pression which  you  suppose.  My  remark  is  this  :  "  It  fFOold 
teem  by  the  statennent  in  the  last  receipt,  that  the  seal  of  the  Ter- 
iritory  was  affixed  after  I  had  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fce  of  Secretary.  If  so,  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  know  no- 
thing of  the  transaction/'  My  design  in  making  this  state^ 
aient,  seems  to  be  apparent.  It  was  only  to  rebut  the  presump- 
'don  arising  from  the  fact  of  tlie  seal  being  affixed  that  1,  as 
Secretary,  had  affixed  it  to  these  bonds.  In  relation  to  tny  ab- 
sence from  Tallahassee  on  the  20th  December  last,  I  dodfstinct- 
-If  remember  that  I  was  absent.  On  the  Itih  December,  1  took 
lilt  aath  of  office,  and  afterwards  returbed  to  Monticetlo  to  ar^ 
taag^  my  busiaeM  there,*  so  as  to  move  with  my  family  to  this 
friace.  It  was  abont  the  1st  or  2d  of  January,  that  I  returned 
iDTaUabatssce.  I  hope  this  explanation  will  be  satidbctory. 
Yonrs,  very  respectfally, 
(Signed)  J.  McCANTS,  Secretary  of  Fterida. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  foil  wing  Report : 

,  The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  instracted  me  to  RE- 
PORT as  correctly  enrolled: 

A  Resol^itioQ  requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  lay 
before  that  body  the  Constitution  adopted  at  ^t.  Josef^  and  to 
urge  upon  tbern  its  reception,  and  our  desire  to  be  admitted  into 
,  tl)e  national  confederacy. 

SAM'L.  B.  STEPHENS,  Cbairi»an 
Committee  on  EorulM  Bills. 
J    Which  was  concurred  in* 

.  A  wW  U>  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holdiiv 
the  Blectionsfor  Rapreaoq^tiv^  to  the  j^iegi^lfUive  Couaca 
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lot 

from  theC(Hiiittetof  FrankMnand  Calhoan,  was  recrived  Atcra 
the  Senate  amended.  The  House  Vefased  to  concur  inJtM 
-  amendmentft.  and  insisted  on  the  original  bill.  Ordered  that  the 
sa  t)e  be  certified  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  receded  fironn 
their  amendrnenis,  and  the  bill  passed  without  ameodment.  Or- 
dered that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  joint  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  which  bad  been  concurred  in  by  ibm 
House.    Adopted  by  the  ^Senate. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  bill  to  beentitled.  An 
Act  to  provide  the  mode  of  cancelling  the  Faith  Bonds  and 
Guarantees,  with  a  mestsage  from  the  Governor  returning  said 
bill  with  his  objections  thereto.  Tlie  House  proceeded  to  read 
the  said  veto,  and  put  the  bill  on  its  passage;  the  following  was 
the  vote  taken : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Battle,  Blackburn,  Dan- 
ey,  Dell,  Ernest,  Haddock,  Kelly,  Lancaster,  Lewis,  Long, 
Malone,  McKinnon,  McRaeny,  Pent,  Steele,  Stephens,  Tabor, 
Taylor  and  Wesicott— 2L 

Nays — None. 

The  House  was  waited  on  by  a  Committee  of  the  Senate, 
explaining  certain  amendments  to  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act 
to  organize  and  regulate  the  militia  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  to  repeal  ail  former  acts  in  relation  to  the  sanoe;  which 
amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the  House* 

Mr.  Blackburn  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived  to  enable  him 
to  offer  a  resolution :  ' 

On  the  question  of  waivin<;  the  rule  so  that  the  reiolqtion 
mi^lit  be  read  and  put  on  its  passage,  the  ayes  and  noes  being 
called  by  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Lancaster,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas*-.Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Dancy, 
Dell,  Haddock,  Lancaster,  l^wia,  McRaeny,  Steele,  Tabor, 
Taylor  and  Wesicott — 13. 

Navs— Viessrs*  Battle,  Ernest,  Kelly,  Long,  Malone,  Mc|Saa« 
aon,  rent  and  Stephens — 8. 

So  the  House  refused  to  waive  the  rule. 

The  followin;^  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

TxLLiiHAssEE,  March  5th,  ld42. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

1  deem  it  pro'per  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying?  copy  of 
a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  Capt.  George  E.  McClellan, 
of  East  Florida,  giving  an  account  of  a  succession  of  Indiao 
barbarities,  which  have  recently  been  committed  on  that  froo^ 
tier.  From  this,  you  will  perceive  that  the  apprehensions  I . 
expressed  in  my  annual  message  for  the  safety  o£  the  border 
setitaments,  were  not  unfounded. 

In  addition  to  this  distressinj;  intelligence,  I  have  withia  the 
last  two  4ays  been  informed  arsevcraToutrages  committed  by 
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Ii»  IuBmi^  oil  <iwexpoa^  setUaiMitfs  lolhe  west  of  llik 
lotelligefioe  has  pbo  been  received  of  an  attack  oi«de  bjr  tte 
Indiaos  on  two  oompanies  of  U.  Sv  troops,  whtle  on  their  mmnk 
firofB  Tampa  Bay  to  Fort  King;  and  everv  indtcatkm  coociauaa 
to  be  given  by  the  Indiaos  of  ikeir  oayieliiiaK  ^bterminatioQ  to 
romain  in  the  country,  and  to  proaeouie  their  aiur^QFuqe  and 
predatory  warfere.  At  no  time  have  ilie  frontier  aetiteineats 
been  more  unprotected,  andtbere  is  not  »  fasoily  on  ibe  wbole 
southern  border  settlement,  from  Pensaoola  to  Su  Augustine 
whiob  is  aot  hable  to  be  maasacreed  and  plundered  by  tbe 
aava/ves*  The  troops  of  the  government  are  oow  retiring  from 
the  Territory.  A  portion  will  remain ;  but  all  active operationiS 
are,  I  understand,  to  be  suspended ;  and  unless  we  can  oif;anise 
a  force  for  tbe  defence  of  tbe  exposed  settlements,  the  muM  dit- 
a»trous  consequences  may  ensue.  I  have  already  exhaui(te4 
this  sub)i)Ct  in  a  correspojidenoe  which  I  have  bad  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  War»  without  env  beneficial  result.  Our  Del^pate  ia 
CoQgnesji  has  held  a  aseafpus  cprrespondeoce  with  the  same 
funciionary,  wi:h  but  little  more  success. 

The  impi'ession  prevails  at  Washington  that  the  fvar  is  over, 
^od  ihat  many  of  cbe  depredations  committed  on  the  frontier  are 
tbe  aou^  of  white  men,  either  associated  with  the  Indians,  or  aci* 
ing  alone,  prompted  by  a  desire  for  plunder.  However  oufoand^ 
ed  this  belief  may  be,  as  1  am  sure  it  is,  it  has  prodoced  moT 
unfavorable  impresstoos  and  iiijunous  confluences. 

At  ttMS  late  hour  it  is  not  practicable  I  fear  for  as  ta  devise 
any  sufficient  plan  for  the  delen(:e  of  the  exposed  settlements. 
But  late  as  h  is,  I  wonld  respectfully  snggest  tbe  propriety  of 
passing  a  Resolution  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature 
with  regard  to  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  tht  -General  Govern- 
ment of  oroviding  a  more  efficient  defence  for  the  border  setfler 
(nents.  l  would  recommend  that  our  own  troops  be  engaged  in 
that  service,  ^nd  had  I  the  means  of  supponing  them,  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  employ  tliem.  Believing  as  I  do,  that  the  war 
will  never  be  closed  except  by  the  settlemiint  of  the  coupfry,  f 
would  suggest  ibat  the  plan  I  presented  in  1838  for  \be  encour- 
agement of  emigrants,  be  recommended  for  the  (adoption  of  the 
Goveriiment.  Bad  this  plan  been  carried  into  execution,  tiie 
whole  peninsula  would  long  sioc^  have  been  settled,  and  not  a 
biding  pl^ce  woqld  now  be  left  l^o  shelter  the  savage  enemy. 

As  the  lateness  of  the  hojur  precludes  tbe  possibiJity  of  present- 
ipg  a  detailed  plan,  I  woi|ld  suggest  the  pAipri^iy  of  a  Recokk 
tijM)  referfi^  the  «,ub^i  |o  such  person  qr  pejrso*^  as  tbe  Cmoik 
<3ii  may  be  pleaM  t^  defigQate«  with  a|ith^>rity  lo  carresp9n4 
aridi.ihe  jHpper  dapartomnia  of  tbe  Govefun^t. 

B.  E^GAUU 
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LtTtMRiTiiE)  Columbia  Cikr  H  F^ 
aSM  Ftfirsory,  184a. 
W$  ^tt^tlty  k.  K.  CikLL  t 

Sh*— It  is  tirhh  'M^ffi  of  iSfm  Aeepm^  regrMi  ifaat  I  tiAcom* 
1^^  toidrorttt  yoU,  of  one  of  the  iMst  barbtroug  aet^oriodiM 
ffept^^tkms.  On  Thursday  laM^  dt  nodo,  srren  or  eiprhi  ladUm* 
were  discovered  in  half  lo  three  qoaftei^  of  a  nilie  of  my  booft^ 
making  towards  a  Deighboui'ifig  hoMtk  I  immeilialeiy  sent  a 
ruifner  to  that  hoosei  lo  appriie  them — and  throu^  tbe  lieigb- 
borbood  for  the  same  puporse  ;  bnt  before  the  news  eooM  re^ck 
aiound,  a  Mr. Richard  Tultts's  family,  about  iwomileB  from  me, 

Sie  being  absent  on  business),  fell  victhns  to  their  barbarity^  in 
e  fol toiling  distressing  manner.  THe  lady,  Mrs.  T.  was  shot 
dead  i  a  youtig  lady,  who  was  staying  there,  attempted  to  Mrd 
off  with  Mrs.  T.'s  infant,  two  weeks  old,  bat  was  rdn  after  by  M 
Indian,  overtaken,  knocked  down  with  the  limb  of  a  tree,  and 
stabbed  under  each  arm,  (or  bearly  so,)  to  the  hollow :  she  is  yet 
alive  ;  a  little  girl,  8  years  old,  was  shot  with  an  arrow  in  th^ 
back,  the  barb  or  spike,  made  oi  iron,  severitig  off  part  of  the 
b^ioe,  and  lodging  under  a  rib :  she  died  last  night ;  k  ittl^ 
boy,  six  years  old«  was  shot  with  an  arrow  in  the  back,  near  th^ 
bone,  and  came  out  near  the  navel  x  he  is  yet  alive  ;  the  next 
oldest  was  killed  dead  with  an  arrow  ;  and  the  next  oldesti  a  boy, 
was  iibot  through  tbe  body,  and  died  oo  t^riday  night.  AH  of 
the  children  were  shot,  and  the  arrows  left  in  them,  except  the 
isfBtH,  which  waft  fkot  Mtedrrii|Hed.  Tbe  bouse  was  stripped,  and 
the  Isdians  made  then*  es^^ape*  I  purmied  them  the  next  day 
with  tweutyofdur  men,  but  did  not  overtake  them  till  they  bad 
erdssed  the  Suwannee,  nod  bn  tbe  oppoiite  bank  ihpy  were  dis- 
Mvered,  but  out  of  gun  shot,  and  no  possibility  of  crossing  thtf 
fiver\.  Thus  were  we  dbappointed  of  revt;nge  Tbe  steamboKti 
that  came  after  the  troope  At  Fort  Mai^omir,  as  I  am  uMi  oil  itl^ 
i^tui^n  discovert,  o¥  the  ttien  on  her  saw,  Indian  rafts  on  fhi» 
side  the  river,  and  neither  destroyed  them,  pursued  the  Indimn^ 
nor  hiformed  its  of  h.  However,  Major  Raines,  at  Fort  White,, 
came  with  the  Doctor  f^otn  thkt  plaee^  to  see  the  wdundM  tf* 
Putfik's  family,  and  promised  to  do  alf  i^his  power  H^ros ;  eo 
rec^ivtbg  iiifbrrtdation  of  this  murder,  he  sent  ft>^  aid  to  C(Mrtp 
Fanning,  and  a  com(>any  of  dragoons  were  m  inMiedfUt^y,  or  « 
^  soon  as  possible,  dnd  return^  to  Can^p  F.  to  retrois  tine 
river,  and  come  up  after  them,  but  ala$^  it  U  too  late;  they  tM^ 
Dot,  1  fear,  overtake  them. 

Teaterday  aboni  ten  in  the  morning,  they  Mdd6  ati  M^ck  tA 
Mr.t  >8teen's  bouse,  one  and  a  half  miles  frOnft  the  Natural  Bridge, 
on  the  Santa-Fee  river,  killed  Mrs.  O.  and  #ere  still  fifihg  oit 
tbe  houjie  wb'^n  the  express  left  for  Alligator.  The  partictUlurt 
of  this  transaction  are  yet  to  be  learned.  1  start  off  again  to-mor- 
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row  a/tec  ihetoi.  SigBf  kat  be^  made  in  a  few  miletof  this,  tm 
day's  tifice.  Uoless  we  get  aid  speedily,  the  couotry  most  be 
abandom^.  Not  a  soldier  is  on  the  frontier  of  this  couoqr,  e^ 
ctfM  at  Fort  Whke,  IPHving  Saalfi-Fee  a^jd  Sawanoee  free  for 
them  to  live  on4  This  is  proieclum.  I  have  stated  this  much, 
Ihat  ydo  may  be  carrectly  informed  of  ioaxters  in.  this  viciaitjt 
hoping  to.  bear  from  you  soon. 

I  am«  Sir,  yoqr  ob*t  ser't, 

f  Signed;  GBO.  E.  McClelland. 

.    Which  was  read. 

JUr.  Westcott  ofiered  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaolvs^  That  a  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  Governor 
pf  this  Tetrilory,  and  the  accompanying  letter  of  Captain  Mc- 
Clelland, be  transmitted  to  the  Hon,  David  Levy,  Delegate  in 
Confirress,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  lav  the  same  before  the 
president,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Congress. 

Mr.  Delloflfered  the  following  amendment  which  was  accep- 
ted by  the  mover : 

Resolved  further.  That  the  imputations  tried  to  be  cast  against 
the  citizens  of  our  Territory,  saying  that  depredations  are  com- 
mitted by  them  and  charged  to  the  Indians,  in  the  belief  of  the 
members' of  tlie  Legislative  Council,  are  false  and  without  foun- 
dation. 

Which  were  adopted  unanimously. 

,  The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  report  the  following  act  as 
correctly  enrolled : 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  compensatfOt)  of  the  officers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  for  the  Session  of  1842.  and  for  other  par- 
poses.  SAML.  B.  STEPHENS,  ChaiVo^ 

The  House  i»eceived  from  the  Senate  An  Act  to  alter  iKe 
law  regulating  the  taking  testimony  in  Chancery  causes,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  Senate  insists  on  the  insertion  of  tho 
11th  ^section,  which  was  laid  (m  the  table* 

The  House  received  from  the  Governor  the  following  mes- 
sage: 

TALLiVHASSSE,  5ih  Marcb,  1642. 
To  the  Legislative  Courudl  of  Florida^' 

I  herewith  nommate  Richard  H.  Long  for  the  office  of  Judga 
of  the  County  Court  of  Jackson  County.  R.  K.^ALL. 

The  oomuuition  of  Richard  H.  Long;  for  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  Jackson  County,,  was  advised  and  coo* 
aeoted  to. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  on  finrolled  Bills,  made 
tlie  following  roport : 

TheC^romiueeon  Enrolled  Bills  REPORT  the  followinjf  as 
correctly eorol led:  ,   * 

A  resolution  respecting. the  Capitol  and  its  furniture; 

An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  election  for  represen* 
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tatives  in  the  LegisIatiTe  Council  from  the  Counties  of  Fra|J(liB 
and  Calhoun.  SAM'L.  B.  STEPHENS. 

Chairman  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills, 

The  House  was  waited  on  by  a  Commilloe  of  ihe  Senate,  to 
inform  them  thai  they  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  unite  with  a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  inform  him 
that  both  Houses  were  ready  to  adjourn,  and  to  ask  him  if  he 
had  any  further  messages  to  communicate  to  the  Legislative 
Council.  Messrs.  Tabor,  Lancaster  and  Dancy  were  appointed 
a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  offerea  the  following  resolution : 

Itesolveif  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  tendered  to  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  W.  Walker,  /Speaker  of  the  House  of  /Zepre^ 
sentfttives,  for  the  able,  dignified  and  impartial  manner  ia  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  station. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Ernest  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  Hugh 
Archer,  Chief  Clerk  thereof,  for  the  faiiht^l  and  able  manner  hO' 
has  discharged  his  arduous  duties  during  iu  present  session* 

Which  was  ut^nimously  adopted. 

Messrs.  Lancaster,  Blackburn  and  ^Stephens,  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  ^^enate,  and  ask  for  the  Governor^* 
veto  message  accompanying  the  compensation  bill.  Said  com* 
mittee  reported  they  had' performed  that  duty,  and  the  message 
was  read. 

A  Committee  of  the  iSenate  waited  on  the  House,  and  reqtiest- 
ed  a  conference  with  the  Compensation  Committee  of  the  Houser 
which  was  granted. 

.  The  following  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor: 

To  the  .Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  have  approved  the  following  Acts  and  Resoludons : 

An  Act  concerning  roads,  highways  and  ferries. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Solomon  Zipperer  .to  establish  a  ferry 
across  the  Suwannee  rvier. 
'     An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  therein  named. 

An  Act  relating  to  offences  not  heretofore  designated. 

An  Act  to  organize  the  militia  of  the  Territory,  and  to  repeal      ^ 
all  other  acts  in  relation  to  the  same. 

A  Resolntion  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procore 
an  appropriation  to  repair  the  mail  route  from  Sf  arianna  to  La 
CSrange.  • 

An  Act  for  the  reHef  of  the  widow  of  Femando  Low. 

An  Act  concerning  jurisdiction  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

A  Besolution  to  suspend. the  assessment  and  collection^ of  the 
•revenue  laws  of  the  Territory. 
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An  Act  to  authorize  Cyprian  T.  Jenkins  to  establish  a  Feny 
on  the  Withlacoochie  river. 

A  Resolution  requesting  our  Delegajte  in  Congress  to  urge  the 
admission  of  Florida  into  the  National  confederacy. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  future  migration  of  free  negros  or  mil- 
lattos  to  this  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton. 

An  Act  respecting  Executions. 

A  Resolution  directing  the  Commissioner  of  the  eity  of  Tal- 
lahassee to  take  charge  of  the  capitol. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  change  tlie  time  for  holding  the  electioe 
for  Representatives  in  the  Legislative  Council  from  the  Coaalies 
of  Calhoun  and  Franklin. 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Which  was  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  m  con- 
nection with  the  Committee  of  the  /Senate,  to  confer  ob  the 
Compensation  Bill,  reported  that  there  was  no  proapecl  of 
^reement 

The  Committee  from  the  /Senate  returned  the  Compensatioa 
bill  with  the  followmg  amendment  and  message: 

The  Compensation  Bill  amended  by  striking  out  of  the  pay  c^ 
the  printer  of  the  Senate,  for  the  word  "  five**  Insert  *•  three^ 
and  for  the  printer  of  the  House  of  iZepresentatives  strike  oal 
**  nine"  and  insert  «  six."         (Attest)    J.  /S.  J?OBIN/SON, 

Secretary  of  Seniie. 
.    The  House  tefused  to  concur  in  said  amendments. 

Messrs.  Stephens,  Kelly,  Steele  and  Ernest  were  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Examination  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  reqaetl^ 
ed  to  report  on  the  Printers'  Accounts  as  early  as  practicable* 

The  committee,  by  their  chairman,  Mr.  Stephens,  reported 
that  they  could  not  have  time  to  make  the  examination,  as  \kit 
Senate  was  on  the  eveof  adjournment. 

Messrs.  Lancaster,  ELclly  and  Steele  were  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Senate  and  inform  that  body  that  the  House  accepts  of 
their  amendment  to  the  compensation  Bilk 

Mr.  Lancaster  reported  that  the  committee  had  perfomed  that 
duty,  and  that  the  Bill  would  be  sent  to  the  Governor  for  his  ap- 
proval forthwith. 

Mr.  Lancaster  offered  the  following  Resolution : 

Meiolved^  That  this  House  consider  the  amount  of  $5944  47i 
allowed, by  the  compensation  Bill,  which  has  passed  this  Home 
and  been  rejected,  is  justly  due  to  S.  S.  Sibley,  printer  of  this 
House,  and  should  be  paid ;  but  as  a  failure  to  pa^s  the  cooipeii- 
sation  bill  would  do  itijustice  to  the  officers  of  the  House,  by  de- 
lay of  the  payment  of  their  claims,  this  House  has  agreed  to  lei* 
sen  Mr«  Sible/s  bill  according  to  the  ameBdaMuU  of  t}ie  3ei|9l^, 
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but  place  this  resolution  on  the  nunntet  of  tMt  Home,  for  die 
benefit  of 'Mr«  SiUey  hereafter* 

Which  was  adopted  nnanimously. 

Mr  LapK:aster>  hom  tfae.  coaimktoe  a^P^i^^^^^  miti<«i'Vit 
Kxoellenoy  ibe  Governor,  repotted  they  bad)perfi>rkneil*thl(tid«Ve 
and  that  His  Exttellenoy  the  Governor  hadi^  fidrtlKie  cmimm^ 
oatioatoibake.to  tkefioase^  •      '   ^  • 

Thei  House  reee'med  from,  the  Sena^eia^^eiteage  istalbig  4bM4lM 
ooitipeiMia^oo  biU  had  passed  the  Stoiiale>iinaiMseasiyj'  -!IHiAbtt 
UKaipuloii-  itfrpassi^e^  and  the  voteaover  the  Ghn'teofflk^YaMi 
wereas'followa: 

Yeas^Sf  r;  Spesiser^  Messes*  A*nou«  Baltb^  BidGkbanwDMi! 
cy,  DelL  Ernest,  £dwards,  Haddick,  Kellyv  Lencasi^  LeUm^ 
Loeg«  McRkuiQa,  McBaeoy,  Pent,  Aede,  SlaptieDs,  TabofiM* 

Taylof  ■  M.  '**.'  =  '* 

Nays-*-nenei  *  ' 

The  HMse  adjenrtiedf  «JM0  dn^ 
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Tbt  nbdartigtied  begs  leave  to  enter  Mt  Protest  againtt  the 
to«rse  pursued  in  to-dey,  with  referepee  to  the  bill  to  be  entitled 
^  An  Act  respectine  Executions.''  When  the  first  bill  introdu- 
ced by  CoL  Kiackbum,  of  Jefferson,  was  before  the  Housetuni 
BkHrise  wben  this  biH  proposed  as  a  substitute  by  Mr.  Stepli«-nS| 
^Oadsden,  was  under  coonderation,  the  undersigned  advocs^ 
ikm  policy  of  adopdng  measures  calculated  to  afford  aoaw  relief 
to  a  community  suffering  the  most  extreme  pecaniary  distress. 
Th^t  disttees  he  attributes  diidly  to  the  banks  of  this  Territory 
and  the  wild  and  reckless  courses  they  have  pursued.  In  omh 
imrim  with  the  two  bills  heretofore  indt>dDGed  by  the  unders%u- 
odt  one  ^*  to  secure  the  People  of  Florida  from  the  evils  of  a  de» 
depreciated  currency /*-*the  other,  '*to  enable  creditors  of 
bstoks  to  collect  their  debts  out  of  the  assets  of  Banks  in  lawful 
money*"  and  in  comiexum  also  wiih  the  bill  reported  b^  the 
Committee  on  Coporations  to  amend  ike  chwier  of  Ike  Vnum 
Bank  of  Florida^  all  of  which  passed  both  Houses,  he  regarded 
this  bill  as  being  of  salutary  tendencv.  He  voted  for  it  wUk  ikooe 
Mis,  composing  a  system  ofreUetio  the  debtor  class,  without 
impairing  the  righu  or  interests  of  the  creiUor  class.  The  three 
first  bills  were  intended  to  reach  the  cause  of  the  distress— this 
only  looked  to  the  effect  which  had  already  taken  place.  As 
theae  bills  have,  however,  been  vetoed^  and  as  it  b  known  they 
will  not  pass  both  Houses  by  the  requisite  maiority,  the  under- 
dersigned  believes  this  bill  should  not  pass.  With  those  bills  bo 
believes  the  effect  of  this  would  have  been  beneficial  to  the  whole 
community  ;  without  those  bills  he  believes  that  effect  will  be  in- 
jurious to  all  except  the  officers  of  the  Courts,  and  perhaps  the 
banks  and  a  few  of^  tkeir  debtors.  Without  the  other  bills  this  b 
calculated  to  perpetuate  the  evik  caused  by  the  course  of  the 
banks  at  least  another  year.  With  these  views  had  the  under- 
signed not  been  detained  from  the  House  by  indisposition  of  his 
fiiroily  this  morning,  when  the  Senate  after  having  previously 
deflated  this  bill  and  sent  it  back  to  the  House,  asked  for  iu  roi- 
tum  to  that  body,  he  would  have  taken  such  course  as  would 
bate  been  proper  to  prevent  iu  passage  into  a  law. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 
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DOCUMENTS 

WHICH  AOCOMPAJTfD  TH9 

GOVERNOR 'S    MESSACa 
To  ^  Legiskdhe  Council. 


TALLAHASSE  28th  October  184L 
8ir: 

it  has  oecome  my  paiBfiiil  duty  to  report  to  you  a  series  of  hfe- 
^iaon  depredations  which  have  recently  been  committed  on  this  fnm» 
Ijer.  Within  the  last  week,  three  different  attacks  have  been  mad^ 
and  six  murders  of  the  most  attrocious  character  have  been  perpe. 
irated.  The  first  was  a  night  attack  on  a  iamily  in  the  houA 
where  they  resided  near  the  Suwannee  River.  Two  children  W^ 
murdered  the  mother  severely  wounded.  The  balance  of  the  family 
scaped  uninjured,  but  the  House  was  plundered,  and  burnt 
The  second  attack  occurred  about  thirty  miles  from  thii 
j^tace.  A  party  while  hunting  near  their  residences,  wip 
fired  on  by  the  Indians,  and  one  man  (a  negro)  killed;. 
Tho  third  outrage  was  oommitted  not  more  than  sixteen  or 
•ighteen  miles  from  this  place*  A  party  of  seven  persons,  on  on* 
•f  the  principal  highways  of  the  country  was  attacked  by  a  lar^f^ 
hody  of  Indians.  They  were  armed,  and  defended  themselves  ^f 
returning  the  fire  of  the  Savages,  but  three  of  them  were  killed, 
and  the  rest,  consisting  of  one  man  and  wotnao  and  two  boys  saved 
themselves  by  (light,  leaving  their  lifeless  campanions  to  be  8trip€«4 
aod  plundered. 

In  regard  to  the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  fron- 
tier, I  beg  leave  respectfully,   to  re<&r  you  -to  my  letter  of  the  Irt 
•f  Sept.  last  addressed  to  your  predecessor  in  office.  Recent  eyenH 
^▼0  butconfi  med  the  opinions  therein  expr  tsed  and  I  now.  xenew 
tJbe  proposition  made  tb  him,  to  withdraw  the  To^lar  tfoopa  from  thi^ 
ihmtier,  and  employ  them  in  the  active  prosecution  4)f  tt^  wa/;**^ 
'  With  a  volunteer  force  of  hardy  woodamten  of  th^  country,  avd  of 
mot  more  than  one  half  of  the  nominal  st/ength  of  the  regular  Trqopi 
t^fmployed  in  this  servioe,  and  I  will  g^iaranteetkc  $a(b^  of  the  fro^ 
•Iter  aMtlenient.    I  hope  air,  ycHi  wiU  «<g4  consider  mt :  imjpp(tHmti|> 
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in  80  often  urging  the  ado[>tion  of  this  measure  on  the  Departnieot, 
as  I  am  actuated  alone  by  a  sense  of  duty^  which  impels  me  tt> 
claim  for  the  defenceless  citizens  of  this  Territory,  that  protectioo 
which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  Government.  I  ^>eak 
froth  my  own  personal  .observation  during  the  last  dye  years,  wheo 
I  say  to  you  that  the  only  periods  of  tranquility  we  have  enjoyed 
durihg  that  period  have  been  those,  in  which  we  have  been  dee- 
ded by  volunteers  and  militia.  And  you  may  rest  assured  Sir,  bat 
to  close  the  war  within  the  next  twelve  months,  you  will  require, 
the  n^ost  aetw^  Operations  of  all  the  Regular  Troop  you  may  b* 
able  to  employ  in  that  service. 

V«ry  rca^ectfully 

Your  Ob't  Serv't, 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  J.  C.  SpBifcEB, 
Sec.  of  War. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR, 
Washington,  Nov.  10  1841, 


\- 


^    ,,  ;     I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  letter 

^  >ho.28th  of  October. 

t  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  that  Col.  Worth,  commanding  the 

TTroops  in  Florida,  has  been  kept  regurlarly  advised  of  your 
f  views  and  opinions,  and  this  Department  has  full  confidence  in  his 
« du> position  iaud  ability  to  do  every  thing  that  may  be  advisable  ui 

reiatjon  to  the  war  which  we  believe  will  soon  terminate. 
.T      I  Very  respectfully, 

* '.  Your  Ob't  Serv't 

t .  (Signed)  J.  C.  SPENCER.  ^ 

^li  ExciilLBNff,  R.  K.  Call,  4 

"  "GoTernorof  Florida, 
"  "^  '  Tallahasse,  Fla. 


I 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE 

"'    '  "  Washwoton,  Nov.  9th  IWl. 

^^*  '  I  tesf^clftitlf  enclose  he<rewith,  for  you?  infimtsildcni,  a  oopy 
ofMsEx©elt#ney  Governor  Call's  conmiunioation  to  the  SeoretaiV 
^«ff  War,  ddted*  the  ?28th  of  October,  relative  to  the  pwseot  state  of 
♦iflWrs  hY  FltoVidri:  Annexwl  t^iereto,  you  will  find  ad  extract  of  « 
^Strn^f  l^^of-1h«i'Goveftiof*s,  dat^  the  let  of  Sepleftober,  on  ti» 
«fcfrie 'sui>}<^t,*» "Snt t  ^hfevtewt  n-e>atire to t^e-employmeiit of imiM- 
tia,  (not  volunteers  for  there  is  no  legal  authority  to  employ  vohm^ 
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leer*.)  However  much  the  views  of  his  Excellency  are  entitled 
to  respectful  consideration,  yet,  charged  as  you  are  with  the 
conduct  of  aflhirs  in  Florida,  and'  not  doabting'  that  yoii,  will 
whenever  you  think  it  necessary,  recommend  the  adoption  of  nay 
measure,  calculated  to  promote  the  Public  service,  either  with  #3- 
gard  to  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  frontiers,  or  thi3 
effcient  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the  interior,  special  suggestions.^ 
from  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Army,  at  this  time,  are  deemed  to  be-, 
unnessary.  ; 

It  appears  from  the  records,  that  you  were  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  Secretary's  answer  of  Sept.  17th  to  Governor  Call's  com- 
munication of  the  first  of  that  Month. 

I  am  Sir,  Very  Respectfully 
Your  Ob'd't  Serv't 
(Signed)  R.  JONES,  Adj't  Gen. 

OOL.    W.    J.    WORTIT, 

, ,  '.         Commander  of  Army  in  Florida, 

#  Tampa  Bay.  ,  , 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  FLORIDA, 

Fort  Brook,  June  2d,  1841.  S        * ' 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,   that  by  di- 
rection of  the  honorable   Secretary  of  War,  I  have  assumed   th* 
command  of  the  Army  of  Florida. 

Major  Wilson,  commanding  the  western  military  district  has 
been  instructed  to  make  certain  dispositions  of  his  troops,  in  accor- 
dance with  your  su^estions  under  date  of  the  17th  Ultimo.  I  have 
also^orcjored  that  Officer  to  coinmunicate  freely  w'nh,  and  i^ive  every 
con^deration  to  such  sugc^estions  aq  your  Excellency  may  be  pleas- 
otl  to  make.  My  first  eifort  will  be  directed  to  clear  the  country, 
between  the  Withlacoochie  and  frontier  settlements,  of  the  small 
but  d?.speratc  bands  of  Indians.  I'Tiat  most  desirable  object  onc<f 
obtained,  we  can  turn  attention  with  better  prospect  of  success  to 
the  Snuthcrn  hostile. 

^Any    communications  you  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  me   will 
receive  the  prompt  and  respectful  attention  of 
Sir 

Your  most  Ob't  Serv't    '  '       '■ 

(Signed)  W.  J.  WORTH. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  ^ 

Governor  of  Florida. 


i 
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[Correipoliihnce  in  regard  U  the  Pm$aeala  FaUh  &m^.] 

Tbe  Tonitarf  of  Fload& 

To  the  Bark  of  the  United  States:  Dr. 

For  payment  made  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  at  London,  for  interert  due  o# 
Tontacola  and  Fiuhda  Bondd,  <$5f)0,000,  paid  for  the  hctior  of  the  Tcnitaqp^ 
^.: 

IntertatdueJanoary  lift,  1840,  ....  915,000 

"         **    July  lat,  •*,...•-  15,000 

930,000 
With  interest  from  days  of  payment. 


BANK  OF  TlIE  UNITED  STATES,  > 
Maech  3d,  1841.  S 

Pin  Above  I  hare  the  honor  to  tranrmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Ftate^meiit  of 
monies  advanced  by  the  Bank  for  tlie  credit  of  tlic  Territory  of  Florida,  which  is 
II  tw  due.     Nv>  prorieion  having  boon  made  by  the  Territorial  Government  for  tks 

Eymeat  of  this  intereHt,  its  securities  would  have  become  valueless  if  the  Bank 
d  not  advanced  the  funds.  I  would  rcFpectfuHy  caU  the  attention  of  yoor  £^ 
«;llGncy  to  this  debt,  and  revest  that  cariy  arrange nKiit  may  be  made  ior  ita  1*. 
f(uidaticn. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be  very  rerpectftdly, 
-     Mojft  obt.  Bcvt. 

(Sij^ned)  T.  DUNLAP,  FretidetU. 

Vb  his  Excellency 

UOBKRT   HaTMO.ND   ReID, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 


ExEruf  ivE  Department,  > 
Tallahassee,  March  !KHh,  1841.      J 

Sir:  1  have  received  your  letter  containing  an  account  stated 
Against  the  Territory  of  Flofkla,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?, 
'*  for  payment  made  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  in  London,  fior  intc  r- 
est  due  ')n  Pensacola  and  Florida  l)onds,  8>00,000,  for  the  honor  of 
ihe  Territory,  viz:  interest  due  first  January,  1840,  Isl  July  (sanm 
year)  S30,')bo,  with  interest  from  day  of  payiiiCnt." 

In  the  letter  annexed  to  this  statement,  y(>u  5>ay  you  have  transnoit- 
!•  d  *'  a  statement  of  monien  advanced  by  the  bank  for  the  credit  ^^f 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  which  is  now  due.*'  You  proceed  to  r(*- 
fjiark  that,  "  No  provision  having  been  made  by  the  Territorial  Gov* 
f  rnment,  ^ot  the  payment  of  this  interest,  its  sccuiities  would  have 
U-conie  valueless,  if  the  bank  had  not  advanced  the  funds:"  and 
you  call  my  attention  to  this  "  debt,"  and  **  request  that  early  ar- 
rangnments  may  be  made  for  its  liquidation." 

I  am  oblged  to  consider  it  a  very  singular  circumstance,  that  no- 
\^'Z^  of  the  non. payment  of  interest,  by  the  bank  of  Pensacola,  upoa 
^o  ids  for  $500,000,  which  interest  was  due  on  the  Ist  January,  aad 
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Varch,  1841,  to  tli#  Territorial  Ooverbm^mt.  t*Bere  is  M  negled^ 
and  <felkyf  in  gMag  Buoh  notioe,  which  does  not  belong  to  thebuA* 
Bess  habits  of  business  men ;  and  upon  this  ground  albtie,  the  t^iM- 
tory  might  resist,  with  propriety,  the  paym^it  of  the  sum  claimed  la 
be  due ;  but  under  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  case,  I  do  aol 
fee)  authorised  to  resort  to  any  of  the  measures  which  might  be  madi 
available  to  thf^  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating,  what  yo« 
Sire  pleas^l  to  call,  **  a  debt^*'  ' 

I  very  much  wish  your  Oonmiunication;  had  been  made  at  an  eat* 
lie^day,  and  when  it  would  have  beeJi  ini 
(he  Legislatire  Council,  the  adjournment  < 
4th  inst.  I  have  not  the  authority  to  call  a  special  < 
the  Council,  but  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  on  the  first  Monday  U^ 
i[anuary  next,  the  £xecutive  will  communicate  your  letter,  and  thei^ 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  will  decide  u|^ 
00  this  important  subject^  (important  to  the  General  as  well  as  Ter- 
ritorial Governments^)  as  justice  and  the  rights  of  their  constitu^iilp 
•halt  require  at  their  hands. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        ROBERT  RAYMOND  REDDt. 
Thomlas  Dvnlap,  Esq. 

Pnsidentof  the  Bank  of  the  United.  States. 


Bankcfike  United  StaU9,  26/A  A^rO,  1641. 
Sir — ^I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  tfep 
United  States  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  letter  and  resolfition, 
by  the  perusal  of  which  you  will  be  made  acquainted  with  the  kna|- 
ters  to  which  they  refer.  As  the  interest,  of  which  the  payment  ll 
asked,  was  advanced  for  credit  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  1  feel 
myself  authorized  to  request  that,  you  will  give  to  the  subjetJt  yotu 
immediate  attention,  so  that  as  little  delay  as  possible,  may  be  madr 
in  the  reimbursement  to  the  Bank  of  the  amount  which  is  due  to  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfullv  Your  ob't,  Ser'vt 
(Signed)  WM.  DRAYTON,  Prettda^t. 

Td  the  Governor  of  the  T^rrkory  of  Florida. 


(Cbpv.) 

The  Territory  of  Florida,  to  the  Banlk  of  the  tfnifed  States,      lit. 

For  payments  made  by  the  Asent  ol  ihe  Bank  in  toodon  for  iffiifrm 
loe  on Pensscola'aad  FkKida  Bonds,  9500,^00',  paidforthefaonotofli^ 
TarrlforjiVia. 
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i.  ^     . ...     ■    ^  mjm 

yi^Uiifkieji^st  from  pays  of  payment.  ^  .  .  ^ 

Ot  h  »!  I  ♦     . 

*^    '"  '    *  '  Bankof  the  tfnited  States, 

"-'.  '"'•  ••  March  3d,  1841. 

To  bis  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 
ir. »  rtf,  •.'.  V  '  GkoTcnior  of  the  Territory  of  Plorida. 
If  Stif^^AWve  1  bav«,  ihc  iK>iK)r  to  iraosniit  to  your  KxcellCBoy,  adtale-i 

i\'^M  mouieb  adir^fice^  by  the  Bank,  for  the  credit  of  tbeTenitqfy  of 
loj^da  which  arc  now  (jue.  Nq  prprision  having  been  made  by  the 
Vrruyriiil  Govern  meal  i'ov  this  payment  of  interest,  its  securities  would 
kvk  1iei?n  valuless,  if  thr  Bank  had  not  advanced  the  funds.  1  would 
Wflpectfully  call  the  attrn^ion  of  your  Excellency  to  this  debt,  and  re- 
(fi^sl'thai  eailf  armn^cNitintsroay  be  made  for  its  li<iuidation. 
•»VJ'  J  have  tlie  ikjDor  10  be  very  restpectfully, 

Hi..      >.  .  YooriExcellencyV  most  oht.  servt. 

(Signed)  T.  DUNLAP,  Presl.  , 


0    .'[  • 

The  Committee  on  Exchange,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  13th  instant,  ^ 
conmiunication  from  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Floru 
da,  stating  that  tlie  acootant  of  the  Bank  against  that  Tetritory,  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  late  President  of  the  institution,  would  be  submitted  to 
the  Legislative  Council  in  January  next, 

REPORT : 

That  the  account  referred  to  was  for  a  claim  of  the  Bank  for  interort  paid  for 
iho  hIrftA-  of  t>MT«m'tdry  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  in  London,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
«iiry  Hud  JMof  July,  1840,.aQMunting  to  $30,000^  with  interest  fmadnie  of  pay. 
jfiff^^\ B^  carlain  bonds  guaranteed  by  that  Territory.  The  Committee  would  nr* 
.  ommcnld  that  another  communication  should  be  addressed  to  the  proper  autiiori- 
tie-B.  Vfth  a  request  that  it  might  receive  early  attention.  They,  therefore,  recom- 
%ciidlh^'<»d(iption  by  the  Board  of  the  foltowing  Resolution. 
*  t'Me^lfMj.  That  the  Prefident  be  requected  to  tianamit  to  the  Governor  of  FUn 
f  ida^aeother  copy  .of  the  account  of  the  Bank  against  that  Territory,  with  a  re. 
uucst  that  as  the  amount  claimed  was  paid  by  the  Bank  to  save  the  Territory  from 
oishohor,  pearly  arrangements  may  be  made  for  its  liquidation. 

•        '   '•       •     Extract  from  Minutes,  Bank  United  States,  April  ID,  1841. 


TALMHASSEE  2Ut  May  1841. 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  20th  Ultimo  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  my 
predecessor,  and  copies  of  serefal  nesolutions  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  .the  Raited  States  Bank,  ja^x^ompanied  with  anac- 
c^ynt. against  this  Tpr/itory  for  thirty^ thousand  dollars,  alleged  ta 
l)^y^  ])een  paid  by  t)ie  ageJits  of  the  banJf;  of  the  Upited  .  States,,  in 
London,  for  interest  due  on  Penacola,  and  Florida  Bondai  to.save/tkil^ 
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<fr^Mtito]!y  from,  4iab<Mioc;''  Krom  tlie ^n^^  of  tbe  oommilloe^Dr 
exchange  accompanying  the  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  c»ii 
Dxrec^rs,  it  appears,  that  my  predeoessor  promised,  in  reply  to  the 
I^tter  of  the  president  of  the  Bank,  to  submit  the  account  againab 
the  Territory,  to  theXiegislative  Council  in  January  next.  This  J 
presume  is  all  that  he  could  with  propriety  have  undertaken  to  do. 
For  though  the  sum  clalme!d,is  alleged  to  have  been  paid  on  the  1st  of 
Jan.  and  1st  of  July  1840,  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  had  no  jaotieet 
of  such  payment,  until  the  receipt  of  the  letter  fr'?mthe  president  of 
the  Bank  dated  the  dd  of  March  1841,  subsequent  to  the  last  ad« 
JQumment  of  the  Legislative  Council.  This  is  of  itself  a  saisfao* 
tory  reason  why  no  provision  has  been  made  to  meet  this  demands— ^ 
And  even  if  the  justice  of  the  claim  was  unquestionable,  (which  I 
am  not  prepared  to  admit)  it  could  scarcely  have  been  presumed  that 
the  Treasury  of  a  Territory  too  limited  ia  its  resources  to  claim  an 
admittance  into  the  Union,  should  have  so  large  a  sum  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Executive,  to  meet  a  contingent  and  unexpected  demand.-— 
Should  I  be  the  governor  of  this  Territory,  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislative  council,  I  shall  not  fail  to  present  this  claim  for  its  con- 
sideration.   . 

In  the  mean  time  I  will  endeavour  to  investigate  its  merits,  and 
should  I  find  the  Territory  bound  to  satisfy- this  demand,  I  shall  use 
every  effort  in  my  power  to  vindicate  its  honor,  by  meeeting  the  res- 
ponsibility, and  discharging  the  obligation.  .    ^ 
;  lam  Sir, 

Very  Respectfully 
Your  Ob't.  Serv't 
(Signed)  R.K.CALL. 

'    Mr.  Wm.  Db ayton, 
Pres.  U,  S.  Bank. 
Philadelphia. 


BANK  UNITED  STATES ; 
Pailadelphia,  Sept.  28th  1841. 
.    Sir: 

Your  letterof  the  29th  July  addressed  to  my  predecessor, 
was  duly  received.  The  change  which  has  taken  place  in  thft 
^ief  officer,  of  the  Bank,  and  other  arrangements  in  regard 
to  the  management  of  its  affairs  have  prevented  an  earlier  acknowl* 
edgement  of  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 

Although  your  predecessor's  letter  of  the  30th  March  laat,  and- 
yours  of  the  21st  May  did  not  authorize  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
expect  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the  Bank  upon  the  Territory  of 
f*lorida,  for  interest  advanced  by  the  Bank  in  London,  on  Bonds  of 
Ihe  Territory,  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  Legislative  CkniQcil. 
yet  they  were  rjol  prepared  to  expect  that  the  responsibility  of  tha 
Territory  for  the  interest  in  question  would  be  disputed;  or  even' 
Uiatit  would  be  insisted  on,  that  the  re^)oii9ibility   could,  not  arise. 
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«bdl  the  Bluik  of  FenMi^k  «mi  its  Sftooklioldtors  tfaftH   h^ve  be#i 
piDseented  to  Bankruptcy. 

As  the  Direetors  of  this  Baak  vieir  the  matter  very  differently 
At>m  you  they  submit  the  whole  matter  to  their  solicitor.  Tlial^ 
Gentleman  has  examined  the  subject  with  great  care  and  has  drawtl- 
tip  an  opinion  on  the  case,  which  to  them  appears  vi^ry  clear  and 
satisfactory.  By  their  direction  I  now  enclose  it  to  you ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  give  it  a  careful  examination  ;  and  1  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  the  result  of  such  an  examination  will  bo,  to  in- 
duce you  to  recommend  the  claim  of  the  Bank  to  the  favorable  coo^ 
0ideration  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  at  its  next 
meeting. 

I  am  Sir  Very  respectfully 
Ob't  Servant. 
(Signed)  J.  ROBERTSON, 

GBit'L  R.  K.  Call, 
Governor  of  Florida. 


OPINION. 

On  the  liability  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  repay  the  amount 
of  interest  advanced  upon  the  Pensacola  Bank  Bonds  by  the  agent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  London,  in  January  and 
July  1840. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December  1834,  the  Legislature  of  tht 
State  of  Alabama  passed  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  subcsribcrs  totha 
Alabama,  Florida  aud  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company,  which  road 
was  to  be  constructed  from  or  near  the  town  of  Columbus  in  tha 
State  of  Georgia  to  the  line  between  Alabama  and  the  Territory  of"- 
Florida,  in  the  most  elogible  direction  to  the  city  of  Pepsacola  in 
f»aid  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  January  1835,  the  Governor  and  Lofrislativt 
Council  of  Florida  passed  an  Act  to  authorize  the  said  e(Mnjniiiy  to 
continue  their  road  from  the  said  line  to  the  waters  of  Peiisacolu.  Bay. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  month  an  Act  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory was  passed  to  increase  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pen- 
sacola, from  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand  dollars:  t^ 
the  sum  of  Two  Millions  Five  Hundred  Thousand  dollars  :  and  by 
the  same  Act  the  said  Bank  was  authorized  to  purci)ase  any  shares 
of  the  Stock  of  the  said  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  lldil  Road 
(Company,  to  such  amount  as  the  directors  of  the  said  Bank  might 
deem  expedient.  To  enable  the  Bank  to  purchase  or  subscribe  for 
•aid  Stock,  the  said  Bank  was  authorized  forthwith  to  issue  its  Bondf 
payable  to  the  Territory  of  Floridn,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  Fivf 
Hundred  Thousand  dollars,  the  said  Bonds  to  be  for  the  sum  of  Out 
Thousand  dollars  each,  and  to  bear  an  interest  from  the  date  thereof 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable   semi-annually  u 
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iQoh  plaee  or  placdflt  within  the  United  States,  or  the  Mtid  Territorj 
%i  might  be  deemed  mosrexpedie»t :  and  the  said  Bonds  te^  be  pe^ 
ibie  at\er  the  fii«t  daj  of  Janiiary  1860.  It  was  further  Enacte 
that  wtien  it  shoold  be  satisfactorily  made  to  appear  to  the  Govemc 
•f  tha  taid  Territory,  that  the  said  Bank  liad  so  purchased  or  sul 
acr  bed  for  such  Stoclc  as  aforesaid,  and  on  presentation  of  sue 
Bonds  t )  the  Governor,  he  should  endorse  upon  so  many  thereof  £ 
^might  be  equal  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  Siock  so  purchase 
or  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  the  following  endorscnjent,  viz. 

'•Territory  of  Florida  .  In  pursuance  of  the  Laws  of  this  Te 
fhory  the  within  Bond  is  hereby  assigned  and  made  payable  to  XV 
Viarer  therof,  and  the  payment  thereof,  and  of  the  interest  thercc 
CB  within  stipaUted,  is  hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Flo 
Ua,  and  the  faith  of  the  Territory  is  pledged  for  the  redemption  thereo 
Giveu  under  my  hand  and  the  gre^it  seal  < 

Seal  of  said    Territory,   at  the   Executive  Offic 

the  this  day  of  l8  S  and  of  i\ 

Territory  Independence  of  the  United  States       yee 

By  the  the  Governor 

Secretar}',  Governor  of  Florida. 

and  which  said  Bonds  should  be  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  tt 
Seat  ailixed  th  reto  without  fee,  and  the  Governor  should  thereupc 
deliver  ihe  saif  e  to  the  said  Bank  in  order  that  by  the  sal  e  thereo 
the  said  Bank  might  be  enabled  to  pay  for  such  purchase  or  su 
•cription  as  aibresaid,  and  the  delivery  of  said  Bonds  to  the  purchj 
«er  by  the  said  Bank  should  entitle  such  purchaser  to  liold  the  san 
and  demand  and  receive  the  principal  and  interest  thereon  win 
du3  as  the  assignee,  of  Territory  as  aforesaid.  An  additional  nun 
ber  of  Boikb  are  aulhoiized  to  be  issued  by  the  said  Bank  in  tl 
«ame  munaer  whenever  the  said  Rail  Road  Company  should  call 
any  instalments  of  ihe  Stock.  To  secure  and  incUmnhy,  tl 
Territory  tor  the  guarantee  of  ihe  said  Bonds,  the  said  Bank  is  n 
quired  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  i 
uio  time  of  the  endoresement  of  the  Bonds,  first  given  by  said  Ban 
an  hypothecation  of  the  Capital  Slock  of  the  said  Bank,  and  of  a 
its  property  real  and  personal,  and  assets  which  it  may  then  at 
tberuafttr  hold  or  have  and  of  the  Stock  it  may  then  or  ihercaft^ 
h  jld  in  the  said  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company, 
such  fonn  and  manner  as  the  Governor  may  direct ;  which  hyp(»t 
oca  ioa  is  declared  to  be  and  continue  a  lien  upon  the  said  Capit 
»Stoc  A,  property  and  assets  :  and  said  Stock  in  said  Rail  Road  :  ai 
also  such  portion  of  said  Rail  Road  as  is  within  the  said  Territor! 
in  preierence  to  all  other  claims  and  hens,  until  said  Bonds  are  full 
pa^'i  and  extinquished.  ' 

By  virtue  of  these  laws,  Bonds  were  issued  by  the  said  Bank 
Pe.)sacola,  with  the  assignment  and  guarantee  of  the  Terriiory 
Florida  endorsed .     Some  of  them  were  purchased  and  held  in  Eurojj 
On  the  first  day  of  January  1840,  when  the  semi-annual  interest  b 
oame  due,  no  provision  was  made  for  its  payment,  either  hy  t! 
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iok  of  Peii8»oolit  or  the  Taniwryr^  and  «  aiadar  &ilore  to  mipplyb 
nds  for  this  purpose  ooourred  on  the  first  day  of  July  following^ 
^T  the  honor  of  the  Territory,  whose  faith  was  thus  solenuiy . 
edged,  the  agent,  in  London,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,, 
id  to  the  European  holders,  the  interest  as  the  san^  becajne  due  at* 
e  times  above  stated. 
The  amount  of  the  sums  so  paid  viz. 
Interest  due  January  1,  1840,  #15,000. 

"    July       1,     "  15,000 

$30,000 

ith  interest  from  days  of  payment,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
aims  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and,  the  clain^ 
,ving  been  resisted,  my  opinion  in  relation  to  her  liability  has  been 
quested. 

The  authority  of  the  Gtjvernor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
3rritory  of  Florida,  to  make  the  several  Enactments  from  which 
3  presanl  claim  has  emanated,  has  not  been  disputed.  It  is 
t  denied  that  the  Bonds  were  legally  issued,  nor  that  they  were 
rly  purchased  by  the  holder's.  There  is  no  allegation  that 
y  provision  was  made  either  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  or  the 
3rritory  of  Florida,  to  meet  the  accruing  interest,  and  the  payments 
the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  not  denied.  No^ 
s  it  been  contended  that  by  that  payment,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
ates,  has  not  acquired  the  rights  of  a  creditor.  The  claim  to  re- 
yment  from  the  Territory,  is  repelled  on  other  grounds. 
By  the  law  Merchant,  whicli  is  founded  on  the  rules  of  equity  and 
verned  in  all  its  parts  by  plain  justice  and  good  faith,  "a  stranger 
10  pays  a  Bill  of  exchange  for  the  honor  of  the  parties  to  it,  ao- 
iresall  the  same  rights  that  the  holder  of  the  Bill  had,  although 
regular  transfer  of  the  Bill  were  made  to  him."  The  design  and 
idency  of  this  rule  are  to  invigorate  credit,  promote  the  exercise  of 
[ifidcnce  and  cultivate  mercantile  honor.  Its  extention  to  the 
esent  subject  is  reasonable  and  just.  It  was  obviously  the  inten- 
nof  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to  fiimish  every  facility  and  induce- 
jnt  for  the  negociation  of  these  Bonds,  and  upon  the  faith  she  had 
jdged  for  the  payment  of  them,  and  of  the  interest,  foreign  capi- 
,  greatly  exceeeding  twice  the  amount  of  the  original  Stock  of  the 
ink  of  Pensacola,  was  invested.  When  the  interest  became  due^ 
[d  no  resources  were  at  hand  to  meet  it,  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of 
b  United  States,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  preserve  and  elevate  abroad 
p  character  of  American  securities,  interposed,  and  by  paying  the. 
^erest,  rescued  the  honor  of  the  Territory.  It  would  follow  theiij 
%t  by  this  Act,  the  Bank  acquired  the  same  rights  that  the  holders- 
tlie  Bonds  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  interest. 
The  position  assumed  by  Gov.  Call,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of 
ly,  1841,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
^tes,  does  not  conflict  with  the  principle  that  the  Bank  is  entitled 
stand  upon  the  same  ground  that  the  holders  of  the  Bonds  would 
re  coeupied ;  nor  does  it  impugn  the  claim  of  the  Bank  in  the  a^i 
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«tmct  It  presents  the  question,  whether  the  Territory  of  Flori 
tJan  shelter  herself  from  liability  upon  the  Bonds  issued,  in  pura 
iance  of  the  laws  which  have  been  recited,  by  seeking  refuge  behi 
the*Bankof  Pensacola,  and  the  Stockholders  of  that  Institution, 
is  contended  by  Governor  Call  that  the  Territory,  ««was  not  at  t 
'time  of  the  payment,  nor  is  she  yet  responsible  for  the  interest  pi 
iy  the  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — ^that  by  the  chart 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  that  institution,  and  its  Stockholders 
their  individual  capacity,  stand  between  the  Bond  holders  and  t 
Territory  of  Florida — ^that  they  are  first  liable,  and  the  Territo 
holds  the  relation  only  of  a  remote  endorser,  whose  responsibility  ca 
not  arise  until  the  Bank  and  its  Stockholders,  shall  ha^e  been  pros 
"cuted  to  bankruptcy."  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  ihi 
in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  to   sustain    this    positic 

The  relation  existing  between  the  Bank  and  the  Territory, 
that  of  principal  and  surety.  Their  liabilities  are  «o^existent 
each  is  an  original  promissor,  aod  the  responsibility  of  either  m 
be  primarily  enforced  at  the  iption  of  the  Bond  holders.  Th< 
liabilities  to  the  holders  arose  simultaneously.  The  instrumen 
having  been  executed  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  were  presented 
the  Governor,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Territory  was  endofst 
They  were  (hen  returned  to  the  Bank  to  be  soW,  and  remained  j 
choate  and  wholly,  inoperative  until  the  delivery  to  the  purchase 
From  the  delivery  they  derived  their  vitality,  and,  by  that  Act,  t 
contract  and  liability  of  each  obligor  was  completed.  The  transi 
tion  formed  one  deed,  creating  separate,  co-ordinate  obligatioi 
When  therefore  a  failure  to  perform  any  stipulation  of  the  contra< 
occurred,  the  holders  were  at  liberty  to  denpiand  redress  from  eith 
party.  The  accessory  obligation  being  first  enforced,  the  relati 
existing  between  the  obligors  becomes  important  to  themselv< 
The  surety  may  recover  indemnification  from  the  pnncipal ;  and, 
the  present  instance,  measures  have  been  adopted  to  render  this  ri| 
available  to  the  Territory.  The  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun 
seem  to  have  considered  maturely  the  nature  of  the  obligation  abc 
to  be  contracted,  and  to  have  been  aware  that  the  responsibility 
'the  Territory,  would  be  the  prominent  indticement  to  purchase 
^nd  would  constitute  their  principal  reliance.  In  view  of  tki 
considerations,  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  was  required,  at  the  time 
'the  endorsement  of  the  Bonds  first  given,  to  hypothecate  to  the  T 
ritory  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  said  Bank  and  all  its  property  n 
and  personal,  and  prefbrence  was  given,  to  the  said  hypothecati 
•ver  all  other  claims  and  liens.  By  virtue  of  this  general  hypotl 
cation,  the  Territory  is  invested  with  every  means  of  protection  a 
indemnification  and  likewise  with  the  power  of  rendering  all  y 
eeedings  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  utterly  nugatory. 

Governor  Call  has  suggested  that  "the  Territory  of  Florida,  hd 
the  relation,  only  of  a  remote  endorser."  In  this  aspect  of  t 
"question  the  law  is  abundantly  clear.     The  holder  may.resort  to  a 
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ind  ali  the  precedent  parties  and  the  endorser  stands  in  every  seipeil 
fi  the  same  situation  9us  the  drawer. 

•  It  has  aiso  been  remarked,  that  the  right  to  issue  the  Bonds  ttr 
I  uestion*  was  gratuitously  granted  by  the  Territory  in  aid  of  a 
private  enterprize  in  wliich  the  Territory  had  no  participation^ 
ponceding  the  correctness  of  this  allegation,  it  can  in  no  way  affed 
he  position  which  the  Terrritory  occupies  in  relation  to  the  holder*. 
The  contract  of  suretyship  is  seldom  founded  upon  the  cunsideratioft 

f  immediate  benefit  to  the  surety.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  grea/ 
Unefit  was  expected  to  result  to  the  Territory  from  the  completion 
>f  the  enterprize,  and,  the  resources  of  the  company  being  inado- 
juate  to  its  accomplishment,  the  Territory  interposed  to  ensu^-e  itn' 

xecution.  For  this  purpose,  it  seems,  the  Capital  Stock  of  th^ 
3ank  of  Pensacola  was  encreased  to  more  than  twelve  tim:^  iin 
»riginal  amount  to  render  it  instrumental  in  promoting  this  measure 
^f  Territorial  policy. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice  an  objection  mentioned  by  the  predeces^ 
^r  of  the  present  Executive  of  Florida.  Governor  R?iJ,  in  hm 
jetter  of  the  30th  of  March  1841,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  tlvi 
■Jnited  States,  says,  he  is  "obliged  to  consider  it  a  very  singular  cir* 
fumstance,  that  notice  of  the  non-payment  of  the  interest  by  the  Bank 
^f  Pensacola,  should  be  given  to  the  Territorial  Government  for  tb» 
irst  time  in  the  latter  part  of  March  1841,"  and  assumes  that,  upon 
Jiis  ground  alone,  "the  Territory  might  resist  with  propriety  tli# 
payment  of  the  sum  claimed  to  be  due.^'  This  oSj'o  ion  is  by  no 
neans  strenuously  enforced,  for  Governor  Reid  a^ids,  in  immediatn 
^nnection  with  it  that  "under  all  the  circumstances  attenJing  th# 
fase,  he  does  not  feel  authori/^od  to  resm  to  any  of  »)i3  r  s)urci»ii 
vhich  might  be  made  available  to  the  Territory  for  rh^  purpose  of 
iquidating  the  claim."  Although,  unqie  t'ona  I/,  a  m  r:  prompt 
[ommunication,  to  the  authorities  of  the  Territory,  of  tho  paym-nt  of 
iie  interest  by  the  Agent  of  tjie  Bank,  would  have  accorded  better 
vith  the  rules  of  commercial  punctuality — ^the  delay  in  the  present 
nsUnce  doei?  not  absolve  the  legal  obligation  of  the  Territory  to  re 
#ay  the  amount,  and,  as  there  is  no  allegation  that  the  Territory  had 
ustained  any  detriment  by  the  procrastination,  it  docs  not  in  any 
'espect  impair  the  justice  of  the  claim. 

,    These  are  the  grounds  of  my  opinion  that  the  Territory  of  Fieri- 
la  is  responsible  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  inti  rest  on , 
^e  Pensacola   Bank  Bonds  pakl  at  London   by  the  Agent  of  th» 
^ank  of  the  United  States  in  January  and  July  1840. 
I  (Signed)  CH.  W.  BROOKE. 

Solicitor  Bank  United  Stateiu 

PiHadeIphia,Afi9U9t  18, 1641. 
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Tallahassee,  mk  JVtv.  19iL 
Cia:— I  har«  the  honor  to  tcknowledge  thf  receipt  of  your  lener  ^ 
ibe  28(h  Sept.  «Dck>:iin^  a  copy  oi  the  writ«n  opinioo  of  the  Solicitor  if 
the  United  States  B.iak.  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  that  iostiiutko 


^ain^t  the  ferritory  of  Florida,  ior  the  re|>ayinent  of  ioterest  on  thji 
fonds  on  the  Bank  of  Pen^HCola,  afledged  to  have  been  endorsed  by  tht 
«gen{  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  to  save  this  •'Territory  from  dia- 
ll^or.^  1  rei^ret  that  t  hav«  been  pr  vested  by  indisposition  and  other 
iMUlses  from  givioa  an  earlier  reply  to  your  letter,  which  with  its  sceom- 
Mnyins;  document,  ha^  ckttiied  oiy  nio«t  attentive  oonatderati^n.  T\am 
learned  argument  ot  the  solicitor)  has  not  however  produced  any  roaleri* 
4I  change  in  the  opinion  I  expressed  00  this  subject  in  my  letter  of  th* 
J9th  of  July.  It  shall  nevertheless,  be  presented  to  the  Legislative 
Conncil  when  it  will  no  duubt  be  regarded  with  the  respect  to  which  i< 
iientitled. 

I  am  desirous  Sir,  of  laying  before  the  Legislative  Cooneil  all  Hm 
material  facts,  in  relation  to'  this  transaction,  in  order  that  it  roaf 
.^  prepared  at  its  seAsioo,  commencing  on  the  fir^t  Monday  in  Jammfr 
•eit,  to  render  impartial  justice  to  all  the  parties  coneemed.  Wiik 
moist  of  the^e  facts  no  doubt  you  are  acquiiinted,  and  1  have  respectfullf 
Id  request  tiiat,  vou  will  inform  mte  what  na^iCs  appear  on  these  bon^ 
•a  endorsers?  Who  were  the  parties  to  Ihe  contracts  by  which  the 
endorsement  on  the  bonds  is  required  to  be  paid  semiannually  at  the 
•ounting  house  of  Messrs.  Oowen  A  Mfirx  io  London  ?  Was  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Baitk  at  any  tiiiye  a  holder  of  these  bun  s?  If  so  trom 
Whom  were  they  purchased,  and  to  whom  were  they  transferred  ?  If 
there  were  writieu  amities  of  contract  and  sale  in  either  or  both  caseS| 
I  h^ve  further  to  request  that  if  in  your  power,  you  will  furrti-b  me  WKk 
a  copy  of  each  of  thrse  endoriemeots.  In  what  relation  did  the  ageoi 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  wlio  paid  the  interest  on  the  bonde 
of  the  Bank  of  Ptnsacola,  stand  to  the  ren^acola  Association  ?  Wat 
he,  or  was  he  not  a  member  of  that  Association  ?  And  was  he  not^  a 
4ltoct[  huldtr  ill  the  D^uk  of  Pen^acola  ?  Yuur  answers  to  these  sever- 
al enquiries  in  time,  to  enable  me  to  present  them  for  the  con!»ideration  of 
<ihe  Legislative  Council,  will  perhape  greatly  facilitate  the  action  on  tkt 
4laiiu  of  tlie-Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  against  this  Territory. 
I  hate  the  honor  to  be 

Very  rfff pe^tfuUy,  Your  obH  «erv't. 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  J.  Bobertson,  Preside  t  of  the 

Bank  of  the  United  Stares,  Philadelphia. 


COPY 


Of  a  letter  from  the  holders  of  As  Bonds  qfihs  Bank  of  Penstmh 

To  his  Exoellency,  the  Go^mor,  and  the  Honorable  the  Logi»^ 
4ilttve  Qoudoil  of  th#  T^tfrilory  of  Florida : 
The  undersigned  lieing  holders  of  bontk  of  tlie  8aok  of  Pfinmrwja 
.  f^Mranteed  by.  th9  Territory  of  F4oridkh  beg  leaTo  retfMetftiUy  to  re^ 
>i9M<Qlt0jmilt|lH>lil4AalWMt4tMlHJlMatH^  '^'^      *    ^ 
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kiot  been  paid,  and  from  all  the  informatioa  they  can  collecti  they 
fea^  that  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  is  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  it  or  tht 
'future  Interest  that  will  become  due.  It  becomes  therefofe  neces- 
sary for  them  to  apply  to  the  Grovernmentof  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, for  payment  of  the  same  as  the  Bonds  have  been  purchased  oil 
the  good  laith  of  the  said  Grovemment  (all  of  them  being  duly  signJ- 
^  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary)  in  roliance  on  which  alone  th# 
iindersigned  have  become  holders  of  this  security,  and  without  whicii 
guarantee  the  said  Bonds  could  not  have  been  negotiated.  Aad 
tthey  have  entire  confidence  that  on  the  representi^on,  the  GovenK- 
ment  will  lose  no  time  in  taking  such  measures  as  will  not  only  pro^ 
Vide  for  the  Interest  now  due  but  also  prevent  any  future  irregularijilfc 
in  the  payment  thereof. 

.'    With  assurances  of  their  high  esteem  they  beg  to  subscribe  them- 
.selves  your  obedient  servants^ 

London,  11th  May,  1841. 
GO  WAN  &  MARX.  THOMPSON,  HANKEY,  &  P#. 

OVEREND  GUERNEY,&Co,  >    WILLIAM  TRITTON. 

FOR  DIVERS  HOLDERS.  (      H.L.THOMAS. 

JOHN  ALLIARD.        ^  COUTTS  &  Qd. 

*  E WART  TAYLOR,  &  Co.  for  DivERa  kolders. 

GREGSON  &  Co.  pr.  act.  JOHN  CLARK. 


» 


The  Governor  of  Florida :  » 

The  undersigned,  for  themselves   and  other  holders  •  of  Bonds  of 
»the  Bank  fb  Pensacola  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  hav- 
'  ing  been  refused  payment  of  the  Interest  due  the  first  of  Januai|y 
.  last  on  said  Bonds,  are  compelled  to  address  themselves  to  the  Gov^-  * 
,  nor  pf  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  from  thier  confidence  in  the  faitk' 
of  that  Government,  which  indeed  ofiered  the  principal  induceiDMit 
for  investing  their  money  in  thode  securities,  they  feel  convinced  that 
their  simply  mentioning,  the  fact  of  the  non-payment  will  be  a  suffi- 
caeot  stimulous  for  the  Government  of  Florida  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  the  payment  of  the  Interest  now  due  and  which  will 
further  successively  become  due  on  those  Bonds,  and  to  prevent  th# 
repetition  of  irregularities  or  demur  so  predjudicial  to  the  interest 
and  credit  of  the  Territory. 
Amsterdam,  this  11th  may  1641. 

(Signed)  HOPE  &  Co. 


TAl.LAfi[ASSEE;  98th  June,  1841. 
iftiewrs/HOPBfeCor  * ' T     "; 

':    Lam  in  recjeiptfrf  your  lettter "o^  Wie.  11th  ult.,  written  in*l«4!||lf^ 
•fir^iMts^liM&^Mi'otheT'lKM^  al^Bin(i«>'Of  4lie  fieHMtcola^'BHfllc, 
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iaftrpfpog  meylhal  th^  interest  due  on  tfaem  the  first  of  J&nuftry .  last, 
ha«l)e(^   r?&wed,  and    oalling  on. the  Gavernment of  Florida, io 
redeef^ita  pledge,  by  the  payment  of  interest  now  due,  aa  well  as  tOi 
prQvide  &>r  the  further  payment  of  that  wbioh  may  hereafter  ac-  , 
cf  ue^;     . 

h  ia  Jbdmltted  that  the  payment  of  the  prkieipal  and  intereft  of> 
thtt  Bonds  above  mentioiied,  has  been  guaranteied  by  this  Territory. 
Bdt  the  stands  to  the  Bond  holders  in  the  relation  (mly,  of  a  remote 
and  contingent  endorser,  whose  responsibility  does  not  anse  until  af- 
ter the  failure  of  the  bank  of  Pensaoola,  and  its  respective  stock- 
holders, who  you  will  perceive  by  the  amended  charter  of  the  Bank 
are  individually  bound  in  their  private  fbrtunes  to  pay  both  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  these  B(H)d8.  Many  of  them  are  gentlemen  of  very 
large  fortune,  residing  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Loukiana,« 
and  the  laws  of  the  respective  States  in  which  they  live,  will  afibri 
you  the  most  ample  remedy  for  their  delinquency. 

.  I  have  every,  ooufidence  in  the  honor  of  this  Territory,  and  believe 
that  she  will   in  good    faith   redeem  her  responsibility  wiren    it* 
shall  have  arisen.     But  in  the  character  of  a  remote  endorser,  she 
will  exa«t  due  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  Bond  holder  in  pvoseou- 
ting  their  claims  against  the  Bank  and  the  individual  stock  holders^    . 
who  are  first  bound,^  and  who  alone  have  had  the  advahtage  of  the 
money,  raised  by  the  sale  of  the  Bonds.     I  would,  therefore,  reo- 
omtnend  to  you,  and  the  other  Bond  holders,  to  proceed  at  once,  and» 
without  delay,  by  attachment  against  the  assets  of  the  Bank  ofPeoi-i 
saoola,  as  well  as  by.  action  against  the  individual  stockhokle^   '  I 
am  induced  to  recommend  the  process  of  attachment  against  the  Bask 
because  I  have  veason  to  believe  that,  the  stockholders  abroad,  tire 
withdrawing  the  funds  of  the  Bank  beyond  the  jurisdiction  ojf  tba^ 
Territory,  and  appropriating  them  in  a  manner  not  authorised  by  * 
the  charter.     Should  you  be  disposed  to  pursae  this  course,  you  will 
not  be  at  a  loss  to  find  faithful  agents  here  to  protect  your  interest ; 
I  will  myself,  with  much  pleasure,  aid  you  in  the  selection  of  such 
as  are  competent  ahd  worthy  of  confidence. 

You  are  eufiioieiitly  acquainted,  no  doubt,  with  your  rights,  and 
the  remedies  which  the  law  will  give  you  againdt  the  Bank,  and  Its* 
stockholders.  But,  perhaps,  you  are  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  remedy  you  may  have  against  ihis  Territory,  should  its  respon- 
slWfltJr  accrue,  to  the  bondholders.  It  is  therefore  proper  ^that  I 
shOhld  inform  you  that  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  has  no  poww 
Whttttfverto  ^ay  or  provide  the  means  of  pajring  either  the  principal' 
c¥  iHiBVe^  on  the  bonds  which  you  hdd,  until  authorised  so  to  do  by  f 
^helie^isl«ttve  Council.  .^ 

'TPhe  Legislative  Council  of  this  Territory,  meets  ufmualty  on  the* 
'first  Mdiiday  in  January,  and  hoWs  a  session  of  two  months.  W' 
metnberer  are  elected  by  the  popular  voi^e,  to  mrref  for  one  aessitjtis 
oMy,  except  the  Senate,  wnich  is  elected  to  serve  during  two  Ses-' 
sion.      .      ' H"  -.    ■      .    .t.  ,1 
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Wo  motley  cmi  be  plaid  but  of  rtieTfeasaiy  by  the  feovfertor,  #i^ 
any  purpose  whatever,  without  a  special  appropriation  by  the  tw^ 
Ifouses  compoiding  the  Legislative  GouncJL  Not  having  been  in- 
formed of  the  delinquency  of  the  Bank  of  nensacola,  and  its  stock- 
holders, in  not  paying  the  interest  due  on  their  Bonds,  until  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  Counoii'onrthe  4th  of  Mardi  iasfy 
no  provision  was  made  for  that  purpose.  In  January  next  at  ibm 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council^  the  stibjeot  shall  be  ftiHy  auh- 
mittted  to  l)  at  body,  for  «uch  action  as  it  may  seem  to  them  to  requise. 
Should  th(  L  'gislature,  after  reviewiog  all  the  ground,  be  disposed 
to  p%y  the  interest  now  due,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  a» 
may  accrue,  it  roust  first  create  a  revenue  for  this  purpose,  by  taxaticJit 
or  otherwise,  and  make  a  special  appropriation  of  the  fund.  Thus  3fou 
will  prreelvp  from  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  under  the  most  fa^ 
voaraUe  circumstane^Styou  would  e^iperieace  muc^  delay  and  inco  n^ 
vience  in  obtaunug  rtdrcss*  from  the  'i  trrttary,  who  can  only  be  reach* 
ed  through  the  voluntary  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  You 
will  themfore  find  it,  I  apprehend,  much  more  to  your  advantage  Id* 
proceed  against  one  of  those  who  are  immediately  liable  to> 
you  in  ai^  action  at  law^  After  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  anckits  sev- 
eral stockholders,  kave  been  prosecuted  to  bankruptcy > should  ittfaea 
be  necessary,  I- will  use  e^erj  every  effort  in  my  power  to  redeem 
the  faith  of  this  Territory,  but  you  will  peioeive  from  what  I  hav* 
already  said,  that  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  principal  or  into* 
rest,  on  these  bonds,  must  depend  on  the  wil!  of  he  IjC!  is' ative  Coun- 
cil, represenlbig  ih9  people  of  Florida.  £v  ly  posuble  facility  wiU 
he  given  yo«,  by  the  Government  of  this  Tenitory  in  prosecuting 
ytmr  clakMB  af^)8tthe  Bank  of  Pensacola  and  its  stockhoJdersv— - 
And  I  have  nespeotfuUy  to  request  tkat  you  will  famish  nae  with  dm 
names  of  all  the  eBdoraerson  the  Bonds  which  you  hold* 
lam.  ^ntlemen) 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  ok.  servanl. 
(Signed)  R.  E.GALL.     . 

.        Goyemar  of  Floiidf  ^ 

IfjissESi  HbnB^^Co,     .  ,      .    i 

•    Amsterdfo:*. 

1  SliP^^Tbe  letter  wUe^  your  i^xoe|tency  dkl  uf  tb^  hoQor  U>  difl^ft 
tOMa umter  the  (Jatfiiof  .th^;a8th  Juw, in. ref^ly  to  our  ad4^«^^  of .th#^. 
UtAk  Majyt.l9i4cM9i  the  intar^ist  on  .(he  B^aik  of  Pepaf^oULiifiMl/ 
Elonida,  ^iit  p<dr  .fieoLStQ^,,)^!  heea  r^n^iTedby  us,  .  W^  haw^. 
read  its  contents  with  attention,  and  regret  to  see.  that  y^vpr  Ei^^eV 
Iciicy's  jnftod^ioC.  ?iewipg,tfc?  jiabiljiyof  tkjB , Territory  ia.  r^gaidjl^ 
thaaforemcMilioAefi  ^o()k;l94K>  «nu<^h.)ati.v#ria4^ 

.if  :aiiQhjwgik0emi4i^,  a<iUlAHs^  kj  j^oar.Bxpfl^ioycaii.bo.  maian. 
immfit  ikrmm9^y^d^^fipXii9^ofxh^fi^d^S^  m  bqi^da  which,  mb 
t)  the  present  instance  w^ire   bought   on  the  credit  of  the  pligi^Mks 
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faith  of  the  Territory,  against  which  moreover  it  is  clear  in  tb« 
l^resent  case  that  the  claim  under  any  mod^  of  proceeding  must  bt 
lilttmately  made. 

In  order  not  to  lose  time  by  corresponding  to  and  fro,  we  ha^e 
put  our  interest  and  that  of  other  holders  of  l^nds  into  the  hunds  of 
n, friend  in  the  United  States,  add  sent  to  him  the  January  and  JuljT    1 
coupons  of  this  year  to  procure  payment  on   the  sante.     We  hop$ 
ADon  to  hear  of  a   satisfactory  arran;»ement  of  this  matter, 
And  remain  very  respectfully 

Sir,  V our  Excellency's  Obt  St. 

(Signed)  HOPE  &  Co. 

Tobts  Excellency,  R.  K.Call,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida-  ^ 

September  2Qth\S^l. 

Mobile,  29th  Oct.  1841. 
To  His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Sin — I  have  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  Messrs  Hope  &  Co. 
of  Amsterdam,  in  consequenceof  your  letter  to  them  of  28th  Jun« 
last,  have  placed  in  my  hands  226  coupons  of  $30  each  of  the  Bank 
of  Pcnsacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to  wit: 

lieCouponsduelst  Jan'y  1841,  No  *lfl5,  9alb,  lla22,   24a28, 

^      89,  41a89,  4gfl72,  78. 
107  84n8^.  96a98. 

107  Coupons  due  Ist  July  1841,  No,  1^5,  9n\S,  llal8,  2^4fl58,  39, 
41a89,  4^072,  95ff98. 
mstructing  me  at  the  same  time  to  demand  payment  of  the  same.*— 
Messrs  Hope  &  Co.,  whilst  appreciating  tire  honorable  feeling^  which 
pervades  your  whole  letter,  do  not  hgT^e  with  you  as  to  the  coustruo- 
tion  which  you  are  pleased  to  place  on  the  guarantee  of  the  Terrilp- 
ly^  onthlb  head  they  thus  express  themselves?. 

**The  refusal  of  payment  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  compelled  u8 
tt> address  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  the  settlemenj' 
4ff  the  interest  on  the  Bonds  oftlio  Rank  guaranteed  by  the  Territorr 
<nd  in  reply  Gov.  Call  assumes  that  iheTeTnterystarid^  to  the  bona- 
holders  in  the  relation  ctn^y  of  ff  remote  and  forUingenf  mflorser  tphost 
f^tpmsibUliyditesfwifjriseunilhift^^Tihcf^^^^  Bank  and  im, 

tn^ctwestookkoiderg.  It  app^^ars  on  the  face  of  the  Bonds,  (or 
which  we  enclose  a  enpy.)  that  th^  Bank  m  indebted  to  the  Territory 
WlKy  by  assigning t^^m  and  makiTig  ihrni  payable  to  bearer  assume^ 
the  rerponsibilityoiac^Qmrnercial  c^ndorstr  dJredly  liable  ,to  thtj  boL 
tjktvi  It  was  on  the  strength  of  this  grtaran?e(*  ofthe  Territory  tli^ 
tile  Bonds  wore  ufgncialrd  and  found  takers  in  this  country.'* 

Now  permit  me  respoctfutly  to  c^ill  yfjarattentian  to  the   tenor  tP^ 
IhlielMyds?  Upon  its  face  areiliR  words*^ 
*  ••GiMuranteed  by  the  Terrhory  of  FToHda.'    Th^  capital  .stock'  <sf 
"     th^'Bank  pledged  \o  the^rritbry  dnd,the  SticfthdWers'  indivii^ltjf^' 
pi(»toiAUy  liaVle  fot  thfe-redettiptiotf  thW^fV**  ''      '    ' 
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^e  endorsement  is  as  {ollowfR—  . 

"In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory  the  withhi  Bond  » 
hereby  assigned  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof,  and  th# 
payment  thereof,  and  of  the  interest  thereon  is  hereby  guaranteed  by 
the  Territory  of  Florida  and  the  faith  of  the  Territory  pledged  for  tto 
redemption  thereof.'*  Prom  which  it  would  appear  that  the  hond  ow* 
ly  has  been  transferred  to  bearer,  thereby  making  it  a  commercial  pa- 
per  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  whilst  the  capital  stock  of  the  banlr 
pledged  to  the  Territory  has  remained  under  its  guardianship  as  a 
security  for  its  endorsement.  Should  this  be  found  to  be  the  true 
state  ot  the  case,  and  to  me  it  appears  uncontrovertible,  would  it  be 
prudent  to  leave  it  to  the  bondholders,  to  sue  the  Bank  and  the  stock- 
holders  for  the  trifling  amount  of  unpaid  interest,  whilst  as  stated  in 
your  letter  of  the  28th  of  June  above  alluded  to.  "There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  stockholders  abroad  are  withdrawing  the 
funds  of  the  Bank  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory  and  appro- 
priating them  in  a  manner  not  warranted  by  the  charter!"  It  must 
appear  evident  to  you  that  an  attachment  for  86750,  which  is  the 
amount  claimed  by  me  in  behalf  of  Messrs  Hope  &  Co.,  for  unpaid 
interest  would  be  a  very  trifling  security  for  the  8225,000  of  Bond» 
they  represent  and  which  have  the  endorsement  of  the  Territory. 

As  the  case,  however,  is  urgent,  I  am  ready  to  join  in  any  meas- 
ure  likely  to  insure,  the  interest  of  both  parties,  and  I  shall  feel  under 
great  obligations  to  you  for  an  early  answer  at  Pensacola  where  I 
intend  to  be  on  Tuesday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  ob't  Ser't. 

(Signed,)        EDM.  FORESTALL. 

Pv  S.  Please  direct  your  letter  "post  restante." 

Tallahassee,  I2ih  November,  1841« 
Sir: — I  have  ttie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoftr  letteir 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  informing  me  that  Messrs*  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Am- 
ftcrdam  have  placed  in  your  hands  certain  coupns  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  guaranteed  hy  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  that  they 
have  instructed  you,  "at  the  same  time  to  demand  payment  of  the 
•ame." 

Afler  the  most  mature  reflection  1  haVe  foutod  no  cause  to  change 
the  opinion  expressed  ito  my  letter  of  28th  June  last,  addreesed  to 
Messrs  Hope  ^  Co.,  a  copy  of  Which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  t» 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  as  an  expression  of  my  present  sei^ 
tfments  oh  this  subject. 

,  I  am  truly  desirous,  sir,  that  the  inteiiest  diie  on  the  Bonds  hel^ 
by  this  highly  respectable  Bouse,  (which  has  often  evinced  «, 
great  degree  of  liberality  towards  Americaki  securities),  should  be 
paid  with  the  tea^st  possible  delay;  and  1  atn  animated  by  the  roost  ardi  ■ 
ept  desire  to  sustain  the  honor  ofthis  Territory,  ^nd  redeem  its  pledget 
to  Xht  la^Bt  fraction  of  her  re^nsibility.  But  I  consider  it  a  pubUv 
4MH  ^Jued^  to  the  people  <H  Florida;  to  require  on  the  part  of  tbv 
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Bondholders,  due,  and  strict  diligence,  to  recover  both  the  interest 
«nd  principal  of  the  Bonds,  from  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  the  stock- 
lioWers  of  that  Bank  and  the  stockholders  of  the  Alabama,  Florida, 
and  Georgiia  Rail  Road  Company.  They  are  first  liable  under  tfhe. 
charter  of  incorporation,  and  stand  between  the  Territory  and  the 
Bondholders.  Thoy  were  so  regarded  by  the  authorities  of  the  Terri. 
tory  at  the  time  the  Bonds  were  endorsed  and  must  have  been  thus 
considered  by  the  purchasors  of  the  Bonds,  as  the  interest  appears 
to  hav^  been  paid  for  a  series  of  years,  withont  application  to  the 
Territory,  or  without  our  authorities  ever  knowing  by  whom  it  was 
paid,  or  by  whom  received.  The  holders  of  the  Bonds  have  an  un- 
questionable  right  to  maintain  an  action  at  law,  against  the  parties 
above  mentioned,  and  to  recover  from  them,  the  sum  now  demanded, 
while  the  Territory  would  fail  in  such  an  action,  were  she  to  seek 
such  indemnity  from  the  stockholders  after  paying  the  amount  claim- 
ed. The  Bonds  of  the  Bank  were  endorsed  and  delivered  by  the 
Territory  to  that  institution  without  consideration.  The  principal 
stockholders  became  the  first  purchasers  of  the  Bonds  from  the  Bank. 
"They  were  the  next  venders  of  the  Bonds.  They  received  the  rao- 
ney  lorthein,  and  they,  through  the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  have  had 
if  not  the  entire  use,  at  least  the  exclusive  control  and  management 
of  the  funds  and  property,  both  of  the  Bank  and  the  Rail  Road,  while 
tJie  Territory  has  neither  exercised  authority  over  them,  or  derived 
the  least  benefit  whatever  from  them. 

The  pledge  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  to  the  Territory  you 
will  perceive,  could  not  have  been  regarded  by  any  one  at  any  time  as 
more  than  a  nominal  security.  The  capital  of  the  Bank,  must  from 
the  nature  of  the  institution,  must  have  remained  in'the  cuiJtody  and 
under  the  control  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  they  being  subject 
to  the  will  of  the  stockholders  residing  abroad,  you  will  readily  dis- 
cover with  what  ease  the  capital  might  be  withdrawn  from  the  Bank 
and  transported  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Territory,  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  its  authorities.  It  was  therefore  not  on  this 
empty  pledge  that  the  Territory  relie<l  as  a  security,  but  on  the  iju- 
mediate  responsibility  of  the  Stockholders  in  their  private  and  indi- 
vidual capacity,  to  the  Bondholders,  without  the  agency  or  interposi- 
tion of  ti^e  Territory. 

However  much  tlie  Bonds  on  their  face  may  be  assimilated  to  a 
*^*comraeroial  paper,"  and  present  the  appearance,  in  the  language 
of  Messrs  Hope  &  Co.  "That  the  Bank  is  indebted  to  the  Territory, 
who  by  assigning  them  (the  bonds,)  and  making  them  'payable  to 
bearer,  a??uuic.s  the  responsibility  of  a  commercial  endorser,  direct- 
ly respon^-jihle  to  U)'^  iioldor."  The  presumption,  arising  from  thia 
appearauce,  muc>t  t)e  removed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  facts.  And  it 
can  scarcely  l>e  credited  that  the  purchasers  of  the  Bonds,  were  8© 
ungunr  1  1  and  ineai.tinnr^,  us  not  to  have  examined  the  charter  of 
incorporation,  to  a  r-orti^ri  tbn  ti*ue  character  of  th6  transaction,  as 
well  a  •  th?  rHative  r  ^;»^:'  :.ility  of  all  the  parties  concerned.  Nor 
do  I  iiini^»>ip  tiuii  thi'v  r»    !  :v  d  these Borids  merely  by  delivery  witb^ 
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^ut  the  special  endorsemeurt  of  the  veiadera.  Permit  me,  thetefei^ 
J%  to  renew  to  you  the  enquiry  I  made  to  Me&srs  Hope  dc  Co.  and 
Vhich  they  have  omitted  (uninteotiowilly  no  idaubr,)  to  aoswer.-^ 
Whose  names  appear  on  the  bo^ds  subsequent  to  the  endorsemeat  of 
the  Governor  of  this  Territory?  If  there  be  no  impropriety  in  givinf 
this  mtelligenoe  I  should  be  obliged  by  receiving  it. 

Ihavethusexpressed  to  you,  sir,  my  undisguised  opinion  as  oo« 
of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  th* 
claim  of  Messrs  Hope  &  Co.  The  whole  matter  will,  faowerer,  al 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary next,  be  presented  to  that  body,  for  such  action  as  it  raav  think 
proper  to  bestow.         ^  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

- .     ^  ,      „  ^^ry  respectfully,  Your  ob't  Serv'u 

^    Mr.  Edm.  Forestall.  (Signed.)   R.  K.  CALL. 

fr    Tt-    T^      „  ^  J^tinsacola,  7th  November,  ISil. 

To  His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Sir:— I  had  the  honor  ofaUdiessing  vi.u  from  Mobile,  on  the  29ih  uU^ 
1  leuched  this  place  las!  tvenino;  and  look  jwr  an  answt-r  from  you  by 
n)-ri;oriow  or  WVdnesf'av'.^  mail;  In  ihe  nieantimo  allow  n»ea  lew  quo- 
tations and  remarks,  which  the  perusal  of  several  lawsconsiiiuiing  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  ihe  Bunk  u!  Pensacola,  now  for  the  first  iim« 
belore  u.e,  naturally  st  ggosl.  Gordons  Digest  page  795,  sec.  679,  "Th# 
Goveruor  >hall  publish  throughout  ihe  -aid  Territory  nil  the  Lawf 
which  i>liall  be  made,  and  shall  on.  or  heforf*  ihe  fir^r  of  December,  in 
each  year,  report  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  bt 
laid  helore  Congress,  which  il  disdppruved  by  Conj-ress  shall  hencelbrlh 
be  of  no  force." 

''livery  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Legislhlive  Council  shall  be^ 
fore  ii  becomes  a  law  be  presented  to  tht- Governor,  if  he  approves  b« 
ehall  jiign  it,  if  not  he  shall  return  it  with  his  uhjtctions  in  writing  to  th« 
Leffislaiive  Council  &c." 

By  the  Law  eniitled,  "An  Act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensicola  and  to  amend  ihe  laws  incorporaiinor  said  Bank.  ai\d  lor  oib- 
w  purposes.     Approved  February  14«h,  1835." 

betiion  firsi  provides  for  the  increase  oi  the  capital  to  S2,n00.000. 
Section  4,  authorizes  the  issue  of  500.000.  ot  bonds  lo  be  endorsed  br 
the  Territory  as  follows;— '*In  pcr.-uauce  of  the  law  of  ihe  Territory  tb» 
>viihin  Bond,  is  hereby  a«signed,  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  there- 
oi'and  the  payment  thereof,  and  ihe  interest  thereon,  as  within  stipula^' 
ted  is  hereby  guaranteed  by  the  Terrtiory  of  Florida,  and  the  (ailh  of  ih^ 
Territory  is  pledged  lor  ibe  redemption  thereof." 

Sec.  6j  provides  for  a  furtiier  issue  of  Bonds  under  the  same  guaran«^ 
tec. 

Sec.  7th,  in  consideration  of  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory  requires 
The  hypotheretion  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  Bank  and  of  all  its  pro* 
)Hprty,  personal  and  real,  and  of  all  the  stock,  which  it  may  then  or  thereaf*- 
ter  hold,  in  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Rail  Road  Company  in 
favor  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  8,  requires  that  the  profits  of  the  Bank  and  all  profits  of  the  <lock 
owned  by  saiii  Bank  in  sail  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Rail  Road 
"Company,  shall  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interr 
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itstaid.pnACJtpal  ofsiid  Bonds,  is  afores^d,  aod  ftirtberaiore,  thai  tftt 
MiackTiolders  of  said  Bank^  of  said  Railroad  Company,  shall  be  i>ff- 
90ndlly  and  xndividxiaUy  liable  for  the  redempHon  of  said  bonds, — 
By  aa  Aci,  '*Suppleiuenial  xo  several  acts  inoorporatickg  Uie  Bank  of 
l^eDsacolaii  approved  lOih  February  1 838,  the  2nd  sectido  provides  for 
the  repeal  of  Uie  8th  seciion  ol'tUe  act  eniUIed  hq  act  to  increase  the  car^ 
ital  ol  the  Bunk  orPen^jacola^  and  to  amend  the  laws  iocor4)oratiQg  saui- 
Bank  an  1  for  other  purpo^^es"  thereby  relieving  the  stockholders  from- 
personal  ^e^pon-Ibiiity)  from  all  \^  hich  it  is  evident,  1st  That  as  by  the 
law  organizing  Florida  into  a  Territorial  government  all  laws  of  the 
Territory  have  to  be  submitted  anuuallv  (o  the  President  of  the  United 
Statesttnd  Outigres^  for  their  apprubaiiop,  that  the  acts  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Florida,  **Eniiiied  An  Act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank  o(  PeiisacQji>,  and  to  amt-nd  the  laws  incorporating  said  Bank,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  14ih  February  1835,  and  *'An  Act  supple- 
mental to  several  acts,  incurpuratini;  the  Bank  oi  Pensacola  approved 
lOth-Februaiy  1838,  not  having  been  disappcoved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  find  themselves  det'acio  approved  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 2nd  That  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  havmg 
41  veto  power,  and  not  having  exercised  it  tully  approved  the  above  nam- 
ed Acts.  3r4J  That  by  the  Act  of  15lh  February  1835.  thecousidera'ion 
of  the  guarantee  of  the  Bonds  by  the  Territory  was  a  direct  hypotheca- 
tion to  said  Territory  of  all  the  property  of  the  Bank  («ee  sec.  7)  and 
the  responsibility  of  the  stock  holcier>  (  ee  sec.  8.)  4th  That  the  endors- 
raeni  of  said  bond>  to  order,  not  con  eying  the  transfer  of  the  guarante* 
thus  required  by  the  Territory  in  the  8th  section,  above  cited,  was  a  con- 
tract between  the  Territory  and  the  stockholders  no  wise  aHecting  third 
parlies. 

5th.  That  the  hypothecation  of  the  property  ofsaiil  bank,  and  the  person- 
al responsibility  of  the  stockholders,  being  viewed  by  the  (Executive  and 
Legislative  of  Florida,  and  the  Federal  Government,  as  a  conlricl  be-' 
iween  the  stockl  olders,  and  ttie  Territory,  perleotly  iHilependeutof  me 
Bonds  which  have  been  assigned  with  no  other  guarantee  than  that  of 
the  Territory,  (^ee  sect.  4.)  a  supplementary  act  to  the  several  acts  in- 
corporating the  Bank  ofPensacola,  whs  pas-ed  lOih  of  February,  183S, 
•nd  approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, whereby  the  Sih  section  of  the  "  Act  to  increa:*e  the  capital  of  the 
Bank  dl  Pensaccia,  and  to  amend  tht  laws  incorporating  >aid  Bank,  and 
for  other  purposes,'*  beini?  repealed,  the  stockholders  found  themselves 
relieved  by  lav  from  all  personal  responsibility  ;  and  no  other  construc- 
tion can  be  pat  on  said  supple  nsnial  act,  for  on  close  examination  ii 
will  be  found  thut  it  could  have  hud  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  re- 
lease of  the  stockholders.  The  other  provisions  therein  contained  being 
only  a  repetition  6{  the  conditions  already  provided  for,  th»  act  ofU4lh 
of  Fetafoary,  1835,  (see  section  8.)  As  to  the  section  requiri  g  payment 
to  the  Terriiory  20  per  centon  the  nett  profits  of  the  bank,ii  is  well  known  in 
1838  that  it  was  a  nuliiy.  I  have  been  infonned  that  by  an  act  passed 
lA  ISiO  the  abDve  act  his  been  repealed  as  being  unconstitationfll ;  in  my 
huai)lci  opMiiod,  I  cannot  see  the  uneonstitutionaltty  of  that  act.  Tbe 
hypinK'!afion  and  peraoaal  respojisibility  of  the  siockolder  having  re- 
mained in  toe  sole  possession  of  the  Tei;iiiory  in  consideration  of  it?* 
guriruntee  to  th6  bonds  issued  by  the  Bank,  and  thesetbonds  having  been 
lransfern*d  to  the  IVrrltory,  to  bearer  only  witK  its  own  guarantee  thif 
fight  of  The  Tevritoly  to  abattdon  such  peVsbnal  security  cannot  be  dw- 
|itiedy  tlie  bond  holders  surdy  oamiot  complatti,  for^hey  well  knew  that 
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they  only  hnd  the  faith  of  the  Territory  to  look  to,  aod  shotild  it  fill,  the 
Federal  CroverDmeiit.  There  was  no  contract  betweeo  tliem  and  the 
stockholders;  consevuently  there  can  be  do  break  of  contrail  so  far  us 
they  are  interested.  As  to  the  law  of  1840,  it  appears  to  me  an  ex- 
post  facto  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  I  beg  leaTe  here  to  repeat 
that  Messrs.  Hope  db  Co.  never  anderstood  the  guarantee  of  the  bonds 
otherwise  than  expressed  by  the  law  creating  the  same  to  wit.  The 
faiili  of  the  Territory  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Federal  GorerD- 
menf,  and  that  ihey  always  believred  the  approbation  of  the  Executive 
appointed  by  the  Federal  trovernment,  and  of  the  Federal  Government 
iiself  made  these  bond*  equal  to  any  national  fund. 

(Signed)  EDW.  FORESTALL. 

TERBITORY  OF  FLORIPA, 

COUNTT  OF  E^CAMIUA,  CrTT  OF  PENSACOLA. 

I,  George  G.  Patterson,  Notary  Public,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  in  and 
for  the  City  of  Pen? aeola,  ami  County  of  Escambia,  liereby  certify  that  on  this  day, 
to  wit,  Monday,  eighth  November,  (1841,)  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one^  I  pw"- 
Bcnted  myself  in  person  at  the  office  of  the  Btmk  of  Pensacola,  aud  thea  and  there 
demanded  payment  of  W.  B.  Tayler,  acting  President  and  manager  of  said  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  and  in  behalf  of  Metars.  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  represented  by 
Edmund  John  Forestall,  of  New  Orleans,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty^ve  coi^XHis 
of  interest,  due  on  the  Bonds  of  said  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guaranteed  and  endorsed 
to  bearer  by  the  Territory  of  Florida  aforesaid,  which  coupons  for  thirty  dollars  each, 
Wj.  re  as  follows  : 

Bonds  A — 55  Coupons,  due  1st  January,  1841. 

**      B — 58  Coupons,  due  Ist  January,  1841. 

**     C —  5  Coupons,  due  Ist  January,  1841. 

"      A — 55  Coupons,  due  1st  July,  1841. 

•*      B— 47  Coupons,  due  Ist  inly,  1841 . 

*♦     C—  5  Coupons,  due  lat  July,  1811. 

225 ;  say  in  all,  two  hmidrod  and  twenty.fivo  coupons  of  thirty  doHuv, 
making  altogether  the  sum  of  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  doUars  ;  and 
was  answered  by  the  aforesaid  W.  B.  I'aylor,  acting  President  and  nuuiager  as 
aforesaid,  that  the  Bank  had  neither  tlie  means  or  abihty  to  make  th«  payment  thus 
(Icinunded  of  buid  sum  of  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  doUars,  whereupon 
I,  tlic  undersigned  Notary,  entered  this,  and  do  now  enter  niy  eolemn  protest 
against  said  Bank  and  Territory  of  Florida,  in  behalf  of  whomsoever  it  may  con- 
cern, for  all  damages  of  whatsoever  nature  which  may  accrue  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  the  payment  of  the  coupons  aforesaid. 
Done  hi  this  City  of  Pensacola  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

(Signed)  GEO.  G.  PATTERSON,  Kotary  Public 


TALLAHASSEE  21st  Nov.  1841. 

Sir:  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  Inst,  accompanied  with  a  duplicate  of  that  of  the  29th  of 
October,  and  a  notorial  protest  against  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  aiMl 
the  Territory  of  Floridd  for  the  nonpayment  of  certain  coupons  held 
by  Messrs  Hopd  <fe  Co.  of  Amsterdam. 

Having  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  Oct.  given  you  my 
views  and  opinions  at  some  length  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  thia 
liouse  against  the  Territory  of  Florida.  I  deem  it  unnecessary  t^ 
<enter  into  further  discussion  on  the  subject,  imtil  the  meeting  of  tbm 
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Legistative  Comictl)  whefithe  whote  matter  will  b^  submitted  to 
.  thai  Body  for  consideration* 

I  am  Sir, 

Very  respectfully 
Your  Ob'd't  Serv't 
(Sli^ned)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mb.  .  Edm'd  S.  Forhestall. 

Tallahassee,  23d  November,  1841. 

Dear  Sir: — \  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  of  October,  which  was  duly  received,  but  I  have 
been  prevented,  by  a  variety  of  causes,  from  giving  you  an  answer 
until  the  present  time. 

The  arguments  you  have  advanced  in  favor  oi  the  claim  of  Messrs. 
Gowan  &  Marx,  of  London,  holders  of  certain  bonds  of  the  Bank  of 
Pensacola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  have  received 
from  me  the  respectful,  and  attentive  consideration  to  which  they  are 
eminently  entitled.  Although  they  have  created  no  material  change 
in  tlie  opinion  I  had  occasion  to  express  to  you  in  conversation  on  the 
subject,  they  shall  be  presented  to  the  Leffislative  Council  in  Januar\' 
next,  and  may  produce  a  diilerenl  result  in  the  deliberation  of  that 
body.  I  have  ever  regarded  the  Bank  and  its  stockholders,  in  their 
individual  capacity,  as  standiog  between  the  bond  holders  and  the 
Territory,  and  while  I  am  anxious  to  vindicate  the  honor,  and  redeem 
every  pledge,  when  our  responsibility  shall  have  accrued,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  exact  of  the  bond  holdci-s  due  diligence  on  their 
part,  to  obtain  redress  from  those,  who  aro,  in  my  opinion,  first  liable. 
The  Legislative  Council  may,  however,  diifer  with  me,  in  opinion, 
on  both  these  particulars. 

It  is  alledged  by  the  bond  holders  that,  they  became  the  purcha- 
sers, relying  alone  on  the  good  faith  and  responsibility  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

I  am  truly  desirous  that  the  bond  holders,  as  well  as  all  other  parties 
concerned,  shall  receive  the  most  ample  justice,  at  our  hands,  and  to 
achieve  this  object,  it  is  important  that  every  material  fact  connected 
with  the  transaction,  should  be  laid  before  the  Legislative  Council. 
I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  inform 
me  what  names  appear  on  the  bonds  as  endorsers,  and  that  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  contract,  and  sale,  entered 
into  by  the  venders  with  Messrs.  Gowan  &  Marx,  at  the  time  they  be- 
came the  purchasers  of  the  bonds  which  th«^y  now  hold.  •!  desire 
this  information  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice,  aud  trust  that  your 
ability  will  correspond  with  your  disposition  to^»ommunicate  it  at  an 
♦arly  period. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  snrvant^ 
(Signed)  R.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Williams. 
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Dear  Sir :  Since  I -had  tke  pleiMure  of  fleeing  yeu  here,  I  have  fe* 
ceived  another  letter  from  my  friends,  Measrs.  Gowan  ^  Marx,  of 
London,  who  represent  the  persons  interested  in  the  bonds  of  \hm 
Bank  of  Pensaeola,  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  of  Florida.     They 
urge,  in  very  strong  terms,  their  claim  to  have  a  provision  made  for 
the  interest  accruing  on  these  bonds  which  the  bank  iias  failed  t> 
meet,  and  remonstrate  earnestly  against  any  construction  oC  the  lam^ 
passed  by  the  Territory,  in  relation  to  these  instruments,  which  would 
'equire  them  in  I  he  first  instance  to  pursue  the  Bank  and  its  individ- 
ral  stockholders,  before  they  beyjome  entitled  to  demand  payment 
rom  the  Government.     They  allege  that  it  ivas  entirely  on  tl>e  faith 
>f  that  governm'=int,  and  its  guarantee,  they  depended  when  they  pur- 
•based  the  bonds — that  they  supposed  the  Territory  would  immedi'^ 
itely  indemnify  them,  in  case  of  any  default  on  the  part  of  the  bank  i 
md  that  they  were  never  aware  any  different  effect  would  be  given 
o  the  Legislative  guarantee,  from  that  universallv  allowed    to  simi- 
ar  obligations  in  commercial  transactions.     They  understood  the 
Territory  had  assumed  the  situation  of  a  surety,  for  the  bank,  and 
that  their  liability  was  to  be  reculated  by  the  principles  universally 
applicable  to  such  relations.     If,  for  instance,  a  mercantile  house  had 
entered  into  an  obligation  similar  to  that  of  the  Territory,  there  is 
•lo  doubt  a  failure  of  the  principal  to  make  his  payment  at  the  stipu- 
ated  time,  would  have  entitled  them  to  pursue  the  surety,  and  they 
eel  confident  the  immunity  enjoyed  by  a  sovereign  State,  from  sudi 
lursuit  at  law,  will  only  make  them  more  scrupulous  in  fulfilling 
heir  engagements  to  the  very  letter.     They  suggest,  also,  as  a  con- 
{deration  which  will  not  be  without  its  due  weight,  that  any  delay  in 
lie  payment  of  the  interest,  will  be  an  additional  and  disastrous  blow 
to  the  credit  of  our  country  abroad.  That  the  injury  resulting  from  thia 
cause  upon  theimmenseamountsof  American  stocks  held  in  Europe 
will  be  more  than  the  whole  of  their  present  claim^  and  that  the  Terri- 
ry  itself,  if  it,  in  its  future  operations,  should  resort  to  loans,  will,  to 
obtain  them,  be  obliged  to  submit  to  a  sacrifice  greater  than  any  now 
required. 

The  gentleman,  on  whose  behalf  I  make  these  representations,  au»» 
tain  high  characters  in  the  commercial  community.  Confiding  in 
the  unquestioned  faith  of  the  government  of  Florida,  they  paid  their 
money  to  what  was  then  considered  an  important  public  improvement. 
If  those  to  whom  the»law  confided  the  management  of  this  money 
have  neglected  or  violated  their  trust,  if,  from  any  cause,  the  under- 
taking  has  proved  abortive,  and  the  projectors  and  the  country  hav» 
been  equally  disappointed — ^nay,  even  if  the  whole  capital  and  loanj 
o(  the  Bank  have  been  squandered,  or  diverted  from  their  proper 
channels,  still  all  this,  were  it  true,  would  afford  no  grounds  for » 
refusal  to  pay  the  interest  on  these  bonds.  The  holders  cannot  be 
held  responsible  for  any  or  either  of  these  results.  They  had  no  in- 
fluence  over  and  have  derived  no  benefit  from  this  expenditure,  and  if 
the  government,  with  all  its  powers,  did  not  disoovof,  and  c<)uidTnot 
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imteBtimy  inpM>^  taken  {Jaee^^m^. 

Ij  thoae  at  a  dnrtunce,  without  the  means  to  kaow  or  prevent  any 
Tlial  practice*,  ^nnot  b^  considered^  answerable. 

1  know  my  dear  sir,  that  all  I  can  say  pn  this  subject  will  have  al- 
ready occurred  to  your  own  mind,  but  the  amount,  though  trifling  to 
.tJbe people  of  Floiida,  is  important  to  my  friends,  and  I  hope,  there- 
fore, you  will  excuse  me  for  troubling  you  again  on  this  subject.  J 
Am  Bare  it  will  receive  from  yon  all  the  consideration  it  merits,  and 
T  hope  the  suggestions  I  nave  made  will  not  be  disregarded  by  tb» 
Council. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  HENRY  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  18,  1841-. 
^  To  his  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


Pensacola,  June  12th,  1841, 
To  His  Excellency,  R'.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 
.    Sir — In  furtherance  of  the  object    of  a    commission    received    i^ 
March  last  frum  the  late  Governor,  R.  R.  Reid,  Esquire,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  the  enclosed   report  from  the  Cashier  of  thu 
Bank  of  Pensacola. 

The  situation  of  the  Bank  remaining  substantially  the  same  a« 
•exhibited  in  the  detailed  report  made  by  me  last  year.  I  conceive 
that  nothing  need  be  added  to  the  statements  o^  the  Cashier.  The 
Bank  is  now  doing  no  business  except  collecting  its  dues,  and 
tiie  operations  on  the  Rail  Road  continue  to  be  wholely  suspended. 
I  will  take  the  lil>erty  of  calling  the  attention  o^  your  Excellencey 
to  the  Mortgage  given  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacpla  to  secure  th?  Ter. 
ritory  from  loss  as  endorser  on  the  bonds  heretofore  issued  by  the 
Bank.  Several  suits  have  been  recently  instituted  agairist .  th©' 
Bank,  and  its  probable  that  by  executions  and  the  process  of  garnii. 
«henr)ent,  the  security  now  held  by  the  Territory  may  be  in  Fomo  haz- 
ard, unless  the  cjaim  of  the  Territory  be  timely  interposed.  With- 
out expressing  ray  opinion  as  to  the  security  afforded  by  this  Mort- 
gage, I  have  thought  it  a  duty  incidental  to  my  office  of  oommis* 
Hioner  to  mention  the  institution  of  the  suits  agair\st  the  Bank,  and 
the  probability  that  a  necessity  may  arise  to  interpose  the  paramount 
claims  of  the  Territory. 

,  I  axn  respectfully 

Your  Excellency's  ob'tserv't. 

(Signed)  WALKER  ANDERSON. 

BANK   OF  PENSACOLA,  i 

To  Waleuii  Anderson,  Eaq. : 
Sir  :    Your  commumcatioQfl  of  Sth  And  )^tb  oi  A|>ril— (he  former  Bubmitti^s  ^ 
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the  Premdent  and  I>if0<!fton  fMnr  atiAority  frm-Ae  BzeontSTe  of  the  TerrHgry  ef 
.  fioridftt  to  ezamme  into  the  aiUiatiaii  of  thie  Bank;  and  the  Uttrr  coatainiiif  fe 
•eriet  of  questions  in  fbiihcraiioe  pf  the  pmpoaea  of  the^oommiaBioa — have  been  laid 
before  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  by^eur  instruction  I  hand  you  the  following 
statement  and  report. 

The  Branch  at  Apalachicola  having  been  withdrawn,  iff  accounts  are  meiaed 
in  the  preceeding  general  statemcnL 

On  the  8th  of  January,  and  16th  of  February  last,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  Bills  of  the  Bank  wis  bumed  by  directkm^aad  in 
the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  undersigned  was  appointed  Cashier  on  the  17th  day  of  February  last 

As  to  question  Ist,  *♦  What  amount  of  interest  is  due  by  the  Bank  on  the  bonds 
sold  by  the  Bank,  and  endorsed  by  the  Governor  7** 

On  the  Ist  of  January  last,  the  Bank  owned  two  yean  interest  on  the  B<mdfl,  that 
is  to  say,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

••  2d.  Is  the  amount  wholly  due  to  the  United  States  Bank — and  if  not,  to  wbom 
is  it  due  ?" 

The  semi-annual  interest  due  Ist  July,  1839,  was  paid  for  the  honor  of  the  Bank 
of  Pensucala,  by  Messrs.  Tho.  Biddell,  Samuel  Jaudon,  E.  Channey,  and  S.  V.  S. 
Wilder,  and  stands  to  the  credit  of  those  gentlemen  in  the  forgoing  statement.  Th« 
interest  falling  duo  in  January  and  July,  1840,  it  is  understood,  was  paid  by  the 
Bank  of  tho.  United  States — hut  of  this  the  Bank  is  not  officially  apprized  other- 
wise than  through  the  recent  demand  upon  the  Territory  made  by  said  Bank  of  th» 
United  States.     The  half  year's  interest  due  Ist  January  last  remains  unpaid. 

3d.  **  Is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  under  any  obligation  to 
pay  the  intcrcFt  on  said  bauds,  if  the  payment  is  not  provided  for  by  the  Bank  of 
Peni«acola." 

The  undersigned  knows  of  no  such  obligation ;  and  it  is  believed  none  each 
eziat 

4th.  **  In  whose  hands  are  those  bond  ?" 

Tlie  interesi  is  payable  at  the  counting  room  of  Gowan  &  Ware,  London ;  but  il 
i>  )K>t  known  w  hcther  they  arc  or  not  the  holders  of  the  bonds. 

.'»ilj.  *•  Wliat  is  tho  present  value  of  the  bonds,  or  last  sales  ?" 

<v}h.  **  In  ihr;  report  of  lost  year,  in  relation  to  the  Bank,  it  is  stated  that  theffe 
>  *)t(iB  wore  sold  to  tlie  financial  agents  of  the  Pensacola  association — in  pesnng  in 
to  oilier  handti,  do  they  bear  any  other  endorsement  than  that  of  the  Governor  ?" 

<^n  tlu\so  poijits  tlio  und^^8igncd  has  no  means  of  fhmishing  information. 

7th.  **  Has  any  demand  bcentnade  of  the  Bank  for  the  unpaid  interest  on  these 
bond,  and  by  whom  ?" 

It  docs  not  appear  by  the  archivee  of  the  Bank  that  such  demand  has  been  nukde, 
except  by  ^Messrs.  T.  Biddle  and  others,  for  the  interest  before  mentioned,  as  paid  by 
thorn,  which  was  advanced  individually,  and  not  as  members  of  tho  Pensac<da  aaso. 
ciation.  Under  a  wrong  understanding,  both  as  to  the  parties  paying  and  ths 
mnount  paid,  that  asnociation  has  heretofore  appeared  on  the  books  of  the  Bank  as 
a  creditor,  and  for  $30,000  and  upwards.  This  hem  is  corrected  in  the  preceading- 
statement. 

8th.  ^*  What  amount  of  bills  has  the  Bank  in  circulation  ?** 

9th.  "  Deposits." 

10th.  •*  What  amount  of  other  debts — specifjring  the  large  ones  ?" 

11th.  "Are  there  any  protested  drafts  of  ike  Bank  outstanding?  To  what 
amount?" 

12th.  '*  What  amount  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank  is  im^er  protest  ?" 

The  answer  to  these  questions  are  clearly  set  forth  in  the  statement 

13th.  **  Specify  the  resources  of  the  Bank  as  much  m  detail  as  may  be  conre. 
nichtt" 

14th.  **  Does  the  Rail  Road  Company  pay  mterest  on  the  amount  loaned  to  4t  7** 

As  to  the  debts  due  by  the  Conmiercial  Bank  of  Florida,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
tfaa  Bank  holds  collateral  securities  to  the  amount  of  $36,000,  which  are  not  incor- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ponited  in  the  aocompanyinj^  statement ;  of  this  snm  912,(KX)  is  in  good  papec, 
mostly  sectmd  bjr  mortgage,  but  which  neyertheleas  has  gone  into  suit,  the  parties 
thereon  churning  to  pay  in  the  ImUs  of  the  Commercial  Bank  6f  Fbrida.  How  (kr 
the  balance  of  tfose  collaterals  may  be  made  available,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  at 
present. 

The  stock  notes  at  this  time  amount  to  (26,000, 4shargeable  with  a  payment  of 
40  per  ann^m.  Most  of  them  are  at  present  under  protest,  and  several  of  them  in 
suit.  Other  portions  of  the  suspended  debt  will  from  time  to  time  be  put  in  suit  as 
circumstances  shall  indicate  the  expediency  of  that  oourse. 

As  to  tl^t  ahready  in  suit  (9104,398  67-100)  no  remarks  need  be  made  further 
than  to  state,  that  a  veiy  coni^erable  amount  matured  to  judgment  and  execution « 
in  Jackson  countv  upwards  of  a  year  since,  which  has  not  b^  realized,  no  court 
having  been  held  there  for  the  last  two  terms.    In  other  quarters  the  suits  havs 
been  more  recently  instituted. 

The  bonds  of  the  Rail  Road  Company  is  chargeable  with  interest,  and  the  amount 
standing  to  their  credit,  per  statement,  will  no  (kmbt  be  applied  ui  that  way. 
15.  **  Who  are  the  present  officers  of  the  Bank  ?*' 
At  the  January  election  the  following  Board  of  Directors  was  elected : 
Thomas  M.  Blount,  PrendenU 
Robert  Joyner. 

Henry  Michettet  ' 

Robert  Mitchell,  (deceased.) 
Geo.  E.  Chase. 
Samuel  W.Taylor. 
Wm.  B.  Taylor. 
16th.  **  What  amount  is  due  the  Bank  by  its  President  and  Cashier  7    Other 
officers  and  directors  7*' 

Thete  is  an  unsettled  account  with  the  President ;  the  charges  hnvifij^  been  car. 
ried  in|o  his  private  account,  it  appears  over  drawn  tiie  sum  of  93^bir>r^ ,  wjuch  con- 
stitutes the  principal  part  of  the  item  of  over  drafts,  noted  at  the  iitax  '^r  ibc  stato- 
ment.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  he  claims  a  credit,  to  tipp^ar  in  final 
settleipfnt,  to  fiilly  the  amount  of  that  defect,  llie  Cashier  owes  nutking  to  (he 
Bank.  The  total  liability  of  the  Directors  is  97,800,  contrapted  wtUi  the  Bojik 
before  their  election— and  of  that  amount  $3,000  consists  of  stock  n<ite8. 

(Signed)  ,         W.  ft.  TAYLOR,  CmkUr* 
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UNION  BANK  OP  FLORIDA,  1 
Tallahassee,  Inly  1, 1842.      ) 

HisBtcellenept 

'     R.  K.  CALL,  Governor  of  Florida. 
^         Sie: 
Ibaye  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  you  the  annual  statement  c 
the  4iondition  of  this  fiaok  as  copied  from  its  books  of  this  date. 

Tjbe  small  amount  of  interest  received  upon  so  largo  an  amoun) 
of  discounted  papef,  together  with  the  amount  of  debt  in  suit,  ars 
strong  proofs  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country ; 
which  fi'om  the  first  have  been  the  sole  causes  of  the  embarraasmenl 
flf  t^  Bank. 

This  yistitmlon  at  great  pecuniary  sacriftces,  has  continued  to 
tlistoin  the  faith  of  the  Territory  by  paying  the  interest  Spon  ihh 
Territorial  Bonds  which  were  sold  for  the  attainment  of  its  capitaL 
That  portion  of  the  interest  which  on  this  becomes  payable  in 
London,  hcis  been  provided  fbf ;  and  if  the  interest  payable  this  day 
in  New  York ,  shall  not  have  been  paid,  it  will  have  been  owing  It 
a  reftl^al  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  deb: 
due  to  this  Bank  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  aud  for  which  ycx 
have  given  the  Bank  an  order  on  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  hopetha 
dotwitlistanding  the  abstraoles  heretofore  to  the  payment  of  so  just  i 
claim,  it  will  yet  have  been  received  in  time  to  protect  the  Florid' 
Bonds. 

Altb<nigh  the  whole  amount   which  became  due  on  the  first  Jul 
last, .was  paid,  some  of  the  items  have  not  yet  been  entered  upo 
the  books  of  the  Bank  ;  and  the  entries  must  await  the  return  of  dT' 
Cashier  of  the  Bank,  who  was  its  agent  in  arranging  the  paymoo^ 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obt.  servt. 
.:        (Sgnad)  JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Presideol. 
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LIST 

OF  OFFICERS 


OF  THB 


TERRITORY    OF*   FLORIDA 

WITH  DATE   OF  THEIR  APPOINTMENT 


PBOV  THE 


EEGISTER  OF  SUCH  APPOINTMENTS 


KEPT  m  THE 


SECRRTARV'S  OFFICE 


TAI.I^HASS££« 


li41lv 
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LTST  of  Judges  rf  Ctmnt^  Courts;  Auctioneers;  Justiee^  of  Ad 
feace  and  Notaries  PubUcy  now  in  Commission  m  each  County  of  ths 
Territory  of  Florida;  ike  time  ofikm  appoiitimeiUt  expiration  of  iknr 
Commissions^  ^c. 

AI'ACHpTA  COirifTT. 


Nam€S. 

1          Ofice. 

DmteofCommu^n 

Cmmifn  0^fpir^* 

»e  White'        "'" 

Judge  d'y  boart 
Jtvticeof&'Peaee 

18  Feb*  J 1840 

13Febyl84i'^ 

Wanen  lUrriD 

d^ 

13  Fe^  1849 

Waey^Bmks 

do 

do 

Stephen  Fagan 

t 

da 

d« 

Sftmoel  Smart 

do 

do 

JohnPknoiui 

do 

do 

da 

Jenee  Crawford 

do 

do 

de 

Thomas  J  Preyat^ 

do 

do           ( 

d0 

Britton  Kniffht 

do 

do 

da 

Jonah  Galea 

do 

do 

d« 

Elijah  Tucker 

do 

do 

dp 

Wm  I  Tomer 

do 

18  July  1841 

16  July  184a 

Abraham  Geixer 

do 

llVUrthl841 

lliarchl84» 

SSSeSSoa 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

V^m  D  An^in 

do 

do 

do 

ABNoyes 

do 

6  April  1841 

8  April  184$ 

STpwle. 
OrriaMeny 
Edmond  Bird 

do 

7  Jmie  1841 

7Jnnel84S 

do 

91  Oct  1841 

91  Oct    •* 

Aactioneer. 

la  Feb  1840 

.18  Feby  1849 
lMai«hl848 

Thomas  J  Pkeratt 

do 

1  March  1841 

Tho'sJeA*iiSmit)i 

Notary  PobUc. 

26Febyl841 

JVgmet. 
George  J^  McLel|an^" 
•Cristi^  F.  Doeir 
JoMiptk  PjwH 
JdmFWebb 
el  Green 
rles  McKoim/ 
baCarter 
Samuel  (tiMsell 
James  C  Fierce  * 
William ,  Morpheqi 
^trilUiLqiWiUiamt 
Morgan  ,Prvnitt 
John  Clifton 
Jaijies  ^^iblac]^ 
Daniel  Cfillctt 
William ,  WimDa 
BTowW 

*Le^|he  Country. 


LMStbne" 


coLumrBiA  couiVTir* 

I  Qfice, I  DateofComm 

■judge  County  Ci^  ^2fF^b»y  L841 
"^  26Feb'y  1840 
do 
do 
96  Feb'y  1841 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
7  June  1841. 


Jufftioe  of  th*Feace 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

/do 
^ 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Wfi^y  1845. 
96Feb'yl849 

do 

do 
96Feb*yl843 

do 

do 

dp 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
7  June.  1843. 


CAI^ttprif  COVBITT. 


David  Webster 
i«iniuel  HBurgeti 


Ojfice. 


Jisdge  C*yCouri. 
Justice  of  th*  Peace 

do 

do 


Date  of  CsmiiltVw[CotitmM*n  Arptref 

"Tno^;    ieiTi   3  Nov.  'iSST 

14  Feb'ry   1840     14  Fe»y      1849 

do  do 

%  April    1840  I    8  April     1842 
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Francio  Ain*a 
John  Kichuidt 
Horace  Eiy 
£J  Hardin 
laraei  Mooes 
Hz  R  Wood 
Jt>8cc  F  Fotti 
£  JHaidin 
JamcB  Ruan 
J  tmesftoch 
^chcmMih  Hajden 
Wurhaa  Cromwell 


•Reappointed  4  March  1841. 


€allio«B  CmmMty-^ContwuBd. 


OJUce, 

Vate.yf  Cttnmt^n, 

Justice  of  til' Peaca 

4  March  1841 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Auctioneer. 

14  Fe»y      1840 

do 

10  March  1840 

do 

26        do    1841 

Notary  PubUc. 

17  April     1839 

do 

14  Fe»y      1840 

do 

do 

do 

e  March  1840 

do 

do 

do 

3  N«v.     1841 

4  Marcii  1643 

do 

do 
14  F^     iStf 
10  March  1&4S 
26  Match  1613 


B17VAL  COCMTT. 


Names. 


oin  • 


John  F  Oo-jgeU 

Judg.  C  y  Court, 

Jo»xn  M  Ponce 

Justice  of  th' Peace 

G-  )r)^«  Branninjf 

do 

John  M  G  Browden 

do 

John  G  iSmith 

do 

Joseph  iSummcrall 

do 

S  mnA  F  Hallidy 

do 

*J  tiA  H.iuaton 

do 

Is  ac  Bosh 

do 

Joiin  Broward 

do 

A  W  O.ighton 

do 

Wasuinjrton  M  Ives 
Calvin  Keed 

do 

do 

O  M  DurmaA 

do 

JJm  W  Cox 

do 

Jam  s  Dell 

do 

Jao*b  GuttuBon 

do 

Johi'  Bam.-rd 

do             i 

Jaiiu»;  McCormick 

do 

Heurv  Fort 

do 

H  B  ^Idiichard 

do 

Ar .  jld  TiJijrpin 

do 

L  "^  Bennett 

do 

Laurence  Ryan 

do 

S   l^wleB 

do 

E  McDonald 

Auctioneer 

Ca.v.n  Jleed 

do 

W  B  Ross 

do 

Th  s  1^  dwith 

do 

J  M^Cox 

da 

Jo.i  t  11  Gunby 

do 

C-nwB.g'xju. 

do 

J  jL  Barnard 

do 

Carter  Allen 

da 

Jac;vHOu  Plullips 

do 

GMfjro  MGaipn 

do 

Ai^drew  Rjob 

do 

John  R  lv^"'!8on 

Notarv  Public 

John  W  Cox 

do 

Dite  of  ComnM^n.\Commu^  esfin^ 


27  Fey 

1841 

17  Fe'y     1845 

27  Fe'y 

1840 

27  Fe*y     M 

do 

do       ^ 

26  Fe'y 
do 
do 

1840 

26  FCy     ISii 
do 
do 

lio 

do 

do 

do 

d6 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

21  June 

1840 

21  June    1811 

27  Fe'y 

1841 

27  Fe^     184S 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1  March  1841 

1  March  184$ 

2  March  1841 

2Marchl8^ 

16  March 

1841 

16  March  184J 

7  Jijie 

l&U 

7  June  1843 

26  Ft/y 

1840 

26  Fcby  184J 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

2  March  1841  j 

2  March  1643 

do 

do 

2  March  1841  ' 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

26  March 

1841 

25Mai«hl84l 

8  April 

1841 

8Apnil843 

26  Fey 

1840 

do 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


l^nval  Comity— Confmntfi. 


HMReed 
Calvm  lUed  : 
Jacob  Gnttuson 
John  Allen. 


OJire. 


X<lotary  rubiic 
do 
do 
do 


D' fie  of  Cftntn.s*'!, 

2bl?e'y      1840 

do 

do 

do 


Cnmmu^n  t. 


*xfirm 


♦Reappointed  27  Feb'y  1841. 


DADi:  rOUWTT. 


Names,            | 

Office. 

Date  of  Commit^n.\Commr^n  expiree. 

Adam  W  amydei 

Judge  C'y  Court. 

24  ¥^y 

1840.  24  Ffb'y    1814 

W  C  Malonej 

Jubtice  of  th' Peace 

do 

24  Feb'y    1842 

Leroael  Otis 

do 

do 

do 

Temple  Pent 

do 

do 

do 

W  H  Bethel 

do 

26  Fe»y 

1840 

26  Feb'y    1842 

Wm  Whitehead 

do 

do 

WCMalooeu 

Auctioneer 

24  Fe»y 

1840 

24  F(b»y    1842 

Wm  Whitehead 

do 

26  Fe'y 

1840 

26^cb'y    1842 

WC  Bethel   ' 

do 

26  i\'y 

1841 

26  Feby    1843 

^lex.PSoott 

do 

do 

] 

B9CA1IIBIA  i 

DeuifTi 

r. 

Names, 

Office. 
Judge  C'y  Court. 

\DateofCoy 
6  March 

nmtVM'C'wimiVfi  expires 

Charles  Evans 

1840 

6  March  1844 

Seaborn  Cobb 

Justice  of  th'Pt;ace 

14  FcbV 

1840 

14  Feb^    1842 

Silas  Joomii^ 

do 

do 

John  Morgan 

do 

do 

do 

Daniel  Campbell 

do 

26  Feb'y 

1840 

26  Fcb^y    1842 

Joseph  ForHvth 
Henry  J.  Wiggins 

do 

6  March  1840 

6  March  1842 

do 

^n 

1841 

5  Feb'y    lb43 

Wm.  4.  Johnwm 

do 

do 

Taskil  M.  Caskil 

do 

26  Feb»y 

1841 

26  Feb'y    1843 

Lather  Tagnr 
Thos.M.  Blount 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

JMicakh  Crupper 
J  W  Everest 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Richard  Vaughn 

do 

do 

do 

WmJKeliey 

do 

do 

do 

Joseph  E.Caro 

do 

8  April 

1841 

8  Aprii     1843 

G  6  Patterson 

do 

do 

do 

£  Tayton 
B  D  Wright 

do 

do 

do 

do 

19  Aphl 

1841 

19  April     1843 

Elijah  Gajlor 
George  W.  Thompson 

do 

28  April 

1841 

28  Apri      1843 

do 

17  Sep. 

18J1 

17  &»ep.      1843 

John  CampbeU 

Auctioneer 

28  April 

1841 

28  April     1843 

Homy  de  Castilo 

do 

26  Feb. 

1840 

26  Feb'y    1842 

F  De  La  Rua,  senr 

do 

do 

do 

F  De  Ia  Rua 

do 

26  Feb»y 

1841 

26  Feb'y    1843 

FFCummyus 

do 

2b  Fcby 

1841 

25  Feb'y    1843 

James  Gonzales 

do 

d^ 

F  E  De  La  Rua 

do 

do 

do 

JamsQuin 

do 

do 

do 

Peter  Pipiola 

do 

do 

do  -^ 

Wm  Grant 

do 

11  May 

1841 

11  May     1843 

Blyden  Vanboun 

do 

16  May 

1841 

16  May      1843 

Geo  W  Barlday 

do 

7  June 

1841 

7  June     1843 

Joseph  £  Caro 

Notary  Public 

26  Feb'y 

1841 

d  G  PattenoB. 

do 

do 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IVtfTft^* 


-Hiram  Manloy 
^uliiaiI  BaJier 
C  L  BarUtjtt 
B«  njamin  KIUmh 
•Marshal  P  Ell» 
Joiin  a  Doreey 
£  C  Roberts 
lit  zckiah  Hawlcy 
*e>etb  P  Lewis 
Jobii<rom« 
Clkartes  Rogem 
JB8tair 
Josopb  Foster 
Cuyier  Jauiic«j 
Robt-rt  Myers 
HKWood 
Hczc-kifth  Uawky 
R  J  Floyd 
BG  Rop€« 
L  C  Morton 
FniDcis  Holden 
^m  Morion 
WmC  Morton 
JCBoote 
James  F  Farrior 
J  W  Griffith 
A  Crook 
H  P£I1m. 


§ 

I  Ojlige.  hMte  of  Cwm  t^n, 

""  i  Judffe  Ox  Court,'     aiJany  1840 

'■--  l4Febyl840 

do 

do 

21  Feby  1840 

do 

do 

do 

13  Jane  1840 

3t»  Feby  1841 

31  Feby  1840 

31  March  1841 

do 

do 

do 

do 

98  Dec  1841 

81  Feby  1840. 

€  Much  1840 

do 
6Fc^l841 

do 
3  March  1841 
31  May  1841 
16  Not  1841 


Joitice  of  th*  Peace 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
'  do 
do 
Anctioneer. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Notary  Public, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


(/MHItt^fl#9^w\^C 


II  janj  vsar 

14Fo^ld4i 

do 
91  Feby  1849 

do 

do 

do 
19JnBel849 
3^F«bylS4S 
ilFvbyl849. 
91MBrdil84# 

do 

do 

do 

do 
98  Dice  1841 


♦Reappointed  26  February,  1841. 
Name9. 


D  L  White 
TiiomaA  HarriaoA 
thiniel  Buie 
John  Wooten 
MMCaMveU 
Daniel  M  HiDSoa 
&tockknr  badbury 
isham  JohnsfQ 
Cr^.arge  Long 
Thomas  Monroo 
lUffcusiiillett 
jJohnBoie 
Phillip  Blouiit 
HKWood 
IseaoR  Uanrifl 
DnniGl  McDanicB 
l^iarc.huB  Morgim 
Isaac  Nuth.^n8 
Arthur  I  Fonnan 
AKAILmd 
:Baiiks  Moadiam 
{^jammC  Wert 
Jattet  Gibson 


Office. 

Date  of  Commuhi 

Judge  C'v  Court 
JusUce  of  thr  Peace 

14  Feb'T    t^" 
3  march    1840 

do 

do 

do 

6  March  1840 

do 

35  Feb»y    1840 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

4  March    IS41 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

8  April    1841 

do           \ 

do 

14 


Ts^yinr 

MaMb  lefi 

do 
Mai«h  t8« 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
March  1849 

do 

do 

dp 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
April    IW* 

d> 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tt.iinrfi.Toif  cofrirrT. 

Nmrni. 

Ofie. 

Juige  C'y  Chart. 

27  Feb  y    183^ 

CTtJlWI^*!  tscfifws. 

ifmMRaed 

:->!  Feby  18^13" 

J  B  NVatt0 

Justice  of  th*  Peace 

26  Feby    1840 

2t>  Feb'y  l<i42 

Jo«b«aRoM« 

do 

do 

J  R  Zipp»ror 

do 

do 

4e     , 

WmB  Hooker 

do 

do 

do 

Geo  W  Smith 

do 

4  March  1641 

4  March  1843 

HanfjrdAiford 

do 

do 

•     do 

Wm  M  Hunter 

do 

do 

do 

J  T  Stewart 

do 

do 

ilo 

Simon  Towle 

do 

4  Dec.      1841 

4  Dec  1«43 

M aLhcw  Maokler 

Auctioneer. 

.26  Feb.      laiO 

26Feby  l«lt 

Uui9  M  Stopnxt 

do 

4  March  1841 

4Mard[il84S 

Achibald  MoRea 

Notary  Pvblio 

26  F^»a»y    18 1) 

Peter  W  La«r 

do 

8  Feo'y    1841 

BILI^BOROUGH  COIJ3ITY. 

Horned. 

Ofire,          ^DaUtf  Cimfnifn,j  ComfMWn  expin» 

AoffiistuacMeel 

Judg^C'vtoort,  ;  21  Feb'y    1839 

27  F.oy    1843 

J  B  Allen 

Justice  of  th' Peace 

S6  Fjb»y    1840 

26  Feb'y    1H42 

Wm  B  Lovelace 

do 

26  Fcby    1841 

2G  Fby    1613  • 

R  D  Kiilgora 

26  Pcb'y    184J 

26  F«bV    18-a 

Henry  Lindser 
Manuel  OaviUa 

do 

23  Feb'y    1841 

23  Feb'y    1843 

Notary  PnMie 

27  Feb'y    1839 

iM 

ErFERSO.H  cou.^Tr. 

Noma. 

Ojfke. 

Dfrte  of  O'lawifVn. 

G^funti^n  Bjcpipw, 

John  N  Partridge 

Jud^cCy  "Court. 

i  March  1840 

2  March  184f 

Samuel  Ponliston 

Justice  of  th*  Peace 

do 

2  March  1841t 

William  Budd 

do 

do 

do 

Zachariah  Fuller 

do 

do 

do 

John  Wotten 

do 

do 

flo 

•William  Kener 
John  A  Edwards 

do 

do 
do 

do 

^0 

RansomJ  Roberts 

do 

do 

do 

Joseph  £atoil 

do 

do 

do 

Moeea  Elite 

do 

do 

do 

ZG  Wkoeler 

do 

do 

do 

Wm  IVlcKinney 

do 

4  March  1841 

4  Mardh  1«4« 

Euas  Edwards 

do 

do 

do 

A  B  Shehee 

do 

d  AprU     1841 

9  Apnl     184$ 

John  M.  Palmer 

Anctionfcer 

29  Feb'v    1840 
do 

29  Pteb>  aw2 

William  Budd 

Notary  Fbblic 

'^'Reappointed  4  March  1841. 


IttfciiaYd^.  Long 


jr ACK901V  COIJM TT. 

^__^  Ppcs.      .    \Ba*eqf  Ctmmi^n, 
iudifeC^Conrt. 


John  J.  EMv^ards 

JostieefrtW  Peace 

^Feb^ 

Lukelrf)tt 

do 

EichardWiUoo 

do 

do 

Isaac  H  Stow 

do 

do 

J&mee  H  Parker 
Joseph  T  Boss 

do 

do 

do 

do 

WitMCJfttl 

^ 

do 

9  Feb'y 


1838 
1840 


Digitized  by 


9  Fbb»y  184«  ' 
24  ffWv  i84» 
do 
do 
do 
.do 
do 

Google 


8 

Jackson  County-'ConHnued. 


NcmiS. 


Office. 


Dateoj  Cummi^rh}^CommuFn  txfjrm- 


Jatneb  Mn.th 

Juaticeofth'Peace 

26  Feb'y  1^40 

26  FcVy    1841 

Ilut^Ji  Piitman 

do 

7  Oct       1840 

7  Oct       1843r 

DjiUiCl  WiUiams 

do 

do 

do 

J(.i«eph  Irwin 

do 

1  March  1841 

1  Much  i84» 

Oven  WiUiami 

do 

do 

do 

W  m  McNedy 

do 

do 

do 

I-aac  Jackwm, 

do 

do 

do 

Rufiu  Ballard 

do 

do 

do 

8amlC  Bellamy 

do 

do 

do 

Euwaid  W  Pfylon 

do 

do 

do 

Peter  MrnmoDS 

do 

do 

do 

Joaiah  Uaniel 

do 
do 

do 

do 

Cliarlea  N  Jordan 

4  March  1841 

4  March  184S^ 

William  Klnjf 

do 

do 

do 

John  Alexander 

do 

do 

do 

WmBWynn 

do 

do 

do 

Auctioneer 

24  Feb'y    1840 

24  Fcb'y    184J^ 

Ira  Green 

do 

do 

do 

John  T  Myrick 

do 

1  March  1841 

1  March  18a 

Lcun  Griffin 

do 

do 

do 

Allen  HBuah 

Notary  Pablic 

13  Fcb'y    1841 

EiCOiV  CO 

U^TY» 

NnmeB, 

Qfice. 

Date  ofCnmmii^n. 

Cmnmu^n  expire^ 

Wmiam  M  Gibson 

JndgeC»y  Court 

24  Fib'y    1840 

24  F.5br  1844 

Waiiam  llilliard 

Justice  of  th' Peace 

2  March  1840 

2  March  184d 

W  G  Ponder 

do 

do 

do 

B«n)amin  Manninff 

do 

do 

do 

Israel  Beard 

do 

do 

do 

Jrneph  B  Johnmn 

do 

do 

do 

Adam  Gramblimr 

do 

do 

do 

H  H  Walker 

do 

26  Fcb'y    1840 

26  Feby  lS4!t 

William  Bloxham 

do 

do 

do 

R'chard  H  Bradft>rd 

do 

do 

do 

Jamos  L  Hart 

do 

do 

do 

James  Willis 

do 

do 

do 

Richa/d  G  Bomey 

do 

do 

do 

Jamfts  R  Niz 

do 

do 

do 

Creoffiro  Young 

do 

do 

do 

W   Mimroe 

do 

do 

do 

W  C  Cami>beU 

do 

do 

do 

F  B  Whitinsr 

do 

do 

do 

Daniel  Ladd 

do 

do 

do 

8  .s  Sibley 
J  W  Hall 

do 

do  " 

do. 

do      , 

do 

do 

W  W  Hart 

tio 

do 

do 

Or»»r^f:  M  .ntn© 

do 

14  Mnrch  1840 

14  M.^rrh  1842 

•Tirb  .t*  R  ii,,ium 

do 

31   March  TSn 

31  Marrh   !«lt 

J    Vi.tunia 

do 

14  April      1840 

14  Apri  1842 

A  •    ander  Eu^tii 

do 

14   Drc.      18 1> 

I),  cr  1842 

J>  e;»U  Chura 

do 

^7  F  b'v     1841 

27  F  bv  J8i3 

Th^n-ia  Je  -  rsoa  Heir 

do 

25  Mar^h     1811 

25  Murch  IH13 

Ben   niin  \jrA 

do 

4  M-ch   1841 

.  4  Mar/h  1843 

B       min.iatis^ 

do 

do' 

do 

i  W  Ban  .r,^aa 

do 

.1  April  .1841 

]  Ai.r:i843- 

K«iii»ik  B«iai>r  j 

d% 

8  April     1841 

..i.4€»ii^ogIe 

Names 

EltgclJohllBOTI  ' 


liemi  Connty^Cantimud 


OJfL' 


Geoifre  E  Denftui 
JaiawFTrottK 
Hampton  Mattax 
NW  Walker 
Simon  Towle 
Francis  Elppea 

Jetsee  Atkinson 

William  D^msmore 

Lyonel  F'totcher 

M  Jirison  Soott 

Edwin  WBaiief 

C 1^  Lrmtn 

A  M  Alem-  der 

Benjamin  Bud 

Darnel  Ladd 

Biloi  BurtMY 

Frances  B  Whitnie 

William  HaU 

Albert  Alexander 

R  jbert  J  Hacklej 

Robert  Heir 
John  B  Patterwaith. 
Hy  L  Ratflrers 
Andrew  Gr  Hammond 
J  a  Rowles 
JjUncsT  Archer 
k  6  8>biey 
AftKnlMHoU>y 
APWGhine 
fVancee  fiWhitin^  - 
Thomas  Jefferson  tteir 
BA^  Soott. 


Justice  ofti/V*itLce 
4p 
do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 
.  do 
Anctioneeiv 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
da 
do 
Nbtaiy  Fublie 
do 
do 

do  '■ 
do- 
dot 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


^Reappointed  8  April,  1841. 


8  April  1841 
do 
4b 
do 
do 
26  Maj 
do 

4  Jmie 

5  Nov 

do 
26  Hot 
31  Jan'T 
14  Feb'y 

do 

do 

24  Feb'y 
26  f'eb'y 

26  Fcb»y . 
6"  March 
7  Oct 
5  F  b»y 

27  Feb'y 
31  Jan'y 
14  Feb»y 

do' 

do 

31  Maroh  1640 
27  Jan>     lj841 

25  March  1841 
9  &>ept      1841 


1841 

18i41 
ld41 

1841 
1840 
lSi40 


1840 
1840 

1840 
1840 
1840 
1841 
1841 
1840 
1840 

1840 


"TApriTISa 

do 
do 
do 
do 
96  May 
do 

4  Juno 
»  Nov- 

do 

26  Nor 
31  JaiitrI8e> 

14  FebV    f84i 

do 

24  F<?b»y 
2d  Feb'y 

9fi  Fi"b*y- 
1^  Muroh  1848 
7  Oct       184<r 

5  Feb'y    1849 

27  Feb'y    IB4» 


IM 

184$ 
1848 

184a 


184d 
184» 

18^ 


]!lADI90lf  COriVTT. 


'N(rme9, 

Office, 

John  C  McGehee 

Jud^uC'y  Gdut. 
JusUce^fth'  'eac 

•John  C  White 

Joseph  Moore 

do     • 

I>.niiiis  Hdwkmtf 

do 

John  Broome 

do 

Jnhn  S  Br<om« 

d*> 

C  L  Carruth 

do 

fitit^mtd  Edwards 

Aiictio»^ecr 

John  B  Coffee 

Notaty  Public 

^  tie  nf  Ctnmmufn, 

1838 


2  F  b'y 

26  Feb'y 

do 

do 

do 

do 

8  A|ml 

26  Fi^b'y 

26  Fob'y 


184a 


1841 

184' 
1839 


CotfWintr^ 


12  F- 
26  Feb'y 

do 
do 
do 

Aprl 
26  Feb^y 


Vy^TigSr 


1848' 


1843 
1842' 


'^iappointed  8  AipriU.  1841. 


•  Nawe^, 


iHa  qriTOK  rou^TT. 


U  p  Dnmmctt 

Fr  •r'-is  P'llice 
Sam*  H  WWLams 
IVai^H' Wiliiams 


OjgLe, 


Juidivt)'  C'y  Court. 
Justiceo^h'  Peace 
Aoptionoer. 
do 


Date  !»■  Coinmii^v, 
26  Feb'y    1840 


do 
do 
do 


OmmiMht  €spire§^ 
26TP^~164t' 
26  fWy    184a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MeifROE  COrif TT. 

IfOtK^* 

Q^e. 

DaUefCammuFn. 

W  S  Smith 

Judfte  Oy  Coort 
Jufttee  of  th' Peace 

90Jan>y    1840 

JolmDnboiO 

36Fol2^   1840 

iFBreaker 

do 

It  R  Fletcher 

do 

19  Feb^    1841 

KW  CuMiiii 

Auctioneer. 

26  Peb*y   1840 

JBBtown 

do 

& 

WHliam  H  Wal 

do 

36  FeW   1840 

•A  F  Tift 

do 

WCOroene 

do 

do 

FABrawn 

do 

do 

PhilmeJ  Fontaao 
JJSando 

do 
do 

do 

8  April     1840 
19M>>    1841 

Alexander  PktteiwQ 

do 

OihrerOHaro 

do 

ChMieBMWollo 

do 

do 

Edward  V  Page 

do 

do 

KR  Fletcher 

do 

do 

CharieoMWeDs 

Notary  Poblie 

6  Feb^    1941 

RobtRRetcher 

do 

Alexander  Pkttefwm 

do 

do 

Henry  Spencer 
James  Boiloa 

do 

33  Feb'y    1841 

do 

35  Feb*y    1941 
8Ai«a    1841  L 

Jas  BBajlan 

do 

CkmmS^t 

.1^ 

30  Jan'y 

1844 

36  Feb4 
19Feh> 

1842 

isa 

36Fe«2 

1842 

26  Fc^ 

184t 

do 

do 

do 

8  Apifl 

1849 

WFehJr 

1849 

do 

do 

•Reappointed  19  Feb'y  1841 

nAMAV  COUNTY. 


Name$. 

Ofic€. 

DaUofCcmmufn. 

IOnhmim*!!  mefpt^ 

JohnDuBoee 

fjudffe  C'y  Court 

1  March  1841 

1  March  184^ 

Dominffo  AeoBta 
William  Turner 

JusUce  of th' Peace 
do 

36  Fel^    1840 

36Fel^   184t 

J  Tompkina 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

da 

John  ACavado 

do 

1  Bfarch  1841 

1  Maieh  VM 

Samuel  Button 

do 

do 

do 

JoMphAPrevatt 

da 

do 

do 

JaduonTyner 

do 

do 

d^ 

William  Frink 

do 

do 

do 

Nathan  Norton 

do 

do 

do 

J  Middleton 

Notary  Publie 

37  Feb*y    1899 

1 

ST.  jroHif's  cavif^^T. 

Nam€9.. 

OJUce. 

D4teofCommnFn. 

GpnMm^  Bxpin^ 

EB  Gould 

Judfe  C»y  Court 
Justice  of1h*Peaoe 

-^  Feb'y    1841 

37  F^    1945 

Jamae  M  Gould 

6  March  1840 

6  March  184S 

Feter  B  Boutan 

do 

do 

do 

John  L  Philips 
Gerry  L  PhUiipe 

do 
•        do 

33  Feb^   1841 

93  Feb^r    184a 

JameeRig 

John  Lee  WiUiams 

do 

36  Feb^    1841 

36  Feb'y    18a 

do 

1  March  1841 

1  Maioh  18a 

l^eterBDumai 

da 

do 

do 

Thomas  Stewart 

do 

4  March  1841 

4  March  18a 

IB^nrvHaskm 

do 

do 

do 

PRDunham 

do 

8  April    1841 

8  April     18a 

STowlea 

do 

7  June     1841 

7  June     18a 

ImBKooch 
B  UT )UfhaE  Carr 
B»faelI>F«ntana. 

Auctioneer 
do 

14  Febjr    1840 

UFcl^r    18a 

do 

83Fab'y   1841 

33  Feb'y  18a 

Digitized^by  VjOOQIC  ' 
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9t*  Jf  ObB'fi  Commtf'-CtmHmud. 

JohnLottPhillipe 

Anctioiieer 

32  Feb'7    1841 

Peter  B  Dmnas 

do 

Theodore  Flotard 

do 

4  March  1841 

AWBeU 

do 

16  March  1841 

Charles  Robeon 

do 

8  April     1841 

RBGibbB 

do 

2  July      1341 

•Geor^LPhiUipt 

Notary  Public 

8  April     1840 

Barnes  M  Gould 

^ 

15  Feb*y    1841 

John  Lott  PhiUips 

do 

AWBeD 

do 

S5  March  1841 

DRDunham 

do 

8  April     1840 

KBGibbs 

do 

9  July      1840 

93  Feb^   1843 

do 
4  March  1843 

16  March  1843 
8  April  1843 
3  July     184^ 


^Reappointed  15  Feb'y  1841. 


WAI^TOlf  COrif TT. 


Names, 

Office. 

DateofCammu^n. 

CommWn  ex^irei. 

Dauiel  McLeod 

Judge  C*y  Court. 

4  March  1841 

4  March  1845 

Zachariah  Busby 

Just&)  of  th' Peace 

29  Fcbjr    1840 

29  Feb'y    1843 

JohnLMcKiiinan 

do 

do 

«JohnGi]lis 

do 

do 

do 

'An^us  Campbell 

do 

do 

do 

Thomas  Braxton 

do 

4  March  1841 

4  March  1843 

Alexander  Turner 

do 

do 

do 

James  Evans 

do 

do 

do 

'Daniel  Wilkinsan 

do 

do 

do 

Edmund  Baggett 

do 

ds 

do 

^Reappointed  4  Blareh,  1841. 

WASHHf OTOlf  COIJIf TT. 


Ni 


XiPotter 

Benjamin  Mallfchwnys  [J 

SharplesB  Evans 

llos  B  Loekey 

^BLockey 

^LMBright 


gFelixHGLGOf 
^BLocke^ 


Office.   I  Date  of  Commi9'n\ 


Wommie^n  expires 


C'y  Court,   27  Sept      1841       27  Sept    1845 
9ofth'Peoce     6  March  1840       6  Bfarch  1843 
do  do  do 

do  4  March  1841       4  March  1843 

Ancti<meer  6  March  1840       6  Maitsh  1842 

Notary  Public  do 

do  do 

do  8  April     1841 

I  certify  that  the  iPoregoiDg  is  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  therein 
^  mentioned,  now  in  commission   in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  ap- 
lears  from  the  Register  of  such  appointments  kept  in  my  office. 
-  THO.H.  DUVAL, 

Sec'y  of  Florida- 
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REPORTS 

OF   THS 

AUDITOR  AND  TREASURER 

OF  THE  TERRtTOlY  OF  FLORIDA. 


Treasury  Dbpartiubnt, 
Anditot^s  Office,  22d  December,  1841. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Esquire : 

Thtt  Auditor  of  l^ublic  Accounts  for  the  Territory  of  Florida 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  excellency  and  the  Legislative 
Council,  his  annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances  of 
the  Territory. 

Statement  No,  I,  shews  a  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Territory,  leaving  a  balance  \n  the  Treasury  of     #265  84 

SuUemeiU  No.  2,  shews  amount  returned  on  auction 
sales,  $2894  84 

Returned  on  fines  and  forfeitures,  2604  53 

There  has  been  received  on  auction  tax  and  arrears  of  auc- 
tion tax,  $3490  66 

Since  I  have  had  charge  of  the  office,  my  attention  has  been 
particularly  directed  to  the  collection  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  a 
branch  of  the  revenue  that  had  been  moch  overlooked;  and  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  I  have  been  able  to  get  returns  from  all  the 
Counties  with  but  few  exceptions ;  Leon,  Escambia,  and  one  or 
two  Counties  from  the  Southern  part  of  the  Territory. 

Statement  No.  8,  shews  arrears  from  all  sources,  amounting 
to  $44,330  23 

This  large  amount  seems  to  have  fallen  due  between  the 
years  1833  and  '8,  and  I  regret  to  say,  there  is  but  little  pros- 
pect of  a  large  portion  of  it  being  recovered  to  the  Territory ;  a 
part  of  it  has  been  cancelled  by  Legislative  sanction ;  a  part  for 
want  of  sufficient  bonds,  or  by  deaths,  removals,  &c. 

Since  the  year  1838,  the  laws  have  been  so  revised  as  to  leave 
but  little  excuse  to  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  forciag  col- 
lections from  all  delinquents,  that  may  hereafter  accrue  to  the 
Territory. 

Statement  No.  4,  shews  expenses  of  Criminal  •Prosecu- 
tions in  each  Judicial  District,  expense  of  the  Executive, 
and  Treasury  Department,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
to  be  $7098  05 

Statement  No.  5,  shews  the  outstanding  balance  against  the 
Territory  t6  be  $12,956  25-100 

There  has  been  presented  to  a  Board  of  Army  officers,,  a 
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claim' against  the  General  Government,  for  payment,  anaouDt- 
ingto  $6768  91 

And  I  think  the  sum  of  $2000  on  arrears  may  safely  be  relied 
upon,  and  should  the  General  Government  comply  v^ith  a  reso- 
tion  of  the  last  Legislature,  asking  payment  for  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, the  accruing  revenue  of  1842  would  go  far  to  extinguish 
the  balance  that  would  be  remaining  against  the  Territory. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  JOHN  MILLER. 


STATEMENT  NO.  1, 

Skewing  the  Settlement  with  the  Territorial  Treasurer  for  the 
year  ending  llth  Dec.  Ii41. 

Dm. 
1840 — Dec.  23.    Balance  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  this 
date  as  per  settlement,  98  86 

1841 — Dec.  17.    To  amount  received  mto  the  Trea- 
sury from  all  sources  of  revenue,  to  date,  4849  06 

#4958  54 


Cm. 
1841— Dec.  17.    By  amounts  received  on  Auditor's  Warrants, 
returned  and  cancelled,  3786  70 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  865  84 


4053  54 
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STATEMENT,  No.  4. 

Statement  skewing  the  amount  and  sources  oj  Revenue  rdurnfd 

to  this  office^  and  the  expences  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  in 

each  Judicial  District^  and  all  the  Expences  of  the  Territort/ 

>rl841. 

To  expenses  criminal  pro«ecutions,  Middle  District,    $2,20C  74 

"  "  "  Appa.  District,        2,030  08 

"        ,«     .  *'  West.  District,  118  61 

"  «  "  East.  District,  287  25 

"  «•  "  South.  District,  dO  00 

"         Treasury  Department,  1,949  83 

^         Executive  Department,  383  94 

CoUecting  Revenue,  31  60 


By  Auction  Tax, 

By  Fines  and  Forfeitures, 


$7,098  05 

3,594  13 
2,604  66 

$6,198  79 


STATEMENT,  No.  5. 

Shewing  the  amount  of  Liabilities  and  Assets  oj  the  Territory  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year  ending  Dec.  17,  1841 . 

$19,956  25 
38,142  89 


To  amount  warratits  outstanding. 
Balance, 


By  amount  due  from  Revenue  Officers,  as  per 

Statement  No.  3, 
By  amount  claim  against  the  United  States, 


$51,099  14 

44,330  2S 
6,768  91 


By  balance  in  favor  of  the  Territory,  $51,099  14 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
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Treasury  Department, 
TREASURER'S  OFFICE, 

December  17,  1841. 
His  Excellency, 

Richard  K.  Call, 

Sir, — Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  my  account  current 
with  the  Territory  of  Florida  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  shewing  all 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  moneys  during  that  period,  and 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  date,  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  80-100  dollars. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  I  received 
from  the  Auditor  a  certified  list  of  all  the  auctioneer/s  and  other 
revenue  officers  then  in  default,  and  against  whom  steps  had  not 
already  been  taken  to  enforce  collections,  and  immediately  ad- 
dressed them,  stating  that  without  immediate  payment  the  act  ol 
the  Legislature  entitled  "an  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  Revenue  laws  for  the  year  1840,  and  to  provide  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  arrears  due  to  and  from  the  Territory,"  would  be 
enforced  against  them.  As  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Au- 
ditor, they  have,  with  but  few  exceptions,  complied  with  the  law ; 
so  that  almost  the  entire  amount  now  due  from  Revenue  officers, 
Consists  of  the  old  balances  of  many  years  standing  ;  a  large 
portion  of  which,  1  am  of  opinion,  there  is  but  little  prospect  of 
collection,  owing  to  the  death  or  removal  from  the  I'erritory  of 
the  parties,  and  the  irresponsibility  of  the  securities  on  their 
Bonds.  In  many  instances  the  accounts  of  the  tax  collectors 
and  marshals  are  entitled  to  large  credits  for  over-charges,  in* 
solvencies,  commissions,  be,  so  that  the  amount  actually  due 
the  Territory,  is  far  short  of  that  reported. 

It  will  also  be  shewn  by  the  Auditor's  Report,  that  the  liabil- 
ities of  the  Territory,  consisting  of  Auditor's  warrants  outstand- 
ing, amount  to  the  sum  of  $12,956  25,  an  increase  upon  the 
reported  liabilities  of  the  last  year  of  $2,311  47,  such  increase 
arising  from  the  fact  of  the  claims  upon  the  Territory  for  Ex- 
penses Prosecuting  Criminals  for  the  year  1840,  not  having 
been  audited  until  the  present  year.  This  amount  of  $12,956  25 
comprises  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Territory  wiihin  the  know- 
ledge of  either  the  Auditoror  myself,  excepting  the  sum  of  about 
$2000. 

As  assets  of  the  Territory  supposed  available  within  a  very 
short  time^  we  estimated  the  sum*  of  about  $9,000,  consisting  of       , 
the  claims  of  the  Territory  against  the  United  States  ^unountiag^ Ogle 


to  $6768  96,  and  about  the  sum  of  $2,000,  to  be  expected  from 
other  sources,  leaving  a  balance  against  the  Territory,  unpro- 
vided for,  the  sum  of  about  $bOOO. 

The  receipts  of  the  present  year,  and  the  balance  remaiDiog 
uncollected,  and  considered  as  soon  availablci  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  about  $5000.  The  current  yearly  expenses  of  this  and  the 
Executive  Department,  amount  to  about  the  sum  of  $3000. — 
Estimating  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  next  year  at  the 
same  with  the  present,  leaving  out  of  the  account  any  receipts 
from  arrears  due  the  Territory, '(as  none  can  be  calculated  upon 
as  certain,)  as  also  any  expenditure  for  Expenses  Prosecuting 
Criminals,  the  liabilities  of  the  Territory  at  the  expiration  of  the 
year  1842,  will  have  been  reduced  to  about  the  sum  of  $4000. 
Should  it  therefore  be  deemed  expedient  to  continue  this  De- 
partment under  its  existing  regulations,  it  would  seem  that  some 
further  legislation  was  necessary  to  provide  for  its  embarrassed 
condition. 

The  laws  for  the  enforcement  of  collections  from  defaulting 
officers,  appear  to  be  amply  sufficient,  but  owing  to  the  remiss- 
ness of  Auctioneers  in  having  their  bonds  forwarded  to  thi»  of- 
fice, as  the  law  requires,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  an  amend- 
ment to  the  law,  making  it  necessary  for  the  bonds  to  be  filed  in 
this  office,  before  commissions  are  issued. 
.  The  suits  of  the  Territory  against  Willis  Alston,  former  Com- 
missioner of  the  Citj  of  Tallahassee,  and  Tilman  J.  French  and 
Samuel  H.  Duval,  former  Tax  Collectors  for  Leon  County,  ar? 
ftill  pending,  and  the  District  Attorney  promises  to  hand  in  a 
communication  on  the  subject  in  a  few  days,  which  when  re- 
ceived, shall  be  laid  before  you. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  No.  36,  approved  4th 
March,  1841,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer 
and  District  Attorney,  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Wm.  H.  Mi- 
chael, late  tax  collector  for  Leon  County;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Michael,  his  account  still  remains  unsettled. 

I  have  deferred  making  my  report  of  the  collections  of  rents 
for  School  Lands  in  this  county,  until  the  1st  proximo,  as  the 
rents  on  them  for  the  present  year  will  not  be  collected  befon* 
that  time.         All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Signed  T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer  T.  Fla, 
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Territory  of  Florida  in  account  current  with  T.  IL  Austiny  Treas^r. 

Diu  To  expen.  pros,  crims.  East*  Dist. 

1841.  Paid  Auditor's  warrant.  No.  239 

u        u  u  «<       22 

it        «  u  ii      23 

«       24 

"       26 

"       53 


a 

a 

(( 

<4 

a 

(( 

To  exp.  prcs.  crims.  South.  Dist* 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant*  No.  249 

U  it  »  «<  J7 

M  <(  «  (•  1Q 

To  expenses  collecting  revenue, 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant,  No.    35 
u        u  <«  <«      34 

«        «  "  ««    298 

To  exp.  pros,  crims.  Apal'a.  Dist. 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant,  No.  285 
u        «  M  «     288 

u  <c  «  u  2 

•*         "  «  M     252 

To  exp.  pros,  crims.  West.  Dist. 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant,  No.  267 

u  u  a  <t      280 

To  exps*  Treasury  Department, 

Paid  Auditor'd  warrant,  No.   21 
a         u  it  c(       29 

•i         u  •«  M     304 

u        «  u  «       42 

a  it  ii  a        55 

To  exp.  pros,  crims.  Middle  Dist. 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant*  No.  227 

307 

20 

37 

37 

7 

295 

a  it  u  ii        59 

To  exp.  State  Convention,     ' 

Paid  Auditor's  warranl^  No.  189 

it  a  ii  ii      137 

((  a  a  i(      199 

«         «  <4  n    224 

To  expeases  Executive  Depart. 

Paid  Auditor's  warrant,  No.  188 

«i         it  it  u     179 

♦*         ««  »«  *.     294 

«<         {(  u  tt         5 

Balance, 
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it 
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28  85 

9  75 

122  60 

6  75 

75  00 

8  25 

75  75 

19  95 

25  00 

45  25 

12  00 

12  00 

12  00 

196  00 

28  55 

100  00 

216  68 

54  00 

60  62 

12  00 

37  50 

69  25 

50  00 

41  63 

5  00 

19  40 

258  00 

305  00 

50  00 

133  00 

14  44 

22  68 

64  31 

130  90 

780  69 

212  50 

15  00 

62  00 

200  00 

200  09 

250  60 

165  75 
36  00 

586  23 
114  62 


210  58 


807  52 


1,188  40 


477  00 
265  84 
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1841.      By  tmlance  in  Treasury  per  last  Re' 
port,  23  December,  1840. 
By  Auction  Tax. 

Rec'd  on  Auditor's  Certificate, 
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BecMon  Auditor^ 

4«                          «l 

Certificate, 

By  Rerenue, 
Rec'd  on  Auditor's 

Certificate, 

$S  50 

39  28 
134  77 

3S  97 
411  27 
300  95 
298  84 
274  86 
3  74 
799  31 

114  62 
304  56 

63 

9  77 

276  83 

115  91 
39  99 

U2  23 
64  43 
8  25 
228  19 
157  65 
102  73 

79  31 
89  95 
37  12 


$2  88 


8,843  28 


206  38 


4,052  54 
By  balance  in  Treasury,  December, 
17, 1834,  ezclusife  of  ScboolLand 
Fund,         .        .        •        .        .  $265  84 

T.  H.  AUbTIN,  Treasurer. 


TrBASVRT  DEPARTianfT,  ) 

AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  Dec.  17, 1841.  \ 
I  certif)r  that  I  have  examined  the  foregoing  accouat,  and 
compared  the  same  with  vouchers,  and  find  all  correct 

JOHN  MILLER, 
Auditor  Public  iLccounts,  Florida* 
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